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A WHITER SHADE OF WHITE

Blair's wee
tin I

hat o surprise k of hell mfluences, although thar was merely a

has turned out no such may have'. Yes, of course, these memos

thinge, Few

inarchists would hawe had no ettect on the inrelligence chiel's

shocked
The Labou

concern (o accurately report the

mrelligence available. Ir merely rook

thesr usual kack of

numerous rewntes o do chis, It was a

i -
mere comncidence thar each one hardened |

claims con

chiel of statt warned

climmary version of the dossier

1ed 0 that

evidence Saddam was

| el reat, ‘ler alone an immnent threat”,
red law lard ind a mere k later another version
he British was produced which included the claim
ound rhe thar rhe Iragi dicraror had the capacity
nm t The ward o faunch WMDs in 45 minutes that

ro mind, particularls was simply 4 product of good fortune

1 Hurton decided ro g

O when Campbell asked Scarlermr o

t he concluded. For while his

change o claum char che bragy mulicary
‘may be able” vo deploy WANLEY warhin /

rt bordered on tie Livglurbde o

|
L L
!
o i
1 ] el And
oy ( juored Kel 1 m
I 1l 1
nfluen Mr S 30 1t appears that Campbell's strategy
1 | I 1 I s p I 1 ng down every
di abou q war 1o the
| (&1} \ BBC reporter
1 fe onds one early mornimg,
‘ ( It sidetracked tf 155116
I cther the war i Irag was
I | ry atall
| 1 5 ) TLATT Hutton attacked
I'I I gl r alli one of thenr
| rit
|
| 1 i on
[ th I tor making the
I 1 asis of a single
[ 1 Irronor

I I I r the po thity of s cnon. When
i AW L v their wae s heing cut
W 1. the Coalition below even CIIETEENCy

nents they were

Carmimg af the rime
h wled, 2 On a new wage
1l ed 1o market prices
I'h wreed therr demands
I armng thar workers would take

mihtant acoon if demands Wcore not 'met,

- his prompred the Minister of Oil to |
i |
ravel ro Basra lumself 1o bemn immedian
satrations with wnion

Ps.
I early January this was

tollowed by

outs by warkers from bive

(LR VET rliamnts, '.\|I|l representanves
citimg poor wages and long hours as the
ggest reason for the action, In

} SOC workers MNapheeha this went even further, with

.

‘-I”IL:\IH S EPOrt Was wrong in. one
impartant respect, the rest of it was nghr:
The 45-minute claim was inserted late,
there was disquiet in the intelligence

communties about the dossier and

Was an anonymous, \II'Ii!l(.' s0ource

the informanon. All of which

Hutton strangely ignored. Sexed up?
Fucked up, more like

Whar i1s amazing 1s that Camphell
could accuse the BBC of running an
anti-war agenda, In fact, the BBC was
the most pro-war of the five channels.
Two things are true. Firstly, Hutton's
report will ensure thar it becomes even
maore subser vignt to Ih.. govermment,

ind secondly, it gave a clear message 10

workers actually artacking Coalition
buildings and officials in prorest

T'wo weeks later, oil workers in Basra
joned the Electricity workers, threarening
itofal shur down of leaq, infraserocture
it demands weren't met,

The end result s that mnmum wage
has been sevat 102,000 Tragr Dinars
per month = a rise of over 30%, = though
102,00001s snll barely enough. The lowest
rent in Basra s 25,000 per month, leaving

just under 20,000 per week (under £2 a

| day) to spend on food, school bouks,

| gas, tuel and clean warer

Other achievements included the
mtroduction ol visk and locanon

payments to workers in hazardous o

remote logut

s

any civil servane thinking of becoming a
whistleblower what to expect if they
decide 1o follow their conscience.

What Hutron did nor address is the
simple fact thar sixteen months afrer
the publication of the government's
dossier, not a single WMD has been
found.

And on the basis of the Hurton

| report John Reid, the health secrerary,

asserted he wanted to see a shift from

| the culture of a general allegation that
[ =al polincians are self-serving and

prepared to lie even about the grearese

| and gravest marters like going to war™!

And people wonder why we anarchists
are revolutionaries ..

KE THREAT

The Iraqr oil workers® direcr acrion
victory s the first step in the long
jourmev. Lite issnll hand w mouth for
the vast majornity of Iragi people and
ten million are unemployed - a
staggenng 70% of the toral population,

Other achievements included the
introduction of nsk and location
pavinents to workers i hazardous
or remote locarions,

The Irage ol workers® direct action
victory 15 the fiest step i the long
jemeney. Lite is stll hand to mouth
tor the vast majonty of lragi people
and ten mollion are unemployed -

A staggering 70% of the ol
population,

Ewa lasiowii:



Next issue

| 714 184
ributions arc wanied for furure 19th to 215t March Self-build Geodesic
Freedoms, The nexr issue will be dated Domes — build your own low-impact
Ist Fel ry 2004 and the last day tor | dwe ling/starage/spare room/retreat
getting copy to us will e Thursday | trom cheap, sustainable materials. For
I 2th Febiruar Tou can send aracles/ more 1o see wns \'..h:\'.'rmll,nl.mf,:(nr
v s at FreedomCoapy@aol.com | ontiet H@lgwimpact.org or call
natl mal to 84b Whitechapel (11296 714184
JI Streer, Landon Bl 70X I
If i ¢ interestid In writing ! Landon
regularly tar Freedom we want o hear | 12th o 15th February Peace Nar Wi
Frii ! | benehit: four-night musie festival ar

outs after assaults
E:anyt:sm?:s who were held }n Portland
younje offenders” institunion in Dorset
have won a £120,000 payout after
being assaulted by prison uf-ﬁcl.m. They
had been punched, slapped, kicked, and
hird their heads banged against the
floor by the screws. The Prison Serwr.'e
agreed an ou-of-court settlement just
before a legal case was about to begi.
‘The solicitor for the youths said that
this case was ~only the tip of an jceberg™
and that the police investigared 53 cases
dating back to the 1980%, Dcsput_;hrs
payout, no screws have faced criminal
charges and there have only becn two

Anarchists wurk rowards a soQery ol
mutual aid and voluntary co-operation.

We reject all g and e

repression.

Freedom Press is an independent
anarchist publisher. Besides this
newspapen, which comes out every Bwo
weeks, we produce books on all aspects
of anarchist theory and practice.

In our building i Whirechapel we run
Britain’s bigeest anarchist bookshop and
host a social centre and meenng space,
the Autonomy Club. We're currently
developing open-access [T provisian for

ACTIVISTS [0 Use.

Our aim is to explam anarchism more [
widely and ro show that human freedom |
can only thrive when the institunions of
state and capital have been abolished,
Freedom’s edirors wish to presenr a
broad range of anarchist thoughr, and

as such the views expressed in the
paper are those of the individual
contriburors and not necessarily those
of the editonal collecrive.

Stuff your boss

Issue 9 of Catalyst, the Salidanty

Federation’s freesheet, is now out. Articles | Portland YOI
include Casual Killing, Scab Union

Scam. Flexibility in the Workplace, No ||
More waimng for (London) Weighting, |
Alsa available are leaflets on rights ar

work. For free copies, contact SE PO I ls I ING

Box 469, Preston PR1SXE rel 07984
Aberystwyth

675281, email salfed@solfed.arg.uk
Obitllaw 12¢h to 14th March Introduction to

Kathleen Ranrell, also known as Kathleen | Connnuing Education, Laura Place. For

mnfo contace 01974 821564 or see

renewable energy at The Centre tor

Beharrel, died on 11th January 2004 1n

Glasgow. During the 1950s in Lancashire | www.greendragonenergy.co.uk
she organised a highly successtul anarchist |

group called Colne and Nelson Libertar- | Brighton

in Discussion Group, and a confedera- | 7th and Sth February Organising

tian of local anarchist, syndicalist and | meeting for the G8 summir in 20035

pacifist groups, the Nelson and Colne ] For into contact g8gathenng@yahoo.co.uk

\”[I’il1||||’.|."|'-| ‘, ammittee, o d.l{T'II‘.ll_l:Fi |
Bristol
215t February Fesrival for Peace and

dAgainst i;ill':‘_-LT]_I‘]JI'II
klIL set up a COMMuUIILY i '\If;-.“h”'.’,ll[
shire wiath the Colne arnst Leo Beharrel | Justice = day of debates, workshops and

and athers and, while her daughters were | stalls from 10am to 6 pm, Southville

Cenrre, Beauley Road. Contace 0117

971 7784 for info

young, had connections with Kilguhaniry

Hause School. She remained an anarchist

all her life, but in later years devoted

her en v to the w -';l'!d campaign or

Buckinghamshire

27th to 29th February Living in

¢lean water rather than the anarchist

movement specifically

Circulation

We would like to increase the readership

Commumnities course at LILL Redfield
Cammunity, Buckingham Road,
| Winslow, This course is offered by

Redfield in association with Diggers

and Dreamers: See www.lowimpact.org
n, and an imporrant part of | Or concact :||ri-'li.n'.nnp.ad_uru ar-call

tter circulation. [f vau 01296 714184

|
by selling Freedom: | 5th ta 7th March How to make

uke ps, libraries or biodeisel = produce your own cheap,
fie stock it pledase wrire to l carbon-neureal diesel with no need for
T, irc@freedompress.ore.uk | alternation ro your engine, For more

ko see wiw \'.'.|||‘.‘.'Illli".1\ L.Org or conract

| lii@lowimpact.org or call 011296

dL;“n:::J: ‘primn Chaplin, Peter _‘1_‘:.il|=u.
accused the prison of covering up
assaults on inmates by niﬁr‘:‘ur:s_ m#.nu
ex-screw ot the Victorian jail in I;)nrur
cold the media that she had witnessed
brurality and, after telling har‘em_p!n_vycrs..
ceceived threats thar drove her into hu!ln&

A Prison Service spokespersan said
thar Portland had “impraved
considerably™. Two further damages
claims have yeu to be sertled.

Bad girls!
A High Court judge has ruled .thﬂ
teenage girls can now be kepr in adulr

Hackney Ocean, Mare Street, E8. For
more info contace 020 7515 4702 or
festival@peace-nor-war.org

15th February Britain's Guantanamo:
Internment without Trial in Belmarsh
evening at Friends Meenng House,
Euston Road, from 2pm to 4.30pm.
For more mifo contact 07816 823437
or see www.peaceandprogress.org

14th February Sex for Peace. For mare
info see www.sacredsexrevival.com
20th February Cartoon Art and Anarchy
talk by Donald Rooum (creator of the
world famous Wildear cartoon strip) at
8pm, Conway Hall, Red Lion Squire,

Holborn. Orzanised by the London

Anarchist Fortm

215t February An African atrernoon in
memary of Malcolm X from 2pm to
Spm at Unity centre, 2-4 Ravenstone
Street, Balham. For more info contact
nkexplo@yahoo.com or Fki on 020
8347 7605

25th February Authors® reading night
at Use Your Loaf Social Centre, 227
Depttord High Street, SER, from 7.30pm.
Bring stutf to read, or juse histen ..,

27th February Critical Mass Bike Ride,
meet at 6pm under Waterloo Bridge by
the NFIT

| Every Wednesday the LARC Library

from Tpm ar 62 Fieldgate Streer, E1.
Every Saturday Vigil for the release of
Mordechat Vanunu from 12 noon to
Zpm ar Kensington High Streer near the
Isracli Embassy. For more info see
wwwvanunu.freeserve,couk or call
020 7378 9324

Manchester

27th February Benefit for Grearer
Manchester aned Diserice CGNID ar the
Star and Garrer with Manchester
Hooker, Polithuro, lcons of Paundland,
fram Bpm o Tam, Call 0161 271 8283
or see wwwopmdend.orguk for mio

risons. Mr Justice Hooper
fas.;_- . put forward on bl
vear-ald Bﬂw:ﬁon
Park women’s prison. HiE s
G e Hove i was i he il
inferest, but that the system was lawfo
because of our cramped ! system,
Some 68 girls under 18 are being kept
in adult prisons in the UK. .

Part-time prisoners -

Two ‘weekend jails” should now be:
opén to house prisoners who “_\’0“‘.']_
normally be given a prison sentence but
are not considered high cnongh. risk o]
2o nto a rggu]a_r inﬂ, SO there time Yf'l“
be split herween being inside and their
normal lives. Their will be facilities at
Kirkham, Preston, and Morton Hall
prisans.

When in their communities the
offenders will be under the supervision
of probation ufficers, either working,
looking for a job, or doing unpaid
work (in theory!). David Blunkert
claims thar this is an attempt to reduce
the negative impact of short custodial
sentences — nothing to do with the
ridiculously over-crowded prisons then!
Pilor magistrate courts will be able ro
impose a sentence of up o 26 weeks

for a single offence, including up t 45

Oxfordshire

28th February Demo at Campsfield
Refugee Detention Centre berween 12
noon and 2pm. For info call 01863
558145

Powys

14th February Challenging Militarism
in Wales, a day organised by Cynefin v
Werin / Common Ground, so groups
and activists across Wales can meet to
share ideas, co-ordinate actions and
develop campaigns. From 10.30am ro

| 4.30pm ar the Methodist Church Hall,

Back Lane; Newtown

Yorkshire

5th March Anti-fascist benefit with
Random Hand at the linl2 Club, 21-
23 Albion Street, Bradford. Call 01274
734160 or see www. Lin12.com

Warld

6th and 7th February Demo against
NATO security conference in Munich,
Germany. For more info contact
con_action@no-nato.de

st March Veggie Month. See www,
animalaid.org.uk/vegziemonth/contents.
html or call 01732 364546, ext 29
Sth March Women's Environmental
Newwork Fifreenth Anniversary, See
www.wen.org.uk

8$th March International Womens' Day
event = a special information and
discussion websire has been sor up At
www.enragernet/ms

Groups

Anarchist Federation

/o B4bh Whitechapel High Street,
London EF 70X

www.aled org.uk

Class War Federation

PO Box 467, London EX 10X
www.clisswanorg

Industrial Workers of the Waorld
PO Box 74, Brighton, BN1 4ZQ
www.iww.org.uk '
Solidarity Federation

PO Box 469, Preston PR1 SFX
wwwisolfediorg.uk :
For derails of smaller and loeal groups

see www.enragernet/britain '

Social Centres
Autonomous Centre of Edinburgh
(ACE) :
17 West Montgomery Place, Edinburgh
WWW.autonomous.arg.uk
The Cowley Club
12 London Road, Brighton BN1 4JA
wwwi.cowleyelub.orguk k
Freedom H
84b Whitchapel High Street, London E!
Kebele ;
14 Robertson Road, Easton, Bristol

BSS 6]Y
www.kebeleorg -
Lancaster Resource Centre (LaRC)

The Basement, 78a Penny Sereet,
Lancaster .
www.eco-action.org/lancaster x
London Action Resource Centre

(LARC) ~
62 Fieldgate Streer, Londan B0~
www.londonare.org &
SUMAC Centre :
245 Gladstone Street, Normingham,
NG7 6HX
www.veggies.arg.uk/rainbow
Use Your Loal

227 Depttord High Streer, L
www.squat. freeserve.couk/
useyourloat.uml

Tinl2 Club

2123 Albion Street, Bradford, §
Yorkshire, BD1 2LY
www. Ll 2 com:
Soa Infoshop

36 Crampron Sweet, London Si
wwwasaletycatomg/Sen)
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leader, Shaun Brady, Staff
members of the GNB ge

mdustrmb acnion, following |

the very

Freadom 7th February 2004

Britain

Strikewatch

January 2004

» Tens of thousands of civil servants were
last week set to launch a two-day strike

over pay. However, at the last minute

the PCS Jeadership went behind members

backs and suspended the strike at the
Department of Work and Pensians,
instructng |
o to wark as usual ro allow talks to
take place. Several thausand other

workers still struck as planned elsewhere.

o Tram drivers in Manchester seruck on

17th January for 24 hours, threatening
more stoppages in the coming weeks m

a -fl\:;‘mc OVEr union recognitionm,

« RMT and Amicus members walked
out last month, shurmmg down the Tyne
and Wear Merro i an arrempt to reduce
the length of the working week.

* Land Rover workers fighnng for higher
pay struck on the 26th fanuary for 24
hours. Land Rover bosses have made
noises threatening the future of the plang

if warkers don’t pur up and shur up

& On the 13th January, staff employed
by the rramn dovers” wnion Aslef have

voted overwhelmingly ro walk our,

h-”--\\'rng severe "N”l!ll; by their new

who are

neral umon -

decided by twenty vores to five to take

1Issment,

wd Aslef bosses threatening workers with

ne ano-union legislanon they

ts 86,000 members there 1o

| suggestion thar unions should e them-

of the last hundred years when the umon
!

| simply gurred it of any real radical

There is power in a union!

he current period 15 n

warked by an ‘
increase in workers” anger and
aition, Trade unions have started

| to reassert themselves, Strikes, while
| increasing, are nowhere near the levels
of ewenty and thirty vears ago. However,
! it as snll early days. Whar happens next
depends on what direction trade union
militanes decide 1o rake.
Currently, the various parties of the ‘
left, led by the SWI in England/Wales
| and the SSP-in Scotland, are trying to |
| et the mare militant unions to break
their financial links o New Labour ‘
' Why

| o AF
| fund your oppressors? Yer while agreeing

Anarchists cannot help bur agree

on this, we radically object to the |

selves to a new, ‘more lefrwing', party. [

[o do so will simply repear the mistakes

bureaucracies creared the Labour parry. |
Rather than push the scruggle tor

socialism forward, electoralism has |

| practice and theory. Instead of |

I'he members of one

nt unions

TeEn Cra

for us by diy
1ng, of course, t

atly deaide

vorkers, have:

ONOMIC POWEE OUr

ind are ex

n, ane

nd shouting

iborove march s the third rime
i materialise last Nanonal front
It i I led thy 1sed events in
I Lt « afrer a break of nearlv a year
wer wl to | Un 18th January the Natonal Front
| d i wave beer marched through Woolwich, when 50
e ¢ | re o lov ol police | members marched dawn ( hurch Street
d. Ti ract f the ANL orted by police, and a leaflenng
kr is Lnite apamsre Fascism) campaign on the 24¢h in Pimlico saw
i tual though, They didn't | 251 membery accosting the public,
[ n | Hg _|'||||| they were To it I'|li.l;l|1'li-:ln|l

<, the umions waste the

ibility to use
tend and fturther our

loited

Militant pickets during the miners' strike in Yorkshire

| delt

___in its members that is, and unions should be
structured to reflect this

The workplace union is federated toall | the revolunonary syndicalist unions the

other such commirtees in the locality,

each locality federates and so upwards.

This promotes class solidanty. In addition,

thin the same industry federate

The IT workplace is affiliated

1 districe IT federanion. In district
tederation is affiliated to the national
federation

The decision making process flows
trom the umon meeting upwards. The
cOommitees are not '-'L'H{l.‘\j \'-'”h T‘U\\H.'I'
to abuse. The members of union

commitrees should not be representatives

like MPs who air their own views and
|

ignore the people. Rather they are

zates who carry the message of the

| : 1
workers who elect them: 1f they try to

the workers whar to do, then they

are replaced as every delegares is subject

nstant recall by the persons who

ted them: Rather than being highly
paid, the aim would be for as few as

possible to receive wages as delegates

v do then it should be the

of the union. This is nor merely a pipe-

dream as such unions do snll exist -

spite the massive repression unleashed

igainst them worldwide = for example

CNT and CGT in Spain and the
horizontally-organised base unions in
[taly such as UmCOBAS and CUB

Getting there ...
Clearly such a movemenr does not exist
in this country and it will not appear
overmght. It will require anarchists ro
waork together ro spread our ideas to
our fellow workers. For those of us
who are anarchists, we need to think
about how we can work within the labour
movement (ar the rank and hle level, of
course). | believe we should be working
with the rank and file and trying tocreare
auronomous wnrkplacc Organisagions,
independent af the rrade union bureau-
cracy and organised in a libertarian
way and using libertarian racrics.
By a member of the
Anarchist Workers Network

The AWN wishes to help link together
anarchists by industry and sector to spread

wage of the workers art the base | basicideas about workers' autonomy and

direct action amongst our fellow workers;
unionised or not. Contact the AWN c/o
Freedom, 84b Whitechapel High Street.
Londan E1 7QX. See www.awn.org.uk

Monkey magic

he end of January saw a victory lor
animial rights campaigners after
plans for a primate research centre
i Cambridge were dropped,
Cambridge University, who had
proposed the centre, pulled out citing
excessive secunity risks afrer repeated

demonstrations and w armings trom

concerned ammal rights ETOUpPS.

A widely publicised eftart working
under the banner of 'Stop Primate
Experiments at Cambridge (SPEAC)',

featuring several coordinaved regional
orgamisations, has been a major factor
n the decision.,

The project was ongmally given the
go-ahead by John Prescort after heavy
opposition from both local authorities
and Cambndge Police. It was intended
1o generate fescarch into Aleheimer’s,
Parkinson’s and Huntington's disease
by using live monkey’s brains as a
research tool,

See editorial, page 6



st century dambusters

Our roving reporter talks ecology, anarchism and the

against the dam with Solidari@s con Itoiz

e live in an age of

advanrage of irs

rivers almost caused war with Syria

The control of nvers through vast dams

has been the dream of states and

corporations across the world for over

eighty vears. The Spanish State 15 no
excepnion, In the North of the Iberian
Peninsula the Plan Ecologica aims o

divert many rivers and pur them ar the

disposal of industry, rounst hotels and
intensive agriculture, The water wars
are fought berween states and within
the srates — against the intereses of the
commuon people and agamsr the very
carth irsell. In the region of Navarra
the lroiz dam will lood mine villages
and destroy the wildlife of rwo valleys.

The struggle against the lwoiz dam has

reached international prominence
through the use of direct action by the
ecological group Solidari@s con ltow
(Salidarity with Iroiz)

Your tearless Freedom reporter

caught up with two acnivists fram the

Solidan@s asked them some questions,
I refer to the two acnivists only as 'M
and "C’ to keep their identinies secret
Sometimes 've also slightly changed or

I
paraphrased ther clarity

answers |

In 1996 the Solidari@s stopped work

1 the dam for one year when they cut

the cables on the concrete transporter.

Although the Spanish High Court had

already s canstrucnon

a5 were rewarded

tor their act «

v-entforcement by

being charged with kid WMppINg —a
ecunty puard had bee ked in his
ottice tor several minures. The activises

"":'"'r“l}: :.' I.‘\ BOINE aon an

international rour, doung talks and
actions across Eurape, most memorably
in occupation of the Londan
Millenmium Eye in alliance with
pponents of the Indian Narmada dam.

Freedom: The Si

drEs are a part of a

ological divect aetion

£ Inspiration: |
ways, the ant<roacd

1ot af mfluence

Freedom

i il your find out

derout e UK direct action pim ements
J: M fres he Underciurrents |
have all the video We are
i T raps from all pares |
{ Pireei T
I L Ide wcrans witly
i LK. sinee | i strugele. In |
1ol | J
Hall Tae actien withy ot
Fi ng-direct ace
g dir WCHON o
i thit frart sith rhie

water wars. The Israeli
stae occupies the West
bank largely ro take

aquiters and a recent
arrempt by the Turkish
stare to dam the Tigris and Eaphrares

| the presence of ETA, 4l
|

{talian anarchists ... there are a lot of
peaple who have the same problems
and the same mentality and the same

actians.

Freedom: A lot of the time we are
comnected, not through any formal
group, but because we share @ way af
denng things ...

M: Informal, ves it is the best way.

Freedom: The roots of the anti-dam
campaign lie in the 19805, when the
Coordination Against the Dam began
to oppose the government’s plans. This
groufing of unons, flt-h!u‘..‘f parties
and civil soctety groups maimnly fought
the impending dam through the conrts

When construction work began in 1995

the Solidari@s adopted a different k
{ of fachie

| C:We don't believe in law! We are

| direct action ..

Freedom: [n the mid 19905 we also san
| a rise in ecological direct action m the
UK. Is it a coimcidence that the sarme
kind of movement was J".;.rl,rrg.-:m.';.: e

the Basgue countrys?
| M: In the 1980s there was a strong
campaign agamse the road from
| Pamplona to San Sebasnan, we made
| one camp; thar was 1990, It was a strong
| ecological tight against the road

C: Agamst progress!

Freedom: Did vour group arise aut of a

| wider environmestal mavement?

M: The end of the motarway campaign
saw a lor of changes -
|

many environment

al groups started to talk w the

political parties, ro change their tactics

and become less radical. Also at the

| time ETA" began putting some hombs

and killing some people ... so it became
part of a wider struggle in the Basque

counery, it mrroduced another

Freedom: 've bear that it's

riones to e a radical ¢

art.

af Sp

will make wp links and use that as an

refiress you = 15 that a big

P
M: It can be a1 problem, |

because the
tactic ol the Madrid government is o

the argument ol violence = they're

er to make our strugele seem

violent, When we made an action that
stopped the work one vear — because
we cut some cables = the

newspaper

| and all the media started a very sfrang

Lampalgn saying that we are terrorists
el w tart with rhe violence ... i
VANt any violence bt it was
drong action, because we made o lot of
damage, millionx of dam e, so they

VAT "you ire terrorists, you are pare of
ETA

O the peovi ment s alwiays YTy

| C: Butnow there are all the other
movements, the squats, the government
IS Very eager to link them with terrorists
— doesn’t marter if it 15 in the Basque

country or not = Barcelona, Madnd

Freedom: Many ‘Spanish’ actwists
| refuse to recogmise the legitimacy of the
Sparish state. The legtimacy of this
state 15 also challenged by regional

Historically,

naton { groups
nationalist groups i the Basgque arca

have resisted Madrid’s authority. How
does this affect the actions of
Solidari@s con ltorz? [s that area's

histary of nationdl strugele @ bonus?

M: Yoo mean, if the social movement
in the Basque country helps. for example,

the struggle againse the Iroiz dam? Yeah,

I thimk so. Yeah. because | think the
people are more sensitve to other
problems, environment prablems,
natural problems ... | chink mayhe the
community sense, the links, it help social
struggle, the political strogele and the
\IIIIL'_!_;'_E[' rar I|"‘.\. L'.Hfl\.

C: 1 think that Basque people are quite
open minded, because they are highring
so lang rhar they don't believe in
government; they know well the face of
povernment and polities ... they are a
|||'r||‘t|' whao live connected with an
enviranment — larest, Fivers, ,l” HI|1L'I‘
parts of Spamn is very industrinlised

M: And so are some parts of the Basque
country! Some provinces are viry
developed; very badly, Maybe the place

Mavarra, s more forest

we live, in
Foy us there are no borders to say ‘this
15 thie Basegue nature, this s the Spanish

nature’, tor us there 1s no border

Friedom: Soin the Solidaritos dArsiien,
thare are hoth peaple who bave bees

iferested o cnipulute the reason for

il Hghting

Born in the area, and there ave also

puople wh've come from other farts

of the Spanish State?

M: And also from Europe, and from
the world ...

C: You are welcome o come!

M: A lor of people rake part, we have
no restriction of the terrtory — we are
fighting against earth destruction, first
thing, because for us there are no borders
to say ‘this is the Basque narure, this is
the Spanish narure’, for us there is no

horder

Freedom: How do the Soldari@s sep
the ather political groups active in the
Spamish states Ignoring the traditional
left — the PSOE, equivalent 1o our oion
Labour Party. They're in the pockets of
«st ltke the PP (conservi-
tives); but maybe i stightly different
pockets. But what about the Anarchist
orgamsations, like the legendary CNT

direct action wmons

the caompanies

C: We are like a net - so we help each
other. We are fighting against the dam,
but mayhe there is an action in another
ey against the high-speed [rail link], or
maybe against a jail, and we BO ... S0
we are like a ner, and one day we're all
together, bur there are too many struggeles
and we cannor be all together .., | used
to hved with a CNT member .. and for
example in the social centre we had in
Pamplona, the ONT is there.

M think the CNT 15 very tew prnph—,
bur they wark hard, very active,

Freedom: Right none the authorities are
test flling the dam, 1o soe whethor i
will hold the water's welght, Most of
the villages i the water’s fraths hag
dlveady been violently cuicted. Althowugh
the Spamish high Conrt 15 sl rueling
against the dam thore 13 w0 Kidtintee
that the dam won't be filled quickly in
a few days, o prasent all the CHnIpTery
with a fait accompli,

R R R

Still the struggle contime
that aré fought by the compas
always demand owr resistai
making more than seventy
eight years the Solidari@s con |
need to struggle to defend H
liaki Garela Koch was recen
for five years for bus part in
cuttng actian.

Is there anything else yow'd

reading this interview?

M: We'd like 1o say that we ar
aganst this dam, and we have
that it is nor a local problem.
now the big discussion in the
the water privatisation; this m
one of the biggest problens m
world. Now in the 215z century |
carporations want to take .
all the water, and this is already
happening in many places arot
world .. so, | think we have o 3 ¢
contral of our resources, not only'
water = everything that we
not a luxury, bur a real need.
want to steal this resource that
to everybody, and they wanr to get
of money from that, and thete’
of people who are dying now b
they don'e hayve any fresh watar:
drink. So the water in this cenus
be the biggese prablem, mu-ih
for the last century and the catse of
biggest wiars, just ke ol has

ntrol o

Notes
L Spanish aivantits i, usiing the
haral words o make tham son @
spposesd 10 the seanilard mascoline os" Ko
L Uhinbercurenin (v an adtivis oo o
eronp thar has, sibce 1993, imade
ot et i wind oampaignng g
b The e sngih B L
SE0 www sindommio. et
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Kingdom of Micomicon TN,

Solidarity forever

Dave M considers twenty-odd years of organised anarchist (and
related) activity in Haringey

2 &
v t n various local during a D55 strike We were also very
ik anid wetive in the Federation of Claimants |
i up | campaigns Unions and helped orgamse conferences |
Hann ndon fo sind i few of their annual camps
This 15 m s ¢ Haringey actvists gor he avily |
versonal recollection and summary ed in the Stop The Citv mass
) deais | pror carnivals in London, 1983-4 : 5,
; ; l o ARG big words:
I it X : A ) anarchist
ol caliaih CLEAN AIR MEET llam
SNESTREES < - SATURDAY
A 1 n
C e ——
Dur area From billboard to community noticeboard: subvertising in Haringey
payment campaign (HAPTU) involving HSG has always tried to encourage controversial Reclaim The Streets mass
ide (Crouch | Hornsey, ppart for the Wapping printworkers the distribution of hundreds ol ather people around London to form parry which took over Tottenham High
‘14 r = - v for the local Commumist | thousands of leaflets, 300 street reps community-based solidarity Road with unforrunately no priot

try to suppress our | and at one tme up to rwenty organisations. We've been particularly

encouraged by the growth and strength

involvement of local actvisis or residents;
how community and class issues inter-
mix; how to respect and be part of the
community rather than just try to push
a line and recruir; whether to work more
with the SWP-dominated Trades Union
Council or set up a new independent
local workers network; whether to work

od groups. As

cal orgamsation of anarchist activity in neighbouring
Walthamstaw, and their regular

community paper The Underdog. It's

great to hear of so many sumilar groups

* Campaign after the | throughout the country, and to read

their excellent local news-sheets. The

x demo/battle there

ew toa close ur

three man Hanngey

o build on whar was
ed and to transform themselves

renieral solidarity organisations
1, the three

y Solidarity Gre

TOUps

1 to meet at least

Ty

1d residents groups, ant

s (mcluding
ocal st
unwaged
y Seekers
¢ ann
1 insanon of
CRL ition and
| ects, Qpposing advertsing
nd supmp TINg pvertsing), and
\ ¢ lar lo ‘critical mass

responded to some

For Nobody

wublicaty (which is prefy
ap ibour 70-75% don't vore
Manv of us in the last tew

s have become heavily involved in
cal residents associanons.

while we have run a small

done monthly mailouts of mfo

nd minutes to aboutr 140 local people,
held dr

scussions, produced a range of
for handing our an the street,
ind for many vears distributed a free

local doorto-door news-sheet (onginally

total copies must add up to hundreds of
thousands a year! With effective groups
in every borough, village and rown Fm

sure that could be millions ... We try to

y an active part in helping organise

| publicise national networks and
events, including the annual Mayday
actions. We helped produce The Agitator
directory of ann-authoritarian groups
countrywide, and also produced and
distributed a range of community
solidariry snckers. Numbers in the
group have fluctuated, with rwenty to

thirty people regularly arending

meetings a few years back. There's
currently about eight ro twelve people
actively involved. We're not a huge,
dynamic group, and much of our actviry
has been marginal and of modest effect
- but we are |\|u_L:|:mg; away and dnlng
our best to spread ideas and 1o support

pasInve intianyves.

Debate and dilemmas
The group's politics have been flexible
ind there is often debate and sometimes

controversy — but in _1_’.L'|1L'r.]] we h.‘l\'t

promoted liberrarianfanarchist ideas

| and actvines, -_-\Hn.[l'-u torms of

decision-making, and grass roots
working-class solidariry and struggk!..
\;|.|r1 from some Turkish u:mr.\dcs.
there have been very few black and
ethnic minority pruph’ in the group.
Men are usually well in the majoricy at
meenngs, and women n the group at
one ume set up their own HSG Wamen’s
Group, There are lew parents mvalved.
These are major challenges to us i we

with leftist-dominated or hierarchical
organisations; focussing on local versus
{inter)national issues; how to work
effectvely with other Hanngey groups
and campaigns without compromising
our revolutionary ideas; how to avoid
being & marginal clique;how ro share the
deasion-making collectively whilst encour-
aging ininative and more involvement.

We're also continually wondering
why aren't we achieving so much more
when there's so much fucking potential
out there?! I'm sure many of these
questions affect each and every local
anarchist group.

If we are going to develop and build-
up a popular mass anti-authoritarian
movement in this country and across
the world then we need to see similar
locally-based solidarnity groups every-
where, sharing ideas and experiences
and thereby developing successful
strategics for long term community
resistance and real alternatives, A
successful revolution can only be made
by a process of ever-increasing emMpower:
ment of peaple at the grass roots where
we live and work, in which people gain
the confidence and strength to challenge
all the powers-that-be that currently
dominate our everyday lives. | believe it
is essential to build up an independent
residents’ group in every street and
aeighbourhood, a solidarity group ia
every workplace, and a local anti-
authoritanan/anti-capitalist organisation
in every horough and own.

Dave Is 8 member of HSG and resident of
Tottenham. HSG have produced & numbes of

| I p of Hornsey & 8 1o 16 pages and called Community want to involve more people, have real pamphiets, stickers and leafiets. Check out
X | Green AT, followed by Green | Actuion, but now 2 to 4 pages and called | influence, and overcome II‘Ial'jlll'l.lhf-.alil'll‘l. lheuuhsimath!tp:ﬂhﬂ-wﬂmﬂ-ﬂlﬂ
! Lanes APT. These three groups were the | The Torally Indypendent, with 4,000 to ‘ Other dilemmas have included: wiite to them at HSG, PO Box 2474, Landon
y s of a H wide mass non 15,000 copes of each edition) agonising over the excellent bur lacally N8. Donations would be appreciated!




Editorial

o 23 January Vineent

from a ligature in the

sinreen days. Vinny, ds h
wis known, had been an the run for

years, having escaped from Birmingham

Crown Court in 1997 after being
canvicted of conspiracy ro raba post

office. He was taken back nro I.'US[(.ld)'
on 6th January. Flis-was the eighth jail

shicide of 2004,

Last year 94 prisoners died from acrs
of self-haem, Thirty-one were 25 or under,

4 third were on eemand. The fourteen

WO Were
1 a single year. As Juliee Lyon of the

Prison Reform Trust said, “prison suicides

are a tragie indicacor of sickness, not onl

i the individual but also in the system.”
Although women make up only 5% ot

the prisan population they account for
aver 15% of suicides and 45% of self:
harm incidents. To quote Julier Lyon
again, “after 4 rypical liferme of child-
hood sexual abuse, damestic violence
and severe mental health problems, these
wamen are too vulnerable to be impriso-
ned, Female prisons are being used as
psychiatric holding-cells on the cheap.”
Cambridge Universiry's announcement
that they'd abandoned plans to expand
their primate research facility oughr to
make us pause for thought
l \pl'J'IITII.'lIIh on I“lll'lkl:\ s cause
hundreds to mobilise, while the most
damaged, brutalised and vulnerable
HlL‘“!l".'I 5 ol I‘II-. \\'li[l’\"l!'_.' \H 155 Can }.‘l
thrown into jail i their thousands; to rot
or = tor many —to take thewr own lhives.
Yet many activists barely raise an eyebrow,
Prisons are dumping grounds and,
increasingly, graveyards for thar section
of the working class which s least
economically viable and, in capital’s
own rerms, the most dysfuncrional
They're tull, not only of the minoriry
who refuse to recognise the law ol
property, but also those who can't cope

with 2

Ist cenrury capitalism = the drunks,
beggars, shoplifrers, fine-defaulters, street
drinkers and pub brawlers,

Easier tor New Labour to jail them
than to support I'hl'.”ll. or have them
wander the streers asa despairing,

disenfranchised rabble

The German revolutionary Ermnst Bloch
darl

where the dead return,

once described revolution as a
Crossroads

hrin

NN

ne, but alsa for ¢

5o tull of pio

iz answers

Qu

Palmer was found hanging
howers at HMP Woodhill.

e was 37 years old and
had been ar Woadhill for

the highest number recarded

Leaden clouds

Brian Maorris and our anthropological
comrades liven up my Sururday marnings.
It the leaden clouds of depression | e
thin blue streaks seflected m the pages
of Freedom. |'m sure s0me al whart
Brian says is correct (Commentary,
24th January). He sees me as arrogant.
{pnorant, nmve, wilully misinterpreting
him and mare. Perhaps his over-reaction
to disagreement 1s symptomaric ol an
nflexible mund?

Although | think anthropological
arguments applicd o anarchism don’t
work, I'm not concerned with the rights
and wrongs of them = these don’t exist,
What marters is whether an idea is
cifective or not. There's nothing wrong
with the idea of a flar earth {lovk out
of the window and pne can'sec it’s flat).
Bur as an wea it does have problems.

As | see ir, what we're about is trying
to untangle why anarchy hasn’t come
abour. The battle that’s always raged is
lasically the dichoromy between niture
and nurture, or its modern equivalent,
anthropology versus sociobiology. In

the pages of Freedom the conrest 1s:

postmodernise academic claptrap

tcalled such by lohn Shute) versus

postmodernist anarchise claptrap (called

€
SIX

v

anarchobabble by me).
My contention is thar we now have
| (which we didn’t have before) scienrific

evidence to support the ‘academc clap-

Commentary

pdivalism 15 apolitical. It jsn't: the

2 he politics away.

very deseription gives t :
Anrjmh(l-syll:dimlism e rhe'n:vu!uu.unnry
unian in 4 much wider sense than that
described in the article, Forus, the
union includes both workplace and
community Organisation. It's seen as an
cconomie and political organixation =
we don't see why the twe have to be
artificially separared:

Of course, the real crux of the article
is to argue for a specific anarchise
organisation, outside of any revolunion-
ary union: Such an organisation would
guide the ordinary workers' union and
keep it on the ‘carrect” path. Snun.cl
familiar? 1t should —it's & MUrFOF IMARE
of the Leninist argument for che
revolutionary party.

The eriticisms of what happened in
Spain have been debared many rmes,
All I want to point out is that many of
those criticised for what happened were
also members of the specifically anarchist
organisation, the FAL
One thing the article does get right is
that anarcho-syndicalists reject polincal
power. After all, we're anarchists, All
power has ta be abolished. We argue for
waorkers control, a different concepr
altogether.

Aparr from the grudging admission
that anarcho-syndicalism has been the
largest organised tendency (in fact the
only one that achieved mass appeall,

the entire picce could've been written

trap’. The problem with the anarcho-
babble js that it’s based on social science
{anthropology) which has never been a

science, My concern isn'e with the

| academic aspect of the argument. I'm

| concerned with implementing the ideas;
|| since that is whar's missing at present

| from arguments about anarchism,

| The problem 1s:a tough one because

| many anarchises have a weak background

| in biology (the “academic clapteap’). This
now seems to have become my fight,
since | have a sociobiological interest.

Brian asks what msights | have to offer

| I thought I'd given them, but tortunately |

he answers his own question succinctly

| and correctly: humans are animals and

the state consists of humans. Most peaple,
| including anarchists and (I suspecn)
Briant, don’ think we're ammals driven

by our genes, He and anthropologist

+ I SOME Myserious way,

rand thar the rules

|

mmimals don't apply to
us, If they did, Brian would have nothing
{ ie and anchropologists

1. 1ah

convince Brian and

other anarchists whose views: are based
on anthropology. My hopeas that some
postmodermnist |||--_[\|1-.r| ¢ impressed
by the sociotiolopical Argument r |I|'.|s |
than tired old anarchist rhetoric

Peter Gibson

Surprise attack

A\ present there’s a lor of talk of coapera
non berween the various anarchist
w in this country, so | was surprised
to see an attack on anarcho-syndicalism. |
mn Freedom (Syndicalism, 10th January),
specially as this wis written ten vears
g and originally published in Red and
| Black Revolution, the journal of Ireland’s
Workers' Solidarity Movement, in
Ocrober 1994 ‘
Fhe artele describes one form of
aolutionary syndicalism associnted |
vith rhe old Indasteal Workers of the
warld (W W) and then vses this
letinieion o erneise present-day anarcho
yodicalism and the Internationn) Waorkers
sociation (IWA)
Phis leads the writer, Alan McSimann, ‘
it madoing the staternent that anarcho

-

by a member of any Trotskyite group.
Instead of publishing old articles, perhaps

it would be more productive it you
|

published something about modern
anarcho-syndicalism, written by acrive
anarcho-syndicalists

Steve

DOC concession

Your report on actions taken by the
lennessee Department of Corrections
(News from unside, 10th January) was a
lietle bit nnnlg'-!-h]ln. It said thar the
DOC had etfectively terminated
inmates’ legal work by removing type-
writers and word-processors from
wthorised prisoners’ property lises,
Ininally this was ideed the position;
but as a result of a cocordinared world-
wide letter-writing campaign by, amongst

others, the Friends of Harold Thompson;

the Tennessée authorities agreed 1o
provide bum with regular access to'a rype-
writer, albeit of the old mechanical kind,

Small beer, perhaps, but in doing so
the DOC has conceded the principle of
prisoners bemg allowed frée use of such
facilities for law work. A very important
concession to those, like Thompson,

(; u|_'_.|'r'_1-:i i the ~[rli_\.'_|‘_|1 tor prisoners
rights

It also increases the chances of
extended improvements following, The
point, here on the outside, 15 that
pressure can be exerted if we're
orgamsed strongly enough to try and
do something ahouo these impositions
by faceless prisoncrars.

Harold Thompson extends thanks to
all who responded on his hehalf and
urges us to keep up the good work for
less fartunare comrades wha are
suffering in all manner of ways at the
hands of the state répression maching
Together we can make a difference

Frankie Dee
Friends of Harold Thompson, PO Box 375,
Knaphill, Woking GU21 2XL

Pete Turner

Like many, we were saddened by th

death of Pete Turner (Freedom alvtuary,
24th January) Pete was a huge tone of
lawal k llln\\'h-nlu,r‘ i Wesr | nm|lln. |u'|||}'.

-

|
and some dissident union full-time

-
’
0N
invlved i every Jocal struggle we can

remember. He was a major thorn in the
e of out councily cutting through the |
opportunism of lucal pohucians.

When we set up West London
Auurchists & Radicals (WAR), Pete
gave it his support, antﬁamllmm !
events despite his failing health and
providing feedback on ou-n@lm:
WAR Ciry. We fondly remember Pete
coming on the Hammersmith Radical
History Walk during the May_d:q
celebrations in 2002 As athers have
nored, he never complained abour his.
obvious difficulties in breathing.

More recently he gave his support £0
the Say No to ALMO campaign in
Hammersmith, actending early meetings
in his wheelchair. When he became roo
ill to atcend he kept in touch with the
campaign by telephone, always eager
for news.

We were proud ro raise the black flag
ar his funeral and it was ficting thar he
was buried with the banner of the
London Anarchist Group: We're
planning to hold a large social event in
Pete’s memory, We'll send degails to
Freedom when we have them.

Tony & Kim
West London Anarchists & Radicals disbanded
in June 2003. For a copy of the final ssue of
WAR Cry, containing the group’s final statement,
please send a stamped self-addressed
envelope to West London Anarchists &
Radicals, BM Makhno, London WC1N 3XX

One unsung contribution Pete Turner
made was as a founder member of the
Landon Shop Stewards” Defence
Committee (LSSDC) an January 1966,
This was based on the well-organised
ENV engineening factory in West London
and it acred in defence of the convenor
and chair there, Geoff Carlson and
Geoff Mitchell.

On mstroctions from the Joint Shop
Stewards Committee (JSSC), they'd acted
against scab workers and consequently
faced prosecution. Incidently the JSSC,
unusually for the nme, covered white
collar workers and were famous later
for marching through London in support
of NHS warkers behind the banner, *We
care tor those who care for us',

The LSSDC was something of a mish-
mash, comprising rank-and-file workers

officers. Peter was there as a representa-
tive of the bulding workers' unmion, wiath
(we can imagine) his own distinctive
views, The LSSDC went on ta publish
books and a journal, Resistance, and it
took part in militant action ro resist the
tactory closure a bir larer,

It had been a base for ageressive tacnics
for years, For example, they mer weekly
to vet the names of the workers manage-
ment were planning ro stare the following
Monday. Aswell as bang suceessful aver
its immediate aim, the LSSDC acted as
a magnet for those union members who
opposed the Incomes Policy of Harold
Wilson’s Lahour government, comphant
union: hosses and rampaging capitalists.
Peter, we need vou now,

Alan Woodward

Wildfire pt 364

Karen Goaman's summary of my 1dens
(Commentary, 10th Januiry) s so much
ar odds with whar | aetually wrote that
I don't know where to begin a reply. li
otten seemy that supporters of primitivism
speak a ditferent language to the rest ol
us. So when Karen labels me a lover af
“modeen industeial sociery™ she's

distorting my position. Then theres the
whuole ‘primitivist’ thetore iselb.

The fiat Bulletin stressed that primitiv

imply that hey dos THey.

peasant life a return 1o a liteot -

drudgery,” but also “argue for™
Which, | suppose, shows that Zeezan

fight to combat the evils of langu

Then there's the whole im of (ro
wore the first Green and Blac

g'“] letin) when “civilisation collapses”

through éiq.M""ﬁﬁﬁﬁ.’”‘-‘ﬂ“"?‘i

only mean one thing. [t medns the

destruction of fife a5 we know it, in 3.

shart period of ime and whether we

want it or not. Primitivists, when

pressed, seem to say thar they don't

mean instant chaos and mass starvation

by thar expression but that's what it

sounds like. Yet they get huffy when.

you point this out!

Karen shows this contradiction

between rhetoric-and reality. She says I

raise an imporeant issue “of how people

could manage nuclear and roxic waste

caused by decades of military and

industrial production.” She suggests

finding “skilled people to contain the

legacy of industrialism or to allow them

to degrade as safely as possible in areas

that people can avoid.”

So nobody will want to work in a

mine or a factory, but they'll want to

look after roxic and nuclear waste? And

how will they do that? Both the first

Bulletins rejected workers' control out

of hand.

Tt will require technology and indusery
to prowide the means of waste conrain-
ment, yer these are rejected out of
hand. So, how will this task be done?

As for dumping the waste in one area,
doesn’t Karen know that the environment
can't be subdivided in this way? The
effects of a rorting pile of industrial
waste won't stop at human-made
barriers.

The key problem wath Karen's response
ta me is that it doesn’t address the basic
question of how we get to her primitivist
utopia, She talks abour “small-scale
land-based culeures™ but doesn’t
explain how the UK will suppart S8
million people living like thar nor how
we arrive there. This, incidently, is the
very erux of my eritique (which none of
the *primitivists’ have bothered to
acknowledge, never mind address).

Given that primitivists reject workers™
conrrol, federalism, the *continuation
of industrial sociery™ (even temporarily)
and so forth, 1 don't see how it will
happen withour starvation and misery
on a massive scale. Perhaps *proimitivism’

will be as wonderful as Karen says, but
until she and her fellows actually
discuss how to get there | won't be
SIENINgG up.

Perhaps the reason they don’t i
because they know i will nvolve all
the things they stag off ‘tradiional’
anarchists tar advocating, In other
words, a process of transiion mvolving
workers' control, federalism and the
use of mduseey.

A if they adimie this, then they'd also
have to acknowledge that ‘teadivismsl®
anarchisis don'e want the “Connimnation
of industrinl socion™ at all by eathor o
voral anstormation of how we live,

Wo just recopnuie thie this can's be

s posimg the Stong Ao as wimidel

- page §
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The self-styled ‘Black Panther of Rap’ is back and on top form,

: reckons Tom Jennings

; anic Jihad, the new album
by Paris, hits (like e
prr‘ku ssars) scen media
controversy and A delayed
release, all thanks to 1S
caver. Eventually concealed
by a plain bl ok sleeve, this I

chows a low-flying arcralt approaching. |

' the White House, with the legend “who

| is ahle to make war with the beast? '|.|

has left the San Francisco Bay Arca MC
y targer for Bush's Patriot Act, along
with fellow Calitormans & Yeammatly, Boots
vetured i ront of
Centre holdir
detor 1 the Pa Mus
L this wias si mon I
1 Ir [ilated Peoy
wnd Michael Franu of Sp
! A e wher h
! A \ e .
Il of who :
| ave b
L me
| criti |
Cn Saor
rares i -
nppng mio the Irag ad ire, LIS

capitalism and the New World Order

scruntlously linking these phenomena
T
ns i Black Ame 1 1
} Wl I
ther) urban 1 k
I y 15 with s lik
The € A1

| Sometimes they use won

be perperuated
The sound is classic raw West Coast
Ci-Funk, with the deep driving basslines

reinforcing the encrgy and anger af the
lvrics while enconraging the body and

mind to throb in response. The minimal

beats are embellished with difterent

mstrumental and vocal sty les and
samples of ]‘-'|II’I\.|| '-;'\'I.'J!L"-. mechia
reportage and other \\‘III\L”“[I'-J
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i roducing the UK
tingham's (¢ ppa, Qur Da Ville and
i Styly ( imnd London’s
Bramrax, Mystro, Blak Twang. Infinite
ez, Rodney F, Task Farce and 56 on ire

1 fresh UK voice and fresh beats
Chris Byrne

For mare \nformation on LK hip hop see

W, Ukhth.com
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their analysis.

Hip hop's

influence 1s undenia

I, burits palitcal utilicy

1 concealed and undermined in

Wavs ,l\'llilll:'_l_ contempr 15 stown

¥ omamstréeam commentators for any

form coded as ‘black’: and the

e 1s nothing less than

a way ol giving out
rhvimes that just flow relentlessly
wiird alrer

wuord. Frustration, rage,

all words sown

ntrospection, |I||l\| =

through the highest grade of poesy and

| palitics

I'he guest list runs strong on London
hip hop's hinest names. Klashnekoff and
Lewis Parker on the dirty a2z of Give
It Here, Asaviour on Monotony and
Usmaan and The Sundragon on
Manimals. The soulful vocals of Diablo,
live flute from Biscuit and cuts and
scratches courtesy of Mr Thing and the
pradigy under 185 DMC champ D] 1Q.
Smoaoth |||ll|“ II1|‘]|‘L‘,]1» that vou can

are magnified in order to be marketed
as such) when isolared from the contexts
in which they make sense.

Bur arnists such as Pans and Dead
Prez, as well as others who remain in
the commercial mainstream (like Mos
Def and Talib Kweli) demonstrare that
hip hop culture can be revolutionary in
the political sense as well as culrurally.
Even more than that, as representanives
{bur not leaders) of millions of adherents
and practitioners who will never receive
media coverage or reach celebrity
status, they exemplify a potennal for
expression and orgamsation among the

nod and ger down to without losing a
breath.

Jehst is prophet of London’s fine hip
hop scene. Independent hip hop is
blowing up in London and the finest of
the world are coming out of the local
scene. London's style and hinest arnists,
Taskforce, Braintax, Rodney P,
Klashnekoff, and most all of the Low
Life Crews, are world quality, dense
and intelligent bears and rhymes that
make other hip hop look like child’s
play. Jehst lets no one down and keeps
London up as one of the premium
grounds for hp hop:

xParty Gurlx
For more information see
www. lowliferecords.co.uk

Send us your book/CD/DVD/ event reviews -
tor details of our address see page 2.

contemporary lower classes which most
radical political groups haven't
predicted, noticed or appreciated.

This potential has yer to be realised
in explicitly political action, but the hip
hop generation is steadily becoming
more assernive. The penetranng
understanding shown by Paris and his
comrades of the political and economic
reality of global capitalism, both in
general and in its local manifestations,
bodes well.

Sonic Jihad by Pans (featuring Dead Prez,
Public Enemy, Capleton & Kam) is avallable
from Guerilla Funk Records at guerillafunk.com
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done overnighr and thitt it needn’t
invalve the elimination of all forms of
sndusery and rechnology.

Knm‘t says | may be “happier and
wiore satisfied ™ living in her utopia and
1’ elad; afrer all, she doesn't give me
any option. The wlea thar we can choose

1f this stark vision of the {patential) e perii A
fition has o sinilar effect on
your protgonists as 4 hueker '.!f culd
watee hax on squabbling dogs i the
sereer. 111 be delighted.

The intended outcome of such a

I s

YYVYTIYIIVY YD

" Thenwhyisitcalled
the Soaraway Scurm

tive is that we see nthers as

pErsPEd
I wame hoat as the

heing largely in the
rest of s, deserving of a degree ol
assion, as we [y in aur varnous

comp
1 should mean

the level of technology we want is
dismissed out of hand. Withour irony,
she says tharit's sndustrinlism® thar
“semoves the choice for people to
decide how to live™ and so condemns
s all to live under priminivism. Sorry,
but saying that there’s no alternative
does seem a lietle authoriarin (o me,
particularly when the use of appropriate

rechnology shows it isn't true.
fain McKay

Speaking as ane with a broadly “green’
perspective on anarchism, 1'm finding
the ping-pong acrimony over the
Wildfire contributions redious and,
increasingly, ridiculous — one wrirer
‘quoring’ comments by another, then
the other replying that this was a quorte
from another quoratton which he never
saied any way. And, all the while, the
rest of the readership loses rrack of
whar the original pomne was and have
probably ceased 1o care. It all cries our
for a larter-day Gilberr and Sullivan ro

€

purar on the stage.

Can [ oHer these thoughrs? If, for
instance, the ‘greens’ won't consider or
discuss how we're ta supply the needs
of a UK/world population of 58 million
or six billion with extensive, small-scale

agriculture and, perhaps, wich hunring
and minimal induserial acovicy, then |

re

ST

they're ducking the 1ssue.
If, on the other hand, ‘ant-greens’

problematic water supplies, mcreased Pu

' SUBSC|

always point to actual developments

popular self-management like rthe
neighbour assemblies (‘sections’) of the
French Revolution, the soviers and Facrory

the collectives and unions of the Spanish
Revolution, the workers® councils of
Hungarnan revolt of 1956 and the factory
occuparions, assemblies and acoon

cammittees of Paris, 1968.

assemblies and facrory occupations of
Argentina and the Zapansta communities

across the world. All are examples of

anarchy in action.
But our ideas are being applied on a

won't consider or discuss how such sm

populations, increasing as they are, can [ umbrian village; 1s establishing the nationalisation are two sides of the

be housed, fed or transported, in first cooperative-run state school after same {capitalist) coin the chances for a
increasing density, with evér-more intense | being that their | vear-old school real ann-capitalist movement in this
chemical and GM-led agriculrure, | must close in July due to falling rolls. country will be slim.

',.Q.........._____...._____.....____..\._.____.._______-,_

ways to cope with life. | meal
thar any soluton o, ar least, amelioranon
nl’uur&mdiri:m will be one thar's arrived
at by consensus, and that we don’c over:

rurn the boat in fighting to be “right’,
Alf Todd

Cooperating

Anarchists have a reputation for lacking
pracuical, constructive ideas, Thisis
nonsense of course. Anarchismis full of
views about how anarchists can apply
their principles in the present. We can

which embaody our ideas.
Historically, we point to examples of

nmfm Wi THANKS 10 Paut. LLovo,

example which shows thar rejecting
nationalisation and privatisation is
possible and viable.

The principles of conperation can be
applied everywhere, in industry, housing,
credit and consumprion. Take the railways.
Privatisation has (unsurprisingly) proven
to be a failure. Re-nationalisation
would simply change the boss. We
should be arguing instead for workers®
self-management as an alternanve.

Impossible? Far from it. Thanks to
the syndicalist revole of the 19105, the
ratlway unions used to call for workers”

inn Revolunian,

ommirrees of the Rus

Today, the most obvious (and most
\'ti“]f“llﬂ.}f\': l'x‘lnlpifs are [hl'.' pllplli:]r

Mexico, Then there are the various
adicalist unions fighting the class war

control rather than nationalisation.
Now they can do soagain. Unless we

aller scale as well, For example Lawick, | expose the fact thar privatisation and
f P I

pils were expected o travel up to 11 This 1sn’t to suggest thar we can

les a day by taxi to the nearest school. | reform capitalism away (the marker

A sideways look

Sir Roy Meadows 1s an expert, Fle was
the first to theorise that mothers kill ther
habies because they wanted to harm,
themselves, the famous “Munchausen’s
syndrome by proxy’. The judicions use
of Occam's razor and a smattering of
generic history might have served (o
avert whar could be hundreds of mis-
carriages of justice, but that’s not how

‘expernse’ works,

As well as the high-profile mials of
Sally Clark, Trupu Patel and Angela
Cannings, women jailed after they'd
lost babies to cot death;, Meadows gave
evidence in over five thousand other
cases, Some of these parents had their
children raken away by social services
and their children adopted.

Children born from donated sperm
are about to be given the right to know
who their biological father is. so you
don’t need a crystal ball to realise thar
something simular is likely to drive those
children adopred after the Munchausen's
by proxy alleganons. Human beings are

pretry resilient, bur finding our that you
were wrongly taken from your birth

parents 1s likely ro be rraumaric.

That this tragedy is entirely artific

use of fossil or nuclear fuel, all withour | mi
the psychological. social and ecological Campaigners, including the pupils, places barriers to such hopes). Nor is it
breakdown (not to mention the kind of | insisr that the schaol is vital to their to blind us to the limitations in creating
social conrrol) required ro ‘manage’ community. They've dismissed the oprion | islands of anarchy within' the sea of
such an anthill society then they roo are | of going independent, saying that Lowick | capialism. It's simply to suggest thar, by
ducking many issues ate school, Tnstead they've SURPOFTING EXPEriments in cooperation;
Ler me say S as an artempred ome up with the idea of runming it as we can help to show thar anarchism is
t: perhaps both camps are a cooperatve. The schoal would be viable. We still mustn't forget, thar to
lly right and wre Perhaps, sta It Tur community. :
whichever course (or neither) we take, | The school’s headweacher
the ourcome will be unpleasant. It wall the *focus of the commu movement, capitalism and the state can
WE g 100 1L 5t | v tolerate them with no fear ot a
\I\f-“!"""_“‘lf“""‘ that weantelli vhile cooperanves are an impartant
tmar e exasteniialist spanish arca for practical anarchist actvity,

they cananly be part of 1, not the

Pheir tull potential can only

come about with sotinlisation which, in
turmy requires a revolunon: We need to
build a wider social movement which
creates the future society while fighting
the current one, But as part of building
a movement of this sort, we should
support cooperatives as a practcal
alternative o the nationalisation (state
| ..:|1|i_‘|r'\:1| praised by the left

nodel for others to follow, a pracuical | Anarcho

SUBSCRIPTION RATES

is a cause for anger. But this anger

shouldn’t be confined ro artacking the

experts. Meadows’s arcogance
compounded a tragie situation with

| imjustice. Yet he is, since he was exposed,
a relanvely easy targer.

He has the professional arrogance that
sits easily on the shoulders of docrors.
He's shown no regret or remorse. This
n itselt, were he in prison rather than

| the unfartunare women he helped to
convicr, would stop him from perting
parole.

Bur there are other culprits here
besides. At the various trials, juries

found wor

gutlty afrer evidence
tram Meadows., Why didn't defence
lawyers put up a stronger case? And

why did the juries trust the expert

WILNess?

[his s the rub. Our society places
too much faith'in ‘experts’. It a faith
which s ingrained in almost every area

| of life. Faith n docrors is amongst the

strongest around, but scientists

generally usually inspire it especially if

front ol their tirle,

The grip the ntle of *doctar’ has on
sociery is shown by the numbier of
peaple who use it even though, rather

a junior doctor, they've done nothing
more fgorous than philosophise, like
current health secretuey *Docror’ Jeshin
| Reid (4 PRI ineconomic history).

they have thar magic word *forensic! in

than spending seventy hours o week as
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Much of the left wonld have us leave
control of our lives wod stenpgles to the
experts, namely peaple who are teained

believe that the experts work for big
accountancy firms and the nature of the
expertise (simply pur as *privatise
everything'] brooks no argument,

I'm nor immune to this deference
myself, but at least I'm aware of it and
try to exercise a healthy scepricism
about anything 'm told. Evidence from
experts should be accorded respect, bur
it’s never the only factor when making
a dectsion. And the people at the top
certamnly believe the same thing. There's
evidence from almost all climare scientists
abour global warming, but no action. If
only Sally Clark, Trupti Patel and Angela
Cannings had been so lucky.

Svartfrosk

Words we use

DIRECT ACTION:

Direct acrion, or DA as i is commaonly
known in political circles is sadly an
oft-misused term —as much by other
‘acnivists’ as by the mainstream meda.
Some people like to think of DA as a
sort of profession: an elite activiry
undertaken an behalf of the masses. A
kind of radical social work, if you will.
In fact, the term direct action was
coined by syndicalists to mean action
taken by workers ro improve their
conditions themselves, independent of
political parties, politicians or charities.
This action was most often in the
form of strikes, go-slows and saborage,
but applies equally to all attempts we
make to build a herrer life for ourselves.
For direct action to be effective it
needs to escape the gherro of self-
selecred acrivists and become roored

in people’s everyday struggles and
desires.

For fundamental needs like better
housing, safer streets, shorter working
hours and higher pay. we can fight back
with rent strikes, community patrols
and indusermal action,

Direct-action can be as simple as
growing our own food in 4 communal
allotment, or as militant as STOFMing
the Bastille. 1t's simply abour the
power we have ro change the warld
around us,

The quiz

1. Under the Japanese feudal SVstem,
there were four classes. What were
they and which one ranked where?

2. What did the real Capran vog Trapp
do betore falling in love with a nun
and fleemng the Naws in 4 well
known musical?

b Aceording w Ihsen, how should Vo
dress when you go out to b h;l
treedom and truth? :

4 What were the Houndsdich Murders
and whay anarchist was charged 'in
conmecoion swith them?

e ehe seienee’ of Marsism: New Ll

London E1 TRQ, Printed an weoyelid Wit

Answers on page o
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