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* USEFUL WORK v. USELESS TOIL

ST

The above title may strike some of my readers as
strange. It is assumed by most people nowadays that all

- work is useful, and by most WELL-TO-DO people that

all work is desirable. Most people, well-to-do or not,
believe that, even when a man* is doing work which
appears to be useless he is earning his livelihood by it—
he is “‘employed,’’ as the phrase goes; and most of those
who are well-to-do cheer on the happy worker with
congratulations and praises, if he is only ‘‘industrious’’
enough and deprives himself of all pleasure and holidays
in the sacred cause of labor. In short, it has become
an article of the creed of modern morality that all labor
18 good in itself—a convenient belief to those who live
on the labor of others. But as to those on whom they
live, I recommend them not to take it on trust, but to
look into the matter a little deeper.

Let us grant, first, that the race of man must either
labor or perish. Nature gives us absolutely nothing
gratis; we must win it by toil of some sort or degree.
Let us see, then, if she does not give us some compensation
for this compulsion to labor, since certainly in other
matters she takes care to make the acts necessary to the
continuance of life in the individual and the race not only
endurable, but even pleasurable.

Yet, first, we must say in the teeth of the hypoecritical
praise of all labor, whatsoever it may be, of which I have
made mention, that there is some labor which is so far
from being a blessing that it is a curse ; that it would be
better for the community and for the worker if the latter
were to fold his hands and refuse to work, and either die

, *When the word “man’ or “men"” is used in the following pages,
it is intended to include both sexes, unless otherwise stated,
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2 USEFUL WORK v. USELESS TOIL.

or let us pack him off to the workhouse or prison—whieh

you will,

Here, you see, are two kinds of work—one good. 1,
other bad : one not far removed from a blessing, a light.;,
ing of life; the other a mere curse, a burden to life.

What is the difference between them, then? 7Tlis.

one has hope in it, the other has not. It is manly to
ﬂtiﬁ one kind of work, and manly also to refuse to do the
other.

What is the nature of the hope which, when it is
present in work, makes it worth doing?

It is threefold, I think—hope of rest, hope of product
hope of pleasure in the work itself; and hope of these als,
in some abundance and of good quality ; rest enough and
good enough to be worth having ; product worth having
by one who is neither a fool nor an ascetic; pleasure
enough for all for us to be conscious of it while we are
at work; not a mere habit, the loss of which we shall fol
as a fidgetty man feels the loss of the hit of string he
fld.S‘Bts With.. /

I have put the hope of rest first because it is the
simplest and most natural part of our hope. Whatever
pleasure there is in some work, there is certainly some
~ pain in all work, the beast-like pain of stirring up our
~ slumbering energies to action, the beast-like dread of
- change when things are pretty well with us; and the
M% for this animal pain is animal rest. We

hall not have to work, Also the rest, when it
be long enough to allow us to enjoy it; it
' than is merely necessary for us to recover
gth w _h,mzq expended in working, and it must
Test also in this, that it must not be disturbed
shall not be able to enjoy it. If we
kind of rest we shall, so far, be
L the beasts.
of product, [ have said that nature
for that. It remains for US to look
really produce something, and not
thimeg that we want or are allowed
this and use our wills we shall, so

B

‘hile we are working that the time will come -
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The hope of pleasure in the work itself: how strange
that hope must seem to some of my readers—to most of
them! Yet I think that to all living things there is a
pleasure in the exercise of their energies, and that even
beasts rejoice in being lithe and swift and strong. But
a man at work, making something which he feels will
exist because he is working at it and wills it, is exereising
the energies of his mind and soul as well as of his body.
Memory and imagination help him as he works. Not
only his own thoughts, but the thoughts of the men of
past ages guide his hands; and, as a part of the human
race, he creates. If we work thus we shall be men, and
our days will be happy and eventful.

Thus worthy work carries with it the hope of pleasure
in rest, the hope of the pleasure in our using what it
makes, and the hope of pleasure in our daily ecreative
skill. ;

All other work but this is worthless; it is slaves’

work—mere toiling to live, that we may live to toil,
. Therefore, since we have, as it were, a pair of scales
in which to weigh the work now done in the world, let us
use them. Let us estimate the worthiness of the work we
do, after so many thousand years of toil, so many
promises of hope deferred, such boundless exultation over
the progress of civilisation and the gain of liberty.

Now, the first thing as to the work done in civilisation
and the easiest to notice is that it is portioned out very
unequally amongst the different classes of society. First,
there are people—not a few—who do no work, and make
no pretence to doing any. Next, there are people, and
very many of them, who work fairly hard, though with
abundant easements and holidays, claimed and allowed ;
and, lastly, there are people who work so hard that they
may be said to do nothing else than work, and are
accordingly called ‘ ‘the working classes,’’ as distinguished
from the middle eclasses and the rich, or aristocracy,
whom I have mentioned above.

It is elear that this inequality presses heavily upon
the ““‘working’’ class, and must visibly tend to destroy
their hope of rest at least, and so, in that particular,

. make them worse off than mere beasts of the field; but

3 .!
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.4 USEFUL WORK V. USELESS TOIL.

that is not the sum and end of our folly of turning usefy
work into useless toil, but only the beginning of it :
For first, as to the elass of rich people doing no work
we all know that they consume a great deal while they
produce nothing. Therefore, clearly, they have to b
kept at the expense of those who do work, just as paupers
have, and are a mere burden on the community. In thee.
days there are many who have learned to see this, *rhm..‘.lJ
they can see no further into the evils of our pl‘FH(':n
system, a.z;d have formed no idea of any scheme for gt.‘ttin-r.
rid of this burden;- though perhaps they have a vague
hope that changes in the system of voting for Il]enll:.‘l‘s
of the House of (,fommons may, as if by magic, tend in
that direction. With sueh hopes or superstitions we need
not trouble ourselves. Moreover, this class, once tht)uﬂ'l.nt
most necessary to the. State, is scant of numbers, and has
now no power of its own, but depends on the sflppnrt of
the class next below it—the middle class. In fact, it is
really composed either of the most successful men of
that class, or of their immediate descendants.
'faeﬁA? to the middle class, including the trading, manu-
14 a-:mg_ and professional people of our society, they
Mt a m!e._;seem to work quite hard enough, and so at
mh&% I_ﬂ_;ght be thought to help the community, and
- Dot burden it. But by far the greater part of them, though
they W}é’s ‘ii: ::l}ft produ(:ée; hand even when they do
8, BE . e case of those engaged (wastefully
. ) in the distribution of goodi, g’or t(loctors, 03;-
ine) artists and literary, men, they consume out of
ortion to their due share. The commercial and
. ?ﬁl’g part of them, the most powerful part,
: li’v'eq and energies in fighting amongst them-
their respective shares of the wealth which
the g‘enillnehvsﬁ)rkeﬁ's to provide for them;
ﬁms : wholly the hangers-on of thesc:
Parasites of property, sometimes, as in the
ﬂnﬂhsgumedly s0; sometimes, as the
above-mentioned, professing to be
f no use save as supporters of
d, and tyranny of which they
8e, we must remember, have, as
not the production of utilities,
N X
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but the gainingsof a position either for themselves or
their children in which they will not have to work at all.
1t is their ambition and the end of their whole lives to
gain, if not for themselves yet at least for their children,
the proud position of being obvious burdens on the
community. For their work itself, in spite of the sham
dignity with which they surround it, they care nothing:
save a few enthusiasts, men of seience, art or letters, who,
if they are not the salt of the earth, are at least (and O,
the pity of it!) the salt of the miserable system of which
they are the slaves, which hinders and thwarts them at
every turn and even sometimes corrupts them.

Here then is another class, this time very numerous
and all-powerful, which produces very little and consumes
enormously, and is therefore supported, as paupers are,
by the real producers. The class that remains to be
considered produces all that is produced, and supports
both itself and the other classes, though it is placed in
a position of inferiority to them; real inferiority, mind
you, involving a degradation both of mind and body.
But it is a necessary consequence of this tyranny and
folly that again many of these workers are not producers.
A vast number of them once more are merely parasites
of property, some of them openly so, as the soldiers by
land and sea who arc kept on foot for the perpetuating
of national rivalries and enmities, and for the purposes
of the national struggle for the share of the product of
unpaid labor. But besides this obvious burden on the
producers and the scarcely less obvious one of domestic
servants, there is first the army of eclerks, shop assistants,
and so forth who are engaged in the service of the private
war for wealth, which, as above said, is the real occupation
of the well-to-do middle class. This is a larger body of
workers than might be supposed, for it includes amongst
others all those engaged in what I should call competitive
salesmanship, or, to use a less dignified word, the puffery
of wares, which has now got to such a pitch that there
are many things which cost far more to sell than they do
to make,

Next there is the mass of people employed in making
all those articles of folly and luxury, the demand for
which is the outcome of the existence of the rich non-
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. But it is waste of time to try to express in words due
 contempt of the productions of the much-praised cheap-
~ ness of our epoch. It must be enough to say that this
cheapness is necessary to the system of exploiting on
~ which modern manufacture rests. In other words, our
society includes a great mass of slaves, who must be fed,
clothed, housed, and amused as slaves, and that their
daily necessity compels them to make the slave-wares
whose use is the perpetuation of their slavery.
E. To sum up, then, coneerning the manner of work in
' civilised states, these states are composed of three classes
__a class which does not even pretend to work, a eclass
- which pretends to work but which produces nothing, and
E;' ' a elass which works, but is compelled by the other two
' classes to do work which is often unproductive.
(Civilisation therefore wastes its own resources, and
~ will do so as long as the present system lasts. These are
i cold words with which to deseribe the tyranny under
. which we suffer; try then to consider what they mean.
There is a certain amount of natural material and of
natural forces in the world and a certain amount of labor-
power inherent in the persons of the men that inhabit if.
. Men urged by their necessities and desires have labored
for many thousands of years at the task of subjugating
~ the forees of nature and of making the natural material
~useful to them. To our eyes, since we cannot see into the
,{uture, that struggle with nature seems nearly over, and
‘the victory of the human race over her nearly complete.
And, looking backwards to the time when history first
. began, we note that the progress of that victory has been
far swifter and more startling within the last two hundred
years than ever before. Surely, therefore, we moderns
“ought to be in all ways vastly better off than any who
have gone before us. Surely we ought, one and all of *
s, to be wealthy, to be well furnished with the good
‘things which our victory over nature has won for us.
. But what is the real fact? Who will dare to deny
‘&h‘htf‘thei-;great mass of civilised men are poor? So poor
_are

iscuss whether perhaps they are in some ways a little
er off than their forefathers. They are poor; mor

eir poverty be measured by the poverty of

Wi

/they that it is mere childishness troubling ourselves
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~ wealth, but rather for the ‘““government’’ of the producers
of wealth, or, in other words, for the upholding of
privilege. :

The first step to be taken then is to abolish a class
of men privileged to shirk their duties as men, thus
foréing-o%hers' to do the work which they refuse to do.
‘All must work according to their ability, and so produce
what they consume—that is, each man should work as
well as he can for his own livelihood, and his livelihood
should be assured to him ; that is to say, all the advantages
which society would provide for each and all of its
members.

i Thus, at last, would true Society be founded. It
. would rest on equality of condition. No man would be
| tormented for the benefit of another—nay, no one man
would be tormented for the benefit of Society. Nor,
 indeed, can that order be called Society which is not
| upheld for the benefit of every one of its members.

 But since men live now, badly as they live, when so
many people do not produee at all, and when so much
work is wasted, it is clear that, under conditions where
all produced and no work was wasted, not only would
everyone work with the certain hope of gaining a due

are of wealth by his work, but also he could not miss
‘his due share of rest. Here, then, are two out of the
three kinds of hope mentioned above as an essential part
f worthy work assured to the worker. When class
sbbery is abolished, every man will reap the fruits of
labor, every man will have due rest—leisure, that is.
Socialists might say we need not go any further
 this; it is enough that the worker should get the full
uce of his work, and that his rest should be abundant.
wough the compulsion of man’s tyranny is thus
ied, I yet demand compensation for the compulsion
‘s necessity., As long as the work is repulsive,
11 be a burden which must be taken up daily, and
o would mar our life, though it be not of long daily
sn. What we want to do is to add to our wealth
minishing our pleasure. Nature will not be
“conquered till our work becomes a part of the
e of our lives. j : '
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~ of life. And lest perchance you think that an assertion
too universally accepted to be worth making, let me
emind you how entirely modern civilisation forbids it;
(&‘ with what sordid, and even terrible, details it surrounds
" the life of the poor; what a mechanical and empty life she
forces on the rieh; and how rare a holiday it is for any
“of us to feel ourselves a part of nature, and unhurriedly,
thoughtfully, and happily to note the course of our lives
amidst all the little links of events which connect them
“with the lives of others, and build up the great whole of
humanity.
' But such a holiday our whole lives might be, if we
were resolute to make all our labor reasonable and
pleasant. But we must be resolute, indeed; for no half
measures will help us here. It has been said already that
our present joyless labor, and our lives seared and anxious
as the life of a hunted beast are forced upon us by the
present system of producing for the profit of the privi-
leged classes. Tt is necessary to state what this means.
" Under the present system of wages and ecapital the
. “‘manufacturer’’ (most absurdly so-called, since a
‘manufacturer means a person who makes with his hands)
ving a monopoly of the means whereby the power to
Jabor inherent in every man’s body can be used for
roduction, is the master of those who are not so privi-
eged; he, and he alone, is able to make use of this labor-
ywer, which, on the other hand, is the only commodity
eans of which his ‘‘capital’’—that is to say, the
mulated produet of past labor—can be made produe-
. He therefore buys the labor-power of those who |
re of capital and can only live by selling it to him;
purpose in this transaction is to inerease his capital,
ke it breed. It is clear that if he paid those with
. he makes his bargain the full value of their labor—
to say, all that they produced—he would fail in
ose. But since he 1s the monopolist of the means
roductive labor, he can COMPEL them to make a
rain better for him and worse for them than that;
:= 11 -ain is that after they have earned their liveli-
stimated according to a standard high enough to
their peaceable submission to his mastership, the
by far the larger part as a matter of fact) of
\ ¥ pie it h A . i B o
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produce shall belong to -him, shall be i,
Y to do as he likes with, to use or abuse at hig
; which property is, as we all know, jealous)y
i by army and navy, police and prison; in short, |,y
mass of physical foree which superstition
fear of death by starvation—ignorance, in one wor(
: y the propertiless masses enables the pmpm-rm
classes to use for the subjection of—their slaves.
- Now, at other times, other evils resuliing from thi,
system may be put forward. What I want to point out
now is the impossibility of our attaining to attractive
labor under this system, and to repeat that it is this
- robbery (there is no other word for it) which wastes th:
‘available labor-power of the civilised world, forcing man.
men to do nothing, and many, very many more to .
nothing useful; and forcing those who carry on reall
‘useful labor to most burdensome overwork. For und::
stand once for all that the ‘‘manufacturer’” ain
primarily at produecing, by means of the labor he h.-
stolen from others, not goods but profits—that is, il
“ T4t 72 . i
“‘wealth™ that is produced over and above the liveliloo
of _l;;,mkmgn. Whether that ‘‘wealth’’ is real or shan
W'ﬂcﬂlll;g to him. If it sells and yields him
3 £ it is all right. T have said that, owing to there
rich people who have more money than they can
reasonably, and who therefore buy sham wealth
18 waste on that side; and also that, owing to there

J?e(a}?le Who cannot afford to buy things whic!

; llm, , there is waste on that side. So that

d’* which the capitalist ‘‘supplies’’ is a fal:
The market in which he sells?gs ““rigged’’ b;
inequalities produced by the robbery of 1\
and Wages.

;gerefotfe, which we must be resolui
L wWe are to attain to happy and usef
first step towards making labor attra
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lgmd,’_maehinery, factories, etc
& community, to be used for the good
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king to supply the demand
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'B:': the profit market—instead of working for profit—i.e.,
the power of compelling other men to work against their

ill.
 When this first step has been taken and men begin to
understand that nature wills all men either to work or
starve, and when they are no longer such fools as to
~ allow some the alternative of stealing, when this happy
day is come, we shall then be relieved from the tax of
i waste, and consequently shall find that we have, as afore-
' gaid. a mass of labor-power available, which will enable us
to live as we please within reasonable limits. We shall
no longer be hurried and driven by the fear of starvation,
; which at present presses no less on the greater part of
men in eivilised communities than it does on mere savages.
The first and most obvious necessities will be so easily
provided for in a eommunity in which there is no waste
of labor, that we shall have time to look round and con-
sider what we really do want, that can be obtained with-
out overtaxing our energies; for the often-expressed fear
of mere idleness falling upon us when the force supplied
by the present hierarchy of compulsion is withdrawn, is
a fear which is but generated by the burden of excessive
and repulsive labor, which we most of us have to bear at
present.
1 say once more that, in my belief, the first thing
which we shall think so necessary as to be worth saerifie-
ing some idle time for, will be the attractiveness of labor.
No very heavy sacrifice will be tequired for attaining this
~ object, but some will be required. For we may hope
/ that men who have just waded through a period of strife
and revolution will be the last to put up long with a life
of mere utilitarianism, though Socialists are sometimes
ceused by ignorant persons of aiming at such a life. On
‘the other hand, the ornamental part of modern life is
eady rotten to the core, and must be utterly swept
ay before the new order of things is realised. There
8 nothing of it—there is nothing which eould come of it
at could satisfy the aspirations of men set free from
e tyranny of commereialism.
We must begin to build up the ornamental part of
its pleasures, bodily and mental, secientific and
social and individual—on the basis of work under-

¢
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it so naturally and so entirely without conscious effort

“that it is often difficult to distinguish where the mere
~ utilitarian part of his work ended and the ornaments)
Now the origin of this art was the necessity that

¥ g " began
g ‘go} workman felt for variety in his work, and though the

. beauty produced by this desire was a great gift to the

b - world, yet the obtaining variety and pleasure in the work

- by the workman was a matter of more importance still,
~ for it stamped all labor with the impress of pleasure. Al
~ this has now quite disappeared from the work of ecivilis:.

- tion. If you wish to have ornament, you must pay
~ specially for it, and the workman is compelled to produce
- ornament, as he is to produce other wares. He is com.
‘pelled to pretend happiness in his work, so that the beauty
produced by man’s hand, which was once a solace to his
labor, has now become an extra burden to him, and orna-
ment is now but one of the follies of useless toil, and per-
haps not the least irksome of its fetters.

~ Besides the short duration of labor, its conscious
‘usefulness, and the variety which should go with it, there
8 another thing needed to make it attractive, and that is
asant surroundings. The misery and squalor which
 people of civilisation bear with so much complacency
a necessary part of thie manufacturing system, is just
ecessary to the community at large as a proportionate
unt of filth would be in the house of a private rich
such a man were to allow the cinders to be raked
his drawing-room, and a privy to be established in
r of his dining-room, if he habitually made a
refuse heap of his once bheautiful garden, never
s sheets or changed his table-cloth, and madc
five in a bed, he would surely find himself
f a eommission de lunatico. But such
y are just what our present society is
e compulsion of a supposed necessity.
short of madness. I beg you to bring
of lunacy against ecivilisation without

towns and bewildering factories
the profit system. Capitalistic
d-owning and capitalistic ex-
cities in order to manipulate
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terests of capital; the same tyranny odn.
spape of the factory so much that (for
janterior of a great weaving.shed is almost
Bpectacle as it is a horrible one. There
gcessity for all this, save the necessity for
out of men’s lives, and of [ﬂ'”lill[‘ing éhl’ﬂp
use (and subjection) of the slaves who
bor i not yet driven into factories: often
@re 1s mo necessity for it, save again the
Y. People engaged in all such labor need
bé compelled to pig together in close city
Ie 18 no reason why they should not follow
ONS in quiet country homes, in industrial
nall towns, or, in short, where they find it
hem to live. :
at part of labor which must be associated on
i, this very factory-system, under a reasonable
pgs (though to my mind there might still be
0 1t), would at least offer opportunities for a
r social life surrounded by many pleasures
§might be centres of intellectual activity also
i them might well be varied very much: the
he necessary machinery might to each in-
biit a short part of the day’s work. The other
Wary from raising food from the surrounding
e study and practice of art and science. [t
course that people engaged in such work
the masters of their own lives, would not allow
; P want of foresight to force .tllom into enduring
ér, or want of room. Sclence _(1}1]}._' ;{]J_plu‘d
ole them to get rid of 1‘('1:1139‘ to minimise, IE -“”I
destroy, all the inconveniences which at plltbii"ll‘
I8 of elaborate machinery, such as amnﬁ.
oige ; nor would they endure that ”:!I)'I.]}]Jlll':tt:
lich they worked or lived should b.e’ ugly thL~if
Sce of the earth. DBeginning by Hldkl‘ﬂgt liﬁke
ildings and sheds decent and convenient Li
infallibly on to make them
they would infallibly go ely, but even
ively good, inoffensive merely, bl e
ey eo0 t of ar@hitecture, NOW
that the glorious art ot i R
slain by ecommercial greed, wo

rish.
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%ﬁ 8o, you see, I claim that work in a duly-ordered
ity muld be made attractive by the conseiousi?ensls
Iness, by its being carried on with intelligent
by variety, and by its being exercised amidst
ble surroundings. But I have also claimed, as we
that the day’s work should not be wearisomely
may be said, ‘““How can you make this last claim
| with the others? If the work is to be so refined.
il not the goods made be very expensive?’’ :
I do admit, as I have said before, that some sacrifice
be necessary in order to make labor attractive. |
that, if we COULD be contented in a free com.
ty to work in the same hurried, dirty, disorderly,
artless way as we do now, we might shorten our day’s
r very much more than I suppose we shall do, taking
‘kinds of labor into account. But if we did, it would
n that our new-won freedom of condition would leave
anxious, listless and wretched as we are now, which
d is simply impossible. We should be contented to
the sacrifices necessary for raising our condition
standard called out for as desirable by the whole
mity. Nor only so. We should, individually, be
0 sacrifice quite freely still more of our time
ase towards the raising of the standard of life
ither by themselves or associated for such pur-
1ld f‘};eely,. and for the love of the work and for
mulated by the hope of the pleasure of
uce those ornaments of life for the service
they are now bribed to produce (or pretend
for the service of a few rich men. The ex-
ivilised ecommunity living wholly without
has not yet been tried. The past degra-
on of civilisation may force this denial
the society which will arise from its
ust be, we will accept the passing phase
foundation for the art which is to
tarveling disappear from our
_us all alike, if the sun shine
e and all of us the glorious
ht, summer and winter—
understand and love, we
e are purified from the

WORK v. USELESS TOII,. 19

_;J_ast eorruption, and till art arises again
j;e. f_reed from the terror of the slave and th

obber.
in any case, the refinement, thoughtfulness
gon of labor must indeed be paid for, hut
sion to labor long hours. Our epoch hag
hines which would have appeared wild
men of past ages, and of those machines wi
ADE NO USE.
called ‘‘labor-saving’ machines—thsit
nly used implies what we expect of them:
‘get what we expect. What they really de
he skilled laborer to the ranks of the un
rease the number of the ‘“‘reserve army of
18, to increase the precariousness of life
orkers and to intensify the labor of those
he machines (as slaves their masters). All
i ' by the way, while they pile up the profits
oyers of labor or force them to expend those
ter commercial war with each other. In a
‘these miracles of ingenuity would be for the
ed for minimising the amount of time spent
ive labor, which by their means might be sc
to be but a very light burden on each indi-
1 the more as these machines would most cer-
¥ much improved when it was 1o longer a
to whether their improvement would *'pay
al, but rather whether it wonld benefit the

h for the ordinary use of machinery, which

bly, after a time, be somewhat I'L'H[]‘I{“tw{r
ound out that there was no need for anxiety
subsistence, and learned to take an interest
in handiwork which, done deliberately and
2o1ld be made more attractive than machine

eed from the daily terror of .u’t:n'-‘
‘out what they really wanted, being no mv“gl!.:I
y anything but T}leil‘_(_)\\‘lll]llt‘l‘l'l.‘i.' thv.\_r \}l;’}lllml
F;Q.duce the mere inanities which are n‘.nw (‘(w .
the poison and trash now i(lllltzlit::'l{1$:( :{L;
Id make plush breeches when

pi_ﬁgs"people fr
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flunkies to wear them, nor would anybody waste his time
over making oleomargerine when no one wag COM.
PELLED to abstain from real butter. Adulteration laws
are only needed in a society of thieves—and in such a
society they are a dead letter,

Socialists are often asked how work of the rougher
and more repulsive kind could be carried out in the new
condition of things. To attempt to answer such questions
fully or authoritatively would be attempting the Impossi-
bility of constructing a scheme of a new society out of the
materials of the old, before we knew which of those
materials would disappear and which endure through the
evolution which is leading us to the great change. Yet
it 18 not diffieult to conceive of sone arrangement where-
by those who did the roughest work should work for the
shortest spells. And again, what is said above of the
variety of work applies specially here. Once more [ say
that for a man to be the whole of his life hopelessly en.
gaged in performing one repulsive and never-ending task
I8 an arrangement fit enough for the hell imagined by
theologians, but scarcely fit for any other form of society
Lastly, if this rougher work were of any special kind we
may suppose that special volunteers would be called on
to perform it, who would surely be fortheoming, unless
men in a state of freedom should lose the sparks of manli-
less which they possessed as slaves.

.~ And yet if there be any work which cannot be made
 other than repulsive, either by the shortness of its dura-
! - tion or the intermittency of its reeurrence, or by the sense
of special and peculiar usefulness (and therefore honor)
in the mind of the man who performs it freely. If there
- be any work which cannot be but a torment tc the worker
- what then? Well, then, let us see if the heavens will fall
on us if we leave it undone, for it were better if they
should. The produce of such work cannot be worth the
ee of it. '
Now we have seen that the semi-theological dogma,
labor, under any cireumstances, is a blessing to
er, i8 hypoeritical and false; that on the other
is good when due hope of rest and pleasure
We have weighed the work of civilisa-
and found it wanting, since hope is
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J\!’m it, and therefore we see t}
B curse for men, dut we
ﬂ!’ thg world might he carried on in hope
‘.““ il i 4 Were not wasted by folly pj
€ perpetual strife of Opposing ﬂ]ﬂ.&‘ﬁt’i’: 2
‘jtherefqre, which we need in order that
id work in hope and with pleagure. Pr;a;'v
__-‘:jf We may trust men’s words, but w};iv.h
itinually and steadily rejected by them in
*us, let us set our hearts on it and win it af
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1at civilisation
have geen also

08t may be, who can tell? Wi it be
Peace peaceably? Alas, how can it be?
nmed in by wrong and folly, that in one
must always be fighting against them
may sée no end to the struggle, perhaps no
of the end. Tt may be that the best we can
that struggle getting sharper and bitterer
ntil it breaks out openly at last into the
m by actual warfare instead of by the
er methods of ‘‘peaceful’’ commerce. If
nat, we shall live to see much; for it will
#BBES grown conscious of their own wrong
nd consciously defending them by open
ien the end will be drawing near.
age, and whatever the nature of our strife
be, if we only aim at it steadily and with
art, and ever keep it in view, a reflection
tof the future will illumine the turmoil
ur lives, whether the trouble be seemingly
ly tragic; and we shall, in our hopes at
‘men ; nor can the present times give
er than that.

WILLIAM MORRIS.

ted In Australia by “The Worker"
. Andarew's Place, Sydney.
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mer adyocates changes or reforms to be
_'er. t}w present caplta,lmt. St.a.te Such

i.gguﬁan of the uap1tahst State and the
of he Socialist Republie.”’

113 _m;se. the Reformer as a ‘sane,’
ractical’ man. Spurn the ‘sane,’
zal’ man! His reforms are only
 keep you quiet! Spurn the
Be a Revolutionist! Rely on
alone! Fight for the Socialist




