W henever any form of gov-
ernment becomes destructive of
these ends — Life, Liberty, and
the Pursuit of Happiness — it
is the right of the people to
alter or abolish it ...
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The League Will Not Stop The Massacre Of The Innocent

In Spain, China or Abyssinia. A Conscious, Militant I

nternationally

Minded Working Class Only Can Save Them From —

Anni

URING he last fifteen

months numerous declara-
tions by the worlds’ politicians
printed the fact that Fascist
invasion of Spain would not be
tolerated. These were the spee-
ches in Parliament, to the Press
and at the seat of the so-called
League of Nations. On the other
hand the Trade Union leaders
adopted the attitude that in-
tervention in Spain meanl war.

It is with the latter remark
that we are concerned. Politi-
cians, representatives of Gov-
ernment are too well-known as
the sources of fine, courageous
words and underhand work, but
the representatives of a work-
ers’ movement should at least
be divorced from all these
methods of justifying an exist-
ence and several hundreds of
pounds a year, and should open-
ly work towards the achieve-
ment of a League of Nations of
the working class. That is, the
creation of an international
movement so strong that ag-
gressions such as we have wit-
nessed during the last few years,
and in which the civilian popu-
lations have been completely
annihilated. shall be impossible.

This international solidarity
i8 impossible at this juncture,
as has been seen in Spain, be-
cause controlling the working
class are elements which have
been inebriated by the “rank”
they hold in their organizations.

This solidarity is impossible
now because the working class
is still not allowed to think in-
dependently, but allows itself to
be guided blindly. and so often
in the wrong direction.

As an example we previously
mentioned the Labour move-
ment’s excuse for shirking its
responsibility towards Spain
and Ethiopia by stressing the
possibilities of an international
War. In Spain today there is
an International War, and few
will be prepared to deny this
fact. Germany and Italy have
not only supplied arms for
Franco but have sent battalions
of men. This outrage did not
stir up the British and French
governments to the extent of
declaring war. [Italian subma-
rines have been sinking mer-
chant shipping and torpedoing
British warships, and yet war
was not declared And now

\

Mussolini and Hitler have sent
a further supply of armaments,
aeroplanes and men to Majorca
to prepare to attack the Eastern
coast of Spain simultaneously
with the Rebel attack on the
Aragon front. As a retaliation
France promises to open the
frontiers to the Spanish govern-
ment ... but she has said that
for a year now and nothing has
been done yet.

Thus it can be seen that a
handful of hard-boiled under-
handed politicians have been
able to betray the Spanish peo-
nle fighting International Fasc-
ism in spite of the protests of
all the world’s proletariat.
Why? Surely it cannot be said
that the ruling class is more nu-
merous than the workers’ or-
ganizations. Neither can it be
said that the company directors
produce the arms, textiles, food-
stuffs which go to arm and feed
the people. Nor can it be said
that politicians who advocate
wars take an active part in
them.

The answer is simple, and yet
apparently so complex. Capital-
ists can supply the wealth in
monetary form. Arms barons
can supply the arms of destruc-
tion but at the base of every-
thing, the virtual controllers of
all, are the workers. In the fac-
tory and in the fields they are
the producers. It is they who
from the bowels of the earth
obtain the raw materials re-
quired to make and to feed the
machinery of industry. Cata-
lonia has shown that the worker
is more important than the fac-
tory owner or company chair-
man. And this is the arm of the
workers, the basis of their inter-
national solidarity. It must ex-
ist today under the present
regimes as it must exist in the
society of the future. But this
arm must be used at the right
moment to achieve its maxi-
mum of effect.

The busmen for instance
have achieved nothing by their
sacrifice. It will take them five
years to make up the money
they lost during the few weeks’
strike. The reason? Simply
that at their head they had a
reactionary who was far from
representing their cause.

On the other hand one notes
with a feeling of satisfaction
that the bourgeois Government
of Valencia was obliged to liber-

ate Joaquin Ascaso (president
of the late Council of Aragon)
through threats that CNT would
call a general strike if he were
kept in prison any longer. Simi-
larly world opinion has forced
the Ogpu to liberate Erich Mu-
sehlm’s widow who had spent
many long months in Russian
prisons.

These are but small indica-
tions of the strength of working
class opinion, still undeveloped.
Its strength when each worker
will sense his own personal res-
ponsibility in his organization
and towarde his fellow croa-
tures can be but envisaged.

And it is towards this goal
that the English working class
must strive.  The worker’s
movement must include quality
with quantity. Then the results
of the conflict in Spain would
no longer be in doubt. Then
Japanese aggression in China

and Italian conquest of Abyss- -

inia would be impossible. Then,
and then only will we be mov-
ing towards a new social order.
rather than patching up present
society as our Trade Unions are
actually doing. And as we move
towards the new social order so
will that sense of Justice and
Liberty, apparently so lacking
even in our working class move-
ments, become deeply felt by
one and all to the same degree
as in Spain where our com-
rades prefer death to dictator-
ship and Church slavery.

AS there ever a period so

foolishly and tragically wasted
for the cause of progress than the
fifteen years since the end of the
great War? Since then, we have
reaped the fruits of the intellec-
tual clumsiness and ethical sloveli-
ness of these fatal years. The via-
dictive territorial rearrangements
provoked intensified nationalisms,
the scheming, plotting and prepar-
ing treachery of most European
States and the race for armaments
for the coming totalitarian, pan-
destructive wars. Moreover the old
routes of trade obstructed by the
long war, were finally destroyed
by the new frontiers, State rivalry,
ambitions, emnity and impoverish-
ment; the distress of most of the
consumers and the increased out-
put of the rationalised means of
production created that perma-
nent economic crisis, poverty and
unemployment, which the present
immense, but entirely unproductive
international output of war mater-
ials is not alleviating in the least,
but rather perpetuating, for peace,
disarmament, under such condi-
tions, would mean fresh ruin by
unemployment — and war is ruin-
ous as well, as we all know by this
time.

If the great War was the pro-
duct of an authoritarian age when
competition and craving for riches
and power finally led to the clash-

Nyon Pact In Force

Piracy Continues Unchecked

While the French Foreign Office
is still waiting for Mussolini's re-
ply—no longer with any illusions
as to its contents—Italian authori-
ties in the Balearics appear to be
becoming more reckless every day.

Their latest exploit, as reported
in to-night's Paris papers, has been
to capture and force into Palma
harbour the French cargo vessel
Cassidaigne, sailing from Marseilles
to Oran along the route prescribed
under the Nyon Arrangement — a
route 32 miles east of the Balearics.
On Tuesday afternoon the ship was
approached by two chaser 'planes,
which, flying low, turned their ma-
chine-guns on the crew and sig-
nalled the order to proceed to
Palma. The captain changed his
course in accordance with these in-
structions, but slowed down at the

same time and several messages
were sent out, which were clearly
received at Algiers but do not
seem to have produced the desired
effect of bringing immediate aid to
the scene.

On nearing the Balearics the ship
was approached by two gunboats
and later by a destroyer, and was
escorted by these into Palma har-
bour. According to the crew the
destroyer was flying the Italian
flag, as did also several other war-
ships anchored at Palma. It was
not until after an inspection of the
ship by the rebel authorities, who
carried away the wireless opera-
tor's book, and the arrival on the
following afternoon of the French
destroyer Fantasque that the ship
was released.

(Manchester Guardian).

After Fourteen Months
Of Free Spain

hilation By The Forces Of Reaction

By X X. X

ing in arms of ever so many oppo-
sing interests, the contending
forces, Statal, economic, military
and their ideologies could only pro-
duce dictatorial solutions, imposing
the right of the strongest: but
were these really all the vital
forces of Humanity? That is the
point, in my opinion. At that cru-
cial juncture, the real forces of
Humanity were deficient, kept sil-
ent or were silenced and have not
spoken up as yet, to this very day,
to an appreciable and efficient de-
gree. Humanity — that is at least
that minimum of ethical conduct
which permits social life and ex-
cludes the worst forms of canni-
balism. It is science and techniecal
skill which raise our conditions of
life above those of the other ani-
mated inhabitants of this globe. It
is labour which alone keeps up the
standard of civic life which we en-
joy. On this basis alone thought
and art, beauty and comfort, ease
and plenty can unfold. Whatever
is the State contributing to all
this ?—the State which in the last
analysis centres in a few men who
are timid or cynical, clever or the
reverse, disinterested or not, rou-
tine is made or capricious, just
managing things or downright mis-
managing them? Whatever is the
contribution of the economic forces
—the vested interests dating back
from centuries of privilege, new
riches based on monopolies of
every description or arising from
State supported competition? Or
that of the military forces which
from all eternity have never un-
derstood how to win a war so as
to create real peace, but have al-
ways sown the seeds of new wars?
Or that of parties, of religious, of
national ideologies, all of which by
their very existence perpetuate dis-
sension and strife? As long as the
life and death of every community
is in the hands of these
wreckers of social life, situations
like the present one, about the
worst one can remember, are in-
evitable. _

All this was felt or O
by many since the eighteenth cen-
tury, but seldom expressed with
that full vigour which we find

some of the writings of m
(Continued on Page 4, col. 4)
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“FURY OVER SPAIN”
_ —Turn to page 4

.




T

ix

EEdE

g
HE

job as the main reason for its cre-
However, Machiavelli has
very plainly intimated that that
was in his mind when he sent the

The essence of “ The Prince ” is
to lie, disemble, resort to treachery,
have mental reservations when you
make promises or agreements —
sounds like the Jesuits or our mod-
ern Communists, doesn't it? —
Horace Greely said “ platforms (po-
litical) were made to spit on”
which was an inelegant method of
expressing the same idea. Machia-
velli also said be kind, be just and
paternal when it is expedient and
dishonest, hypocritical, ruthless
and brutal when necessary to hold
power.

Statesmen as well as Princes had
been liars, hypocrites and tyrants
before Machiavelli was born but he
was probably the first to make of
these a philosophy(?) of life or
rule of conduct until that rule has
come to be followed by men who
never read “ The Prince " or heard
of its author.

Coming to our immediate time
we find a hypocrisy so gross in
dealing with questions of public
policy that they deceive no one
above the intelligence of a moron
but are advocated on the principle
that it is best to lie as the truth
is so horrifying it would surely
lead us into war. The most brazen
and most tragic of modern hypocri-
cies is the attitude the entire world
is taking toward the Spanish war or
rebellion, whichever one chooses to
call it. The humbug of the English,
French and American ruling class-
es is so disgusting it is difficult to
write calmly about it. The United
States sells Italy, Germany and
other Fascist countries all the war
material they want and can get
credit or pay off, and these coun-
tries in turn send it to Franco,
whereas the government refuses to
allow direct sales to the legally
elected Government. Roosevelt and
Secretary of State Hull call that
upholding the Neutrality Act,
passed at the last session of Con-
gress. Such a statement is insult-
ing to the intelligence of school
children let alone adults, but it goes
on and on and no one seems able
to do anything about it. The same
gituation is being repeated in the
case of Japan and China except
that Japan is detested by the over-
whelming majority of the country
and the fiction may have to be mo-

believe in the unbelievable, and
liberal minded men and women who
have chosen the profession of law
stand on their heads trylng to rec-
oncile their liberalism with support
of the most reactionary of all the
reactionary forces in the country,
the Supreme Court of the U.S.
Ninety per cent. of the thinking
part of our population know that
when the President has an appoint-

~ment to make to the Supreme Court

he first makes sure that the ap-
pointee belongs to the same poli-
tical party as he does. In spite of
this, when President Roosevelt re-
cently appointed Senator Hugo L.
Black of Alabama to the court a
roar went from the Atlantic to the
Pacific oceans from the hypocntical
ruling class. Not a word was said
over the fact that Black was taking
the place of a judge who has been
a life-long Republican and Corpora-
tion lawyer who used his position
to hamstring all liberal legislation
for more than a quarter of a cen-
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other admini: ) .
work of the first appointee. This
condition and situation runs all
through our public life and it is
important that we underscore this
fact, for in private life things are
far different and far, far better.
We never knew a Cabinet Minister
in the flesh, but we have known
their counterpart in other walks in
life and have found them decent
and humane men who would scorn
to do the things in private they do
in public.

What man in private life would
drop bombs on innocent men, wo-
men and children or deliberately
strafe helpless non-combatants
fleeing for their lives along an open
road? Only a man or men so dulled
and stupefied by years of training
and background that human life
and all that formerly implied has
lost its meaning,

“The evil that men do lives after
them while the good is oft interred
with their bones " said Shakespeare
— and so with Machiavelli, who
lived an honest life, worked hard
and was devoted to his devoted
Florence, but died neglected and in
poverty. His essay “ The Prince”
has become the hand-book for mil-
lions of men and women even as
they add hypocrisy to Machiavelli
by denouncing it as they practice
its teaching.

Is it hopeless to expect men to
practice in public the ideas and
ideals they advocate in private life ?
I wonder?

HOW FRENCH FASCISTS HELP FRANCO
UNDER A POPULAR FRONT REGIME

[N THE inventory of material taken to Franco’s mercenaries, it
has been proved that, in general, this equipment has been coming

from France.

As regards outfits, uniforms come from a factory in Levallois,
gas-marks from a factory in Indre-et-Loire, and helmets are also
the product of French manufacture.

As to armaments, the packing marks are new — and show
they come from French factories: the munitions have been manu-
factured so recently that they have been shipped in carton packing.

The Hotehkiss concern has supplied machine guns and the

Brandt works have sent howitzers.

The cannons are of the French

75 type — and some of the 380’s have even come from the French

State Arsenals.

The small arms are of German, Belgian and Czechoslovakian

manufacture.

It is obvious that vigilance on the part of the Syndicalist or-
ganisations is necessary — and we cannot help asking how it comes
about that the Metal Syndicate, which controls production, allows
wagons to leave for France, carrying equipment that will be used

to crush our brothers in Spain.
our comrades in the metal industry.

These words are addressed to

Pacifists and
Income Tax

One day last week a man was
fined in South London for declin-
ing to pay a portion of his taxes.
He said he was withholding that
portion which he judged would be
devoted to rearmament as he was
a pacifist. This is a logical course,
but not logical enough. It has
always been a matter of specula-
tion with us, in watching the de-
velopment of the pacifist move-
ment, as to when the pacifists
would wake up to the fact that
their whole position must inevit-
ably lead them to Anarchism. The
pacifist believes that he has the
right to assert his private con-
scientious scruple against the tak-
ing of human life, even against the
command of the State, but surely
a logical mind would see that in
asserting any individual right
against the will of the majority
is to attack the whole basis of the
State, since that rests absolutely
on the right of the majority to
decide for all?

It will be very interesting to see
how far these conscientious objec-
tors to war will be led — by their
consciences!

S.V.E.

““Estampas De La
Revolucion”

A collection, comprising 30 re-
productions of paintings by Sim,
attractively bound, vividly portray-
ing the struggle being waged in
Spain. Apart from the artistic
value, this album is of interest in
that the printing has been executed
at a collectivised printing works.

As there are still a considerable
number of these albums to be dis-
posed of, we are making an offer
to those comrades who could not
buy them at the original price, by
fixing the price of the album at
4/- each or 4/6 post free.

Prison Memoirs

Of An Anarchist

by Alexander Berkman

Emma Goldman has kindly pre-
sented us with 12 copies of this
book, the money from the sale of
which will go to Solidarity Fund.
Published at 10/6, the price for
readers is 4/6 or 5/- post free.

Write for your copy now to:
“SPAIN and the WORLD.,”
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of the Peasant Collective and of
the Union. Then they requisitioned
the buildings of the former. To
complete their work of “ pacifica-
tion,” they returned the land
worked by the peasants to their
former owners, creating the same
economic disaster as had been cre-
ated in the other localities where
they pursued the same methods.

VINEBRE—The peasant Collec-
tive and the peasant Union had
been flourishing in this locality.
Forces of Carabineros invaded it
on June 28th and sacked the CNT
headquarters and homes of many
comrades, carrying off money, food,
tools, etc., as though they were a
conquering horde of savages. They
demanded, in violent terms, the
surender of all arms. The peasants
submitted and handed over about
100 weapons, the majority of them
shotguns.

This did not seem sufficient to
the Guards, so they carried out,
with the aid of the PSUC, a series
of searches, threatening many of
our comrades with death. Still
later, a new body of Guards ar-
rived from Falcet, whose command-
ing officer issued a proclamation
denouncing the members of the
CNT. The right-wing elements
were naturally re-animated and
proceeded to calumniate the revo-
lutionary workers in every possible
manner. The work of the counter-
revolution got well under way, and
the process was finally completed
by the forced dissolution of the
Town Council and the Collective.

The reactionary bourgeoise are
congratulating themselves in this
town.

ARNES—Upon arriving at this
town, the armed forces proceeded
immediately to the dissolution of
the Town Council elected in a duly
constitutional manner, replacing it
with hostile elements. The next
step was the dissolution of the
Collective and they even forbade
the workers to proceed with the
threshing of the wheat. All work
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PAUL TARRAGONA — A puni-
tive expedition reached this town
on July 3rd and expelled the work-
ers from the Collective,

contributions of the individual
members of their land, the proper-
ty of the right-wing elements be-
ing thoroughly respected. They
were allowed to join the Collective,
however, if they so wished, enjoy-
ing, it goes without saying, equal
rights with all the others. A
splendid achievement of voluntary
co-operation completely destroyed.

RIPOLL DE VALLES—The As-
sault Guards burst into this town
like a cyclone. They searched the
Town Hall, and then went to the
headquarters of the CNT, des-
troyed the placards, tore up the
banners, broke the locks, destroyed
the mirrors and the furniture with
vicious violence. The same proce-
dure was followed in the Institute
of Art and Culture. They carried
out a series of so-called investiga-
tions that amounted to downright
sacking; money, clothes, stamps,
etc. completely disappeared. After
compelling the workers to surren-
der their arms, the Guards gave
those same weapons to the friends
of the present mayor, ex-member
of the Patriotic Union, a man who
tried unsuccessfully, after the 19th
of July, 1936, to join the FAL
This person declared null and void
the acts of requisition made by the
CNT and previously endorsed by
the Government. The headquar-
ters of the CNT was turned over
to the Left Republicans and the
Association of Petty Proprietors.

Emma Goldman
In Spain

““Madrid Is The Wonder Of
Centuries ”’

Madrid, Sept. 23rd, 1937.

You will be impatient with me
that I have written so little since
I got to Spain. The events are too
overwhelming for letters. The days
are filled to overflowing with im-
pressions, especially is this the case
here. Madrid is the wonder of
centuries for there is nothing like
it in fortitude and epic grandeur.
One had to see it to realise its tre-
mendous courage and spirit regard-
less of the danger surrounding it,
regardless of what the city and the
people have already endured at the
hands of fascism. Greater still is
the faith of our people who go on
building, creating and labouring
not for the hour but for all times.
One can not help but set aside all
doubts and all superficial criticism
in the face of such wonderful mani-
festation of human endurance and
determination to win come what
may. I am so full of it all I cannot
concentrate on any one impression
or say what is more inspiring than
the other. More than even last
year I wish I could remain with
our people right here in this heroic
city and share in their struggle
and their aspirations. But again
I will have to leave much soomer
than I want. We are going back
to Valencia tomorrow, from there
Sunday or Monday to Barcelona.
Perhaps I can write more coherent-
ly from there. | only wish all our
comrades so ready to judge could
come to Spain to see for them-
selves that whatever the mistakes

mfzde they are as nothing compared
wtt?_l. the gigantic work already
achieved. Whatever happens this
will remain a lasting monument to
the_ valor and the constructive
genius of our comrades.

I am thinking of you and the
others_ to-day and our meeting, [
hope it will be q success. I saw
several films yesterday, part of
which we will get so Frank can
co_mp!ez‘e them for our purpose. We
will then carry them from one end
of England to another.

Emma,

SPAIN and the
WORLD

Fortnightly dedicated to

the anti-Fascist struggle

and the Social Revoly-
tion in Spain.

Price 2d:; For US.A, 5 cents.

All correspondence and mon-
:Iay:a to be sent to the Editors
‘SPAIN and the WORLD "
Whiteway Colony, nr, Strouc.:l

Glos., England, 1
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A Lett:r To The
Communist Party From
Largo Caballero

““ A people is invincible providing
that one does not make it lose its
faith in its hopes of liberty, on con-
dition that on its own volition and
from its collective sacrifices it does
not see the beginnings of a new
tyrannical power an internal des-
potism which would damp its en-
thusiasm for the struggle and in
the end would be weakened in the
long run by exterior tyranny.

The knowledge that a political
organisation exists working above
all for the enlarging of its power
with the secret aspiration of be-
coming the one and only organisa-
tion during and after the war,
dangerously damages the moral of
town and rural workers.”

We are referring to the Spanish
section of the Communist Inter-
national. We render this Party
principally responsible for the bad
luck suffered for the last three
months by the republican cause,
and also graver disasters which
are bound to come if a prompt
remedy 18 not found.

Up to the present day for some
three months previously there exis-
ted a real unity for anti-fascist ac-
tion. To-day this unity of action
is ever diminishing. Whose is the
blame? Firstly, that of the Com-
munist party which was the first
to organise a plot aiming at the
suppression of those men and those
organisations who do not submit to
orders emanating from Commu-
nists.

.+ « “This party has declared a
war to the end io those who in the
U.G.T. and the C.N.T. are opposed
to a totalitarian policy which does
not mean exactly the dictatorship
of the proletariat.”

The letter studies in detail the
errors in the home policy of the
Communist Party and upholds the
activities of the Caballero govern-
ment, activities which were sup-
ported by a large proportion of the
anti-fascist elements, and narates
by what stratagems the Commu-
nists overthrow this government.
Here are criticisms of the military
activities of the Communist Party:

“1f the recent unfortunate oper-
ations at Bounete previously con-
demned on several occasions by
experts who considered them doom-
ed to failure, if these operations,
we repeat, were merely the result
of purely military errors, we
should remain silent apart from
demanding the dismissal and pun-
ishment of those guilty of spilling
of so much blood to mo purpose.
But in these operations, military
objectives were subordinated to
shady political designs; to the
glorification of the Communist lea-
ders in command, if success were
the issue: to the desire to prove
also that if any easy victory had
not already been obtained, it was
due to the unreasoning opposition
of those who mistook inaction for
prudence, and opposition to party
feeling amongst Communists for
forethought and the desire not to
spill criminally the blood of the
people. The calamitous results have
shown who was right.”

Restating its position with re-
gard to the Communist party, the
socialist organisation of Madrid
concludes :

“A policy of rifts, a policy of
t ical gestures at the price of
thousands of dead and wounded
without any strategic advantage,
such has been and still is the poli-
cy of the Communist Party. If we

would think that their policy was
intended to create the moral and
material conditions favouring a de-
feat or a new “Aboara de Vergara.”
“We are ready to believe that it
is a question of an error of judg-
‘ment and of the retinues of a me-
and limited intellig
which imagines that victory is near

UR fight is of a Revolutionary

as well as a Military character.
The reactionary and Conservative
forces dread the Revolution—hence
their violent opposition. The Paci-
fists and Socialists dread War —
hence their hesitation to come for-
ward openly and help us obtain the
necessary weapons to carry on our
fight.

The Fascist Powers — Germany,
Italy, Portugal — are active. Long
before the 19th of July did they
begin to give Franco every en-
couragement, and ever since that
historic date it may truthfully be
said that it is they who are actual-
ly carrying on this ruthless War
against the Spanish people. Our
friends in the meantime have re-
mained passive. In their inactivity,
they continue to hover between
fear and hope: FEAR lest the
“ Spanish firebrand ” should devel-
op into another international con-
flict, another World War, and
HOPE that perchance the more
moderate elements — Fascist as
well as Republican — may after
all come to some understanding.

As far as France, Belgium and
England are concerned, a Fascist
victory would have a disastrous
effect on their Home as well as
their Foreign political situation.
As for the Labour Movement in
those countries, it would mean a
menace to their very existence.

However, a first step towards a
change for the better can now be
noted. The hypocrisy of the non-
intervention policy has been laid
bare, the Non-Intervention Commit-
tee has dissolved into thin air ...

What? 1Is Italy to be allowed
to become master in the Mediterra-
nean, and Germany in the Pyren-
ees and Northern Spain? No,
neither England nor France could

And The Fight Goes On...

By Augustin Souchy

even contemplate such a thing.
Both are compelled, for their se-
curity’s sake, now fo range them-
selves on our side. If a free
plebiscite were to be taken in
either of the Fascist couniries —
Italy or Germany, there not the
slightest doubt but that the vast
majority of he people would vote
against France and the Dictator’'s
war on Spain. Hitler and Mussolini
are well aware of this. They know
also that the victory of the Repub-
lic and the Anti-Fascist Revolution
would deal a fatal blow to their
own prestige and their repressive
institutions. They can sense this
danger that is threatening them—
hence their violence, their ruthless
aggressiveness. But, at last, their
cynical and piratical operations in
the Mediterranean are to be
stopped. As a consequence of this,
an entire reshuffling of the West-
ern Powers is to be noted. This
is the beginning of the ¢hange in
our favour. The Democracies hesi-
tated a long time. Meantime, by
its dynamic aggressiveness Fascism
gained a great ascendancy during
the first year of the war in the in-
ternational political world. The
English are hesitant in making de-
cisions, slow in taking action, affer
the manner of the philosophising
“ Hamlet” (a type still true unto
this day). When, however, it be-
comes a question of its prestige, of
safeguarding its political and eco-
nomic Power then Great Britain is
ready to take its stand.

Such is the situation today. In-
ternational Fascism needs must
have quick and spectacular victor-
ies. It is prepared to go to any
length: no flags are safe in face of
Fascism. Already it believes it
holds victory within its grasp. But
...the sunk vessels caused a stir,

a whirlpool into which Fascism it-
self is caught and plunged into the
depth, to perdition.

* * *

A tremendous task devolves upon
the Labour organisation, especially
those of France and England. Nur-
ses, medicines, soap, sugar — all
these are certainly most acceptable
to us. Still, had one supplied us,
in August of last year, with guns,
hand grenades, aeroplanes and ar-
moured cars — then there would
have been no sunk vessels to-day.
Nor would there have been any
need for medicaments to be sent to
us during the months following.
For we should have conguered
Franco long ago. Even the paci-
fists might have found it more to
their advantage.

Evidently, it was not found de-
sirable that we should gain a
speedy victory over Franco. Were
they afraid of the Revolution? Of
Anarchism? Did they hope to ren-
der us war-weary and thus more
ready for compromise ?

But there can be no understand-
ing with Fascism for the freedom-
loving proletariat of Spain. Spain
will not offer a refuge for despots
and dictators. There can be no
peace so long as there is a nest
of Fascism.

The time for deliberations and
pronouncements must come to an
end with this war. No room for
dictators. Our people will secure
peace through justice and will build
up its prosperity through work.
First of all, however, we must fight
for and conquer outer independence
and freedom.

During battles there are pauses
for rest, but the fight goes on until
victory is won for the Revolution.

A. SOUCHY.
(Translated by D.Z.)

A Study In Inconsistency

Mr. Langdon-Davies And Spanish Anarchists

THE moving force motivating the
writings of a journalist living in a
country far from Press control should
be to seek the truth. Further there
should be a certain consistency in the
ideas expressed which would then
point to the seriousness of the writer.
It is a fact that few people take G. B.
Shaw seriously when he expresses poli-
tical opinions because too often has he
been an admirer both of Socialism and
Fascism, of Liberty and Oppression,

When we read Mr. Langdon-Davies”
book “ Behind the Spanish Barricades "
we felt that he would be one of that
select group of journalists and writers
who were unbiased and described all

they saw without fear because it was
the truth.

In this month’s “ Labour Monthly,"
Mr. Langdon-Davies has made us
e our opinion. His article “ Anti-
Fascist Unity in Spain” is unlimited
praise for Negrin and the Communist
Party and a scurrilous attack on the
Anarchists. -We say * scurrilous” be-
cause we suspect that his attacks have
been borrowed directly and blindly from
the speeches of Hernandez and Como-
rera which were published in pamphlet
form in this country by the Commu-
nist Party.

Mr. Langdon-Davies’ digression into
the economic history of Spain and his
conclusions as to the why and where-
fore of the Anarchist movement can-
not be discussed here. We are at pres-
ent more interested in his attacks di-
rected against our comrades.

ORGANIZATION OF INDUSTRY

The first concerns the Organization
of Industry. He states that the an-
archists who are in control of the chief
war Industry have proved:

(a) * A six-hour day in the munition
factories leading to a restricted output
and the starving of the front for mu-
nitions."

This Is not the truth. In the work-
shops and factories during all these
months our comrades have been work-
ing a 56 hour week (Tierra y Libertad
7/8/37) and producing as much arma-
ments as the raw materials at their
disposal permits.

(b) * A refusal to accept state con-
trol and therefore centralized planning
—result, chaos instead of development
according to war needs."

True the comrades do not need State
control, but that does not mean ‘chaos”
as Mr. Davies suggests. A Commission
of Industry was formed as follows:

Mr. Langdon-Davies, Mouthpiece of the
Communist Party

Mr. Langdon-Davies writes (Oc-
tober) ...

... The Negrin Government is
not to give the tramways back
to Barcelona Traction Ltd., but

The C.P.* wrote (June) ...

Have the thousands of work-
ers who have died at the battle
front died so that in the end we
can substitute for Barcelona
Tramways Ltd. what may be
called CNT-FAI Ltd?

It must proceed immediately
to dissolve the Patrulles de Con-
trol ... y
Azana nor President Companys,
nor anyone else could speak,
without the indiscreet ear of the
controller knowing it. Naturally
this had to be stopped ... '

... we ask where have all these
millions of profits of the Tram-
gone?

*From “Spain Unites for Vietory.”

three military technicians, a technician
of the Chemical Industry, and a dele-
gate of Supplies. This commission was
presided over by Terradellas, the well-
known Catalan politician. Towards the
end of September 1986, a delegation
representing this commission went to
Madrid with the aim of offering the
Government of the Republic the pro-
ducts of Catalonia’s industry. They
were anxious to produce the arms nec-

did not accept their proposals. Despite
this, important supplies have been sent
to Madrid.

front and ample for the private rear-
guard armies of the CNT-FAL"

Mr. Davies saw with his own eyes

- “anarchist-made armoured cars de-

livered over to anarchist organizations
and taken into the streets to
down socialists and communists.” We
must remind Mr. Davies as we re-

{

from “ bourgeois” and that its aim is
to “put an end to revolutionary in-
discipline so that true revolutionary
discipline may eventually come.” He
cites the usual stock examples given
by the Communist Press: the murder
of Tramway workers of the UST., the
gangsters of the Patrulles de Control,
the tapping of the Government tele-
phone lines. WIll this be achieved by
the wholseale murder of the anarchist
militants as has been the order of the
day of the PSUC? Our revelations on
the attacks on the villages and towns
which appeared in No. 20 as well as
in the present issue of “ Spain and the
World "') are, we suppose, carried out
in the name of law and order. Or is
the assassination of comrades of the
Bernari type, whose whole existence
had been sacrificed for the workers’
cause, because the PSUC considered
them counter-revolutionaries, a part
of the new programme of the Stalino-
Negrin Government? And Mr. Davies
has the insolence to say that “to an
anarchist the tramway worker who is
a Marxist is a heretic, and that over-
rules the fact that he is still a worker.”
According to him anarchism is a
“sect.” Were this a fact, would our
comrades have allowed such liberty to
the communist during the first
months of the Revolution, when be-
fore the influx of the bourgeoisie into
their Party, the CP in Catalonia was
non existent. Would our comrades
have sought an alliance between the
CNT and UGT?

FORCED COLLECTIVIZATION.

The two remaining subjects of at-
tack are the control of the frontiers
and Forced Collectivization.

The need for Governmental control
of the frontiers according to Mr. Dav-
ies, is that otherwise the anarchists
will be able to smuggle money into
France for their own use. It is curi-
ous that whilst now he attributes this
habit to our comrades, in his book he
wrote: “ And very soon the same men
(anarchists) who had set fire to the
Cathedral had loaded sixteen million
pesetas into a lorry and were taking
it to hand over intact to the central
government in Barcelona."” At that
time there was treasure and money in
abundance (obtained from the aban-
doned churches and convents), and
“Catalan frontier villages were in the
hands of local anarchist committees”
—and yet Mr. Davies saw with his own
eyes that millions of pesetas were not
sneaked over the frontier but handed
over to the authorities. Now, a year
later, when most of the treasure and
money of Spain is controlled, Mr.
Davies finds cause to suspect the anar-
chists of pilfering!

As regards the bogey of Forced Col-
lectivization no better proof to the con-
trary can be given than by the
numerous examples of successful col-
lectivization of which we have regu-
larly published articles in our columns
and which could be verified by any
independent witness, Even Mr. Davies
expressed admiration when he wrote
his book (during his pre-communist
period), and he even went to the trou-

de la Selva. Far from seeing “ forced
collectivization” there, he could not
help but remark that “to sit in the
cafe at Port de la Selva is to sit in
an atmosphere of free men ... there is

la Selva and its co-operation, the spon-
taneous local experimenting in the art
of  living together. :
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is something of real mar-
in their death which sets
m quite apart from the other
eat pioneers of our thought who
\ave shed their blood and given

Often men die gladly for their
convictions and their consequent
acts. To martyr oneself for ven-
geance, death for something into
which one has poured the whole be-
ing of one’s self, thus giving vent
to a justifiable exasperation, the
throwing away of one’s life as an
answer to the rottenness of the
system of organised injustice .and
misery, upheld by the thoughtless-
ness and violence of those mostly
oppressed by it — all this is great
so far as the individual is con-
cerned, but it has no comparison
with the martyrdom of our Hay-
market comrades of fifty years
ago, who still represent a living
memory.

Our comrades in Chicago died
for two things which make them
unforgetable in history and which
remain the inspiration of our idea
and ideals to-day.

—

Pierre RAMUS

They died innocent and with in-
justice. They died for their theory,
for the idea of Anarchism, and
they had to die because, to the
last, they would not recant, their
faith, the principle of Anarchism.

They chose a cruel and prema-
ture end, meted out to them by
that organisation of violence and
injustice, called the State, rather
than renounce their conviction.

In this lies the significance of
our comrades’ martyrdom, for by
having died for their faith, and for
this alone, they have rendered the
greatest service to the workers of
all countries and to the cause of
Anarchism. For their death is the
purest proof of the mean scurvi-
ness of all governmentalism and be-
cause of their death there will arise
a great avenger of the innocents
murdered by authority and brutal

. Like a momentous proof of
this there has appeared, very ap-
propriate to the fiftieth commem-
oration of the Chicago martyrs, a
book which can be called the sec-
ond great monument erected to
them, proving to the powers that
be that by their assassination on
the 11th of November 1887 they
have not been able to kill the spirit
which they thought to annihilate
on the gallows in Chicago.

Unlike the grand monument at
Waldheim this second commemora-
tion of the martyrdom of our
American comrades is not carved
of marble and stone. It is wrought
by the spirit, out of the very heart-

avarice of government

of the

tal “ justice,” and all the lackeys
of wealth, violence, and powerful

barbarity.

Henry David, scientist, scholar,
historian, and a philosopher with
a heartfelt wish for truth and jus-
tice, at the same time being a deep
student of law, he it is who has
erected in his wonderful book “The
History of the Haymarket Affair”
(published by Farrar and Rhine-
hart, New York), the greatest
monument to the memory of our
pioneers. Let it not be forgotten,
however, that the book is also an
everlasting disgrace to all those
who combined to murder them.

Whoever reads this book will
know why our martyred comrades
are immortal. Out of the tremen-
dous multitude of facts which the
author has compiled, and which
for the first time have been made
known to the public, shines forth
the glory of men who, in all their
simplicity and profundity of feel-
ing are the torchbearers of eman-
cipation. Every page of this book
clothes their individuality in liber-
ty, whose humblest servants they
were.

The book by Henry David is a
manifesto of truth to the whole
English-speaking world, and, even
more important, in the land which
allowed the foul murder of truth
to be committed. It is one of the
rays of that everflaming torch of
Anarchism, the torch held so high
to the whaole of mankind by our
never-to-be-forgotten martyrs. By
their death they proclaim irresis-
tably and invincibly: “ Behold, the
truth shall make thee free!”—and
the martyrs of Chicago, of the
eleventh of November 1887, are, in
the face of the murdered hypocricy
of rule and power, the very em-
bodiment of truth, resurrecting in
the idea of Anarchism . . .

—PIERRE RAMUS.

NOTES

WITH amazing naivete the capi-

talist press is once more in-
dulging in righteous indignation
over Japan's ruthless attacks on
Nanking and the other Chinese
towns. With equally amazing
naivete right-minded people, from
the Archbishop of Canterbury
down, are organising protest meet-
ings and sending medicaments to
the injured Chinese.

Chinese spokesmen repeat again
at Geneva the protests of the
Abyssinians and the Spanish
against their barefaced aggressors.
The whole civilised world stands
aghast! but contents itself alas,
with moral gestures and feeble pro-
iestations.

Never in history, apparently,
have our real rulers been more
skilled in concealing from the left
hand what the right hand is doing,
for in fact the story of each of
these recent aggressions is the
same. Mussolini in Abyssinia,
Franco in Spain, Japan in China;
all the bold aggressions are powers
without economic resources for
wars such as they have undertaken,
and in every case a halt could have
been called upon their activities if
the real holders of power, the in-
ternational financiers who control
the great sources of raw material
essential for war, had been willing
to stop supplies. Neither Musso-
lini nor Franco nor Japan possess
in any quantity either coal, oil or
iron. The real holders of these
essentials of war are largely Eng-
lish and American, and it has been
abundantly proven that had these
vital supplies been withheld, ag-
gression must have ceased. But,
alas, profit is infinitely more sacred
than human life, so the crocodile
tears of politicians and Arch-
bishops continue to flow over the
poor mangled bodies of Chinese,
Abyssinian and proletarians, while
they continue to pocket their
dividends.

Undoubtedly the most ingenious
technique of government which
has been evolved in our time is the
international neurosis of fear, and
a truly magnificent display of this
method was put on for the benefit

AND CO

of a terrorised world proletariat
last week in Germany. Never has
such a display of armed force been
found necessary before, never have
such precautions been taken to pro-
tect even the fear-ridden, con-
science driven Tsars and Emperors
of yesterday, as were evolved for
the two little puppets who strutted
and conspired in Munich.

We doubt that they had much
to fear or much to hide, their piti-
ambitions and plots depend, for
their continuance on the persis-
tence of the state of fear in Europe
and it is to this and that all this
show of force is designed. Not un-
til the workers realise, that in the
old words, “ they have nothing to
lose but their chains " will they be
able to throw off this paralysing
neurosis and in that moment all
this Mumbo Jumbo will fade into
the past of dragons and super-
natural terrors.

Apparently there are some work-
ers in the world who realise that
in their international solidarity
lies their strength and their free-
dom. We salute the dock and
wharf workers of Auckland, New
Zealand, who have declared a boy-
cott on shipments of goods to
Japan. Although pressure has al-
ready been brought to bear upon
them by Japanese Chambers of
Commerce and similar bodies, they
have so far stood firm.

May their example prove inspir-
ing,

As we foresaw in our last notes
Capitalism would succeed in domi-
nating the situation in France, and
already the attacks on the stability
of the frane are bearing fruit. The
forty hour week, the one great ac-
complishment of organised labour
in France, which was heralded as
a tremendous advance and an
achievement by the Popular Front
Government, has been sacrificed to
Moloch, This is absolutely inevi-
table if the Capitalists are to be
appeased and the workers of
France should take the lesson to
heart. All their little gains are to
be whittled away in order to
“ stabilise ” the frane, while in ad-
dition the Government has issued

MENTS

a warning against sit-down strikes
as ‘' disturbances.” Popular Front
Governments are as futile as any
other Government when it comes
to cutting the claws of Finance.

Hard on the heels of the impu-
dent Nazi gathering in London,
politely disguised as a ‘“ Harvest
Thanksgiving,” comes news of a
really sinister organisation which
is apparently gaining ground in the
U.S.A. Under the title of the
Amerika-Deutgcher Volksbund a
considerable Nazi organisation has
grown up, which partakes of all
the worst qualities of its parent.
The Chicago Daily Times has made
an investigation of the activities
of this group by getting three of
its own reporters to become mem-
ebrs, and their revelations of its
activities sound very like those of
Fascist groups everywhere, includ-
ing their close relations with the
powers of Big Business and with
the various anti-labour vigilante
organisations which abound in the
U.S.A. We can rest assured that
similar work is being carried on in
this country, too, under the guise
of “ Harvest Thanksgivings” and
the like . . .

S. V. E.
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and Bakunin, of Eliseé Reclus and
Leo Tolstoi. Most of the best men
spent their effort on partial and
personal solutions, on hypotheses

they or their followers
turned into dogmas, systems, reli-
gions, implying totalitarian imposi-
tions by faith or force, spiritual or
very real dictatorships. There were
always totalitarian believers in
progressive systems, the many
varieties of socialism, the dictator-
jal reactionists, priests, fascists
and every variety of conservatives,
and undeveloped strata in every
sphere of society—men and masses
of passive obedience, of the mini-
mum of effort, endeavouring just
to live on and to remain unnoticed.
After the great war, men .of any
real vigour and value, as it Qap-
pened, were quite absent, extinct
for a time, and the very few who
meant to do their very best, men
like Malatesta, Landauer, some in
Spain, and, no doubt, a small num-
ber of less known men, were pow-
erless to act against the authori-
tarian frenzy which got hold of
men and parties, organisations and
nations, bolshevists and fascis.t.s.
governing socialists and syndicalist
aspirants for economic rule, lead-
ing in its fascist and racial perver-
sions to that complete enslavement
of great peoples which we see now
acting as an all devouring and con-
tagious pestilencial affliction of
the life of the whole globe.

Almost none escaped the authori-
tarian contagion emanating from
so many herds — that of trium-
phant nationalism and imperialism,
that of humiliated and vindictive
pride, that of despair from econo-
mic ruin and sheer hunger and
hopeless lowering of the standard
of life, that of a real socialist vie-
tory in Russia, 1917, and of falla-
cious, apparent socialist successes
as in Germany and some other
countries where some social demo-
crats were just made use of, to tide
over the worst difficulties of bank-
rupt states and were driven out
when no more wanted by the reac-
tionary parties. Russia also passes
from rudimentary stages of social-
ism to the crudest State despotism
with an intensified bureaucracy
which either absorbs or extermi-
nates the early socialist elements
nominally still called ‘communists.’
This gradation in authority which
in Russia has not yet reached its
fullest height in 20 years, reached
full proportion in Italy by 1922,
then in 1926, and in Germany in
1932, 1933, whilst it was and is
endemic in most parts of Central
and South Eastern Europe, rang-
ing in the south from Greece to
Portugal. Social herds of this evil
became from the first the commu-
nist parties of all countries which
played havoec with all ethical
forms of socialism, infected not a
few of the weaker minds of syndi-
calists and anarchists, and which
have now for some years been
worming themselves into most of
the radical and humanitarian mil-
ieus — to their great detriment and
to their shame, as this is mainly
due to their great lack of initiative,
and application. So the anti-fascist
movements are made subservient
to the cause of the revarnished
Statism, labelled “ Communism':
this means lead in their wings
from the beginning and forms a
cruel part of the present tragedy
in Spain.
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PRESENTATION OF THE FILM—

OVER SPAIN"

at the

PRINCE OF WALES PUBLIC BATHS,
PRINCE OF WALES RD., KENTISH TOWN, N.W.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 21, 1937

at 7 pm. and 9 p.m.

VICTIMS

GIVEN IN AID OF THE ORPHAN CHILDREN
OF THE REBELLION

IN SPAIN

Tickets, price 6d. each, may be obtained from:
“Care BLEU,” 40, Old Compton Street, W.1.
H. SADLER, 2, Malden Crescent, N.W.1.

“ SPAIN AND THE WORLD,”

or at the door on the evening.
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