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The mass strike cannot be
conjured out of nothing cven
by the leaders of the strong-
est Socialist Party....in one
way or another mass strikes
are the product of the workers
who take part in them.
ROSA LUXEMBURG
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Threepence

- this leads to some interest-
ins of thought. If it is recog-
that it has always been merely
er of time before Russia had
Bomb. then some of the argu-
fused against the Rosenbergs
ance are obviously meaning-

remember that President
ower maintained that the
5 of the Rosenbergs in helping
§s atomic secrets to Russia
thave brought death and suf-
o untold thousands of people.
Jhowever, by the mental shrugs
have greeted Malenkov's glad
. we see that atomic experts
merica have all alongwbeen re-
ed to the fact that sooner or
the Russians would develop
vdrogen bomb anywayv—pre-
ly with or without the help
By of thair various spies.

also throws into sharper relief
utility of the notions about

erence tables of the world. It
es obviouslv suicidal the re-
ement programmes of the
feut” nations of ‘the world. which
only lead to a lunatic competi-
on both sides to get ahead of
g other. and conjures up a vision
practical and possible destruction
D & scale so vast that it transcends
e imagination of normal human
Peings. .
The hydrogen bomb as already
aimed by America has a destruc-
Live radius of one hundred miles. In
Britain that would meun that such
bomb dropped on London would
troy not only the biggest city in
he world but the whole of South-
i ast England as well, reaching as
\ ar us Birmingham in the Midlands.
A Some yeurs back Sir Frank Whit-
tle. inventor of the jet-engine, told
us that six atom bombs strategically
dropped on Brituin would be
- enough. in view of our concentrated
-
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ptiating from strength™ at the

industrial centres, to knock us out
of any future war. He was referring
to the “ordinary” uranium bomb,
which was just a toy compared with
the improved .versions now avail-
able.

Six hydrogen bombs would be
sufficient not merely to destroy this
country’s industrial potential but to
blanket ot life on these islands
completely.

Now it may be said that the pros-
pect of atomic warfare is so ghastly
that no nation would dare to begin
a conflict that could develop on
those lines. We are reminded of the
poison gas that was not used in
the last war. But we see that the
immediate reaction of at least some
sections of American opinion has
been to call for still further develop-
ment by the US. of its atomic
weapons to keep it ahead. And we
see too tHat the possibility of Britain
having, outstripped America with
atomic war potential (the new super
weapons that Sir William Penny is
going to test next October in
Australia) has made the U.S. Gov-

MALENKOV’S BOMB

E announcement by Malenkov that R}ssia. too, has the hydrogen
L bomb seems to have come as no great surprise to the leaders of thie
Although a certain scepticism has been expressed as to whether or
falenkov's anmouncement was a piece of bluff. supposedly knowledge-
people this side of the iron curtain have hastened to add that nobody
ved that Russia was incapable of producing the particular weapon.

These men—if they are still men
—are committed to the path of State
power and would regard as weak-
ness the pleas of ordinary men and
women to stop before it is too late.

So it is on the ordinary men and
women that the responsibility finally
lies. And that ordinary people may
not be so blind as the leaders of
States is hinted at by a columnist in
the London MNews Chronicle for
August 10. He writes:

“To the man in the street the
case for a preventive war loses
any little attraction it may have
had and the case for keeping out
of war at all costs enhances its
appeal.”

To keep out of wars, however, en-
tails keeping out of the way of the
State, and while the State retains the
initiative and the power it continu-
ally attempts to bend us to its will
and ““war is the health of the
State™

If the man in the street wants to
keep out of war he’ll have to do
more than wish for peace. He will
have to consciously work towards
the abolition of the social systems
and institutions which 'will destroy
him if he doesn’t destroy them first.

WILL THE ELECTRICANS STRIKE?

TMPLOYERS of electrical workers on

contract work have turned down an
Electrical Trades Union demand for a
“substantial” wage increase.

The union is now pressing for a re-
consideration of their demand and is
threatening strike action unless negotia-
tions are re-opened.

45.000 workers who do the interior
wiring on building sites will be involved.
and the dead-line has been set for
August 24.

Knowing the employers, we guess that
they will agree to re-open negotiations,
wailing until just before the E.-T.U. time-
limit expires, and will then drag out
discussions as long as they can, when
they will offer an increase of about one
quarter of the union’s claim. Knowing
the unions we guess that this will be
accepted wilh relief, since direct action
(and having to pay out strike pay) will
have been avoided.

Whatever the union leadership may
think about it, however, it is plain that
the rank and file are taking the business
seriously. Following a meeting at Hyde
Park last Monday, 2,000 E.T.U. members
marched through the West End of Lon-
don to the headquarters of the employers’
federation.

Six of their number had been chosen
to form a delegation to go into the
building and , present to the bosses
representative the men’s demand for a
“substantial” increase.

But the employers would not see the
delegation. which naturally incensed the
assembled workers, who took the snub
as a declaration of war. The general
feeling seemed to be that if the employers
want trouble—they’ll get it!

And it seems that the employers are
preparing for a showdown, for no at-
tempt has so far been made by them to
renew the contracls and agreements that
are shortly due to run out. It may be
that instead of simply striking, the elec-
tricians will be faced by a lock-out.

If they try this, the employers may be
in for_ a surprise, for last Monday, 17
Ministry of Works depots were brought
to a standstill when none were expected
to be affected at all. If battle is joined,
we may find the electricians putting up
one of the biggest and most militant
fights that we have seen since the war.

Police Brutality in Ameriea

The Eriec County (N.Y.) Civil Liberties
Committee is investigating claims of
police brutality against Buftalo police-
men in the arrest of 24-year old James
P. Madden, charged with creating a dis-
turbance, resisting arrest. and use of pro-
fanity. According to eye-witness stories,
reported in the Buffalo Courier-Express,
Madden was beaten with nightsticks
while handcuffed and unable to defend
himself. Physicians at Emergency Hos-
pital, according to the newspapers, used
13 sutures to sew up his face and head
wounds. —(Indusirial Worker).

ernment begin to change its policy
towards the secrecy existing between
the scientists of the two- countries.

But we do not see much sign of
a realisation that what must be done
i1s not—most definitely not—further
development of these weapons, but
a reversal of the whole crazy busi-
ness, aiming at the complete destruc-
tion of armaments before they
destroy the entire human race.

But can we expect the leaders of
the powerful nations to act in this
direction? It seems hardly likely.
Malenkov. leader of the world-wide
political organisation which claims
to stand for peace, boasts of his
country’s possession of a horror
weapon—and is cheered by the as-
sembled Supreme Soviet—no less
than Churchill boasts of British
bombs and Eisenhower of Ameri-
can.

CHIPYARD workers on Wearside have
buen shuken by a recent decision at
uoderiand County Court on a claim for
damiges by o shipyard workers against
his employers.
¢ worker's finger was injured by a
e operated by Frederick Greenhow,
d when the cmployers— Pickersgill’'s—
cre sued for neghgence they denied
sponsibility and brought in Grecnhow
as a third pariy.

Judgment was given against the firm
for £110 damages. but an order was
mude that they showid recover the
muney from Greenhow at the raie of €1
a month, This will take nearly 10 years

to pay ofl. o

-

=I shall he retired before I have paid
the fot off.” Greenhow said.

“If I had the option | wuuld rather
go lo prison than pay.” .

This, however should not be the alter-
native, for the 10.000 shipyard workers
on Wearside are now realising that wlpﬂ

happened 1o Greenhow happen to
any one of them. h
1 . F. Savage. sccretary o Wear

Confederation  of  Shipbuilding  and
agineering unions, said: “A most dis-
ing precedent has been established.™
other member of the Wear Con-
aid: “Men in the shipyards

2 because

SHOULD THE WORKERS PAY!

What. then are they going Lo do about
it? They can of course look to (he law
10 reverse the decision on Appeal, or
they can look to their own strength.

first action they should take is 1o
begin o work with extreme care—to
make sure nobody gets hurt, This will
undoubtedly slow down production con-
siderably, but since the employers have
established the principle of workers’
responsibility  for aceidents, they  will
have to put up with that .

Secondly, they should make sure that
every satety regulation is rigidly adhered
to-and should refuse 10 begin uny jub
vntil thst has been cheched und  put
right.

Tiurdly, on any job where accidents
are even possible. (hey should demand
danger moncy—uand back up their de-
mand by direcr action.

This should make the eniployers begin
to think difterently.  After all, they don't
ask the workers 10 share the prolits--
why should they share the losses?” No
worker wants to get inpured. and no
worker wants to injure his fellow-worker,
bul if in the course of using the boss's
machine. making [

sell to muaej prufits
body get {et
an oxcr+l'ud anh pay

grace.
It on
_— s 1o
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FOREIGN COMMENTARY

General Strike

HE general strike last week in
France which for more than

two days paralysed the nation’s
transport and communications is
noteworthy for its completeness and
for the fact that it appears, as in the
case of the E. Berlin strike, to have
been a spontaneous manifestation.
The decision to call a general strike
of postal workers came after the
“unexpected success of a local
postal workers’ strike in Bordeaux”,
which in its turn led to the calling
of a general State employees strike.
Reports disclose that that movement
had evidently been borne on a much
stronger current of discontent than
was expected. and had been exacer-
bated by the government’s known
intention tp raise the retirement age

in
argue that the early retiring age is
a compensation for modest salaries
and by nature of a contract which
the State has not the right to break.”

The strike was of inlerest too in
that it was not possible to charge the
Communists with having organised
it, for in fact the Communist led
C.G.T. has had to play a very
secondary role of following the lead
given by the Socialist Union Force
Ouvriere and the Catholic Unions
who between them control the
majority of the membership among
the postal workers and State em-
ployees. It is also significant of the
improvised nature of the strike that
the Socialist Party which might have

France

given considerable support to such
a movement was unable to do very
much since its, impoverished daily
organ lLe Populaire had found it
materially impossible to appear
during the summer holidays and had
closed down for the whole of
August.

As we go to press 2,000,000
strikers are returning to work. Only
the postal, telephone and telegraph
workers are continuing their strike.
But one main concession has been
won: namely that the retiring age
will not be raised. but those
employees who wish may continue
to work after the retiring age.

8% Continued on p. 4

for officials and Siate employees.
“This proposal—writes (he Man-
chester Guardian's Paris correspon-
dent—which the Government was
hoping to get through in decree form
during the holiday with the support
of those Frenchmen who do not
work [for the State, has evidently
provided the main driving force be-
hind the sirike movement. Defen-
ders of the ollicials und railwaymen

Bertrand Russcll Supports
Einstein’s Resistance Plea

Bertrand  Russell, in o letter to the
New York Fimes, his supported the posi-
tion 1aken by scientist Albert Einstein
that those being questioned by “*Senator
McCarthy's emissaries™ should refuse 10
testify,  Russcll, answering a Times edi-
torial, stated, “You seem (o maintain
that once should always obey the law,
however bad. 1 cannot think you have
realized the implications ol this position.”

SITUATION VACANT

Girimmest job 1s vacant: Joseph Fran-

bt ired after 14 years and 230
xecutioner uat Sing Sing

kil

ONCE again London Teansport has

decided to inerease fares. All the
usual protests have been made by local
borough councils, trade unions and pas-
senger organisations—and the uwsual
result has been the usunl inercase just
the same.

We think the time has come for a
little unusual protest. It's sbout time

BOYCOTT"

Londoncrs tricd the methods the Bar-
celona workers operated two years ago
when they boycotted the and
forced the fares down.

trams

A handbill has been prepared sug-
gesting  this,  Supplies arc  available
from Freedom Bookshop.

This is the leatlet that is being cir-
culated: —

LONDON TRANSPORT

on August 17

Londoners are fed up with being held to ransom by London

Transport.

Normal channels of objection to the forthcoming fares

increases have been used (o no avail

It is time the customers took action themselves.
@ WALK OR HITCH-HIKE TO WORK
@ FIND ALTERNATIVE MEANS OF TRANSPORT
@® REFUSE TO PAY INCREASED FARES‘

or simply

@ STAY AT HOME

Let London Trausport economise by cutting down on their executive

and other unproductive staff—e.g., the snoopers
travellers and L.T. workers alike.

who spy on

LET LONDON TRANSPORT KNOW WE'VE HAD ENOUGH !
% When Barcelona workers did this in 1951 they forced their tramway

company to cancel a fares increase.

We can do it too!
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FRE mass of Joan Meles &
L Lecws it s Souninv, and 2ven in
Sraoce ke does ot ovcupy BE true pos-
sea m e ouutivs of  Jibertarian
oroaphe.  His ceputation s thar of an
sariy  anuclermaal, Treetiuniker. His
wews on the Siate, amd his hatred for
Jimost s forms of aethemiy are not
crowe. His ~Tesias s Ands
aders. but itos am =d work only
CYpressing 3 Raif of whet was writen in
he Original wersior.

o

Mesiter was born in iaae ar Mazemy

S} g the Duchy of Raethel, His parenis
were ool poot. s father was a draper.

9 The fermiy had produted masy eccles-

- mBstics. some of whom Sad risea wo high

pesiicns iz the Church. But Meshizr had
mo wnse of voculion. and aithouzh pet
foroed ogainst Bis wul he had {dide em-
thusiism for the pricscaoad. He allowed

vouns cousin.  She was twenty-three and
he thiry-iwo. The housekeepers of
prissts should ail be elderly women, but
It was ar easv-going age in some things,
and robody bothered Meslier about his
liile (apse.

Suddzaly wverything  changed. Our
here is presentad 10 us as Tignorant. pre-
Sumpiuens. Very siubbom and opiniated.
a weaithy man who negiects the Church
hecause he has {00 much monev. He
interferes In things he does oot under-
stand and will not budge from his
vpinica once formed. He is very much
concernad with his own private affairs
and ts ipAniely negligent, but has a very
devout exierior iending to jansenism.*
His churek is in a piiable condition.”

This was m {716, Ia 1710 Archbishep
Le Teilier had died and his successor
was poi so friendly or indulgent to Mes-
lier. But this wouid hardly be sufficient
to explain such a change. There are
severzi storfes. a bitter quarrsl with the
iord of the manor. who seems to have
been a spieful and unpleasant person,

* 14 fashionable keresy of the day.

BOOK

himsali ¢ e pur e the Church o
piease hrs paredts. s b eis ws, and
20 deudi 2izo becduse he shared with
hern ke opimion tHal 1 WGES T2 wak
B Ifersoier. Motk phovabla. asd moee
bonourad. ihar thel of most men .

He studiad iz the saminary of Rhemms.
He was ordaised on the 184 December.
1883, a3d after severzl other posts was

given the parish of Exdpizoy in Decers-
ber (688, He was then tweniv-foour. He
remaiped there ull his death in 1729,
Hai all sone wall ke should have enjovad
a pleasapt ceopperabie and rather futile
existence. and Jdisd and been forgouem
ke so mpamy parish priesss. He bad a
cortain amowrnt of momey of his owo.
spart from b stipend se bhe was for
B class almos: rich. But roeble was

‘ Wwaiting round ihe corcer.
At Grst all wenr wele. We have a cer-
Din gumber of reports atowt im made

oy

bis superiers. For tweniy  yeass
put zood was sard of him He
i bhis Juires correctiy. De was even
sad for having some excellen: books
: There was oalv one fiv

bor it used verny uule
He had as s housekeeper a
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THE QUES1 FOR COMMUN-
ITIH, by Robert A, Nisbet,
(Oxford University Press, New
York. No price stated).

ESTK%XGEI\IE_\’T. alopeness. frustra-

0T, anxiety, insecurity. deracimation
or deiribalizaiion; loss of status, belong-
ing. membership. ard a coherent moral
ERrspecine: varuzs devaiued. sterilization
of social diversity, and functionless
nmalizgoz of the pasi: avocations of
relief iTom =mervous exhaustion. custodial
and redemptive agencies: familv. school
aed psychology reduced to the manufac-
wre of adiustment . . . This. in soms
of its most general aspects is the depress-

/
THE ANARCHIST CURE

though we only have the curé’s version.

\oltaire says that the atfair started
with the maltreatment of some pcasanis
by the seigneur de Touly. the local
squire. Meslier took the side of the
pecasants and refused to recommend de
Touly to the prayers of his parishioners,
as was the custom then.

Another version describes the feud as
having originated over a question of seat-
ing accommodation in the church. What-
ever the cause the maiter became a
miniature war, carried on. on de Touly’s
side at least, with all the bitterness of
men who live in isolated communitics.
have too little to do, and in consequence
see everything out of proportion. It was
the kind of thing portrayed for us in
lh; well-known novel “Clochemerle”. A
mixture of meanness and childishness
which is almost oo painful to be funny.

When the curé entered the pulpit one
Sunday his voice was suddenly drowned
by the raucous noies of hunting horns.
De Touly had stationed his huntsmen
just outside the church. with orders to
keqp on blowing tll Meslier gave up
irving to preach.

REVIEW

However the huntsmen did not come
the following Sunday and he took the
opportunity of attacking the seigneur by
name and then passing on to include the
cntre nobility in a splendid jeremiad.
He declared moreover that he did not
care what his superiors thought about his
opinions.

De Touly took the affair to the bishop,
but Meslier would not withdraw from
his position. However the nobleman
knew his ememy was vulnerabic. The
cousin had departed, and the priest, now
in his early fifties had for a servant a
voung girl of ecighteen. There was no
doubt at all that she was his companion.
and de Touly took great care 10 remind
the bishop that Meslier was “living in
sin™, This cost the unfortunate man a
month's “retreat”™ in the seminary, and
eventually he had 1o send his little friead
away.

His furv., as we can tell from his
writings, was terrible, but he had no
means of venung it publicly. He was
not the kind of man who takes a fancy
to martyrdom. He enjoyved his comforts.
and in any cus¢ a man of fifty used to
soft living and the pleasures of the flesh
cannot suddenly uproot himself. Being
a priest he was in that helpless condition
described by McCabe in “Twelve Years

FRYEYEEDOM
in a Monastery™,
' “The decree of lh.c Church gaes forth
aguinst the "apostate’.  He is excommuni-
cated——ursed in this life and the next—
and socially ostracised. if not slandered
He is ¢ast out 1o recommence life

socially and financially, in middle ugc;
perhaps he 13 homeless, friendless. and
resourceless . . . 7 He does not know
how to carn his living in any way except
as a priest. Meslicr therefure had only
one outlet open to him.  He could write,

When he died Ins colleagues found
among his pPOSSUSSIONS  an  cnormous
manuscript, with, on the paper in which
it was wrapped this uncompromising if
somewhat long-winded title,

“Memories thoughts and sentiments ©
Jean Meslicr on a part of the errors an
abuses ol the conduct of the governme
of men, wherein one may see clear a
evident demonstrations of the vanity &ng
falseness of all the gods and of all
religions of the world, addressed to
parishioners after his death, and to s&
as a witness 1o the (ruth to them an
all like them. {n testimonium illi
genribus. Math, X, 187

There were three, perhaps four, €
of this manuscript. In 1735 Voliai
tained a copy and published 2 mu

% Continued on
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ing picture of an age which Robert A.
Nisbet, professor of Sociology at the
University of California, Riverside
Campus. has chosen to analyze, finding
in #t, however, a positive and hopeful,
all-underlying trait which gives the title
to his book The Quest for Conunuiiiy.

“It in Renaissance thought,” he writes,
“it was the myth of reasonable man
which predominated; if in the e¢ighteenth
century it was natural man; and, in the
ninereenth ceniury, economic or political
man. it is by no means unlikely that for
our own age it is alienaied or mal-
adjusted man who will appear 10 later
historiaps as the key figure of twentieth-
century thought. Inmadequate man, in-
sufficient man. disenchanted man. as

ANARCHS OF THE GLEN

=~ A N curtrsex of zrparchy ia the High-
lmads”™ provides a promising siart
0 3 Fim versiom of Enc Liokiarar's novel
Eopacle Holl thar bas receatly been
ssomrrz wochousively as a2 second
fearmre m Loedoa. For that s how. an
the Alm, a rather worried-looking Prime
Mizister descmbes the refosal of Lax-
dale’s five motorists fo remew their Road-
Fund fiesnces unril the authores mend
toe road ghat (g ther ooy lmk by land
wrzh the omssde worid. Laxdale belag a
saall vilaee ar the tip of & peninsula
ibe Highiands of Scoiiand There fs5 2
sea conoexion as well but the village
wr is loo diapidazzd to ose, and n
rouzh weather e iecder canooi zet
ngside the steamer.
The Prime Miaster 5 Jdisiurbed
¥ by this direct action o send a
Zmentary defegation 10 investizale.
s iweader. Samue] Peiiigrew (Ravmond
ptlesrt. s a4 rmdiomaire furciure
apefacinrer who has worked his way
1he ?-uom, azd his solulen te
pr 5 10 write of the whole
s A 14 -

D

E siet 3il 1th
of 2 gew
I | W |

= ==
H_ Em
I

T

I =

industriai town where they cam work
in a faciery and live in rows of litile
housss. Bu: she prospect of giving up
their free-and-easy viliage life to become
industrial helots in a drab manufacturing
town is pot one that appeals to the vil-
Iagers, wha are a proud and independent
fot. As =a2n old fisherman puts it:
~Thinty miles from the sea! No river!
No hiils* I would as soon go to live
in Hell!'™

While the visitors are being honoured
with an af fresco performance of Mac-
berh, given by the local Thespians in the
torrential rain that seems to be as much
the norma! ciimat2 of the Highlands as
it is of the rest of Great Britain, a gang
of poachars from Glasgow are discovered
to be emptying the miver of its salmon.
The thearricals are abandoned in haste,
and the villagsrs go after the poachers.
In the kanle that follows the politicians.
anxious to milss po part of the Laxdale
way of life. find themselvas embroiled
pot oaly with the rival contenders for
fishing 1ighis bur also with the police,
who have chosen this [ime to make
another ineffsciual attempt 10 serve sum-
monses on the defaulting motorists. One
inadent provides an opportunity for
another member of the delegation, whose
Highland soitrm has made him pro-
Laxdale. to brnng a liitfe pressure 1o bear

on his leader. who duly announces that

has reconsidered the maiter.
The prigeipal actors include Ronaﬁi
Squires as thie Laird, Kathieen Ryan as
nis wife, and Kunasion Reeves as the
clergywan, and these are well
keaws t0 mosl moviegoers.
ig perhaps, but players of
rys. are the group
y NON c

terms, reflect a multitude of themes in
contemporary writing”. And he quotes
Berdvaev, Tovnbee, Ortega v Gasset,
catholic and protestant theologians,
sociologists, anihropologists and psychia-
trists, all siressing the same central fact
of loss of cnmmnnily,

The fact is fully exploited by totali-
tarian parties and states. They need the
unattached: atomized. amorphous, help-
less individual of the great urban centres,
the mass-man disciplined by the factory
and at the mercy of the first stimulus
when unemployed, the man with no pur-
pose or will of his own, the manipula-
table man. Where he does not exist they
ruthlessly create him. That is the real,
sinister aim behind the bid for indus-
trialization in so-called backward coun-
tries where Communism has triumphed,
Russia, China and Jugoslavia. To man
they have often themselves thus alienated,
frustrated or excluded from what was
his right place in a communily, they
promise unity and belonging. and bring
hope and fulfilment. It is not so much
economic and political realities that

j§ ==

“Ir is of no importance in this connec-
tion whether the absolute power of the
Srate is exercised by a king, a landed
aristocracy, bankers and manufaciurers,
professional  polilicians, soldiers, or a
random mgjority of vorers. li does nor
matier whether the right to govern is
hereditary or obiained with the consent
of the governed. A sense is absolute in
. the sense which 1 have in mind when it
claims a right 10 a manopoly of all the
force within the community, to make
war, 0 make peace, 10 conscript life, ro
rax. 1o establish and dis-establish pro-
perty, 1o define crimme, 1o punish dis-
obedience, 106 control education, to super-

vise the family, to regulate personal
bi 7 » censor opinions. The

¢ cluims all of these powers,

er of theory, there is no
in the size of rhe claim
js1s, fascists, and demo-
ing traces in the

rhat
goyern-
rights
At
end-
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account for the present widespread feel-
ing and belief that history moves in-
cluctably towards the hegemony of a
totalitarian creed and social structure as
this sense of moral coherence and com-
munal membership which totalitarian
party or siate can give (o those who have
become viclims of the sense of exclusion
from the ordinary channels of belonging
in society.

Not only the totalitarian state and
party, however. can give a sense of moral
meaning to the existence of millions,
otherwise onerous and empty. War also
shows to possess a community-making
property. Judging particularly from 2x-
periences of the last war, “society atiains
its maximum sense of organization and
community and ils most exalted sense
of moral purpose during the period of
war” (p.40). Thus the two phenomena
of totalitarianism and war work hand
in glove, and one [eads to the other.
But if anyone should think that the
spiritual cravings they both satisfy are
so great a boon that all their horrors
may therefore be forgotten or accepted
as an unavoidable price to be paid for
a future of lasting and universal happi-
ness. fet him reflect that with the unifi-
cation of the world In one single totali-
tarian state all wars will come to an
end, and with the end of wars all spirit-
ually binding and happiness-giving
qualities now inherent in the totalitarian
state and party will also come to an end.

The expression ‘“totalitarian state’ is
historically correct, but conceptually re-
dundant. Historically a staie is totali-
tarian when it has practically succeeded
in abolishing or controlling all other
forms of social relationship, but con-
ceptually a state that is not totalitarian
in its premised and intended arca of
authority is not a state. To those who
say to the anarchist that society is im-
possible without the siate, we may point
out, first that societies have existed for
centuries and millennia without state,
in the family, tribe, local community,
and other forms of association; second,
that the kinship origin of the state is in-
correct, and has therefore no biological
sanction; and, thirdly, that activities such
as the maintenance of hygienic condi-
tions or the prevention of c¢rime could
be carried out by bodies which. socially
but not politically dependent, would have
none of that slatal support without
which they are now thought 10 be im-
possible.

“If there is any single origin of the
institutional state, it is in the circum-
stances and relationships of war™, writes
Robert A. Nisbet (p.110), and after
giving a few significant illustrations, he
reilerates (p.119): “in historical terms the
State is the oulgrowth of war”. It is the
great merit of his book to stress that the
single most decisive influence responsible
for the evils of our age is not science,
nor lechnology, nor the city, not pro-
estantism, ravonalism or even capital-
ism, bul the rise and developmen: of the
centralized territorial state. To express
it emotionally : the State is the cnemy.

Whose enemy? Not of the indi\'iduql
h. for “the State grows on what it
the individual as it does on what
from competing social rclali_on-
labour union, profession,
and church” (p.256).
in modern poliucal

n. as is so often
ua], but

By almost all of the English liber
the nineteenth century freedom wa
ceived not merely in terms of imm
from the powers of political govera§
but, more significantly, in terms o
necessity of man's release from cus
tradition, and local groups of every
Freedom was held to lie in emanc)
from association, not within nssocial
(p.228). Thus individualist theories
rebellion against society, and st
from Rousseau, led more than any
else to invest the State with mystical
absolute power. Now “all frecdom
the words of Lord Actom, “consists
radice’ in the preservation of an 1
sphere exempt from State power ;¥
our author aptly comments:
recognize the role of privacy and
imporiance of autonomies of choice |
be forced to recognize also the cr
problem of the contexts of privacy &
personal choice. For man does 0
cannot, live alone. His {reedom is
social, not biologically derived proces
(p.246). The anarchist who has &
abstract a notion of freedom may 1
reminded of Montesquieu’s warning
“The only safeguard against power I
rival power’. or of Lamennais’ words:
“Who says libertv, says association™
“As a philosophy of means. individual-
ism is now not merely theoretically in-
adequate; it has become tragically irre-
levant, even intolerable™ (p.245). The
practical answer to the problem is given
by Proudhon: “Mulliply your associa-
tions and be free”.

Two other assumptions that nol in-
trequently recur in anarchist thought and
which the author proves to be miscon-
ceplions are lhe insistence upon making
the irrational and the evil interpenetrat-
ing essences of one another (p.195-6),
and the “perspective of moral philosophy
that makes all evil a mere reversion to
the past, as though there were some in-
cvitable link between time and moral
states™ (pl97).

Professor Robert A. Nisbet is not an
anarchist. Beside the labour union and
the co-operative. he relies on the en-
lightened industrial community “as real
defences against political invasions of
economic freedom™ (p.240). The remedy
he suggests is a new laisses-jaire whose
prime objective would be to create con-
ditions within which autonomous groups
may prosper (p.278). | gather he relies
on enlightened statesmen for the carry-
ing out of the policy of his new laissez-
faire. He does not want to do away
with the State, but the State he has in
mind is onc “thal sccks 10 maintain a
pluralism of functions and loyalties in
the lives of its people . . . that seeks to
diversify and decentralize its own admin-
istrative operations and to relate these
as closely as possible to the forms of
spontancous association that seeks
culiural diversity, not uniformity . . .
and thai recognizes that the claims of
freedom and culiural auwtonomy will
never have recognition until the great
majoriiy of individuals in society have a
sense of cultural membership in the sig-
nificant and meaningful relationships of
kinship, religion, occupation, profession,
and locality™ (p.283). How any exisl-
ence state will endeavour to answer this
description the author does not tell. but
maybe this description is not as utopian
as it seems. Without a miracle, and 12
particular without the miraclefof 3
revolution. anarchists may well auspicate
if not positively work for a state of this
description as the first historicaliy pos-
sible large-scale step in the direction 9f
a fully anarchist society.

Glovasv Bapitr!
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ON MUSICAL
EDUCATION

AN agency report from Vienna
states that:

“The City of Vienna has made
obligawiory for students to visit
werts and operas in the future.
In an apparent effort to stir up a
gier interest in music among the
ents, the city fathers have allot-
a considerable amount of money
wpecial opera performances and
erts which the students are (0
as part of their general edu-
1.

jldes these free-of-charge per-
1ces, tickets at sharply reduced
will be available for students,
is 1o widen their musical
dge, with the city government
b the difference.”

5 difficult for the writer of this
) to be completely objective
appraisal of the experiment.
imagine that the progressive
10nists among our readers will
heir hands in horror at this
le of compulsion; we can
that others will recall their
childhood when they were
to practise every day some
tune as the “Bluebells of
ind” on the upright piano, the
or the cornet. while their
. were set on playing hop-
Lar marbles wih the kids from
d the corner. And yet there
1so be those among our read-
‘hose parents could not stand
pervous strain of listening to
jtial birth pangs of their future
hin or Solomon and who soon
mbed to the youthful entreaties
- they were more suited to ball-
s than to Bach. And the piano
me part of the furniture, a kind
mantlepiece adorned by photos
relatives, and souvenirs from
ighton and Boulogne-sur-Mer.
ow many of those readers, in
julthood, have not had pangs of
gret in retrospect, who have not
Bought it might have been a good
aing if their parents had insisted a
ttle more in the initial stages of
heir musical education?

The educationists who hold the
ew thal the child must be entirely
ee to do as he wishes at school,
ncluding the choice of the classes
e will attend and those he will
“cut”, seem o us to place a too
real responsibility on the under-
landing and foresight of an imma-
ture human being. It seems to us
that such an attitude does not take
into account the growing difliculties
in later life for acquiring new skills
i and absorbing busic knowledge.
I (One has only to compare the diffi-
culties an adult experiences in learn-
1 ing languages with the facility with
i which a young child will acquire a
working vocabulary in whatever sur

¢ Gunmen were

R. PECK issued a statement last week
about the shooting incident on the
Spanish [rontier in which his wife was
killed and he was seriously injured
(FREEDOM 8/8/53). He made the point
that the men were identically dressed
and were carrying sub-machine guns.
“It struck me—he stated—that they were
not so much bandils us members of «
uniformed force'” (our Halics). One of
the men put his head through the pas-
senger window and lifted out the doctor’s
camera . (It should be noted that no
property was stolen (rom the car). The
man who took the camera then “‘stepped
back and gave a signal which I took to
indicate that 1 was to drive on. When
he pave this signal 1 feel convinced 1
made no mistake because the last words

Spanish Frontier Shooting Incident

members of a

Uniformed Force”

around the next corner and the bullets
stopped.”

Elsewhere we have read that mulitary
manceuvres had been held in the area.
Might the shooting not have been in fact
the work of some zealous soldiers and
that (he Spanish government has found
it much more convenient {o put the
blame on ‘“‘anarchist bandits”?

Explosion in Barcelona

BARCELONA, Aug. 5 (A.P.)—Four
workers were killed and two others are
believed to bave died in an explosion at
the printing plant of a local morning
paper, La Vanguardia. The cause of the
explosion was not immediately known.
The damage is believed to be heavy.

DIVIDE AND RULE IN KENYA

TWO interesting points wese made by

the Commander-in-Chief East Africa,
General Erskine at a press conference in
Nairobi last week.

The first was: “I am not sure the
world realises that one of the most im-
portant things we are dealing with is a
Kikuyu civil war, in which Mau Mau
are fighting loyalists. It was the duty
of the security forces to give the loyalists
ail possible help and support, moral as
well as material.”

The second was a warning 10 Kikuyu:
“l must warn waverers both in the re-
serves and in seltled areas who sit on the
fence and go down as it suits them on
one side or the other that the time has
come when it is not good enough to do
nothing. There are too many playing
a double game and a waiting game. ['ve
no doubt some support both sides.” it
might take a considerable time to settle
this matter and “get the Kikuyu tribe
under loyal leadership.”

of my wile were. ‘They want us {o go
on. Hurey.' [ had not stopped the
engine, so engaged gear and drove on.
We had not gone far when 1 heard the
splutter  of machine-gun bullets. My
wife toppled over in her seat and a
bullet went through my left hand as 1
changed gear, The windscreen was
shattered by bullets and 1 held my head
out of the window because 1 could not
see through the screen. [ suppose this
saved my life because I had noi only the
other side of the car between me and the
bullets, but also the back and side pillar.

“The firing continued and } received
two bullets in the left arm, one in the
jaw as [ turned to see what had happened
to my wife, one in the back, and onc
which took a neat circle out of the lobe
of my left ear. 1 managed to get the car

Chinese Revolt against Land Reform

A DIRECTIVE recently sent out by

the Central-South China Communist
Bureau to the thousands of rural cadres
scattered all over China’s richest grain-
growing provinces, ordering them “hum-
bly to learn from the peasanis and
exert more effort in working with them”
marks a complete change in the Com-
munists' land reform policy.

Coupted with other events in the past
eight months, it means that peasant resis-
tance has compelled the Communists, if
not to discard. at least to suspend impor-
tant fealures of their agrarian policy.

During 1952 great publicity was given
to the formaltion by the cadres of mutual
ald teams and co-operative groups—in
which the peasants would pool their

land, labour, tools and catile to enhance
production—the whole system being de-
signed to lead up to collectivisation of
all land, At the end of the year three-
quarters of the peasanls were said (o
have been combined in these teams and
groups.

The new directive frankly admits that
the rural cadres know nothing about
farming (they are mostly students, chosen
for their proficiency in Communist dog-
ma) and thal they must “learn from the
peasants with the attitude of a primary
school studenl.” Only thus will it be
possible to guide them gently to the
merits of collective farming and “realise
this year's grain production.”

—(Observer, 9/8/53).

The first statement shows that il has
not taken long for the British to use the
“divide and cule” tactic to further their
own cnds. And they now stand before
world opinion. innocence personified, us
the defenders of moderate Africans
agatnst the excesses of African terrorists.
They tried to put over that line in India
and Palestine, though it was they who
created the internal strife in those coun-
tries.

And in his warnimg to the Kikuyus
General Erskine lets the cat out of the
bag. Africans in Kenya must not be
neutral: they must either be with us or
against us. It is a Hobson's choice, be-
cause in fact only Africans who play
Britain's game and fight those Africans
who are not playing that game can hope
to cscape the concentration camp, two
minute justice (FREEDOM, 1/8/53) or a
stray bullet.

In Nairobi alone 309 African *‘sus-
pects” were arrested in the past mionth
and between July 16 and 2J, 7,255
Alricans had been arrcsted by troops and
police.

“Altogether good progress has been
made in the right direction—declared the
General—but there 1s plenty of work still
to be done™, and some idea of the iask
facing these disinterested liberators is
given by the admission that the General
had advised the Government to draw up
plans for a larger police force to deal
with emergency tasks on a rhree year
basis, though he hastened to add that it
did not signify he believed that the emer-
gency would necessarily continue that
long.

Perhaps we shall soon hear of rein-
forcements being sent from Korea (o
liberate the Africans of Kenya. After
all killing off the opposition is one way
of achieving unity is it not?

version in 1762, He cut out all the
libertarian and revolutionary sentiments,
being himself a bourgeois and a statist,
and restricled the edition to the free-
thought and anticlerical sections. The
complete text has only once been pub-
lished, in 1864 at Amsterdam in three
volumes.

[t horrified those who discovered it,
and jt is amazing that the manuscript
was not destroyed on the spot. Mes-
lier's colleagues were so upset that they
did not even allow his death to appear
in the parish register. He was thus ban-
ished after a fashion from the Christian
community.

The book is not the product of a calm
and peaceable mind seeking to reveal the
truth. There is evidence that Meslier
had always been an unbeliever, even an
atheist, but he had restricted his atheism
to occasional witly sallies when in the
society of educated men. He had always
performed his priest’s duties faithfully,
without (oo much ritwal or ceremony.
But the situation was different zow. The
book is a cry of revolt, a furious on-
slaught on ail established authority.

What is the theme of the work? Jt
is that religion jis the support of tyranny.
Religion is not only a lie. It also stands
for oppression, “Religion and politics

. understand each other like two cul-
purses, Political governmeni upholds
religion, however silly and useless it may
be.”  Such is “the source of all the ills
that overwhelm mankind, and of all the
impostures which hold them unhappy
prisoners of error, and of the falseness

roundings he finds himself).
t I Many adults also perpetuate the
| idea that we are not all born with a
*“musical ear”. We have no scien-
tific proof at hand to contradict this
view, but we suspect that it is ons
of those old-wives’ tales that die
hard, and an adult creation, to
justify their own shortcomings; an
easy way out of the problem of what
to do about the musical education
of their own children.

The problem as we see it is not

that some children are born with an
“ear for music”—or for lunguages.
The delight of very young children

overwhelming desire to acquire the
indicate their receptiveness.

been lacking in lheﬁusl has
n the ability—or ‘perhaps  the
tanding — of paren and

interest the child.

Q
-

in musical nursery rhymes, and their

bifity to express themselves, clearly  wrong we think the fact remains
What

to teach subjects in a way
To
hild  practise scales for
without giving it an

THE ANARCHIST CURE = cCostiuci irom p. 2

of superstition as well as of the tyran-
nical laws of the great ones of the carth.”
That is why Meslier made his own the
wish that he had heard from “a man
who, without education nevertheless had
much sense: ‘1 wish,” said he ‘that all
tyrants could be hanged with the bowels
of the priests’.”

No other writer of the eighteenth cen-
tury wrote with such violence against
rovalty, No king pleased Meslier, not
even Henry 1V, whose praises Voltaire
was to sing later on. “Where,” he de-
mands, “are those generous murderers of
tyrants that existed in past centuries?
Where are the Brutuses and the Cas-
siuses? Where are the noble murderers
of Caligula and so many others? . . .
Where are the Jacques Clements and the
Ravaillacs of France? Why don't they
come in our day to butcher or stab all
these detestable monsters and e¢nemies
of the human race, and to deliver by
this means the peoples from their
tyranny? But no, they no longer live,
these great men! ... "

“The first monarchies,” he wrole else-

where, “were gatherings of bandits,
pirates, and thieves.” The same with the
nobles. “The first were bloodthirsty

folk, cruel oppressors, and parricides.”
Without justification to start with their
reign has shown no justification since.
They are parasites, as are their servants
the bureaucracy, “all these officers of
princes and kings, all these haughty in-
tendants and governors of towns or pro-
vinces, all thesec proud tax- and tithe-
colleclors, oflice clerks and bureaucrats,
and finally all these conceited prelates

1

es {  But even so,

P of skills of all

kinds therc is always in the early
stages a period of--let us call it
—boredom. 1t is in fact the critical
period for, once overcome, real pro-
gress and mastery can be achieved.
The question then is: should the
child be left to its own devices ut
this critical period, and those who
succeed will go on, the others con-
demned because they have *“no car”
or *“no ability”; or should they be
wisely—yes, and perhaps firmly! —
guided through the critical period?
Whether this (personal rather than
editorial) viewpoint is right or

thut a problem does exist which
needs a solution,

Without such a soluion that wise
French saying: "% jeunesse savai,
st vieillesse pouvait”™* originally ex-
pressed, we believe, in a much more
intimate context, could equally be
applied to our musical and linwslic
problems!

and ecclesiastics, as well as all these
gentlemen, ladies, and misses, who do
nothing but enjoy themselves and have
a good time, while you other poor folk
have to work day and night, and carry
aJl the weight of the yoke, and are
loaded wilh all the burden of the State.”

It is not only against the ruling class
that Meslicr launches his attack, and
against whom he calls upon the pcoples
of Burope to unite in revolt, but it is
ulso against cven the pelly functionaries
of the State. Not only the lawyers and
Judges, the men of justice, of “injustice”
as he always put it, but also “the clerks,

the comptrollers, the gendarmes, the
guards, the sergeants. the ushers, the
bailitl’s men”, and other “canaille”. [t

is the bilterness of the poor that speaks
through the pen of the anarchist curé.

He knew (heir misery. “All that,” he
says, referring o religious cesemonies,
“will not produce a single grain of
wheat all that is not worth while one
single stroke of the hoc that a mapual
worker gives to the soi} ta cultivate o."”
But he was afso aware shat this misery
was the product of the institution of
privite property. en uppr vach
Bne their parlicular s

]

of the
in

‘goods . ..

that he mecans socially not biologically.
“They all have equally the right to live
and walk on the earth, equally the right
to enjoy there their natural liberty, and
to have their equal part of the goods
of the earth, in working usefully every-
one will have the things that are neces-
sary to life.”

He applied his communism to the re-
Jations of the sexes too. "lf men did
not render marriages indissoluble as they
now do, and if on the contrary they left
always both the liberty to join together,
cach partner following their own inclina-
tion, and the liberty to separate when
they could not get on together, or when
their feclings prompted them to form
some new alliance, one certainly would
not see so much disorder and discussion
between the sexes. They would have
their pleasures peacefully and contented-
ly. because it would always be good
comradeship that would be the principle
motive of their union, and it would be
a great benefit for them as well as for
the children, who would be provided for

from the public and communal

)

Meslier's ideal was a society built up
of peasant communes. the land of each
being held in common, linked by agree-
ments for mutual benefit. He did not
go to the books of the philosophers nor
to the account of travels among savage
peoples. He based his utopia on the
peasant communities that he saw around
him, the outlines of whose organisation
were still visible, crushed out of all shape
though they might be by the existing
social system. His ideal socicty was the
dream of the people among whom he
lived. The problem of the towns he
dealt with very cursorily. He did not
speak of industry and the urban artisan
class, and commerce of course had no
place in his commonwealth, being re-
duced simply to one community helping
another in case of need,

His neglect of industry is all the more
remarkable since there was already, a
short distance from Etrépigny, the im-
portant drapery works of Sedan. Strikes
broke out among the cloth cutters, in
1712, 1713, and 1729, the year of the
death of Meslier. They made consider-
able stir, The most important was that
of 1712, 12,000 workers found themselves
out of work because ol 400 culters who
were on strike. It scems probable that
he identified towns with centralisation
and the State which he so detested.

Anyway there was no room for the
State in the society he propuosed. The
only form of authority he would permit
was the moral authority of older or
more  eaperienced  people. That  this
authorty could also be 1yrannical he
may have realised, but he thought it in-
evitable.  Apart from this however his
ideas would be consdered oo advanced
vven to-day by most people, excepl
anarchists,

He was ceriainly (0o much for Volitaire
nanity a great disservice by

bowdlerising Meslier's book and even
altering the sense of the excerpts he
made. For Voltaire, as for the other
“philosophes” the Suate was accepted as
a matter of course. Most of them did
not go as far as atheism either, Voltaire
himself being a deist.

But  what distinguishes  Meslier's
“Testament” from so many other social
writings of the cighteenth century is his
call for action, and for revolution. His
book is addressed to his parishioners,
and it invites them to act at once, to
start the building of a free society with-
out waiting for others to do it for them.

“Your salvation is in your own hands.
Your deliverance does not depend on
anyone but yourselves . . . Unite then,
peoples of the world, if you are wise;
unite then, if you have any spirit, to
deftver yourselves from your common
miseries. Start first of all by communi-
cating secretly your thoughts and desires.
Spread everywhere and as cleverly as
you can writings similar to this for ex-
ample, which may let all the world know
the falseness of the errors and super-
stitions of Religion which makes for the
odious tyrannical government of the
Princes and Kings of the earth. Take
into your own hands all these riches and
all these goods that you make so abun-
dantly in the sweat of your bodies, keep
them for vourselves and those like you.
Don’t give anything to those proud and
useless people, weaklings who do nothing
useful in the world . .. 7

Here is no empty rhetorical cutburst.
Here is a plan for revolution. There s
no question of taking over the State,
but simply of pushing it on one side.

This anarchist message never got as
far as the parishioners of Etrépigny, nor
of anywhere else. The bourgeoisie who
circulated the “Testament™ took care 10
edit it to their taste. But Meslier was
not deprived of his vengeance, and when
the peasants, during the course of the
Revolution, rose and desiroyed for ever
the power of the feudal lords, they
obeyed without knowing it the call that
he had wanted them to hear sixty years
before.

What makes Meslier's “Testament™ so
attractive is that mstead of starting off
from philosophy. or from some idealised
conception of man “in a state of nature”.
he based his theories on men as he knew
them., He did net maintain that men
were naturally possessed of a  super-
human goodness. He considered that
certain men are by temperament inclined
to “imperious and tyrannical domina-
tion™, and that others are “wiser and
better intentioned”. But he also knew
that the moral complexity of men need
not prevent the life of the community
from being on the whole a happy one.
This realistic view makes his book more
convincing than most of the authoritar-
1an utopias of his day. in which everyvone
being but a cog in the machine could
hardly fail 10 b2 virtuows.

ARTHUR W, Uoti,



Describing it as  “one of

the New

posing to take ‘‘in
interest” are unacceptable.

to do things for themselves.
observer has put it:

political it was partly successful.”
*
BARREL BARRICADES IN

FRANCE AND
SWITZERLAND

the
shortest and most elfective strikes
the country hus seen in many years”
York Herald Tribune
(Paris edition 10/8/53) points out
that the returned workers are never-
theless ready to resume the strike if
the meusures the government is pro-
the npational
The
communists have attempted to take
control of the strike but their efforts
to keep the workers out. for in-
stance. have been disregarded. This
is far from indicating that the strike
has fizzled out. The impression one
gets is that the workers are begin-
ning to realise that they have been
badly served by the politicians in
past strikes and that now they have
As one

T may be true that the barricades
have been relegated to a distant
romantic past in revolutionary his-
tory. Yet the wine growers in the
Languedoc region in South West
France and their counterparts in
Saxon, Switzerland could think of

no better way of drawing attention

wine barrels!

!
I
h
|
f

to their difficulties than by barri-
cading the roads in the former case
and the raillway entrance to the
Simplon Tunnel in the latter, with
The Frenchmen have
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“The whole strength of the strike
lay in the fact that it was non-
political and because it was non-

FOREIGN COMMENTARY o coniinued from p. 1

BARREL BARRICADES

prepared circulars which explain
their grievances to the motorists held
up by the bagrel barricades. and
with commendable savoir faire they
have had the torethought of holding
“open house™ in the co-operative
cellars of the town. where incon-
venienced motorists will be invited
to sumple les vins du pays without
charge. Thus the innocent viciims
of the barrel barricades will be more
than compensated for the trouble to
which they have been put: one can
even imagine wine-sturved English
tourists encouraging the extension
of such strikes to other wine grow-
ing regions as well!

The problem of the wine growers
is obviously a serious one. In
France more than one and a half
million people are engaged in the
wine industry, and the economy of
whole regions is directly linked up
with wine prices. The problem in
this strike area between the Rhone
and the Pyrenees is that it produces
most of France’s cheap wine, and
that preduction exceeds consump-
tion. The growers maintain that the
government should buy up the sur-
plus millions of gallons. and this the
government refuses to do.  As these
cheap wines are probablyv unsuitable
for export. and the French nation
leads the world’s statistics for alco-
holism and Frenchmen should not
be encouraged to drink more than
they already do, the obvious solu-
tion would be to reduce the area
under vine cultivation. But such aa
obvious solution would require a
mental and economic -revolution,
and as Monsieur Laniel, the Prime
Minister, had occasion to say earlier
in the week, “France is not ripe for
anarchy”. LIBERTARIAN.

SITUATION VACANT
CHIEF OFFICER (PRISONS) required
by the Government of Kenva for one
tour of two yvears with possible extension.
Commencing salary, etc., according to
previous experience in scale £767 rising
to £1,092 a year. Gratuity (at least £162
after two vears’ service) payable on satis-
factory final completion of service.

" Quifit allowance £30. Uniform allow-

ance £10 a year. Free passages. Liberal
leave on full salary. Candidates, aged
25-40. should be UNMARRIED, of good
education and physique. at least 5ft. 7in,,
and have normal vision withcut glasses.
Previous Prisons service not essential.
Write to the Crown agents, 4, Millbank,
London, S.W.1. State age. name in block
letters, full qualifications and experience
and quote M1/32891/NA.
—Ad. in News Chronicle 31/7/53.
Average wage for African worker in
Kenya: 12s. 2 month.

Mutual Aid

NEW DELH{f (W.P.)—Almost 25,000
people have offered to give voluntary,
unpaid service in different fields to help
build up India’s economic strength, social
health, education, relief, and community
recreation, This service to the nation is
performed without regard for caste,
creed. or political affiliation.

LETTERS TO THE EDITORS
THE DRAGON & THE UNICORN

A correspondent writes .

I read The Dragon and the Unicorn
by Kenneth Rexroth over two years ago,
and did not find it deserving all the un-
qualificd praise George Woodcock be-
stows upon it. 1 certainly should not
describe it as a poem for free men, ex-
cept perhaps in the sense thal Celine’s
“Voyage au boul de la nuit™ or Miller’s
“Tropic of Capricorn™ can be described
as novels for free men., George Wood-
cock hopes “that some European aovar-
chists at least will read and think over
his (Rexroth's) comments on their lack
of touch with reality”. Here are the
comments (a fair instance of the general
poetical level of the book):

The London Anarchist Group
Like a debating club at an
Exclusive Kansas private school.
Emma Goldman said, years ago,
“You're not British anarchists,
You're just British'.

The whole is

apologize for not having made it
clear.

(11). Speaking of leaders in Russia and
in the Soviet “glacis' having develop-
ed a bad conscience | wanted to
remind the readers that they also
are human. They would be super-
human if they could always govern
their actions according to expe-
dieocy, and give ground with the
firm intention of retrieving it when
it is the right moment. The time
comes from them, too, when expe-
diency is no longer expedient, and
when, on giving more and more
ground. the hope of a right moment
in which to retrieve it becomes less
and less. The government that pre-
ceded the French and the Bolshevik
revolutions also started to give
ground with the firm intention of re-
trieving it at the right moment, but
the right moment never came. When
things go wrong governments begin
to doubt of their being in the right,
of having history or the gods on
their side. and that is what | meant
by a bad conscience.

GIOVANNI BALDELLIL
Southampton, Aug. 2

sandwiched between
“The Chelsea set”. and “A blonde bar-
rage balloon™. Considering we heard
Emma Goldman's quotation years ago.
and that none of us has been privileged
to see what a debating club at an ex-
clusive Kansas private school looks like,
I fail to see what an European anarchist
has to think over Kenneth Rexroth's
comments, even supposing that the Lon-
don Anarchist Group may lack touch
with reality.

Communist Pressure on Wives
of Korean P.o.W.

Mrs. Elizabeth McKell. of Nitshill
Road. Glasgow. whose husband is among
the British prisoners released in Korea.
said yesterday that during the two and a
half years of her husband’s captivity
Communists pestered her to alter her
political views. They made vague
promises of “looking after” him, but
she told them that she saw no reason
for changing her political beliefs just

UNPREDICTABLE MAN

Re. your notes on my article “Unpre-

dictable Man” (FREEDOM. Aug. 1).

(I). Speaking of loss of faith on the part
of the totalitarians 1 had in mind
totalitarians both on this and the
other side of the Iron Curtain, 1

E. A. GUTKIND

The Expanding Environment
The End of Cities — The Rise of Communities

In this essay Dr. Gutkind endeavours to show why life in cities and
in the country as we experience it to-day has become meaningless.
A short historical survey—illustrated by more than 20 striking photo-
graphs—demonstrates the development of cities during the last two
thousand vears. This leads to the conclusion that we are to-day at a
decisive turning point where mere reforms however well intentioned
cannot solve the overriding problem of finding a new social relationship
between man and 2roup and between group and environment.

One of the main themes of this book is .the interdependence of
scientific thought, in particular of cosmology and the new ideas of space,
and the character and shape of our physical environment. The Expand-
ing Universe and the Expanding Environment follow in their structure
the same principles. A new scale, a new mobility and a new oneness
are the main exponents of this ‘parallel development which leads to the
emergence of a new purpose of life. This trend is bound to result in
the End of Cities and the Rise of Communities, in a richer personal life
and In a spirit of community.

! 70 pp. 747 % 10”7, 27 illus:. boards 8s. 6d.
LESSONS OF THE POSTSCRIPT TO
SPANISH REVOLUTION POSTERITY

The second in our series of annual
volumes of Selections from Free-
DoM containing 140 articles pub-
lished in 1952. A valuable source
of facts and comments on the

Published last year in FREEDOM
as a series of twenty-three articles,
this study has now been com-
pletely revised and a new intro-
duction added for its publication

in volume form. principal  politicdl and social
topics of the day.
154 pp. with Index full cloth 6s. 240 pp. cloth 10/6; paper 7/6

FREEDOM PRESS, 27 Red Lion St., London, W.C.1

-
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because her husband had been taken P
prisoner. '

Aunother wifc of a freed prisoner. Mrs,
Dorothy O'Hanlon. of Highfield Road,
Newport. Isle of Wight. said that three
weeks ago she reccived an illustrated
book from a Russian source, purporting
to be descriptive of life in a prisen
camp at Pyukiong. 1 am keeping it 10
show my husband. as he will know
whether it really is Pyuktong™. she added.

Political Snooping in an English
School

A letter from the correspondence
columns of the Manchester Guardian: ;

“Sir,—1 am 17 and [ am duc to leavs H
school for the university this year. O
day my head teacher summoned me UaH
her room and politely accused me
having Communistic tendencies. |
greatly surprised.

t explained that ! knew too hittle
any political beliet to posscss any st
convictions. 1 was told that 1 had B
seen at a meeting of the local pPd
committee and that I had shown all
wing piece of propaganda to a s¢
mate. Since that day | have hardly|
voice my opinions in discussion les
be considered too revolutionary.

In view of the fact that I hope I
a degree in political economy ‘
university, 1 consider this attitude |i8
despotic. unreasonable, and dange ‘
—Yours &c.. M

Special Appea

July 21st—-August 11th§

Glasgow: J.W. 3/-; London: W.S. 7/-%
don: Anon* 8/-; bLondon: R.D. 7/-%
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LONDON ANARCHIST
GROUP

OPEN AIR MEETINGS

Weather Permitting
HYDE PARK
Sundays at 3.30 p.m.
TOWER HILL
Tuesdays at 12.30 pan.
INDOOR MEETINGS
column for

Watch this
of

announcement

new meetings in September.

NORTH-EAST LONDON
DISCUSSION MEETINGS
IN EAST HAM

Alternate Wednesdays
at 7.30 p.m.

“I think that the species of oppression
by which democratic nations are men-
aced is unlike anyihing that ever before

i in the world; our contemporaries

0 e of iy in their
I ain for an expres-
;ﬂ rately convey the

¢ ! have formed of it;

ords ‘despotism’ wind Ctyranny’

jate . the thing itself is new,
i !

rate to have lost his country.

mense and tutelary power, which takes
upon itself alone 1o secure their grarifi-
cations and
That power is absolute, minute, regular,
provident and mild.
the authority of a parent if, like that
authority, its object was to prepare men
for manhood; but it seeks, on the con-
trary, to keep them in a perpetual siaie

Aboye this race of men siands an im-

10 walch over their fate.

1t would be like

arme over the whole community.

coment  that
wovided they
ng. ’.for their
i willingly
be the sole
thar hap-
iy, for-
es, facili-
ir prin-
Y, vates.  extinguishes, and
people, till each nation

childhood: it is well

characters  cannot
above the crowd.

penetrate, (o

stupefies

indus

er i is the shepherd.”

- in 1840 by Tocqueville,
acy in America”, Reeve
dited by Phillips
’0 . 1945), vol.

self. The principle of equality has pre-
pared men for these things; it has. pre-
disposed men to endure them as benefits.

After having thus successfully taken
each member of the community in its
powerful grasp and fashioned him at
will, the supreme power then extends its
It
covers the surface of society with a net-
work of small, complicated rules, minute
and wniform, through whiclh the most
original minds and the most energetic
rise
The will of man is
not shattered, but softened, bent, and
guided, men are seldom forced by it to
act, but they are constantly restrained
from acting. Such a power does not
destroy, bur it prevents existence; it does
not iyrannize, but ir compresses, ener-

is reduced 10
] ing better than a flock of timid and
ous animals of which the gov-

GLASGOW

OUTDOOR MEETINGS
from now uniil further notice
ar

MAXWELL STREET,
Sundays at 7 p.m.

With John Gaffney, & others
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