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In Remembranre of Maurice Blackhurn

When your friends begin to go,
And Death’s dark shadow
Blots out the sunlight

. Of friendship.

Is this the end you say;
Shall all that sweet concord
And thought harmonious
Know no renewal?

When Charon ferries your friend
Across the Styx,

Shall there be no returning

Of his vessel?

And your friend’s constancy,
Is it the same thing

As the broken promise
Without discordance?

Does honor go into oblivion

And faithfulness decay, and,
With death and mortality, -
Suffer darkness?

s

And what of moral victories,
Which, spurning acclaim

And the shouts of multitudes,
Take the lower seat?

Is the ecompromise with evil
Rewarded with success
Equal, nay, the better part,
Than integrity?

Shall men who returneth unto
dust,

All alike, noble and otherwise,

Cease among the living

Without distinction?

Whence then  cometh the praise
and glory

Of the wnimpaired soul,

Should the harvest of the universe

Prove unfruitful?

Nay, there cometh One who saith,
The truth shall set you free,
For this is the immortal part,
And the soul’s haven.

And thus doth this valiant spirit
Cease from the haunts of men,
Forgiving enemies, and

The treachery of friends.

He bore no grudge or despite,

He was unsullied in the inmost
parts,

He loved honor more than

The world’s prizes,
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FOREWORD

This book has been published for several reasons:
To pay tribute to a distinguished Australian who fought
~with splendid intellectual weapons to keep Australian clean.

To place on record the unsavoury history of the events
through which Australia became a conscript country.

To show how a country, democratic in theory, can drift
dangerously into totalitarianism; and, in the absence of an
alert political consciousness, its people can be legislatively
enslaved and sold into bondage.

Tt will be observed that I have assumed throughout the
strictures of this book that the word of a politician is an
honorable undertaking to the public that he will act up to his
expressed conviction. In fact, the integrity of public life can
rest on no other hypothesis, else we are in the unhappy con-
dition of accepting the contrary assumption that a public
man is at liberty to fling his assurance back into the face of
the public, and it has no ground of complaint. That actually
is what has happened. One of the most acutely critical and
cynical observers of the political scene is Mr. Menzies, and
he has not hesitated to draw public attention to the subversion
of the meral code in the affairs of Government, yet it was
Mr. Menzies who said: “If ever he reached the stage when |
he thought conscription ought to be introduced, it would not
be a matter of going to Parliament, but he would dissolve
Parliament and go to the country and risk his political life
on the result.”

Brave words! Subsequent events proved them to be
merely rhetorical humbug. I invite a perusal of the following
pages if the reader desires to know what that promise was
worth. This is but one example out of scores. There are
74 members of the House of Representatives. 73 of that
number were responsible for making conscription the law of
the land, although. except for one or two, they had all
solemnly sworn to the electors that conscription for overseas
service would never be introduced during the life of the
Federal Parliament. The one honorable exception was the
late Mr. Maurice McCrae Blackburn, the member for ;
What are we to think of the chief legislative instrument ii
the Commonwealth when such a gross etrayal of the pe
can occur? . 8
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The point is, that if the public conscience has become so

. sick and atrophied that it can smile and wink the eye at this

behaviour, it has no right to complain at any com-plot or
deception Parliamentary representatives are prepared to en-
gineer. If the community is in such a low state of moral
health that it will tolerate this sort of thing without protest,
then we suggest it is as well to go the whole hog and abandon
any pretense of expecting our public men to act honorably
towards those they represent.

Some of the material dealing with the Curtin administra-
tien did not fit into the text of the discussion, and consequently
has been put into appendices at the end of the book. If read
carefully, they wiil afford striking examples of Curtinised
legislation, having the effect of leg-roping the Labour Move-
ment, coercing and shackling the rank and file of workers,
and, instead of making for a fuller and more abundant life
for the masses of the people, provide, between wars, a de-
limited and impoverished life, a lowered standard of subsist-
ence with a simulacrum of economic security. This latter an
intimidated and conditioned community is prepared to buy at
any price, rather than challenge the forces and agencies that
compel us to accept this spiritual and material impoverishment
No anti-labour political parties could have even dreamt of
such success as a Labour administration has won for them
Nearly everything the Labour Party has furiously and in-
detatigably opposed, it has accepted at the hands of the Curtin-
Chifley-Evatt combination. The spirited hostility labour
offered to the Lyons National Insurance plan, is surely, in the
retrospect, enough to make the angels weep in the lig]-;t of its
supine and listless acceptance of the Chifley Taxation and
Welfare Scheme of 1943 which accomplished all that th
Na:ltional }Ilnsurance Act aimed at. That is, it provided foi
a direct charge on the wages of i i
“social beneﬁ‘%s." y fhe “ow e s fo: his

The indignant rejection by the Labour Party of the
Fadden tax on the lower incomes, and then its imposition of

@ more exacting and intolerant incidence of taxation on £104

per annum, was another great bloodless victory | s
enemies of the labour movement. The "ﬁglig;g?;gﬂh.t.m?l
Mr. Blackburn's phrase, of conceding the Pl'iﬂcihléth?' -y
scription for overseas wars, has practically meant a ger-
plete abdication of the party as a representative of
franchised masses.

6
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STRUGGLE FOR FREEDOM
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CHAPTER 1

The Conscription Issue of 1943

The question of compulsory military service in the
arena of war outside Australian territory was considered
to have been given its quietus in the decisions recorded
by Australian citizens in the Conscription Referenda of
1916 and 1917. The vote taken at a eritical period in the
oreatest war in history, as it was then, seemed, especially
within the labor movement, to have been a fatal set back
to those forces in the community bent upon regimentation
and suppression. The Lahour Party celebrated the victory
for anti-conseription by the erection of a plague within the
Melbourne Trades Hall building and which reads:

The Melbourne Trades Hall Council resolved on
November 14th, 1918, to commemorate the action of the
people who voted against the introduction of conscription
into Australia.

First Referendum October 28th, 1916
For Conseription 1,087,557
Against Conseription 1,160,033

Second Referendum December 20th, 1917
For Conscription 1,015,159
Against Conscription 1,181,747,

)




- The “Communist Review” for October, 1936, savs
speaking of the 1916 fight against conscription, “Cén:
scription in practice would have meant complete military
dictatorship. Every semblance of democracy would have
been destroyed. The people who can with truth claim ‘we
fought to make Australia safe for democracv,” are those
who led the anti-conscription fight.” g

Again, “Militarism and fascism are blood brothers
they arve linked irretrievably together. From one end ot
Australia to the other this foul brood is afoot to-day to
recruit the youth of the army.” el

Reading the words above quoted from the memori
p]agug and from the “Review,” one could be pardoned flc?ﬁ
believing that the Conscription hydra was securely roped
ar}d pound, anc} could not escape to work its miﬁr;h‘?m-'ous
will in Australia, at least within the Labor moveméht.

The Anti-conscription Celebration League of 3
had pubhshegi a pamphlet by Maurice Blackl%urn U%rl }1.{9}36
The Conscription Referendum of 1627 Tiln tﬁis -clolc-u‘-’
ment Mr. Blackbllrn elucidates the significance of the
vote, and points out that “most dangerously, many have
be_ep persuadfad into hbelieving that compuis,orv oger eas
Military service can never be required without the i(.ja‘
sent of_the pgople given by referendum vote.” This }111“
states, is a mistake, since the Cnmmonwealth'Parliakn"Leni
ha(jl the power in 1916 to impose conscription by legis-
lative action and has the same power to-day, “Sectidng:’Q
of the Defence Act is the obstacle to conseription. Only
by a change of law can that obstacle be removed 'U Inf\
that change is made conscription is impossible.” Buf?l fl:s
difficulty Mr. W. M. Hughes as Prime Minister'antic' f 5
encounterm_g }f he attempted to amend the Secti it
that a majority of Labor members had pr'un';ia-*.eémt}\:V a_ts:
State Executives to oppose conscription, Hep, =
referend_um. The situation existing in i916 Ife t‘he
parallel in 1942-43, as the following pages will e\?ing((e] E

We have good reason to know oA
parties or leaders can have recourse to r;z::;ethat' B
tricky methods to achieve their ends if they wish hgm g
the country under conscript law, than the more on Risce
honest way of appealing to the people by pad

: 8

This indeed, is the democratic method, especially in view
of the fact that the Australian democracy had already
given its decision in emphatic and unequivocal terms in
1916-17. The majority against conscription for overseas
service then was 72,746 votes. The question put to the
electors was as follows:—

“Are you in favour of the Government having, in this
great emergency,. the same compulsory powers over
citizens in regard to requiring their military services for
the term of this war, outside the Comimonwealth, as it
now has in regard to military service within the Com-
monwealth?’ Tt will be observed that the question was
weighted in favour of a “Yes” vote by the insertion of an
emotional appeal, “in this great emergeney.” Mr. John
Curtin, the present P.M., was a passionate and conspicuous
opponent of the Hughes’ proposal. Then, as now, in the
event of the Commonwealth being in a state of war, men
could be called upon for military service within Australia
and its territories, but were not bound to service without
their eonsent, on foreign soil. Mr. John Curtin, not then
a member of parliament, was a vital forece which con-
tributed to the defeat of the 1916 referendum. Before me
as T write is a cartoon, “The Charge of the Would-to-God-
Brigade, authorised by J. Curtin, Secretary National
Exccutive Trades Union . Congress, Trades Hall, Mel-
bourne.”

This depicted all the anti-labor sections of the com-
munity in an eager scramble for the fight, armed with
umbrellas, erutches, walking sticks, flags and brooms. But
perhaps the most effective cartoon at that time was the
“Blood Vote” also signed by J. Curtin. One verse goes:

Why is yvour face so white mother?

Why do vou choke for breath? . ¥

“0, I have dreamt in the night my son,

That I doomed a man to death.

Whatever its deficiences as poetry, it was one of the
most effective picces of pamphleteering of the day.
Many people are asking, what does Mr. Curtin_ think
of that sentiment now? It is the same John Curtin (pr
is it the same?) who as Prime Minister of Australia,
9
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ited the movement which resulted in the am

] S endm
zﬁ'uctlon 49 of the Defence Act, the charter of Aflr;f
%’nﬂas freedom, and for the first time in Australia’s
‘_niugo:z, Imb[éc&s%d z:hfoimbof military compulsion, abhorred
¢ ecra y the Labor Movement 0S8 8§
i R nent, and not less so by

The support given to the Prime Minister's plans
the Cnmmun'lst Party, in the light of its de(‘]al';d}'lf:)];:\‘ ?1‘;
1936, and rlght up to June, 1941, together with ugher
u_tterances whlch.will be dealt with later, seems to in
_dlcate that there is no shameless audacity to whic'ﬁ iht' wi!i
not descend,. and reminds one of the Gipsy’s warning; “Do
not trust him gentle lady though his voice be low and
sweet.” This burlegque “worker’s” party, denouncin
militarism and fascism as blood brothers—aj “foul l))'(:od’g’-
?.ti’sme;?gh aa;::dtilgegleon:;a‘\;tie;ﬁenﬁ g}f All;stralian citizens, found
] a e o i '

ary spczal elements in the cemmlf:i;lgtmgifi ac]llri re:c(l:tlﬁﬂ_
\;c[tlorles of 1916 and 1917 in the dust. Even f];g to U}e
wgregagjaie;g‘:tggs rr?afnggtiifo’ a yiarb after the declaration r;i{
, if an i E

datqh}_llad advocated conscrip%iiona %re Orwgt(;igml;lna{iz cabn(h—
?;uﬁ]e lhitc‘]zdb at the polls and probably expelled, certai?ﬁﬂ
e (_33%1 a member of the Communist party. Saiqd
Fet'iere;,l e.] b ay, ‘(;ommumst candidate for Corio in the
e eé: ions, “My opponents stand for war, for the
thousandinofpert?;'fr;lfl:a;};e ]:)’ll‘gl‘u::i n(? i the,death A

< : om i
1JZ?{)!' peace.” Does Dr. O’'Day now stanmdm‘]‘lfs;;r I;I‘?lrtl& stands_
housands of Australians?” S of
The events leading up to this wvolte

jeresting data for comical peculation, and ave ‘oo
civil liberties, Prepared fo Rent te ention of
Mr. Curtin’s stink-bomb was dro Sk
conference of the A.L.P., held in I\?&%ﬁuﬁggn@
17th, 1942, and succeeding days. He had bees 4
to Western Australia, and came to the confe;.mf“
of the delegates from that State. Nevertheless, :
presented his proposal for an amendment of t%:i‘ .
Act, he gpoke as Prime Minister, and gave confe
10

fidential details of Australia’s’ war-time position in order-
that delegates could place them before their State Execu-
tives.”

It must be count=d for righteousness to Mr. Calwell,
M.P. (and in this we include Senator Cameron and others
whose personalities were not so clearly defined in the con-
test) that he raised an objection to Mr. Curtin’s being -
given leave to introduce the guestion, probably on the
ground that the Labor Party and its members were pledged
against conscription for overseas service, but he was over-
vuled by the president, Mr. C. G. Fallon, of Queensland.

Mr. Curtin explained that although large numbers of
the militiamen had transferred to the A.LF., if the party’s.
policy were changed, the Government would send troops
only to be specified aireas in the Pacific Zone where their
presence became necessary for carrying out Allied stra-
tegy. He moved: “That having regard to the paramount
necessity of Australia’s defence as expressed in the Federal
Conference in June 1940, the Government should be author-
ized to add to the Defence Act in the definition of “Com-
monwealth” which at present defined the territory to which
the Act extended, the following words: “gnd such other
territories in the South-west Parific area as the Governor-
General proclaims as being territories associated with the
defence of Australia.” Senator Fraser seconded. He
travelled with Mr. Curtin to the conference and probably
was aware of the proposal his leader intended to make.

An amendment to this motion was subsequently
carrvied, “that the discussion be adjourned and the subject
referred to the various State branches for immediate con-
sideration and instruction of delegates to attend a special
conference before the end of December.” It would appear
that My. Curtin urged in support of his motion the con-
tention that he was asking no more than an interpretation

of the resolution carrvied at the 1940 conference. Section

“Apart from the extracts from Hansard used in this book, the
writer, not being present at the Labor Party conferences, has had.
to depend upon newspaper reports for many particulars, the truth
of which is assumed. The greatest care has been taken to ensure
The opinions expressed and the inferences are entirely-

accuracy.
the writer's responsibility.
\ : 11
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2 and 5 are relevant portions in respec is i
8 spect to this is
They read:— e

- Thg entire resources of Australia (which includes
all productive and financial organisations) to be under th;e
cont;'o] -uf the Commonwealth Government for national
gervice in the urgent and adequate defence of Australia
and the prosecution of the war.

5. National training for defence in TERMS
RMS of the
EXISTING Defence Act to be maintained on the highest
bhasis o{ efﬁmex}cy, and provision for an adequate system
o'f .phy.smal‘ training throughout Australia. Completé par-
ticipation in the Empire Air Force Scheme. Necessary
%rovlslap_fpr re%l;ltorcement of the Australian Impe]'iél
orce divisions, the extent of European partici at‘i(m’ ]
3 b
ZsO%]JqI'eT}ISTEERh ARMY to lzie determined by cirm?mstance{
arise having regard to th T
o g Ty e paramount necessity of

It will be observed that European participati i

be by a \Iolu?}eer army and the t’eferenéje tglcgggt‘l%iiéii t?
Defenc_e Act,” leaves no room for an interpretation wi n{.,
would involve a complete reversal of the decision giv u!g ;
the_ electors on two occasions. Moreover, Mr Fg;l Y
Smith and Mr. Hanlon were the movers of t,his 1';a=;ohltgan
and as Queensland Central Executive passed a moti})n ;;;m:
hearing Mr. Curtin's plea rejecting his proposal th ?e1
gl;at th%{ dlg not regard the terms of the 1940 co;mfg‘gr‘lfg
as capable o interpr i i :

oy p any other interpretation than the prima tacie

’ As this was the initial move to gi

ideas fermenting in Mr. Curtin’s &iﬁgeiﬁ:‘gg ko qth.e L
fqrther _comment. First of all it needs to be Obesel‘vmg of
!rns Cab.met colleagues were entirely in the'dasirwd Jlant
ing their leader’s contemplated action.  The Mﬁ _respect-
Social Services and Health, Mr. Holloway, had sy . 0"
of what Mr. Curtin intended to do, and “he wunﬁ’ ikling
of the party members were equally taken by Supeero s

(Note.—Emphases throughout ar ine u :
wise stated.—J.McK.). o A i - e
12 7

What was the reason for such secrecy? Had the Prime
Minister been incubating conscription over a period of
time, or was it intimated to him when in the West, that
it would be good for his political health if he took seriously
the prescription the Fremantle people had prepared for
him ?

My, Frank Brennan indeed has said in the Federal
Parliament that he had never heard the Prime Minister
make a forthright declaration against the principle of con-
seription, but, in what he called the “good old days when
we were fighting conseription,” Mr. Curtin did him the
honor of presiding at a meeting which he addressed in the
Bijou Theatre on 4th July, 1915. “He then was a militant

opponent of conscription for overseas service.”

Mr. Holloway’s further comment was: “Personally
he was just as firm against conscription for overseas pur-
poses as always. There had never been any need for con-
scription at any time, as far as the Australian army was
concerned he was sure there was not now. Quite recently
the army was embarrassed by the number of A M.F.
who desired to join the A.LF., and that desire still existed.
The only difficulty he could see would be to keep sufficient
men at home to guard the mainland which must always
be protected to meet any break through which was

possible.”



“hig ticket. His survival by the narrow majority of a few
hundred votes was helped by soldiers’ votes and absentee

3 votes.
It is legitimate to infer that Mr. Curtin, knowing the
CHAPTER 11 prevailing views of the voters of Fremantle and being a
W seasoned politician to boot may have decided that the
HY MR cCurtIN TURNED elections due towards the end of 1943 would possibly re-
Gy sult in an even narrower margin of deliverance by which

he escaped political extinction in 1940 and that his con-

1 at Mr. Cuvs: :
o ‘?H;leéns }d‘?a?) for a merger of l:](f\’[f;_ Tx(I Li?l tn’s idea stituents would regard him with less political hostility,
teceive the warm approv . A-0LEL and the if he acceded to their desire for the compulsory system

tical it would see in ). Cull)'lgil?vgi of the daily presy of military service.”
\L leader that had hitherto unac«:oTE Virtues of g poli- Labour in Western Australia has not moved far, if
.= Was given a pat o tp b ﬁ;ltap}}' _escaped its at all from the stance it took during the-last war, and it
_me']y Action.” Ang this pl‘iiclf?}'. his “courage- might seem to be flying in the face of Providence, with
: that theirm}-__ All followers of Labsr%g erl](:'f’mmm was a new war exacerbating the feelings of the Fremantle
e e aneéader acted in obedience t ugni to realise community, not to placate it if it were possible to do so.
e ened judgme tOH sound military proun ]0 Sl f'??-t'f.f}kt_ened To escape the plunge over the poh_tlcql precmlce_when the
g resulfing fr?)n Was, in all likelihooq g fcs The enlight- ground was crumbling beneath his feet at a time when
- “Sound militm the visit to his con’stit ruitful acquisition the war had hardly got moving, obviously seemed to point
dence adduca,;t].y groupc{s,” that is yef tuenCY, and as for to a still more precarious foothold on the treacherous $o_11
and by nonee by Mmlﬁ}ters and mer;:bEd by all the evi- of a war-time election with Fremantle, which his visit
for the rmmore effectively thap My Fers of the party, no doubt revealed to him, in a mood not to be fobbed off
Was neither lﬂ: Who said on October 2 orde, the Minister with the voluntary system of recruitment. There were
Overseas servicc‘?slty nor j“Stiﬁcation f7th, 1942: “There ANgry murmurs .th thl*ongl:mut th:e country owing to 1.:he
85 been clearle'dand further, “the Qo O conscription for severity of the incidence of taxation, and the hampering
Overseag servicﬁ efined, It is opmsEdemment’; attitude | perplexities of war-time regulations, and these manifes-
critical periog doae:d ihe mtroduction Ofoﬂ_'fon_scrlptj(m o timnns of ejjmbift‘terment did r!wt S_EEI}] 1:31 alillgur1 well for
r. Curtin's cha%;;f ‘SISSEI‘VIee i € 1Ssue at this tnt_EL(jg;pg.r,.tn of the party when it faced the electors. !

- Hnu:;”f,:llfiu’ Mr. Menzies said he was in‘West Australia

to two thi lew,
ings: S are perh
Per. 4ps not unrelated when the November announcement was made and that it took the

itSeIf(I) West Australia at the refe headlines immediately. “The effect of that ,dr‘amatic announcement
th more faVourable to e e.l'el_ldum of 19 was such that inside 24 hours speculation was rvife as to how long the
‘tiﬂd any of the othep Stat‘;"m%lgsmn for serv.lﬁ showed Prime Minister would last, and who would be the new member
Voted “Yeg” . S ice ahr for Fremantle.”
out of g Sg a‘]fghou,gh it ha “six £§r cent, the Vot%a_d Evidently public opinion regarded Mr. Curtin’s days in the
bossible ﬁveh-ﬁlabour re our se rs £S5 Labour Movement ended, but; on the other hand, he had no doubt
(2) In the Feder 1 4 preseﬂﬁﬂﬁ\’eg o and four already made the rough places smooth before he ventured his new
Curtin al electio 2 policy at the Melbourne conference. It all bears out what we

was 50 far back i N8 of Baptawict nce. Y
feat ack in the ppj th}‘ ‘ have suggested that he was not risking Fremantle, as Mr. Menzies
was accepted as g f, Primary yoteg i 1940, M. | seemed to suppose, but making it safe. He had correctly diagnosed

2@ ore L A !

;}Elved an Zone conclusion .. his de- the Labour Party in that State and the middle class, whose votes
¢ preferences of My Clark but Fhe re-

14

unexpected proportion op the
e, although o

? he required to remain a member of the Federal Parliament. We
| do mnot, of course, minimise the effect of the unrelaxed pressure

of the newspaper world.

15



The Argus, Sept. 6th, 1940, reported Mr Curtin®

as saying in an address at the Melbourne Trades Hall:
“The Government itself was opposed to conscription. Mr,
Menzies had said he would not introduce conscription and
he accepted his assurances. Messrs. Cameron and Thorby

were conscriptionists. They had said so and if their in-

fluence in Cabinet was strengthened and that of Mr,
Menzies weakened there might be an abuse of the present
powers.”

Cr. Turner: “Then you will repeal Regulation 1287%”

Mr. Curtin said he would repeal that clause and would
as}( the trade.union panel to formulate methods of oh-
taining more labour for munitions production.”

Subsequent events demonstrated the worthlessness.
of assurances from both Mr. Menzies and Mr. Curtin. It
didn't require the elimination of Messrs. Cameron and
Thorby (the latter was defeated that year possibly be-
cause his constituents felt as strongly against conscription
as he did for) to abuse the present powers, or to weaken
Mr. Menzies.

(Labour Call, 17/6/43) Mr. Curtin: “The Labour
Party’s opposition to compulsory service outside Australia
had all along been based on the Menzies Government’s con-
ception that expeditionary forces to other parts of the
world came first. With Labour in power and able to im-
plement its defence policy of priority for local defence
there is a new basis for an entire transformation of labour’s
attitude towards compulsory service in those 1'egionlq
essential for securing effective defence of the COmmonh—
wealth. [t was from this angle that the Government de
cigile.:g tha;c the Defence Act should be amended to 'enable-»
military forces to serve outside Australia i
west Pacific Zone.” e South-

We reply to this chain of verbal sophistries,

(a) Its opposition had been formulated 30
fore (the Menzies Government.

b) Its opposition was such, and its
conscription so deeply ingrained in the L:w& i;(o
that the party demanded it should be incorporated in g
constitution. ) )

(¢) It is interesting to speculate what w
happened had the Menzies” Government pro

16

Yyears be-

scription. The pledges of the Labour members would ne-
cessarily « have involved giving it a hostile reception.
Agreement to it, because introduced by Labour, is not to
lessen its potentially tyrannous nature, but rather to in-

crease it. If the Labour Party can implement tyranny
which it traditionally opposed, and the people accept it

from its hands, then indeed is the situation implicit with

unknown dangers to social freedom.

(d) No country that has congeripted its citizens ‘has
ever relinquished itz power. Another Government in-
heriting this legislation may find opportunities for ex-
tending its use in ways involving the worst kind of op-
pression. No law s0 strengthens the power of the indigen-
ous fascists. It was good advice, whoever gave it: “Never
give to a friendly Governnienl power you would not wish
to see used by an unfriendly Government.”

Sir John Simon said in 1916: “So long as you provide
that the State may take an unwilling individual and at
any time put him into the army, I see the greatest and
most fundamental difficulty in combining that with individ-
wal freedom.” It is in fact a method of industrial inti-
midation., A man will hesitate in expressing hostility to
industrial conditions however bad, for fear of being taken
from his family and his home, and disposed of at the
whim of the military authorities. He will be afraid to
assert his rights. Personality is at a discount in a con-
script country.

My, W. M. Hughes gaid: “Men can be conscripted into
the labour forces and they have no say in the matter. Men
can be conscripted into the military forces and compelled
to do, not only military duties but also any other work they
are directed to do. There remains to no man or Womarn
in Australia to-day any freedom at ol

That is the unhappy position in which the Labour
Party has placed the citizens of this “Commonwealth.”
Freedom is a fragile flower that will only flourish on ap-
propriate soil. To coerce, to dragoon, to suppress, to use
force and violence as means of obtaining freedom, seems
to me the method of a deranged mind. The fascism you
hoped to destroy is now in the saddle in every country and
riding a winner. One can almost hear the succulent intake
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of Mr. Fadden’s breath, as~he welcomed the Curtin Militia
Bill, “And now we have the hill IN OUR HANDS.”

The Labour Party has long railed against a class
society, and the Communists nurture a quaint idea of g
classless society some time in the remote future, where it
is no use to anybody, while here and now they energetically
pursue the business of creating new class divisions.

Under the law of comscription, you do not promote
equality. The only free people in a coercive economy are
tho_se who administer the law, and the unfree are .he con-
gicrlpteqs—i.e., the unprotected, defenceless citizens. There
is a curious argument that has come to the fore wherever
democracy is discussed, and it is surprising the number
of people who are deluded by it. The theory is that in a
democraf:m community conscription for “defence” of the
country is the only equitable form of service, as rich and
poor alike contribute their talents and qualifications in
equal measure, It is a plausible theory but a fallacy lies
conpealed in it. It overlooks the significant fact thaf in )a
society of corruptible human beings the man who knows
someone who knows someone up top who has the respon-ci'.
b1111_:y_ of d1spo§ing of the destinies of conscripts 'is in t}ﬂe
position of being able to avoid disagreeable and uncon
genial taskg, while another not so favoijred socially muq%
take what is directed. A man can be d agged out of his
occupation to which he has become inured, such as servi ;
in a shop or tailoring, or some sedentary occunation cleu;(g
g and so forth, or teaching, and put into a joh for whl'“ 1'-1
he is totally unfitted by inclination, temperament lcd
capacity, and thus be destroyed mentally and spiritua%ﬂr

notwithstanding the enlarged biceps }
a consequence, 8 . develon s

It is an advantage t / iti i : ;
s ge to have political friends in 4 conscript

There are any number of such cases, T :
personalities have been impaired and b'ligh}éggsa;}ds 4
under the law of military service. What has hapéenr%ady
them has somgtllmes been worse than death. The m‘e .to
t_ors ﬂ?tho ad:jm}:us}l?r thig law, are usually safely enﬂgg;:::epé
in ofces and highly paid positions, whil i idey

p 4 while theip :rictmw" "” if
“f

they do come back, live to curse their tormentors, and fre-
quently they are botched and ruined failures.

The arrest of Mr. G. Frank, secretary of the Victor-
ian Branch of the Carpenters’ Union, and Mr. A. W. Chalk,
secretary of the Plasterers’ Union, for having contravened
National Security Regulations by advertising in the press
stop work meetings which might be prejudicial to the war
effort, furnishes as good an example as one could get of
the injustices that may be done individuals who have no
political friends. Although the Regulations empowered
the Director General of the Allied Works Counecil (Mz.
Theodore) to initiate prosecutions without consultation
with the Minister and who acted within the law Mr. Beasley,
Acting-Attorney General, said the power of arrest given
by Section 13 of the regulations which permitted detention
for 10 days without a charge being made, was not designed
to be exercised in circumstances similar to those in the
case of Mr. Frank (“Argus,” 10-5-43).

But was not Mr. Theodore empowered to arrest per-
song whom he considered acting in a manner prejudicial
to the efficient prosecution of the war? Mr. Frank and
Mr. Chalk fortunately belonged to a political party which
was then in power. What would have happened to an or-
dinary citizen who was not a union secretary, or did not
belong to the Labour Party? He could have been held for
10 davs without a chrage beng laid against him, and not a
ministerial friend in the whole country.

Mr. Beasley informed the president of the Carpenters’
Union (Mr. F. W. Taylor) ‘“‘that the arrests had not been
made with the approval or even knowledge of any Com-
monwealth Minister.”

They did not need to be, since the regulations were
framed by Dr. Evatt, and specifically transferred power of
arrest from the Minister to the Director of Allied Works
Council to consent to prosecutions, and all this with the
approval of the Trade Union movement. Messrs. Frank
and Chalk were getting a taste of the medicine prescribed
by the political party to which they belonged.

It rested with Mr. Maurice Blackburn, with his cus-
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M-'em for legislati ;
e _legislative acts implici .
memse the kind of situation pOSSibl]Jg](:E w‘;’l.'
B i ement connived. With Mr. Roseve ipﬁ.]

- ary to protest against the issue far, he
onses signed by Edward G. 'S5ue ol il

%

P Ehy prosecuted by some clerk in the office tHhe
~ The blank forms carri b

e s : ried the endorsement
the prosecution summarily of the oﬁ“ence( :TL

I it rein alleged.”
~ General of Aﬂieséggi?gri?g ;ﬂdWard G. Theodore, Director-
- writing by the Minister of person thereto authorised in

State for Def

. M Biackhe 5 ence.
kind ﬂm b !:n Sa].d, ‘I “nderstand that ‘[’) 4 o
Alied Wosa! <o (e consent o the Director.(fonera o
ate officers who take gy aut in great numbers to (subordig
ke th respmgigﬂ-tm themselves, and are expected
cu;;’ed and who shall nlog OfT}?etciding who shall be ];i%si
sub-section 3a, of the W.. at is an ab ey ]
at preventing éﬁggj}; War Precautions Aclgs‘irhoi{] ﬁt'\L,tm-n 5
tions. When a magisfsl?g of people hy fl"l'\iol()(’]‘ 1:-.‘a1med
ment of a responsible It;%ﬁe S€es 0n a summons tlﬁh prosecu-
;ﬂicerdhas gone into the g::ehe I&-atural}y assumei fﬁft? I;:S}f-
round for prosecuti and is satisfied that th, ¥
magistrat B 2t there is
3]t086the1?m:¥2?:th}::; aco_mes,.t_nl_gi'lé‘zliﬁiswg]eghs{ with the
be employed. In the genieral Warrant of thig sori Ho
- struggle against this system c?*
;;laméamed persons. «

erminate the practi

may not be abused aga“}f]',?

“l consent to
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i r. Theodore’s signature, which NG

V- ¥ to be filled in with the name o e

CHAPTER 3 *

THE ANTI-CONSCRIPTION CAMPAIGN

Shortly after it was announced that Mr. Curtin had
made overtures to the Federal Conference of the AL.P.
to obtain its sanction for overseas conscription, and the
State Executives had made their decisions, Myr. Maurice
Rlackburn, together with Mrs. May Brodney, W. Scanlon
and My, T. Richards, convened a meeting which was held
at the Melbourne Trades Hall on December 21st, 1942.

Approximately 40 persons were in attendance, and Mr.
Blackburn explained the objects of the meeting. A

cesolution moved by Messrs. D. K. Hill and J. McClelland
that “An organisation be formed fto oppose conserip-.
tion of the Australian people for overseas service,”
given the name

was carried unanimously, and later
of the ‘“Anti-Conscription Campaign.” Mr. Blackburn
was unanimously elected president and Mr. D. K. Hill .

(Plumbers’ Union) clected secretary. The Committee
formed consisted of the following in addition to these
two officers, Mr. F. Paice (member of the Iron Workers'
Union and a Social Creditor), Mr. Dennis (member of
iha ATU), My, P. Hill (Secretary of the Sheet-Metal
Workers' Union), Mr. E. J. Grogan (Member of the Vie-
torjan Teachers’ Union and a Social Crediter), ‘Mr. J.
Rennie (member of the Carpenters’ Union), Mrs. Green-
wald, Mrs. Brodney, Mrs. Bessie Jones, Miss Jean Almond,
all members of respective branches of the ALP—.
Brighton, Surrey Hills, St. Kilda, Coburg. Mrs. Brodney
is secretary and Mrs. Greenwald i1s a lecturer at the Vie-
torian Labour College, Mrs. Jones is an anti-conseriptionist
of the last war, Miss Almond wag later secretary of the
Coburg branch.

1t is desired to record the representative character
of the original committee, the common basis of. unity

being opposition to overseas conseription.
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The first public meeti |

ting of the organisation w
they]t;tglsingank c;p Sunday, December ‘Jﬂhl WRaZg}&?m
_ _meetings were arranged af the "
‘_m:ee e%d] an‘d intermittently in the suburbs ;.; 'I;&i}?iper-‘
- tion of permitted. Mr. Blackburn undertook the pr e
. a manifesto for the organisation. P

at w?l?:hnﬁx;g‘;nzial_éﬂgﬂting was held on December 30th
i - P ferile 0 reorganise the wor &
-g%?;iltmttge on lines of a division of work ‘411?[;( I,Of the to the names mentioned, were Mr. Vivian James, Inspector
» an¥’° ie, to attend to radio broadcasts, pro espon- at the Maribynong Munition Works, and Social Creditor,
rganising, etc. It was decided to zone A Opaganda, who was chairman of the Temperance Hall meetings; Mr.
up local committees, but notwithst . b % Leslie, Mr. W. J. C. Banks, Mr. Martin Hannah
in th’;:] direction the response was (aii]:lill)]f oﬂ.ti}‘l work done former M.L.A., Mr. J. McKellar, Mr. E. T. Evans, Mr.
s y ! 5L fta ) 12, ; / Daws T lT- ; . i &
I & sitillar character to the Antl | 7. A. Dawson, Mr. H. Nicholls, Election Campaign secre

Labour Movement, and even from among those who,
adamantine to the conseription of William Morris Hughes,
by some form of hypnosis, found the Curtin conscription
palatable to their taste. 'The antagonism the anti’s
aroused among the masses was one of the more inexplic-
able aspects of the fight.

Assisting Mr. Blackburn in all this work, in st

conscription Campaign i ‘ tary to Mr. Blackburn Mr. K. McDonald. After the

5 gn in 8 tax _ tary to Mr. y VR :

},: : :wﬁpt‘“n Committee in Neovtrheslousﬁlat{e\? lw.as _tEIE.' Anti-con- ,l death of Mr. Blackburn, Mr. Hannah was elected president.
a great fight ales, which put up \ Jome members of the organisation were soon out of

preath and fell by the wayside, being unable to make the

under the dynamic leadership of Mr. J. T
\ grade. The organisation met with considerable hostility

2. This committee

_ ‘ went out of existence safter
June, 1943, conference of the NO_S ami’t;?(;“ hlﬁ([;; 3116
- . D I'allc e

A.LP., which decided in favour of M . \ from pro-communists at the Yarra Bank meetings, but was
At the Committee meeti r. Curtin’s policy. undeterred by this and oradually was making itself felt.
Hill resigned the secretar eg}llr-lg on 5th January, 1943, Mr. With larger opportunities, it would have successfully un-
refusing to endorse a prg 1p on account of the meeting covered the Curtin plot even to the satisfaction of those
Greenwald was elected in }I:'OSItmn he put forward. Mrs. who were at first deceived by it. The swelling blast of
and with vigor, ably assistlesdpll)ace and carried on actively | the communist uproar before June, 1941, still echoes in
became' secretary when Mrs, G ¥y Mr. L. B. Harsant, who | our ears. Thus Mr. R. Dixon in “War and the Crisis:
made it impossible for he reenwald found other duties | “We communists are opposed to OVerSEas service, con-
finally dropped out, and My ;{ to continue. /Mr. Harsant '. seription and compulsory training because of our opposi-
member of the Committee .of t}'lI Kenafick, M.A ., Dil-);ﬂjd ' tion to the war and to capitalist class rule. We must
affiliated with the Trades Hall € Labor Teachers’ U;li()l’ll’ ‘| explain again and again that the Tabor Movement must
October 20th, 1943, and still ,hwas elected secretary pre | fight, not only against conscription, compulsory training
public meetings were organised ;fnds that office. Special '1 and overseas service, it must go right to the root of the

Savoy Theatre, and attracted con!;!?dl:argglle to time in the . question and oppose imperialist war.”
Melbﬁine;‘l?gavuur to induce Mr. J. T, ;alnterest, " Communists continued their malicious slapders of
Bkl Futt inrb?gn\g?tlng was not succeggfulnit‘) come to Messrs. Monk, Clarey, LOvegrove etc., denouncing them
vices to the campaig Mr. Blackburn mﬂdﬂir ol haVJ{lg‘ his l for failure to initiate a move a_ga_mst conscription, apd,
posals with acwmplﬁ,gn’ and spoke ag'aimt'thgage }“{15 ser- ' if you please, compulsory tramng. To the‘ Guardian
e o Werea 'll'Of facts which could not b urtin pro- ‘, Mr. Curtin was the “Fuehrgar’f who had completely
perience in this i to learn from the but convince lI betrayed working class principles for which he once
incredible s respect was disappointing But ex- | strongly stood.” This was long before the A.L.P. con-
opposition from many of the me ‘ ference of 1942. “He joins with the capitalist gang In
43 ' the | reviling the Land of Socialism.” These declarations were
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- m’“g{i‘;‘i’ flggézand' Belgium, France were over. : :
o 8, & vy BtE > b =
h bombs. Their attitu c'ii:dai}ﬁ](ﬂf was being blasted fascists, are quite beyond the understanding of
little regard they have for Ll strates beyond cayij normal intelligence. As the communist party “staggers™
tative government. - Th _'lb’t’llk Democracy and its policy from day to day, it was therefore not really
the troops in Egypt' with ey boasted of having jnal surprising that Mr. Blackburn and the Anti-Conscription
et the anti-war spirit, Thal Campaign should meet with antagonism. It would not be
B war,” an ; A indeed an unlikely prediction to venture that the party

war

".;lhis boss’ i b “IT':'JIN-'[“[-L]' Y e

_ s war,” a “‘capitali 5 g erialists’  wap : ;
capitalist war,” a “fi] : may be to-morrow using the same langugae of Mr. Curtin

ter.” The e thy Imperiali :
~ find that by Somenmcan;;(::;(?ll:ng Australians woke ul; htsg for being a conseriptionist, although they ardently support
X ‘ ransmogrificati - P
. ﬁe@mq “the most just and hon -.U'(f}mt_"-tl.um. the war had his_policy tonay, Ml s 3
_humanity had been called u» orable war which civilised Mr. Blackburn was eager and unremitting in the work 4
upon to conduct,” of the organisation. He did not spare himself, and it is L

war of liberation,” a It was a el : : . ! ]
the conviction of those associated with him that given

led by the Soviet Union v}.lg};lqe?L‘S war.” It was “NOW
» Which was in it to “liberate the more time, the victory of Mr. Curtin would have been

world from tyr 3

; anny, , s ; : .

“as a final ma-Stersfmk A Congress was arranged, and turned to defeat. Time, of course, was the essence of the

e atheists and free thi e the group of non-church goer Pusiness to the Prime Minister. He knew well that if the

” arranged for Car?on leers who dominate 7.\'1&‘.(‘11 b%?l?és’ Labor Movement was given any opportunity to reflect

: with prayer.” - H. Garnsey to open proceedin S, upon the implications of his manoeuvre and to visualise
g8 ihe disaster it meant in the long run to the Labour Move-

Blain, MR, v oee 0™ the Dawn” pis5) My

spoken man, 48 present, and evidently being a plain ment. the tables would be turned on him.

The deferment of the Federal conference which was

his remarks, w?ﬁ HOL quite refined and discriminating |

example, one of ffl‘jarteagab(}:e sald: “Some timen;g:gfé? to decide the issue, from December to January, was a
—1 trust his Grace and B_Oks described Anglican Bis,ho D8 «mall breathing space and the campaign was got going
my references indelicate 1Sh°P Burgmann will not 'thilig vigorously. It was our hope that ultimately by persistent
crawlers, purveyors of —as ‘holy rollers jumpers n] publicising the facts of the case Mr. Blackburn’s former
seem to relgious opiurn,’! 'But] ﬂ)hcla;ncl colleagues in the fight against conseription would rally

see on their §o
shini \ to him. But alas! Many had grown old and prosperous

bresage osculation rathep
in the Labour Party, and doubtless looked upon Black-

ssions which

gaze rests on a prel than liquidation S |
It wouldn’t {1;@ Bhd o 8 lord mayor.” i When their i burn’s efforts, although well meaning, as rash and rather
was dropped like th bhon guess if My, Blgj | quixotic., They preferred to follow the course of the battle
The taad € proverbial het pati':lt@ ain after this | through a telescope, and seemed to be pnmoyed by the
reactionary” ers of the Laboyy B oo | gnectacle of this hotspur idealist, this knight-errant,
did nothing toprmr to June, 1941, becy €ment who were | couching a lance for the inalienable rights and p_rl\fl_leges
the Imperialist ‘31;?033 conscription, Use they allegedly | of the common man in which he profoundly believed.
fought against the Iéow became ”l‘eactioi;i?qu training, | To many, no doubt, it seemed a precipitate and fool-
Act for overseas Ser\:l_rtm plan to 5 When they | hardy enterprise. Were we not at war with the Japanese
“conversion” to anti-ul)ce' .I“;dtead- of th@. Defence who had entrenched themselves in island strongholds and
for doing precisely wha?sf ription, they Iding their menaced the safety and security of Australia? Conscrip-
do. e amazing arro hey had dema them tion was necessary, cried the intrepid union officials, pro-
flippant and illogical g‘anl(:e, unabashed should tected by a reserved occupation or exemption from service; 3'
self-agsertiveness behind the barricade of their official positions they boomed g
. ; and chorused that.others be compulsorily mobilised and g
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: |
‘sent to war. Communist leaders who thumped fhe drum‘i

‘of conscription had said at one stage that Curtir
. . . . 1A ¥ 1 WS
traitor-imperialist. e

If an expert psycho-analyist were r
o5 alyis / put to work upo
those who offer these gratuitous insults, it would ]n'ubap}‘;)ir;

b_e found thaF the imperialism they denounce is a projec
tion of then- own consciousness—for there would h(;
not}_ung 80 in _keeping with their real nature as the oppor-
tunity to QOmxnate and exploit others within their power
Their rejoicing over the Soviet attack on Finland Ihufr)r(;
the _pref;ent war proved conclusively that provided irhiq a
Soviet imperialism, they have no objection to it.“ :

But Mr. Blackburn knew as w : '
; ac as ell as any of thes
clamerous, whooping c}_leer leaders that the ﬁati.lm j\\eag
atlwar, and that “Section 49 of the Defence Act iz our
only guarantee that Australia will be defended. But for

Section 49 we w
= ould long ago have S
aval]able men'n Sent overseas :—]H our

In this point of view he w
) as supported b jor-
Generg] Ran!(m, M.H.R. who gave to the House gf LRJIS])OE
ﬁ?gﬂéz{ﬁl hlsIs é-easons for being an anti—conseriptim}ﬁ]:{
5 y, I do not believe in conscription i e
last war I did not vote for it, and specific .rea]t.jsg;lsngh:.]ze
Iérompteq me to adopt this attitude. For exampl s
hi‘:;nﬁ-:tidm bgtt}ie wﬂlntake the best weapon that cor%xezy tg
| and he will use it again and i
tralia had foqr divigions in the field witE;lgae:g. uIlf' Aus-
supply of remforcements they would be em ]nlmrEGd
‘peatediy, and this country would be bled white i ik

If the screeching c i
; g communists really were e
?mbAimtraha, and were not bigoted {:?,‘ca.linis:ti'omncel~1'leLI
ut then, dces one expect reason from such fanpatetl'la];
ics?

If anyone should know
: sh » whether conscripti :
ggréat;!ve or not, it was surely the Minister F&;ﬂ;lhwas -
ol k:aisc;i;::gorica]!y denied it. That he fell i;t:l'r?y,
8 leader was not conversion to e
g;zt political expediency, and a denial g? &%‘;?ﬁ ' View,
his own convictions—we almost wrote “consel
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Despite the many set backs and discouragements,
Blackburn pertinaciously held on, and while suffering
from a virus that was undermining his health and vitality,
he continued keeping appointments made for him by the
organisation, and addressed meetings whether large or
«mall. and they were sometimes exceedingly small. He
wrote some pamphlets on the issue, and many thousands
of these were distributed.’ “Forty Questions Answered’
presents indisputable evidence of the dangers inherent in
conseription legislation and is a logical well reasoned
Qoeratic argument against it. And in his pamphlet, “Our
Last Stand,” he is prophetic of burning the boats of volun-
taryism for ever if conscription is once adopted by the
Commonwealth. “Step by step,” he writes, “since the early
months of 1940, the Australian Labour Movement has
abandoned its anti-militarist position. Now a Labour
Cubinet asks its followers to make the last surrender. 1f
this ig made, there can be no resistance when we are asked
to force men to serve anywhere in the Indo-Pacific area.”

He had much to say about what conscription meant
not-only to the individual, but to the industrial movement.
He showed how militant unionism could be weakened by
the giving of this power into the hands of its political
enemies. 1 cite one paragraph from “The Last Stand”:—

If you - give to any man the power to decide
whether another shall or shall not be sent abroad to
fight, you make him that other’s master. The more
that other dreads being called on to serve out of Aus-
tralia the more careful will he be to avoid offending
the authority that can send him. Striking coal
miners have already heen threatened that they will
be taken from the mines and put in the army. How
much more intimidating would be that threat if the
striker could be conscripted to serve overseas! The
conseriptionist does not propose that every fit man
<hall be sent to fight overeas. He demands that every
fit man shall be at the disposal of the military and
the manpower authorities to go or to ¢tay as they
may direct. If the conscriptionist policy is adopted,
each eligible man in Australia will enjoy on suffer-
ance hig home, the companionship of his family and
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~ his friends, his liberty of action and his freedon;;«.

~ word, a breath of rumour may deprive him of all’

of conscience. A single act, a single omission, one

these. No doubt the military and the manpower

authorities will act according to their own conception |

of the national interest and th ' i
t T S e national
their act will be arbitrary. In the m,\w'lifgd'of Bll;t

dividual cases h o
. b ow could a Minister, how ¢ :
liament interfere? er, how could Pars

Mr. Blackburn often paid the penalty of his convie-

%ﬁ::ﬁ 2‘;‘; nf?::;e mﬁore Sfo t‘;{han when he was caught be- ]
: re o e o T
g“?grﬁan Soviet Friendshipcoll?é;ngu&}elst i
toplspea;n Pi of the Labour Party. He accepted invitations
entertain, drml:l the platform of the former Becauser B |
e o ?ibt e notion that the Soviet Uni(;n w::mqo )
e eral democracy, not an opinion sharecc!-.l--' mﬁ
s w;i%ut{.& in the Anti-conscription Campaign )y a
cons;.zription r:.oxilrizlr{lguri? E}fgame L t‘he anti-
. ’ S soon mani ) .
}Il‘ll)g}'ral ﬁ?élglocracy was in the Friends of “]c]}ie%tm};gngm}mh
ik T?h y dropped him, denounced him for pr L1008
‘writer o ha‘.d' preached a few hours before F e
at the clglrl-i vividly recall occasions when the red fasci
¥l el ncess Theatre volleyed him with th S

se as he appeared before them on the Fﬁ?ﬁgous |

rm.

They now i 0 5

chose Curtin, for at one t

3 L , for whom ime no invecti
was too corrosive or vicious L T |

and the moreH

How-

The present
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CHAPTER 4
A GREAT MAN PASSES

Between Curtin and Blackburn there. was now a
great gulf fixed, and the Communists had made their
choice. Thus was Blackburn wounded in the house of his
friends by the pt'o-communist supporters of Gurng :

Coincident with these events matters were trans-
piring in another field. Conspirators were at work in the
Trades Hall. The Central Executive passed a resolution
threatening any members of the Labour Party with ex-
pulzion if they spoke from the platform of the subsidiary
organisations of the Communist party, and the A.S.F.L.
was indicted by the Executive as of that character.

Blackburn ignored the injunction, and consequently
was informed in October, 1941, he was no longer a memn-
ber of the party. This arbitrary and ruthless proserip-
tion of one who for thirty years had been, without quali-
feation, one of the most powerful intellectual influences
Labout had known, was another brand of the hot iron of
dictatorshp. In his manifesto, when subsequently a can-
didate for Bourke he made it perfectly plain why he
ignored the Executive’s ruling. «Although I knew that
the Executive was not authorised by the Party’s rules
to give such a direction, I would have complied, if com-
pliance had been right and honourable.” He went on to
say that he felt it his duty to persuade people that it was
to their interest to be friends of Russia because she had
refused to be a tool of Hitler. ‘

“No one can point to any rule of the Constitu-
tion, or to any plank of the platform, and say with
truth ‘Blackburn broke thjs.’ J

¢ At times loyalty to my opinions has forced me
to vote againgt the Curtin Government. But when-
ever 1 did so, Mr. Fadden and his front bench voted
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lowers voted WITH Ministers and against me fopr

overseas conscription, for the taxation of SMALL |

incomes, and AGAINST increasing war pensiong.”

What he sought to do was to keep a vigilant eve on war-

time legislation, and to scrutinise with the most meticy.
lous care and impartiality measures for the conduct of
the war to ensure that the rights of citizens were not en.
croached upon, or invaded or destroyed more than Was'
absolutely essential. He was a vigorous protester when.

a 7 0 ray_ti ¢ 4
ttempts were made to project war-time regulations into.

that sphere of social life which was outside the ambit of

the National Security measures requisite for the conduct

of the war.

He was president of the Council of Civil Liberti
?.nd a membelj of its legal panel. His wcolz:\klI hlc-:'-};a\-tvl;ss
invaluable. His mental acumen, remarkable legai equi
ment, together with hig Parliamentary experience arlljc—l
knmyledg{: of Constitutional law, enabled him to rend
services in the cause of human liberty which he ]fg eg
hoped' would be built upon and extended: any dubiet :
(l)];\fhén ;131.; r;egard now has been cause’d by the faaizh::‘rs.

: rallan citizen to maintai inci
volqntaryism for wars on fol}ggilnbg?ﬁeigéﬁmplﬁ (?f
f.gam‘_ thfa cutst_anding _charaeter and unﬂinehiﬁé'lo rﬁe-
0 ?11np1ple of Maurice Blackburn was displa ga.y
gg::e?ténf. an undaunted front when many of his col);eea u::_an
- ‘1;};2: im. It seems almost incredible, but in this Cgu S
ol er?h{??}? would expect resistance to any type of le 1n
MauricewBllzckggisaiznzd lat o li]Oi(;3 rtf e individﬁqﬁl-.

arge exten i

f)lézz?z:‘(; Several leading members at 1e£;§u§,hi% aclonel:y
conscriptionists, and apparently discerne?i I?OUH-CII

in-

congruity in functioning in defen i

[ i ce of 1 4

ff:.a.r’ne time applau_dmg the Government’slbaitt‘tjf d a? t e
c:_tlzens of their liberty. S teriving

Mr. Brian Fitzpatrick, Gener :
2 : Z] j al Secre
url, at » public meeting which he addressec};,a;ym:f the Coun-
was his attitude to the conscriptionist actions ofatmed pa

Government. He replied that h i Curti
il o 1 that he considered th o
scription tradition one of the most admi i & g-gon-
J/ * ZJ
g irable in -A“’f,hfalian

WITH the Government. Mr. Fadden and his fol. : ' !
life, but in view of the dangerous state Australia was in,

the Government could do no other than impose what had
to be admitted was industrial conscription. As to the
amendment of the Defence Act extending compulsory
military service to areas beyond the Commonwealth and
its territories, he considered, in view of the military
situation, the Government did the only thing possible.

I wonder what the reactions of Mr. Fitzpatrick would
have been if say a Fadden Government had gone back on
its promise not to legislate conscription? Would the
military situation then be advanced to justify “the only
thing possible”?

In any case, it was not the only thing possible for the
Curtin Government to do. There still remained the alter-
native of a referendum of the people, although perhaps
those members of the Council of Civil Liberties who are
conscriptionists, do not subseribe to H. E. Boote’s doctrine,
“ONLY THE NATION SHOULD REPEAL WHAT
THE NATION HAS DECREED.”

1t is probably no accident or coincidence that their
views on conscription and denial of personal liberty
coincide with the Communist Party, but how to reconcile
this attitude with the objects and purposes of civil liberty
is a perplexing enigma which would baffle even an expert
casuist. .

The ‘question at issue is really one of power-politics;
whether a Government, which HAS NO MANDATE,
should proceed to legislate in a direction which the
people had twice emphatically said, “You Shall Not,”*
and is entitled to flout a decision given by nation-wide
referenda. Those who, ostensibly working for the preser-
vation of the peoples’ liberties, give their approval to

the former method, are endorsing the fascist techmique

whether they are conscious of it or not.

T would like to quote the whole of Mr. J. D. Corbett’s
(writer of the Argus Canberra Commentary) tribute
to him, but I have space only for a paragraph:—

Maurice Blackburn out of Parliament must have
been like a ship adrift from its moorings, for he was
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profoundly and completely the Parliamentari b
was ‘steeped in the tradition of British and iﬂli?l'*al
?m;lmmgt:g’ ?l-igtory. and no man was .m
jealous o rights and dignity of Parliam
he. With his great learning, allied to ane nz.l}nhm:
i unpehevable honesty of purpose he was a dist?;t':

guished figure, first in the Victorian State Parliameuh
and afterwards in the House of Representatives ln-it"
would have been a distinguished figure leWhE‘I"E ¢

' To his other great qualities h
: ‘ ] 8 he added a ch
gf' manner which enabled him to muake many g;ﬁ:
“filgac;silsup:? even among those who violently riisagreed
v . S - - i ..
nsty iews, and to retain those friendships to the
When the historian of th

e ) e future comes t :

down the political chronicles of our time spaceo V\Efl‘l:

assuredly be f
Elackbugn_ ound for the honoured name of Maurice

He had a long Parliamentar i i

: i ¥ career. First/
fm(())lr nEis;enfiozll in 1914, ‘he was 34 years old, ha.v“;ngelelségg
born at Inglewood, Victoria, on November 19th, 1880.
i dgree B.A. and L.LB. at the Melbourne
e n g, and was admitted to practice in 1910. He
| e Essendon seat in 1917 through his unc mpromi
ing anti-conscription stand and his refusal IlCOHlDFOHllS-
e}a;,smtance to_the recruiting campaign insah_ ,O iend ke

e won the Fitzroy seat in 1925, and, fouo.‘?inze;tggﬁ?:'

tribution of seats in 1927, he was elected for Clifton -

Hill, which he held until 1924

Bour}(eh in the Commonwezﬂth’;v;ﬁ?anl::ntw aSFel?cted o
years he was Speaker of the Legiglati ; & several_
Victoria. ative Assembly of

His services in an advisor: ' )

%)u_nd judgment were of inestis’rm:%i):‘ ' },uhis g vice and

nion Movement, which he helped in w""’gﬂ fo the Trade
to record. After his expulsion .ag—-ﬁ "tqo jierous
A.L.P., he was invited to make an ' y ber of the
ference for re-admission. The reply he .
his utter detestation of compulsory mi'
overseas wars and the remarkable ind
mind, which disregarded entirely the effe
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on the ciuestion of party loyalty and personal convietion.
He said, “I will never rejoin the Labour Party so long
as it i a conscription party.”

His political enemies, or rather opponents, vied with
friends in attesting the character of Blackburn, yet he,
with several decades of impeccable service, had to put up
with this sort of pamphleteering from within the Labour
Movement. A dodger, authorised by J. J. Roberts, ad-
vising electors to Vote Bryson 1, had this to say:—

BLACKBURN IS NOT LABOUR

John Curtin and his Ministers call upon the voters of
Bourke to vote for W. G. Bryson, and declare every
other type of candidate, whether purporting to be
labour, or labelled as Communist, or belonging to
any faction or group, is not a labour man.

DO NOT BE MISLED

By anti-labourites and by those who have been ex-
pelled  from the Labour Party for Treachery to
majority decisions.
It may not be amiss here to point out that Mr. W. Slater,
ex-Minister to the Soviet Union, was advertised to speak
at the anniversary celebrations of the Russian Revolution
organised by the Australian Soviet Friendship League.
He was directed by the Central Executive, as was also

Qenator Cameron, that this could be permitted under
the ruling already given, only at the risk of expulsion
from the Party. Senator Cameron advised the pro-

that he would accept the ruling

moters of the meeting
Slater defied it.

of the Executive, hut Mr.
o far as we know, nothing has happened to Mr.
Slater, and presumably he will receive the endorsement
of the Party at the next State elections as a good and
loyal Labour man. In the whole annals of political history
in Australia, it is doubtful if there is another instance
of similar base and ignoble treatment accorded a servant
of the Movement as that which was the lot of
Maurice Blackburn. It has been a discreditable piece
of infamy, and remains to tarnish the name of Labour
a 33
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stant as the northern star.” Whether sales tax income
tax, security regulations, or any other kind of legislation
having an incidence upon the life of the common people,
he sought ameliorations where the effects appeared to be
harsh or unjust. He was the people’s servant in the
highest sense of the word.

“He practised socialism as an instrument of service”
rhaps the truest word said of him by Mr. Frank
Brennan, “but he was an individualist in his subtle
understanding of men. He had a great gift for finding
and praising the better part of the character of his
fallowman. He had a passion for justice.”

Qo far as the present writer is concerned, his
memory goes back to 1915 when the University arranged
. ceries of lectures, and Blackburn's subject was
“Soeialism and the War.” It was a touchy and restive
Yence. and its Hll-mannered prejudice and disapproval
remarks were displayed by large numbers rising
and swarming to the exit doors. 1 was much impressed
by the courage and sincerity of the man and well remem-
i
|
3

is pe

her the scene as he stood on the platform, his hands, as
vas their wont in later days, twitching spasmodically,
his speech hesitating, striving for truth and accuracy,
but determined to see the thing through. He did not
ice the spurious method called putting the audience
in a “good mood,” and this gave a certain austerity to his
personality, and meeting him for the first time it might
have conveyed the impression that he lacked an intimate
friendliness, which would be far from the truth.

Mr. R. G. Menzies in the House said: “He was, as
we all know, a man of many qualities, but perhaps his
most rvemarkable quality was his indomitable moral
courage. What he felt to be right was, in his mind, right,
and he would,pursue it wherever the journey might take

him.”
This is very true. Having looked at the pros and

subject, and decided on the right course to
from it, or deflect his

pract

cons of a

pursue, nothing could turn him

purpose.  Pugnacity for the right was his dominant

quality. A real democrat, the ordinary man commanded

the same respect from him as the most eminent and
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the land. He had no affectations 5
] _Of%nghualashm. Erudite and cultured, ’hguﬁe{ﬁo
ihje ‘b'ﬂt.a fes: dpidv;;c{i?erange of knowledge on m -
v 8 * man it was impossi
; L. lﬁ: :l?;:t?enmtwe to a ciegree regarding l}li(;g’?llgliqu‘
- After P wereuzclll'l defeat he said, almost with tl‘epidr'f"
’ rﬂbﬂ't think 1 at he may have slipped in some w o

, i have anything to be ashamed of.” Bl

of the matter, and leaving the truth to work its will
among his listeners: He practised none of the arts of
the demagogue, he was incapable of them. All he said
had the ring of truth and sincerity. He had remarkably
sound judgment on public issues, but it did not follow
that they were accepted.

The excuse Mr. Menzies offered for supporting the
Curtin Militia plan that the circumstances had changed
and one should not be bound hy what one said in a_ policy
speech, was not in the manner of a Blackburn. He took
it for granted that a promise was a promise and virtually
a fait accompli. One of his greatest virtues was he
never paraded his integrity. If our Parliaments and
public institutions were peopled with men of this type,
one half of the problems that exercise our minds and
sete the community at cross purposes would disappear.

Ny m&r- Se‘%llléﬁg ‘Ehei spotlight of publicity, he did good !
e 1o assis;::i if.wgrd or hope of reward or public ®
: ﬂm%mof gl 11111sters in drafting intricate bills‘-
i g E'ad ore ar}d masterly knowledge of, :

o g 1;1 8, gratuitously and without stint
: Tic duﬁht?’erv‘me if ever it could be said of 3', :
mmﬂlenmpubhlie 0 ul if we shall ever see his like again‘
S o e et h?i this Commonwealth. It has been
wies of all Balitical 8 influence will live. But although
56 encise Blackmlfg’ee%?' and parties have paid tribute
rectgnising in i o 8 high character and attainments
et ! 1 man of sterling worth who coullii

He could not play tl'aitél' to the public, and as one
watches the game as it is played at Canberra, with
the subtle equivocations, trick speeches, clowning and
afford to 1 gm. the countr ; ; general anties, one marvels how he survived and Was 4
in his foot:t?:' {;i %’nnnt detect the incli;l::tlihy " oyl ot poisoned long ago. He was not known to palter with .
of Parliam };) e fears, judging f pltoe TOI.]OW ] conacience, and having given an undertaking, whatever
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€Ir path. It is one thing to of vaciliiction and secret manoeuvring at Canberra 1s a

praise a man for his -

i : nis good works, it ; . bery

%f;el;kewme_ W‘? seem tﬂ.mg:;;hg 18 another to go and miracle of personality which Australian pt}bhc life has
ar, but joined with the r that Brutus praised not seen before and is not likely to see again.

Brutus died u ]

pon the Wi
Caesar, and Judas wenf ‘gugﬁ
were ancient days. when mbr?f

assi :
‘W’tﬁlg}f ]Eg ﬁega? hl_m! Like most sincere and serious men, he loved the
iﬁmse]fabﬁtabmd stroke of wit and humour. Indeed only serious people
compunctions an ut those are able to appreciate humour at its best, or shall I say,
actuatin B%nd EEMOUER able to savour the best humour. He had no grudges or
he conduct hostilities, except one, and that need not be mentioned. §

~ He was an efficient j
gve one. There was I;ublril‘:}t b
lackburn’s speeches. He had
?fatory to decoqate his ideas Wi
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audiences by a sort of di
transparently sincere, well inffo1‘:11;11::«'?t
: 36 (

an attrac- |
colour in ya




CHAPTER 5

THE STATE EXECUTIVES AND THEIR ATTITUDE

* My, Curtin’s proposed amendm :
! g ame ent of the Def

.ﬁc:t was duly debated by the State Executives oferti}cll;

abour. Party and resulted in its acceptance k

South Wales, South A i / ol L

s s, Sou ustralia, West Australia and Tas-

ani?. This gave the Federal Conference

!tlil:én I?;b:‘grv;gﬁcto.endorse the Curtin plan and so pub

) cy in reverse. It is important to
ﬁletgrms in whlch_the various Executives dealt withn?}txz
a I:; a;Txd thg voting of its members £
b bers.

Aol By outh Wales a motion was carrvied by 28
alwa}r‘?ebgg}:c{h()f the Australian Labour Party has
ot el fe ac_lequate defence of our country.
it Tamate' s é‘{ aerial warfare has made it essential
cragge g ijvacerg to Australia should be defended.
e o tg tf:l effect to this policy we reaffirm our
gl oy over:eal.?srm;?le of voluntary enlistment
adeq%‘ z;ce by e ,Ausgoalllg the requirements of

e Japanese threat to .
ot _ Australi akes it 1
peraive. i e Parye defnce by . vl
oy , an a ose territories i i
faa ¢ adigcent to SN n the South-west
éacr;.l‘?e be brought within the Drogﬁzs?ry CE dg-
ve_rnment to atfend SRE R als of_the Curtin
provide security for the-Austra]'ce e oder 0
_That youths under 21 shol:liln it
rcéctlv\-'e service outside Australia 7;';’_‘“ i ed o)
yolved in this total war must be he sacrifice in- |
spread over the

whole community, and w
: / e re |
to give effect to the Party’s pgll;?t' the Government

the requisite

profits pool tax of 100 per cent.yﬁf‘_ﬁn excess war \

" 4

*The reports of the decisi -

VSRR B lecisions of th

have been taken from the Melbourne Hci'u?gaﬁt'
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Tt will be seen that a distinction was drawn between the
phrase “gepvice overseas’ and military service in South
West Pacific areas adjacent to Australia. But it is a
distinction without a difference, and indicates the com-
pletely unrealistic treatment of the issue. “Qervice over-
qeas” has always been understood to connote areas out-
side Australia and ifs territories, whether near or remote,
and therefore the islands referred to come within the

‘gcope of that phrase and are not a part of Australia.

The suggestion that “the Party’s Defence policy he im-
p]emented," if taken in its full literal meaning and inter-
preted with literal accuracy, could signify no other than
that the “prineiple of voluntary enlistment for service
overseas,’ was a policy which had not been modified by
anything said in the rest of the motion. On this ground,
therefore, the delegates who attended the Federal Con-
fercnce from this State could have validly refused to
vote for the Curtin amendment. That what we have said
on this point is the correct view to take is demonstrated
by the last paragraph of the resolution.

«That youths under 21 should not be posted to active
sorvice outside Australia.” What does “gutside Aus-
tralia’ mean in this context but the islands in the S.W
Pacific area to which the C.M.F. could be sent under the
new scheme? 3

The reaffirmation of adherence to the principle
yoluntary enlistment for overseas cervice beyond the re-
quirements of adequate defence of Australia” are terms
implicit with a dangerous acquiescence in any pronounce-
ment by any party or military junta or labour renegade
which cares to say that this or that area is necessary to
the defence of Australia and ipso facto warranting con-
seription. For who is to deny oI refute the opinion of
military experts, . who may for all we know be red-
fascists or plain honest fascists. The point i8 the N.8.W.
resolution takes the decision of congeription or Nno-con-
seription completely out of the hands of the people, whose
fate will be decided by others over whom they have no
control. So this igs democracy. Fighting in Japan or
Manchuria can be declared necessary for the defence ©
Australia, and conseription imposed and justiﬁed by this
clause in the resolution.
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organisation of J. T. Lang, and the unremittiﬁgirl.m:l’_iﬁ

eSpousement of the traditional policy of the Labour Pa
py the Century press. - g ok
Ere desirable, in dealing with the Victorian Labour
attitude, to mention specially the hold stand taken by
Mr. A. A. Calwell, M.P., and Qenator Don. Cameron, to
stem the tide of the Curtinised reaction. Both at Execu-
tive deliberations and in public places they sustained a
constant barrage of opposition which regrettably was no
followed up by the members who helped to defeat it on
the State Executive. Senator Cameron and Mr. D. Love-
grove in the columns of the Labour Call exposed the
sinister and noisy pro-conscriptionists in a succession of
articles, and did not spare Cabinet Ministers of the
Federal Parliamentary Party.
¢ Ag military conscription is diametrically opposed
to the interests of the workers,” Senator (Cameron wrote,
¢ipasmuch as it deprives them of the small measure ©
st-ii’~5_;(3\*e1*11111e11t they MOW POSSess, and which is necessary
for their protec.tion and against exploitation and poverty,
they will be not only strongly opposed to it, but will also
resist its enfm'cement wherever }JOssible——after the war
is aver they will oppose it and refuse to be represented
by any man or woman who may be in favour of military
consc.riptinu.”
«The histery of conscription,” gaid Mr. Lovegrove,
¢wherever it has been inflicted, has been written in the

blood of the working class. BY its aid Germany has
oody charnel house.

been able to convert Europe into a bl
1t has heen the hulwark of Capitalism and the scourge
of the working class.” ;

Communists please note.

These are gtrong words. but not too strong for the
hideous thing military conscription 15 « Myr. Love-
grove rightly says, that although the circumstances of
the conscription issue during the last war differed some-

licy of anti-
‘gince

what from the war situation to-day, the PO
labour parties is not one arising out of the latter,
they have always been bent upon enslaving the Australian
people to the military machine.
decided irrespective of strategical considerations.
‘ Pt :
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throwing the party to the wolves, neither could he admit
what we have suggested, that the Prime Minister was
engaged upon making the world safe for John Curtin.
Thus his own question, why was the demand for con--
scription “made with such dramatic suddenness behind
the backs of the members of the Federal Parliamentary
Labour Party?” had to remain unanswered. We can say
this without questioning Senator Cameron’s sincerity, or
detracting from ‘his valiant and sustained efforts to keep
labour's representatives true to the pledges on which they
had been elected.

Myr. Calwell was the other member of the Victorian
trio who defended the bridee of Labour policy against
the TUsc;m—tonscriptionists. “Mr. Curtin,” he gaid, ‘“‘was
in the forefront of the anti-conscription campaign in the
last war, and now wanted to conscript the soms of the
very men who protected him in 1916. Let those in pro-
tected industries squealing for conscription go into the
firing line, some of the coal miners, some of the munition.
workers, and some of the iron workers.”

Referring to events in the caucus meeting, Mr.
Calwell was reported in the press to have caid at a meet-
ing of the East Melbourne Branch of the AL P.: TThere
is. no deubt in my mind that some members were in-
fluenced by a threat made by Ministers that a division
of Lahour members in the House on this question would
be followed by the Curtin Ministers asking for a dissolu-
tion, and precipitating an clection at a time when the
party by its own action had been rendered unpopular.”

This revealing statement, helps to put the igsue into
To save their political skins members
ere prepared to jettison the long
standing opposition to conscription, and send young boys
to their death and often worse, gince the party by its own
actions (what they were is not stated, but we know by
reference to Hansard) had compromised its security,
and was liable to be sent by the electors into outer dark-

ness.

proper perspective.
of the Labour caucus W

So the war had to be used to make t_he world safe
for politicians. That the conscription 1ssue WAS a.
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by a m;'g :;‘:m’-;ngllig;clarié necessity is thus borne 0.}'
‘troduction. ; of the circumstances of its i?‘fl' 40 do with the infamous proposal. She could not be con-
Sl vineed that it was a military necessity, and, planting
her feet firmly on the historic platform, refused to move.
It was a piquant gituation. New South Wales and South
Australia nad accepted the Curtin policy, while Victoria
had turned it down. This would mean that if Tasmania
voted with the latter State, it would even the score. i
was taken for certain that West Australia would support
Curtin, and it was likely Queensland would vote “Na.”
This would give 18 votes for and 18 against at the
Federal conference. In this event, according to the
practise within the Labour Party, the policy would re-
main unaltered, and the tables would be turned on the
pro-Curtins. Incidentally, one€ vote in the Tasmanian
executive would give twelve more votes for the proposal
at the Federal Conference—upon such a slender thread did
the life and destinies of the Australian citizen hang.
How important it was then that thig refractory member
e hrought to heel. What was 1o be done? The political
horse in Tasmania was hurriedly groomed and prepare
for the track, and came home a winner the second time
round the course. The Executive had another session in
the afternoon, and by that time the eccentric lady had
been made to see sense. Doubtless it had been pointed
out to her that if her dissidence was persisted in, the
Labour movement would need to find others more amen-
able to reasol. 1t may also have been intimated that
the Labour Party by its actions was unable to face the
electors and qurvive, and to save it from disruption an
keep Ministers in power t i
working class, Tasmania must S ;
The position in this. State was gatirised by Mr. W. b g I

Banks, the relevant portion of which we quote.
little girl whose name was Tassie,
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A further re do \
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sation e should be /| who heard sO much from her relatives and teachers about

what King John was doing that she wished very much to
gee him. She did not know whether King John was a
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o | @&l) very confusing.”
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CHAPTER ¢

THE STATE EXECUTIVES AND THEIR ATTH
CONTINUED 3
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SQince that decision, rank and file meetings of
important unions in Queensland have declared
strongly for the Curtin policy. g
Queensland, supposed to share with New South

Wales the doubtful distinction of being the home of
militant labour, rejected the Curtin amendment by the
narrow margin of 7 votes in a total of 31, but this is
partly explained by the fact that the Premier (Mr.
Cooper) had thrown his influence in with the pro-Curtins,
and probably accounted for some “yes’” votes that other-
wise would have been ‘no.” The Queensland vote there-
fore could be interpreted as a strongly -anti-Curtin one.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA.—On *December 18,
the Prime Minister's own State adopted his policy by
a majority which was officially declared to be about
10 to one. The W.A. A.L.P. also adopted resolutions
of confidence in Mr. Curtin and in his Government.

The Eastern Goldfields (Kalgoorlie) District Coun-
cil, through its delegate, Mr. Heenan, M.L.C., a Kalgoorlie
solicitor, led the opposition, and put up a stubborn re-
gistance to the impact of numbers.

This unswerving loyalty to the Party’s policy in the
P.M’s home town is deserving of a niche in Labour’s
pantheon while it lasts, for soon there will be no further
need of it, as labour is fast running out of figures to
qureole. Mr. Forde, as is indicated later, managed to
dig out a rather crumpled halo for the Prime Minister.

That Mr. Curtin, with unfailing intuition, had cor-
rectly adjudged the temper of Western Australian Labour,
became evident when the State Executive discussed the
P.M’s resolution. An alternative proposal was submitted,
possibly by the untfortunate but still articulate minority,
that the matter be referred to a referendum, but it was
overwhelmingly defeated. showing clearly that the Labour
oligarchy wanted conscription or nothing, and wouldn’t
be happy till it got it. The idea that the people whose
lives and destinies hung in the balance should be con-
sulted was preposterous!

On the whole, surveying the reception of the Curtin
policy among the State Executives, it is a dismaying re-
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pected, by Sl Histori a political party, which it was ex-
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the hands of m@ﬂ | slavery. Its move has put into

v s g t’o!maﬂvail i-ﬂy_-f ower of coercion, which it will
: itself of and there can be no argu-

ment against it :

application of military ng circumstances for the

can always be found by nts and coercive methods
tqi'!}fm when once the i hghose interests requirej

.hir:sg-l'?bo‘lr Party’s defecti W has been “softened.”
himself was protected by th meered by one who
invokes for the denial of a ke now amends and

is so startling in, the otection to other
2 BT L4 L1 . : S’
probabilities, that it is he jon of all the

e yet to many
visualise where
v do likewise
‘better justifi-
the Labour
Priorities

staunch labourites. The ad 1t
it all leads to. Any poitféﬁ i
and point tg the lead already gi
tl,;atlon could any political parbs? §
Party pioneered conscription in
is the principle geverning all soei
war, but a priority in Universal
gzrvice on foreign battle fields was
exercised by the Labour Parﬁ‘i“

from principle, yet whose vigorous assertion in other
war years was ansurpassed, has stabbed the Australian
democracy 10 the back, ably assisted by the red-fascists

whose political circus it would be exhilarating to watch,
did not their clowning bear such evil consequencee.

We may add to Sir Earle’s Page's remark in support
of the Prime Minister’'s new policy, “Our own army
would be able to go out and fight wherever the flag might
be unfurled’ —and for a cause not necessarily concerned
with the defeat of fascism, or the repelling of the Japan-
ese from these shores. ;

Numbers of Trades Unions passed resolutions sup-
porting the Curtin policy, but a number were against it. -
Although the N.S.W. Executive supported the Curtin
plan, it did not by any means represent the real feeling
among the affiliated Unions. The Australian Worker
reported, 9/42/42; ‘The resolution carried by the State
of the AL.P. in New South Wales last Friday
night in favour of Mr. Curtin’s Militia proposal has
already been discounted, if not discredited, by other
bodies more clogely in touch with the mass of Labour
supporters in the State. BY 53 votes to 2 & Sydney
Eastern Suburbs Regional Conference of the ALP. on
Monday demanded that a special rank and file conference
be held to deal with the Government conscription moVve.

«Three electoral councils of the A.L.P. (Parkes,
Reid and Newcastle) have also repudiated the Executive
decision and called for a conference of the whole of the
States’ affiliated Labour organisations. is as it
<hould be. The State Executive is too small and exclusive

a body to decide a matter SO vitally important to the
labour men and women of New South Wales.

“A rank and file conference of the entire State would
be more expressive of labour opinion, and by virtue ©
its numbers, less susceptible to governmental influence.
concerted move should be made in this direction.

“1f we can't have a referendum of all Australia,
gtate Labour Conferences would be infinitely preferable
- 49
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The attitude of the A.C.T.U., according to the Argus
9/12/42, was that Mr. Monk was communicating with
members of the A.C.T.U. in other States asking them if
they accepted his and Mr. Croft’s amendment at the Vie-
torian Executive’s meeting on December 4th in favour
of a referendum as being the views of the AGELT e
have not been able to discover what replies were given.
Presumabiy their suggestion was not endorsed.

The Trades and Labour Councils of various States
declared themselves as follows:—New South Wales sup-
ported Curtin’s move. The Victorian Trades Hall voted
98 for 98 acainst. The casting vote of the acting-chair-
man. ex-Senator Sheehan, defeated the move. The Ballarat
Trades Council supported, as did a Conference of Pro-
vincial Trades Halls in Victoria. The Queensland Trades
Union Congress supported. It is presumed that the in-
dustrial movement in Tasmania supported the move.
The Adelaide Trades and Labour Council endorsed the
Curtin plan. The Australian Workers' Union opposed
it. These represent a few of the official opinions we
have been able to collect.

An interesting decision was that of the Australian
Federated Union of Locomotive Enginemen, which claimed

that the only true course was to resubmit the question

to the people by referendum together with a further
question of granting power to conscript the wealth of
Australia. The Curtin Government, its official journal
stated, was subjecting the people to a veiled dictatorship:
and several members of the Cabinet regarded themselves
not as the people’s servants, but their masters. The
press reported that the Minister for Air and Civil
Aviation (Mr. Drakeford) has given the Ministry strong
support on all phases of war policy.

Myr. E. Thornton’s description of Messrs. Calwell,
Cameron and Holloway as reactionary because they op-
posed conscription, shows how a Communist can indulge
himself in an arbitrary and ludicrous misuse of words.
“Reactionary” is a fluid word which he can pour into any
mould his distorted imagination fabricates.
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The congress recorded its “yuncompromising hostility
4o Conscription of life and labour, and on behalf of the
industrially organised workers of Australia resolutely
declares against any attempt to foist conscription upon
the people of Australia.”

The article mentions that “Jack Curtin was charged
pefore Mr. Cohen, Police Magistrate, with failing to enrol
as required by the Proclamation under the Defence Act,”
and how Mr. Blackburn appeared for the defendant.#®

“Later Curtin left for West Australia. He was there
charged in the tollowing month of December with a
breach of the Wartime Regulations, and a fine of £15
was imposed. Curtin had to enter into a surety bond of
£95 as a guarantee that he would comply with all the
wartime legislation.”

“The principal slogan of the 1916 Anti-Conscription
National Executive in its appeal to the people of Australia
was— }

“Freedom of ' conscience and Liberty. You prize
Freedom of Conscience! Conscription is the enemy of
Freedom of Conscience. You prize Civil Liberty! Re-
member that Conscription is the enemy of Civil Liberty!
Conscription has destroyed Civil Liberty in Germany.”

i

L e e
& See Page 72 A Glance Into History.”
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.CHAPTER 7

MR. BLACKBURN'S AMENDNMENT
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conscriptionist party. The mask it had worn at the 1940’

elections when it had announced itself as opposed to con-
scription was now torn off, and the real features of the
U.A.P. revealed. The amendment was defeated by 31

votes to 27, labour members voting against it to a man,
assisted by the independents.

Although the House expected Mr. Fadden to move a
similar amendment to Mr. Curtin’s motion, “that the
paper be printed,” he did not do so, cryptically alleging
that the opposition always ‘placed national responsibilities
and consequences above party political considerations™;
but Mi alwell probably gave the correct interpretation
of it in his speech. “I take it,” he said, “that he (Mr.
Fadden) is quite satisfied at the moment with the step-
ping stone instalment of conscription which he hopes
will rec=ive the approval of the Labour Party Conference
on the 4th January next.”

Mr. Blackburn moved an amendment, “That all the
words after ‘that’ be left out®*with a view to inserting
the following words: ‘This House, re-affirming the policy
upori which the majority of its members were elected,
opposes the imposition of any form of compulsory ser-
vice outside Australia and the Territories of the Com-
monwesalth’.”

T+ was seconded by Mr. Calwell, who reserved the
right to speak. This was a demand on members of all
parties with a vengeance. As already indicated, the
converse of this point of view had been emphatically
repudiated by members of the Labour Party only a few
months before. and Mr. Blackburn was entitled to expect
some measure of consistency and virtue, but as events
proved these are qualities in the people’s representatives
as rare as acorns at the North Pole.

The debate which ensued evinced a determined effort
by the Opposition to have this amendment defeated. not-
withstanding the House was a non-conscription assembly,
according to the assurances given the electors when on
the hustings in 1940. Mr. Curtin enunciated Labour’s
policy on the air from Perth on 28th of August of that
year. ‘‘Necessary provision shall be made,” he said, ‘for
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Curtin himself at the November Conference of the ALP.,

gince the policy of the Labour Party was still anti-conserip-
tion. We would have had the spectacle of the head of the
Government and leader of the party in the extraordinary
position of having to oppose his own chagged views. Mem-
bers of the party would have been bound together with the
Prime Minister to obpese the Fadden amendment, ‘just as
they will be hound to support the spirit of the motion of
the Hon. member for Bourke as 1 most cordially do,” added
the member for Batman.

Was there an arrangement with Mr. Fadden NOT to
move an amendment and so avoid causing embarrassment
o the leader and members of the Labour Party? Stranger
things have happened in politics.

The burden of Mr. Brennan’s contribution to the
debate was, why bastardise conscription. To speak of a
merger of the two armies and of territories not far
away but close at hand outside Australia and its juris-
diction was merely to apologise for conscription for over-
seas service, ““The blossom of conseription flourishes
remarkably well in the congenial atmosphere of Western
Australia. The words used by the Prime Minister in
his proposed amendment of the Defence Act were pre-
cise and lucid enough to satisfy any ardent conscription-
ist—they mean service in foreign countries—such other
territories in the South West Pacific area as the Gover-
nor-General proclaims as being territories associated
with the defence of Australia has very wide scope.”

In any case, having inserted the point of the bayonet
in the groin, it would require but little pressure to press
it home. ;

If we yield to the present clamour for this
amendment, we shall yield the last ditch. The proposal
now before us is conscription for foreign service, stark
and unshamed.” Myr. Brennan cited the Auystralian
Worker for the ond December, 1942, where in a leadir}g‘
article Mr. H. Boote had succinetly put the matter 1n
his usual forthright way. He wrote (p. 1710 Hansard,
Dec. 10th, 1942):

Should the Prime Minister get -his way, the
a7
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a declara- |

He accused Mr. Blackburn, whom he described as the
“Arch-priest of Socialism,” as directing a dagger at the
heart of democracy and socialism; Mr. Harrison evidently
meant that Socialism—the brand of it in the Soviet Union
__which Communists accept and Socialists deny, requires
conscription, bureaucracy, industrial regimentation, and
all those shackles beloved of the possessing classes to make
it a success, He may be right when it comes to practical
polities, but Mr. Blackburn, being essentially a Liberal,
alfhough a warml adherent of theoretical socialism, con-
ceived of socialism as a higher form of liberalism, and
not a condition of dominance by the State such as exists
in the Soviet Republics, where industrial freedom is a
gham, and the wWo rler a pawn on the Stalinist chess board.

Naturally, in view of the fact that My. Curtin had
come his way Mr. Harrison had nothing but admiration
for the Prime Minister, and considered that “his diligence,
energy and patriotism during the war had wiped out many
blots on his escutcheon.” “Would to God,” exclaimed
My, Harrison, ‘he would go a little further in the interests
of his country.”

All of which goes to show that it all depends how
you look at things and what your interests are. To many
thousands of Australians Mr. Curtin has not purified his

escutcheon, but rather stained it indelibly with political
trickery and deception and damaged the moral and political
credit of the TLabour Farty irremediably. 1t would seem
from the compliments of the Opposition, that when 2
Labour representative becomes sufficiently .given' to re-
pressive measures his new found impeccability will a:tone
for all the sins of adhering to Labour Policy. And if he
would go further and become a conseriptionist, the eneniies
of Labour will be prepared to canonise him as a political
gaint, whose example and precept should prove a quel
for all successive Labour Prime Ministers. The lily-
white virtues suddenly discovered in vaccillating Labour
men is a phenomenan not begun with, nor confined to
the happenings of to-day. Gifts of £25,000 are not con-
sidered too high a price to pay for the services of any
one who has lost his sense of moral obligation to the
movenent which nurtured and established him. We may
59
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CHAPTER 38
GUILTY MEN

Some attention needs to be given to Mr. James, since

he represents the mining areas of N.S.W., where apparently
a conflict exists among the miners who are anti-conscrip-

tionist, and probably  still take the view about the war

which the Communist Party favoured before June, 1941,
and the red-fascist conscriptionists, who would delight to
force into the battle zone those who had not been equally
exper't in the contortionist act of transforming an im-
perialist war into a war for liberation and democracy.

Mr. James himself 1is, doubtless, occupying an
equivocal and dubious position. For the moment the
communist section has control of the Miners’ Federation,
and Mr. James would run a grave risk of political hari

kari did he offend the pooh bahs of the Federation. It

would be interesting to speculate what Mr. James' views
on conscription would have been had the issue been raised
prior to the entry of Russia into the war. The attack
he made on M. Calwell because he demanded allegiance
to the policy of the party would doubtless not have been
made had the issue arisen then. It was in any case an
ignorant and petulant outburst which Mr. James may yet
have cause to regret.

His apologia for the Prime Minister’s action in
raising the gquestion at the Melbourne Conference was a
jejune attempt to appeal for the right of a party meeting
to decide the issue as it was an intra-party political
guarrel. Mr. James has his own peculiar freudian
complex, very reminiscent of the bizarre illogicalities of
the communists in dealing with the question, and to
isolate the issue from the traditional repugnance of an
Australian democracy to military regimentation, from
the Prime Minister's brusque and contemptuous treat-
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we merge the forces, we shall not remove thaf ,

division. The honourable member will not deny that
there is friction between the two forces? ;

Mr. Jolly: Not that I know of.

Mr. Ward: If we merge the forces we shall still
have that division, because the soldier in the Aus-
tralian Imperial Force will still want a distinguish-
ing badge to show that he was a volunteer, whereas
the other man was a conscript. There can be no
denying that there is friction. The lack of co-ordina-
tion will continue. The only way in which these
forces can he effectively merged is by allowing the
merger to be voluntary.

Mr. Rankin: Thousands of eighteen-year olders
have not been allowed to join the Australian Imperial
Force.

My, Ward: That is exactly the point il wasA

going to make. Members of the Citizen Military
Forces, instead ef being encouraged to join the Aus-
tralian Imperial Force, have been discouraged. That
was admitted by the Prime Minister, according to
certain extracts from the speech delivered by him
at the conference of the Australian Labour Party,
which were placed on record by the honourable
member for Melbourne.

Practically no recognition was given to the fact
during the course of the debate that all Mr. Blackburn’s
amendment did so far as labour members were concerned
was to ask for reaffirmation of the assurances they had
given to their constituents and repeated only a few m_onths
hefore in defeating the Fadden amendment, but this, as
it turned out, they declined to do.

Dr. Evait followed Mr. James in the asser.tion that
to vote for amendment would prejudice consideration 9’[’ the
matter at the forthcoming Labour conference. But did not
every Labour man have a right to prejudice ‘the Labour
conference against conscription, seeing that they had given
pledges in that direction? Du. Evatt had o duty to his
¢lectorate to prejudice the conference against breaking
down © policy that had been determined by the Australian
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Dr. Evatt proceeded to justify the modification of
Labour’s policy on the ground that the power sought was
for a limited Pacific area. But the casuistry that has
entered frequently into the administration of the Curtin
Government only found another striking manifestation.
It has practically destroyed all semblance of democratic
policy the Labour Party had. But more will be said of
this in succeeding pages. In the meantime, it needs to be
pointed out that by such specious arguments adduced by
Dr. Evati, any of the pledges given to the electors could
be violated, and have indeed been violated by the pseudo-
logic of political lawyers.

The real seriousness of the position so far as the
Labour Movement is concerned arises from the fact that
a caucus elected on a no-conscription platform, refused to
endorse that platform when the opportunity was given
it to do so. How did Dr. Evatt vote in caucus and Cabinet?
Did he prejudice the issue against comscription? Clearly
it was his duty to do so. Two referenda against Labour’s
platform, his personal pledge and defeating the Fadden
amendment in May, was that not enough? That Cabinet’s
decision did affect the issue at the conference on January
dth is obvious, whereas if members had been true to their
pledges, the conference delegates would have hesitated in
flouting the lead given by the Parliamentary representa-
tives, Mr. Curtin notwithstanding.

The Argus, Jan. 29th, 19435, reported that Caucus by
41 votes to 10 approved the Government’s proposed legisla-
tion to amend the Defence Act to permit the C.M.F.-to
be sent to the S.W. Pacific Zone.

The Herald, Nov. 24th, 1942, reported that of the 19
members of Cabinet, 16 had voted for the Curtin plan.
Mr. Ward, Mr. Holloway and Senator Cameron were the
only Ministers who stood firm to the Labour platform.

country unquestionably rests, 1}01: so much on the
January conference, although it s not exculpable, but
upon the Curtin defection primarily and thos(_e who sup-
ported it in the Cabinet, who played false with honour.
! These are the vicars of Bray whose deviation from prin-
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ment and in favour of Mr. Blackburn's amendment,
it is certain that the Prime Minister would have
exercised his right of dismissing Mr. Ward, and
Caucus would have disciplined Mr. Calwell. Mr.
Calwell would also have faced the danger of losing
the official labour endorsement for his-seat in Mel-

bourne.”

In justice to Mr. Calwell it should be pointed out that
in a public speech he stated that he did not call for a
division as he had intended, as it would have embarrassed
other non-conscriptionist labour members. ‘‘After trying
to persuade members at a caucus meeting to vote against
My, Blackburn's amendment, Mr. Curtin declared carried
a resolution that the members of the party should vote
against it even though it was the Party’s policy.” This
revelation by Mr. Calwell of the value of “assurances’
should be an ob
is exercised within the democratic framework.
cription was still the platform
of the party, and to have voted against the Government
may have been to disobey a direction of caucus, not to
have been disloyal to the policy of the party. Or are we
in the position of having to accept decisions of caucus
when it goes contrary to the policy of the party as it did

on this occasion?
Labour members should

At this time, anti-cons

now, if they have any grace

remaining, tender humble apologies to Mr. W. M. Hughes
for many decades of defamation of that honqurable
gentleman. He is Snow White compared to those who

have consistently blackened his character.

ject lesson to electors how easy dictatorship
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country, they would never see it again. The only battles
~ ijp which Mr. Menzies displays his courage are of the
Jitical and forensic type, wherein he flourishes the
-~ qword of legal argument and pounds the enemy position
§ Gith 10,000 shells of verbal sophistry to prove the im-

- portance of dying to keep Australia free.
“We . should not be surprised at these two revealing
episodes, because conscriptionists are mostly baptised in
ung man like Mr.

the same pool, and although a yo
Curtin had an inexplicable dislike to being conscripted
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young men to fit themselves with uniforms.

The following is taken from the Age newspaper,

fis12/1016:—
Union Secretary Arre .
“John Curtin, secretary to the Wood Workers’ Union
and a prominent speaker in anti-conseription circles, has
been arrested by Plainclcthes Constable Dugdale, 'of
Brunswick, on a commitment warrant in connection with
a charge heard in the local court recently in which he
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the Military Service Proclamation. e was sum_moned
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CHAPTER 10
AMENDMENT OF THE DEFENCE ACT

Section 49 of the Defe
* i nee  Act 1903-1941 yeada-
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) " 1.:.; e 0“0“’ng provisg: © b ¢ r_.}.‘l'l@,
ggf,hl?i;l“ (E?IS Secti?n shall authorise t.he 1?;-!?;;:‘]5{;0 :1‘1&?
. compulsor e i sition @
Australia.” puisory service beyond the limits ojf

Clause 4 of the Def iti
Bi : L elence (Citizen Militay S
talilgleilg?s tp}f ovides that: ‘E\Totwithstandirlagﬂfam1y )
ipeni D the Defence Act, 1903-1941, op iz con-
tar;r%‘g’ Act 1939-1940, any member of t 0 the National
_ rces may be required t ve i ili
tained in the South Western OP:i}gs Iélo

by proclamation.” ne, as specified

M_r. Curtin, in movin sec
%x;]ejdigg‘ Bill, stated ’thaf:g E}}:: éi)i?tl;ld ‘;‘}eading B ihe
hundrerid:mctlh(’:c area bounded on the West b :
ortn F;; e Fe.nth meridian of east longitud
s s an)dr ﬁflf?r “quator, 'A‘ncll on the east b %,
tralia and adjacent ialgnar nr 255 longitude.,

; ljace slands and waters TRl
::*):\‘an{zmt:;t Sbmt;t%].-west Pacific Area],: ?cct)l;'?iigortf e
R et I]‘e(;ieen i\’{r. Churchill and Mp., Rgoso a
- gt 't’&W' (C.U]']tl(')} of operations., “Itg hg ev,el_dt

a ashington and concurred in by fhe-ﬁ,é'
1en

Aus

Commonwealth Government.”
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to warrant the use
‘fence of this area, even though the “defence of Australia
is not confined to its territorial limits,” since volunteers

“were available

Pment had atte

There was nothing disclosed in Mr. Curtin’s speech
of conscripted soldiers for the de-

Although he was criticised by the Op-
not having amended the Defence Act earlier
the Prime Minister effectively disposed of
complaint by pointing out—(1) No Govern-
mpted to amend Section 49 of the Defence
Act although they had majorities in both Houses, and
it had remained unaltered for 40 years. This is a criti-
¢ism which rebounded on the Labour Party also, although

positien for
in the war,
that carping

" Mr. Curtin conveniently closed his eyes to that. (2)

Governments previous to the Curtin regime during the
war had taken no steps to amend the sectionm, but had
actually in the National Security Act provided that mo
power could be exercised under it to destroy the principle
of voluntary service embodied in it. Voluntaryism is the
principle applying to the Air Force, the Royal Australian
Navy, and has been the traditional policy of the Aus-
tralian people for service abroad. Concluding his speech
the Prime Minister said: “The Commonwealth Govern-
ment has assigned to General MacArthur all the £01~ces
it possesses. It now says to him, ‘we will extend the area
within which the Citizen Military Forces may be used.
When your offensive exceeds the boundaries of this Zone,
you <hall have in your Allied Expeditionary Force the
inaximum naval, land and air components that_ can b‘f
furnished, having regard to the needs_ of defending your
base which is Australia and your line of comm}lnlca—
tion ' areas, which are the territories you conquer; ané!
having regard to the capacity of Australian ,man-power
to maintain the forces that have been raised.

Pk -ent that in the terms of the amending
hill Eit]el%oﬁfkll)a‘lﬁestern Pacific Zone, whilst the area for
he 'time being specified by Mr. Curtin, could be extended
i ;:'rr‘fe Washington decided, so that the plea r:_;f _the
any U tionist that it was only for a definitely limited
;%I;Z?;}};hical locality turns out to be only part of the

: ; iracy of deception, characteristic of the
gigantic OBSCH iod in th tralian nation.
history of this eventful per;;:d in the Austra
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The important speeches in the second debate op the
‘Bill were not those of the Opposition, since they consisteqd
mainly of a repetition of hackneye( 1:(‘)@111{-{1] Peevigh-
ness anent the ‘“indefensible Procrastinationg” and
“deliberate evasion” of the Government in not extending
the Militia area at an earlier stage in the war.

It did appear, however, according to My F‘adden,
that the Prime Minister's intention was not a secret
from everybody, but that in all probabiliy he had, suh
Tosa, not kept the Leader of the Opposition in the dark
in respect to his moving away from Lahour Policy, My,
Fadden said: “We in this chamber know that the Ripht
Hon. gentleman has PERSEVERED TIME AND AGAIN
AGAINST SUBSTANTIAL PRESSURE. iy an endeavoyy
to have the Defence Act amended, and we realisc that as.

a Labour man he cannot ignore the Wishes of the
Movement,”

Were Messrs, Forde, Chifley, Beasley, James, Makin,

Drakeford, . Senator Fraser (Who comes from W.A.),

. Evatt and Dedman entirely ignorant of what My,
Curtin wag hatching? Apq what of gthey members of
the caucug? Were they altogethey Uneonscious of the
witches’ brew their leader was stirring?' It does look
as if a number of labour 0stricheg thrust theiy heads
into the sand, and then’ lookeq Surprised whey Curtin
Sprang his views on the Novembey conference. '

It seemed to be Zenerally agreed ip o :
actually ONE PERSON in T : tlffspﬁﬁfsﬁ;ielﬁuff
Conscription in Australia.  Both My Menzies 41, My
Fadden directeq attention to pregy renor ]

oYty i e
vealed that the opportunity the Par]iameg;t feh e

! sition  accepted  with ill-concealed dehg_’ht
e Omfj;:iht;: S;;ril)jtt'nmise Labour had made (‘{vzgil'll
and gratm.("']'i)m the party rooms doubtless.:]omef -
. 20 yping on the victorious conclusion o at
,_f‘[eeful ba./r'rk”:*i;*;:;“ :r;\‘vring many decades. VV’% ai‘ggir)n
finistent ‘Cd-],i!"]fi"'-{yu advance by the Lal;oun‘ Palh}f -iqhéd
this me@hl“-"_‘_‘f‘;' tionist tradition that it has .chel i
the antl_coﬂ.i\\f-}i.’lm' It is something upon whie 1\@
i mm’fxf-‘::‘lu‘ul-jpt when the time comes, ce’ln ~iv;e b
sponSIblOT_({:)};']zF. ;[.hA@-! need should ul’lfOI'tUll?Ii;eil} dArise.
%&Lﬂfi g',,l:;_.e_.rie_-r of the Opposition, Mr. Fadden.

! as deseribed by Mr. CO]?,S as
The Fadden Hl]l—'r?("h was (‘I?;SCI] lhave N ir heneat g
o ost insincere address tha ARV, G
‘the most insince : H atdicts
| this caustic reflection related to ed)poéition Tl
o ‘¢ on the sole desire of the ‘l 08 i
. oo e d “national considerations tran .
thetGO":rI;IJK‘]%E?‘fllltl‘\frllt]he Opposition,’l’) the rebuke was
LY ITICS D) 1 el 3 o
%)Tq 31)‘121&3‘9111 than it might have bee SRR
B Mo speech Tlad 0 o
: :M}'. \)]],mmwté for a wider e?(féfﬂSlwe e
;:]t])el.?il:n ‘R\I\f:ri'tld.not him?elf Igeoigsgiv;}u-] o ha arglﬁ?,
R ber for Kooj Burouras bailh
know how the mem Wlo to hetaaie t0 i . i
i ay & B ipt youths
if, when a “'Olléh’jgliad been proposed tot {:Egzsg;dp Bl
zZone in 1914-011: ’age but we can at Ic?gsupon hi Ty ke
Do s reply to the attack made upo thinks of
gl o 1'6111;33/;0 He has told us w};ar}dh;resumabiy
. BEarle Tidge ;lﬁ'qtment D fam}ly étfeé weight had Mr.
V}(l)lumaligizer‘;ltions wOuldhhmesc‘?*iption by legislation.
those con¢ t through con : e
So here 1s 'as was Mr. Watt w o
belng: 8 Sagtleile{:f:tion about C?nﬁ;ls,lti:%iscience or his
celebrated ot his patriotism or eellen’ Taiialane
i bu;cilrlrjlpire and he is a quite e
he ’
duty to t

g 1k at the issue

£ oliticians, who bau of com-

of all coqscl‘lpﬁoﬁl‘fgspare 1;h_re«'1113<?‘-’1ed1 bi; E;.Sii‘f;._ Menzies

when CheIt JAH It will avail Little to p eaLd’uce conscription

pulsory ser che.tion of his failure to intro rs over persons

did, in justnﬁczervice when taking _pO‘:;et in June, 1940,
for overseas in the National Security Ac

and property 9 ;

was piy,
debate the amendment of the Defence Act \:Sasglglfg Efi
0, although
Nommber,

a “Tasmanian delegate to the confep
he opposed the Prime Ministey
Supported them in January ”

It is to pe hoped that My, Ja
Hunter, ang others of the Labour
with minority government within its
what it amounts to. (ONE PERSON

CIDED THE ISSUE oF CONSCRIP
TRALIA,

ence v
Proposalg ‘i




th it it
at the war wasg thousands of mjjes away from A ]
: A IS Aipe

- tralia, and therefore it w :
Sniler @8 unnecessary, He w
e ifab?) u;?ai;ty‘tas 3nuch tlja_dltionally consc}"{i;ij th-en
his protestations oa s traditionally anti, g4nq deir il
sy I'nhtrodn Sdml; the hustings that conscription ‘«'Splte.
e GOVGI‘nmencte oy his barty should it pe Fe‘tulzn ¥;)uld
repentance for }:]'ﬁie fear it was not a I'm“if‘“tqtiec as
the matter wag gxcléie%iﬁg-;;r?ng be}]ief S0 Inuch, (asm?]:h.gi
a party was aski Bopular af the ¢ '
bl o tu;ﬂf:e];llntg ‘to be guillotined, ang the imgt.and
BE. ooy or those who favoureq jt. In his %ngs
1939, he saig: '"aniniXaf Prime Ministey on 27th :&)1?
to go to a foreign b tt}lhtrah?n troops will je comp 111“,
this speech carried atile field” € newspapery t(a t] eﬁed
Eiltinceintion b o 2 three-column plac) T

'erseas, -l lne—"“Ng

What is the
E ralu . ;
one now knows. € of a promise of a politician e
Necessitieg of arsa
tracts fro A oy Space ‘will only allow : -
e Batml;]th?w?’“lganl and moving spe?gh fﬁcj t}? VA
iting incis; e He put the CEI mer:ﬂ‘}f}i.
St ase V1T
he Principle of opposi-

that coulqg har :
ardly bpe ¢

pledged I ’ excelled. w

be diffc uII ;b?glfar?l?g;rk:eri WeTe Sog th}éit l:[c;]tinfele i

vote for 3 , but that thee® i1t may
to conﬁ)lngf‘“f”’ consigning the Jrggthcoul.d atterwarnds
measure o ©  CLViCe in foreign fialds i OL the countyy
_ ML OF dhat Drocess of ol e Van may he a

very-

sive of the siiy, - onsei
Soclal degradatiop and denizlcf)(;.us]y aPprehen-

and Dersonality
: s Y In a conscrp;
o oo Script law, c
see it nh“t_hi “l] O‘nstler Wherever it fh%%vegn?equenﬂy has
execrated, is am};;t{ftlzllflg What it one tim 31-1:31 .-
: Pk Hul spectacle to th ol
0se who .

for a life time for +
L e 01‘ the breservation of g free cit; fough
bt potni U | Party”  saiq B Mzengh
€8S 1n its opposition et "Tennan, «
85 : d hit

t AT a s
en m%a'rg

g

L

I Party has congra
great achievement has recurred.”

ho had given conspicuous service in building up the
party were expelled from its membership. To admit
oneself a conscriptionist was to place oneself outside the
Labour Party. Time will not wither nor custom stale
the infinite variety of the methods by which the Labour
itulated itself as the anniversary of its

He then mentioned a special journey which he and
Mr. Beasley made to the Paddington Town Hall, Sydney,
to celebrate the achievement of other days. “Opposition
ito conscription for overseas service was a part of our
structure, it was our bone and sinew, it was of the spirit
and the soul of the Labour Party.”

Mr. Brennan, so far as I am aware, is the only man
in recent times who has given consistent expression to
the real nature of the law of conscription as affecting
the lives and destinies of the youth of the country, but
whether a blush of shame mantled the tough mental skins
of those who listened to his trenchant flagellation of the
pro-conscriptionists we do not know. A pe’}l‘ty _Whlc_h
could, with such affrontery, go back on its historie
obligations to defend the liberties of the people, was not
likely to be perturbed by any moral disquisition, however
convinecingly presented. _

“My opposition to conslcription,’_’ he continued, and
T am sure expressed the sincere convictions of many tens

s of Australian citizens, “\’a_-'as based upon
i thomged SC which had nothing to do with

her siderations L (
'Egézgsit;onor expediency, but which had to do with the
fact that as a legislator I was askt_ed f:o be an instrument
in seizing an Australian citizen, if indeed he had ever
beefl admitted to citizen rights at all, forcibly expatriat-
m from his own country and making him, for my
otection of others, an instrument

ing hi 5
: jon and the p1 5
protection A ar in a foreign country or at least in &

4o w-agl:f%bse government was not responsible for him
countllr;he voters of the land from which he was ex-
ap St ted . . . the persons who are selected for deporta-
.p.atrlare _;;ouths who in many cases have not yet been
:t]c(l)r?:itied to the franchise—or given any part in the
making of these laws un(I&lSTv.'hmh they are required to



iptionis ers.
anti-conscriptionist mtgg;b gt
rrrﬁlai'\'c.tvrl on the questi

suffer such tremendous penalties.“Tih\y are
potentially at Jeast voted out of [jfe

tlveﬁ_; since
v )y i’]l’.f Inen
e ) e 2Xh.

YOung mep Baucus were badly

urtin's
L e he House on C

ote in the

: ! Rt (ty schould vote

The real bosition could not be put with more plain. 4 .the ,lll)alt‘

mannered  bluntness, Speaking of 1. institution ¢ Militia Bill.

Parliament, Mr. Brennan made 3

& DPowerful byt vain
appeal to the “conscience” of members g

- “You have been
at great pains tg make this g Protectec r‘nsiusi}'y, With
Priority nNumber 1 jp your favour. Ip thig category ang
i i ave forged ang are fr;u'g‘ing the
selected group of your tellow ;"\rlstf'alians
by a law which falls net equally upon aj) but esbecially
upon a few (and We may add whe cannol fight back)
and from whijch you, in the EXercise of your privilage
and power, have mogt carefully exempted Yourselveg.”

Of those ' whg listened tq these Impassioneq words,
it might we] be written as it was of @ race long ago,
that thejp stony hearts were Unmoved, and they continued
exuberant]y in t}’ze despicabla job of enslavine theiy
fellows to g law “from the effecty of which they
Immune,

My, Cameron moved ap amendment .
after ‘that’ be left out With 5 view tq insert
the following words: ‘the bij be Withdrawn and redrafted
to provide that 40y membey of the Cijt;

may he required t

¥ 0 serve anywhere beyong the Jin
Australiy’ » ;

It rémained for Ny W. M. Hughes ¢, €ap the debate
With stinging words of reproach (j the p‘rj;ne'
Minister, ~ v atever may haye been Yeasons, 1,
Hughes diq not jegisiate conscription jy, the R
War; the faet remains he did

iation—"As one

: s had the right of 1‘etahat£lc())1;uy poAle
STy, Hug-he.s} .n-:l}]’_t\- been ex])nsed t()th(;t Y
: p 27 years has De el

0‘f01_ ! ; conscription, let m&r‘s;:c’:],ng bl
e ?Wti(m on the people of 10.50 N
e conb%ln; \ZT.ini-_:tf—:‘u proposes to'tg e
B Prm}ta m people an oppol undEI 0 R
i e i ople opot he
i mysgaif e glzhe conscription 18sue, dae i has’: b
. irg O‘M" ‘-'".l\'u the same 1319_ ge, ‘has been intro-
frime MH'HHM The fact is conscription he has imposed
'OHO(‘;II rfdhi]}}d‘ l'he-: i‘;acks. of the people . . .
duced be 1

that con-
o he people

cription though he promised t the people had been
conscriptic

impos I le had
i » imposed, un he people
scriptlzmé “-oTuil:l ilt(-)ltteléit in the House that t
ftonsulted. e sta

ran-
: ne of "Ehe gua R
itive guarantee and that heb;v?fngosed without their
a4 Positive guare

m-

seription would not ; osed to €O :

- tors that Com.ulpmn, In 1939 he ‘}?fs rggg who for the

being C’””S‘_m.endc'r now he stands as ﬁas introduced con-
pulsory training,

; L
: P v of Aust_!'aha t that the Prim
st tim_e”m I\t(z[lll‘t Eﬁ;{illess also pointed ou
scription. . =

t when
eant tha
interpreted, m rseas
1% ’s speech, properly mt}flplimitatlon b %‘lree con- '
Minister’s spe apratited bethe removed to ena T
circumstanceg n‘; the biil would be ' hecessity.

H g state

el }-lget;ﬁ;t)o, to serve accor

serip ;

Wwere

That aj words
in liay thereof

nits of

; ilitary ne ission
ding to ml a tacit admis i
<~ Minister’s actmg fi"; the last 27 R
regarded the &E:{;ehe had contended 11
that in every

O i - tented
he had been in the wrong (Mr. Forde) con

q: - the Army osition, a strang‘g
: inister for tl -at the Opp r Party had
monwealth the Obportunity = of ing ¢ty J&e C‘qm- ; T&B \.?iﬂlhf(a) Jeglll;n%act that ?he-%:hq;nd Was now
sefore their Sons were foreibly hurrieq off to the %Clhlmlj h1msei0ur in view of Nonoimed prmc{gw:g d. (b) Putt_lfl?
house of Europe, there to lourish the s0i] Witlr(: ?ﬁn-e. be}f“é on its time at which IT had j tion the Prime
blood. py, Calwell declayeq that My, Hugheg Was P rat! ‘;czing to the policy d
against hig OWn wishes tq take g l'eferendum- L feng

> of ac ‘eme
the COU.TSE 0o e the supr

ious plea for ! having £0 ice overseas.

up ?stzl;ecll:;d P““ﬂiﬂ l:‘lv for Mlh?l‘guiel;:; the smoke 7‘
nfilt?lilarity fo Changs  the subject P ua b win theﬂ‘g:;:' i
%‘IE thenf stl’ﬁiﬂ;feﬁciencie? doif\:rl-ilﬁ (Iijéclalare him (Mr. Curtin 5
screen ®History,” he said,

pal‘ty- L

Caucus would not accept hig Proposal, and

dum wyq a4 plan  deyigeq to satisfy the
Mmembers of the caycys
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Eﬂl}il:v;amgeindt”he gl;aagest war-time Prime Minj
8 had —a dubious complime )
-y ' ha Piiment and one w,
il l(iu;grsz 11\; nﬂ: proud of. It shoulg be l‘em@ribh?pe
< b lr. ughes who was the recipient of a ?l-e s
vl al:r haudatmn. Greatest war-leaders are ffhfr)]e-
breaks oft' M:yF?)ie(;g’qto i ]}?gion whenever a new \?gus
2 i 8 BPeech on the bill is decoarn: ;
e - 1e bill 1g deservi
ot equivo;g:t?sgst, Mr.dCo]es passed on the Fadden vﬁ'L?inOf
and trumped up Machiavellian --{rm?

1€ party

ster Ays.

| ) re 4 n i e P
Harrison, and we leaue ft f‘:ltdthsat.ltfcmdb exposed by Mp.,

CHAPTER 11
CONSCRIPTION THE LAwW OF THE ranD

Bu.t Mr HarriSO . £ g
e B n's citations fy

too g%}ilo;s'to leave out (Haﬂzaf‘ilm%/%h/igce”tmy i
preciated “,gémel Minister’s reluctance to act ey -
by John Curtr; quote from a manifgst, Wr‘twm. be ap-
Anti-Conseri t'n’ and entitled Australion luten in 1916
Meeting : Dlp ;)?;n Congress — he OnehDT?adeS Union
the article 1‘:())[1i it]eii;qsome-honourable memligss}'foij_ww"
on the 15th January 1o Tred in the Capfymisr © read
Paragraphs are_gtry last. Some of the mOSi‘Jj i?]i‘grséﬁ?er
; = ng

In the fig i
ght agains ipti
R S0e gamst  conscription of
Wl pu{nf;ilt](t }ﬁpds itself also compeiledligo%r o life, the
il Unit\ajnrj']ght'p]ac% to serve the moverfhtt ) D
¥ at.  Unit, action g erefor o
at affy time ip Australia’s hf%t«?:fﬂme! ot esa:ggé?oghta
the Labour i I 1
) i moveme 0ses, |
itreachery and reaction wj]r]:r”t ks
Your cause, your liberties,

.y means  thy :
Fight then you must fgr cﬂ”ul?ﬁbn,

YOupy life

Th ncees
0se sentences excellently interpret the Labour p,
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j'attitude to conscription. In another part of the article,

the author stated—

On the Wednesday fixed upon, you will be expected to show
that, under strong provocation, . willing a general holiday, you
shall have it in the teeth of a lying press and a recreant Parlia-
ment. Not a cab, bus, tram or train should run, not a ship should
sail, not a shop or factory or hotel or theatre shoild be open;
not a newspaper should come out;
grocer’s cart should be seen in the streets; not a man of the all-
powerful working class should be at work. Will you, as a
unionist, help in the success of this policy? It is a policy for
the protection and preservation of trades unionism, with all that
it implies in better wages and conditions through the gloriotis
gospel and might of organization.

The article proceeded—

Therefore, stand
famous and unconstitutional proelamation intended to wreck your
unionism, lessen your standard of subsistence,
hearth and home, and manacle you and your children. Refuse to
bullied or lied or voted into the slavery of military control,
which your progress—the admiration of a world—will be

be

under
stayed and your life made unendurable.

I quote those extracts for the purpose of illustrating -

the background of the Prime Minister, because I wish to
show the reasons for the introduction of this legislation.
I am not at all satisfied that the introduction of the bill
represens a sincere effort on the part of the right
honourable gentleman. I may, in my later analysis,
come to a conclusion that the House will readily accept;
but I shall first examine some of the resolutions of the
Labour Party on the subject because, the Labour Party
ie. what the members who represent it are. On the 24th
March, 1940, the conference of the New South Wales
branch of the Australian Labour Party agreed to the

following resolution:—

The Labour Party has always been opposed to imperiazlistic
ware, and to-day we demand that every energy .should be utilised
to‘ l:;-in;r about the establishment of peace at the earliest oppor-

tunity.
At that time, the British Empire was fighting for its
existence against Nazi-ism and Fascism, and, as the

Minister for the Army has stated, “everybody knew that

Japan would strike without warning and we were not

01

not a butcher’s, baker’s or-

together in defiant protest against an in-.

terrorize your




Ll

‘making any Provision to Protect ourselveg *
attitude of the Laboup Party is expressed

in thoge Words,
he resolution continued——

We declare that the Austrajian beople have

nothing to paiy
from the continuance of the war, The_mmm_wmr:ni of thjs war,
in the hands of anti-Laboyy Menzies Government in ASSociation
with the anti-Labouy Chamberlain Gmor;rmunr. Means  thyy the
War is being bursued, in the interests of big finance and Monapg,
Itete. 'Con erence is opposeq t0. Austialig Participation N gyer
S€as confiicts The Labour Party UI'!]’.’IOS]‘C.’»[“."I;.‘_‘].\‘ demandg that
o Australian troops he bermitted + I

0 leave Australig

I ask: Can the leoparq change jts SPOTs? I do not think
the Lahoyr Party €an, though When jp a  dangeroyg
bosition, jt Wwould like tq be able, No matta) how it Mmay
Manoeuvre, it cannot pj the many spots upon
its skin. In June, 1940, the Victorian branch of the
Labour barty carpieq the fol]owing resolution:

In view of the Government’s policy that
Conscription o OVerseag Service, the plank
the Defence Act of all claygeg Yelating ¢,
and service stand in abeyan
Again, the Laboyy Pa
Scription in any shape
barty has peep Obposed
Munich agreement
tion (M. Curtin)

there i
for the deletion

Compulsgyy
ce for the duration of the

be ng

from
training
Present wap,

Countenance con-

1ts incepi‘iml. the
: to Conscriptioy,. Even atter the
I 1938, the then Leadey ot Opposi-
declared : 2

s increase of defence ¢ itire
Munieh Pact so fa; aq Australjy is cnncern?pe;g;]{;%; ?}f“];w Lf;
€ an utterly unjustifiahle and hysterjea) biece banic oy, 1-;
ganda—that . what SV in respept of the alarmigs t-t»i jl';:
that have been made, S iiements

rty refused to
or form, From

ay that any

Although the soil of New Guineg has p en o
S0me of the best Australiap bload, t}?e, hﬂ};ﬁfy g th
and Nationa] Service ( My, Warq) 8

2n Nuvember, 1938— {i

It g amusing tq
New Guinea— ¢,

L ?

hear people 52y that wa shylfas
e \Deople T would say tbata?f"??i‘ft_éve 1

hecessary t, defend OUr mandateq t@rritol‘,v they fepeas PeC0ine s
it themselyeg, o T concerned gy g can jy

€ necessity for retaining New ilines i
exploiters have g0t hold of the country,
and some j, search for o) These People
‘Guines in ordey to preserva their owp
B2

Some fp o
Want tg
Commerejg] in

| /| y 1 6
n 1 hi 5 (‘hilrﬂ}_l = iR ) 4 th 5th NQ‘:’ Ember ’
ng 1n S It P : 93

‘Minister also said—

e et O

be prepared to take up arms ag;f“ of any other

*;'I should ntg}. IPMH- ther they be (:re-l;-m](mam not prepared to
e ('01111!)1;." a matter of fact, because do so,

) Tt others to
Qggﬁif;:thtf g ot p1

hackground of members
tations illustrate the bd(}ll{z‘{ilroui;ong anti-con-
'Thqu qg?(.c-m': (Government and the %

iption complex.
e Eolloway: “Hear, hear!” 4

Mr. Eollowa; leral Parliament are an

bour members of the Fe(el‘t any person it

g o yurce of amazement to ressing their
inexhaustible Citteinee gingergly neﬁpar hear,” to
accepts their _VL"‘_[‘_'; Mr. Holloway's ? O,f the Gov-
personal '1'('_}'\‘11?11?2;;3.1-611068 to the membeﬁx and Mr.
Mr. Harrison's ._1 g anti-conscription COEEg ,up of arms
%nrrée’m ﬂ,ji;\?n}agn;nciation of zP\(f? lt:a\:es us completelry
- lashy deny [ any country, leaves 1 in & v
against the ,“")]}i( m]?g(;lit c(;f' their admlnlhtlczgg{g'urrrllents in
confounded in t te They are engaged i?n other workers
R Covoent S vich thaie Beliets, (il
the prosecutmn‘_(} and if they Cherl% rd as a corrupt
in other c01111tl_{e’i’ leave what theY_legSa not a criticism
proper course is OQS to others. Thlsblut of all of them,
and unclean bnusﬂ’lf‘“’-‘ﬂ,le Labour Pal:.ty’ Labour Party is,
of two members -011 guilty men. “Th ea,re words of Mr.
for they are equgloy represent it are, derline even if we
what the merili:h at least we can un '
Harrison’s, w ;

. - conclusions. ; that Mr.
deny his other than merely interesting to note
! ‘ha
It is more 3

r ponds in a
le during the last war corres :
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epared to tell




terrorise your hearth and home and manacle yoy
. your children,? To which we exclaim, “Bravo 1
was it mere rhetoric? My, Curtin’s advice to
general strike, “not a man of the all-pawerfy]

the Curtin of the second world war, Similar things ape
occurring in New Zealand, where the men who fought
militarism . and conscription in the last war aresisne
thusl’astically engaged upon the SOLry business of gaoling
those who are following their instigations.

But what of those members of the party and industria]
leaders who were in accord with, the views of their
leader? Dy they stil] think that conseription is g weapon
designed o wreck the worker's organisations, ang means
the victory of corruption, treachery, ang reaction? [f
80, what are they going to do about it? 7

bers of an earlier day were brepared to
party in twain rather than sell out to the

political cabals who want conscription for
Purpose of destroying trades unionism,

Lebour mem-
stinder the
treacherous
the infamous
It would be to
to-day,
ical power by the Labour
] S , Standards of
subsistence of the masses of the Community, byt actually
has heen used in g disingenuous
manner against them, as wae have pointed out jp the
appendix to thig book.* Political i

2 shadow unlegg Wage earners hay

€conomic power has been takep from them by the 1. :
Party led by My. John Curtin, ¥ e/ Labour

Purchasing bower hag steadily beep diluted by the
taxation instrument, deleteriously affecting the wages of
members of the Labour movement dnd thejy standards
of living more than of any otheyp classes ip ;
munity., The Curtin Government ha
liberately legislated in 4 way that
gratification to the -A.P. since they have Witnesse the
Implementation of their pProgramme without the odium
of ‘actually doing the Jjob. The long continueq efforts

#See Appendix 3 (Page 111) 4
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: Working
class should be at work,” would receive short shrift from

i forces i leral Parliament to bring
s .P. forces in the Fed : _ ; ,
b 1 U'é“rn'—‘r:: within the ambltlof Jncam'e t&?}t?itllicfzn
. Wagethz'r--'.i.c no citizenship without 1'Ebp01€éimey:
' 8 .alieg:;;ghm heen  successful through the }?ﬁ”%e,tln};een tge
-L.]‘E‘:‘i'satt .c'onmina-!irm. who unquestmn{lb]iy i av Thie si

leaders of reaction within the Labour Party.

3 rinity has done its
| g ir : r Party’s
f}?;t}::m of legislation they desire, tq'theifig{;u s );f
work ;n the Federal sphere. _A sch{srf}d b
iv'lmir over the conseription issue woul Pl et
fec:"f)lgie t(; the equivocal position in which i

'th.e labour movement.

dirty work, and the al}tl-}cab(%u;
% i recedents fo
Parliament can now point to prece

Dr. Evatt's speech seemed to lend some plausibility
l‘- 4 4

S5 e
to Mr. Harrison’s suspicions N}(ha% 11325 iﬁgﬁégm;m;ﬁ-
S i supporting Mr. Co 4 :
bellite apé)\:grigﬁ? tkilemg}overnor-General to 13100435}“;]_ “h:g
Tt eml;e essential for the e e Am: 1-? ta};row
areasthwe(‘m-‘ernment could, in refusing to ag‘gfvp It.:ake i
tgatbilleu;der the table and make the Opposition

e

ivi : 'y the measure of
sibility not giving the country
]‘ESPOI?-}'I?HIH cg;fnmensm'ate with present need:s. (}?I) .1-1-1'521;1.
Hvatt 1?(? he couldn’t understand why Mi._ a e
Eh\-'ath i?)lndemn the bill as inadequate and incomp
=noulc 3 . .
: 1 W
and yet support it. : :
| an we believe that the quondam ngih (C]iom;:
1 o Sr(li?te and accomplished llawyer, ;1:3(1 ;Srena()ty .
e rewd politician, is so naive iy
shrewd politi S -
seaspnedh atn?qa:f}ilng got their toe into the lopeg dggiltioln
redie sy matter for the Leader of glg fm;olitjcal
o d i amf'!(‘?ikous public demanded another lng of 1
whe}}: aé:gl:gé became P.M. to push it wide ajar!
hash, a

’ he reason why an

; he couldn t see t_ k e

T(()l cgilii?gtionist gave hll_s fbles_;snggo‘cg] L?C}Ilmgﬁic:ggsgher

avowe ith hi litical beliefs, is L
. o Imost make us be

harmony Y':“ je, Dr. Evatt! You alm : o
0 swalloﬂ_-f g]l:’ Opposition” tropoisil e flat_ltgnahsatw

3 thatn]lcs the Labour Party would oppose it. . :

of 40 m, on the other hand, with his u_?pan
§ auighuns, declared that the Oppositio
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showed great wisdom in not opposing the hijl “becausge
everything will fall into its lap?. In r’(m’rradistinction_
‘to the obtuseness of My, Menzies, Maurice Blackburn
claimed that the Bill was designedly drafted to make' the
boundaries of Military coercion ridiculous., 1 quote hig
comment :

“It has been pointed out that under the Present plan
of the Government, men may be sent to Dutch South
Borneo, but not to Dutch North Boreno or British
North Borneo. There is a more ridiculous conse-
auence. They may he sent under compulsion tg
Dutech West Borneo yet not to Pontianak, the capital
of it. Their commander may be tolg that he must
not take them to the principal towns and the:
principal port. They may be sent to the south
of the Celebes, but they cannot pe sent  to
the north, although in the north there are the
second, third, fourth and fifth principal ports.
When we come to the island of Halmaheira, or
Jilolo, we find that only in g tiny part of the south
tan men be compelled to Serve.  Obviously, when
men reach the Equator, the Government wiJl fulfil
the mandate given to it by the party. Therefore
this is only a breliminary step towards that end.
The Prime Minister can bind all the members of the
party to observe that authoriy,.”

Dr. Evatt took the bit between his teeth and pro-
tested against the assumption that amendments hg been
moved to enveigle the Opposition inte 4 position. where
the bill could be dropped, and staunchly maintained the
sincerity of the movers in desiring conscription on g
wider, and unrestricted front. Now heye this lega] lumin-
ary was on surer ground. Of course they wanteq con-
seription, and were prepared to accept it ip gradually
expanding quantities. He proved a splendid henchmay to
the Prime Minister, and with all the forensic Subtlety n¢
his command made oyt more than a respectable case for
the measure. He theorised that such were the limitatjong
of available man-power in Australia, and Australig i el f
and approaches were threatened, that g definite gmp;

d to be get beyond which it would be unwige to
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ustralian soldiers, presumably the conscriptm units, but
at point was not made clear. :

: Mr. Calwell in a public meeting in the Fitzroy '_[}‘lgu;ln
Hall had bicwn this piece of special pleading s]«;yt lgt,
and amply demonstrated b,y: the figures of der}ls‘menf
that the very shortage of man-power. for de e}_lcgog
Australia was NOT AN argument FOR conscription,

» but AGAINST it, in order that sufficient armed forces

be kept within the country. :
Now stepped into the field the one man in the Federal

V'Pan‘immmlt who honoured his pledge to vote against any

isiati i i J "ipti ithout consulta-
legisiative introduction of conseription, wit : :
t(iei'l with the people by referendu.m—l\{lr. MaurlcedBialtg;
burn. His speech covere(} such 11:np01ta1_1t tg}:gU;l o his:
in view of the nature of his remarks'and md ril Iité?lectual
distinguished personality and, moral an in

-leadership of the people, it is worthy of special note by

2 . Having indicated the steps lea‘dmg to the in-
{?gdlu?:%ﬁ)eri of the Bgill, he cited the magazine Foréune a?
having defined the area undc.e‘r the command of h'emg‘?l
MacArthur. He proceeded:_ It Is chvious f;_hat }V_[}S' tlr
does not exhaust the authority given the P}lqlte_ il‘m’fhet
by the Australian Labour Party. The limi _s.% a

uthority are significant, because the Prime Minis er can

i on the members of that party to support a
sl oing beyond the limits set by the present Bill
medsunz fding to the limits of the South West.Pac,llﬁc

adﬂ-(;ae};lc?wever that may be defined from time to time.

i achinations and the wily s}rtiﬁces in
Ex?t(;img:)fﬂéien}%ﬂl, he scouted the contention of Mr.

ik thgt the provisions of the Bill would not allpw
Menm'? en Forces to serve in any island throug_h which
b lgtor ran; he bluntly averred “it was the mtentg.on.
b Eq%ill that such a ridiculous consequence shall arise,
< :i:hfhat when it does a further response will be made to
an e

BT, Chvtir had deliberstilithan the Bill drafted
i I'f ma:nner in order that he may use it as a Ievgi: .
e ontrol over the lives of Australians to dispose ]
to gef \cvilled or as Washington deter_mmed, for that is ;
o heltimate’ authority which Australia now obeys, the
the U o ;

o




~machiavellian devilishness of the move to make sali
& conscript country is worse than even we sﬁ;lsgé?]:f
‘ 3& Blackburn expressed it as his econviction that tei‘f
¢ Mmr_nent would soon exhaust the whole of .the mancmte
given it by the party and would proceed beyong the
boundaries now fixed: “The Bill makes it impossible te
realgt a further extension to the whole of the Souﬁa W -(‘z
acific Area, and such an extension will rendep it i(;;-

fight, and for purposes totally unconnected with defence;
it may be indeed for purposes liable to drag the country
nto embroilments and complications of a political and
“military character leading to our own undoing.

: ‘Mr. Blackburn attempted in Committee to get an
amendment through that the bill should not become law

. lished already, that once the principle of Conscript'jﬁﬂ

Possible to resist a further one to include the whole of

the ‘Indo—Pa’a.ciﬁc area. Machievelli advised Caesar Borgia
In attempting to make himself master of Italy, to také

it city by city as a man eats an artichoke, jeaf by leaf"

- - . When the Bill has been passed the ]qsf i
th § €N pass e last real basig ;
;he Op_pomtlon to conscription for OVerseags x:-r\-'icek‘ti?lll
B:;v]‘i C}lllsappeared. 1 regard this as the last chance we
cozécrnft‘i’gntf?)rdifend theIAustr-aIian tradition against

L overseas. It is rely an strali
ey ainrltlsh e S not merely an Aysty alian,
r. Blackburn then proceeded i
e t to point out th iss
E‘ggtlgélm?ftween tak_lng up arms for the defe;n':e m‘eogé?s
piiggn ryland‘ £oing into forejgn countries to take the
volunteez?;(.}tg?‘i Wwith whom one has to quarre]. “If g man
he is told, but agr}ll;naxlzi?geﬁgvglsuithb? %repared Sl
ouL ¢ at 1t is wrong (o f

25?;:;2:131]1&% Or against natives, shouId] 0:115‘5 L(F}whglr*};t
the on] b9 s0- That is my view, and evep £ 1 var
- yo .Jectl,?n I had to €onscription I ghoy) i
i gs. sufficient, .-« I believe that the dS o
;ison ;:mgb}preached M connection wity this jgctrme d
n_a‘ﬁ(:‘ura € members is gag totalitarian A S
ns to which we are o0pposed e of the
Russga. I am one of those who value

ment, it was true enough for My, Blackburn

Service outside Australia is g

ery ! cknowledge
limit set to the area in which men maygbccie’ gg&?"
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before being submitted to a referendum, hut it was de-

feated on the voices. Members of the Labour Party.
were as determined as the Opposition that the public

= should have no opportunity of deciding this tremendous

issue affecting the life and future of the men and women
of Australia.

The Melbourne Argus for 23rd Nov., 1942, published
a letter of Mr. Blackburn’s in which he set out suecinetly
the “Ethics of Compulsion.” It is an important con-
tribution to this vexed question, and I quote it in full :—

Sir: It seems that some cannot see any difference in
principle between compulsion to serve in Australia and com-
pulsion to serve out of Australia. I dislike any form of
military compulsion, but, providing that conscientious objec-
tions are vespected, I ean accept the organisation by com-
pulsion of citizens to resist and to rebel an invader. Nothing
can give anyone a right to come armed into Australia, and
anyone so coming is an unmistakable aggressor. Here is a
natural obligation to resist him, and the legal obligation
‘reinforces the natural obligation. But there is no natural
obligation, obvious to all, to enter another man’s country in
arms, even though his nation is the first aggressor. There
should be no such legal obligation. But the conscript, like
the volunteer, must obey his orders. He may be used against
people against whom mneither he nor his peogle have any
conceivable ground of quarrel. He may be required, and this
is especially true of the Indo-Pacific regions, to make war
upon subject peoples who have mno wish, and perhaps no
veason, to become embroiled in the quarrels of alien nations.
This distinction has overpowering reality for me. The man
who thinks it unreal may himself volunteer or urge others
But I deny his right to coerce his fellow for

lunteer.
bderss 4 veal. — MAURICE BLACKBURN

whom this distinction is
(Melbourne).
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Lok CHAPTER 12

THE LABOUR PARTY FLOUTS ITs OWN RULES

Strange indeed are the ways of labour these times,
In March, 1943, Mr. J. T. Lang was expelled from the
Labour Party by 21 votes to 8. It was alleged he wag
the cause of disruption in the party by his criticism of
Labour Governments. So it can happen here after all.
It should be remembered that this act of despotism
coincided with Mr. Lang’s brilliant and sustained defence
of the anti-conscription plank of the platform. He had
Justly been eritical also of the Chifflev raid on small
income earners, and various other steps by which a
peoples’ party was passing through the metamorphosis
- to become a tyranny,

It is painful to record that M. H. E. Boote, some-
time great Editor of the Australian Worker, should join
in the chorus of castigation and stigmatise My, Lang as
a “lone wolf” (a term, by the way, which Mr. Curtin
used of his former friend and defending solicitor, Mr.
Blackburn, to denote that he did not run now with the
cankered Labour Party)), having an “incurable cussed-
ness,” some ‘“‘innate perversity” which prevented him
co-operating. Mr. Boote thinks he has a “positive genius
“and passion for disruption.” But he himself cpposed
the Curtin Militia Bill. Was that cussedness? Who are
the real disruptionists but those who within the party,
slyly and insidiously white-ant its policy, and break down
the standards long and laboriously erected through many
decades of service and militant agitation. The difference
18 that Mr. Boote did not carry his very real detestation
of conseription to the lengths that Mr. Lang was Prepared
to go, but continues to extol the party with fulsome
rhetoric, although he is aware, if any man is, that the
Labour Party has sunk to the lowest level it hag ever

L “Lone wolf” is applied to reproach one who refuseg
to line up with expediency. In the case of Lang ang
Blackburn it signalises a determination not tg follow
the ignoble paths upon which Labour has now embarked
Both Mr. Lang and Mr. Blackburn found themselyeg
outside the party not for sins against the code, but for
loyalty to its principles,
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Dr. Nicholas Murray Butler’'s warning to the Anieri-

;‘i’,ﬂns 20 years ago is apposite to the Australian situation.
8 %The unfortunate fact relative to thet}e unseen and per-
. sistent underminings of the democratlc prmclp!e_ls that
Sthey go forward so ial’gely_\mthout any cognisance on
& the part of the general public.

If this condition is per-

B iticd to continue the day will come when American

public opinion (and Australian) will awake to find th'at
its form of Government has been chang{_ad, that its
democracy has heen destroyed and yet that its constitu-
tion has not been amended.” : _t e
stead of the Executive using its power ¢
laboullr'htlfepresentatives to hqnppr the platfo_rm, ltd sets
up a sort of inverted il?qulSlthl’l to penalise anL ex-
communicate these who wish to (_ieffand. the true _docu'me.
Not only did it EXPEL con_sc-r11_3t10n1§ts one time, bmﬁﬁ
celebrated it with the following insertions in the Rules

" the Party:— iy
i thla’agemi%g of the A.L.P. 1939 Constitution and Platform

reads:
lE‘?}\ai(}’ELI_,ED CONSCRIPTIONST LABOUR MEMBERS
Resolution of 1919 interstate A.L.P. Conference:
“That any member of Parhamen‘g or COHSCI‘.IpthI’IISt‘
candidate expelled for advocat;ng overseas. con-
scription shall not at any time, or under atn_x
pretext, be readmitted to the Labour M(})’\;emezg?o.
Strong words: “Not under any pretext”! NOT
T 1
& m;)ymf;;g;s as this was of the ex post facto order, Mr.
‘tin escaped the guillotine. But the resolution cannot
S ther than that those who have backed the Curtin
- rJent of the Defence Act should not be endorsed
1 bgilr candidates, for “‘under no Eretext shallLthey-
o ‘a dmitted to the labour movement.” But Mr. Lang,
2 1e51 manded the enforcement of this item in the Rules
Who : oned as a “lone wolf,” while the men vyho ought
i lampeo under the interdict function as the Hitlers and
ta HE rings of the Party with entire approval.
the Lger age 30 an amendment of the Commonwea‘lth,
Cons(t)ilt]utlijan is suggested “to ensg]l:g thagep‘?icﬁlt’lstrahan
citizen can be conscripted 1%21 military

m
amend

o~

-

¥



65 an amendment of the Defence Act is
to secure the deletion of all clauses relating
alsory training and service.

Vo raising of forces for service outside the Com-
th or participation or promise of participation
future overseas war, ewcepi by decision of the

”

The wviolation of all these rules demonstrates how
ar labour has moved to the right and become a mili-
Meﬂad oligarchy. The lethargy of the masses has pro-
ﬁ!ﬁed the golden opportunity for the power-crazed dic-
- tators within the movement. They have not been slow

~ to seize it and use it to their own advantage. PBlackburn
and Lang, both expelled by edict, not by trial and
examination, not fthrough any infraction of labour’s

policy, but because they dared to affront thie centralised
- absolutism, which has enthroned itself in the Party.
The flanking movement of the Communists within the
_Pa_rty is having its measure of success, for we suspect
it is this secretive, plotting, amoral, and well crganised
cabal, which is poisoning the veins of labour. :

These homicidal fanatics do not place any value on
the life of the common man. They regard him as the
raw material of revolution. For example, if Menzies or
Curtin reduced wages 25% it would be an execrable piece
of .despotism, but Stalin can do it and it becomes a virtue.
'Ijhls shows how precious little the doctrinaire and theory-
nflden communists are concerned with human values.
Dissent from Stalin is not a difference of opinion. but
heresy, disruption, wickedness, sabotage, counter-revolu-

tion. Russia is a conscript country, and that is sufficient
to recommend conscription to the communists. They are
not concerned about the Australian situation. Give any-

thing a label, “Made in the U.S.8.R.” and it is acceptable

Fascism, as it has truly been pointed ras
founded on the policy that the oppositié)n must l?: té-ag‘;ss :
at all costs; and if anyone can see a distinction between
th:e methods employed in totalitarian countries to silence

f cmtlcii?m, and the actions of those who were respgngibje
for stifling the voice of the leaders of anti-conscription

; in two States, they must be blessed with unique perce
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ns not enjoved by the common intelligence. Carrying
fascistic revengefulness almost to full length in true
talitarian style, the Ghengis Khans of labour pro-
ceeded to declave the Century black, threaten with ex-
yulsion any member who dared to earn his living by
writing for it, and directors on the paper were given 14
ays to resign. One more step should he taken; any
" member of the Labour Party caught or suspected of
reading the Century should be warned that they will be
sumimarily dealt with. But that would deplete the party
in N.5W. of its memhership and strengthen Lang’s
party, for who does not read the Century in that State?

Senator Keane furnishes us with another beautiful
example of the streamlined agility, and the suppleness of
mental acrobatics the passage of time makes possible.

In 1939 Mr. Curtin demanded that Mr. Menzies reaffirm

the pledge given by the late Mr. Lyons that “a policy 3
of conscription WILL. NEVER be put into force. An -
emphatic declaration on that point will go a long way
towards making a National effort truly national.”
Senator Keane hurried to the verbal war with a
statement of how little anyone could trust a politi-
cian who did not wear labour epaulets. “Labour
could not rely on a statement of the Prime Minister
‘that Australian troops would not be compelled to fight
on foreign battlefields.” And shuddering at the horrify-
ing prospect, “Many people accuse Hitler of tearing
up agreements, but Mr. Chamberlain is not setting the
best of examples 1n 1n_t1'0duclng conscription at the re-
quest of France. It might not bhe too much to suppose
that Mr. Menzies would accede to a similar request to
enforce conscription on Australia at the behest of
England, France, Russia, or EVEN Turkey” (The Age,
28/4/39).

Qenator Keane's fertility of invention in 1945 now
tgkes this shape: “The Militia proposal was _not a con-
scription issue, and he supported Mr. Curtin 100 per
cent the Mmlsi:‘el_' for Customs (Senator Keane) said
: . The Minister, who was one of the five who
voted against Mr. Calwell’s motion at the meeting of the
vietorian Central Executwem;ejecting the Prime Mini




Curtin was asking the
; an adequate defence for Australia.”

.~ Examining the Awstralian Worker, one could not but
tice that Henry E. Boote conducted the protest thig
" fime in a more gentlemanly fashion. The scorching
pen had cooled, the fire had gone out of it Where were
~ those trenchant words that bit and stung —that scoriated
‘the foe and slashed with infuriated venom at the monster
of conscription wherever it showed its ugly head? What
had happened to the once virile spirit of the Labour
Movement? Had mere political ambiticn daiped its moral

- foree? So it would appear.

I" believe I have shown that there was 00 military
necessity compelling conscription. Tt had politi motives,
It was not a demand IN THE LABOUR MOVEMENT. But
for the Curtin influence in the caucus it would have been
as much as anyone’s political life was worth to suggest
it. All the evidence goes to show that it was Curtin’s
Way of saving Fremantle. And despite the disclaimers
of Ministers, it is legitimate to infer that some at least
were acquainted with the intended move, It seems in-
credible that Dr. Evatt and Mr. Chifley were kept in the
dark. And are we to believe that the responsible
Minister for the Army, Mr. Forde, was not awas e of the
p.roposal his leader was about to make for the reorganisa-
tm_n '6f the army? It is too much to believe that the Prime
Minister did not consult with his colleague of the changes

- anticipated in the control and administration of his de-
partment,

.

. ®
That is why we have denounced the amendment of the
Defence Act 1943 as a conspiracy.

‘Conscription for‘ overseas  service was introduced
on the eve of the Prime Minister publicly declaring that
;\ustril}llat u.::tis safelfrom invasion. We conclude, theye-
ore, that it was less required for military exigenci s
than before, : d i

The one influence likely to deter the Federal Parlia-

~ ment from further encroachments on human freedom is

- Bhow no more. But in his life he towered high above hig

fellows, and perjured not his soul for the pett ambitions
of an evanescent day. % ; ; qi B

5 ; B L4

party to

APPENDICES. 3 VO
Appendix |
The A.C.C. and The Federal Elections, 1943 4

The 1943 Federal elections it was anticipated, would provide
he opportunity to awaken the electorates to the menace of the
amended Defence Act, and to expose the base violation of the trust
the people had veposed in their elected representatives. The ACC
did not put up eandidates, but several members of the organisation
nominated for seats and had its imprimatur, Mr. Blackburn, not
now being a member of the Labor Party, nominated for Bourke,
pledging himself to the Labor Party's C_onstltutlor} and Platform.
“My exclusion,” he said, “has not changed my beliefs nor affected
mj actions.”

~ Mr. K. J. Kenafick, M.A, Dip.Ed, a member of the Labor
Teachers’ Unicen, and Vice-President of the High School 'Brl'anch in
the Victorian Teachers’ Union, stood for Maribyrnong against Mr.
Arthur Drakeford, Minister for Civil Aviation.

Mr. W. J. C. Banks, B.A., contested the Bendigo seat against
Myr. Rankin, U.A.P. as independent no-consc_ription. candldq.te. Mr.
Banks is a resident of the electorate, hizs family havmg been
pioneers in the Charlton district where he has been farming for
several years. Although not a member of the Labﬂ'r Party, he. -+
nominated with the object of defending the no-conseription plank
of the Labor Party’s platform whether on the industrial or the
military field. “The schoolboy of to-day will be the conseript of
to-morrow.”

Both Mr. Kenafick and Mr. Banks were contesting elections for
the first time, and although neophytes, put up a splendid case
against Labor’s recreancy, as a scrutiny of their mamfesto_s amply
testifies. It is disquieting to have to record the adversity they
encountered on this issue, so vital to the welfare of the masses.
It was expected that many thousands of voters would sustain a
hatred of militarism to the extent of welcoming the advent of these
e ined opponents of Prime Minister Curtin, but we had- not
‘-letliu?ed on the effect of the war on the public conscience. Mr.
}fgn;);ick obtained 1254 votes, and Mr. Banks 1292,

.. Blackburn’s case was a peculiar one in the worst sense.

IMJII;E alc’?72 over the endorsed Labor candidate, Mr. Brysgn,

e eas defeated by the distribution of the preferences of Mr. Smith
3}1}0; voting eard placed Mr. Bryson second.

such was the hatred of Blackburn and his views, that even

ry political technique was discarded. . Party hostility

the °"‘°§§'ff§§1¥n pAustl'alian politics that it is usual for one pa

15750 sange preferences so that they will not favour the opp.

to aFELE . Sn this instance the E.A.P. gave its second prefere
part¥ Hcial labor candidate ahd -placed Blackburn last

t0 Jthe ticket. It resulted in his defeat. In the Henty e

t;l;gdid not stand a candidate, hsut supported Mr. Coles
10 J
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-« debt it could not repay, Blackburn was rewarded by

‘lr;lped to put the Labor Party on the Government benches

Y and keep
‘it there. But in Bourke, and against z man to whom [

.abor owed g
some of the

most seurrilous innuendoes ever used by a politica] party to win

-an election.

“Blackburn does not share in the glory of labor achievements,
‘Do not be misled by anti-laborites and by those whg have heep
expelled from the Lahor Party for treachery to m ity decisiong, ™
Such was the caption on Mr. Bryson’s leafiets.

The official labor Propaganda was all the more odious because
aimed against a man who, in the sight of his pelitica] Opponents,
‘always fought a clean battle. No one could have been legg doserving
- of the foul insinuations of traitorous conduct.

. The enmity of the U A.P. is still somewhat inexplicable. This
party must at least have recognised in him a man o nonour, but
this did not weigh in his favour since Mr. Curtin had surrendered
* to it most of what it had fought for years to obtain. Ag My, Fadden

said on the Defence Act amendment “he supported it because it
‘represented an instalment of the opposition policy.”

Mr. Blackburn’s defeat by the U.A.P. preferences is a signal
instance of its hatred of anyone who sincerely demands the imple-
mentation of Labor's platform. The fact that it was more favourably
‘disposed to the official Labor candidate shows that he was not to
be regavded as the real politica] sacmy of the U AP. . A similar
- state of affairs existed in the Reid electorate, N.S. W where Mr,

J. T. Lang contested the seat as an anti-conseriptionist against
Mr. Morgan, the sitting official lahoy candidate, My, Lang took
the lead on the first count but was defeateq by the distribution
of the preferences of the U.A.P. candidate. Official labor gives
the U.A.P. what it wants. Mr Lang demands the carrying out of
the Lahor platform.

Mr. Blackburn’s reactions to Mr. Curtin were

nature. He felt that he Was a menace to the inteprity of the Lahop

J & was sapping the
L this opposition had good ground was
‘evident by the remarks of My, Calwell when My, Curtin complained

that he had bgen attacked by him inside and outside Parliament,
Mr. Calwell gid not deny this, byt contended such attacks were
necessary because of the Government’s refusal to carry out the
policy of the Party. “Why, in caucus,” said My Calwell, “we had

to line you up against a wall on the question of payin 80l np
pensioners 25/- per week, and th H paying d age

ctacle of a genuine servant
rap heap by methods which
machine-politics, and the
in the public life of the

reveal the unserupulous operations of

alarming disvegard of personal integrity
country.

It i§ not Surprising, therefore, in the light of th
depravation of the Labor Party, that Messrs, Kenafick and Bankg
both lost their deposits, The S vty Orimes Against Labor” gia.
tributed by My, Kenafick, deserving to ranik high as an impressive
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iece of pamphleteering, and pointing out that for the most part
t]:Zc Curtin G[o‘.‘ez‘nmeut was pro-U.A.P.; and Mr'_. Bankg’ satirical
broadcas the form of campaign he‘was adoptmg_owmg to the
difficulty of meeting electors, were 1ndubitable_ev1dence of the
intellectual calibre of these two candidates, and given bette}' oppor-
tunity of making contacts, which were deplorably lacking, the
resulting figures would have been different. The war psychosis
and the Prime Minister's announcement _only'a few months before
that “Australia had been saved from invagion,” gave the Labor
Party zn extraordinary fillip, and enabled it to sweep the polls
all over Australia,

n

Mr, Kenafick protested against the many acts of .betrz_tyal.of
Labor policy—such as: the taxation of lower mc_ome.s in VIOIag{on_
of election pledges: the use of troops to lzgreak strikes; thedrepu 1.1&
tion of preference to unionists; empowering M-essrs. -Thec} (ge tan

Packer with dictatorial power over thp workers; the use of Ges apg
methods of raiding civilians; the disregard of the opn;:m_ns. atrl;

wishes of unions when issuing regulations affecting wo;‘ ms,f hie‘
persecution of conscientious objectors—these were but a few o 5.
accusations against the Curtin Government,

i Ir y i ient cémpaign in
> lie and Mpr. James organised an ?ﬂ‘zclen ]
I\.Iarif}:rngxf; for Mr. Kenafick’s no-conscription policy, but Mr.
Banks was not so well served in this respect, and practically the
whole of the fight was upon his shoulders in the Bendigo electorate.
Mr. Banks’ manifesto pointed out that in the war of 1914-18—
My t‘-gr;-ri)r was organiser of the anti-conscription campaign. : :
By, Menzies decided family ties were more important and dechne{i
to enlist. :
My d ot married. ;
:‘E{If}'li:dngi, gwant your sons and your husbands and your brothers:
s d fight for them!” ;
gt anA]lihree are men who praise fighting but d’o. not fight.
All three are men who praise the ngie‘itary virtues, but
shun them like a contagious disease.

: 's to the no-conscription candidates is

If the‘attlﬁut;lgeoi;_eegtf_;“ ltfhey have for political rectitude and
gymptomatl; I?bertv the future may hold in store some unpleasant
the value Olflthe li;eoples' representatives are to be permitted to
SYTPIIOL L - ledges with the endorsement of the electors—for that
ignore theix pseme the elections amounted to—we hereafter cannot
is what 1 esdishonesty or subterfuge. The sum total of the lessons
abject to al;}\;nces made clear was: that the Labor Party is only

G e o s S e is NOT sucking the plums of
4 ﬁghtmpgﬂrgig{ﬁ?;{sa?ts legislative record shows it has implemented

itical : Nay it had striven against in
political P2 onents a programme i
for ité %qlsltg:?cl I;)aft!tjzle. Its abdication as a workersf pa_rtyhha.}a _liet:g
Pt ast ]{mmiliating- in Australian history. gor}longm%?l:tatrzhe:;;lak
the 10 in Government in the infamous 30's was
of the Sf.‘,‘.g&'llgmains of the principles the Labor Party stood for-
g :he Curtin Government took office.
before 107




~ Appendix I The Referendum, 1944

The A.C.C. after fully discussing the referendum proposals of

e Government officially decided to oppose them. There were two

‘main grounds of objection to the granting of additional constitutional
powers:

1. The powers already. embodied on the Constitution weye

adequate for post-war reconstruction.

2. The additional powers asked for had all the potentialities of

tyrannies which the A.C.C. had been organised to resist,
e.g., industrial conscription after the war, the creation of
a fresh army of bureaucrats and further restrictions upeon
individual freedom. Although primarily the A.C.C. wasg
brought inte heing to defeat compulsory military service,
it was secondarily concerned to prevent economic conseription
being carried over into a peace economy.,

In respect to the first, the Government had all the constitutional
Powers over the money resources of the Commonwealth to enable it
to proceed with post-war rehabilitation. It was the sole borrowing
power, it controlled Customs and Excise, it had introduced uniform
income taxation and excluded the States from that field. Therefore
it could to the extent that the public desired or permitted, raise all
the revenue requisite to deal with the problems set out by the
Government as requiring further constitutional powers. Section 96
of the constitution reads: “The Parliament may grant finaneial
assistance to any state on such terms and conditions as the Parlia-
ment thinks fit,”

In every State there exists the organisation and equipment for
development, they only wait upon the treasurer to set the machinery
in motion. Victoria affords as good an example as any of the ability
to give the people the services they require. The Country Roads
Board, the State Rivers and Water Supply Commission. the Metro,
Board of Works, the State Electricity Commission, the Housing
Commission—these bodies are staffed by technicians, engineers,
scientists, experts of one sort and another, trained and efficient per-
sonnel, and only await release from the restrictions the war economy
places upon them, to brovide all the services the public requires
and to put men into jobs. The referendum conception of centralising
these functions at Canberra or of establishing over-riding authorities
whose sanction would be required hefore they could work, appeared
to the A.C.C. as a move ministering to the gratification of bureau-
crats, rather than contributing to social welfare,

here is in fact no conceivable objection the States eould raise
to improving their rural and secondary industries, putting social
services on a less impoverished footing, building homes and public
buildings and schools as required, setting to work upon re-afforesta-
tion, water conservation, sewerage and other multitudinous works
which wait upon the necessary finance., This power, which can be a
liberating or restricting and hampering power, already resides in
the Constitution. The State Instrumentalities are well equipped to
do all these necessary works, and it did not seem to the A.C.C. to.
serve any legitimate purpose to give the Commonwealth control
over employment beyond that which is inherent in the control of the
public puorge,
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Dy. Lloyd Ross’s claim that “bureaucrats, and ,p]anning will be
ntial to full time employment in post war yvears,” may l;_-e_treated
h the contempt it deserves, although we are not thvmus or
apprehensive of the fact that bureaucratic des:pofilsm is. t}}e mood
the times. Dr. Ross is evidently of the d_octrlnalr_e socialist type
vhich rejoices in planning other people’s hve_s. Nicely settledlm
advisory-research job at Canberra, he evidently regards with
isvelish any abandonment of bureaueratic ‘centrols. :

Some of vs remember how' Dr. Ross agitated against the entry

B%0f Count Von Luckner into the Commonwealth because he held

political opinions not satisfactory to Dr. Ross. His behaviour then
as an embryo-dictator was sufficient to show how he would act when

& fully matured. Proceeding on the lines on which he urged the

authorities to exclude Von Luckner from Apstraha, we should  find
good justification for extinguishing the voice of Dr. Ross. Why
should he have the right to advocate bureaucrae_y when I am against
it? There is a noticeable absence of that rational artieculation one
might have been led to expect from the academic degr:’:es which
i S name. .
adm’?‘hlz’ﬁpoweﬂ's asked for would have opened up wonderful pqs?:ﬁ
bilities of advancement in the hierarchy of bureaucrac,‘,r‘. Qne'mlf t
commence as a very lowly servant to become an obf.scuae VICB.I,‘t en,
advance to the dignity of a bishop and so on to ultlmate“powfn. 2
It was preposterous to assert that the-referendum “guarantee
f giving security of employment to all and
the only sure method of giving v R 2
adequate standards for the rural populatron,_ or ‘“‘without fi
powers Australia would not be saved frem economic depression an
i p unemployment.”
wme'i‘[])q]:agace ofprehabilitation now or after tl]e war can bhe set
by the Government with the liberal exercise of its finaneial power.
There need be no lack of work for anyone after the war if the
Federal Government has the courage to bring the financial system
into line with the productive powers of the Cqmmonwealtl}. Dr.
Evatt admitted (Hansard 11-2-44) that Australia as a nation can
take the steps necessary to eliminate unemp]oymept by grants to the
t t Under the system of uniform taxation it aiready provides
he E‘S!‘jtlaa.te.v, with finance and can increase the grants to any”amount
the leases. “It can practically dictate terms to the States. S
e ea:s E‘vati himself provided the best argiment for voting _No.
Dy if he were not outdone by Senator Cameron,. who said at
T 1155' eeting in Melbourne: “If I were in opposition and the
- flc)e];snlgunn: powers were asked for by Mr. Menzies and his party,
e ”
I s r;;;gg:g ]g:;?llt that the proposals smacked of the unsavoury
Thi‘ economi¢ conscription despite the denials of the MI‘I“IIStEI'S,.
odgar L. A.C.C. into blitzkrieg warfare against th(‘em._ The “assur-
led the iven by Ministers that industrial conseription would end
ances hgwar following upon the complete disregard of “assurances
vtk ect to 'mi!ita.ry conscription, were not such as the p_ublm could
in 1-espeon which had any memory of the earlier betrayal.
rely B0 eall industrial conscription a “bogey” as did Dr. Evatt— :
i ument that the Labor Movement wanted to impose mdustnal.-, .
“iam e"11‘%‘.1'0!1 was a bogey”—hardly fitted in with the more candi_&_ 9
consc!‘nlée of the learned doctor at the School of Political Smiam
‘gﬁapeople would have to forfeit their right to change the@
éﬁployment-" — : .
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~ Mp J. T. Lang 1Ightly described the referendum as a “plan
‘to place Australia under that system of govermment known as
totalitarianism. It is sometimes described as fascism and sometimes
called communism.”

The referendum involved a highly centralised form of Govern-
ment which, in the hands of benevolently disposed and liberal-minded
‘statesmen, or administered by Cherubim, might turn out for the good
of a people which either does not know its own mind, or is too

- apathetic to care, but as the powers would be manipulated by fallible
‘human beings, not excessively intelligent nor yet developed morally,
the citizens of this Commonwealth wisely thought it the part of
discretion not to empower their representatives with weapons they
did not know how to use.

If the history of the fight against the imposition of conscription
is any indication of the value of “assurances,” the instinet of the
people on this occasion unquestionably guided them aright.

. Mr. Dedman, who held up Mr. Curtin’s hands at the Vietorian
Executive meeting, who, with other labor candidates was resolutely
hostile to conscription up to the date of Mr. Curtin’s abandonment
of the Labor policy, during the referendum displayed a fervid
indignation at the suggestion that the Labor Party contemplated
industrial conscription under the referendum powers. “He hated
industrial conscription so much that if it were introduced after the
war he would walk out of the Cabinet, and severa! other ministers
would do the same.” Mavvellous! DMr. Curtin said that “he could
see no justification for any form of conscription of any shape or kind
after the war.” This is even more marvellous in the light of what
has actually happened.

The A.C.C. organized a successful opposition to the Gavernment’s
proposals. Although subjected to what had the appearance of
organised heckling by pro-communists, the speakers compelled a
hearing. At the Temperance Hall for several weeks of the ca: paign,
speakers dealt with the question from their individual angle, not
always coinciding with the general views of the organisation, but
nonetheless effective. Many thousands of dodgers were printed and
circulated demonstrating the deceptive nature of the claims made
on behalf of the “Yes" vote.

The referendum brought into juxtaposition and fellowship a
strange assortment of advocates. The Minister for Information,
Mr. Calwell, who had been Sir Keith Murdoch’s most vitriolic
critic, found himself with the great newspaper baron, hugging the
“Same lamp-post. The “No’s” in the ranks of labor were discovered to
their embarrassment walking arm in arm with Mr. R. . Menzies.
My, John Curtin, although he had known their fellowship for some
time, found himself with many members of the Opposition. The
“Yes" referendum committee was composed of a weird combination
of official labor, Communists, and U.A.P. Mr. W. M. Hughes, the
hero of a hundred losing fights, was found cheek by jowl with
Dr. Evatt, Mr. Curtin, the young man whom in the last war, all the
“Case for Labor,” Hughes wanted to put into uniform.

Degpite the best efforts of this miscellaneous troupe of news-
paper magnates, protean labor politicians and affluent mercenaries,
the common sense of the people prevailed, and for a time at least
the set of the tide towavds totalitarian controls and yegimentation
was turned.
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.endix 1li The Unemployment and Sickness Benefit Act

Another important activity of the A.C.C. was to direct atten-
n of Labour Ministers to the coercive nature of the Unemployment
d Sickness Benefits Acts 1944, The following letter, which speaks
pr itself, was <ent by the secretary, M}'. Kenafick, to several
embers of Cabinet and to the Prime Minister, Mr. Curtin. :
: November 22, 1944.
= Dear Sir, >
_.:De I desire on hehalf of this organisation to draw attention to the
& Unemployment and Sickness Benefits Act 1944 and particularly
& o Clauses 8, 15, 45 and 46. -
it Clause 15 disqualifies any person w_ho cannot satlgfy '_che
B Divector General that “his unemployment 1s‘no‘t due to his being
£ a direct participant in a strike” or is not '\Vllllqg to undertake
' work which in the opinion of the Director General is suitable to be
i ertaken by that person.” ; :
g This, ot‘scourse} diseriminates against strikers and imposes
i strial conscription. s ;
mdu(j-.llalﬁize 45 saI;'s.—“if, in the opinion of the Director-General
any claimant or beneficiary shou_ld— ; :
A. Undergo a course of training in any occupation.
B. Submit himself for examination at any medical, psycholo-
gical, or other like institution.
C. Receive any medical or other treatment. .
D. Undergo any course of training for the improvement of
his physical or mentalfcgpacmes, or
E. Do any work required of him.
The Directol‘—%enerai may direct that payment of benefit to t}}at
person shall be subject to the condition ths:t he shall comply with
the requirements of the.Director-Ger}eral in 1'espect'of‘ any sqch
matter.,” Section (e) reinforces the industrial conscription section
% Cll’;:?]ieliéi says: “The Director-General may require any person
whom he believes to be in a position to do so, to furnish to him a
confidential report relating to any matter which might affect ‘the
ment of benefit to any other person, _and a person so required
Pﬁyn not fail to furnish a report accordingly within a reasonable
i 5 nd shall not furnish a report which is fa:lse or misleading
é.;lmzni; particular. Penalfy Fifty pounds or imprisonment for
4 »” 4
1 thre%'n:lm:f}i!lsl- observe that under this provision any person could
4 othreat penalty or imprisonment be compelled to inform on
o her closest relatives, This procedure 1s_strangely remines-
- e ot of British tradition, but of the Fascist regimes against
; e ﬂideas the Government states it is fighting. :
whoee addition it is to be . observed that these vast powers of .
Inlsion and industrial conscription are invested in one person
comput ector-General, and can be exercised according to his opinion,
the-Dlrg;- state of mind’ (clause 8 subsection (2). emphasis mine).
b‘dfef’d as not prevent him, however, from ldelegat}ng his powers tai .
?hls g;w«.-- person” he chooses (emphasis mine) without at the same
any ";ﬂs abdicating that power, and a person so delega!teq can
tm:j.ate in a similay manner upon his aménon, belicf, or state of
op, i i 8, section 2.
il (emphasis mine) Clause »




1 is to the Director-General, and against his
n be, no appeal, nor can any determmatwn of hm
against,
ughout the- At:t it is made clear that all thmgs must be
1 to the Director-General’'s “opinion” and as he
ines” or “directs” (emphasis mine). See particularly
9 10, 12, 23, 30, 37, 45,
e s.lternatwe for the unemploved or sick person v.hn does.
a& agree with the Dirvector-General's” “opinion,” “belief” or “state .
of mind, “determination” or ‘“direction” is that he will not ree
y employment or sickness benefit and ther ! bv 3
his own freedom of opinion and determination will -
self free to starve or die. We therefore ha
 benefit the unemployed and sick which p
features:—
3 A. Tt indirectly seeks to break strikes.
B. It imposes industrial conscription on the
C. Consequently on the foregoing -it gn
benefit at all, but forced labour. The intention of the !
therefore, does not correspond with its title.
D. The powers given to the Director-General are those of
Dictator operating through a bureauracy.
E. Section 46 creates a Gestapo-like s
compulsory informing.
The whole Aet therefore amounts to a sys
industrial conseription of Fascist tendencie
principles of the Labour Movement and Party, and to
sure are your own beliefs,

In connection with this point I desire to draw your attentio
to a pledge which you signed during the recent Powers Referendum
eampaign, which was published as a pamphlet by t ymmon-
wealth Government under date 17th July, 19 and of which T
possess a copy. In that document, signed by you and 72 other
members of the Federal Parliament you made the follow
tion:— -

“We, the undersigned, members of the Senate and the

of Representatves, pledge ourselves that, as long /e are

- members of the Parliament of the Commonwealth, we shall

not sanction any form of industrial conscription after the

war. We emphatically repudiate any suggestion that we

would allow any Government to regiment cnnsulpi or compel
labour of any free Australian citizen.”

-ation is clear, specific, unambiguous. I now ask you to

this declaration with the provisions of the Unemployed

s Benefits Act. and I feel that you will realise that it

for you, in view of the above pledge, to support the

of that Act. I therefore urge you to press for its

‘the substitution for it of a measure that will be really

orking class in chavacter.

“a reply to this communication.
Fours faithfully,




