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Local 
time Activity Location Comments 

Sunday 18 December – Saudi Arabia 

1000 Depart  for Islamic Military Counter 
Terrorism Centre (IMCTC) Transit 

Transport: Saudi Arabia and Post 
Dress: Business Attire 

1040 
Meeting and presentation with President of the 
Islamic Military Counter Terrorism Centre hosted 
by Lieutenant General Al-Saleh 

IMCTC 

Gift: Book 
Accompanied by Ambassador King, Minister’s party,  
MAJ Hawke, Senior Trade Commissioner Mr Mark Morley 
(TBC) and First Secretary Ms Sally Aplin 

1120 Depart IMCTC for Headquarters Saudi Arabian 
National Guard (SANG) Transit Transport: Saudi Arabia and Post 

1230 HRH Prince Mutaib bin Abdullah bin Abdulaziz Al 
Saud, Minister of the National Guard SANG HQ 

Gift: RM Williams bag and book 
Accompanied by Ambassador King, Minister’s party, 
MAJ Hawke, Senior Trade Commissioner Mr Mark Morley, 
1st Sec. Aplin and Business delegation 

1300 Depart SANG HQ for the Office of Assistant 
Defence Minister Transit Transport: Saudi Arabia and Post 

1330 

Meeting with GEN Mohammad bin Abdullah Al-
Ayesh, Assistant Defence Minister and HE Eng 
Mohammed Al Mady, Military Industries 
Corporation (MIC) 

Office of 
MinDef 

Gift: Book (to GEN Ayesh) 
Accompanied by Ambassador King, Minister’s party, 
MAJ Hawke, STC Morley and select members of business 
delegation 

37(1)(c)
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PDR: MA17-001308  

Email Advice  

Minister Payne sought advice on the order (general business notice of motion 297) for the 
Production of Documents moved by Senator Ludlam and passed by the Senate on 29 March 
2017, in relation to Defence Exports to Saudi Arabia and the Minister for Defence Industry’s 
visit to Saudi Arabia. 

Response:  

The Senate order requires that the Minister for Defence table two sets of documents no 
later than 6pm on 30 March 2017.  The documents are: 

1. The Minister for Defence Industry’s itinerary in Saudi Arabia, and

2. Any documents relating to approvals for military exports to Saudi Arabia since
January 2016.

Documents Covered by the Order 

The following documents have been identified as being in scope of the order: 

 The itinerary for Minister Pyne’s visit to Saudi Arabia 

(sub-para (b)(i) refers). 

 Military export approvals to Saudi Arabia since 2016 – this covers a range of
documents including applications, permits and assessment-related input.  The
media reporting identified 4 approvals since April 2016,

(sub-para (b)(ii) refers). 

Proposed Response to the Order 

Unless the Minister wishes to provide reasons for not providing the requested 
documents she is required to table the documents.  If the Minister wishes to claim an 
exemption she is required to write to the President of the Senate setting out her 
reasons for not providing the documents. 

Following a review of the documents identified against para (b), sub-paras (i) and (ii) 
of the order, it is recommended that the Minister 
document covered by sub-para (i)  the documents covered by  
sub-para (ii).  A draft response (see attachment A) has been prepared for the Minister 
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to provide to the President of the Senate.  The draft response, 
 is attached and the reasoning 

for each set of documents, including supporting comment in italics, is provided below. 

Minister for Defence Industry’s Itinerary 

 

Export Approval Documents 

 Commercial Confidentiality – the information contained in these documents
identifies the commercial interests of the applicant companies, providing
information that is not readily available to the public and any release could have
a detrimental effect on the operations of these companies.  For example, this
information could be used by potential competitors to identify market
opportunities that are being explored by the applicant companies and adversely
impact the competitive advantage of Australian companies.  Further, release of
such commercially sensitive information may reduce potential buyers’
confidence in doing business with Australian companies.

 International Relations – the information contained in these documents includes
information that, if released, would prejudice Australia’s relationship with
other governments and would set a precedent that would constrain Australian
Government agencies’ abilities to provide frank assessments in the future.  This
information is not readily available to the public and any release would cause a
loss of trust and confidence in the Australian government, and provide
information on strategic capabilities and priorities of other governments.
Foreign officials would be less willing to engage with Australian Government
officials and Australian businesses if this information were released.  The
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national interest in not disclosing this information outweighs interest in 
disclosure. 

 National Security – the information contained in these documents would expose
Defence’s and other agencies’ internal procedures and approaches to the
consideration and assessment of export applications, most of which is not
publicly known and is limited to a need-to-know basis.  Release of this sensitive
information would adversely affect the proper and efficient conduct of
Defence’s operations and the ability to meet Australia’s international
commitments to effectively regulate the export of military goods and technology.

This advice has been consulted with: 

s47C, s47E
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Senator the Hon Marise Payne 
Minister for Defence

the consideration and assessment of export applications, most of which is not 
publicly known and is limited to a need-to-know basis.  Release of this 
sensitive information would adversely affect the proper and efficient conduct 
of Defence’s operations and the ability to meet Australia’s international 
commitments to effectively regulate the export of military goods and 
technology. 

Yours sincerely 

MARISE PAYNE 










