EQUAL WAGES - EQUAL POWER.

Once again the Australian people are being asked to take purt in activity irrelevent
to their actual needs. The Whitlsm Covermaent wants to stop inflation by pagging prices.
Because Whitlem & Co. depend on the suppurt of a largs nwber of capitald its, they have
decided to peg incomes as well, as a concecision to their boes mstes. The Libersl and
Natioual (Country) Parties of Australia - traditional perties of the ruling class, want
no ~ontrol over prices - where would their profits come from then?

Vhen confronted by bosses continually ralsing prices to protect their profits, workers
ususlly demand a greater share of the cake, usually paid in wagec. The solution to tie
erisile then, is not to fiddle with prices or incomes but to replecs the whole hoss-—employes
situation which causes it in the first place. The workers i1a industrial, agricultural,
whiie collar, service (including housewives) and intellectual labour, should build a social
system where goods are produced by the workers and sold at the cost of thelr production and
distribution. All workers, menh and wcmen, of all colours and nationalities, of all =zges,
crafts and skills receive an equal wage for their iebour, There could be no profit-making
busses, and hence no prics rises for profit; no demand for equal wages beceuse thej would
alymys be equal, and little foolish planning or resistance to production, because workers
wil® be motivated by the fact that they directly ruw'industry through their Workers
Councils, In these Councils, workers would have real control over the decisions which
affect their lives, unlike the parliamentary and trade union systems where we get to choose
new bosses every few years. So on December 8th we suggest that if habit drags your tired
body to the local prison for kids (school) to cast your compulscry meaningless vote, that
you write across the paper: 'Build a society based con Workers Councils, replace the parlia-
ment and bosses with a self-managed socisty.! Ycu might feel a tingling sense of joy at e
the first such productive work you have done in a polling boothl
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Earlier this year, the capitalists offered a2 simiiarly false sclution to another prob-
lem - health care, which the doctors believe chould be under their complets control. In an
erea whers, more than any other, motivation should be humaniterian, we have sesn tkhat tho
primary concern of moust docicrs is money and snobbish prestige. The ALP proposes the est i~
blishrent of a State~controlled system, with them replacing or sharing pcwer with the dce-
tors at the top of the hierarchy. HNeither believes in & health industry with equal decis-
ion-meking, recogrising each Iindividual's kiowledge and experience, The ALP is concerned
that medical services be sold at a chesper price, bub most of the doctors, ruthless capit-
elisss to the last, want the highest price. So while most irdustrial worlers astruzgle fer
a 2% to 5% wage rise which union bosses say is the capitalists capecity to poy, the doctors
devide that thay can raise prices on hsalth cere cormwdities by 25% - not a bad rise, eh?
Only a preclous few are concernad with the standerd and nature of community heelth cere.

Equal decision-malzing for 1l is the solution to the same problems in all other indus-
tries, Only when workers in all industries fight together for eguel power and eoual wages
will we build e society of which we are fully active and co-operative members. Muéh of the
psychological and sociel sickness ws face some time in our lives comes frua letting meopl
oppress us by obliging us to do meaninglese work, or work we do not controle. We encourage
people, then, to remove those who make dacisions for us; those in the board-rooms of the
national and internstlonai corporations, those iu parlimments-and unions and govermmentdl=.
bur 'aucracles, those in the executive of the army, navy, eir force, and poliee; with a
eycvem of Workers Councils federated throughout the job~places in all indusiries. Only

then will the producers declde how to relate to each other, what to producc, how to produce
and distribute it. )

We have an ALP govermment which is trying to ease the tension vy giving

uho workers a
greater shere in comuodities and soms participation in decision-making. Bub

the tension
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w117 contdmie umtil everyone can declde oqually about the quality anmd direotion of their
worke The ruling class can never solve thei. problems, because they depend on ¥eoping
pearde oppressed. But oppressed people kucp resisting bosses everywhere, malrly by

- protusing as little as possible rather thar by organising ur.isings against their opprees-
C8. :

i iy now most readers who are members of any capitalist party (The National Party,
Iibcral Party, Australia Party, ALP, &ll Marxist-Leninist Parties) will try to dismises
vhat we have gaid. The most reactionery will have said wo are communist. Indeed, we

are libertarian communists. For many peovple, communigie means concentration cumps, mass
glaughter, torture, the Berlin Well, militeriom and exploitetion - things at which paople
are peturslly horrified. This idea hae been reinforced by support for these repressive
regimes from parties in Australla which cull “hemsslves communist. It is necessary to
outlins what a communist is not, A coemmunist is not someons who supports the rutiless
totalitarian regimes of Russla and Eastern Europs, of Yugoslavie, Albania or Cuba, of
China, North Korea or Forth Vietnam. A cormmnict is not. gomsone who supports the
opnressive regimos in the U.S.. and sll its vicious clients. Nor does a communist
sui:port any of the regimes of Western Europo, from reactionary Frence to social-domocrat-
1o Sweden. A commnist is not somecne who sides with the National Libertarian fronta
Pighting throughout the world which merely intend to be new rwlers. A communist is nob
somsons who supporte awy form of hierarchy amywhere. All these regimes are capitallst =
they all retuin rulers end ruled; they orly disagree aboub whether the s*ate or private
internstional cprporations should monopollzo production and order workers around! They
fight each othsr for markets and power throughbut the world = but will even deal e litile
17 itls to their mutual advaniege. They are agreed on one thing internationally - thelr
greatest enemics are poople who believe that there 1s no need for rwlers. They will

mur AT on overy continent, vigilantly use their concentration camps and jails to cesl
wit., peopls who fight for equality.

We ave liberterian communists. We fight for egual wszep and squsl power - 2 struggle
that begun drematically with the Peris Cowruno of I87I, exploded again in the 1917
Workers Councils revolutdon in Russia; in the I9I3 workers uprisings in most major Europesn
citd v8s the 1921 rebellion in Kronstadt against the Bolshevik oppressors (lendn, Trotsky,
Staii:) : in tte Workers Couneil movemeat in Spain (I936); 4in the best elemgnts of the
anti-"ascist™xesistance in World War II who.fought the Nazds and thon the gppressicn of
Rusc.a and the U,S.A., in the Workers Council resistarce in Rungery, 1956 dgeinst the
Rustian and Hungerian ruling clesses; in the Workers Council movemsnt of Friance, I968;
and in the embryoric Workers Council movement in Czschoslovulcia in 1963,

If you agree with us, it is most important to £ight for thie system of ‘yor}cers
Ga:_z{«;il democracy. We do not want expressions of respech or gywpothy ss a substitute fog
aetion. As workers ourazlvas, we weul your uctiva psrticipation in the etriuggle for a
Sell-nansged cucliely; we are nod here to represent yous Ouwr group exists to derfend :
oursclvas Zpour activity from blacklists and jails as we try to build our cbnfidsace amd
the confidence of other peopls so that we can creale a rational and himape society. So
i you want to fight, we suggest you conbtect us to co~ordinate your emergies with ours.
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