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Socialist Party News

| HE SOCIALIST PARTY votes, to the one vote of resi- entire event with many sur-

has shifted into emer- dents! This gerrymanader was prises in store. }_{E-ep an aye
. . introduced by Kennett and kept out for our special edition for
| gency mode with the by the Bracks Labor government. the event and the new CWI

us bﬂ'mbingl Anseft col- As reported elsewhere on this booklet on the socialist
| lapse and the ongoing page we held a successful winter  alternative to capitalist
' refugee and federal camp during this period. globalisation

We are standing SP
Perth branch MNational Committee

i election campaign. Here
: In Perth comrades have been = member Denise Dudley

are the reports from the

i pusi mﬂnfh. I:IIJE}I' on their heroin reform cam- in theYarra Glﬂl’ Council
_ paign. In Melbourne we helped by-election for the
| 40 at branch meeting organise a Community Nicolson Ward in
. A branch meeting in Melboume Campaign for Heroin Reform Melbourne.
| on September 4th saw nearly 40 (CCHR) public meeting in :
people attend and discuss the Frankston on a Saturday after- Denise Dudley
legacy of Che today. Zac Wright  noon, and about 30 people Denise is co-ordina-
lead-off the discussion. Seven tumed up. tor of CCHR and
people expressed an interested played a key role
in joining the party. CFMEU organising first aid at S11 and
In the CFMEU our members the M1 demonstration in
Election results have been busy working with Melbourne. Denise, 24, lives in
In the Melboume City Council  their union comrades in fighting the ward. Our preferences are
| election the Socialist the upcoming Royal going to the Greens. So far two
| Panty/Putting People First ticket ~ Commission. One member Dave  ALP candidates have also nomi-
ended up with 1,292 votes after  O’Brien was recently made an nated. We aim to door-knock the
preferences (498 first prefer- organiser in the furniture trades entire ward to generate support
ences) and were knocked outin  division of that union. for our socialist, campaigning "
round 120 of an eventual 128 ideas. s c -"1‘ o2
| rounds of voting. With another CHOGM blockade  In the probable November u al'l'lage e
159 voies we would have proba- All members are looking for- election, we are standing Tiwai -
bly won a seat due to the way ward to the Gﬂmmw:nwe;?th Clarke in the Blue Mountains and | 005 10 + 11 -
preferences were heading our  Heads of Government meeting in Stmnﬁfmufyg‘uﬂ'ﬂm“";?-
o Dt:tuber We are active in prepar- , S e o8
. What is more impressive at e PTePAT  ciaiy with all this work Phore | AANIS @1 cg"
el (03) 8639 9111 to pledge a dona-
before. ‘T]_Iﬁ fop of this corpora Iries meet u‘-lfl‘l.]-i':-lf,“l polit | n_—.r1 National Commitee 1{.“:; 13
tions in the area received h R S Jeadling cpapiacios '
1VE WO II"IE' HIHDH HG-IEI |'_|"|E| .rUfH‘E'E' 2 s -&JF'F”E'J*'I:'ET MI"WJ

Th il be - i
“Joining the Eﬂmm et CFMEU Royal

Commission into the building industry, the

Soc'a"st wing, the Young Socialist OHE I s s He TN comm'sslon

League, will be there for the to be key points of discussion, e
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So after a little “uming ﬂi‘lﬂ :
aahing” | bit the bullet and
decided 1o take up the fight
against capitalism.
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Fighting exploitation in the workplace

These things in turm lead
to workers suffening at the
hands of rude and often
abusing employers.

For weeks now Socialist
Party members and others
in the Young Workers
Association [ YWA) have
been asking people at
YWA stalls to "Dobina
Bass"

Our big charts have
been filled by the passing
public with horror stories:
£5 an hour at Hungry

Jacks, probationary wages
{no money) for two weeks
at cafes then the evitable
sacking, and standover
bosses who get away with
it due to the desperate
need for jobs by young
workers.

85% of young workers
are outside the unions and
Zel no real protection.
Those who are in unions
such as the nght-wing

SDA (for sho :-1:-r~

ral estates in Australia from

. t_gh and a'm:mpt all industi-

find the umon often‘is effi-

cient at taking their dues
from workers wages but
not very good at servicing
members and hghting for

their rights. The SDA gave

$1 million last year to the
Labor Party, but many of
1ts members complain of a
not seeing
from one month to the
mext.

The YWA was estab-
lished this yvear to offer a
highting alternative to
yvoung workers. We have
been recruiting casual,
part-time and permanent
workers (some already
members of unions) to the
YWA,

We also encourage non-
union members to join the

an Organiser

union in their industry.

Fora 31 a year member-
ship fee, the YWA offers
members free industrial,

legal and occupational

1ealth and satety ad Ce i

1], the freehy ,"'.!_:".,r paper
in Melbourne and on other
I."‘-“""l'-:'l -.'.l...

 $105 a day to keep someone
a detention centre. $3 million a

OR MANY of the half a million young workers in
Austrahia (those under 24 years old) low pay and
job insecurity are a fact of life.

members via a telephone
hotline and help from vol-
Unteer organisers,
Individual union officials
and vanous agencies have
also been helping the
YWA to beef up its know]
edge and ability to servige
members,

Melbourne City Council
15 currently considering a
grant to the YWA.

Where necessary mem-
bers are supported with
direct action. YWA mem-
bers have also targetted
Nike stores in Melbourne
s CBD {with the anti-Nike
blockade group) and in its
own right at the
Collingwood Nike store.

Membership now is just
under 300 and growing
fast

The media have given
the YWA a good run on

Victorian radic o
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health and safety laws?!

Once again, Beazley's ALP
faithfully support the govern-
ment, with only a pathenc
whimper of opposition.

This law change to suit
Howard exposes capitalist law
as something that at the end of
the day is there to serve the
needs of the ruling class.

‘When Howard sent the navy
onto a ship carrying refugees in
international waters it was a
clear case of sea piracy. The law
15 flouted when necessary by
the govemment and then used
to us full power against militant
unions when necessary.

The vast amounts of money
spent by the Government on
this racist exercise shows the

Some workers think this is
about protecting “jobs and
SCArce resources’.

In reality Howard cares noth-
ing for workers’ jobs, wages
and conditions. He spent
350,000 per Tampa refugee in
the first B days of the cnsis
keeping them offshore.

This is more than three years
unemployment benefit! It cost

aims are political not economic.

day is being spent on the mili-
tary involvement in the crisis.
He is spending taxpayers
money on this to fool the elec-
torate. L

The energy of these refugees
would be a great asset to
Australia. The 1dea that they
have come all this way under
such danger to sit on the dole is
ridiculous.

We should be fighting against

~ job cuts and fighting for a

socialist job creation policy, not
blaming the fellow victims of
capitalist globalisation and
imperialism.
~ The ruling class is split on
this issue. The more far sighted
sections oppose Howard fearing
a big anti-racist backlash in the .
next period especially from the
youth. They worry about the
crisis undermining the position
of Australian capitalism in East
Asia.

Australian foreign correspon-
dent Greg Sheridan railed
against “the governmetn
(which) has managed 1o
mobilise and inflame public
apinion against Muslims and
refugees from the Middle Ea-s;t

have revealed that the nation
has turned harsh and merciless
and that the Coaltion is pre-
pared 1o use human beings as
pawns in its domestic electaral
struggle.™ This capitalist news-
paper is more principled that
Labor!

They continue: “(Howard's
policy) cannot disguise the

damage to Australia’s (read

Australian ruling class - editor)
global reputation and to vital
regional foreign policy interests,
pal'tlLl.llﬁﬂj." Australia’s still raw
and sensitive reianuns with
Indonesia.” TRy

In any event Howard's policy
will not SLop 0

refugees. People smugghng =

now a $10 billion a year glo
industry - rests on mis
ed by imperialism and globali-
sation: 400,000 Albanians flee-
ing to Italy, 5.5 million “illegal’
Central Americans in the USA,
millions of north Africans in
Spain, 600,000 ‘illegal’ workers
in Malaysia etc ete.

Indnnf.sm has been cool on

desperate requesis
for help in oping refugees

creat-

phone (03) 9639 9122,
The Melbourne YWA
has a stall every Frida el | uiterested people

tarm pmt ouls

yre Information

-:-::mnn:i.r “the rubbish Pehert

is a great burden for us and it
tends to benefit Australia ™

So the chances of mdenﬁia
tightening up on this policy is
low. In any event in the next
period hundreds of thousands of
internal refugees from Aceh,
West Papua and elsewhere will
attempt to come to Austraha.
Indonesia will be part of John

- Howard's problem, not solution.

Because of the policy of
Labor and the head-in-the-sand
attitude of most union leaders to
this crisis, many workers - even

A ,,.;ml:lustnally militant workers -

are confused. Socialists have to
patiently explain the issues
involved from a class perspec-
tive. _ '
- We support full freedom of
movement of all peoples, but
simply calling for open borders
and leaving it at that will not
cut it with most workers. We
'nﬂﬁdnpmgmmm: that links the
issue to the question of jobs and
a future for all.
ralia is not *full up
problem is unfair dli!]‘lhﬂllﬂn ﬂf
wealth, not ."T:'M..“f
resources, For example, the

 people as ref mes
that hawuﬂnnhenbm’: d -"

al .Hl'l'.'l .“'l.'rg'u:_ _-"-.I'"

.-:."r' |r'l'|'.'r .-"r Fi

'Ii'htm; i:h;!dren as ymmg as H'I
can nume:hud and
sedated. These camps are used
today for refugees and tomor-
row {if we do nothing) for trade
unionists and radical students.

Margaret Thatcher introduced
anti-terrorist legislation against
the IRA that was largely sup-
ported by workers. In the 19805
she used the same legislation
against striking miners.

We must fight for a guaran-

teed job for all workers, includ- |

ing refugees. This must be

“linked 10 a militant strategy

against job cuts, nationalisation
of ailing companies like Ansett
and a socialist plan fE..,.,[h‘:
economy.

Unity in slruggle not w&

fellow workers and victims
must be our approach.
We must qwmat

our enemies here in Australia -
Howard and the ruling class.
They are our allies in the
fight for a decent future for us
and our children, not a threat to
s, e

I linders Lane, Citv. All
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We've done well in Austrahan elections...
HE SOCIALIST PARTY first stood for election in
the 1998 Federal election for the seat of Batman, in

Melbourne's northern suburbs.

We were called the M Hitant Socialist Organisation at the time. Austrahia's
att Wilson then 19, stood ag: ainst ex-ACT1

youngest ever ¢ andidate, M
President Martin Ferguson This Labor candidate had been imposed over

' the head of the local Al P branches by the national office in thanks for

his sell-out record in the ACTU | |
amme called for free education, job creation, a

Matt campaign progre ‘
need Tor

boost to public transport and health all in the context of the
socialism

Meetungs were
Strects were letterboxed advertising streel meetings with Mait address-

ing locals and taking their questions .
On election night election workers were eleated when results came in

held by our young alection-lcam in trams-and-trains.

of aver 1,000 first preferences received for Matt, In September 1999
we stood party secretary Stephen Jolly for the seat of Richmond in
the Victorian state election. The campaign was run in the same out-
poing style as Matt's was, with the entire electorate letterboxed as

l well. Such was our level of ground support after years of campaign-
ing work in this area, that even the local newspaper, Melbourne
Times, gave us positive coverage and in effect called for a vote for

LS
We received over 4,000 first preference votes - 12% of the vote. In
suburbs like Collingwood and Fitzroy the vote rose to 15-16%.
This was the highest vote for a socialist since the 1950s. Last year
we stood Neil Grey in the seat of Maylands in the WA state elec-
tion. Again we came first of the various leftwing candidates in
the election with 250-o0dd votes, and over 1% of the vote.
Last month we stood Stephen Jolly and John Maciulis tor the
Melbourne City Council election under the banner "Putting
P-nple First".

il
e

.F::;aé@;ﬁ ‘have creat- |

emselves and
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-Kcnntﬂ*&aﬂmg S11
dn;rnuns::raturs‘ fﬂﬁ-ﬂlﬂﬂ, but oulraged
- when ALP's Steve Bracks gave us this tag.
Hdt n_nly did he anger demonstrators and
the public alike, but also the many ALP-

affiliated unions who took part in the

T i

Now the membership base of the ALP is Industry,

the Aston by-election and the

Melbourne City Council elec-
tion, we can see a considerable
swing towards minor political
parties and indepdents. The rise
in votes of the Democrats, the
Greens, socialists and indepen-

democracy has been ravaged by the top
party brass, especially in relation to pre-
selection,

If the A!.LF is elected federally this year,
they will not rollback the GST, they will
not pursue the interests of the working
class, youth and low-income earners. They

dents is sending warning signals il pander to big business as they did in :d as
to Canberra. Victoria during the World Economic Eﬂﬁywm
: ; : Forum and have done in New South Wal I deed, suck
\ ! People are sick of hearing the same lies; in Ne es \ 5u
’ ﬁﬂm:-mﬂmnﬁwm he, ety il the W‘E“WH“““
current system. = far Right Legislation,
3 mmm:grmﬂm'g: Sﬂmunlmmaﬂwsmmﬁmqmm 3. iRk n-_:
. showsthaifthe Left do not exploit the :;T“““#“““‘“ One
- vacuum, others will. hu-nmm lytwo
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SOCIALISTS AND ELECTION

caug9le * Soligq

S — Bl -_ dals. Many look to Pauline Hanson’s One
N e o Ciage -  the ur Nation as a true alternative to ALP and
the Liberals. What they don't see is that
she has no interest in the working class,
she attempts to split them by preying on
minority groups and blaming them for the
cause of all Australia’s problems.

She seeps into the minds of ordinary 12
people and offers them hersolution - White !
Australia. Many without jobs, money,
homes etc find this a plausible u?]mqun:' R
and find it aast:rmbap;l agaum mmi 1

overwhelmingly pelty bourgeois. J‘tmnma} - Th:huslra,]mn Dnnut:gl;z

save lhamsclm ;
u: imple
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The Socialist Pa:w in election action

Ty

4

The electuon was the hardest for us 50 tar as L-:lTP;.r'[aTJms ‘T'
residents' one. We had a tiny $600 budget and had never Stog
before. J
Nevertheless out of 97 candidates for council we cames \
votes after pruﬁ:wm-{fa. We were 159 votes short of winning
In the next few months we will be-campaigning in the bys
Nicholson ward of Yarra City Council in Melboume:
first time we are standing a woman, Denise Dudley, S 3 brar
member in Melbourne and secretary of the
Heroin Reform. o
As usual we will work closely with the Greens, € H-"_'_.
It is only a matter of time before the growing s ,___-_;._-"=
nessed at 511 and in the rising militancy in our o
the electoral field. It is possible the Socialist Par
CIArIes. 2
Phone (03) 9639 9122 to assist with Denises’ car
eral election campaign (Stephen Jolly
Blue Mountains. :

o
LR AN
42 '

1 d:r!mnsl;rat‘mn! grants then the entire s}fﬂm aulir
\ It is time (o realise that the ALP is no ‘blame the victim' puﬁuh offer nc
5 longer a party that is representative of tions. To believe that in
working people. In the past we can be solved by nusmgaﬂ -
explained that the pro-capitalist and them is mmhut a _|nl:¢ [
pro-imperialist programme of the ALP She claims 1o be working class b
(for example its support for Indonesia’s  began her puhu-:ﬂ! life
invasion of East Timor in 1975) was ::andjdatn.ﬁhr. mﬂ rive
By Denise Dudley balanced by its basc in the working Hﬂﬁﬁ,ﬂ;ﬁ the rec
N RECENT elections, such as s oyal o
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Unions and disaffiliation from ALP

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN the trade unicn movement and the ALP is fray-
ing at the edges. After the latest Labor Party betrayal - this time over Warkers'
Compensation - a series of unions announced disaffiliation or possible disaffilia-
tion from the party.

The NSW branch of the National Union of Workers have already done this. This
union arganised rank and file members to picket and leafiet people outside the
affice of ex-NUW official now a State member who broke the union picket of
Parliament House to vote for the counter-reforms to Workers: Comp

In the past we analysed the ALP fike other social democratic parties overseas,
as a bourgeois workers' party, That is a party that had a programme but never-
theless had a mass base in the working class.

In fact the party was created in the 18905 by unions and small socialist groups
who understood the need for a mass workers' party in the wake of the union
defeats during the recession of that decade.

Now the electoral ties between workers and especially young people is unray-
elling. The experience of the Accord years from 1953-96 where real wages were
cut while profits rese under Labor governments, and of Labors' privatisations
and cuts have not gone unnoticed in the working class.

The membership of the ALP js overwhelmingly petty bourgeois. Party demog-
racy Is violated on a daily basis, especially in regard to pre-selection of parlia-
mentary candidates. The vote for minor parties and independents has risen in
recent elections to up to 30% of the vote, sometimes mare. We support the
push from union militants to fight against their leaders handing over union dues .
hand over fist to a party that has used the courts and police against workers.
Disaffiliation from the Labor Party by uniens should be supported.

However there is no alternative mass workers' party for unions, community
groups and individual workers to adhere ta yet. This is the music of the future.
We call on unions to work with other progressive forces to build a new party, a
new mass socialist party for the working class and its allies

In disgust at the Labor Party and of course in disgust at the Coalition parties,
workers, youth and the rural poor have been searching for alternatives. On the
fight One Nation and other right-wing parties and independents have been get-

1ing greater support, especially when their ideas are not actively challenged by
the Left.

~ WHY DO SOCIALIST s%

may ses v
Recent polls in the UK show that the
majority of the population believe that real

However such a system gives us certain freedoms 10

The Greens are pick

9 up support urning
to the Greens impressed by their Fedara neern for
the environment. In NSW al least the Greens have

active in supporting
waorkers' struggles.

However as socialists we explain that the Greens despite their radical image
call.for reforms within the framework of a capitalist system They support a zere
immigation palicy, in effect putting the blame for Poverty on population growth
instead of unequal distribution of resources by capitalism. Socialist Alliance
electoral coming together of the left parties, | and DSP, plus some smaller
socialist parties and individuals, is a pre attempt at building a new: party
belore the ground work has been Prepared. The unreality of this project was
best shown in the Aston by-election where they received 0 46% of the vote
despite a big effort

The unwillingness SA to discuss the lessons of this experience in terms their
project is dangerous far them, SA union members have been asked to push
inside unions for disaffiliation from Labor (which we agree) and for support for
SA. Our approach is different, We call on unions to disaffiliate from |
establish political funds inside their unions 10 support
parties al elections. We are not sydac
can only defend workers in the workplace, a party is needed 1o for stafe
PoweT to effect change In regards to education, heaith; international policy etc

The political funds should be run by elected committees of rank and filers,
union delegates, and officials who would interview and investigate all those
seeking support from the union at election time. Such forces wauld have to
fDp(-."n their books and show the union where else they were getting their funding
TOm.

They would have to prove their recard of supporting worker causes and be
accountable to the union after being elected.

Groups like the Greens, left AlLPars, Socialist Alliance,

Labor, and

and most Importantly

groups of workers who will in the future decide 16 run in elections would be invit-

ed to approach the committee, The Socialist Party will be seeking supportfrom
unions for its candidates in the upcoming federal election. Mo other s
party has received betler results in elections t
We are a workers' party with a strang record of union struggles. We are pan of
a socialist international group, the Committee for a Worker International, with a
similar record in over 30 countries and co
Our position
past of union involvemne
new workers' party.

Those on

: chosen candidates andjor
alist, unions need a political voice. Unions

e

i z . ise, which is preferrable to a position of re; d they L

demsmn-n.nkmg p(m:er Foon h_“ard r?oms the Lefl who refuse ta run in eleetions miss a huge opportuni- A push for reforms a c

of the major companies rather than in pal ty. We do not think that unions alone can defend the working  must be made through active d

ment. Opinions here would probably be little class. Unians only protect workers by and large in the work-  the Community Campaign for Herom Reform and at
P P Y p

different.

Obviously socialism will not be achieved through capitalist
parliament, but through the mass movement of the working
class. Nothing can be won in parliament before it is won or
could be won on the ground.

Neventheless there are many fundamental reasons to stand in
the elections. The main reason is 1o use parliament 4s an agila-
tional tool. Through active participation in elections, we are
able 0 struggle for reforms and work to shift class-conscious-
ness,

For many, elections may be the closest they come to political
activity. Casting a vote can be empowenng for those who
don't participate in any other political work. During election
periods, public interest in politics increases, local, state and
{ederal situations are exposed and people begin to consider
‘what their vole means.

place. For many other issues such as edycation, health, sogial
issucs workers need a political party.

The absolute rejection of parliament {(generally the main rea-
son for nal participating) is a result of a failure of these organ-
isations to gain a base within the community. Naturally it is
impassible 0 fun in every single election and boyeotis of
elections may be necessary at some point where the masses
see the parliament as an obvious fraud,

Elections and parliament, as mentioned earlier, are an excel-
lent way (o spread socialist ideas. When running in elections
the key aim is not o necessarily gain votes, bul to inform and

Richmond Secondary College).

The restrictiveness of the capitalist system for ordinary peo-
ple, in the guise of welfare, public health and cducation must
be exposed. In Australia, the massive cuts 1o public hralth_has
resulted in many not being able to access good health services
and others being forced to pay out for private cover.

Through our international and national experience, we can
sec the importance of elections. Many reforms have been
achieved through parliament, which in the big picture may
seem small on the road 1o revolution, but are a necessary start-
ing point.

However they all manage to raise
- awareness by linking socialist policies
w of the working class.
indidates have managed to put

many in the traditional parties, hay
stood by their policies and have ™

in councils and parliament as well as

|

_ socialism i eryday language and wvuiside on the streets, at the picket lines
| 1t is vital for socialists to use this as an opportunity to pro- : a’hm aﬁ-:uuapemd.f.'nrm. ele.
meole socialism and present an altemative. Tt's true that when International Elections paigning work on the ground have Rather than being bought off by the
socialists win control of 4 Council or regional government and LA managed (o gain reputations as serious  lure . 3 =
s his power o puh foruand he incresis ofthe working | WAL COMMITTEE “::‘N &um-memmqg,_ﬂ e
class, the ruling class will use every extra-pariiameniary ORKERS' INTERNATIONAL TO areas where candidat =
means they can mobilise W thwart the elected administrati which the Socialist Party is affiliated ally wan elections there has been a
When Militant won control of Liverpool City Council in the b "-":"'““' 1 betwe
carly 1980s they built more houses with gardens and *‘Um“r o SR Vi
employed more apprentices than all ather Labour-run councils | 24! mmhn:f“ ng elected
in Britain added up. As punishment, they faced the wrath of DERunat » B‘?:n e
‘the Thateher govemment, the courts and the Labour i'::&?m- Hpf oupiRg,
- Opposition o aisi Jiti .]‘W_ --.!-‘ui ..ﬁ fal-
N et g
R -  Thic bi &mq,w"“ | Many candidates although working
~ struggle would never have occurred if Militant had ignored Iy
 the question of clections in the first place. -
e b D
ety but the — —
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Union leader claims May

Day Committee’s

programme is “z far greater
danger to capitalism” than

the M1 movement

Dear Editor
I write to put a differ
yur paper

to do with the

Dy celebrations

over the last twenty or
thirty years, and has

done little to study the
history of May Day in

Melbourne’s W

Supply Pure!”
Arising from this,

many Melbourne social-

wnti imperialist themes

1 support for the

alist alternative - the

only alternative to capi
talism

There is no evidence

ture writer May Day
is essenti bout
"Labor Party stalwarts"

to dis-

getting tog
cuss the Liberals. On the
contrary it is overwhelm
ingly non Labor Party
working people and oth-
ers who are the driving

force and participants in

Stalws o take
part are to be congratu-
lated despite their party s
mostly pro capitalist, pro
imperialist stance.

‘What is the "unofficial
anti capitalist Tove-

| ration of a public ha

for the 1
wﬂﬁnﬁﬁm called for the |

rights and for the decla-
|

on May Day. It is hardly

at there is no

surprisin
‘official”’ endorsement of
this pr mme, as it is a
direct attack on capital-
sm which is itself
eople rights

ever extend-

£ hours on the

ed working
working people

On the contrary, if you
examine the Australia
wide publicity in the
capitialist media for the
M1 activities and com-
pare it o the absalute

e of pub-
.

off
endorsement (at least at

some level) for the activ-
ities of the M1 and at the
same time a recognition

of the far greater dangers
to capitalism from the

that there was

Thousands of workers
time giving the illusion
of real democracy) but i
cannot withstand a unit-
ed population, led by the
working class, mobiliz-

ing inst imperi if

etermined to even-

tually win socialism.
It is a fact that every

| wear the May Day
Committeg gives con-
Crefe eXpression Lo
exposing imperialism,
and to our international
duty, through its speak-
ers, its films, its banners,

ities e ar, need

act
| to do a better job to get

the working class and

other community sectors

involved around the mili-

tant programme of the
Melbourne May Day

If we expect workers
in large numbers to stop

e September -

May 1st 2001 Melbourne

stop work and join anti-capitalist activists on the streets of Melbourne

work on a non public
holiday during the week,

| to awend a May Day

rally we simply place
another major barrier 10
ing work-
y support
st and anti imperi-
narches and other

| the way of

5 (0 activ

| al
I activities
{  Therefore it is funda-
mental that the annual
May Day activities,
organized by the May
Day Committee, includ-
ing the march on the
_Sunday nearest (o May
n

Finally your feature
article makes some
veiled references to peo-
ple not necessarily being
totally devoted to the
great philosphers of the
past. The earthshaking
philosophies of Karl
Marx and other great
Marxists are not

October 200 1

“philosophers of the
past”. They are vibranty
brilliant guides to actian
that arc even mare
relevent in today's =
world. Socialism will-nat
be won by mainly mid-
die class people -
(although they may b
‘ well meaning and cous
| geous) demonstrating
from time £o time
capitalist en
only be the wor
class in unity wil
vast majority of
community

5

pimion & licve (and
demand) the socialist
objective.

Karl Marx left u

| Editor’s note: Len is the Secretary of the
the Communications division of the Co

JOIE Bl =R : : and Plumbing Union .
Dz vites (fim | i hour day, for a com- | demonstrations of stu- | Do you agre wilh Lan that geting workers o stk an May
nightiswreath layingflec- | Prehensive bill of social, | dents and others on the | ting workers o octively supportsocialst and anil imperialist
turefconcert etc), around | POlitical and demacratic | streets (and at the same | the media helped the M1 movement? What's your take on
| Replyto Len in the next issue of Voice o

i3 o

E period and hoad off 1o
the Federal Court w solve the police

Selection Committee from the public office selection com-
ALP Secretary David Feeney, '“;“gcm -
AMWU i c this position no different to
p se::iﬂ]’ raig positions taken by former Premier Jeff
hﬂ_,ohm’A o Morwell Kennent and the Liberal Party. 1 also
ith Hamilton find this position as in the same man-
Due o recent announcements in the  ner as adopted by Howard, Reith,
media from the Premier of Victoria M Abbott at a Federal Liberal level.
Steve Bracks threatening 1o terminate The Yallourn Energy dispute is one

such example that comes 1o mind. T
shall remain an ALP member continu-

g

Well known Workers' First activist, La Trobe Valley boi :
e = : y boilermaker, and
Soena_h# Party, Steve Presley -rece’ntly sent this letter to the Al-|; ;
many more resignations from the remaining workers in the ALP in the next
“l wish to stand down/resign from the (ALP)

public office selection committee”
dispute [ wish to stand down/resign g to try to help solve local problems,
 issues such such as unemployment

which has not improved i

in the first term of this gover nt.
The employment opportunities are

e

still scarce and casual whilst unem.

ployment is still
ures.

support their families.
hope if this ALP State
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Sydney Socialist Party branch member Michael Schembri disagrees with some
In the article below he outline his posi-
tion in favour of one state for Jews and Palestinians alike. The National

Committee will reply next month...

Support the Palestinian struggle
for national liberation!

of the party position on Israel/Palestine.

ET'S BE

BLUNT about

it: Israel is the
result of decades of
colonial settlement
by European Zionist
Jews and the
European Powers,
which started at the
end of the 19th cen-

tury.
It continued with the
struggle of Zi Jews

against their British mentors
in order o create an inde-
pendent state. It was sealed
by the partition of Palestine
into twio separate states by
the United Nations which,
like the Zionist Jews, did not
recognize the right of
Palestinian Arabs to the land
they had lived on for cen-
turies, Israel consolidated
itself by overrunning most
of —i?:jn in the 1948 war,

The Occupied
Territories Today
At the ignoble end of the
Oslo peace process il is pos-
sible to see why the
Palestinians refused to put
up any more with the cha-
rade. More settlements exist
now than seven years ago, at
the beginning of the process.
East Jerusalem has been

completely cut off from the
rest of the territories by the
buildup of a wide swathe of
settlements in an ongoing
process off annexation. The
Lemitories, in a deliberate
plan described as apartheid
by the Israeli state itself,
have been chopped up into
smaller bits of land cut off
from each other by settle-
‘ments and roads accessible
only to the Jewish settlers
and the Israeli military.
Water and energy are com-
pletely controlled by Israel,
as are all border crossings.
Even withour this occupa-
tion in place. the temitories
simply are not rich enough
in soil, water and other
resources to be viable as a
separale state. Every day,
before the recent Intifada

started, thousands of
Palestinian workers com-
muted to Isracl and back for
work.

Under the final version of
the Oslo "peace™ process the
Palestinian authority would
have control over only 17%
of the West Bank and the
Gaza Strip, with another
24% under joint Israel/PA
control. This 41% makes up
only 9.6% of historic
Palestine or British mandate
territory. The West Bank
would be chopped up into
64 pieces of land, with no
border with Jordan. Israel is
obviously not budging. It is
obvious it never meant 1o,

Arabs inside

Israel
Inside Israel the situation

survive in the face of deeply
ingrained racism and the
accompanying injustices this
a:=Ww with them. ZD- 50

solution?

The refugees
Israel has created a huge
1m_5:_:u= refugee popula-

refugees live in the neigh-
bouring countries (Syria,
Jordan, Lebanon and other
Arab countries) and another
0.4 million live further in the
diaspora (Europe, North
America. Africa and

registered by UNRWA as
refugees, one third of whom
live in refugee camps in
Gaza, the West Bank and the
neighbouring countries.
They constitute the largest

group of refugees in the
world as well as the longest
existing. Jews around the
world can avail themselves
the Tsraeli Law of Return

We are clearly dealing
with a situation of one peo-
ple - the Palestimian Arabs -

by another -

y, the |
remains a participant in this
discriminatory treatment of
Palestinian Israeli workers.
Despite being nominally cit-
izens of Israel, Palestinian
Israelis do not have a right
1o buy land.

The Israeli Defence
Forces continue raking land
away from them, bulldozing
their houses in order to build
houses and other buildings
for Jewish Israelis.
Following the outbreak of
the Al Aqgsa Intifada last
September, Palestinian
Israelis have been the vic-
tims of ongoing pogroms i
violent attacks by mobs of
Israeli Jews supported by the
police. Tsrael remains a state
based on Jewish / Judaist
exclusivity. -

The state 15 defined by
race and religion and is
meant o exclude those who
are not Jewish. In other
words if is a racist state on a
level only parallel by
Apartheid South Africa.

Zionist Jews. This does not
mean that a solution is pos-
sible by pushing the Jews
into the sea. It does mean,
however, that there can be
no solution which accepts
the existence of twa separate
states. A separate Palestinian
state simply isn't viable. A
separate Israel does not
solve the problem either for
the Palestinian refugees nor
far those Palestinian Arabs
held as a conquered people
inside Israel itself. As long
as three remains a separate
Isracli State the conflict-will
continue, The only _uouu_zn
way out, hard as it is, is
through the formation of a
single secular state of
Palestine in which all citi-
zens - Arabs and Jews - are
equal. The absolute obstacle
1o this splution is Zionist
Jewish racist supremacy. On
the other side, this solution
used o be the dominant

.

response.
Demands
There are a number of
adiate demands which
:Em_ be made. These
. *Solidarity with the
an uprising * A call for
n support of the
s * A call for aid for
the Palestinian health and wel-
fare services and for human
rights und campalgn organisa-
tions * A call for international

the govemnment
UN vote to one of

¢ of Mordechai Vanunu

The Isracli Law of Return must
be abolished * All citizens must
have equal rights  * Arabic
and Hebrew must become
cqually national languages *
The state must become secular,
and all religious symbols of the
state must be removed * Law,
health and education must be
secularised * There must be
equitable distribution of water,
transport, energy and communi-
cation infrastructures.
These are clearly transitional
demands: demands which
. are essential but which can-
not be met by retaining the
existing Israeli state, the cur-
rent Israeli borders, the cur-
rent relationship of Israel o
US imperialism. Neither can
they be met without the
expropriation of the Tsraeli
bourgeoisie and the over-
throw of the military-state
apparatus,

It is a tough cail. Bui no
other way forward is possi-
ble which does not perpetu-
ate the dispossession of the
Palestinian people and
thereby also pe ]
the né g

- | Sarah-Marie. Here

' The lessons |
of Big
Brother

By Maike Hahneiser

OR CENTURIES NOW, how

women act, dress and work

has been decided by men
and the media. In recent decades
the media has preached left, right
and centre whether we wear
Versace in Spring, Lisa Ho in
Winter or Tiger Lily to go swim-
ming.

From teenagers, women are taught by
magazines like Dolly, New Idea or
Cosmopolitan what the ideal figure is for
the season and which diet will get us to
it in the quickest time.

If only as much money had been
invested in cancer research as, obviously,
has been in dieting maybe breast cancer
would have a cure. Certainly the media
has made it clear what a successful
women needs to look like.

Even the "reality” programme, Big
Brother, couldn't resist the need to pre-
sent only women who slotted into this
media perception of how women look.

Seven of the eight female contestants
were slim and fashion conscious. Except

was a

it
Twelve people, supposedly representing
a broad cross section of society, put ina
house for 3 months, every week three are
nominated by the tenants from which
one is voted out by the viewers.

Sarah-Marie was nominated more than
anyone else. Admittedly in the first few
weeks she was very close to being voted
out.

Being the only West Australian may -
have saved her. But as the show went on,
and viewers where actually forced to get
to know her character, the percentage of
votes against her dropped. In fact she
survived to the last three and was aSn—nn
on the second last day.

Her support on the whole came Ens
young women. They had spent three
months watching this woman who
believed being honest, caring about oth-
ers and in a positive sense liking the
way she Eanghrnin__nuaewcu’im
more important than being
about her waistline. She had
in promoting persanality over dress
size. However it would be wrong to

openly say being Sﬁzwm_srﬁ.w

Obesity and the assogiated —
should be brought to everyone's atten-
tion and a fought - but in the con-
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‘Building unions und
How best to beat off the:

g iliti ion division of the CFME|

A cessation of hostilities in the oonstrul:t_lon r |
"RleREI ::rsn:!fgon. But as the German socialist Karl I.eihrl(c;l: once Sall‘: :.'Iu r;&yabﬁn:p o
here nuine unity or joint action against the Governmen { atio
lnv-s:lgnbe ::: :::i::.g:he :-eal losers will be the rank and file in NSW whose sights hag
state rank and filers to their jobs, long neglected by the NSW branch...

MMISST ives trained by the union. These reps induct  crship. The bosses know this too. 2
JARIE QRS . e i.im.?m the site and keep a close eye Building unions have had a strength out of i
ot e stk fing ddustey L RE S e proportion o tcirsize o many years in /
was announced by John Australia. Partially this is 1o do with the nature
Haow; Perth last month. It's of the industry. Sites work to a definite dead- {
mmbm;ﬂ to the bottom of Attacked because they line and bosses are vulnershle (o slowdowns
are effective .. ries This is less the case in manufac

corruption in the industry. This is
rubbish. The bosses are quite happy
1o live with corrupt union leaders
whao are in the pockets of manage-
ment. It is the militancy of the
union that has generated this
inguir the union was ineffective
for members the government would
‘ot care about alleged corruption.
The Royal Commission is aimed at destray-
ing the most militant union in Australis, the
‘construction division of the CFMEU. The
‘hape of the ruling class is that 4 victory here
will be & mortal blow to the new militan! g ]
uRioTETn that. has srisen o severalae e i X 2 1 pre increasingly iso-
. , fmuch igiter conditinns. At
o Push to

‘These gains have come through struggle. In
1998 40% of all working days lost through
industrial action were in the construction

turing
The gther factor is political. Since the 19505
the various construction unions (BLF for
Iabourers and BWIU for tradespersons) have
been under the influence of one or other of
Australia’s Communist Parties, These parties
had some of their most effective members in
leading positions and amongst the,
file of these unions. The BLF
deregistered by the Hawke
and the bosses in 1986 was

alane, The natinng
about the decisior
This only made
growing dispariry
members in Melbgu

little or nothing
W branch
ongoing and
ondi for
Sydney. This

ad

hire, scaffolding etc)
[0 impose their ower
b has kept them in
fablem

tus

i day event. In the past
The appoiniment of = mavy judfeH head influence in thy
the Royal Commission exposes the bullshit of
the “separation of powers™ between the siale
and the politicians we are supposed 10 have in
Brtish-influcaced capiialist democracy. The

stndards, So f
line, but it is a gro

bolice to
Orruption

Earlier this year,
fidence came fo 1

aining con-
n Ferguson

and file but by
the ourts, thus o]
wiis used later by
against the r
Secretary Crai
To deflect attc

ECtive force by deregistra-
n is run by, the Ferguson

al office, based in Sydney, is
0, who was linked 10 a
outfit,

awing prob-
W branch, the

Moscow-leaning

Growis
Sydney
cond

g gap between
and Melbourne
tions plays into

bosses’ hands
thin the union blew up last

But by the standards of the NSW union
movement, the CFMEU is one of the more

members, not ca
will use the opps

ProgIESsive unions, 11 a sleaping giant. With  Year when the NSW branch welche e 7 e
. ping gia Pl i
0 much Consrutiom ork ging on n SEICCMEN 10 ] 4 national campuign f JERE A, o
ey and the coviroms, it would't ke long 24% pay fise anfla -hor weck Wapey  COTISHION. i 1
e ok o o e e i uch debate, Fetguscn coppod 125 ovey R
i ene 1 i T §iifons claim 1 y
A e T i O e ofa shorsr o o

et Victoria o fight

»
jeptember - October 2001

executive he has relied on numbers from the
national leadership of the furniture rades
division of the CFMEU. This union is current
ly being cleaned up by its rank and file and
some militant organisers. The national FFTS
leaders, who back Sutton, were on massive
salaries and other perks,

Sutton 1s a Marxist in
words, a dog in deed
Sutton’s call for a NCA inquiry was wel

comed by the Howard =
have pushed one step further, announcing a
Royal Commission, Even the ALP leaders and
the ACTU leaders called this for what it was,
an attempt at union-bashing in the last months
before the federal election,

Sutton, eutrageously, supponted the
announcement for a Royal Commission ‘o
lang

was targetted at corruption
union exercise’. It was lik
murderer (o dinner as long as
violent

In the wake of the Royal
announced, the various state
leaters met with overall CFMEU General
Secretary John Maitland. Under press
Sutton and co, the
@ retreated f

didn’t

mission being
national

bers from Vick

duration of

defend the
tioms won by

glove with the bosse
police behind the scen
to do anything
leadership is no
bers but is also incapal
and rogue basses from attack
conditions, The only way to beat «

only letting down its m

HOW SHOULD WE DEAL WITH THE |
ROYAL COMMISSION |
* No co-operation with the Royal Commission - sit |
in the sheds if its representatives enter your site
* ACTU should reopen the conspiracy case against the
Federal government |
* Don't leave the NSW rank and file under the
misleadership of Ferguson, keep assisting NSW
members to reform their branch |
* Continue the campaign to replace Sutton
* For a national campaign to extend Victorian
conditions nationally
* For a special committee of rank and filers, shop
stewards and organisers to be elected to investigate any
allegation of corruption inside the union
* Opposition to any state involvement in our union
* All officials on the average wage of members, with
bone fide expenses. All private business dealings of
elected officials to be made transparent to members

Support the
Skilled Six

nanulacturing workers' union division).

I¥ it's over the charges lid on six efficials alter an incident at the scab-lea rd-
ing, labour hire company Skilled Engineering. The underiying mafives s the further
casualisation of the werkforce.

Already Australia has the second highest rate of casualisation in the advanced capi-
tallst world. after Spain, on 24%. Skilled lead the charge of a grawing number of hody
hire firms wha offer bosses a "no committment” disposable labour force to replace their
permancot stall.

The charges against the Skilled Six are also an attempt to wipe out the most militant
union leadership in Australia, Victorian AMWU Secretary Craig Johnston and his
Workers' First team first won positions in 1998 and haven't lost a union election in the
Victorian AMWU since. They have transformed the union from being a plaything and
training ground for the ALP into a fighting organisation that has boosted wages and
conditions and fought hard against redundancies.

The union has also taken on broader issues, actively supporting S11, M1, the anti-
Nike protests and more. No other union hetter represents the new wave of militant
union leaderships that have developed in the post-Accord ern. The others are the
Victorian hranches of the plumbers, ETU, and CFMELL

The Skilled incident has given an opportunity to the enemjes of workers to fryto~ ©
reverse this process of union reform and recovery. When Skilled Engineering supplied
scabs to break a picket line they became a legitimate target. An incident allegedly
occured at the fortress-like Box Hill offices of Skilled. Six officials including Cralg were
arrested and charged. No boss gets jailed when one of thelr workers is killed o serious-
1y injured at work. No boss gets Jailed for sacking workers in order to get an extra dok
lar in their wallets. No boss gets jailed for employing scabs or security guands during
industrial disputes. Bui charges are laid whenever workers and their leaders undertake
effective action. Isn't il great that we have a situation where the complaints raised
against these union officlals are of going in too hard" for their members. For years
the complaint has been the opposite.

The Socialist Parly understands that in the ¢lass struggle direct action is 3 necessary
auxiliary at times to mass action of pickets, rallies and occupations. We support
Skilled Six 100% . Union leaders like ACTU Secretary Greg Combet and L
Trades Hall Assistant Secretary Nathan Niven have seen fit to attack Craig in the boss-
es' media

The question of the whens and hows of direct action should be discussed and
answered inside our mevement, not with the ussistance of the police and mass media.

The Skilled Six need about $200,000 for legal fees. The national leadership of the union
has denied them legal support.

The stakes are high. Our enemies want Craig and his team out of office, fined and
Jjailed. We will have to physically defend the unien offices, attend rallies. and undertake
industrial action before we beat off this attack. The alternative is a refurn to the days
of Corsetti and class compromise. That will happen ayer our dead bodies.
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Carnage

why it happenened, what it means, wha will happen next, a sg

I '

US Ca rmage

cialist way out...

HE KILLING of thousands of innocent
civilians in New York, Washington and | 4 P4 I ! ”‘
elsewhere in the US has caused horror and [ I : ¢ A : |
revulsion among ordinary working people world-
wide.

The suicide tactics of the attackers are condemned and
Opposed by socialisis, Such tactics can never advance the
struggles of appressed nationalities or working-class people
anywhen: across the globe. In fact the immediate results of

- such action could beto weaken working-class salidariy as
: 'tl!hmwhi,p_lqplhemnodformvmgunn
who are blamed for carrying out the attncks,

Will no doub try to link the camage (o0 the
refugees trying 10 enter Australia, Tronically
g from a vicious govemnment that sy,

- These minor details gei last in the racist

Jush:
a5 on 11 September, it will be the workers, the
and dispossessed who pay the price for what the
§ leaders and commentators describe as an 'Act of war.
Whilst o group has claimed responsibility as The Voice
B0cs 10 press, and Otama bin-Laden is rumoured 1o have
denied involvement, the US EoVEmment is certainly preparing
to revenge these homific attacks.

With leading politicians coectly Ppointing out that this is a 3 | 2 y
more devastaling attack on US imperialism than Pear| Ishitih regs 5 A b X [
Harbour.  US govemment (parsicularly one led by Hush) wil | | ’ ! ¢
nevitably have 1o be seen to.do something in the face of such I
an assault,

Hypocrisy of imperialism
ders talk sanctime

 politically and economically
around the world.

The attacks show that despite all the armoury of he world
only superpower 1 are powerless and unable tc

their own citizens in the face of
The wnatitivy of the frmps 5411

4 4 economuc exploitation
il

it i
W

tially accept such measures they do not stop the threat of

Bush, Howard will never solve
the problems

lessons that workers intermatio

The attacks will be seen as huge tumning point for world
capitalism and will have Immiense consequences for the world

Amic
from the:

he

will draw
s is that the imperialists, lik
0N (0 the world's

ils v Previously unpopular, reactionary President Bush takes, Action to hunt down and get 'rey € against Islamic proups,
mfﬂ,‘“‘: E."’E’"““:,””'”;";Wm the devastating effect  And the pandemonium Tollowing the scenes of camage IeRArless of whether they were  [8I¥ed or not. T s also pos-  such attacks and han: been used against those on the Left an
e o vEs H!tns thousands of people in the engulfing New York and Washington after the suicide attacks  sible that witch-hunting atmos |mm..m develop in the the labour movem:
mﬂm: indeed worldwide, = A have led to a wider panic about the implications of the strikes.  United States and elsewhere agi  Srabs, Muslims or others
Prices e plummeted and the price of oil and g Immediately following the sircraf crashes ino the Wapy Suspested of associations witht | W#talcs or proups
ion -;ru:e scale of e Trade Centre and Pentagon - potent symbols of world capital-  This could also be sed again: i
15 facing. Lln'sfﬁlnlaw;l and _millil.-u-y might - share prices, which had lenge the capitalisi sysiem
N falling dramatically in previous days, fell further, Already elements in the medi;
. Effects in M_M‘dlu East 1. price of oil rose by $2-53 4 harre] reflecting anxieties,  bombers o anti-capitalist demo
: qumn; ﬂm: !?mmdnuu\_m_mmm will certainly be an  about increased mnstability in the Middle Eas - (he likely upcoming CHOGM event in M:
ﬁulmnnll_hm; East erisis, which i likely 10 see the  source of (he ‘errorist’ attick.
US and other imperialist Powers more directly involved and The air sinkes led 1o an immediate state of national and
could lead 1o all-out conflict m‘lhg.mgiﬂn, Unforwnately, it s intemational crisis, which will provoke further questioning of
likely 1o result n f_mhunufnmn: and reprisals against the authority of capitalism's rulers. Govemnment and financial
he whole Pabesinian population on behalfof the imperialist  servieey §cacinaraysed in the USA and stock markess i other 1139 also conceivable that gos
powers.

S i ropped dramaticall to ban anti-globalisation profest
i pecicr Aviel Sharon has indicated that he sees his suspended following the ntmh.i;Ep:un :l‘:::plwufnm:n ingt their capalist sysqem 1
288 preen light 10 imensify action against the Palestinian 10 stabilise matters in the short term the medium and long- globalisation protest in Washing
wu-dbe-ﬁiﬂmqq US suppon - either direcily or  term elfec will be to deepen the underlying economic erists,  Will either not go ahead or he b;
m-‘f‘wqmmﬂﬁummm 0 the region Na doubt Bush and Westem imperiafism wil stepup iheir  POmbings a convenient way of ;
Incvitably in the immediate aftermath, large sections of US  drive against Islamie Aerorism' in fetsibution. The co-sedingt. oM over the Ansels eollupse an
Sorkes il temporarly ucquicsce in whalever sctius g e st on America’ ill kead 1o co-ontinled US ygpe OPROUNILY (0 step up sec:

encrally
F ans like Bush and Howard
a huge responsibility for the polici ave led o global  Funi e, as well as adding
|Q¥nd-ca| groups that chal-  instability 15 of the USA

g These impenalist powers have pursued policies which have
g Lo connect the led to the hs of thousands in the Middle East and through
S 4t S11 and the out the globe

and Brishane President George W Bush's father
] was the world leader who used a war

will be used New World Order. That new o
1. ainst workers l5ton, which ha verished and a
Willuse these attacks

demonsirations

ever, bear  (he Midd|

o the panic on the alrea

nd now bring terrer onto the st arket

events will confirm
kers worldwide the instability of the

em. At some stage th

her trigger 1o exacerbate the e

Jent Bush,  ism.

¢ event:

B
ulf to assert his Capitalism, at its most naked is a syste
rushered in the era of glob-  wars, wars, pa

bullions. people on this pl,

Anti-terrar

cofan

e ofs ord wito ca.
ssed, that b

0d of this manth

It is the oppressed people
Wird found (he

solation to this era uniting
of the capitalist sys d establish a
1 New York and Washington the horrors and insecurity o
World Ordi

working classes and opy

EXIrem 1 futile methods, such as

he suicide tactics

R sm of his inac
diately used the
1y workers will ini

These p

gonised millions around

are abolished o
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How the

A review of SUSAN GEORGE'’S expose’ on world debt and the institutions that control and perpetuate it

By Laurance Coates
HE DEBT BOOMERANG,
first published almost ten
years ago, is an excellent
study of the role of debt in the
exploitation of the ex-colonial

"South" by the imperialist ""North".

Although the figures are dated, the book pro-
vides a detailed and highly relevant insight into
the workings of banks and debt agencics like
the IMF and World Bank. In her introduction
the author Susan George, now an influential
figure in ATTAC, states boldly that her research
team have "devoted proportionally more human
resources 1o this issuc than any comparable
group of people, cven including the official
debt managers of the World Bank and the

Intermnational Monetary Fund.”

The voluminous facts she presents support
this claim. She shows how in the eight years
following the 1982 debt crisis:

“Al the behest of the Bank and the Fund.,
debtor countrics have deprved theirr people
{particularly the poorest among them) of basic
necessities in order o provide the private banks
and the public agencies of the nch countries
with the equivalent of six Marshall Plans.”

The Marshall Plan was the name given (o the
programme of cheap loans and aid provided by
Washington to rebuild Western Europe afier the
Second World War, Still after this massive out-
flow of capital "the debtor countmnes as a group
began the 1990s fully 61 per cent more in debi
than they were in 1982." she explains (empha-

=ty

The IMF and World Bank, acting on behalf of
their stockholders, the USA and other rich
counines, have dictated economic policy to
Third World countries over a 20 year period. in
some cases longer.

Susan George lists six "boomerangs” (The
Environment, Drugs, How Northern Taxpayers
tion, Conlict and War) by which the
debt policics of governments and banks in the
e e, = e i
A clear example is how Third World govern-
ments are driven 1o ecological destruction to
cam foreign currency Lo pay off the debt. While
large-scale deforestation began in the 1960s,
the book shows that the pace accelerated as a
mu_:]mf-lhe debt crisis in 1982. Those countries

which deforested fastest in the 1980s were also,
N mast cases, the biggest debtors.

By 1989 Thailand had destroyed 83 per cent
of its original forests, Nigeria 61 per cent and
Venzuela 80 per cent. Greenhouse emissions (of

4
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THE DEBT BOOMERANG

carbon dioxide, nitrous oxide and methane)
from the destruction of forests increased by 50
per cenl during that decade, accounting for “up
o one-filth of impending global climate
change”. Yet as Susan George argues,

"Northern policy makers have behaved up o
now as if the earth could be shiced in half like a
grapefruit, leaving most of the south to its fate.”

Her arguments are very relevant 1o the current
storm over Kyoto in which the role of lorests as
"carbon sinks" 15 a crtical 1ssue. "Outside the
White House™ she wntes, "few people doubt the
reality of global warming.” She is referring to
the previous president Bush.

The growth of the cocaine economy in the
Andean countries of South America can also be
attributed to IMF economics. In 1985 Bolivia
instituted one of the toughest ever IMF-backed
austenty programmes, closing down its entire
tin industry and sacking thousands of workers,

X n
nally ol whom turned Lo coca production.
R TR L R s g i T, 2
| :

Alan Garcia, called the drugs industry "Latin
America’s only successful multinational ",
Without cocaine production these cconomies
would have completely collapsed as a result of
the fall in commodity prices while creditors still
demanded their ‘pound of flesh’. Susan George
shows the hypocricy of IMF officials whose
reports studiously avoid mentioning "the C-

~word" but know full well that without cocaine,

their “reforms” in these countries are doomed.
The former director of Bolivia's Centeal Bank

 confessed that, "Cocaine is like a cushion that
-is preventing a social explosion.”

The boomerang effect is illustrated in the fig-
ure of 13 million US cilizens using il <

drugs. This, she explains, costs the US ccono- -

my about $60 billion a year. At the same time
the banks are subsidised by taxpayers, the
majority of whom "are blissfully unaware of
the fact”. The chapter ‘Bailing Out the Banks"
provides a detailed account of the financial
manipulations (debt write-offs, tax credits cic)
which the banks have at their disposal.

She shows how debt agencies trumpet the
virtues of privatisation everywhere while the
bulk of the Third World debt itself has been
shifted from private to public institutions free-

ing the banks of responsibility for their own
mistakes,

The weakest material in The Debr Boomerang
- Appedrs in the chapler on immigration. Partly

this is becanse so much has changed since (he
!:mk wits published—in the Balkans, (o take
Just one example. Schengen, then in its infancy,
15 only mentioned once. Bul the main problem
is the conclusions of the author herself, as in
the following passage:

“The former socialist prime minister of France
Michel R'D‘I:H!'ﬂ ok a lot of flak from his own
party and the rest of the French left when he
sﬂIi::I.; “We can’t take in the whole of the
world’s misery’, but he was speaking the literal
truth, If only o ensure a decent I'ii-ingﬂifnd al
!mt_mluiw freedom from racism) for those
mimugrants who are already in the North, we

| @ﬁ'ﬂz_ﬁ el i W&'%M*

~ that have subsequently tortured

number of immigrants in a given society.
Racism is a product of the diseased capitalist
system and the politicians, whether overily
racist or not, who defend the system at all costs.
In this respect Rocard and the French
"Socialist” Party are no innocents. This section
of the book, characteristically, contains a lot of
useful information but also several hair-raising
tormulations. Susan George writes that,
"Pohitical asylum is a tricky subject. There is no
doubt that this concept (a noble one if ever
there was one) 15 being abused and therefore
discredited in the eyes of many Europeans.”
EU govermments are serial "abusers” of the
nght of asylum, having narrowed the criteria to
the point where it is almost impossible in some
countries to win asylum. The Swedish govern-
ment for example has recently been criticised
by the UN for returning refugees Lo regimes
them. The poli-

T
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referring 1o ‘Europeans’ as if all Europcans,
rch and poor, were guided by the same intes-

esls.
"Finally,”

e

A

_____ September/October 2001

" .. ke

develop an international socialist plan of pro-

she argues, "if Europe wants to halt

the alarming (from whatever poimnt of view)
increase in the numbers of asylum seekers, the
first step 15 to stop supporting dictators.”

Aside from this, the main weakness with The
Debt Boomerang 18 that 1t stops short of chal-
lenging capitalism, putting forward half-meg-
sures, perhaps in the mistaken belief that this i85 -
more ‘realistic’. Susan George distances herself
from those who call for complete cancellation
of the debt, calling instead for “significant
reductions substantially more than 50 per cent™ ™

She argues that this "should be directly tied (o
better targeted development aid, transmitted
primarly through reputable non-government
orgamsations. They, in turn, would be held
responsible for making sure the aid reached
organisations of peasants, women, workers and
environmentalists.” T

What this means is retaining part of the debt
s @ means of exerting préssure on deblor coune
tries,"albeit according a more humane schema,
The debt would continue to be controlled by the
same governments and agencies. This, o give
things their correct name, is an entirely impesi=
alistic arangement. Also, without wishing he e
1o discuss the role of non-governmental "'

organisations, who decides which ones are ‘
‘reputahle’?

It’s one thing to accept a halving of the debi
as one outcome in the course of 2 mass strug-
gle, if this was the best that could be achieved
at the time. It's another thing to pul this for-
ward as a demand, presenting it as a possible
solution. Socialists call for the caneellatic af
all the debt, which has been repaid many i
over, accompanied by measures to bring the
banks under public ownership and control ang

B

dTEUIMHETILS i £ e Diel Boomeran s 1nyvalias
bul will have to look elsewhere forreal
ANSWErS.
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Nationalise Ansett |

For a democratically-worked out plan for the airline industry

he collapse of Ansett exposes the lie of
the free market, capitalist competition
and the benefits of private ownership
of the big companies.
Capitalism today equals monopolisation and the domi-
nal and large companies over small

nation of

business.

This process was explained by Karl Marx over 150
years ago.

Therefore the choice is private ownership of the monop-
olies and big companies or state ownership under work-
ers” control and management.

The Ansett collapse will give the Australian flying pub-
lic a virtual monopoly provider in Qantas, with Virgin on
about 10% of the market. Prices have already started inch-
ing up.

Ansett always had an old, cheap fleet - that was the
style of its founder. The recapitalisation of the company
was always the key guestion for Air New Zealand or any

other potential owner.

Air New Zealand borrowed heavily to buy the four
tmes larger Ansett. Once the NZ Labour Party/lefit-lean-
ing Alliance coalition government stopped Singapore
Aurlines from buying 49% of Air New Zealand (leading to
the rebuilding of the Ansett flect by cash-laden Singapore
Airlines), the future for Ansett was bleak.

In one last shot, Air New Zealand management offered
Richard Branson US$80 million for Virgin. If he had
accepted, they believed they could borrow $1 billion for
recapitalisation. Branson knocked back the offer and at

this stage Air New Zealand management gave up on
Ansett. The looting began, with all fuel bills being put on
Ansett accounts rather than Air New Zealand accounts,
maintenance was let slide leading to groundings, and at
the end engines were stolen from Ansett planes and taken
to New Zealand.

Qantas was offered the airline for $1, but they knocked
it back knowing that Ansett was doomed. Far better to
wail until liquidators were appointed and they could pick
and choose the juicy parts of Ansett for themselves.

This is the reality of the capitalist free market. The
losers are the 16,000 workers with the threat of losing all
or some of their $600 million in hard-won entitlements

Howard, in the run-ug to the election, will have to offer
them something — 1o be paid for by a $10 levy on air
tickets. Beazley wants to pay the Ansett workers from the
sale (privatisation) of Sydney Airport. But hasn’t private
ownership got us into this mess in the first place? In any
event, there couldn’t be a worse time to sell an : airport
than now.

We say occupy the airports to stop the looting of Ansen
property.

Nationalise under workers’
airline industry. Only then car
ment plan worked out for the
cconomy.

control and managemen

penefit of travellers

BUINEA h
shaken by the most

The Australian newspa-

serious social upheavals per’s comespondent
since independence in 1975. ?Eﬁf"‘“": “::’: P{“ﬁ‘:dm n
extremel nsciplu 5
On Wednesday 27th June, well urga:ised'.P unwilling 1o test its loyal- s ands are n it
police in the capital Port el v o et ty. In March an armed includes the sale of the national ai r
Moresby preempted Genua | ‘rausim World Bank. rebellion took place in line, telecommunications, electrici-

by shooting and, in this case
killing, four student demon-

strators.
The killings triggered a govem-
ment crisis with calls for (he resig-

Morauta and his police chief. Sir

nation of Prime Minister Sir Mekere

rausim IMF, rausim
Australia’ which means
chase their officials oul.

The police claim 1o
have fired in onder (o
stamp out ‘criminality”
pointing Lo the worst riot-
ing in the capital for

‘country’s former colonial power,

Australia. The cause of the unrest is

of a police barracks and a

were lorched as was part The

protest against a plan
sponsorcd by the
Australian government o
halve the size of the
army, a plan which has
since been dropped.
Following the shootings
several thousand demon-

march on parliament.
Heavily armed police pre-

1y, the government-owned bank,
post office and ports. Altogether this
‘would mean selling-off 70 per cent
of the country’s economy. Trade
union and student campaigners have
warned thar thousands of jobs are at
stake.

The World Bank measures also

Mekere, a former central banker,is | gecades which erupted in strators gathered outside | include a “land reform” involving
widely seen as a puppet of foreign the early hours of Port Moresby's General the registration and eventual sale of
italists and in particular the moming. Cars Hospital for a planned traditional lands to rich buyers. This

is perhaps the most volatile issue of
all.

amassive austerity package spon- | Rey Rooster outlet, Eyewilnesscs ;T'ﬁ"i:;’:g :::‘i'ttd“‘l“h:z;ﬁm vented the crowd from taking the Living standards have been
sored by the World Bank and IMF. point out however that the rioting SRS e e bodies of Steven Kil, Simon Noki falling in PNG since independence,
Five days of well arganised and ings. % and Matthew Paven from the hospi- | but took a dive during the Asian eri-
ook place only after the shootings. them, demanding that the World o ¥ 7
peacefl protests by the youth of Even former Prime Minister Bill Baal 2 IME be theowmcus S tal morgue. The fouth victim, a girl, sis of 1997-99. Last year the gov >
Pon Mareshy supported by the Skate. no friend of the profests. St { ype ireforms' halied. Following the | 13 8ll nat been ideniified at the emment halved the minimum wage
rade union movement endedina | eq hat °I believe the shooting hap- | . € 2 e e | fime of writing (July 2001) as the currercy, the Kina, continued
bloody massacre when riot police penied before the rioting, The police ;Tm S — The demonstrators wanted to pre- | to plummet. This is clearly not the T i
stormed the university campus, triggered the violence.” *Police came in fll war gear, wvent a cover up by police and had a\qﬂmmwma
leaving four dead and 16 injured. ‘The same view was expressed by they came with M16s, tear gas-."» a intended to carry the bodies at the umvadf:'rnfunflnd:umﬂmam
Eseots in Papoa New Guinea refule | e gencral secretary of the PNG s | head of the procession. Sic Mekere | youth against the World Bank plans.
‘the axguments of those who claim | Trade Union Congress, John Paska, | 7 ""‘;-‘M has announced an inquiry into the TUC leader John Paska poinied 3
il the ant-capialist movement | i o leads the newly formed, | e L they | deaths but few people have much | out that We are eniering serious
whichistued from the Seale Labour Party. He called for Sir (dmpnlim)ewcnfullowd;nmn- confidence in this. Students say they | discussions in terms of the possibili-
fmmdlm;u‘m Mekere Lo resign, arguing ‘he has dents into the campus... and the stu- | S0 identify the policemen resposi- ties for the closure of the port
‘world” phenomenon. lost the trust of the people and must | o0 o " there in the ble for the killings. Meanwhile a throughout the couniry, the closure
shoulder the blame for the deaths in campus’, he continued. Students dusk-to-dawn curfew and police of Air Niugini and if necessary ©
ARl s et were shot as they retreated or were | armicades across the city mean that, | close the pawer supply”. =
The fact that the shootings took Iying on'the ground in surrender. in practise, martial law reigns in Just such a campaign of industrial
ﬂ“mwmmmn- The armed police uniis which Port Moreshy. action linked to a clear - socialist
or & campus had been Nown Papua New Guinea shows ihe and st - aliemative is
o Rt e Tt N | ealicy i the Work Bark and | what's neoded o sop he pivlis-
Britain Pravince. These units are IMF talk of ‘poverty reduction tion plans which, i implemented, «
nonmally used w quell iribal pnrest | Siegies”. In the face of massive Amount ta re-colonisation of the
and include veterans from the | intemational criticism these institu- | country.
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By Steve Jolly

HE RECENT visit to

Australia by US Secretary

of State (Foreign
Minister) Colin Powell was an
attempt to solicit support from
Canberra for a four-way pact of
the Australia, US, Japan and
South Korea to counter the
srowing Chinese influence in the
East Asian region.

China almost immediately condemned
the US for "attempting to impose an
Asian-Pacific NATO in the region”. The
People’s Daily singled out Aus!
accusing Canberra of "dancing to the ne
of America’s pipe”. It asked: "If the
American national missile defense system
or its insistence on providing military sup-
port for Taiwan leads 10 a regional arms
ional crisis, how safe will

Colin Powell

in pieces. China cannat be lorded over by
Washington,

Now in a much more discrete way,
Washington is trying to stay relevantin
the region. Pulling its three major allies
together in a multilateral pact is part of
this process

The ancient leaders of the Communist
Party in Beijing are desperately trying to
stay in control of the increasingly capital-
ist economy. Since 1980 they have rned
from the stagnation of a bureaucratically-

race Or 4 reg
Australia be™

When Bush was first elected he soon
came under pressure from the i
of US capitalists with investme!
China to ease up on his anti-Beijing
rhetoric, an increasing anancronism in this
period. Canberra, in turn, will come under
pressure from local capitalists to be care-
ful of being dragged into a diplomatic
conflict with China because of its faithful
support of every one of Bush's ideas (a
regional pact, opposition to Kyoto, the
creation of & missile defenses system/Star

.~ andecono

run state-owned economy without any
workers’ control towards unfertered capi-
talism. The state's role today is a) backing
the growing private sector (there was a
17.5% rise in fixed asset investment from
the state last year, which boosted the mar-
ket for the private sector) and b) using its
repressive apparatus (o clampdown on
worker and poor peasant opposition under
the guise of fighting crime.

Such is the size of the Chinese market
that the

E The \ o investment going 1o Asi
sectors of US capitalism with investments
in China have put big pressure on Bush to
ease up on his Cold War-style rhetoric
against Beljing.

Afier initial bluster, Bush had to apalo-
gise to Beijing and accept his plane back

ficant

munist Taiwanese hn\kLﬁ
companies in mainland ‘communist®
China, with investment from Taiwan to
China rising 23% this year.

Growth rates in China have been mas-
sive. It is expected that when China joins

international news —
ALIA DANCES TO AMERICA’S PIPE

the World Trade Organisation in
November it will lead to B%-plus growth
rates for a period. The granting of the
Olympics to Beijing will lead to 535 bil-
lion in new invesiment.

But the growth is lob-sided. The inland
provinces have been left behind, The
scrapping of agricultural subsidies w hen
China joins the WTO will lead to 400 mil-
lion farmers being pushed off the land, the
greatest human movement in world histo-
ry. Millions of workers will be sacked
from state-owned companies to be priva
tised joining the 50 million already sacked
in the past few years,

A Communist Party report leaked to the
media in June shows the fear of the
bureaucracy as to the political effects of
ollective
protests and group incidents” and says the
masses are “tense, with conflicts on the
rise...Our country’s entry into the WTO

these changes. It talks of "c

may bring growing dangers and pressures,

and it can be predicted that in the ensuing
period the number of group incidents may
jump, severely harming social stability
and even disturbing the smoaoth imple-
mentation of reform and opening up." In
June 4,000 miners blockaded a railway in
Jilin province because they hadn’t been
paid for 17 months. In March 2,000 min-
ers protested in Shanxi province because

they feared being laid off. These incidents

are just the tip of the iceberg.
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The clamp-down on the Fulang Dong
sect is a warning to the working class and
peasants from the regime

The next period will see a growth of
regional tensions as well as the outbreak
of working class resistance inside China
The Australian working class and their
organisations need to support these move-
ments as they have done in East Timor
and Indonesia,

A PRATS Gel e Jo
WHAT APRETS 6 To Do

SLIIEE ‘Bandit Queen’ sho‘t d‘ead

lore. mlmofwh&whnm
through India’s Hindu heartland, Madhya
Dﬂ:&&uaﬂy 1980°s was the sub-
Ject of many films and books, notably
Mﬂ‘wsf"ﬁmmm

her political career but had reported at
stark increase over recent months.

her.
J 4 “This is ammt!
¥ to police in 1983 at central and
. wmumwu-w allowed srche

She had received death threats \‘.hmnghnul

Samajwadi Party officials are blaming the
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WHY WAHID WENT
WITH A WHIMPER

- &5

Abdurrahman Wahid

By John Gowland

N MONDAY
23rd of July

Abdurrahman

Wahid was prosecuted
by parliament for cor-
ruption and removed
as President of
Indonesia after only
twenty-one months in
office.

In the weeks and months
building up to his removal
he threatened that his sup-
porters would come out on
the streets in their hundreds

«of thousands and save him,
if the parliament voted for

removed with a whimper,
‘Wahid"s power base was the
Muslim 30-million-strong
Nahdlatul Ulama (NU).
However over the last few
years his home base in East
Java has been wracked by
economic collapse as in
much of Indonesia. He had
become detached from the
Ulmas, the religious leaders
and many Muslims had
come not to trust Wahid.

According to an Australian

who was a close political
adyisor, Wahid continually

. pulled back the members in

the NU from action in his

increasing pn

support. When Wahid finally
called on his supporters to
enter the streets only a few
thousand did.

In Parliament he became
increasingly erratic sacking
ministers and Former
Military Chief General
Wiranto until his support
dwindled to almost nothing

Wahid posed as a liberal
and a friend of the people.
He was more of a liberal
than most other parliamen-
tarians and leaders of parties
and religious groups. He
campaigned for religious tol-
erance against making Islam
a state religion because jt
would alienate and endanger
religious and ethnic minori-
ties,

Indeed most left and
socialists in Indonesia
argued for support for
Wahid. But as Craig Bowen
argued in his Short History
of the Indonesian
Communist Party “Many
people in Indonesia pose
today as ‘democrats’ and
friends of the people’,
tomorrow there will be many
more.™
1990 Wahid was no friend

can only rely on there own
power on their own organi-
sations and their own pro-
gram.

The book details active
CIA involvement in the mur-
der of a million communists
in 1965 and 1966. The CIA
was responsible for giving
the Indonesian military the
addresses of co i

A}

)

The new president Megawati
Sukarno Putri

Socialists in Indonesia are
beginning to build a genuine
socialist leadership and not
relying on bourgeois leaders
or the religious organisa-
tions

The only real protection
and advancement of the
Indonesian working class
and land laborers lies in their
own trade unions and gen-
uine socialist organisations.

The newly elected deputy
Hamzah Haz is chairman of
Indonesia’s third largest
party, the Muslim-based
United Development Party
(PPP). This is being sold as
a dream-team, the none reli

i to the death squads of Suharto. T

CIA BACKED
MASSACRE LEAKED

i By Stephen Jolly
AST MONTII the US
Government Printing Office mis-
takenly released to libraries

around the world erstwhile secret docy-
ments that prove CIA involyérent in
the massacre of over one million com-

-munists during the Indonesian counter-

revolution of 1965-66 when Suharto i

came to power, . .
The documents outline payments by the CIA

hithists of PKI members (Indonesidn

| New CW[ pamphlet
| on US crisis
THE COMMITTEE for a
Workers' International has
published a statement on
the attacks on the US and
the reprecussions for the
whole world
| The excellent socialist
analysis is available from
the Socialist Party now
for $2. Contact (039639
9111 or email
Sp@mira.net for your
copy.
A CWI International
Secretariat statement on
the impending world
recession is also avail
able

New international
youth organisation
to be founded in
Belgium in
November

YOUNG MEMBERS of
CWI sections fron

focus on the bosses and the
new right wing President
and Vice President.

Itis very likely that
Megawati will institute tight
IMF constraints which
Wahid held off from doing
in fear of the reaction of the
poor. This in a period of

party members and for help-
ing to finance the mass mur-
ders.

In fact many of these mur-
ders were carried out by
Islamic organisations with
the backing of the military.

ing warld c,
capitalist crisis.
Opportunities will open up
for the trade unions and
socialist parties to develop a
clearer program for the
deepening Indonesian storm.

. ATTAC AND THE TOBIN TAX

Edited by Zac Wright
JHE WORLDWIDE radicalisa-
tion, which is steadily taking on
4 more consciously anti-capital-
ist character, marks a significant
- change from the situation that pre-

an article, Disarming the Markets, by Ignacio
Ramonet, a co-editor of Le Monde Diplomatique,
who, along with another co-editor, Bernard
Casents, launched ATTAC in December 1997
ATTAC's idea for a special tax on financial deal-
ings is often called a “Tobin Tax’, named after the
the US economist who first propesed it in 1972.
Ramanet writes, "at 0, 1%, the Tobin tax would

now clear for the workers to

i Vailed during much of the 1990s,

. Inanumber of European countries this radicali-

| lion has been reflected in the growth of ATTAC

- MAssociation for a Taxation of financial

4 ions dnd for Assistance o Citizens),

 InSwckholm 1100 people filled a hall on 6

£ Batuary, with husdreds more outside. for the ffi-

Sial launch of the Swedish branch, With a mainly

. Middle-class and student basc, it's stress on action
- intemnational character have attracted many
™o are looking for 4 way to strike back at the

i , and pro-rich go:
e spur which led 10 the crealion of ATTAC was

bring in some $166 billion a year, twice the annual
amount needed to abolish the worst poverty by the
end of the (20th) century”. While the idea of chan-
ing socicly through taxation is utopian, the figures
are useful in explaining how resources are avail-
able w significantly improve peoples lives.

while paniicipating in struggles and opening a
dialogue with those in and around ATTAC,
Merxi L'NW is u
Some activistswill already agree that she capialist
system is the enemy. Others may be on the level of
simply opposing the WTO, neo-liberalism, etc.

Marxists explain that it is not sufficiant to expose

0 PSR MR L 3
the WTO and European Union, breaking down bar-
tiers to extend privatisation and allow the imperial-
ist powers (o increase their exploitation of the neo-
colonial world, on a basis of ‘sovereignty of
states’.

Marxists start on the anti-imperialist footing,
‘opposing forcign economic demination, stating
that partial tariffs and impont controls do not bene-
fit the working population and the rural poor in the
long run, we must build a socialist movement
arguing for a state monopoly of foreign trade, as
aprt of 4 democratically planned economy, to
develop the country in the interests of the working
class and rural poor, '

There is no suggestion of ATTAC being a reacti-
ianary nationali nisation, It stands decisively
against the i ion of the I

. nial world. But, in the long run, this sort of idea,

based on defending each eapitalist nation, can run
counter to the aim of building an international
movement of all the exploiled.

The CWI will continue 1o work with the progres-
sive anti-capitalist elements within ATTAC 1o help
build a socialist movement and socialist world,

The SP youth wing, the
Young Socialist League,
is sending a respresenta-
tive who will also partici-
pate in the anti-European
Union demo on
December 14th,

Irish Socialist jailed
IRISH SOCIALIST
PARTY member Mick
Barry was jailed for three
days in September as the
dispute between Cork
corporation and anti-bin
tax protesters escalated.
Mick refused to pay a
fine arising out of the
Householders Against
The Service Charges cam-
paign policy of dumping
uncollected rubbish out-
side Cork city hall every
Monday.

The bin tax is a new tax
imposed on workers and
their families. PAYE
workers in Ireland already
shoulder the biggest part
of the country’s tax bill
and already pay for water,
refuse and general public
services.

The corporation collects
no rubbish from homes
that won't pay the new




For Struggle, Solidarity and Socialism

WHAT WE
STAND FOR

= A 35 hour week
without loss in pay to
share out available
work. Minimum hourly
wage rate of $12

= , = Free education from
child care to university
= Job creation through
4 a massive spending

boost for education,
health and public

scapegoating of = - ..

of sex or sexual prefer-
ence

= Support for Land

Rights and a national
Plan to overcome the
social problems of
S A -
L L 'll— ‘I ’

Aboriginal people

= Opposition to the
racist immigation
laws—for the free
movement of peoples
= Safe injecting faci
ties and state distrabu—
tion of hero

addicts

i
.
—

the timber.and mining
industries to save our
environment and pro-
vide alternative |

| = Right to ‘vote at l6
no junior rates of pay,
more apprenticeships
= For the right to

strikes. No police on

| picket lines. Member
control of u_nlnns.

| * Community control
of &hq police, election

| of : &Qwad




