ON PRIMARY RELATIONSHIPS

¥hon we started ialking about depsndence in ithe gay womenis

group, couple quickly became a bit of a dirty word, A cleosed circuii,
a wmutual admirvation society. We were all aware ~ and talking together
how c¢ould we pot be? « that our mest important relating wasn't juat
with one person. And yet it sesmed absurd to think we could fuck with
ail of each other, as things were, or to think that thers wasn'i aome
kind of difference with ihe woman or women we were fucking with, S5
the term primary relationship replaced ihe term couple.

A primary relationship doesn’t imply property vrights. Therefore
it doesn®t imply that you have to do everything together - lika in the
tideal’ long~lasting heterosexual couple the wife iz always advised io
g8t in on her husband*s activitiss, It means that each woman has her
own autonomy., But wa atill assuwed that primary yvelationships were
inevitably fucking relationships, forgetiing that we relate to every
one at all timea, We redefined sexuality as the snergy io all our
actions, so tial communicating ~ touching, working itoegether, listening
+0 misic together, undersisuding esch othsr -~ was the most important
thing, and yet we ptill took it Tor granted that genital gexuality was
somehow the culwmination/touchstone/final test of all these {things.

At leaat thig ja whatl the woman I'm fucking with and I found,
¥o'va known each other for thres months, besn fucking for two. The
idea of a primary relationship seemed to fit what wa felt about each
gihar. We accspiled intelleciually that we could fuck with other people,
but that a primsry relatioenship dgez take work and so time, The moat
important thing ig the development of trust, and this is also very
hard, given that we have 1o ghake off patterns of dependencs,
dominance, withdrawal, unquestioning comwmitiment, Therefeore, st leasi
in the initial atages of ths relationship, when there is more
intensive working oul {aking place, we felt it was unlikely that we
would be able to develop other relationships.

HBowever woe gtarted to feel very hassled., We couldnt't think of
why: we comaidered epending more itime togeiher, spending less time
together, talking aboutl it, letiing things go thelr own way, we
wondered whether we were baing too dependent o playing it {90 cool,
Nothing wo sald worked - we just felt a big c¢ommunication gap.

Then we gpent a day in the country and discovered: We were
putting expectations on ourselyes., We were agsuming thai the relation-
ship already was what it could he, We realised that for boih of us
there were people we'd known from long befors we curseives meti
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who were just as ioporiant Lo ua as we were 1o each other, and that

a 1ot of our hsssles had come from trying te baiance what we saw as
opposing claime on us., 50 weren't these primary yvelationshipa too?
That staried to muke nousense of {the whole lerm “priwary relaticnship”.
At what point does 2 secondary relationship bacome a primary relation-
ship? It ptarted to geem just another way of caltegorizing. We'd been
taking it for pranted that we should net bave ideas bassd on past
patterng or expecistions of the future: that we should be living in

the present « "This moment ig different from amy befere ft.™ Bui at

the same time we were gesing suy relationghip as someihing greater than
the sum of our wmoments ¢f relating. We wore assuming that something was
created that carried gver into the moments when we werent'i communi-
cating, either because we weren't in the same place, or because we

wore hagsled, That is, ws were hassiling ourseives.

So why had we aggumed that a fucking relationship had to come
first? It was dismally clear that in couple itype relationships a woman
is expecied ito leave all oibers and cleave fo her man. Only in this
way - by havinog soe many exiras buili into the sexual relationship -
can men Keep their unpaid housekespers, sgoboostere, doorsteps, child
nurase, tahle decorations; without any goestions being asked, "Being
in love®", aa.oppaaad to loving, is im fact a nice form of slavery. 5S¢
wa'td got rid of the need for role playing, power gamss ete, but we
ware still imitating this frrelevant way of acting,

¥e didn't change what wa were doing at #ll, but ocur heads
gelinitely changed, ¥We have to hreak down the ssnctity of relation-
shipe which iovolve genital sexuality. We are responding sexualiy te
svervone, whether this involves fucking or not {and indeed Detween itwo
women it'e bard te say exactly what is fuckivg.} We stiil bave bhangups
about fucking deeply conditiomed inte us, but we believe that the
priwacy of genital sexuality, the idea that it is a consummation, is
an male triﬁk. And belleving this, jealousy begins to be iruly
seaningless, precedence in relationships beging to be truly weaning-
less, fucking beging to become a real part of our lives. There's a lot
about these idens that’'s & bit terrifying to us, There's a lot more
understanding invelwved.

Jenny & Hue
Sarrents Radicalesbian Conference
July 6-8th 1973
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YWihat iz oa lecbileant A leshisym iz in

to the point of exnloaion', fihe ¥ ientifiled VWoman)
Tne radicalestlan is a wonan who selzes upon that rage, that poliut
af exziosion, ond throwse 1% hack in the faes of soolisty.  The
radicalestvisn i, of 0u¢xqe, mueh more than this, The radicaleshiam
is also a woman who -

no longsr dcceviz socliely’e stigme

ne longer inbterpelizen feelings of gulls

" no lomger bhelieves that all she has dons is bad, perveried

pr unnatural

ne longer reproedses ¥
j418] 1aﬁg8r ‘eonceals' hersell :
ne longer wastes times with peychotherapists {eulturgl
noliceman}
ne longer zccepbs the nyth that she is a lesblen 'only in
: bhed!

no lenger playe & role Iin order ¢ appeagse helersgexusl
faniasies

abia
&ﬁm.¢ﬁf hm,,:%eutifule ?bo raalca@@s ia% sheds h@r old feellings
of guilt, sec eey anxietles, fears She reallizes that all of fhat
ghit belangg to the past and that rcg her nind il din a different
place, Where is her mind? :

FACT AV PANTASY

The radicalestian fefuses to accept the false assumptions thats

(a} because ehe iIs not playing her soclally assigned sex rele that
sne la not 2 ‘regl woman' - whaltever that z2ans.

(b} she is some kind of freak: ' & man trapped in & woman's Do éy‘
the mest common and oppressive put-down of the leshian.

(¢} mhe should be freaked out by the word lesbian. She recognizes
that tha. word has been used and abumed by men in an abttempt Lo
put down eny woman who ref&ses to suck up to ihe male ego.

{4) she iz not a person in her own riget but eimply = sexual
being, She uddergtands fully the mele myth ihat the furetion of
all wemsn is that of reesptacle; a vessel for babies and penises.
She alse understands the lie “hat says that all a lesbian really
needs t0o de made Intoc a ‘real women' is to be fucked by s fpeal
rant, The radicelesbian refuses %o he dehumanized and treated
&s a sgex object by men ant sometimes by other women vwho, boeczuse
their ovwn internaiized guilt and anprewsxop, play male roles,

The radicalesblan knows that to clabsify other women inte roleg
{ butch - femme) ie simply to gontinue the male classification syst
of defining people as seX obhjects and prevents any real love and
onding between women. She understends that role terms are uged
by men fte frizghiten women who are coming %o a reslization of their
Feslings of love and erolicise toewards other wonmen., 5She alse
understands that women who think of themselves as buteh or femme
have internalized the male system of classification and are gtill
QQQ”GSSQd b mele culiturs, The bate leshian may think, for
axampl e, tﬂa a woman oan onlt love her opposite - a men - there-
fore ghe will play 2t teing one, The radicalesblan knows that
sha must he&% all wogen To undersitand thm meehanisms of this male
cov. Qo ﬁzﬂﬁs tnat ghe must be supportive of other women and
GIVE 1O THEm HEL Loye, ENERbfcs AND cnmﬁ"ffﬁmf? fer the revolution

Y P om o e s S e om bk o Far V. V.2 B
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The radicaleisbian 1¥ 4 woman whe loves olher women vetsuwse Chay
are, women net bseruas they are iniliabiasg the mwdes or fomals
stereotype. Tha lowe of the radicalsavisn for cther women
surmounts =211 artificizl houndaries bezause ghe knows,.oYy 1s lestne

ing to uniereisnd,what 2l3 the shit is about, Loving anothex

woman boeruse snz is a woman {and of course for other reasons)

may sound sexlist btut wun¥il s soclety exisis in which pen do not
opprese women and 1ove and sewunl expression jm allowed To follaow
feelings, untll 2 seocieby exists in which lebels such as homo-
sexusl, hebzrosexual, bizeyualg assxual,disappesr the radlcalesblan
will contimue ¥o 10va wemen vecausse they are women, The radlicalesbian
heg rejected ell forms of mele defined political and peyehologlesl
th&n&znﬁ 2vd who has froed her own payche from the appressive

demands of osaitrizrchy.

THE RATICATOSRILY AND HIR RODY

J.z LR Pl e A3

Thne rac calegoian demands freedom over her own body. Ghe refusss
th Be slicmatad from her cwn bedy and enmotions, gw wiik many
feminisis she 1s frying ﬁa'*gaﬁ hor body together' and nck think
- of herselfl in fterms of parig -~ a result of sexisi advertising
which dislocatos a2 woman's o mznﬂ into thinking thaet she mighi have
a nice smile, for example, bui wrinkly skin, -

A radicaleshian is a sexually cr:&ﬁi: 1&@. In his book,
Homosexunlity:Tine Poychology of the Cr t Yo ¥rocess, FQ%@hf**S
FERGE Lheb fach homesexusal 18 & ereago“ -~ to the extﬂnt that

1y he/she car determine the type of person hefshe will eventuslly
SCOEE' The Foly Peolitie,in z review cf Resenfels! book, wrots
hat 'the ForGSARIAT knows that the strongest weapon which soclely
Sesses tﬁ wtdernine the creative. 1ﬂu“t ty of ezch individusl

to assign gondor roles. The creative psychological growth thad
based hnon ar inner identity, ils, especially in modern scciety,
most elearly visible in bomoaexuality.‘ The homosexual peychie
life is not adaptive te socizlly sanctioned roles bul by necessity
ig, withia a homo”axaall repressive societly, creative and as sueh,
mrevolutlonarj : .
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The radicalesbian chalienges the idea basic to a patriarchial

aociety that weonen exist for men and that their sexuality can

only be defined in terms of response to a male's sexuality. (In

this sense she is more of a threat Yo patriarchy than the male

heomoszexunl}., She rejects completely the aasumnﬁion that sexmality

is the gift of the mele and viclstes willingly the male-Temale

sceinl contract ( nuclear family, consumerism sic,). She understends

her own sexuality and sensuality: her clitoris her body., She Is

Avie to enjoy sexzal relating with other women and Shauld he able

tm d*Sﬁu:M ;“oblrms of sexulaity with hsr lovor - ususlly a silent
vetwoen men. and women, She algo understands how to relate

to herself « ‘masturbaticen is vetler than oprressive mating'.

1

The radicalesbian wndsrstands perfectly the mlracle of Menigue :
Wittig's nyan 1o wonmen, The Guerillersd, The following iz a briﬂf
gxiract: :

Trne women say that in the feninary the glans of the

ris and the body of the clitoris are dsscribed as
nooded, It is stated that the prepuce at the hase of
the glans can travel the length of the organ exciting
a keon sensation of pleasure, They say that the ¢1lip-
oris is an erectile crgan, It is stated fthat it bi-
Turcates io right and lefd, that it is angled, exitending
ng bwo erectile bodies applied to the public bones,
These two bodies are not visible., The whole constilbutbes
an intensely eregencas zone that excliics the entire
ganital, making it an crgan impatient for pleasure, They
comnare it to mercury alse palled guicksilver becauge of
its readiness to expand, to spread, to change shape.
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Hzdical fominise stsnds so cosplebsly in speasition fo »ll She mole culiurs
Zomands thot if necossiiatus - owbhale now 1iFo style, It moons chenglng the
way w2 live and pelate all dey, avory doy.

cutbure has olways comasdod Lhot eo idonbily with mon snd exciuds

#ale 2LE ;
ng mnlansss).  Love
Drbwesn wowen Is 3 renl politiscl Moroe £

w0, Lfaminiss mosnz fodentifving with women angd ewgloed

- unizmzted of massive implisation,
Lad sroongd bhot love m=s must bulld s oway of Lifer = way of living gut
our orimorey eith wosmsn 1n gur every day llvos. :

The feminist movomant L@ u goliticsl Forge. It has o comproheasive, cohe
erent iddology - a body of ideas ihot onalyses gor epprossion In oll fis rane
ifications - sconomis, solitical, secial.  But it is nobt on exelusive idoolaegy.
it grows =8 our fominist sononitusnuss dsapiing,

Fominist culbure {8 the working oul of that fdeoliegy., Through 1t we
cof constryct 2 oway to end our oppression. o

Love hetwoen women iz "the cornersionn For this structure, It iy the
touchetons of cur indopsndsncn, solfeimoge, creativiby., It is Tho distillad-
ion of spmen’s gppeassion sngd thes geystalliizstion of women's power. #ithoot
enis as aur boass wo ooy doomod to reformise and disunity®,

iz a radicajeshian I deow sy strongth, sepport, dirgeiion from and with
wonen,  Losbignies, for oeos, Is oo chiompt at o Feaer 1ifo.fores moving fowords
z woments roevoelutio,

Hple puliass _

Falo cuoityrvis dofinition of samen is thedt wes oxist for moen.  Thot defin-
ition sopfinos us sad pxeludes ye Prom dosfindng ong shogping thoe torms of our
own lives. fen hove clseys controlles, orgoniscd, spdered and rulod our livss

RBow e sust control and regulcto oor own 3ives,

"For self regulotica is the bosis of Fropdom, ond depondanco the origin of
inpygunliiy", P L,

Mele power is pneascd in maln cultmro - in nll bha lnstitutions of the
potrisrchy. For gontupics oopts unknoaledpe of Rhe fomelo opxperisnco, ond thy
gonetiows sxclusion of wenss from ony bub the mest purils sphores of sotivivy,
have made ws invicibly inm mals culture, e

Bogoyss male ouliurs ond sucromagy arg 59 parvosive wo oan nover hope %o
invade, To gpanbob it we mosh gresiz oo femele oodel. Just ns it ig important
to traeks an imoge - ¢ renlily - of copable, sirong indosandont fowinist
oculiure, .

Syman culbure sill sxsluds moman uniil o £ be invisibla,
the acuessary progandivien 15 Lhe grootisn of fhe fomglo axparienge - ihgy
neciecked hold of humen oxperissco, Foeinist sulitors must Do rossarchod,
sxplared, recagniszed ond publicisad. By womon.

Byn Hizlory :
Female culture is largely wnrugerded, Whot iz sgporded is frogmentsry.
1 mave Lo dig oy {ndentity oub of o chaos of imamgos. I oam oan archsologisi®,
Eriliiant womon, oriis®s ond musicises, dig exist, Sut informotion
chatf tham is buried bongatb the shit of mols hishosy, molo dominanco.
PHistorienlly manis unknowlszdge of the fomale oxpsrioncs haos safo ug
invisible, Hystiz, not actusl. e are isvisiblo, unioss wo woor man ande
rasks, Wo live fnvisible within mele gulture, Yo confors to waly imcges of
ourselves if o wish Lo sourvive ond be seon ph all,® '
Just enn exomple is the fwifches? of ths Eiddlo Sgos,

witchgs
he oppressicn of goossnt women in the nrgs of the wmiteh crozs took -
at differsnt Forms st differont Limes znd placas, bud nover lost 1

azsgntial charoetors thad of o ruling slass compalgn of torror Sirenbed agains
the femnls gansant pepulation, . ' :

ihe ozl Issus was one of controls mele umpor cisss healing wader the
nusgices of tht c.urch was nacepiohio: femnle healing as poxi af the peasnnd
subouliure was not, £

The wited wos ¢ throst te the Cespch/State.  She wos a weian, ang nnd
ashamied of it ond she appearod to by port of on orgenised undarground of
peasant womsn, S i srsas/2



in Iwvgole and timing tha mostvivalont witeh donhe wory 2ssozisicd eiih
paricds of groot social wpheownl, shrking Fﬁﬁ1'i§ww ot tfm rogts - noss pougsnt
upeigings ong consplieacies, the boginndngs of o wnd Lk rizng oF prge
testantiss,

Thers is feogmenkary svid
eating thot in soms oroos skt
o .

.

h feminists gughé Yo Feliow up, S5.9Q-
ayonted o fonoiuwled sensant roboll

These iz pvidenpge that eomen accussd of bolng sitchon did moot lognliy
in amzll grouss, and foat theso grouns coss fogoether lo orgwds of hundrads
i thousonds an festivel doys. The meatings aore prabebly pacassions for
Lrading herbal ilore and poassing on the pows. There is Libils ovidenny of ihw
signlflioence of thp witeneos pronhisotions, but it ig hoard Lo lmogine thai ity
woleft 'E connecied to the poeosont rebellicss of the timo,

Sprhaps thoey were the flrst feminists » slaughtored In thelc millions by
tho snale rullng-zliuss.

Sup Prospnt :
: o poareghrnse ¥oleric %ulonas - 1ifs ip this socisty I, =t best, an
utiny borag wit“ ap ospeel of soclety Leing ot all relsvent o wonnn,

A radicel Taminist contt foke part in ooy cepset of the axisting gulturo
without having to compromiss somohow. In 2 job, im adupnbion, in sluopt overy
intayactios she it franied nof o o person bub o8 o woman,

o 1t is impurtant iz orects atliboroted torritery® witnin which we opn
grow in ithe rmaagnitiaﬁ of our poraanhosod, in which our tosuousress con he
forged into constaney by tha Tove and sugpert of ocur sisters in %»rnglﬁ;

The ¥Yision

More thon woeds, sors than acbion, the ccsotion of o faminist cultura can
generziz on simosphrore whers sumizn eon fooel Free snough o struggle o bo fros.

fmd tho affori to creats this culbtura ilself is sord, of ke visisg,
"Tha vision mush bs so powerful, &0 -¢g¢nt, sp compelliing, so Immpdiale, so
sitprly eopvineing that momen oon he longor stend living the wsy that thay do.
Hiich is anly the woy thoy hove booa axpgntad tr, nad =fraid nobk Lo,

i most ose (g magio of poainy onad ausic Lo oreafo the vislon of o
seticty which pmbocies community, dloniby, jov, knowledge, wpdersbanding,
mzuning and love," .

foscedaty In which onjoymandt will spring divestly from living ltsel¥, ths
process of sxperiense, rether than frgm the quolity of wchlavoenoent,

This requirss o now culiure to replocs aolp cwitured shery oo-oporabios,
lown angd 1ifo ave the guiding Forogs of wrg&ﬁiaaziaﬁ rather then compoiitien,
Fownr ond biloodshad,

Trnis concopt will ehznoe the woy we 1ive,” Ho sust begia %o tulld collec
tivas wharo women ang cemmx*t@é to cthay wompn on oli doevsis - empbionsl,
physilonl, economin, goelitionl

Mionon mest prosn o narﬁm of thalr power to chongs their swn lives®, ane
thot een ezt be sohioved by boscoming petively dnvelved fo Fillm groups,
theatra grouns, nowspogper eslisobtives, ete.

Bover doelng anyihing lsods o o lagk oF cooTidoncs fa your abllity to do
anvkhing,  Toking control of o sodls 2nd morking in it crestes o sonss of ths
creabivity, energy,; prids ond powdr wamen oys capablic of,

The Divastine

. hare are mupy arecs of actisvidy in which we gon oot ot oer fominist
1danlis,

’ In o woman™s goomuenity we sust sitomed 4o most tho survive) neods of
gumen withoul econsmic privilige. This meons co-gpornbive child soru, hoalth
¢lirics, sbortion clinics, rgsourcas pondres, Infermotion vonirss, swiichboord
refpral ooankres, sic,

hess requirc o lurge, sffoctive, orionised ond dodicctod womdn's movemen
Bagdin '

S It kg essentiz] thob wo bulld our own mediot ngesprpers, topss, Films,
elo.  Without cur cwn medio e oro aiihoud o velps, W conoot raly on the
suamgriications of Lhe oppressor, Dasi moss modis distoriicas of Women's
Libaration axe ampls ovidsncs of dhet,

EH
In this medium women org tooisning to croube our ven imngs of oursalvoes =
instand of Beinag dafined by somoong plsels fmags op informotian, Ang Film
is so poneiar asd subtic that 14 zon ofion aawwunicuta in & woy thot aritten
#mierial gunnoi, .
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Bomgn's Brod
£ Lok ity T
AN owppriang

DEOGTRRINGE, !
angd nro ns sffecbivo aaiiun fik wmﬁu.u

Thoy roeporh devolopments in suoh movesont Fronis os ohildonrs, oboriion
cnd agual coploymont, oy broargred fome of cesnts in tho wosints sovensnt,
faminist pootyy 2nd Intorviews with pomes and iz gorsona] negounts of d
criminobion « o woll os ploviog moindy ausic by womon,

rclzviainn

fopoiond modium For gommunizoting Fomindst idorls is teigvision,  Espog-
1aily 23 30 mush of gur apnrﬁssiaﬂ thosy deyvs orininctas fyrom TV.

In the UoB. coble tolovision will soen cgon up vast gissibilities - a
womon's sivtisn will uﬁ possihlo,

For us born, now 1 the AOC is gnon to rus o oseries of haif hour RIORTImE-
made and controlisd by Lmrrgh“ﬁu Minnrify ocroups. Fominlets mosi seizg oppe
e“ﬁuniiia* tihp tnis.  Hesides being o sediom For our messngo it will croeate

oafidence and now skills fop the suomen ipvelves in Roking suzh o prugrem,
Eu?ﬁiuully wir will tokso over ftheic modiz,

Soprlt ang Solfedefpnno

Tho woman who Bes the conbisusd oppertuniiy fo move skillifolly izosrns
thai she, os an iadividesi, is on offaciive cebivn-producing 2pent wizhin
Bar lifo.wnpld,.”

A1 sports [nvented sa for seshasis Lhe ospesis of ghysiolagy in ehieh
mules zRool.

Wamzn hove besn oconned dobo belioving thoy oro sesk.  Bubt gonen aro
strong,  Most wumes howvs intornolised the sole inagse of us as wssok ond helpe
Ioas, ¥z must dostrey thot Is oursolvos, in our hoeods, beforg we u?ﬁ boagome
shrong, It is ossontial thok throwsh soart, ox@rcisy ond salf-«lofonce coursas
gavelon aur 1nteni strengih ond sulfe-comfidennn,

Men zue fealnise uo o joker bocpuse they hellave we zre too gook B2 be
of any roenl denoer,  Fhoy ore ned prapnrad ia fors stoong, angry, defisnt
women who Tre pot fatimidated by their pows

pmenls Srgdips .

+t thg momoot Ltheop are vericuos womon s studios progroms ab differant
tniversitiss, 1 belliovo it is vary imﬁqrtﬁnt to Bave eovracs Liko theaw in
which wo oo abuedy womsen’s histopy _=b“ wnmeh iy conpossion,

But -wo must bo ocophful of ha;nq Frblied =f- with spnaroke woemon’s sbodics
SoUTEREy run on eomporitively smell bMdgoeis, thed ollows tho eniversitios to
avoid gonfrunting the soxism ond ignoronee oftiSssiniem in thely .own deports
menta ond coursss, -

53ate iy

Egotings, discussions, Consciousssss Hnising Grauos, conforonces ote,
ore apobobly the hest wny fo zpeasd the Feelings of foninisi compunity, Co.
sermonnl intorngtlion Dolucun pomrs oon soukbturest Bhe braditiconsl
aliwnztion of womon from oooh othur,

Mrinted lesfiels, artielusy ne UBRIEGLY, Journnls oo ailso imoockoof,
A1l drawiog womun tocgathor Into o shnrsd oxpurience of fominism, of
iagcth@;ﬁczb,ﬁf sisterhsod,of eulimr;; rovaiption.

The, Tostie .
"The pelat of Womonte Libopsiicn s ant &o sbang ot tho deor of tho
snle wnrld, ba“tzmg gy ?l«t ang grving ®lei me in, dome you, 3ol oo
Ludi" Tho noint is fn walk nuuy Fram th“‘ anrld ond poncentrote on cronidng
O BeE wman, o wimnn gho il mokg thet gorld foll meyoly by rofusing io
opulute it, 2 moman whe nill romche harself,”
Tha deosiruckicn =of ihe pobrinrehy liss ot Lhe cere of o communiiy of wemun
who, by tho imdostrustibis sotyrs of their orgstive Fominism, nrs in the
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THE BADICALESBIAN MANIFESTO

Lesbian. ¥We do neot accepl the word in the sense thal it is
traditionally used 1o describes, explain and limit us. Through
our experience we have come Lo see iis political significance.
*lasblan is the label whioh holde every woman in line.” I¢'s a
fear word that says & woman has stapped outside her sex role
when that's whal we want{ to do, the label loses its bite.

Conditioning as a woman bheging early. Women are deluded into
thinking that they are getiing as good a deal as a man, just
different. Lesbiana are not conned inte moecepting their egituvation
but are taught that leabianiem ig a product of penis envy, arrssied
development; personality inadequacies, hormones. Societly expscis
concealwont of us. To ihe oppreusion of being a woman is added the
oppression of concealmsnt., This is why coming out is imporisnt.
¥hile we continuc to hide from society we ars ascepiing our own
opproession. To becoms viasible is the indication that we mo longer
sccept their terms, ¥We widen the range of our honesty with sach
other apd all we meat, We break down oux isolation. We recognise our
oppression and refuss to internalise it. To say that Gay is Good is
diviglive hut is neceasary in our reaction to conditioning. We will
not let aociety rest., Anvone who wishes to disapprove will be
obliged to do this to ocur faces,

We want to overcome the division betwesn women - o touch, relats,

to give strength and validity to each other, We want women f{o be

able to relats to women on all levels. We want to relate as indive
iduals, not as elements im & corvect ideclogy. Fucking with avother
womanjust removes one more barrier in our minds, enables us to learn
to love our woman-selves in another woman. It 18 anoither eradification
of oppression.Bui every woman who likes and works with other women ia
fgay™ by gociety's standards. For us, gay consciousneag is feminist
congciousness,

We want a genderless soclety, that is a society that deesn't differ-
entiate on the basias of sex, where people relate to egach other
irrespective of gender. But we rescognise that at this time and In
this place women are just more likely to be able to form relation-
ships with other women dthan with men, if our criterion is warmth and
honesty. We kKnow our relationships are natural. "The only sexual
peversion ia a relationship based on expleitation and dishonesiy.Y

we understand that our oppression atems from a sexist society. We
recoguise our oppression as women. We understand the specific threat
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that our living without men pgoses o the institutions of momogamy and

the nuclear family, institutions which are ihe basis and the iraining
schooke of {he patriarchy., This is wihiy we organise as gay womern apart
frem our gay brothers. Gay men, though stil)l oppressed, do siill receive
the antomatic benefits of being male in a patriarchal society. Leshians
can only receive the antomatlc oppression of being Temwale in a patriarche
al gociety. There are professions traditionally alletted to gay men,but
there's not sven a paternalistic hand ts women. Gay men have theiy herves—
Shakespeare, QOscar Wilde ~ while ours are suppressed - who Lknows that
Florence Nightingale and Joan of Are related to women? Homosexual men
have always had the option of compromising, of recsiving approval by being
worthwhile citizens. Women aren't supposed o act for themselves, they
are the poewer behind the man, Se a lesbian, logically, has no place at

ail in a patriarchal socisty. At the same time this makes us freexr to act
against 1t,

We see all uppresslon - capitalisi/worker, white/black, imperialist/third
world as sexist, that is, as bagsed on male power, We identify with the
struggles of all uppressed groups, not ag different igoliated causes, but
as sympioms of a sexist world view,

We are golng fto fight our oppreseion on all levels. We refuse to regard
ourselves as free while women sre oppresged. We recognize the institutions
which oppress us, and will not get up coples of marviage, of role playiog,
of power dominance, We are fightling our appression with honesty, in our-
selves and others, We will destroy the nuclaar family in ourselves. We do
noat want eqguality, but liberation. We do not believe in tndividual solutions.

gur immediate aims and tacties ars not fixed. Preconceptiona affect tmctics;
we think that the whole gociety must change, and work at what cowmes, fixing
at no one level. It is part of our oppressioen that we do not know how much
we 4o noi know. We camnol say what freedosm will be 1ike, We do noit have a
programme. A new society of aware people is very much a vigion still, But
wg can say ceriain things. %o do not condone any manifestation of the
ideals of monogamy or the nuclear family within our own relaticnships, Ve
hoalieve that leadership is destruciive, power is gexist, and ag we ainm

for a leaderless societly so we work in a leaderless group. And we sttack
the power bagis of of sexiam in exigting instituitions. We work through
00&§1ousness raising to fres our own heads. We work through zap actions

and demenstrationzs to. raise the caﬁ%iousnaas_of others, always bearing in
mdnd}£pat confrontations may opeén people's eyes, it way also allenate them.
We do groove on militancy but adapt tactics to situsiions, Buil we do not
shirk confrontations, k¥nowing that our silence oppresses our @ilent sgisters,
Cuy existence ig an argument in i1tself, Not only poofter bashers but & .
whole soclietly oppresses us, su direcineas is the beat tactic.

We want more than equality, We wani Revolution, Male powsr, embodied in
the male institutions of gur pregeut culture, is asggression. To ask for
equality is only %o get inte that - inte ruthlessnees and non-caring. So
forget about that concept of power and talk about cellective feminist
conciousness; about development as people in strength and love, "Lying in
the arms of the individusl soluiion,”™ we wont gel anywhere, S¢ we want to
eatablish our own alternative feminist culture, We wunt a distinct

feminisgt community where we can leara to.be/act ourselves as people. We are
not going to be seen through the eye of male culiure. And thers’s mo point
in conquering male culture when we can treate our own,

N.B Everything is a paradox,

Aunthorised by Womwen's Liberation and Gay Liberation.



RULES AND RELATIONSHIPES

finve Radicaleshiana first got geing round Australia, a nhmber of
unwribten rules have been hullt up aboul how a lesbian feminist
ralationship should work, T wanted to wrlte something about them, but
#ll I cot wag eithery my life story or statements about loeve and work
and sconamic bases that got too far away fyom the daily detalils I keap
thinking aboui. 8o instead I've writtesn down the rules about
reiationships that I collected by talking to women in Adelaide.

1. Peminist lesbians who are fucking togethey don’i:

- pash on in public places

- g0 gverywhars togsthar

~ live together/sizep together every night
- gay they wanit Lo pe monogamous.

The reasons for this zet oFf rules sre something iike:

- gotting up a situation for yoursslf vhere you can’t drift into
making a fucking relationship your main security or interest
- making sure that other people can stiil gei through to you.

2. Within the reglationship there are other rules. Feminist lesbians don't

- £all in love
-~ feel jealcus
- want t¢ be monogamous

and do

- talk about what they are doing, net only with each other.

The reasons for this set of rules are something like:

- getting suspicious about the idea of love because it mainiy seens
0 have worked to keep women out of action.

~ gatting suspicicus aboul monogamy because it mainly seems to be
there to maks gtable worker-producing families.

3. Then if you do get invelved in multiple fucking relationships there

are some other rules., These aren't quite as clear out yet, but my random

gampie agreed that: .

¥

« you ¢an't vork on spontaneity e.g. if you all go to a party you
need to know beforehasnd who goes home with whom

~ some Eind of balance of time has to bé worked oub

~ you don't want to know eifher evezythinc oy nothing about your
lover's other lovers.

The reagong for this set of yrules zare something like:

~ gince we have been trained to expect that we will get our main
emotional sscurity from one other person, we have to antrain
purselves. To demand of ourselves znd the women we love that we
act as if we were there already is silly.

These are the rules as far a8 T can collect them. I’ve wxitten them down
as dictatorial sistements, but actually they aren’t usad as a great new
way of conforming. Everyone whoe belisves in t{hem breaks them, but it means
that we have to think abount what we do, and not dust drift aleng doing
what we were aiways told wo do.

Btill there is a lot that the rules don't even take inte congideration. Are
we workimg out rulsg to change society or to make life easiexy? Is there
anything in the rules that applies specifically to lashian relationships?
Iz this etiguetts or politics? And a lot of other guestions.

JENnY.

A discussion on rules and relationships will take place at
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