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WOMEN'S ~ AEALTH COLLECTIVE

The ¥ower’s Health Callsciive and Women Aganinsi Hape
have moved teo their noew address at 85 Johaston st.
Collingwood. The Health Colieciive is opem Wednesday
from 85 om and om Friday ffrom Yam - 12 noons. The
Collective is providing a wide range of health services
including discngsion eroups, counselliing, cantracopiion,
abortion referral, V. D, diagnosis and treatment, and

ceneral health care.

Ax smoon ax posgible we will open for more time and

hopefully scon we will have soff-cxamination groups, ete.

Our general meatinegs are held every second Saturday

at 2 pm at the Health Collective Rullding,

Phone contacts - Sandy 2l D7
Janet A1 K25
Jenny h1 GRE7

FALLOPIAN _TUBE  MAUNESS

Fallopian Tube Madness is a roneod pamphiet duoe out

in early Decewber. Would like womentto send their
feminist poetry, concrete poetry and graphics f(or FQture
i gapes TO:w-

Gaby

Hox 87

Wentworth Ulld,

Svdney lniversity 20006

YOUNG  GAY WOMEN'S GROUP

A group has just beern formed in Melbourne as an laternative

graap Cor  youlg say womsn,

It is basically a discussion and contact group « covering
such topies as women's sexualtity, 1ife styles and our

oppression as women and lesbians,

Meotings of the YGWGE are held iwvnu_v second and fourth
Saturday, startinz 9¢h Novewmber at 1,00 pw at the

Women’s Centre, N0 - 52 Little La Trobhe street Mejbourae,

For more informaticon ring the {oenptre 247 16567
S 51 hoot

Corad hs Boay



Paroon dus

« « - We learn to loathe homosexuality before it be-
comes necessary to acknowledge our own. As children and
young people we never hear anything good said about gay
life, and only see it referred to 2s a subject for mec-
kery, disgust or pity. Moreover, gays, like cuckoos,

are reared in alien, heterosexual nests, and even at
home the message is the same. Never having been offered
Eositixe attitudes to homosexuality, we inevitably adopt
negative ones, and it is from these that alI our values
filow, ?

Self-hatred

We have been taught to hate ourselves--and how thorough-
1y we have learnt the lesson. Some gays deliberately
keep away from teaching lest they be a corrupting influ-
ence. Others, except for brief, furtive sexual encount-
ers, conscicusly avoid the company of gay people because
they cannot bear to see a refiection of their own homo-
sexuality. More typically our self-hatred is unconscious
and cur self-oppression automatic, Unthinkingly we ac-
cept the line that soliciting is offensive and confine
our complaints about the law to the tactics the police
use to enforce it, or to the unequal sentences passed

on those convicted. So ingrained is our assumption of

second-class status that we fail to notice even external

oppression unliess we make a positive effort to root it
cut. ¥ seldom r»cognz%e th~ gueer-basher’'s fist in the
iiberal’s guiding hend, '"How can you be sure thalt you
are homosexual?™ asks the psychiatrist. Whenever does
ha ask heterosexuals the converse question? This inter-
change of homo- znd hetercsexual is a certain test for
h@tm gay and self~cppression. Anothier is to compare our-
selvies with other minorities whoe may well resent and
complain of things we tolerate. Gay people say they fear
the loss of ron-}a» 'friends! if their homosexuality is
revealed, What Jew would value thz friendship of the.
anti~Semitic? On e blacks underwent the painful opera-

] £ » -
-tion of having their hair sttazvht»""ﬁ in an effort to
resemble their white wasters, This

5 glaring act of seif-

-OR Lioing

oppressien is nowgdays repudiated by every Afro hair-
style. If only an ipsuxgent gay movement could sweep a-
way gay people's na:nful futile and unending attempts
to straighten their llves"

Evading the isqﬁé

Once they can no longq: deny their homosexuality, gays
find ways to avoid ¢ rontlng the fact that they are
the people they despisé. It is not easy to live with
raw, undiluted self-hatred. Devious and complex are the
means by which gay peqple come to terms with the dilem-
ma of finding themselves to be that which they have
been taught to hate. ;;

The [London] G.L.F. Mabifesto rightly identified the
final stage of self-oppression as saying--and believ-
ing--"1 am not oppressed”. Conscious every minute that
they are seen as ridiculous and pitiable, for ever
working out ways to suppress the evidence of their ho-
mosexuality, how can gay people make such a claim? But
they do. The Campaign for Homesexual Equality constant-
ly receives letters imploring it to put a stop to the
activities of the radical members, "We are not oppresss
ed", the writers say, "so please don't let them rock the
bodat". Ironically, the metaphor aptly expresses the
anger and insecurity of our oppressed situation,

Of course it is the very degree of success with which
gay people can conceal.their identity that makes it pﬁﬁn
sible for them to shrug off their oppression. Indeed it
is possible for gays, by denying th%lr homosexuality in
avery sccial situation, to imagine that they share the
status of non-gay pecple. Their self-deception goes
deeper: they go on tc adopt the attitudes of their op-
pressors--evenr the ldgic and language of the non-gay
pecple with whom they identify. Such 'well-adapted’ ho-
mosexuals have never in reality adapted tc their homo-
sexvality, only te its brutal suppression. They will
never acknowledge a lifetime’s svbjugation and dishon-
esty. 'Well-adapted' homosexuals would prefer to carry
their oppression to the grave rarher than admit that

it exists.



aostralian

gay PuBlLications

Gay Liberation Press.
. This feee (dorations welcome of course!) publication grew
ount of dissatisfactivn with the indeterminate nature of the Sydney

Gy Libseration Newsierter, The editorial of ssue No. 1 outlines its

genesis and zims.
“To the =xtent that certain organisational and functional
changes have (.¢curred in the production of the Sydney Gay
Liberation Newsletter, we feel that a new publication has

evoived and have decided to call it Gay Liberation Press.

“The Function of the SOL Newsictier  has never been

clarified and tended 1. vacillate between acting as a forum for
- the discosston of ides and, wore recendly, as a medina for the
advertisement of eveots ond demonstraiions, sl news items.
The current papeity ! doas in the movemmest st likely justic
fies the establishwec: ot 2 poblication devotred slmast entirely
to the area of ideas.

“This 'ls.thc firo foane of rhe Press ba the Duoes | while
attention will b pasd b the Dnternal cond o
and hence the pacados @ within the i-.’:t,sh'f,;y s abno wish to
develap a discassion i vl place gay liberation wnd its wdeas
within the broader sp oo of liberation arovenients "

Arsicles in isseo Moo 1 techoade:

Gayuvess and Marxism. Are They Compatihle ?;
Gay Pride Dowe In;
A Gay Centre? Docs 5 ydiney need ¢ Gay Comniauty Services
Ceniire;
The Ethical Revolution.
Issue No. 2 includes:
An Interview witls Troy Perry;
The Inside Story: poofters and prisons in NSH: and several re-
sponses to The Erhical Rovolution in issue No. 1.
fssoe N, 3 includes:
Liberation, Edvcation and the Homosexual;
BLF ou Women anil (Juys: .
What's @ Woman to {107, on {':‘Au.'difﬁculti\:.‘. af tha relationship

1 the anovoment

between the women’s and gay movements;
The Poliiicalisation of the Homosexual Movement;
Chile, {rom the Howosexual Liberation Front of Argentina; and
Gay Rights?, an extremely concise and comprehensive article on
the relationship between feminism and the Gay Liberation Move-
ment, by Craig Johnston, '
fssue No. 4 includes:
Lesbivas Review Liberation;
Morality and Cay Liberation;
Review of The First Sex by Jo-anne Langenberg; and
The Patient as Victim.
Overall it is a very worthwhile publication; the articles are
generally perceptive and interesting — a good read.

Ro. Box Ri6. SypeiEy Seuth. N5 W

A Critique of Aversion Therapy for Homosexuals,

by Rebin Winkler. Published as the first of a series of
monographs by the Sydney Gay Liberation Publication Group.

A very convincing, though pechaps rather ramblingly struc
tured account of the case against sversion therapy. The arguments
ave all there and ave very sound and compeliing, cven if the form
is a bit disorganised,

CAMP tnk.

“ A much less politically sophisticated publication than Gay
iieration Press; more of a forum for the gay movement in gene-
ral -~ large correspondence columns, reports on the activities and
projects of CAMY, etc.,

On the thenie of medical ‘treatment’” of homosexuals,
CAME ink, Vol. 3 No. 4, inciudes a scetion, Brain Surgeons and
1fer £ What is Psychosurgery; Chemical Castration and
Peychow ‘pery in Australia.

& giscussion of homo-
aexuality from the
vigwpoint of Che hom-
os¥XUaL.

These giving the
courge are
Pr.L.Rogers,
Jecelyn
lerke,
Jeffrey

MONDAY NIGHTS, STARTING
MACK.3.RD.

COUNCI L. OF ADULT
EVUCATTION ,CTTY
CENTAE ,4TH PLOOR
2o FLYNOERS:
ST'REET.
$10 For
the 10
week

G 1@l

FOR PURTHER DETAILS
SEE THE C.A.E. HAND-
ROUK,, OR CENTACT
THE C.h.C. CITY
CENTRE,



GAY  WOMEN'S CONFERENCE

There is a group of women interested in arrdnging a
ftay women's Conference sometime thiz veup,

Anyene interested contact Barl Creed 489 7320.

Dear Min-the~lpreary

MY! You are dreary - as well yvou have a whole
1ot of “bum" facts. It is obvious you haven't got hold of the
true facts abeout Claudia's group, or at least vou have twisted
them to suif yvour own viscious {or could 1 say jealous?) need.

hn\f‘)

Your letter woulid be the greatest locad of crap
that ] bhave read for a long time. Vexry few are turned away
from Claudia'®s door and the Tew that have been were revoltingly
ioud and aggressive. Just the sort that I perssnally was
secared stiff I would meet when 1 first joined the "Gay World".

ALl of us at one time or anoither have gone
to Clauvdia's with a problem and never has she turned a deaf
and uncaring ear - she way not be ahle to solve all of them
but she certainly listens and that is more that most people
are willing to do.

Sure we pay an entrance fee - but it is not
compulsocry, but then don't yvou pay for aw outing you go to?
Is Claudia supposed to have such a good private income that
she can carry the whole cost hersel(? Or ig it the feeling
that because it i1s inp a nice private home and away from the
hard "Gay Bar' atmosphere that she should also {foerget the hard
cash? ‘There is an opition you know - vou don't have to join!

Hut personally speaking, after meeting
Claudia's first and then the more aggressive "Gay Lib" types
{although the quiet and the loud people all have their rights
to have their say in (heir own way) | for one intend so stick
to Claudia,

56 Min-ihe-Dreary why don't yeu first let your
poison pen dry up and you with it?

Angie
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