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PREFACE TO VOLUME II

The first edition of Volume I of “Nostrums and Quackery” was
published in the latter months of 1911. It was a book of some 500
pages. In less than a year the entire edition was exhausted and a
second edition was prepared which, while off the press in December,
1912, did not get on to the market until the end of January, 1913. The
second edition of Volume I contained all that was in the first edition
with 200 additional pages.

Since the issuance of the Second Edition of Volume I, THE
JourNAL of the American Medical Association has published, week by
week, articles on the nostrum evil, quackery and allied matters affecting
the public health. As this material accumulated it has been collected
according to subject matter and issued in pamphlet form. These
educational pamphlets have been distributed to the medical profession
and to the public at a cost less than that of actual production. The
desirability of publishing this material in book form has long been
evident but economic and other conditions, until now, have made this,
if not impossible, at least impracticable.

The present book, Volume II of “Nostrums and Quackery,” con-
tains practically none of the material appearing in Volume I. To have
combined Volume I with the present volume would have made an
expensive and cumbersome book of about 1500 pages. However, the
index in the present book is a double one, containing references both
to this book and to Volume I (second edition).
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} The present volume contains over 800 pages as compared with 700
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pages in the second edition of Volume I. These figures, however, fail
to convey an adequate idea of the amount of material in this book as
compared with that in the previous volume. Volume I, while uniform
with the present volume in the size of the page, was set in a narrower
~eMfasure. In other words, the type matter on a given page of Volume I
-pyoccupies only a fraction over 21 square inches while the type matter in
~lle present volume occupies nearly 30 square inches. Put another
><Way: the 800 pages in the present volume would, if the type
ohgd been set as it was set in Volume I, occupy over 1100 pages.
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4 PREFACE

The work done by THE JoUuRNAL of the American Medical Asso-
ciation, through its Propaganda Department and Bureau of Investiga-
tion, is wholly educational in character—not punitive. The matter that
appears in this book has been prepared and written in no spirit of
malice and with no object except that of laying before the public
certain facts the knowledge of which is essential to a proper conception
of community health.
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PREFACE TO VOLUME 1, FIRST EDITION

In the latter months of 1905 the first of a series of articles appeared in
Collier's, dealing with what was well named the Great American Fraud-—
that is, the nostrum evil and quackery. These articles ran for some months
and, when completed, were reprinted in booklet form by the American Medical
Association. Tens of thousands of these books have been sold and there is
no question that the wide dissemination of the information contained in the
Great American Fraud series has done much to mitigate the worst evils of the
“patent medicines” and quackery. How hard these forces of evil have been
hit is indicated by the organized attempt on their part to discredit and bring
into disrepute the American Medical Association by means of speciously named
“leagues,” organized by those who are now or have in the past been in the
“patent medicine” business, ostensibly to preserve what has been miscalled
“medical freedom.”

A few years before the first of the Collier’s articles appeared, the American
Medical Association commenced a campaign against the proprietary evil that
existed within the medical profession. After cleaning to a marked degree this
Augean stable, the Association extended its activities to the investigation of
the more widely spread evil of “patent medicines” and quackery. It should
be understood that in many cases there is no clear line of demarcation between
what are commonly known as “patent medicines” and the “ethical proprie-
taries.” As has been shown time and again, it is not unusual for a nostrum
first to be exploited only to the medical profession—as an “ethical proprietary.”
After a sufficient number of testimonials have been received from unthinking
physicians the promoters of the nostrum advertise their wares direct to the
public—as a “patent medicine.” Again, some nostrum exploiters prefer to
exploit their products exclusively through the medical profession, never adver-
tising direct to the laity. On the other hand, there have been a few cases in
which nostrums have first been marketed to the public direct and later have
been advertised either under the same or a different name to physicians.

Many of the articles that have appeared in THE JourNAL of the American
Medical Association during the last few years, dealing with quackery or “patent
medicines,” have been reprinted in pamphlet form for distribution to the laity.
As the number of these pamphlets increased, it was thought desirable to bring
all this matter together in one book. The present volume is the result. Mr.
Adams’ “Great American Fraud” articles aimed to cover the whole subject of
quackery and the nostrum evil in as broad and general a way as possible.
From the nature of the case, it was impossible to give very much space to
any one fraud. The present book differs in just this respect from the Collier’'s
reprint.  'While but comparatively few concerns are dealt with, they are shown
up with special reference to the details of their fraudulent activity. By this
means light has been thrown into the innermost recesses—the holy of holies
of quackery. It is believed that a perusal of the cases here presented will so
plainly show the fraud, the greed and the danger that are inseparable from
“patent medicine” exploitation and quackery that the reader must perforce
be protected in no small degree from this widespread evil.

While most of the matter here given is the result of work done directly by
the American Medical Association, we have not hesitated to take advantage
of the splendid work done by the Post Office Department through the agency
of the fraud order and also of that done by the federal and state officials in
enforcing national and state pure food laws. It is an unfortunate fact that
much of the valuable work done by officials entrusted with the execution of
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6 PREFACE

the Food and Drugs Act is buried in official documents that never reach those
to whom such work is of the greatest value. We make no apology, therefore,
for presenting in as popular a form as is consistent with scientific accuracy,
the results of much of this work. In addition to these sources of information
we have quoted freely from the reports that have appeared in the British Med-
ical Journal on nostrums and quackery.

For the purpose of classification, this book has been divided into three gen-
eral departments; the first deals with quackery, the second with nostrums, while
the third contains miscellaneous matter that did not seem to belong to either
of the other two divisions. Actually, there is no clear line between these
divisions. While as a general thing, the preparations classed as nostrums are
such as are sold through the medium of drug stores, yet, in a few cases, they
are sold by the manufacturer—or, more commonly, the exploiter—direct. On
the other hand, while we have classed under quackery those concerns which
profess to diagnose and treat disease, some of these institutions also list their
medicaments with the wholesale and retail drug firms. The divisions, therefore,
are purely arbitrary.

Just a word as to the distinction made between proprietary medicines and
“patent medicines.” Strictly speaking, practically all nostrums on the market
are proprietary medicines and but very few are true patent medicines. A patent
medicine, in the legal sense of the word, is a medicine whose composition or
method of making, or both, has been patented. Evidently, therefore, a patent
medicine is not a secret preparation because its composition must appear in
the patent specifications. Nearly every nostrum, instead of being patented, is
given a fanciful name and that name is registered at Washington; the name
thus becomes the property of the nostrum exploiter for all time. While the
composition of the preparation, and the curative effects claimed for it, may be
changed at the whim of its owner, his proprietorship in the name remains
intact. As has been said, a true patent medicine is not a secret preparation;
moreover, the product becomes public property at the end of seventeen years.
As the term “patent medicine” has come to have a definite meaning to the
public, this term is used in its colloquial sense throughout the book. That is
to say, all nostrums advertised and sold direct to the public are referred to
as “patent medicines”; those which are advertised directly only to physicians
are spoken of as “proprietaries.”

PREFACE TO VOLUME I, SECOND EDITION

“Nostrums and Quackery” was published by the American Medical Asso-
ciation in the belief not only that the information is contained ought to go
to the public but also that the public desired just such -information. The best
evidence that this belief was justified is the necessity of issuing a second edi-
tion in less than a year. The second edition is larger by about two hundred
pages. Much entirely new matter has been added and a large portion of the
material that appeared in the first edition has been brought down to date.

Quackery does not die easily. Exposures of the frauds perpetrated by
quacks and nostrum venders do good only to the extent that such exposés
educate the public. When the veil of mystery is torn from the medical faker,
the naked sordidness and inherent worthlessness that remains suffices to make
quackery its own greatest condemnation. This is the mission on which
“Nostrums and Quackery” goes forth.
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ALCOHOI. AND DRUG CURES 11

Although the worthlessness of this product is obvious it was believed that
its composition would be of interest, and an analysis of the stuff was made in
the Association’s laboratory. The report follows:

LABORATORY REPORT

“Original packages of ‘Dr. Haines’ Golden Treatment for the Liquor Habit’
(price, $3.00 each), prepared by the Golden Specific Co., Cincinnati, O., were
submitted to the Chemical Laboratory for examination. Each box contained 40
powders, the average weight of each powder being .75 gm. (11.5 grains). The
material had a light brown color, a celery-like odor and a sharp taste. Under
the microscope a few starch grains resembling those of ipecac were discerned;
wheat starch was present in relatively large amounts. Qualitative tests demon-
strated the presence of capsicum, lactose, starch, a small amount of resin and a
very small amount of alkaloid. The amount of alkaloid was so small that
positive tests could not be obtained for the ipecac alkaloids. Emodin-bearing
drugs were not present. The quantitative determinations were ash 1.47 per cent.;
moisture (loss at 130°) 4.29 per cent.; lactose 47.5 per cent.; alkaloids 0.0003
per cent. From the analysis it appears that Dr. Haines’ Golden Treatment is
composed essentially of milk sugar, starch, capsicum and a minute amount of
ipecac.”—(From The Journal A. M. A., Oct. 27, 1917.)

THE RICHIE MORPHIN CURE

In his series of articles on “The Great American Fraud” which ran a few
years ago in Collier's, Mr. Samuel Hopkins Adams devoted one chapter to “The
Scavengers.” This appropriate title he applied to those who, under the guise
of selling mail-order “cures” for the morphin habit, fostered the slavery of the
drug habit for their own profit by substituting for the morphin addiction an
addiction to their villainous mixtures of opiates. One of the concerns described
by Mr. Adams in this chapter was the Richie Company, Brooklyn, N. Y., of
which he said:

“Surrounded by the best religious influences, in the Presbyterian Building
at 156 Fifth Avenue, New York City, the Rev. W. N. Richie, D.D., holds
forth. Here, in pious words, he invokes the aid of Heaven upon his transac-
tions. He has another address, 105 St. James Place, Brooklyn, where he
does the work of Hell. By his catch-word, ‘for the sake of humanity,’ he has
inveigled a number of well-meaning and otherwise intelligent gentlemen
into supporting his scheme with their names. As high-minded a man as
the late Rev. John Hall was duped, and his picture is now used on the cover
of one of the Richie circulars. Rev. Dr. Burrell, the late Rev. S. S. Baldwin,
Rev. C. A. Stoddard, and the editors of the Independent, Christian Work
and other religious journals appear as endorsers of the Richie ‘cure’ The
‘literature’ gotten out by the reverend exploiter reeks of a smug pseudo-
piety. He recommends his nostrum as a ‘Painless cure for all drug habits.
Only cure endorsed by the secretaries of Foreign Mission Boards, Inter-
denominational Committee, etc” He claims that it will cause ‘actual destruc-
tion of the desire for narcotics.” On his letter-head appear conspicuously
the words ‘Supports better than the drug. No substitute” Mark that ‘No
substitute. This means that in the remedy no drug is substituted for the
one used by the victim. It is a lie. The Rev. Dr. Richie knows it for a lie.
So well does he know it that his employees dare not back it up in their
correspondence. After procuring a sample of the output, I wrote, under an
assumed name, saying that it produced the same effect as morphin, and
asking if it contained any of that drug. Here is the reply: ‘There would
be no special advantage in our denying or asserting the use of morphin or
opium in the remedy.’ ‘No special use,’ indeed! Their sample, on analysis,
contains 2.12 grains of crystallized morphin per dose.
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12 ALCOHOL AND DRUG CURES ]

“l am invited to cure myself by taking this stuff four times a day. If
I lived through the first dose, the second would kill me, or any of my
readers who is not a morphin fiend. The ordinary dose is one-eighth of a
grain, heavy dose one-fourth of a grain. But the Richie Company supposes
I can stand more, so they endeavor to foist their concoction on me in place
of my supposed addiction. How does this comport with their ‘No substitu-
tion’ claim? This and other questions I put in writing to the Rev. Dr.
Richie. He has not answered it. His silence is not surprising. It is the
part of wisdom—or, at least, caution. I’'m not certain just how to place this
reverend gentleman. It may be that he has been fooled into believing in
the ‘Richie cure,’ and that he is an exemplar of a type of asininity so baneful
and deadly that its possessor ought, for the sake of the public, to be perma-
nently established in an asylum for the dangerously imbecile. But I think
not. I think he cannot be ignorant of his traffic in ruined lives. This
alternative implies flat criminality. Nor has the divinity doctor always
eluded the clutch of the law. He has been convicted and fined for practicing
medicine without a license.”

The foregoing appeared in Collier’s Sept. 22, 1906. On Jan. 5, 1909, June 5,
1909, and March 15, 1910, the Richie Company shipped from the state of New
York into the District of Columbia three consignments of its “cure.” Samples
from the different consignments were analyzed by the Bureau of Chemistry of
the Department of Agriculture, and the federal chemists reported that the
product consisted of a water-alcohol solution of morphin sulphate, glycerin,
pepsin, salicylic acid and undetermined matter. The first shipment consisted of
five bottles which contained morphin sulphate in amounts varying from 14.2
grains to the fluidounce to 9.2 grains to the fluidounce. The ten bottles in the
second shipment contained this same drug in amounts varying from 12.35 grains
to 7.21 grains to the fluidounce. The third shipment of ten bottles also contained
morphin sulphate, varying in amounts from 15.85 to 8.22 grains to the fluidounce.

On March 14, 1911, more than two years after the first shipment was made,
the United States Attorney for the Eastern District of New York, acting on
the report of the Secretary of Agriculture, filed an information against William
N. Richie and Grant N. Richie, who were copartners under the name “Richie
Company.” The product was declared misbranded because the bottles and
packages did not bear a statement on the label of the quantity and proportion
of morphin. On March 18, 1911, the two Richies entered a plea of “not guilty”
and three months later filed a demurrer. The court overruled the demurrer and
on April 2, 1913, William N. Richie and Grant N. Richie withdrew their former
plea of “not guilty” and entered a plea of “guilty.”” The court suspended
sentence '—[Notice of Judgment No. 2554, issued Oct. 31, 1913.]

TESCUM AND NICOTOL

“Tescum” and “Nicotol” were two nostrums put out by the H. J. Brown
Medicine Co. of Cleveland, Ohio.

“Tescum” was sold as an alleged cure for drunkenness and “Nicotol” as
an alleged cure for the tobacco habit. They were both worthless humbugs.
According to the Tescum advertisements: H. J. Brown was a drunkard who
finally reached the place where he was drunk practically all the time; a former
friend wrote to Brown’s sister, whose home was in Germany, telling of his
condition; the sister “consulted a famous chemist, who gave her a prescription,
a secret formula,” and told her that, if she could arrange to put it in Brown’s
coffee or tea, “it would destroy the appetite for alcohol in any form”; the sister
took the first steamer for New York, and immediately began to give him the
remedy unknown to him; the remedy cured him!
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. ALCOHOL AND DRUG CURES 13

As has been said before, any drug which is sold under the claim that it may
be given secretly to a victim of drunkenness and cure him of the habit is sold
under cruelly lying claims. Its exploitation is a heartless and cowardly fraud.

Tescum was reported on by the Dairy and Food Division of the Board of
Agriculture of Ohio some time ago which declared that it consisted chiefly of
tartar emetic. This drug is an irritant poison and may profoundly depress
the heart. To sell a mixture of this kind without warning as to its dangerous
character is little less than criminal.

“Nicotol” was described in the advertisements as a “Home Treatment Given
Secretly that Destroys the Craving for Tobacco.” Of course, a cure for the
tobacco habit can no more be produced without the knowledge and cooperation
of the patient than can a cure for the alcohol habit be produced under the same
conditions. The advertisement continued:

“To break a man of the tobacco habit, go to your druggist and get a package of Nicotol
powders. Give him Nicotol secretly in food or drink as directed, and in a short time tobacco
becomes distasteful.”

Then there was this sort of bosh served up to the public:

“Thousands of men suffering from fatal diseases would be in perfect health today were it
not for the deadly drug Nicotine.”

Several of the Nicotol advertisements featured a “Dr. Connor, formerly of
Johns Hopkins Hospital” and quoted this hypothetical individual as having had
remarkable success with the use of Nicotol. The advertising of this concern
became so flagrant that the National Vigilance Committee of the Associated
Advertising Clubs of the World investigated the matter and in September,
1920 issued a special bulletin giving the results of their investigation. Accord-
ing to their report, the Nicotol “treatment” consists of two kinds of tablets, one
called “Nicotol” and the other “Tokosan.” The chemist who examined these
tablets for the National Vigilance Committee reported that Nicotol Tablets
“contained substantially nothing more than corn starch, calamus and prob-
ably some charcoal.” And they added “our examination failed to disclose any
markedly active medicinal substance.”” The Tokosan Tablets, according to
the same authority, “contained corn starch and cinchona bark (quinin),” and
these were the only constituents the chemists were able to identify. As for Dr.
Connor, the Johns Hopkins Hospital had never heard of him and reported that
he had never been carried on their rolls either at the hospital or medical
school.

VARLEX COMPOUND

“Varlex Compound,” put on the market by the Varlex Manufacturing Com-
pany, Kansas City, Mo., is sold under the claim that it can be given secretly
to “cure” the liquor and tobacco habits. There is no preparation that can be
given secretly to cure alcoholism; wives and children of inebriates reading
advertisements of the Varlex type purchase the worthless nostrums, often with
money that can be ill afforded, in the hope of releasing father or husband from
the thraldom of alcoholism. Those engaged in the business of selling these
alleged cures know full well that there is not one chance in a thousand that the
return of the money spent will be demanded; for, in the nature of the case, the
victims are unwilling to risk the publicity that such a demand would bring.

Varlex Compound is advertised by the “prescription fakes” method. Under
the heading “Home Recipe for the Liquor Habit” the claim is made that a
“well-known physician located in the Middle West, who has treated thousands
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of cases of the liquor habit” gives the following “simple inexpensive prescription

that can be given secretly in coffee, milk, water or in the food.”

prescription is:

mitted to the Chemical Laboratory for examination.

T

= —
Home Recipe fori

Water
Muriate of Ammonia
Varlex Compound
Pepsin

..............................................

.................................
...................................

..............................................

The alleged

3 oz.
20 grains
1 pkg.
10 grains

A package of “Varlex Compound” was submitted to the Association's labora-
tory. Here is the report of analysis:

LABORATORY REPORT

One package of “Varlex Compound for Making a Treatment for the Liquor
and Tobacco Habit,” prepared by Varlex Mfg. Co., Kansas City, Mo., was sub-

the Liquor Habit

Well Known Physicfan Who Has
Treated Thousands of Cases Glves
Out Simple Mome Reclpe
to Be Given Secretly.

A well known physician, located in
the Miadle West. who has treated
thousands of cases of hiquor habit, in
a recent interview made the follow-
ing statement: “The cost of the druge
used to treat the liquor habit in the
high priced sanitarivme is very little
Here 15 a simple, incxpensive pre-
scription that can be given secretly
1n coffec, mitk, water or in the {ogd

The package contained
about 48 grains of a brownish-white pow-
der, having a slightly sweet taste. Qualita-
tive tests demonstrated the presence of milk
sugar (lactose). Alkaloids and metallic sub-
stances were not found. Quantitative de-
terminations indicated that the powder
consisted of approximately 97 per cent.
lactose and 3 per cent. moisture. In other
words, it appears to be essentially milk-sugar.

The swindler who sells fake mining stock
to widows and the hold-up man who makes
women and girls his victims rank higher,
morally and ethically, than those who would
sell worthless nostrums to unfortunate
women who grasp, despairingly, at the
promise that with the aid of these mixtures

as itbas no taste, color or smell. R
¥ oz of weees.agd 20 grains of mur-
ate of ammonia, & ox of Var-
oC nd 10 graind¥ of Pepe
o coftee or food a tea-
spoonful three times a day. This
prescription 1s perfectly harmless,
can be filled at any drug store and

will be found very eflective in tht
treatment of the liquor habit”

SOME MISCELLANEOUS “CURES”

Antialkoholin Drink Cure.—According to a report published in the Phar-
maceutical Journal and Pharmacist, May 9, 1914, “nothing but milk sugar could
be identified in this remedy.”

Antidipso.—This alleged cure for the drink habit was sold by a London con-
cern and was analyzed by the chemists of the British Medical Association.
The “cure” consisted of two powders, white and colored, respectively. The
white powders were found on analysis to contain about one-fourth potassium
bromid, and three-fourths milk sugar; while the colored powders contained
one-third potassium bromid, and two-thirds milk sugar.

Carney Common Sense Opiate Cure.—This preparation was analyzed by the
Massachusetts State Board of Health, which reported in 1907 that the stuff
was a series of solutions containing various quantities of morphin.

Coho Drink Cure.—This preparation, according to the Pharmaceutical Jour-
nal and Pharmacist, May 9, 1914, “is said to be a weak alcoholic solution flavored
with essential oils, among which caraway and cinnamon could be recognized
by odor.”

they can free their loved ones from the
slavery of drink. Kansas City, Mo,, is the
home of more than one medical humbug
but none is more disreputable than that
exploited by the Varlex Manufacturing Com-
pany.—(From The Journal A. M. A., Now.
6, 1915.)
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16 ALCOHOL AND DRUG CURES

corresponding to about 38 minims of tincture of nux vomica to each bottle.
There was also found a non-alkaloidal bitter principle which, apparently, was
picrotoxin. In Great Britain the stuff, because of the presence of strychnin,
had to be labeled “Poison” in accordance with the Pharmacy Act.

Orrine.—This alleged cure for the alcohol habit was sold in two forms, one
to be given secretly, and the other to be taken voluntarily. “Orrine No. 1” has
been analyzed by various state chemists. The Connecticut report for 1914
declared that the stuff contained over 84 per cent. of milk sugar, 15 per cent.
ammonium chlorid, and ¥ of 1 per cent. gold chlorid.

Plummer’s Tobacco Cure.—This, according to the North Dakota Experiment
Station Report for 1910, consisted essentially of pieces of gentian root.

St. Anne’s Morphin Cure.—This product, according to the state chemists of
Massachusetts (1903) contained 1 grain of morphin and 1.8 grains of caffein to
the fluid ounce.

St. James Society Drug Cure.—The St. James Society of New York City
sold a morphin mixture to morphin habitués, under the guise of a “cure.” Its
method was to send its poor dupes a series of bottles labeled 1 to 10, containing
a mixture of morphin and alcohol. The Bureau of Chemistry of the Department
of Agriculture, U. S. Government, declared two of the shipments made by this
concern misbranded under the Food and Drugs Act in that the amount of
morphin and alcohol found in the preparation was different from that stated
on the label. The St. James Society pleaded guilty and was fined $25.—[Notice
of Judgment No. 1291; issued April 4, 1912.)

Starnes Drug-Habit Cure.—W. A. Starnes, Atlanta, Ga., shipped a number
of bottles of a preparation supposed to be a cure for the drug habit. Analysis
disclosed the presence of morphin, and as there was no statement to that effect,
the product was declared misbranded. The defendant pleaded guilty and was
fined.—[Notice of Judgment No. 694; issued Dec. 17, 1910.]

Tobacco Redeemer.—One broken package of Tobacco Redeemer, manufac-
tured by the Newell Pharmacal Company, St. Louis, was sent to the Chemical
Laboratory for examination. The package contained two boxes. Qualitative
tests indicated the following:

The larger box contained dark brown tablets bearing the letters “N.N.”
These tablets were quite bitter and the taste of licorice was very pronounced.
A small amount of alkaloids was present but did not respond to tests for strych-
nin, quinin, caffein, or mydriatic alkaloids. The tablets probably contain
licorice and a bitter drug such as gentian as constituents. The smaller box
was labeled “Tonic Tablets.” This box, as received, contained five tablets.
These had a red coating easily removed by water, and also a covering of
calcium carbonate, inside of which was a brown mass very bitter in taste. This
inner substance responded to tests for aloes or other emodin-bearing drug and
strychnin. Owing to the limited amount of material other tests were not made.—
(From the Annual Reports of the A. M. A. Chemical Laboratory, 1915.)

Tucker’s Drug-Habit Cure..—W. J. Tucker, Atlanta, Ga., shipped a quantity
of a drug product, alleged to be a cure for the drug-habit, to the District of
Columbia. The stuff was analyzed by the Government chemists and found to
. contain both alcohol and morphin., As the presence of neither of these sub-
stances was stated on the label, the preparation was declared misbranded.
Tucker pleaded guilty and a fine was imposed.—([Notice of Judgment No. 693;
issued Dec. 17, 1910.]
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Weatherby’s Opium Antidote.—This preparation was reported by the Idaho
state chemists in 1912 to contain 1% grains of morphin to each 100 c.c.

White Ribbon Remedy.—This alleged cure for alcoholism came in the form
of powders, 12 to a box, price $1. The state chemists of Connecticut analyzed
the preparation in 1914, and found it to contain about 95 per cent. milk sugar,
and about 5 per cent. ammonium chlorid. At this rate it would be necessary
for the patient to take 18 powders, costing $1.50, to obtain an ordinary dose of
ammonium chlorid.

Woods’ Tobacco Cure—The alleged cures for the drink and tobacco habits
sold by Edward J. Woods of New York were dealt with in “Nostrums and
Quackery” (1912). In February, 1921, the Government declared the “tobacco
habit cure” a fraud and denied the use of the U. S. mails to Edward ]J.
Woods, Inc.
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“Every man who trades in this market, whether he pockets the profits of the maker,
the purveyor or the advertiser, takes toll of blood. He may not decelve himself here, for
here the patent medicine business is nakedest, most cold-hearted. Relentiess greed sets
the trap and death is partner in the enterprise.”’—SAMUEL HOPKINS ADAMS.

|

In few organic diseases does the mental element play so important a part as

it does in consumption. How great the psychic factor is, was strikingly shown
by the experiments of Albert Mathieu, the French physician. Mathieu led his
tuberculosis patients to believe that a wonderful “serum” for the cure of tuber-
culosis had been discovered. To these patients he gave injections of what
they supposed to be this “serum,” but what actually was a small quantity of
a solution of common salt, and carefully noted their condition. A remarkable
change was seen; the appetite improved, the temperature diminished, the cough,
expectoration and night-sweats were mitigated and the patients began to gain
in weight. With the discontinuance of the injections the old symptoms returned.

Mathieu’s experiments scientifically proved what every physician who treats
phthisical patients knows. Any change either in the treatment itself or in the
individual giving the treatment is likely to result in a temporary improvement
of the patient. It is this curious psychologic fact that makes the tuberculous
patient a pitifully easy victim of those who advertise worthless or fraudulent
“consumption cures.” The speciously worded advertisement, the exaggerated
claims, the testimonials — all conspire to convince the consumptive that here at
last is the long-hoped-for “cure.” Hence the profitableness of this despicable
branch of quackery. In the following pages a few of the almost innumerable
“consumption cures” are described. Many other products of this type were
dealt with in “Nostrums and Quackery” (1912).

“ADDILINE”

“Addiline” was extensively advertised as a cure for consumption. The gen-
eral type of its newspaper advertisements consisted of a “before and after
taking” picture headed “I CURED MYSELF OF TUBERCULOSIS.” Occa-
sionally a newspaper with the stirrings of better things in it but still needing
the money from such disreputable sources, ran the advertisement reading:
“I FREED MYSELF FROM TUBERCULOSIS.”

The nostrum was sold on the mail-order plan and, like so many others of its
type, carried with it a fake guarantee that, so far as the consumptive was con-
cerned, was not worth the paper on which it was printed. It was the usual
scheme offering to return the price of the first four weeks’ treatment if at the
end of six weeks from the time that the purchase was made the user would
certify that he had used Addiline for twenty-eight consecutive days in accord-
ance with the directions and had received no benefit. Any one familiar with
the attitude of the consumptive toward new and widely heralded treatments
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knows that ninety-nine out of a hundred would report at the end of the first
six weeks that they had been benefited.

This nostrum was made the subject of an investigation by the National
Vigilance Committee of the Associated Advertising Clubs of the World which
published a special bulletin on the subject in May, 1920. Thls organization
reported that the chemists declared:

“It [Addiline] contains a large proportion of kerosene and a smaller pro-

portion of turpentine and that is all it contains except a small amount of
aromatic oil.”

The chemists add facetiously that it would make a better furniture polish
than tuberculosis remedy. The amount of Addiline that was sold by the com-
pany for $5.50 would cost about 35 cents if bought from a druggist.

THE DUKET “CONSUMPTION CURE”

Three or four years ago we began to receive inquiries concerning a “consump-
tion cure” exploited by one Peter P. Duket, M.D., in and around Findlay and
Toledo, Ohio. As in all such cases, the advertising matter, circular letters, etc,,
sent out by the promoter were collected with the intention of making a thorough
investigation. It soon became evident, however, that the fake was a minor one
and that its perpetrator was but a small fish in the ocean of quackery. There
were so many other and more dangerous frauds to be shown up that the
Findlay concern was not deemed worth space in THE JourNaL. The data col-
lected were filed with such occasional additional matter as came to THE JOURNAL
office; otherwise the case was forgotten. Suddenly, however, the Duket “cure”
has flared into prominence: two months ago the newspapers heralded a new
“cure” for consumption emanating from Chicago, professionally fathered by a
medical college of that city and financially backed by a widely-known politician
and banker. The conditions under which this unknown product is now being
exploited are entirely different from those under which it was pushed in Findlay ;
its possibilities for harm have been enormously increased through its tacit
recognition by presumably responsible persons. THE JoUrNAL, therefore, makes
no apology for taking up the subject. It believes that when its readers have
gone over the articles that follow they will wonder what can have led the
Bennett Medical College to lend recognition to a humbug so palpable. Mr.
Lorimer's connection with this latest medical fiasco may charitably be assumed
to be an altruistic one. But why men of scientifie training should allow them-
selves to be drawn into a thing of this sort is hard to understand.—(Modified
from The Journal A. M. A., May 24, 1913.)

ARTICLE 1

About the time that Friedmann’s press-agents were getting in their finest
work, and when any news item —no matter how bizarre — regarding a con-
sumption cure, made good newspaper “copy”, the Chicago newspapers came out
with sensational articles regarding a locally exploited “cure” for the white
plague. Dr. Peter P. Duket of Chicago had produced, we were told, a “serum”
that would cure tuberculosis. It is probable that Chicago newspapers would
not have “fallen for” this canard, if it had not been given an artificial news
value by the fact that the “cure” was financed by William Lorimer, who for a
time occupied a seat in the United States senate.

Newspaper notoriety seems to have been assiduously cultivated, and the
“Duket serum” has been given publicity at stated intervals from the time of
the first sensational articles in the early part of March until the present. The
latest developments are that Mr. Lorimer has asked the governor of each state
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Toledo, Ohio. The politician had the chief of police of Denver wire the chief
of police of Toledo to locate the goat. The Toledo police chief both wired
and wrote that investigation indicated that Duket had not at that time and
never had had any goats quartered at the address given.

DUKET'S FINDLAY SANATORIUM

In 1910 and 1911 Duket was operating what he called the “Tubercular
Sanitarium Company” at Findlay, Ohio. He was using this concern as head-
quarters for the exploitation of his so-called serum. Business apparently being
slow, Duket seems to have gone about the country drumming up patients. He
issued a somewhat elaborate booklet describing the sanatorium and giving some
indefinite information regarding his medicament. When in a town he would
send out this booklet to prospective victims with a rubber stamp imprint on
its title-page giving the name of the hotel at which he was staying and the time
that he could be seen.

CLAIMS MADE FOR DUKET'S CURE

From this booklet we take the following quotations:

**The only treatment that is to be considered is an intravenous treatment with an anti-
septic lymph.”

“This antiseptic lymph is non-toxic, non-irritant and subdues the inflammation of the
lungs.”

“In our treatment we use an antiseptic lymph which is a recent discovery and has been
used by ourselves exclusively.”

“There is no other institution in the world that has the same antiseptic lymph."”

“It is not made from any product from tubercle bacilli.”

“When given intravenously the action of the germs ceases. The patients are restored
rapidly to their normal weight enabling the system to assist the antiseptic in destroying
the germs and curing the disease.”

With the usual assurance of exploiters of “consumption cures,” Duket was
not at all modest in the claims made for his “antiseptic lymph.” Here is what
he gave as the percentage of ‘“cures” made by his “treatment”:

Patients in the first stage, 90 per cent. of cures.

Patients in the second stage, 75 per cent. of cures.

Patients in the third stage, 50 per cent. of cures.

To a layman who wrote to the Findlay institution Duket replied in part:

“The length of time required to be at the sanitarium or to effect a cure is 10 weeks.
In some cases, of course, it may be longer than that.

‘“We have made some very remarkable cures and hope that you will not delay in coming.”

As this letter was not answered, a few days later another communication
came from Duket, four pages in length, urging the prospective patient to come to
Findlay. “The treatment is safe, and none but good results follow,” the
recipient of the letter was told. This does not seem invariably to have been
the case. A tuberculous subject who had been to the Ohio State Sanatorium
and returned greatly improved took Duket’s treatment. Each injection was
followed by a rise in temperature and a chill and in a few weeks all the good
that had been accomplished at the state institution was undone. The poor
fellow died and his brother writes that neither the deceased nor he noticed any
improvement when his brother returned from Duket’s sanatorium.

Here then is another alleged cure for tuberculosis being foisted on the public
by a man who has no scientific standing and who has had little or no scientific
training. Nor is this all. Duket has succeeded in enlisting the help of men
whose motives we need not question and whose influence is greater than his own.
Thus the potentialities for harm are enormously increased. At an early date we
hope to be able to give our readers further details regarding the results of the
“cure” itself. In the meantime, every physician will, in the interest of his tuber-
culous patients, do well to give them such facts as we have presented regarding
this latest cure.—(From The Journal A. M. A., May 10, 1913.)
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exhibit is a long list of death certificates. When conducting his “Tubercular
Sanitarium” at Findlay, Ohio, Duket issued a prospectus containing a descrip-
tion of the “sanitarium” and a farrago of pseudoscientific nonsense about the
“cure.” The booklet also gave what purported to be reports of cases of tuber-
culosis in patients who were successfully treated by his “exclusive” method.
Of the fifteen case-reports, in only three were actual names furnished. The
remaining twelve were identified by initials and addresses. Of these twelve, four
were Toledo patients, and it is manifestly impossible to obtain data regarding
individuals who are known only by initials and who live, or did live, in a city
of nearly 200,000 population. This left eight cases of patients, identifiable only
by initials, and living in small towns, whom Duket claimed to have cured with
his “lymph.” Inquiries were addressed to physicians in these towns asking for
such information as they could give us regarding the cases. We hdve received
replies from four of them.

Here it should be said that the three cases described in Duket’s booklet in
which the full names and addresses were given are those of Henry Buske of
Toledo, Herman Buske of Adrian, Mich., and Bessie Gartz of Toledo. The two
Buskes are brothers and are both living; Miss Gartz, also, is living. These three
seem to be Duket’s forlorn hope in his present exploitation. Miss Gartz admits
that she and the two Buskes were present at a consultation held in Adrian, Mich.,
a little while ago at which a representative of the Bennett Medical College was
among those present. In the reports that follow, it should be noted that Henry
Buske seems to have drummed up a good deal of “trade” for Duket at the time
he was in Findlay.

PUBLISHED REPORTS—AND THE FACTS

Now for the reports on those cases, that we have been able to trace, described
in the Duket booklet published in March, 1911,

What the booklet said: ‘“Mrs. B. McC———, Circleville, Ohio. Admitted on Sept. 24,
1910. Weight 90 pounds. The disease had reached the stage of suppuration, or third-stage.
Left on Dec. 3, 1910. Weight 97 pounds. Feeling good.”

What we found: Mrs. B. McC——, Circleville, Ohio, although reported to
have left Duket’s “sanitarium” in December, 1910, “feeling good,” went back
there in March, 1911. Her daughter states that she “never was any better any
time while under this treatment.” ,She died July, 1911, of pulmonary tuberculosis.

What the booklet said: ‘“Mrs. F. McG——————, Upper Sandusky, Ohio. Admitted on
Oct. 26, 1910. Weight 95% pounds. Left on Jan. 14, 1911. Weight 105% pounds. The
disease had reached the third stage and well advanced. The patient is now in good health.”

What we found: Mrs. F. McG—— went to a reputable physician in Upper
Sandusky a few weeks after her return —“in good health”—from Duket’s “sani-
tarium.” The physician reports that he “found her in very advanced pulmonary
tuberculosis with some involvement of the digestive tract.”” This diagnosis was
substantiated by a bacteriologic examination made at the Hygienic Laboratories
of the Ohio State Board of Health. Mrs. McG—— then went to another physi-
cian, who advised an operation, to which she submitted. She died a few days
after the operation. The physician who first examined her after her return
from the Duket place says: “I am satisfied she would have died of tuberculosis
in three months at most from the time I first saw her.”

What the booklet said: “Mrs. C. L— —, Arlington, Ohio. Admitted on Nov. 1, 1910.
Weight 110 pounds. Left on Jan. 20, 1911. Weight 120% pounds. The disease had reached
the third stage. The patient is now feeling well.”

Google



24 CONSUMPTION CURES

What we found: Mrs. C. L—— was not benefited by the Duket treatment.
Our informant writes: “The lady was up and able to do part of her work before
treatment, which she was never able to thercafter.” Mrs. L—— died of tuber-
culosis in July, 1912,
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roduced are of individuals that Duket claimed to have cured and whose cases he advertised to decoy other con-
king his ‘“antiseptic lymph.”

What Duket has to show for his “cure”!

sumptives into ta

here rep

What the booklet said: “Mrs. C. F. K————, McComb, Ohio. Admitted on Nov. 12,
1910. Weight 9414 pounds. Left on Jan. 22, 1911, Weight 108 pounds. The disecase had
rcached the third stage. The patient is now feeling well.”

W hat we found: Mrs. C. F. K died of pulmonary tuberculosis in April,
1911, three months after leaving the Duket place, “feeling well.”
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SOME MORE CURES

These are all the reports we have obtained up to date regarding the cases
described in the Duket booklet. We have, however, been able to obtain reports
of other cases of which Duket — with more shrewdness than frankness — makes
no record in his booklet. We have signed statements for the matter we are
about to give and also have certified copies of the death certificates of the
individuals whose cases are described. To shield the relatives of the unfortunate
victims from an unenviable publicity, we give merely the initials of the persons
involved :

Mr. S. C——. First taken sick in 1911. Went to Findlay in the fall, where
he took three treatments, staying about two months. Duket said to have prom-

ised to cure him in three treatments, but the patient returned unimproved. Died
July, 1912,

Myr. A. K——'s mother states that her son first went to the Ohio state sana-
torium for tuberculosis, where he remained under treatment until June, 1910.
Came home much improved. Later he went to Duket’'s “sanitarium,” where he
received three injections. The “treatment” cost $210. Duket is quoted to have
said that three treatments would cure him. After giving the treatments Duket
is said to have told the patient he was cured and could go hime. He died
January, 1913.

Myr. F. J. K——'s mother states that her son first heard of Duket in January,
1911, from an acquaintance of Henry Buske. Duket and Buske called to see him
and Duket is said to have promised a cure after three treatments. Treatments
cost $195. Had the last treatment in March, 1911; died two weeks later.

Myr. W. L——'s wife said that her husband heard of Duket through a man
who worked with Henry Buske. Went to Duket’s “sanitarium” in June, 1910,
and stayed six weeks. Received four or five injections. Returned home weaker
than before going away. Died November, 1910.

Mr. G. S. C——'s father stated that his son was persuaded to go to Findlay
by the man who was financing Duket's “sanitarium.” Was told that if he
would take three injections three weeks apart he would be able to return home
cured. Was to pay $25 for each treatment and $15 a week for board. Went to
the Duket “sanitarium” in July, 1910. Was given four injections. Death
occurred in September, 1910. Duket is said to have collected for the fourth -
treatment after threatening suit.

Miss W. W——, according to her mother, heard of the Duket treatment
through a relative of Henry Buske. Buske sent Duket to call. Duket is said
to have claimed he could cure Miss W. in four treatments. She went to
Findlay in January, 1911, and had three treatments, paid $25 for each treatment
and $15 a week in advance for room. After six weeks Duket advised her to
return home, which she did in March, 1911. Fout weeks later she died. Her
mother states that her daughter “had not coughed or raised sputum” until after
beginning the Duket treatment.

Miss M. §. C——, who is still living, states that she heard of Duket through
Henry Buske and that Duket promised the first treatment would relieve her
cough and that two more treatments would make a definite cure. Duket wanted
to give a fourth treatment, but she would not permit it. When giving the
second treatment, Duket failed to locate a vein and had to make two incisions.
Miss C has four large scars as a result of the “treatment.” She states
that she never had any hemorrhages, that the treatment did not modify the
cough and that she lost weight while at the “sanitarium.” She also states that
Duket had only one nurse at any one time at the “sanitarium” and that this
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nurse also had to do the cooking. When Miss C refused the fourth treat-
ment, Duket told her she would not live three months. This was three years
ago. Miss C is still living.

Such, then, are the records of some of the Duket cases of which we have
learned. To give in brief the results of our investigations, the following list
is printed. Unquestionably it could be greatly enlarged if a more extended
search were made but, as it is, it should be sufficient to demonstrate the absolute
worthlessness of the “cure” and the utter unreliability of the man exploiting it.
These cases are not selected.

PATIENT ADDRESS CONDITION
1. Miss M. S. C...........ooiintn Toledo, Ohio .................. Alive
2. Mr. S, Covvereee e Toledo, Ohio .................. Dead
3.Mr. A. Koo Toledo, Ohio ...........c..cuun Dead
4. Mr. F. K. K..ooiiiiiiiiieneees Toledo, Ohio .................. Dead
S. Mr. W. L........oiiiiiiiiinnne. Toledo, Ohio .....ccc..oiiatn, Dead
6. Mr. G. C. S......civviiiinnnn Toledo, Ohio ........covvnvennn Dead
7. Miss W. W.. ..o iiiiiiniieinnens Toledo, Ohio ....vvvvviviiennn. Dead
8. Miss B. G......ovveiinineene, Toledo, Ohio ........cvvevun.. Alive
9. Mrs. E. OH..........iviennn. Findlay, Ohio ................. Dead
10. Mrs. A . M. E................... Lucas County, Ohio ........... Dead
11. Mrs. S. E. U..ooivviiniiians. Toledo, Ohio .....ccovvvvnunnn Dead
12 Mr. O. B...o o Toledo, Ohio .......ovovnnnnn. Dead
13. Mr. H. B......... ...l Toledo, Ohio .................. Alive
14. Mr. H. Boooo oo Adrian, Mich, ................. Alive
15. Mrs. B. McC................... Circleville, Ohio ............... Dead
16. Mrs. F. McG................... Upper Sandusky, Ohio ........ Dead
17. Mrs. C. L.t Arlington, Ohio ............... Dead
18. Mrs. C. F. K................... McComb, Ohio ................ Dead

A SECRET “CURE”

What is the Duket “cure”? We do not know. The medical profession does
not know. Secrecy is quackery’s handmaid. To the public there is something
mysterious in a medical treatment put forward under exaggerated claims and
whose composition no one but the exploiter knows.

In investigating the Duket cure, THE JOURNAL’s representative was told that
while operating the Findlay concern, Duket bought his drugs from Niles, Mich.,
and that it was thought that he was using a widely advertised “consumption
cure” known as the Hyer-Baldwin preparation. While this product does not
seem to have a fixed composition, it has been said to consist of :

Guaiacol carbonate ...........oiiiiiiiii i i e i i 12.5 per cent.
Salicylic acid «.vvvvii ittt iiie ittt it iaaaees 37.5 per cent.
GlyCerinm i it iitiieiiiiin it is ittt entantaasseesonsenaanann 50 per cent.

This mixture, according to its exploiters, is to be injected intravenously.
Whether Duket’s “cure” is the same as the Hyer-Baldwin “cure” we do not know,
but there is a striking similarity in the claims made for, and the method of
exploiting, the two preparations.

THE ATTEMPT TO INVOKE GOVERNMENT AID

One more point must be referred to before closing. As we said in the previ-
ous article, the United States Public Health Service has been called on to make
an investigation of Duket’s “cure.” Through whose influence this was accom-
plished we do not know, although the newspapers of the country ascribe it to
Mr. Lorimer. It is an outrageous state of affairs when the machinery of a
scientific department of the United States government can be set in motion for
no other purpose than that of advertising a secret nostrum exploited by a man
of no scientific standing and of unsavory professional reputation. Duket’s cure
has no more claim to serious consideration on the part of the United States
Public Health Service than had Yonkerman’s Tuberculozyne, Hill’s Consumption
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Cure, Tuberclecide, Nature’s Creation, Lung Germine, Oxidaze, Eckman’s Alter-
ative or any other of the scores of “consumption cures” with which the country
is looded. This much is certain: If the report of the Public Health Service is
an unfavorable one, then it should not only be given the utmost publicity but
should be couched in such terms as to deal a smashing rebuke to those who have
seen fit to utilize the government as an advertising asset. If this is done, con-
sumption-cure fakers may, in the future, hesitate to follow Duket’s course.

In the meantime, Duket, by carefully selecting his cases so that the “treat-
ment” is given only to those who in the ordinary course of events may be
expected to live for four or five years at least, will have accomplished what he
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The actien of (he government amoists to
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The repert of the governmeat bureau of pud-
Be hralth, condymning the alleged tuberes-
Jouts cure being expioited By Wililars Lormiler

SRR

Some newspaper notices of the Government’'s action when the attempt was made to dignify
the Duket ‘“‘cure”’ by setting into motion the machinery of the Public Health Service.

seeks, and the medical college which: is standing sponsor for him will have
obtained much free advertising. And the unhappy consumptive is all this time
paying the bill in blasted hopes — a refinement of cruelty that is a disgrace to a
civilized community.—(From The Journal A. M. A., May 24, 1913.)

ARTICLE 111

A Letter from Bennett Medical College and Comments Thereon

To the Editor:—In an editorial in the May 24 issue of THE JoURNAL, page
1646, entitled “The Duket ‘Consumption Cure,’” you ask the question: “What
can have led the Bennett Medical College to lend recognition to a humbug so
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palpable?” I think this question should be answered, and therefore I am
sending this letter with the hope that you may see fit to publish it in THE JourNAL
so that others that read your article may have our answer.

In the first place, the only scientific journal that has spoken of this remedy,
the investigation of which is now being conducted by some of the members
of our faculty, as a “cure” has been your organ. The evidence submitted to the
faculty of our college by the Hon. William Lorimer was of such a nature as to
lead us to assist him in organizing a scientific laboratory in charge of scientific
men. Briefly it was this:
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Greatly reduced reproduction of the first page of a “bulletin’ being scnt out by the
Bennett Medical College. While it purports to describe the “Research Laboratory” it really
amounts to an advertisement of the Duket “‘cure.’” This “bulletin” is apparently being sent
to every physician in the United States and is another example of the “‘unsought publicity™”
for which the “laboratory board” is famous.

Senator Lorimer stated that nineteen tuberculosis patients had been treated
by this alleged remedy and that fourteen of them had been so benefited that
they had been able to return to their usual occupations, one improved and four
died. When these cases were investigated by us, we found that his statements
were true, but, of course, did not know whether tuberculosis had been properly
diagnosed in them or not. The object of this investigation is for the purpose of
determining the merits or demerits of these claims, and not one of our laboratory
board has either announced nor as yet endorsed this alleged remedy as a “cure.”
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number of other patients, whose cases had not been advertised but who had been
“treated,” also were dead. With an expenditure of a tithe of the money that
Mr. Lorimer must have spent, Bennett Medical College could have proved
without the possibility of a doubt the absolute and unqualified worthlessness of
the Duket remedy. If it had done this quietly, unostentatiously, with no publicity
that would have awakened false hopes in the minds of thousands of unfortunate
sufferers from tuberculosis, the college would have done a work, which, while
lending itself less to advertising purposes, would have been of distinct service
to humanity.

The statement that THE JourNAL ‘“‘has devoted space to writing up the man,”
is false. The fact is that THE JourNAL has carefully avoided any discussion of
Duket as a man, although it has in its possession plenty of material on this
subject. Whatever has been said about Duket has had reference to his profes-
sional status, a point that is not only germane to the subject but indissolubly
wrapped up in it.

The assertion that the “laboratory board” has not “sought publicity” would
be funny if the matter were not so serious. Newspapers have heralded this
new “cure” and Chicago papers in particular have printed alleged interviews with
Mr. Lorimer, Dr. Duket, Father Green and others. Pictures of Duket himself,
in various poses, both in and out of the laboratory, have also appeared in
Chicago papers. Letters have been sent by Mr. Lorimer to the governors of
states urging that representatives be sent to watch the “cure.” In fact, the
publicity, which we are told was “not sought,” would have cost a king’s ransom
had it appeared as paid advertising matter.

Dr. Robertson says that THE JournaL should help Bennett Medical College
“prove or disprove the value of this alleged cure.” THE JournNAL has done so.
It has presented evidence that makes plain not only the worthlessness of the
alleged “cure” but also its methods of exploitation—and the evidence is so
overwhelming that no intelligent layman, much less a scientifically trained
physician, could fail to accept it.

There is no “refinement of cruelty” in telling the consumptive that fresh air,
good food and skilful care will cure him. But it is damnable cruelty to send
broadcast over the country statements that will lead, and have led, hundreds, if
not thousands, of these unfortunate sufferers to believe that a worthless remedy
holds for them the hope of life. And when a supposedly reputable medical col-
lege aids and abets this cruel illusion, it is time that the medical profession
protested, not for its own good name, but in the interest of a cruelly deluded
public.—Ep.]—(Modified from The Journal A. M. A., July 5, 1913.)

ARTICLE IV

The Duket Cure “Blows Up”

About a year ago, THE JoURNAL gave its readers the results of an investiga-
tion of a widely heralded “cure” for consumption put out by one Peter P.
Duket, M.D. THE JourNAL showed, as will be remembered, that Duket was a
man of no scientific standing and of unsavory professional reputation; it showed
that in eighteen cases investigated, the past record of Duket’s “cure” gave a mor-
tality of about 80 per cent.; it showed that the publicity and the professional
recognition then being given Duket’s “cure” were utterly unwarranted.

The only answer forthcoming to these criticisms was that THE JoURNAL's

articles were an “attack” on Duket personally. Meanwhile, Mr. Lorimer’'s money

”
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was being freely spent to give added publicity to this worthless “cure.”” A
mailing-list was compiled—said to contain some 140,000 names—and bulletins
were sent out at stated intervals advertising the “cure” far and wide. This
went on for some months, and then a news item appeared in the Chicago papers
announcing, unofficially, that the “investigation” of the Duket cure had demon-
strated its worthlessness. These items appeared Nov. 4, 1913. So far as THE
JourNAL has been able to learn, however, the 140,000 persons who received the
bulletins advertising the “cure” have never been sent the final report, showing
its worthlessness.

After waiting some weeks, THE JoURNAL wrote asking when the public would
be notified of the results of the investigation. No definite reply was given on
this point, but some time later a copy of the “report” on the “cure” was received
for publication. This “report” was returned with the suggestion that it be given
to the country through the same avenues of publicity that had been used in
cruelly raising the hopes of the consumptives. It was again asked whether the
facts were going to be given the public. No reply was forthcoming.

In view of this, it becomes the unpleasant duty of THE JoURNAL to give what
publicity it can to the essential parts of the report by Duket’s backers on the
Duket “cure.” The findings are really summed up in the following paragraph,
taken from the report as submitted to THE JourNAL. The capitalization is ours:

“It may at once be stated that the investigators and authors of this report have finally
come to the conclusion that there are ABSOLUTELY NO MERITS IN THE DUKET TREATMENT
of tuberculosis; that the method is VASTLY INFERIOR TO ANY OF THE APPROVED SYSTEMS
of treating pulmonary tuberculosis and that their observations would indicate that the Duxer
TREATMENT MAY SOMETIMES LEAD TO ALBUMINURIA.”

Summed up, then, every contention made by THE JourRNAL regarding the
worthlessness of Duket’s “cure” has been proved! At an expenditure of thou-
sands of dollars a self-evident fact has been verified—a fact that THE JOURNAL
gave to the medical profession and the public a year earlier!

In discussing the possible composition of Duket’s secret “cure,” THE JoURNAL
admitted its ignorance on this point, but stated that there was evidence which
indicated that Duket was using a widely advertised consumption “cure” known
as the Hyer-Baldwin preparation, consisting of carbonate of guaiacol, salicylic
acid and glycerin. Here is what the report has to say regarding the composi-
tion of the nostrum:

“The chemicals used in the so-called Duket cure for tuberculosis are carbomate of guaiacol,
salicylic acid, bicarbonate of soda, carbonate of potash and a small amount of nitric acid,

all of which are dissolved in glycerin. This solution is diluted with distilled water and
sometimes a trace of tincture of chlorid of iron is added.” [Italics ours.—Ep.]

What does it all mean? That a self-evident humbug has been seriously
studied and gravely reported to be worthless; that, after exhaustive research
costing thousands of dollars, scientific men solemnly affirm that the moon is
not, and probably never was, made of green cheese!

But the expenditure of money and brains on a quest of this sort, while a
woeful economic waste, could be overlooked if that were the only thing involved.
In reality, this is the smallest part of it. The most expensive element in this
widely advertised piece of miscalled research was paid for, not in money,
but in blasted hopes and shattered desires of a myriad of unhappy consump-
tives—(Modified from The Journal A. M. A., April 25, 1914.)

ARTICLE V

The Duket Consumption Cure Is Offered Las Vegas—and Declined

Peter P. Duket is at it again: this time at Las Vegas, New Mexico. As our
readers remember, Duket first exploited his “cure” for tuberculosis in Findlay,
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Ohio. Failing there, he attempted to establish a similar business in Colorado,
and doubtless would have done so had not the Board of Medical Examiners
of that state protected its citizens against him. Then Duket came to Illinois,
obtained a license and interested Bennett Medical College, and through it,
William Lorimer, ex-Senator and ex-banker.

THE JOoURNAL investigated and exposed Duket’'s “cure” in the early months
of 1913. After spending thousands of dollars of Mr. Lorimer’s money, Bennett
Medical College admitted, months later, that scientific investigation of Duket’s
cure demonstrated its worthlessness. These findings apparently were never
given the wide publicity that had been given the Duket cure itself. On April 25,
1914, THE JoURNAL gave its readers the findings of the Bennett Medical College
investigators.

The Las Vegas papers for Sept. 30, 1914, contain a news item to the effect
that an open meeting of the citizens was going to be held that evening to con-
sider a proposition made by Dr. Peter P. Duket to the Board of Directors of
the Commercial Club of Las Vegas. To quote:

““According to the statement made by the doctor to the directors, he expects to erect a
two-hundred-room sanitarium here in which he will treat patients with a specific cure for
tuberculosis which he has discovered.”

Duket was not at all modest in his requests on Las Vegas for, according to
published reports, he suggested that he be given one of the most valuable pieces
of real estate in the city and that the improvements on the lot be deeded to him
with the land.

The special meeting called to consider the matter was held. Duket was
present and gave the audience a glowing description of the advantage to Las
Vegas of having a sanatorium operated by him for the purpose of giving his
marvelous cure. After Duket had said his little piece one of the Las Vegas
physicians asked to be heard. He stated that he had lived in Las Vegas all
his life and appreciated the advantages of that city as a suitable place for the
erection of a sanatorium and that he was more than willing to do all in his
power to aid the founding of any worthy institution of this sort. He suggested,
however, that a sanatorium was more than merely a well-equipped building in
a favorable climate. Its success and the good it might do the community must
depend largely on the controlling spirit behind it. At this point, the doctor
proceeded to read the record of Duket and his “cure” from the various issues of
THE JourNAL of the American Medical Association. After this, a layman told
the meeting that he was one of Duket’s alleged cures. He went on to say that
the Duket treatment had done him no good and he told the audience of seven
or eight patients whom he knew Duket had treated without benefit, three of them
in fact being dead. Following these verbal bomb-shells, the chairman did not
even take the trouble to put a motion that had been made, and Dr. Duket and
his “cure” were given no further consideration. The Las Vegas papers state
that following his failure to sell Las Vegas a “gold brick,” he left for Silver
City, N. M,, at which place “he will endeavor to interest the people in the sana-
torium proposition.”

Duket is quoted as having said when he first reached the city: “The Las
Vegas climate is ideal for the treatment of tuberculosis.” It is, but the Las Vegas
climate is evidently an unhealthy one for “consumption cure” fakers.—(Modified
from The Journal A. M. A., Oct. 10, 1914.)

ECKMAN’'S ALTERATIVE

Eckman's Alterative was exposed in THE JournaL, April 27, 1912, At that
time an analysis of the preparation made in the Association's laboratory was
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The various articles from this and other medical journals which the Eckman
concern quote inferentially as references in favor of their nostrum have in fact
nothing whatever to do in the remotest way with Eckman’s Alterative. That
calcium may have some value in the treatment of tuberculosis may be admitted.
There are several drugs that may be given in selected cases of tuberculosis
with some benefit, provided always that they are prescribed in accordance with
the needs of the individual patient and provided further that the patient is
warned at the time that the drugs are merely an incident. And here lies one
of the strongest objections to all drugs sold as cures for consumption. The
real treatment of pulmonary tuberculosis consists in painstaking and conscien-
tious attention to the hygienic and dietetic rules laid down for the individual
case. Every physician who has treated cases of consumption and every visiting
nurse who comes in contact with such cases knows that the hardest task in the
treatment of this disease is to make the patient realize that drugs hold out no
hope for cure but that reliance must be placed on other measures.

The average person believes, unfortunately, that any disease can be cured
by taking something out of a bottle—if only one knows just what to take. On
this fallacy is built up the vast superstructure of fraud in the exploitation of
consumption cures and cancer cures. It is not always pleasant or easy for the
consumptive to so change his method of living as to stand some chance of
recovering. It is so easy, comparatively, to buy a bottle of medicine and take
the stuff three or four times a day in the belief that it will cure the disease.
Here lies the great danger in the use of every consumption cure, whether it
is sold as a consumption cure or as a “remedy” for “serious lung trouble,” to
quote from one of the later advertisements put out by the Eckman concern.

In addition to the advertisements appearing in newspapers, the Eckman
Manufacturing Company publishes the full series of advertisements in booklet
form and emphasizes that “these advertisements are appearing in the Philadel-
phia North American and other leading newspapers through the United States.”
The Philadelphia North American is untrue to its high ideals when it accepts
advertising contracts from the Eckman consumption cure.

Summed up, the case against Eckman’s Alterative is this:

1. It is sold as a curative for consumption; it will not cure consumption.

2. Tt is sold under the claim that it contains no “narcotics or habit-forming
drugs.” Alcohol is both narcotic and habit-forming.

3. Its purchase means the use of money that frequently can be ill afforded and
which should go into wholesome food and rational treatment.

4. Its use means that the consumptive is led to rely on a perfectly useless
nostrum and to neglect the very thing which offers him the only hope.

5. To claim that, because lime is sometimes used in the treatment of tubercu-
losis, therefore a preparation containing lime is a cure for consumption, is as
illogical as it is cruel.—(Modified from The Journal A. M. A., Nov. 7, 1914.)

“The Lie with Circumstance”

It is an axiom that false and misleading advertisements are the life-blood of
the “patent medicine” business. Before the public was as well informed on the
“patent medicine” hoax as it now is, bald, blatant lies characterized nostrum
advertising. As the public became more critical and as certain legal restrictions,
state and federal, began to be operative, a change came over the “patent medicine”
advertising “copy.” The “lie direct” gave place to the “lie with circumstance,”
and today we find in this class of advertising lying by inference developed to a
fine art. “Eckman’s Alterative” is one of the few “consumption cures” that are
sold, not on the mail-order plan, but through drug-stores and, presumably,
because certain druggists are sharing in the blood money wrung from con-

Google



CONSUMPTION CURES 37

sumptives, this wretched nostrum has had thrown over it a cloak of quasi-
respectability. Qur readers have been shown how, in advertising this prepara-
tion the exploiters have quoted from THE JoURNAL on the subject of the use of
calcium in tuberculosis. The advertisements are so designed that the average
lay reader is likely to get the impression that THE JourNAL has endorsed “Eck-
man’s Alterative.” One of the latest advertisements put out by the concern is
headed in large type, “Dr. Osler on Tuberculosis.” This, too, will convey the
idea that Osler may endorse the use of “Eckman’s Alterative.” How this style
of advertisement appeals to decent advertising men is pretty well expressed in
a recent number of Printer’s Ink, a journal devoted to the art of advertising.
To quote in part:

“‘Dr. Osler on Tuberculosis,” is the headline of an advertisement that probably does
quote exactly what Dr. Osler had to say about one phase of pulmonary disease. By careful
wording, the inference is built up that the preparation advertised meets a condition named
by the eminent physician in connection with the treatment of tuberculosis. Actually, the
advertisement does not set up the claim that the patent remedy is a positive cure for tuber-
culosis, but its indirect claims are probably more appealing to victims of the Great White
Plague than a bold, direct claim would be. The continuance of that kind of copy indicates
that the ever-hopeful consumptives send on their dollars. . . . If there is anything more
cruel and outrageous than consumption-cure advertising, the Schoolmaster has yet to hear
of it. If the bald facts were not before us, it would be hard to believe that any publisher
or advertising man would want to pay for his cigars or his golf pnvnleges with dollars wrung
from that source. How long, O Lord, how long?”

The opinion here expressed we believe to be the attitude of the modern, con-
scientious advertiser. If it is, the outlook for the public is as bright as the pros-
pect for the fraudulent “patent medicine” business is dark.—(Modified from The
Journal A. M. A., Jan. 8, 1916.)

Attempting to Cripple the Food and Drugs Act

The federal Food and Drugs Act was passed in 1906. By one of its most
important provisions a drug product may be declared misbranded, “the package
or label of which shall bear any statement . . . which shall be false or
misleading in any particular.” In due time, the interests affected attacked this
portion of the law. A “cancer cure” quack who had been sued by the govern-
ment contended that the law did not apply to claims for the curative effects of
medicine but only to claims regarding composition and source of origin. The
quack argued, in other words, that when Congress said “false or misleading
in any particular” it really meant “false or misleading in certain particulars.”
When the case reached the Supreme Court of the United States the quack’s con-
teations were upheld—in a divided opinion. So badly crippled was the Food
and Drugs Act by the decision of the Supreme Court that the President sent a
message to Congress urging an amendment to the law so that it might be restored
to its previous efficiency. In this message the President said:

“l fear that if no remedial legislation be granted at this session the good which has
already been accomplished in regard to these nostrums will be undone, and the people of the
country will be deprived of a powerful safeguard against dangerous fraud.”

As a result of this message the Sherley amendment was passed. This amend-
ment declares that a drug shall be deemed misbranded:

“o. . if its package or label shall bear or contain any statement, design or device
Rmdxng the curative or therapeutic effect of such article, or any of the mgrcdlents or sub-
stances therein, which is false ang fraudulent.”

While the amendment did not give to the law the strength that might have
been given, it gave the public some measure of protection against those who
would swindle the sick. Naturally, the amendment was—and is—viewed with
disfavor by the “patent medicine” fraternity, and it was bound to be only a matter
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of time before the exploiter of some fraudulent nostrum should attack the validity
of the amendment. This has finally been done. As the original law was attacked
by a “cancer cure” faker so the amendment is now being fought by a “consump-
tion cure” promoter. ,

“Eckman’s Alterative,” a “consumption cure,” was “discovered” by a “horse
doctor.” It was examined in the Association’s laboratory and a report published
in THE JournNaL. This, in effect, declared the stuff to consist, essentially, of
alcohol and calcium chlorid, flavored with cloves. Later the federal authorities
made a seizure of this nostrum, declaring it misbranded because, among other
things, it claimed to be a cure for consumption, “whereas in truth and in fact,
said article of drugs would not cure tuberculosis or consumption.” The company
was found guilty and a decree of condemnation and forfeiture was entered. The
concern thereupon carried up the matter on a writ of error and it is now before
the Supreme Court of the United States.

The Eckman concern raises a number of technical points in its attempt to
justify the business in which it is engaged. These are described in a recent
issue of the Oil, Paint and Drug Reporter. One is said to be based on the fact
that the claim made that Eckman’s Alterative will “cure” consumption appeared,
not on the label attached to the bottle, but on the circular around the bottle. It
is contended that as the contents of this circular did not become known to the
puchaser until the package had been purchased by him and had left the realm
of interstate commerce and entered that of domestic commerce, Congress could
have no control over the wording of the circular. By far the most important
point raised, however, is that attacking the constitutionality of the Sherley
amendment. In its writ of error the company is said to allege that the Pure
Food Law is unconstitutional, “in that it undertakes to regulate statements
regarding the curative and therapeutic effect of the articles, which said state-
ments are mere opinions which cannot be regulated by an act of Congress.”
Continuing further in this strain, the Eckman Company is quoted as saying:

“. . . we want to call in question the power of Congress to prevent a person from
makmg statements or claims concerning the virtue of drugs, whether modest or extravagant,
and we say that an owner, when advertising his drugs, has a right to exploit them and
advance opinions concerning the curative properties thereof, notwithstanding the fact that
such opinions may be objected to by others, and that he may make claims as to the result
which will follow the use of his drugs which to some may appear unreasonable, because,
in doing so, he is only doing that which the law gives him the right to do.”

Moreover, this firm, engaged in selling an alleged cure for consumption, is
said to declare:

“, . whether or not a person should be prosecuted for an offense or his property
condcmned back of the prosecution or back of the condemnation, must be an offense or crime
defined by law, not merely an offense that is to be determined by the state of public opinion
or of scientific opinion.’

The company apparently ignores the fact that the law has already made
lying on the label an offense and that such a law was passed because public
opinion has been aroused to the way in which the poisoners of the public health
have, in the past, plied their wretched trade. The argument that the curative
properties of drugs are matters of opinion and, therefore, not subject to legisla-
tion was splendidly met by Justice Hughes of the United States Suprcmc Court,
one of the three members of the court who dissented from the opinion that made
the Sherley amendment necessary. Said Justice Hughes:

“Granting the wide domain of opinion and allowing the broadest range to the conflict

of medical views, there still remams a field in which statements as to curative properties
are downright falsehoods and in no sense expressions of judgment.”
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This opinion must surely be held by all right-thinking persons who have
given the subject any consideration.—(Modified from The Journal A. M. A., Nov.
20, 1915.)

The Sherley Amendment Is Constitutional

A few weeks ago THE JourNAL described the attempt on the part of the
exploiters of “Eckman’s Alterative,” to cripple the Food and Drugs Act by
attacking the constitutionality of the Sherley Amendment. This amendment
declares that a drug product shall be deemed misbranded if false and fraudulent
therapeutic claims are made for it. The Eckman concern, which was charged
with making false and fraudulent curative claims, carried the matter up to the
Supreme Court of the United States attacking the constitutionality of the Sherley
Amendment. On Jan. 10, 1916, Justice Hughes delivered an opinion for the court,
every member of the Supreme Court having agreed to it. “We find no ground,”
Justice Hughes is reported as stating, “for saying that Congress may not con-
demn interstate transportation of swindling preparations accompanied by false
and fraudulent statements, as well as lottery tickets.” The decision is one
that means much to the health and safety of the public and will have the
unqualified approval of all except the “patent medicine” fakers and their
satellites.—(Modified from The Journal A. M. A., Jan. 15, 1916.)

HOFF'S CONSUMPTION CURE

Hoff's Consumption Cure was sold by Maurice C. Schlesinger, who does
business under the firm name of Bendinger & Schlesinger, New York. The
following claims were made for the stuff, either in or on the package in which
it was sold:

“Prof. Hoff’'s Cure for Consumption.”

“A positive remedy from the recipe of the author.”

‘“Were the lungs alone affected, Professor Hoff's Consumption Cure could be relied on
without the assistance of anything else to rid the system entirely of the consumption germs.
But the kidneys, the stomach, the liver and the entire digestive tract are all weakened by
Consumption, and are most likely to require at least a tonic treatment in order that the
Professor Hoff Consumption Cure may take hold and do its work.”

When analyzed by the government chemists, this nostrum was found to
contain : :

Morphin Potassium
Cinnamic acid Arsenic

The stuff was declared misbranded, first, in that it was not a “cure” for con-
sumption or a “positive remedy”; second, that the presence of morphin was not
declared; and third, in that it was not true that this drug would rid the system
entirely of the germs of consumption, even if a tonic treatment were applied in
conjunction therewith. With the “cure” was a pasteboard box containing another
nostrum labeled “Superlatone.” This was the tonic supposed to be used in con-
nection with the “consumption cure.” According to the label, Superlatone con-
tained iron. Analysis by the government chemists, however, proved this claim
to be false, and Superlatone was, therefore, declared misbranded.

A third bottle came with the consumption cure, this being labeled “Adjunct
Cough Mixture Used in Conjunction with Prof. Hoff's Cure for Consumption.”
When analyzed, this cough mixture was found to contain:

Alcohol Codein Chloroform

As the presence of alcohol was not declared on the label, this preparation
also was declared misbranded.
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Bottle No. 4 that came with the cure was labeled “Concentrated Appolozer's
Mixture.” While analysis demonstrated that this preparation contained nearly
8 (7.88) per cent. of alcohol, the label declared the presence of only 2.5 per cent.
Misbranding was therefore alleged in this case also.

Package No. 5 in the “cure” was labeled “Kodal Tablets.” These tablets
were found to contain codein. Since there was nothing on the label to indicate
the presence of this drug, this preparation, too, was declared misbranded.
Schlesinger pleaded guilty to the government’s charge, and the court imposed
a fine of $25.—[Notice of Judgment No. 1551, issued Aug. 3, 1912.]
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Prof. Hoff's Prescription.—A preparation, originally known as “Hoffs Con-
sumption Cure,” marketed by Bendiner and Schlesinger, New York. Sold for
the treatment of consumption, asthma, bronchitis, hay fever and “catarrh.”
Government charged that the curative, therapeutic and physiologic effects
claimed for the nostrum were false and fraudulent. No claimant appeared for
the property and the court ordered that the United States marshal should destroy
it—[Notice of Judgment No. 4268, issued June 13, 1916.]

INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR THE TREATMENT OF
TUBERCULOSIS

The “International Institute for the Treatment of Tuberculosis” was a Chi-
cago concern founded in 1908 and conceived and operated by one Orlando E.
Miller. Miller had, at various times, been a grocer, lawyer, newspaper editor,
proprietor of a “rupture cure,” president of a “dope” sanatorium and exploiter
of a “sand cure” for dyspepsia. In his “consumption cure” scheme he had one
W. B. Forsythe as business manager and vice president of the “institute.” THE
JourNAL of the American Medical Association investigated the “institute,”
proved that over 80 per cent. of its victims died under treatment and in gen-
eral turned the search-light on the scheme. The matter appears in “Nostrums
and Quackery” (1912). After the exposé the public heard nothing more of
Miller for over two years. Then, in May, 1911, an article appeared in a
New York paper stating that Miller had attempted to introduce his “consump-
tion cure” in a hospital of that city. This attempt was defeated, due to the fact
that the heads of the hospital board were familiar with Miller's record. In
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April, 1912, a London magazine published a special article exposing the details
of Miller’s operations in England. In October, 1914, Miller was sentenced to
prison in London after being convicted of having caused the death of a woman
by administering a drug while she was a patient in his alleged sanatorium. In
1920 Miller was back in America as the “Affirmative Apostle of Intense Indi-
viduality !” lecturing on “Applied Psychology.”

LOWER'S GERMEN PRESCRIPTION

Marion, Ohio, has the unenviable distinction of being the home of one of the
latest attempts to capitalize the credulity and the hopefulness of the consumptive.
This is Lower’'s Germen Prescription, prepared by Lower’s Pharmacy. The
nostrum is said to be the “discovery” of C. A. Lower, one of the proprietors of
the Lower Pharmacy, who emphasizes the fact in the newspaper advertisements
that he is a “chemist.” While as a pharmacist Lower disgraces an honorable
profession, he utilizes the knowledge there learned to avoid technical violation
of the federal Food and Drugs Act in putting out his nostrum. The “pure food
law” effectually prevents lying on the labels, but unfortunately its operations
do not extend to the newspaper advertisements. Lower allows full play to
his mendacity when describing his “consumption cure” in the newspapers. Of
the many falsehoods told in describing this stuff we quote a few:

“The most Deadly Foe to the Great White Plague—TuBeErcuLosis—Science Has Yet
Produced.”

“Its record is peifect.”

“Germen Prescription is a Permanent Cure.”

“A Genuine Cure for Tuberculosis.” .

“Its Record of Cures of Tuberculosis is Higher Than Any Other Known Remedy.”

These excerpts from newspaper advertisements, which the federal law does
not control, make plain just how far Mr. Lower would go on the labels of his
nostrum were they not subject to the healthy restraint of the federal law. Of
course there are testimonials. The absolute worthlessness of such testimony is
exceeded only by the ease with which it may be obtained, as has been demon-
strated time and again. Usually THE JoURNAL waits for a year or two before
publishing an article about a fraudulent consumption cure so that it may present
to its readers the death certificates of the individuals whose testimonials have
been used. As Germen Prescription has been on the market but a compara-
tively short time, the inevitable has not yet occurred in those cases of true
tuberculosis in which patients are relying on Lower’s fraudulent nostrum for
their recovery.

According to Lower “it takes from 15 to 30 large bottles of Germen Prescrip-
tion to remove the tuberculosis poison.” The “large” bottles cost the unfor-
tunate victim $2 each. This probably explains why Mr. Lower can carry full-
page newspaper advertisements. A sealed original package of Lowers’ Germen
Prescription was obtained for analytical purposes and subjected to examination
m the Association’s laboratory. The label on the bottle, in addition to declaring
the presence of 5 per cent. alcohol, gives what purports to be the composition
of this nostrum in bastard Latin, thus:

“Herb Menthae peperitae. *‘Scillae Maratinia, Mentholis.
“Herb Marrubium Vulgarae. “Ex Virginianna Prunus.
“Ex Balsanum Tolutonum. “Ex Capsici Fastiagatum.”

“Herb Hydrastis Canadensis.
This formula reduced to English would read:

Peppermint. Squills.

Horehound. Menthol.

Extract of Balsam of Tolu. Extract of wild cherry.
Golden Seal. Cayenne pepper.
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since the herb of this plant only is claimed to be present. The traces of alka'oid
found appear to be a mixture of hydrastin and berberin, thus indicating that
the rhizome and roots of hydrastin, rather than the herb, had probably been
employed. Whether or not such drugs as horehound, balsam of tolu and wild
cherry are present matters little since they are of so little therapeutic value.
It is evident that whatever therapeutic value the preparation may possess is due
largely to the menthol.”

Evidently, therefore, this peppermint-horehound-cayenne pepper-menthol
mixture has but one drug present in sufficient quantities to have any therapeutic
effect—menthol. It hardly requires medical knowledge to recognize the falsity
of the claim that this mixture will “cure” consumption. About the only effect
that the continued use of Germen Prescription will have, is that of deranging
the digestion of the person taking it. The ability of the consumptive to digest
food is a necessity if he would successfully combat the inroads of the bacilli.
Summed up, then, it may be said that Lower's Germen Prescription will shorten
the life of every consumptive who depends on it for his recovery. The only
beneficiaries of the sale of this worthless and harmful mixture are the Lower
Pharmacy and those newspapers that are willing to advertise it. Of all tainted
dollars few are quite so dirty as those wrung by deceit or ignorance from the
unfortunate but everhopeful consumptive.—(Modified from The Journal A. M.
A, May 2, 1914.)

PULMONOL

“Fifty thousand physicians and all standard text-books endorse every ingre-
dient in Pulmonol.” Yes, and a hundred thousand physicians and standard
text-books endorse every ingredient in dishwater; soap is good, grease is good,
water is good, each in its place; but neither physicians nor any one else recom-
mend dishwater as a cure for consumption. Neither does any physician nor
any layman, except he be a fool or a knave, recommend Pulmonol as a cure for
consumption. Pulmonol is put on the market by the Pulmonal Chemical Com-
pany, New York City. The Pulmonol Chemical Company seems to be a trade
name assumed by one Arthur Vincent Payne, M.D., who terms himself “medical
director.” Of the various claims made for this stuff, these are typical:

“It cleans out the lungs.” “Strengthens the heart.”
*“Stops night sweats.” “Gives strength to resist disease.”
“Prevents hemorrhages.” *“Cures the most stubborn coughs.”

Like some other men in the consumption-cure business, A. V. Payne is
shrewd enough to recommend, in his advertising matter, that those taking
Pulmonol shall follow the rules laid down by reputable physicians for the treat-
ment of tuberculosis; that, in addition to taking his nostrum, they shall live in
the open air as much as possible, eat nourishing food and in other ways follow
out the approved method of treating the disease. Sueh suggestions, coming
from “patent medicine” exploiters, are worthless, as every physician knows.
The one reason, above all others, that causes the consumptive to fly to the
quack is his belief, born of ignorance and the optimism that characterizes the
disease, that the medicine he buys will relieve him of the necessity of following
the strict regimen laid down by his physician,

There is an inborn belief among the laity that there is a specific drug for:
every disease—if the medical profession were only wise enough to discover it.
The quack, either inferentially or directly, assures the public that he has found
the specific; and the public believes him! It is the universal experience of
those who have had much to do with consumptives that dietetic and hygienic
measures are disregarded in direct proportion to the amount of medicine the
sufferer takes. Herein lies the viciousness of the consumption cure. A. V.

Google



44 CONSUMPTION CURES

Payne may smugly “point with pride” to his “literature,” in which he urges those
who buy his nostrum to follow the rules laid down by scientific men in the
treatment of tuberculosis, but such rules will not be followed, once the victim
begins relying on Pulmonol.

SOME TESTIMONIALS INVESTIGATED

A few of the testimonials published by the Pulmonol Chemical Company
have been investigated with the usual results. The testimonial-givers are, as
always, divided into two classes; those who really
had tuberculosis and those who did not have it. As
we have said many times, it is useless to investigate
fresh testimonials. Most of them are written in
good faith and not until the cases have progressed
further are the victims undeceived as to the efficacy
of the nostrum. It is therefore necessary to wait
a year or two before looking into testimonials of
this class. We then find, invariably, that the con-
sumptive who had relied on the nostrum is dead.
This is what has been found in the case of Pulmonol
testimonials. One testimonial published by the Pul-
monol concern was featured as an “Extraordinary
Case.” “We do not believe that there are many
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N cases like it on record,” says the booklet, which,
:._..‘M't'.:'.".‘."'.',“'.‘..'.'.:'....""“u-ﬁ after giving the testimonial, suggests that “The
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teresting case for its investigation.” It will! The
poor woman whose case is described therein has
been dead for some years, and the evidence shows
that the Pulmonol Company continued to publish
the testimonial not only after the death of the victim,
but after that death had been specifically brought to
the attention of A. V. Payne. A nice, ghoulish sort
of business!

Another testimonial, published under the heading,
“Unbiased Physician Recommends Pulmonol,” was
that purporting to come from a Brooklyn physician,
who is alleged to have recommended Pulmonol to a
tuberculous patient who was so nearly dead “that
the priest was called in and the last rites were
administered.” The man took Pulmonol, says the
booklet, “and is still taking it. He is not entirely
well, but well enough to be one of the happiest men
in Brooklyn.” Not so; the poor fellow may be
¥ happy, but he is not in Brooklyn. He went the way

Photographic reproduction : .
(reduced) of a typical Pul. of all consumptives who have reached the last stages
monol newspaper advertise- of the disease.

;'i‘r‘;l'(‘fr;ia'lmfp}‘;‘gf:"in“'l:g?: e Here are some other cases: Mrs. F. A. C.
vlc"rl:isqment d;led b %f con- testifies that she1 tOIOk sgve(rjlteenTI;ottles of Pulnllonol
sumption months betore the «wg3nq was greatly benefited.” is testimonial ap-
advertisement appeared! pears in a booklet entitled, “Fighting the White
Plague, Consumption, with Pulmonol.” The inference, naturally, is that Mrs.
F. A. C had been cured of consumption by the use of Pulmonol. The
case was investigated and Mrs. C. was found to be a strong, robust
woman whose case had never been diagnosed as tuberculosis, but who just
“knows she had it” because she coughed a great deal! And on such testimony

as this is this wretched nostrum sold to the consumptive.

E
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In the same booklet Mrs. E. J. S—— says that her husband had “lung
trouble.” “He took six bottles of Pulmonol and it cured him.” Here again we
note that no direct statement is made that the man has been cured of tubercu-
losis; but the inference is there. Investigation shows that Mr. E. J. S ,
who is living and well, never had tuberculosis.

Mr. L. E. F—— also gives a testimonial that, inferentially, gives the impres-
sion that Pulmonol has cured him of consumption. Our investigation, however,
shows that such is not the case, for poor F was one of those who really
had tuberculosis. He is now dead.

Mr. S is alleged to have testified that he was affticted with tuberculosis-
and had “consulted the best physicians.” He tried sanatorium treatment, but
in spite of all continued to get worse. Finally he “bought a bottle of Pulmonol”
and “took the medicine as a joke.” As a result he alleges: “I am now relieved
of all distressing symptoms and gaining in weight and strength daily—and

attending to business.” This case was investi-

) gated with some care and the physicians under

Y NI TP whose treatment he claims to have been at the

sanatorium were written to for a history of the

case. We found that Mr. S died of tuber-
culosis some time ago.

A testimonial dated trom a village of less than
1,300 population and alleged to have been writ-
ten by a Mrs. A. O. B , urges ‘“every one
suffering with consumption” to take Pulmonol as
she had done. A physician who lives and prac-
tices in this village was written to regarding this
case, the full name of the testimonial writer being
£ : : given. He replied that, although he had lived in
Pﬂt\m:ﬁon. the place more than ten years, he had never heard
' IN STOMACH of such a person.

A B0 By TC HANUFACTUREAS Mrs. C. D. W is another individual whose
i T AL ST38 name is given in the testimonial list. On making
B Cianon 1 a6y inquiries, we discovered that Mrs. W did
have tuberculosis and still has it. She is not
taking Pulmonol at present. Her physician says,
X “Her health is somewhat better than it was a few
ful three | vears ago,” and he adds: “I do not consider her
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improvement due to Pulmonol.
mwu Mr. L. S——, the Pulmonol concern would
| : __J| have the public believe, was cured of tuberculo-
The Pulmonol label. sis by the use of its nostrum. We find, on look-

ing into the matter, that Mr. S had tuber-
culosis some five years ago and that he went to the state sanatorium for
treatment. He returned much better. . His family physician writes us that he
regards this “as an arrested case, produced by sanatorium treatment.”

The same old story: the individuals that really suffered from consumption
and relied on the “consumption cure” are dead. Every testimonial for a
“consumption cure” that we have investigated—and they number hundreds—
brings out the same facts: In those cases in which the individuals are still
living, they either did not have consumption at all, or the arrest of the disease
was due to scientific treatment and not to the nostrum for which they had
testified.
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WHAT IS PULMONOL?

Pulmonol has been analyzed in the Association’s laboratory and, as is the
case with most nostrums, has been found to contain drugs that have been used
for years by reputable physicians. And yet the Pulmonol Chemical Company,
has the effrontery to declare that Pulmonol is a prescription perfected by one
who has “given his entire life to a study of tuberculosis and diseases of the
lungs.” Essentially, Pulmonol consists of a mixture of benzoate of soda, a
guaiacol compound, with a dash of strychnin, dissolved in a mixture of glycerin
and water. Here is the report of analysis:

LABORATORY REPORT

“Three original bottles of ‘Pulmonol’ (manufactured by the Pulmonol Chem-
ical Company, New York) were received at the Association’s laboratory and
subjected to chemical analysis. The bottles contained a red, aqueous liquid,
having a bitter taste and a faint odor of benzoic acid. Its specific gravity
was 1.088.

“Qualitatively Pulmonol contained potassium, sodium, benzoate, sulphonate,
glycerin, guaiacol (or cresol), strychnin and coloring matter. The red coloring
matter responded to tests for the dye known as bordeaux. The guaiacol was
present in a combined form and its characteristic odor became apparent only
after boiling with strong sulphuric acid. The strychnin was probably present
as the sulphate, as a very faint trace of sulphate was detected.

“Quantitatively the mixture closely corresponded to the following:

Potassium guaiacol sulphonate .......................... 5.7 per cent.
Sodium benzoate ............. . it 2.1 per cent.
Strychnin sulphate ........... .. .. i, 0.008 per cent.
LTS ¥ T A 11.6 per cent.
2 -3 O 77.7  per cent.
Difference ... ..o i e e e 2.8 per cent.

“Each fluidounce of Pulmonol is equivalent to approximately 29 grains of
potassium guaiacol sulphonate, 10 grains sodium benzoate and 144 grain strychnin
sulphate.”

SUMMARY

It is the universal experience of visiting nurses and others who come in
daily contact with consumptives that just as soon as the victim begins to rely
on a widely advertised “cure,” he immediately becomes careless of the safety
of others and relaxes those efforts which are necessary if he hopes to overcome
the disease. It is but human that such should be the case. The tendency is
to follow the line of least resistance. If consumption can be cured by taking
something out of a bottle four times a day, why should the sufferer subject
himself to the minor inconvenience of the more or less strict regimen laid down
by the physician? Of all mean businesses in the world, there are few, if any,
more contemptible, more heartless or more economically vicious, than that car-
ried on by the man who enriches himself at the expense of the life of the
unfortunate consumptive. Of all tainted money, none is quite so dirty as the
blood-toll collected by the “consumption cure” faker.—(Modified from The
Journal A. M. A., Nov. 29, 1913.)

Misbranded.—A consignment of Pulmonol was shipped in March, 1914, by
the Pulmonol Chemical Co., Brooklyn. Analysis showed the product to be
essentially a glycerin-water solution of benzoate of soda, guaiacol sulphonate,
and a little strychnin, colored with a coal-tar dye. Falsely and fraudulently

represented as a cure for consumption, Fine, $25.—[Notice of Judgment No.
5535, issued April 10, 1918.]
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Making a pretense of frankness by glibly giving meaningless names evolved
from a fertile imagination is a scheme as old and as unscrupulous as quackery

itself. But the unknown mav always be counted on to inspire awe and Stevens’
crude deceit still seems to be a financial asset.

THE ‘“WONDERFUL NATIVE HERB” HUMBUG

Nor was the “formula” the only piece of theatrical claptrap worked by,
Stevens. He claimed to have learned of “Umckaloabo” while in South Africa
some years ago where he went because he had consumption. While in Basuto-
1and he lived in a tent and partook of a decoction of a native root “Umckaloabo”
—given him by a kafir! Needless to say, it cured him! The commercial possi-
bilities of “Umckaloabo” appealing to Stevens he went to Capetown, Sou.h Africa,
where he put the stuff on the market under the name of *“Sacco”—"Stevens
African Consumption Cure, Original”—doing business under the trade name of
“Sacco, Limited.” Capetown was a verdant field for Stevens made a large
amount of money while there, and opened a branch office in London. At a

time that he was clearing a net profit of $15,000 a year, he got into the courts
and found it expedient to leave Capetown.

“SACCO” BECOMES “LUNGSAVA"”

He then went to Johannesburg, where “Sacco” was rechristened “Lungsava,”
and was sold by Stevens under the imposing trade name “South African Institute
of Medicine.” While here he added to his nostrum another unheard-of herb,

'BUSINESS PERSONALS,

AL AN AL A AN UGN IS e PPN A
PERSONAL~SACCO NOW IN A%}JBBICA KING

Edward, because of lt¢ wonder cures for con-
sumgtlon throughout England has' ‘Sacco. the
South African herb remedy. send fo Buckingbam
Palace. Mark Twaln sends for four more bottles,
Vesta Tilley recommends It highly . Immediate
ﬁ%ﬁeﬁor asthma, bronchitis. whooping cough Free

’

SACCO CO.. 232 N. Kedzle-av

g

Facsimile (slightly enlarged) of an advertisement of ‘“‘Sacco’” that appeared in a Chicago
newspaper in November, 1908. In spite of the fact that Vesta Tilley, King Edward and
ai

Mark Twain were all said to be greatly impressed with the marvel, *‘Sacco” led to get a
foothold in Chicago.

which he called “Chijitse.” Johannesburg seems to have taken to the nostrum,
but after being twice convicted of violating the laws governing medical practice,
Stevens left Sou:h Africa and went to England, where he located in Wimbledon,
a London suburb. Here he began pushing his stuff under the old name, “Sacco.”

AN INTENTIONAL FRAUD

Tn 1910 while at Wimbledon, Stevens was sued by a widow for $50, the
sum promised by Stevens in his advertisements, to any patient whom he did not
cure of consumption. The plaintiff's husband relying on Stevens’ nostrum, of
course, died. In giving judgment for the payment of $50 to the widow the judge
thus expressed his opinion of Stevens and his “cure”:

“I will now say what I think and what I had abstained from doing before.
I think this is an intentional and we!l-considered fraud. It is a scandalous
thing that poor people should be imposed upon and led to part with their
money, and to hope that those dear to them would be cured, by those

processes which were nothing but quack remedies, and had not the slightest
value of any kind."”

In spite of the judge’s eminently just characterization of Stevens and his
business, this quack had the effrontery to bring suit against the British Medica}
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Association a year later—in 1911, with results that have already been mentioned.
Stevens, in his appeal to the higher courts, after losing the case, attempted to
make much of what he claimed was the personal nature of the attack on him
by the British Medical Association. One of the judges of the appellate court,
however, pointed out that a comment may be fair even though it contains a
personal attack, this rule having been clearly stated by Lord Atkinson in the
classic case of “Dakhyl v. Labouchere” (1908, 2 K.B., 329), which was carried
to the House of Lords in 1908, where it was laid down that:

“A personal attack may form part of a fair comment upon given facts truth-
fully stated, if it be warranted by those facts.”

The “Sacco Co.,” London, of the original Capetown Sacco concern went into
liquidation. Stevens has claimed that a man named Pickering bought the right
to use Sacco from the liquidator, and that he (Stevens) no longer has any
interest in the company of that name. Before leaving the “Sacco” stage of
Stevens’ multinamed nostrum it is worth while recalling that in 1908 an attempt
was made to float this humbug in Chicago. Advertisements appeared in Chicago
papers describing the alleged enthusiasm for Sacco exhibited by King Edward,
Vesta Tilley and Mark Twain! The Chicago venture failed.

THE UMCKALOABO CHEMICAL COMPANY

Not long after Stevens lost his case against the British Medical Association,
an item appeared in an Albany, N. Y., paper, regarding the incorporation of the
*“Umckaloabo Chemical Company” of New York City, capitalized at a quarter-
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UMCKALOABO CHEMICAL CO. Inc

1700 BROADWAY
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ITIPITYS BEGASWAY

Greatly reduced facsimile of letterhead used by the Umckaloabo Chemical Company,
which attempted to exploit Stevens’ nostrum in the United States in 1915. This concern
also seems to have fizzled.

million dollars, for the purpose of acquiring the “secret processes for manufac-
turing a remedy for tuberculosis and other diseases, discovered by Charles H.
Stevens of London.” The incorporators of this new company were given as
Samuel S. Ryckman, Edward A. Sprong and Irene B. Russell, all of New York
City. This was in October, 1914,

In Sepiember, 1915, newspaper advertisements appeared, asking for the
names of those who were suffering from tuberculosis, so that “an absolute aid
in curing tuberculosis” that had been introduced in the United States from
London, might be brought to their attention. There was no name signed to
the advertisements; neither was the name of the preparation given. Sufferers
were urged to write to Room 3240, Woolworth Building, New York City. Some
who answered the advertising received a typewritten letter from the Umckaloabo
Chemical Co., of 1790 Broadway, New York, which was selling “U. C. Extract.”
With it was a testimonial, and a typical nostrum “analyst certificate,” the letter
signed by one J. P. Lord of London. This same “analyst” was referred to at
some length at the trial of Stevens v. British Medical Assoctation. It appears
that Lord was an employee of Stevens: he received $7.50 (30 shillings) a week.
Although Stevens attempted to “play up” the analysis in the tria’, he did not,
at the second trial, put the analyst on the stand. The following quotations
from the evidence will help one to estimate the possible scientific standing of
Analyst Lord. Stevens was being questioned:
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Question.—"Is he [J. P. Lord] alive?”

Answer—*“I do not know.”

Question.—"“Is he not in a Church Army Home and a dipsomaniac ?”

Anstwer—"1 do not know.”

A year later—July, 1916—the same analysis and the same lone te§timonial
were being sent out, together with a typewritten sheet giving the “History of

THE CONSUMPTION CURE
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Photographic facsimile (reduced) of one of
Stevens' advertisements, appearing a few
years ago in a London paper. The original
measured about 11 inches by _inches.
Among the names listed in this adverti-ement
of those who had been ‘‘cured” by Stevens’
nostrum was one Miss Olley, of whom
Stevens raid: “Carried out of Brompton Hos-
ital as incurable, now enjoying good health.”
g‘he facts are, Miss Olley died of pulmonary
tuberculosis.

the Discovery of Umckaloabo.” This
“history” referred to the “attacks” by
London Truth and the British Medical
Journal, and recorded the fact that, in
refutation, Stevens had sued the Brit-
ish Medical Association. It failed to
record, however, the outcome of the
libel suit, leaving the impression that
Stevens was the victor. The “history”
explained further that the president of
the Umckaloabo Company was “Samuel
S. Ryckman, former Member of Par-
liament of the Dominion of Canada,”
who had secured the American rights
to “Stevens’ discovery,” and that “won-
derful results have been accomplished-
by reputable physicians of New
York City, who are convinced that
Umckaloabo Extract has produced
specific action upon the lungs” !

“SACCO” “LUNGSAVA” BECOME
“u. c. EXTRaCT”

In transporting this humbug across
the Atlantic, still another name has
been given to it. No longer is it
“Sacco” or “Lungsava”; it is now
“Umckaloabo  Extract,” or, more
briefly, “U. C. Extract,” the two
letters  standing, respectively, for
“Umckaloabo” and “Chijitse.” In ad-
dition to the “history,” Lord’s “analy-
sis,” and the one single testimonial
for the “cure” itself, there were two
testimonials for Mr. Ryckman, one
from Adam s5rown, postmaster of
Hamilton, Ontario, and the other from
S. D. Biggar, the mayor of Hamilton,
Ontario. The letters accompanying
the advertising material were signed
“Samuel S. Rickman”; one of them
referred to analyst Lord as “one of
the principal analysts of London, Eng-
land.” Since 1916 we have received
no further information regarding the

exploitation of “U. C. Extract,” or of the activities of the Umckaloabo Co.
Whether the business failed to be the financial success that had been lnoked for,
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or whether Mr. Ryckman, after further investigation, decided to go into some
more reputable line of endeavor, we are unable to say.

Now, in 1919, Stevens plies his abominable trade among the tuberculous
victims of the great war. He sends to Canadian soldiers a gaudy covered
booklet containing some of the testimony of his “experts” who testified at the
first trial of his libel suit against the British Medical Association. It leaves
the impression that Stevens won the suit. The booklet declares that the British
Medical Association charged Stevens “with being a swindler and a quack who
foisted upon the public a so-called remedy which he knew to be absolutely
worthless.”” But it does not tell the consumptives, whose dollars are sought,
that the court held the British Medical Association’s charge to be the truth and
a fair comment of fact!

The ubiquitous “analysis” of Lord—the 30-shilling-a-week “expert”—is also
part of Stevens’ present advertising paraphernalia. Then there is a loose-leaf .
booklet of testimonials. The loose-leaf idea seems a good one—commercially.
THE JourNAL has shown repeatedly in cases of testimonials for “consumption
cures”’—testimonials which were written in good faith by those who believed
themselves benefited—that where the poor victims really had the disease and
were relying on the nostrum it was only necessary to wait some months or a
year or two before it was possible to obtain the death certificate of the testi-
monial givers. In the past this has meant that the quack must “scrap” a lot
of “literature” or lay himself open to the charge of publishing testimonials from
dead men. The loose-leaf method employed by Stevens will facilitate the
elimination of “dead timber” at a minimum expense.

A QUACK’S RECORD

That Stevens, after being thoroughly discredited, first in South Africa and
later in England, should now be trying to capitalize the suffering of Canadian
soldiers who have contracted tuberculosis in the service of their country, is
entirely in keeping with the moral standards of the “consumption cure” quack.
The most effective protection of the sick from the wiles of men of the Stevens
type is that of giving the public all the facts possible regarding such concerns.
Here, briefly summarized, are the facts:

1. In 1904 Stevens was selling “Sacco” in Capetown, South Africa. When
clearing $15,000 a year, he got into the courts and found it expedient to leave
Capetown.

2. In 1906 Stevens was in Johannesburg, trading as the “South African
Institu‘e of Medicine” and selling his stuff as “Lungsava”; was twice convicted
of violating the law and left for England.

3. In 1907 Stevens was in London selling his “cure” and in 1910 was declared
by the courts to be guilty of “intentional and well considered fraud,” and his
“cure” denounced as “nothing but quack remedies.”

4. In 1908 the British Medical Association denounced Stevens as a quack
and declared his nostrum worthless; and when Stevens sued the association the
courts, in 1914, agreed that the characterization was justified.

S. In 1915 Stevens’ “cure” appeared in the United States under the name of
“U. C. Extract,” exploited by the Umckaloabo Chemical Company of New York
City. This apparently was not a commercial success.

6. Today Stevens is attempting to exploit tuberculous Canadian soldiers who

have acquired the disease in the service of their country.—(From The Journal
A. M. A, April 5, 1919.)
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STRANDGARD’S T. B. MEDICINE

The resident physician of a Canadian sanatorium devoted exclusively to the
scientific treatment of tuberculosis writes:

“The enclosed leaflet and letter from the Dr. Strandgard’s Medicine Co.
of Toronto, Can., is being sent in a plain envelope, marked ‘personal’ to a
number of returned Canadian officers who are patients in this institution.
If you have any information regarding this ‘cure’ the Canadian readers
would appreciate its publication in THE JoURNAL.”

The letter enclosed was on the stationery of the “Dr. Strandgard’s Medicine
Co.” It was addressed to a man suffering from tuberculosis—a man who had
been stricken with this disease while in the service of his country. The “patent
medicine” concern states in its letter:

“Our T. B. medlcme is a specific for the complaint of which we have been informed you
are suffering

This cruel falsehood is followed up by the statement that the stuff is a
“high-class scientific preparation endorsed by physicians” which, previous to
being put on the market, was “used with wonderful success in private practice.”
Further:

“Dr. Strandgard has been awarded gold medals at four international exhibitions in Europe
for his medicines.”

Just what was the nature of these exhibitions, we do not know; possibly they
were the same sort of international “expositions” that were exposed in THE
JoUurRNAL ! about three years ago whose “gold medals” meant no more than that
the exploiter has paid a specified sum as a guaranty that he would receive an
“award.” The letter to the consumptive continues:

“Of course, one bottle will not improve your health owing to the nature of your case,
but after three bottles you will derive considerable benefit and will continue to take it unti]
you feel you are restored to normal health. Kindly write us informing us of your permission
to forward three bottles. We are agreeable to send them on condition that you do not pay
for them unless you are satisfied with the progress you have made.

This appeal is typical of “consumption cure” humbugs. Throughout the
entire advertising matter the claim is made by inference that the remedy will
cure consumption. None knows better than the trader in a fake consumption
cure how easy it is to persuade the consumptive during the first few weeks of
any new and mysterious “treatment” that he has been benefited. Time and again
it has been shown that such concerns run no risk in offering to send limited
amounts of their nostrums to the victims on a basis of “no pay unless satisfied.”

THE ADVERTISING METHODS

The booklet sent by the Strandgard concern states that the preparation was
originated by one “Chevalier Dr. Jean F. Strandgard, K. V. V.P.” Some pros-
pective purchasers are obtained by offering a free bottle of the nostrum to any
one who will furnish “fifteen (15) names and addresses of persons genuinely
suffering either from Consumption—Tuberculosis, Asthma, Bronchitis, Catarrh,
Weak Lungs, Pleurisy, Pneumonia, Coughs, Colds, or any disease of the
respiratory organs.” No information is given regarding its composition,
although a pretense is made of doing so by stating that it is:

‘. from Nature’s Garden being made from purc Essences, Infusions, Extracts and

healmg medicinal virtues of rare barks, roots and herbs.”

1. Reprinted, with additions, in the pamphlet, “Quasi-Medical Institutions,” published by
the American Medical Association.
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It contains alcohol—also typical of the fake “consumption cure”—and the
usual excuse is offered that this drug is not present “in any larger quantity than
is absolutely necessary” to dissolve one of the alleged constituents. It is to be
taken six times a day in two-dram doses. The sixteen-ounce bottle thus lasts
about ten and one-half days. This means that the three bottles which they offer
to send without payment in advance would last the victim about one month.
Every physician who has treated consumptives knows that such patients after
taking any nostrum—especially one containing alcohol or bitters—for three or
four weeks under the glamour of the claims common to quackery, insist that
they are “feeling better.”

TESTIMONIALS—AS USUAL

The booklet contains several testimonials; most of them from laymen. Not
one of the testimonials declares that the stuff has cured a case of pulmonary
tuberculosis or even that it is of value in such cases. Most of them refer to its
alleged use in asthmar and bronchitis. One is from an alleged sufferer from
spinal tuberculosis who claims to have been benefited, although not cured. Two
of the testimonials purport to be from medical men—A. H. Paget, M.D,, and
P. B. Wood, M.D.—both of whom, the booklet claims, are “Members of the Col-
lege of Physicians and Surgeons of Ontario.” While neither of these physi-
cians’ testimonials declare that the stuff is a cure or even a treatment for con-
sumption, the evident intent of the booklet is to make the consumptive so
believe. Whether the giving of these testimonials indicates a failure to recog-
nize professional responsibility or a mere lack of common sense, we do not
know ; the solution of such questions may safely be left to the organization to

which these men are said to belong.
DR WHITTINGTON'S

CONSUMPTION

CONTADSS 7 12 PER CENT ALCONOL

A fake “consumption cure” is vicious enough under
any circumstances. Every physician who has treated
consumptives knows how difficult it is to persuade the
sufferer that his chance for recovery rests not on
medicine but on hygienic and dietetic measures. It
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Reduced photographic fac-
simile of the label on Whit-
tington’s ‘‘consumption
cure.” It obviously vio-
lates the federal Food and
Drugs Act.

is a human failing to believe that every disease may
be cured by taking something out of a bottle, and
the consumptive is particularly susceptible to the
wiles of the “patent medicine” faker. But, if under
normal conditions and exploited to civilian consump-
tives the “consumption cure” business is a cruel
deceit, what shall be said of the concerns which seek

-as victims those men who have acquired tuberculo-

sis in the service of their country? The human car-
rion that robs the wounded on the field of battle at
least takes his life in his hands in so doing; not so
the “consumption cure” quack who plies his trade on
the invalided soldier.—(From The Journal A. M. A.,
Dec. 15, 1917.)

WHITTINGTON’S “SPECIFIC”

“Dr. Whittington’s Treatment for Consumption” is, according to the label,
“manufactured and sold only by Dr. William Whittington, Dinuba, Cal.” Accord-
ing to our records, Dr. William Whittington was graduated by the Missouri
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Medical College of St. Louis, Mo., in 1880 and was licensed to practice in Cali-
fornia in 1891. The preparation, which admittedly contains 7.5 per cent. alco-
hol, is labeled:

“A Specific for Consumption, Coughs, Colds, Bronchitis, La Grippe and All Debilitated
Conditions from whatever cause.”

The bottle contains about twelve ounces of a brown, sirupy liquid and sells
for $5.00. In reply to an inquiry sent to Whittington by a supposedly consump-
tive layman, there came a letter signed “W. Whittington,” reading in part as
follows:

“. . . I have a treatment that pDOES CURE CONsUMPTION. The cost of the treatment is
$20.00 for each month’s treatment. You can get it one month at a time or more as you like.
If you wish to try it you better take one month’s treatment at first to see what it will do
for you. But if you take it for one month I know you will send back for more. For I know
it will do you good. For THIS IS THE ONLY TREATMENT THAT DOES REALLY CURE CONSUMPTION.
As to how long you will need to take it depends on your condition. It takes from three to
six months to cure. If you have not had it long three months may cure you. If you are
very bad it will take longer . . .”—[Capitals ours.—ED.]

Requests have come in at different times for information regarding this nos-
trum. A bottle of Whittington’s “Specific” was examined in the Association’s
laboratory. The condensed report of this analysis follows:

“The liquid had an odor of raspberry and prunes and a'so somewhat vinous
characteristics, with a tannin-like taste. The reaction toward litmus was acid.
The specific gravity at 15.6 C. was 1.0963. The weight of ash from 100 c.c. was
0.73 grams. Qualitative tests indicated the presence of alcohol, magnesium,
tannin and other vegetable acids, acetate, sugar, glycerin, and traces of cal-
cium, potassium and sodium. Tests for the following yielded negative results:
heavy metals, haloids, sulphates, alkaloids, emodin-bearing drugs, benzoate, cin-
namate, salicylate and glycyrrhiza. From this analysis it appears that ‘Dr.
Whittington’s Treatment for Consumption’ is a flavored syrup, devoid of potent
ingredients other than alcohol.”

Selling flavored syrup as a “cure” and “specific” for consumption is a dis-
reputable enough business under any circumstances, but what shall be thought
of a physician who will carry on such a trade?—(From The Journal A. M. A.,

Dec. 18, 1915.)
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"According to the samc authority the stuff retails for 50 cents, while the
estimated value of the ingredients is 1 cent.—(From The Journal A. M. A.,
Oct. 16, 1919.)

Bradley’'s (Mrs.) Face Bleach.—The claims made for this stuff, which
emanates from Minneapolis, are that it “removes moth, tan, freckles, pimples,
blackheads, prevents wrinkles, oiliness and aging of the skin.” What else it
does is left to the seeker after beauty to learn by experience. Its ingredients
were reported by the North Dakota Agricultural Experiment Station to be
Epsom salts (magnesium sulphate) and corrosive sublimate (mercuric chlo-
rid). A more detailed analysis appeared in the Druggists’ Circular, March,
1913:

Anhydrous magnesium sulphate ................. 45.7 per cent.
Sodium chlorid (common salt) ................ 9.7 per cent.
Mercuric chlorid (corrosive sublimate) ............ 23.6 per cent.

—(From The Journal A. M. A., Aug. 23, 1913.)

Cerol.—This is another preparation sold on the “prescription fake” method
and marketed by the Scharff-Cooper concern, that puts out Amarol, etc.
According to an advertisement published in the form of an “Answers to Cor-
respondents” department entitled “Little Home Aids on How to be Beautiful
by Madame Maree,” Cerol “cleans and clears the skin” and also “acts as a food
to the delicate tissues.” Various reports from boards of health assign to Cerol
the following composition:

Boric acid Stearic acid Perfume

—(From The Journal A. M. A., Oct. 16, 1915.)

Clearola.—This preparation is said to be put on the market by G. W.
Carpenter, Jaffrey, N. H. It is sold as a preparation which will “whiten the
skin” and has been reported on by the state chemists of Indiana, Ohio and
Kansas. They all agree in declaring that Clearola is nothing more mys-
terious than ordinary sulphur.—(From The Journal A. M. A., Oct. 16, 1915.)

Cuticle Acid.—This product, put on the market, apparently, by Richard
Hudnut of New York, is said to “remove dead skin.” According to the Kansas
State Board of Health Bulletin for August, 1914, Cuticle Acid is mostly water
with :

Alcohol ... e i e 10 per cent.
Oxalic acid .. ..iieiniitiiii ittt tnrinatanaan 2 per cent.

—(From The Journal A. M. A., Oct. 16, 1915.)

Charles Flesh Food.—In Brooklyn there is a concern styled Dr. Charles
Flesh Food Company that sells “toilet specialties.” In addition to rouge
and face powders of various tints as well as soaps and toilet creams, the con-
cern puts out such preparations as “Foot Relief” for “sore, tired, aching feet”
and “Revivo,” claimed to be a “Remedy for Dandruff and All Scalp Diseases.”
The “Dr. Charles Co. Tonic Tablets” are put forward by the company as “the
very best preparation for restoring health to the debilitated; rich blood to the
anemic; relief to women from their specific ills, strength to those tottering
along life’s pathway with a burden of liver and kidney troubles, nervous pros-
tration, dyspepsia and many wasting diseases that lead to consumption.” The
product on which, apparently, they lay more emphasis than any other is “Dr.
Charles Flesh Food,” an ointment sold under such claims as:

“Applied to the skin nourishes by absorption.”

“It builds firm, healthy flesh.”

“Acts quickly and surely on a skin that is seamed and wrinkled cither by exposure or
age, smoothing away furrows of the forchead and lines about the eyes and mouth.”
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Eptol.—“There is little excuse now for the presence of wrinkles. The
results of this formula have indeed proved this to be the case. Every woman
should try this formula, use it freely and then your face will reflect again the
sunshine of youth and every wrinkle will be just a vanishing ripple, nothing
more!” Thus, to the gullible, appeals the Cooper Pharmacal Company of
Chicago in a fake “Beauty Secrets” department published under the name of
“Miss Valeska Suratt” The “formula” referred to is Eptol, plus some
glycerin and water. Eptol is a white powder perfumed with rose which sells
for 50 cents for a 1'%-ounce box. According to the state chemists of Con-
necticut, Eptol has essentially the following composmon

Borax ...ttt ittt 37 per cent.
Soap and stearic acid ... ... it iieienae 63 per cent.

—(From The Journal A. M. A., Oct. 16, 1915.) .

Freckeleater.—This product was shipped in September, 1911, by the Freckel-
eater Co., Dallas, Tex. According to the label, “Freckeleater” was “not a
cosmetic, but the only known, harmless, pleasant and absolutely sure and
infallible cure for all imperfections of the skin. ?  Analysis by the
Bureau of Chemistry showed it to consist of a pasty, greaseless vehicle hav-
ing the odor of lavender and carrying in suspension bismuth subnitrate
(approximately 5.5 per cent.) and ammoniated mercury (approximately 4 per
cent.). As the stuff was labeled “harmless,” whereas it contained ammoniated
mercury, a caustic poison harmful to the skin, it was declared misbranded.
On Jan. 27, 1913, the company pleaded guilty and was fined $100 and costs.—
[Notice of Judgment No. 2443, issued July 12, 1913.]

Freckeless.—This was marketed by one John Emmett Barry trading under
the firm name of J. E. Barry & Co., Paris, Texas. The stuff was sold “for the
removal of Freckles, Tan, Sunburn and other Facial blemishes” and bore the
following statements on the trade package:

““The Superior Skin Food and Massage Cream.”
“As harmless as it is sure.”

When analyzed by the Bureau of Chemistry the chemists reported that
Freckeless was an ointment consisting largely of petrolatum (vaseline) with
which had been mixed ahout 10 per cent. of bismuth subnitrate and 12 per cent.
ammoniated mercury. The stuff was declared misbranded because it was not
harmless, containing as it did a “harmful, poisonous and deleterious” sub-
stance, ammoniated mercury, which, as is well known, is a caustic poison. It
was further declared misbranded in that it was not a “skin food” and “did not
contain any ingredient or combination of ingredients capable of acting as a
food for the skin.” On Oct. 19, 1914, J. E. Barry pleaded guilty and was ﬁned
$10.—[Notice of Judgment No. 3540; issued April 3, 1915.]

Freezone.—The Edward Wesley Company of Cincinnati put this preparation
on the market as a “simple and easy way to get rid of your corns and cal-
louses.” The concern declared that “you corn-pestered men and women” may
“wear the shoes that nearly killed you before, because Freezone applied directly
on a tender, aching corn stops soreness at once and soon the corn loosens so it
can be lifted out root and all, without pain.” The New York Tribune had this
preparation analyzed and in its “Ad-Visor Department,” June 24, 1917, quoted
from their chemist’s report as follows: “Freezone is a common type of corn
remover, depending for its activity on the salicylic acid present, the rest being

common collodion. R

Frostilla.—Holmes’ Fragrant Frostilla is a lotion put out by Clay W.
Holmes of Elmira, N. Y. It was analyzed by the chemists of the Connecticut
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Gloriol Glowene.—This preparation is put out by the same concern as
Gloriol Balm and is advertised by the same methods. According to one adver-
tisement appearing in a fake “Answers to Correspondents” department:

“Soap is a destroyer of a beautiful skin and I want all my fair readers to dlscontmue its
use. Instead use Gloriol Glowene which is really a water massage.

According to the state chemists of Indiana, of Kansas and of Michigan,
“Gloriol Glowene” is soft soap!—(From The Journal A. M. A., Oct. 16, 1915.)

Gouraud’s Oriental Cream.—As long ago as 1907, Dr. T. Felix Gouraud’s
Oriental Cream or Magical Beautifier was analyzed by the state chemists of
New Hampshire, who reported that it consisted of “approximately one-half
ounce of calomel suspended in a short half-pint of water.” More recently—in
1912—it has been analyzed by the chemists of the Connecticut Agricultural
Experiment Station, whose report is practically identical with that of the New
Hampshire chemists. Some of the claims made for this simple mixture are:

“Purifies as well as beautifies the skin. No other cosmetic will do it.”

‘‘Removes tan, pimples, freckle, moth patches, rash and skin diseases and every blemish
on beauty and defies detection.”

An eight-ounce bottle of this preparation costs 98 cents. As the Connecticut
chemists say: “The amount of calomel in a bottle of this substance can be
bought at retail for about 6 cents; the remaining 92 cents is the charge for a
half-pint of water.”—(From The Journal A. M. A., Aug. 23, 1915.)

Hill's Freckle Lotion.—Fred L. Snow, Providence, R. 1., shipped into Massa-
chusetts a quantity of “Hill's Freckle Lotion” which government officials
claimed was misbranded in violation of the Food and Drugs Act. According
to the trade package, the preparation was “absolutely harmless when used
externally according to directions.” As the government chemists found that
Hill’'s Freckle Lotion contained corrosive sublimate (mercuric chlorid) they
naturally declared the stuff misbranded. Furthermore, the label bore the
statement:

“Removes Moth, Tan, Freckles, Pimples, Ring Worms, and all Eruptions of the Skin.”

This claim was declared to be false and fraudulent and applied knowingly
and in reckless and wanton disregard of its truth or falsity. Snow at first °
pleaded not guilty, but later withdrew the plea and entered a plea of nolo
contendere. He was fined $20.—[Notice of Judgment No. 4115; issued April
19, 1916.]

Hokara.—This preparation, which seems to be of the “massage cream” type,
has been advertised under such claims as:

“If you are troubled with pimples, blackheads, acne, barber’s itch, blotches, freckles or
other skin disecases or blemish now is the time to get rid of it with Hokara.”

“There is yet to be found any form of wound or disecase affecting the skin or mucous
membrane that Hokara does not help .’

It is recommended by the manufacturers for chilblains, soft corns, poison
ivy, insect bites, “fever sores,” body odors, oily skin, sore lips, sunburn, tired
feet, warts and various other conditions. According to Prof. Lewis B. Allyn
of the McClure-Westfield Laboratories, the preparation “consists principally of
wool fat and casein.”

Hudson’s (Mrs.) Skin and Pore Specific.—This product, which is supposed
to be used in connection with a depilatory, put out by the same concern, was
analyzed in the McClure-Westfield Laboratories, and reported to be principally
“a reddish clay, a bismuth compound probably subnitrate of bismuth, with a
fatty base consisting of a saponifiable oil, probably tallow.”
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Ice Mint.—This, the public was told, was “the real ‘Corn Killer’” The
sufferer from corns was told: “Just a touch of Ice Mint and Oh! what relief.
Corns and callouses vanish, soreness disappears and you can dance all night
or walk all day and your corns won’t hurt a bit.” The New York Tribune in
the “Ad-Visor Department” for June 24, 1917, gave the following report of an
analysis of the preparation: “In the Ice Mint we have been unable to find any
really active ingredients. There is some borax present which would act as a
mild alkali and antiseptic and there is also either oil of peppermint or menthol
present, probably the former. A volunteer of the laboratory staff has tried the
Ice Mint for five successive applications and reports no noticeable results
whatever.”

Kingsbery’s Freckle Lotion.—"“Kingsbery’s Freckle Lotion (lst strength)”
is said to be put on the market by F. W. Kingsbery, Randolph, Mass. According
to the Report of the Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station, 1914, the
following claims have been made for this product:

“Will positively remove freckles, tan, moth patches, etc.,, from the face, hands and arms
without the slightest injury to the most sensitive skin.”

“Unequalled for use in ivy and dogwood poison, insect bites and stings, salt rheum,
eczema and all skin irritations, stopping the itching immediately and counteracting the
poison.”

Kingsbery’s Freckle Lotion was analyzed by the state chemists of Con-
necticut who reported that it, like “Hill’'s Freckle Lotion,” is a solution of
bichlorid of mercury in water, containing 5.3 parts of the corrosive sublimate to
1,000 parts of water. As the Connecticut officials state this “is an exceedingly
dangerous remedy to use.” The use of the poisonous salts of mercury, even
externally, is fraught with danger. There are numerous cases on record of
poisoning from the external application of mercurial compounds. Taylor quotes
a case of two brothers who died from the effects of absorbing corrosive sub-
limate through the unbroken skin. Death has followed the absorption of cor-
rosive sublimate in dilutions of 1 to 1,000 and 1 to 2,000.—(From The Journal
A. M. A, Nov. 20, 1915.)

Kulux Compound.—This product is sold by the Kulux Manufacturing Com-
.pany, Rochester, N. Y. Kulux Compound has been advertised by the “prescrip-
tion fake” method under such claims as the following:

““Makes the skin transparent and removes all defects such as freckles, tan, sun spots,
roughness and ruddiness.”

*“Blemishes of every kind disappear as if by magic.”

“This is the private prescription of a famous Parisian beauty.”

The alleged “prescription” calls for a “l ounce bottle of Kulux Compound”
which is to be added to a mixture of water and witch hazel. Kulux Compound
has been reported on by several state chemists. The following, taken from
Medical Frauds, the bulletin issued by the Indiana State Board of Health, may
be taken as typical:

Zine OXId Lottt it ittt cieer e 7 per cent.
Bismuth subcarbonate ...........ciiiiiiiiiiiiaan S per cent.
(€ 513 = 1+ 10 per cent.
£ T 78 per cent.

The Indiana chemists state further that although the retail price of Kulux
Compound is 50 cents, the value of the ingredients is 4 cents. -(From The
Journal A. M. A., Nov. 20, 1915.)

La Sage Complexion Treatment.—Pear]l La Sage conducts a mail-order
business from 2120 Michigan Blvd., Chicago. She separates the credulous from
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their cash via the “beauty treatment” route. No matter how atrocious your
complexion, send your money to Pearl La Sage, and you will “have a perfect
complexion in ten days.” Realizing that people’s tastes differ, Pearl promises:

“You may have a pink, creamy or downy complexion just as you wish—and without
any changc in the treatment.”

Physicians not infrequently find it impossible to help the complexion of
women who are suffering from certain diseases. Realizing that the bad com-
plexion is but a symptom and not a disease, the doctor naturally believes that
the way to attack such trouble is to remove the cause. No such limitations
hamper Pearl La Sage (although she admits that a bad complexion is fre-
quently the result of bodily ills). Says Pearl:

“In ten days you can be the subject of wild admiration by all your friends, no matter
what your condition of health.”

“No matter what the cause, my ten day complexion treatment will give you a perfect
complexion in ten days.”

As is usual in such cases, it is probable that Pearl La Sage is really but a
figure-head, the company being organized by three men. There seems to have
been more or less connection between the Pearl La Sage concern and the Della
Carson “beauty treatment” and Eloise Rae “bust developer,” both conducted on
the mail-order plan. There is, of course, nothing to show that the Pearl La
Sage concern is not the business of Pearl La Sage herself. The usual stock-in-
trade of the mail-order quack is used to sell this “ten-day” complexion treat-
ment: misleading advertisements in such newspapers as are willing to take
such material; booklets, freely illustrated with pictures of Pearl La Sage—
pictures, by the way, which leave the casual observer in doubt as to whether
it is a “complexion treatment” or a “bust developer” that is being sold; pictures,
also, depicting hypothetical scenes, showing the dire effects of a bad complexion;
and last, but not least, the inevitable follow-up letters.

“SoB STUFF"

The booklets of these mail-order fakers are an interesting study. In cases
like those of Pearl La Sage, in which the pocketbook rather than the health
is involved, such brochures will be found to furnish a good deal of amusement.
One of the Pearl La Sage booklets contains a double-page picture of a ball-
room, showing all the ladies with good complexions dancing, while an unfortu-
nate female in the foreground with a much besplotched face is sitting out the
dance alone. On another page is a pen drawing of a court scene, bearing the
legend “The Divorce Courts Tell Their Tale of Complexion Value.” A man
and woman, presumably husband and wife, stand before the judge’s bench, the
woman with a bowed head—and, of course, pimply face—the man looking back
toward the rear of the court room at an engaging young female with a clear
skin. Again, a tear-stained, specklefaced wife gazes sadly at a grandfather’s
clock which points to a late hour. She sees, as in a vision, her belated hus-
band dancing with a lady whose skin—and much is exhibited—seems to be all
that could be desired. The legend reads: ‘“The Neglected Wife Has Learned
Bitterly the Value of a Perfect Complexion.” It is this picture, evidently,
that is referred to in another pamphlet sent out by Pearl, when she says:

“Think of the mad tragedies of wives sitting alone at home, watching the clock through
teardimmed eyes, when they fear that some woman of a softer skin has coaxed their husbands
from the paths of rightenousness.”

For fear that the reader may think this picture somewhat overdrawn, Miss
La Sage gives the assurance:

“This is not drcam-stuff, good sister; it is true and you know it and I know it, and
every woman who has felt the bite of jealousy and desertion knows it.”
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and which incompletely dissolved in water to form a red, alkaline solution.
The contents of 10 capsules weighed 12.7386 gm. or about 20 grains for each
capsule. The tablets were a pale pink color and ten of them weighed
7.5160 gm. or nearly 12 grains each. The tablets were partially soluble in
water to form a red solution having a strongly alkaline taste. Qualitative
tests demonstrated the presence of a borate, a carbonate, sodium and phenol-
phthalein in the contents of the capsules. A borate, a carbonate, sodium,
phenolphthalein and powdered talc were found in the tablets. Other substances
were not present in appreciable amounts. In addition to the “complexion treat-
ment,” Pearl La Sage sends with it some of what she calls laxative “pills.”
These were small, brown tablets. Preliminary tests indicated that they con-
tained some anthraquinone-bearing drug, probably extract of cascara and a
trace of an alkaloid, probably strychnin.

SUMMARY

Evidently, therefore, the Pearl La Sage treatment consists essentially of
a weak solution of ordinary soda and borax, with a little phenolphthalein as a
coloring agent. And this is the mixture which is sold at an exorbitant price,
under the claim that: *It heals, soothes, cleanses, softens and beautifies the
skin, removing all impurities, pimples, blotches, blackheads, eruptions, sallow-
ness or lack of color, muddy complexion, liver spots and other skin imperfec-
tions.” When the public can be humbugged as easily as this, is it any wonder
that actresses and others forsake the ill-paid drudgery of hard work for the
“easy money” in quack mail-order schemes?—(Modified from The Journal
A. M. A., April 25, 1914.)

Marie Medicis Poudre de Riz—Analyzed in the McClure-Westfield Labora-
tories and reported by Professor Allyn to be composed of talc, zinc oxid and
chalk. No starch detected.

McCorrison’s Famous Diamond Lotion No. 1.—According to the Report of
the Connecticut Agricultural Expcriment Station for 1914, Mrs. McCorrison’s
Famous Diamond Lotion No. 1 is put on the market by E. K. Guenther of
Waldoboro, Maine, under the following claims:

“Will remove Moth, Tan, Freckles, Pimples, Blackheads, Salt-Rheum, Eczema and all
the various affections of like character.”
“It is unlike any other preparation for the skin and complexion.”

The Connecticut chemists reported that it was essentially a solution of
bichlorid of mercury in the strength of 28.2 parts of the corrosive sublimate
to 1000 of water. The stuff is a dangerous poison.—(From The Journal
A. M. A, Nov. 20, 1915.)

Neal’s Olivine.—This was a liquid soap put on the market by the To-Kalon
Manufacturing Company of Syracuse, N. Y. Under the heading ‘“Important
to Physicians and Trained Nurses,” the label bore the following claims:

*““Neal’s Olivine is a thoroughly Antiseptic soap, medicated with chemically pure borax,
in the form of boroglycerine. It is of exceptional value in producing surgical cleanliness,
unexcelled for removing dirt, softening and whitening the skin, healing chapped hands,
and eradicating skin blemishes.

*“Neal’s Olivine will not injure the most delicate skin.

*Unexcelled for the relief of dandruff, falling hair, and shampooing the scalp.”

On a circular that went with the bottle these further claims appeared:

“Olivine contains the pure oil of crushed olives combined with chemically pure borax
in the form of boroglycerine. )

“It is both an antiseptic and germicide.”

A sample of Neal's Olivine was analyzed in the Bureau ‘of Chemistry and
the chemists reported that it was not made from olive oil, that it contained
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no boroglycerin, and that it had neither antiseptic nor germicidal action. On
March 20, 1914, the To-Kalon Manufacturing Company pleaded guilty to the
charge of misbranding and the court imposed a fine of $20.—[Notice of Judg-

ment No. 3522, issued April 3, 1915.]

Neal's Olivfoam.—The To-Kalon Mfg. Co. of New York City put out this
product which the federal chemists declared was a solution of soap, borax and
glycerin in water. The chemists reported further that the oil from which the
soap was made was not all olive oil, but probably consisted of about equal
parts of olive oil and coconut oil. The stuff was sold under the claim that
“Neal’s Olivfoam is a thoroughly Antiseptic Soap.” This claim the federal
officials declared was false and misleading because the preparation would have
little, if any, antiseptic action. It was further declared misbranded in that
the label indicated that the product contained 10 per cent. alcohol, when as a
matter of fact it contained no alcohol. The curative claim: “Olivfoam over-
comes the falling out of the hair by supplying nourishment to the hair roots,”
was declared “false and fraudulent and applied knowingly and in reckless and
wanton disregard of its truth or falsity.” The To-Kalon Company pleaded
guilty and was fined $50.—[Notice of Judgment No. 4415, issued Oct. 16, 1916.]
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Orchard White.—This is another of the thousand-and-one toilet prepara-
tions whose chief virtue lies in the money-making possibilities they offer their
exploiters. The advertisements of Orchard White emphasize the use of lemon
juice as a “beautifier,” the headlinz displays reading:

“Girls! Try This on Your Hands! Make a Lemon Beauty Cream.”

“Lemon Juice Softens and Whitens Rough, Red Hands. Women can make a quarter
pint of wonderful lemon beauty cream for a few cents. Nothing so good!”

“Lemon Juice For Freckles. Girls! Make beauty lotion at home for a few cents.
Try it!"”

““Lemons for Complexion. Juice of two lemons made into creamy letion can be used to
bleach, whiten and soften the skin.”
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Under such headings the advertisements advised using the juice of two
lemons mixed with “3 ounces of orchard white.” Throughout the advertise-
ments the words “orchard white” are not capitalized, the obvious intent being
to lead the public to believe that this “patent medicine” is an official drug.
Analyzed by the state chemists of Louisiana, “Orchard White” was reported
to be nothing more mysterious than a mucilage containing bismuth citrate,
boric acid, alcohol and gum tragacanth. In commenting on this product, Dr.
Dowling said: “Claims in the advertising, in addition to being very much
exaggerated, are also false and misleading. The advertising of this prepara-
tion, to my mind, is particularly objectionable for the reason that it exploits a
simple and harmless article—the juice of lemons—in order to lead the unsus-
pecting to purchase a product which might prove harmful.”—(From The
Journal A. M. A., April 6, 1918.)

Neroxin.—This is another one of the numerous “prescription fake” nos-
trums put out by the Cooper Pharmacal Company of Chicago. As has been
mentioned before, the Cooper concern exploits its products in fake “Beauty
Departments” under the name “Valeska Suratt”” Here, for instance, is a para-
graph from an advertisement put in the form of reading matter and supposed
to be devoted to “Secrets of Remarkable Formulas Revealed by Valeska
Surratt.”

“Blackheads will be removed in a few minutes by first washing the face, then sprinkling
some neroxin on the sponge, wet with hot water, and rubbing over the blackheads for a few,

minutes. Then wash the face again. The neroxin can be procured for fifty cents at any
drug store.” .

According to a’circular issued in January, 1917, by the Ohio Board of Agri-
culture, Neroxin “consists of practically equal parts of soap and borax.”

Othine.—This is put on the market by a concern calling itself the “Othine
Laboratories, Buffalo,” and claiming to be the “proprietors of Mrs., E. C.
White’s Famous Prescription, Othine-Double Strength.” Othine is sold as a
“remover of freckles,” and such claims as the following are to be found among
the advertising:

*“Othine is altogether unlike the old-fashioned skin remedies, complexion bleaches,
lotions, etc., which irritate the skin beyond endurance.”

“It is absolmely harmless to the most delicate complexion.

“If it contained a single injurious ingredient 1 certainly would not put it on my face.

Othine can be purchased at the drug stores—$2 for a 2'.-ounce jar. Those
who have written to the “Othine Laboratories” for information have received
a series of circular letters signed “Mrs. E. C. White.” In the first letter the
correspondent was told:

“It requires at least a box of Othine to remove freckles. Samples would be too small
to accomplish anything, therefore, I do not send them so please do not write me for samples.
The full treatment of Othine will be sent you in a plain wrapper, charges prepaid on receipt
of $2.00.”

Some time later—the $2 not having been sent—another letter came from
the “Othine Laboratories” offering the 2'%-ounce jar of Othine for $1. This
offer also was ignored and in due time a third letter came in which the offer
was made that a 1-ounce package of Othine would be sent for 50 cents! Othine
has been reported on by the state chemists of Connecticut, Indiana and Kan-
sas. The reports all agree in essentials. According to the Connecticut chem-
ists, Othine contains 7.7 per cent. bismuth subnitrate and 11.5 per cent.
ammoniated mercury with a fatty base. Ammoniated mercury is a powerful
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caustic poison. Yet the product containing it is sold under the claim that it
is “absolutely harmless to the most delicate complexion.”—(From The Journal
A. M. A, Nov. 20, 1915.)

Palmer’s Skin Whitener.—" 'Dr. Fred Palmer’s Skin Whitener” was sold
by the Jacobs’ Pharmacy Co. of Atlanta, Ga. The Bureau of Chemistry
reported that the product contained a poisonous and deleterious ingredient,
namely, 7.85 per cent. mercury calculated as ammoniated mercury, mixed with
a fatty base. It was sold under the claim that it was “absolutely harmless,”
which claim was false and misleading. It was also falsely and fraudulently
claimed to be a remedy for all forms of eczema and skin eruptions. The com-
pany was fined $25 and costs.'—[Notice of Judgment No. 4995, issued Jan. 30,
1918.)

Perry’'s Moth and Freckle Lotion.—According to the Report of the Con-
necticut Agricultural Experiment Station for 1914, this is put on the market
by Brent Good & Co., New York City. According to these chemists, the prepa-
ration is another one of the bichlorid of mercury solutions containing in addi-
tion a small amount of a lead salt. The Connecticut report, commenting on the
claim in the circular that this “lotion is for the safe and speedy eradication of
moth patches, freckles and tan,” says: “No preparation containing 16.5 parts
of corrosive sublimate per 1,000 can be considered a ‘safe’ remedy even for
external use.”—(From The Journal A. M. A., Nov. 27, 1915.)

Rohrer’s Artesia Cream.—This preparation was reported by Prof. L. B.
Allyn of the McClure-Westfield Laboratories to contain ammoniated mer-
cury in a saponifiable fatty base.

Rose-Kayloin.—This is another one of the preparations put out by the
Blackburn Products Co., Dayton, Ohio. It is advertised in the “Dr. Lewis
Baker” fake “health department.” Rose-Kayloin, according to the reports of
the Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station (1915), is “essentially sulphur
and potassium carbonate (salts of tartar), with small amounts of sodium car-
bonate (washing soda) and sulphur compounds.”

This stuff is recommended in the Dr. Lewis Baker “Answers to Correspon-
dents” for numerous conditions. For instance:

“Valentine:—A person afflicted with chronic ulcers, itching skin and constipation, as you
say you are usually has frequent attacks of indigestion, causing the poisons of fermented
food to be absorbed into the blood. This is manifested by pimples, ulcers. itching etc.
I have had great success prescribing an ointment of rose-kayloin, 24 drams; lanolin, 2 oz.
Mix and apply to the skin or sores two or three times daily after a thorough cleansing with
soap and water.”

And then this:

‘‘Katherine Anxious:—You ask for a preparation to remove freckles (and tan). I don’t
think well of face creams, but this face wash is most effective if persistently and regularly
used. It removes tan and freckles by absorption: Potassium Carbonate 3 drams, Sodium
Chloride 2 drams, Rose-Kayloin, 214 drams (package), Orange Flower Water 2 oz., Rose
W'at‘er:! oz. Mix and apply two or three times daily as a face wash, permitting it to dry
on the face.”

Other conditions in which Rose-Kayloin—in various combinations—is rec-
ommended, are “blackheads, pimples, boils, sore spots, and large pores in skin
of the face,” also “eczema,” “sty on the eyelids,” “itching piles,” etc.—(Mods-
fied from The Journal A. M. A., Nov. 27, 1915.)

Ruppert’s Face Bleach.—“Mme. Ruppert’'s World Renowned Face Bleach”
is put on the market by Mme. A. Ruppert Co., New York City. According to

1. Another consignment of this product was later seized in transit, declared misbranded
and'logtécnl'glsdcstroyed by the court, according to Notice of Judgment No. 5598, issued
pri , .

Google



Original from
MEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY

Digitized by Google

9|6006-sn-pd#asn~ssadoe/bi03sniyiyrey mmm//:diy / paznibip-916009 ‘saiels paliun 9yl ul urewoq dlqnd
TL08L¥900€EvE€ dAu/Lz0Z/ARUdIPURY |PY//:d1Y / LIND LE:9T 81-90-GTOZ UO (||IH [2deyD 3e euljoie)d YMON Jo ASIDAIUN) 13241eqp 104 PalRIBUSD



Original from
MEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY

Digitized by Google

9|6006-sn-pd#asn~ssadoe/bi03sniyiyrey mmm//:diy / paznibip-916009 ‘saiels paliun 9yl ul urewoq dlqnd
TL08L¥900€EvE€ dAu/Lz0Z/ARUdIPURY |PY//:d1Y / LIND LE:9T 81-90-GTOZ UO (||IH [2deyD 3e euljoie)d YMON Jo ASIDAIUN) 13241eqp 104 PalRIBUSD



COSMETIC NOSTRUMS 71

“The main inducement by which this treatment is sold is the refund
guarantee. The evidence shows that this guarantee is not kept in good
faith. When a communicaftion is received by Biel, in which the writer
alleges that she purchased the treatment and was not satisfied therewith,
it is his practice to advise the writer that her complaint will be given
prompt attention and then fail to make any further reply to the communi-
cation unless the purchaser is persistent and writes again. In that event,
it is the practice of Biel to ask the purchaser to state in what particulars
the treatment was unsatisfactory and unless this information is forth-
coming he fails to pay further attention to the complaint. Other letters
from the purchaser are met with dilatory communications of the same
nature; and the complaints in the case show that it is not the intention
of Biel to make any refund except in cases where threats are made to
report the matter to the Post Office Department or to take other drastic
action.”

VERLIE AS A FIGURE-HEAD
Although all the advertising matter, either definitely or inferentially, stated
that Verlie Gatlin was the “discoverer” of the “treatment,” and while all of the
circular letters sent out were signed “Verlie Gatlin” and the printed return
envelopes sent to prospective victims were addressed to “Miss Verlie Gatlin
(Personal),” investigation showed that Verlie Gatlin had practically nothing to
do with the business. To quote further from the Solicitor’'s memorandum:

“The evidence shows further that this treatment was not discovered by
Verlie Gatlin and was never used in good faith by her. The whole enter-
prise is one of Biel’'s conception, Verlie Gatlin, who is now Mrs. Virgil E.
Truitt, having no other connection with the company than to lend her
maiden name to its promotion and to permit Biel to use her photographs
in the exploitation of this treatment, under a contract which was entered
into by her and Biel, after she had responded to an advertisement for a
woman to pose for pictures to be used in advertising. Under this contract
she was to be paid $25 for the use of her photographs and 2 per cent. of
the net profits of the business.

“The photographs used in the advertising matter of the company were
so taken as to make it appear as though Mrs. Truitt were quite homely
before using the treatment and beautiful thereafter, when in fact her
appearance was the same when she posed for each photograph. The intent
with which this scheme was devised is indicated by the fact that Mr. Biel
had Mrs. Truitt use this treatment one night in order that she might
truthfully say that it had been used by her.”

The Solicitor’s report closes as follows:

“On Oct. 14, 1914, Biel was indicted by the Federal Grand Jury at Den-
ver, Colo., on the charge of using the mails in the furtherance of a scheme
to defraud in connection with this business, and is now held under bond
awaiting trial. The postmaster at Denver reports that this concern
and party are receiving daily an average of forty letters. I find that
this 1s a scheme for obtaining money by means of false and fraudulent
pretenses, representations and promises, in violation of Sections 3929 and
4041 of the Revised Statutes as amended, and therefore recommend that a
fraud order be issued against Verlie Gatlin and Verlie Gatlin Company at
1775 Larimer Street, Denver, Colo.”

The fraud order was issued Jan. 2, 1915.—(From The Journal A. M. A.,
Sept. 18, 1915.)

Wrinkle Lotion.—This product, put on the market by Sarah Thompson,
Terre Haute, Ind., is, according to the bulletin, Medical Frauds, of the Indi-
ana State Board of Health, sold under the claim that it removes wrinkles.
The same authority declares that it contains the following:

7 LT 7 per cent,
GlyCerin ...viiiiinit ittt 29 per cent.
W BT ottt e i ittt ettt it e 64 per cent,
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The Indiana chemists further state that the stuff sells at 50 cents and the
cost of the ingredients is 3 cents.—(From The Journal A. M. A., Nov. 27, 1915.)

Zintone.—This is another of the Cooper Pharmacal Company’s nostrums
that has been advertised as one of several “Remarkable Formulas Revealed
by Valeska Surratt.” Some of the claims that have been made for Zintone are:

“Produces faultless compfcxion quickly.”

“It gives the skin a superb pinky whiteness, removes all muddineds and spots in a very
short time.”

“In a few weeks your complexion wil! be almost pcrfect with a bloom and freshness that is
adorable.”

This marvel has been reported on by the state chemists of Indiana, Kansas,
Michigan and Connecticut. According to the latter, Zintone is a grayish white
powder perfumed with vanillin and having the following composition :

Borax ... e i e e, 23 per cent. ¢
Stearicacid and s0ap . .....viii ittt i 77 per cent,

—(From The Journal A. M. A., Nov. 27, 1915.)

II. PREPARATIONS FOR THE HAIR

Adora Hair Dressing.—According to the Bullctin of the Kansas State Board
of Health for August, 1914: “The principal ingredient . . . was found to
be wood alcohol, a dangerous poison. Wood alcohol is known to have caused
blindness. The sale in Kansas of preparations containing wood alcohol is
prohibited.”

A. D. S. Hair Reviver.—The Rcport of the Connecticut Agricultural Experi-
ment Station for 1914 states that this preparation is strongly alcoholic (27 per
cent.) with a very small amount of solids, most of which is glycerin. Quinin,
pilocarpin and a salicylate were found in extremely sma’l amounts and can-
tharidin may also have been present in small quantity.

Allen’s (Mrs.) Vita Hair Color Restorer—Analyzed in the McClure-
Westfield Lahboratories and reported by Prof. L. B. Allyn to be a dilute
ammoniacal solution of silver nitrate.

Allen’s (Mrs. S. A.) World’s Hair Color Restorer.—According to the Report
of the Connccticut Agricultural Experiment Station for 1914, this preparation
“is a glycerin-water solution of lead acetate with considerable free sulphur.”
The report adds: “The use of any preparation, even externally, containing
such a dangerous poison as lead acetate, must be deprecated.”

Am-0O-Tone.—This “dry shampoo,” according to the Report of the Con-
necticut Agricultural Experiment Station for 1915, cansists of “about 90 per
cent. crystalline borax, 7 per cent. talc and 3.5 per cent. starch.”

Barbo Compound.—This product, analyzed by the state chemists of Con-
necticut in 1915, was reported to have the following approximate hypothetical
composition, based on analytical data:

Lead acetate ... ..ottt 23 per cent.
Sulphur ... i i e 23 per cent.
Glauber’s salt .....coiviiiiiiii i 23 per cent.
Calcium chlorid ... o et i e i e 21 per cent.
Salt Lt e et e e 3 per cent.
Water and undetermined ................ ... ..., 7 per cent.

The Connecticut report on this preparation closes with the statement: “The
person who wishes to ruin his hair can hardly adopt a more certain means of
doing so than to use a preparation containing lead acetate.”
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Beta Canthol.—The Indiana State Board of Health in the fourth edition of
its pamphlet Medical Frauds has this to say about Beta Canthol: “A so-called
hair tonic manufactured by the F. W. Scharff Company, of Chicago, that
contains alcohol, resorcin, menthol, beta-naphthol and quinin. A bottle which
costs 75 cents contains about 7 cents worth of this mixture.”

Beta QuinolL—From the same source as that just quoted, we read regarding
“Beta Quinol”: “This preparation is sold by the Cooper Pharmacal Company,
of Chicago, with the same claims that are made by the F. W. Scharff Company
for their product Beta Canthol. They are practically identical in composition
and further comment is therefore unnecessary.”

It would not be surprising if Beta Canthol and Beta Quinol come out of the
same bottle, for the F. W. Scharff Company and the Cooper Pharmacal Com-
pany do business from the same offices.

Brovene.—The fourth edition of the pamphlet Medical Frauds, published by
the Indiana State Board of Health, has this to say about “Brovene”: “Under
this name, The Brovene Company of Detroit induces some people to pay
seventy-five cents for five cents worth of borax. The claims and composition of
this preparation are almost identical with those of Am-O-Tone.”

Brownatone.—This preparation, put out by the Kenton Pharmacal Company,
Covington, Ky., has been reported on by the State Chemists of Ohio, Indiana
and Connecticut. The Connecticut report, issued in 1916, declares that the
preparation is “a solution of iron and copper chlorids with pyrogallol, having
a strongly acid reaction.”

Canthrox.—This preparation is thus described by Dr. Harvey W. Wiley in
his book “1001 Tests,” revised edition: “Borax, soap and baking soda. A
mixture that would dry out the natural oils and probably be injurious if con-
tinually used. Price out of all proportion to cost. Composition seems to vary
from time to time.”

Capthol.—According to the Indiana State Board of Health in the fourth
edition of its pamphlet Medical Frauds “a seventy-five cent package contains
three cents worth of the following mixture: Borax 43 parts, corn meal 57
parts.”

Coconide.—This preparation, sold for shampooing purposes, is, according to
the Indiana State Board of Health—Medical Frauds, fourth edition—‘"a mix-
ture of 83 per cent. borax and 17 per cent. soap.”

Cranitonic Scalp Food, Hair Food.—This preparation, put out by the Kells
Co., Newburgh, N. Y., was analyzed by the Bureau of Chemistry at Washing-
ton. The federal chemists reported that the preparation contained 15 per cent.
alcohol, and was essentially a watery-alcoholic solution of boric acid and
glycerin colored and perfumed. The Kells Company was. charged under the
Food and Drugs Act with making false and fraudulent claims for the prepara-
tion by representing that Cranitonic was a cure for dandruff, would stop falling
hair, would prevent gray hair and baldness and would do various other things
which it could not do. The company was fined $50.—[Notice of Judgment No.
3762, issued July 13, 1915.]

Danderine.—This product, whose label declared the presence of 9 per cent.
alcohol, was a yellowish-brown liquid with the odor of oil of bay. According
to the Report of the Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station for 1914,
“it is a dilute alcohol-glycerin solution containing small amounts of boric acid,
salicylic acid, resorcin, capsicum and possibly cantharidin.”

Dander-Off—~The C. Hughel Co., Indianapolis, Ind, were charged with
shipping in interstate commerce a quantity of Dander-Off which was mis-
branded. The federal chemists reported that the preparation was an alkaline
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solution of borax and white arsenic colored with coal-tar dye. It was claimed
to be superior for all forms of dandruff and for all diseased and eczemic
affections of the scalp and to be effective for restoring lifeless hair to good
condition and causing the hair to grow more abundantly. These, and similar
claims, were declared by the government to be false and fraudulent and
applied knowingly and in reckless and wanton disregard of their truth or
falsity. The C. Hughel Co. was fined $50 and costs.—[Notice of Judgment
No. 4331; issued Aug. 8, 1916.]

Dandru-Cide.—According to the Indiana State Board of Health—Medical
Frauds, fourth edition—this product has been advertised as “The World's
famous dandruff destroyer.” According to the Indiana Board “it is entirely
sal-soda and a one dollar package contains three cents worth.”

Dorothy Vernon Shampoo.—The Indiana State Board of Health reports—
Medical Frauds, fourth edition-—that this product, put out by the Jennings Com-
pany of Grand Rapids, Mich., consists of 78 parts of soap and 22 parts borax.

. Eggol.—This, another preparation put out by F. W. Scharff Company,
Chicago, is reported by the Indiana State Board of Health—Medical Frauds,
fourth edition—to contain 43 parts soap, 36 parts borax and 21 parts salts of
tartar.

Fagret’'s Hair Tonic.—On Aug. 27, 1910, B. Lucien Brun, who did business
as the L. Fagret Company, Baltimore, shipped a consignment of Fagret’s Hair
Tonic to the District of Columbia. On April 1, 1912, the United States Attor-
ney for the District of Maryland filed information against Brun, alleging that
the shipment of the consignment of hair tonic was in violation of the Food and
Drugs Act. Some of the claims made on the label were:

‘‘Fagret’s Hair Tonic prevents baldness, makes the hair grow.”
“It not only keeps the hair from falling out but also from turning gray."
‘“Prepared only by Mme. 1.. Fagret Devouges, specialist, hair and scalp.”

The government chemists reported finding non-volatile matter, ash, glycerin,
flavors, etc, in one of the samples analyzed, as well as:

Alcohol (by volume) ...........c..0iiiiiinnnn.n $5.40 per cent.
Alkaloid (probably pilocarpin) .................. 0.05 per cent.
Castor oil ... ....iininiiiiii ittt 8.66 per cent,

The preparation was declared misbranded because the label failed to bear a
statement as to quantity of alcohol it contained. Brun was fined $5.—[Notice
of Judgment No. 1673; issued Sept. 27, 1912.]

Goldman’s (Mary T.) Gray Hair Color Restorer, No. 1.—This preparation,
according to the Report of the Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station for
1914 “is a weak ammoniacal solution of silver nitrate”” The preparation, of
course, does not “restore” the color of the hair but merely dyes it, due to the
silver nitrate (lunar caustic) present.

Graham’s Orcine.—According to the state chemists of North Dakota—
Special Bulletin, August, 1914—this preparation is put out by Graham Bros. &
Co., Chicago, and on analysis was found to contain soap and borax.

"Hairwand Powder.—This, according to the Report of the Connecticut Agri-
cultural Experiment Station for 1914, was found on analysis to consist of
“about 44 per cent. common salt, 47 per cent. crystallized borax. 4 per cent.
sodium salicylate and 5 per cent. of water and volatile matters, with small
amounts of resorcin and possibly capsicum.”

Hay's Hair Health. — Says the Report of the Connecticut Agricultural
Experiment Station for 1915: “This is simply one of the familiar glycerin-
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water solutions of lead acetate, with considerable free sulphur. The use of
any preparation, even externa'ly, containing such a dangerous poison as lead
acetate is unsafe.”

La Creole Hair Dressing.—We are told in an advertisement in the Roanoke
(Va.) World-News of Feb. 25, 1918, that “La Creole Hair Dressing Restores
Original Color to Your Gray Hair.” Further, we are asked to believe that this
preparation is “No Dye” and does its work because it “Revives Color Glands.”
To quote:

*“I.a Creole revives the natural color glands. In a short time you will be delighted to
<ec all your gray hair (and entire head of hair) turn to the natural lustrous dark color your

hair used to be. Not even a trace of gray will show—but all your hair will be an evenly dark
shade.”

. get the original Hair Color Restorer—La Creole.”

While in the newspaper advertisements “La Creole” is still a “hair
restorer,” on the trade package it is a “hair dressing.” It used to be a “hair
restorer” on the trade package but the manufacturers now blandly announce
that “to comply with the Food and Drugs Act the name was changed from
‘restorer’ to ‘dressing’ . . .” Lying on the trade package is, since the Food
and Drugs Act went into effect, likely to prove expensive; lying in newspaper
_advertisements is still safe and, therefore, in keeping with the ethics of the
“patent medicine” business. La Creole was analyzed by the Louisiana chemists
who reported:

“This product consists of a perfumed solution containing lead acetate,
sulphur and glycerin, alcohol and water. The action of the lead acetate and
sulphur forms a lead sulphid compound which is dark brown thus giving hair a
dark brown color.”

From this it will be seen that La Creole, in addition to being advertised
under lying claims, is one of those dangerous lead-containing mixtures whose
use may give rise to symptoms of poisoning.—(From the Journal A. M. A.,
April 6, 1918.)

Exelento Quinine Pomade.—This preparation, which seems to be heavily
advertised in the South, bids apparently for the colored trade. A typical
advertisement consists of a picture of a negress with long wavy hair accom-
panied by the claim:

*Kinky hair made to grow long, soft and silky by using Exelento Quinine Pomade.”

Other claims, made, of course, in newspapers and not in the trade package—
for the latter would subject the manufacturers to prosecution under the Food
and Drugs Act—are:

*Dou’t be fooled by using some fake preparation which claims to straighten your hair.
Kinky hair cannot be made straight; you are just fooling yourself by using it. You have
to have hair before you can straighten it. Now this Exelento Quinine Pomade is a hair
ower. . . .”
s “Don’t let some fake Kink Remover fool you. You really can’'t straighten your hair
until it is nice and Jong. That’s what Exelento Quinine Pomade does, removes dandruff,
feeds the roots of the hair and makes it grow Jlong, soft and silky.”

This preposterous fake was analyzed by the Louisiana state chemists who
reported the following findings:

Petrolatum (““Vaseline’”) ..............c.ce0uvunn 91.84 per cent.
Liquid Paraffin with trace of Oil of Gaultheria.... 6.18 per cent.
S E0Y ) 0T 1.29 per cent.
Other substances, including trace of quinin........ 0.098 per cent.

It would seem from these findings that calling this stuff a “Quinine Pomade"”
constitutes a definite misbranding under the Food and Drugs Act. Aside from
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this fact, however, it is a sorry commentary on the business ethics of great
newspapers that they will accept the advertisement of so obvious a humbug.—
(From The Journal A. M. A., April 6, 1918.)

Instantaneous Hair Colorine.—This preparation was analyzed in the
McClure-Westfield Laboratories, and reported by Prof. L. B. Allyn to consist
essentially of an ammoniacal solution of copper, probably copper sulphate pre-
cipitated by ammonium carbonate, and a solution of pyrogallic acid.

Liquid Arvon.—This preparation is put out by the R. L. Watkins Co.,
Cleveland, Ohio, and is a perfumed, brown solution with a green fluorescence.
According to the Report of the Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station
for 1914, Liquid Arvon “is an extremely dilute alcohol-glycerin solution con-
taining salicylic acid, potassium carbonate and possibly resorcin.”

Lavona de Composée.—This preparation, put out by Tokalon, Inc., New
York, according to Dr. Harvey W. Wiley—*“1001 Tests,” revised edition—con-
sists essentially of alcohol, 25 per cent., salicylic acid, glycerin and some
saponin-like substance with a suggestion of oil of bay and water. Dr. Wiley
holds as unwarranted the claims that this preparation is “an unrivaled hair
tonic” and that it *“contains the most efficacious drug known for stimulating
the activity of the hair growing follicles as well as the pigment-forming cells.”

Lavox Shampoo Powder. — This preparation is thus described by Dr.
Harvey W. Wiley in his book “1001 Tests,” revised edition: *“Soap and borax.
Claims that it does not make the hair dry and brittle and should be used once
a week and does not destroy the oil of the scalp, obviously misleading.”

Mexican Hair Tonic and Nit Killer.—According to the label, this product
was “the best hair tonic” and would “keep the hair from falling and keep the
scalp free from dandruff.” A consignment shipped in October, 1910, by Leo A.
Hogg, trading as the Mexican Roach Food Co., Buffalo, was seized in transit.
When analyzed by the Bureau of Chemistry it was found to consist of soap,
borax, delphinine, alcohol (3.5 per cent.) and water. As the word “Mexican”
was misleading, since the product was not of Mexican origin or manufacture;
as the product contained delphinine, a poisonous substance, and therefore was
not “perfectly harmless” as claimed; as it also contained borax, a mineral sub-
stance and hence was not “purely vegetable” as claimed; and as the alcohol
content was incorrectly printed on the label, the nostrum was obviously mis-
branded. On May 12, 1914, the court imposed a fine of $10.—[Notice of Judg-
ment No. 3407 ; issued Jan, 11, 1915.]

Monte Christo Rum and Quinin.—The Monte Christo Cosmetic Company of
New York City, which was a trade style used by one Albert Edelstein, shipped
in interstate commerce a product labeled “Monte Christo Rum and Quinin for
the Hair.” The claims for the preparation were:

““Cools and invigorates the Scalp. Prevents the hair from falling out. Removes and
prevents dandruff, imparting to the hair a delightful perfume.”

A sample of the product was analyzed by the Bureau of Chemistry, and the
chemists reported the following results:

Ethyl alcohol ....iiiiiiieniiiiiieiennnnnnnnens 18.5 per cent.
Wood alcohol .........ciiiiiiiiiiriinennennnnn 42.0 per cent.
Quinin (grams per 100 c.c.) .....civeiiiiiiin,.. 0.28 per cent.

This preparation was declared adulterated in that its purity and strength
were inferior to the professed standard under which it was sold, in that wood
alcohol had been substituted for part of the rum. It was declared misbranded
because the label was false and misleading and likely to deceive the purchaser
into the belief that the product was composed of rum and quihin, when as a
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matter of fact it was composed of rum, quinin and wood alcohol. It was
further declared misbranded in that it bore a serial number that did not belong
to the Monte Christo Cosmetic Company; and in that the label failed to bear a
declaration of the quantity of alcohol the preparation contained. Albert Edel-
stein was fined $50.—[Notice of Judgment No. 2321; issued May 21, 1913.]

Nathalina.—This preparation was a hair dye put out by a Mexican concern
and came in two bottles. These were examined in the McClure-Westfield
Laboratories and reported to be (1) a solution of lead acetate, or sugar of
lead, in glycerin, and (2) a solution of a sulphid preparation, probably sodium
sulphid, with free sulphur and syrup of glucose, dextrine or some invert sugar.

Parisian Sage Compound.—This preparation, containing 12 per cent. alcohol,
is a lavender-perfumed, yellowish-brown liquid. According to the Report of
the Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station for 1914, it “appears to be an
alcoholic infusion of sage and small amounts of resorcin, capsicum, glycerin
and possibly cantharidin.”

Parker’s Hair Balsam.—Dr. Harvey W. Wiley in his book “1001 Tests” says
of this preparation, which is put out by the Hiscox Chemical Works: “A solu-
tion of lead acetate with suspended sulphur. The lead salt is poisonous.”

Phoenix Seminola Hair Restorer.—This product was shipped in January,
1911, by the Fitzpatrick Drug Co. of Helena, Ark. When analyzed by the
Bureau of Chemistry it was found to be a water-alcohol solution, containing
lead, sulphur, cinchona alkaloid and bay rum. As the alcohol content was
not declared on the label the product was declared misbranded. On March 14,
1912, the company pleaded guilty and was fined $50 and costs.—[Notice of
Judgment No. 2716, issued March 5, 1914.]

Plain Yellow Minyol.—This is put out by the Prescription Products Com-
pany of Dayton, Ohio. According to the Report of the Connecticut Agricul-
tural Experiment Station for 1914, it “is composed of 7725 per cent. common
salt, 2.23 per cent. fatty base and 15.47 per cent. water, with small amounts of
camphor oil, oil of rose and possibly menthol.”

Pyroxin.—This preparation, sold by the “prescription fake” method, is
exploited as an eyebrow and eyelash grower, for example:

“‘Plain Pyroxin applied to thin, straggly eyebrows with finger tips causes them to grow in
thick and beautiful.”

‘““Eyelashes will come in long and curly if Pyroxin is applied to the roots with forefinger
and thumb.”

This nostrum has been the subject of reports by the state chemists of North
Dakota, New Hampshire, Indiana, Ohio, Kansas and Michigan. These reports
agree in exposing Pyroxin as being essentially perfumed vaseline! According
to the Indiana State Board report, while this stuff sells for $1 a package, the
cost of the ingredients is 2 cents.—(From The Journal A. M. A., Nov. 27, 1915.)

Q-Ban Hair Color Restorer.—This preparation has been advertised (in
newspapers, which are not subject to the limitation prescribed by the federal
Food and Drugs Act) as “Not a dye.” It was a dye! It has been also advertised
(in newspapers) as “harmless.” It was not harmless! It has been further
claimed (in newspapers) that Q-Ban “will bring back the natural color of your
hair.” It would do nothing of the sort! One case of lead neuritis (nerve inflam-
mation) and two cases of dermatitis (inflammation of the skin) of the fore-
head, neck and face following the use of “Q-Ban,” have been reported to THE
Journat. The preparation has been analyzed by the state chemists of Connecticut
who summarized their findings as follows: “This is a perfumed, alcohol-
glycerin solution of 1.68 gm. per 100 c.c. of lead acetate, containing 3.08 gm. of
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free sulphur in suspension. It is simply one of the many familiar lead acetate-
sulphur preparations, and its use is by no means free from danger.” On April
16, 1917, the Commissioner of Health of the city of Cleveland, Ohio, notified
dealers in that city to discontinue the sale of “Q-Ban Hair Color Restorer” on
the grounds that the preparation was misbranded within the meaning of the
Cleveland laws “in that the claims made for this product are false and fraudu-
lent, and it is further prohibited because it contains the poison, lead acetate,
and its sale is therefore a menace to public health.”

Quintone.—This preparation, according to the Indiana State Board of
Health—Medical Frauds, fourth edition—consists of sodium thiosulphate 80 per
cent. and borax 20 per cent. Sodium thiosulphate is better known as the
“hypo” used by photographers. '

Quinzoin.—Baking soda, 37 per cent., quassia bark, 60 per cent. and a tracc
of quinin constitute the composition of this preparation according to the
Indiana State Board of Health—AMedical Frauds, fourth edition.

Scheffler’'s Instantaneous Colorine.—This is a two-solution hair dye, the
preparation coming in two 2-ounce bottles labeled respectively “1” and “2.”
Prof. Lewis B. Allyn reports that this product has been analyzed in the
McClure-Westfield Laboratories and that the chemists found that bottle No. 1
“consists almost entirely of a solution of pyrogallic acid” while bottle No. 2
contains “a solution of copper ammonium sulphate.”

Simplex Hair Coloring.—This hair dye has been examined in the McClure-
Westheld Laboratories and Prof. Lewis B. Allyn reports that the dollar
package consists of two 2-ounce bottles of liquid labeled “A” and “B,” respec-
tively. The liquid in bottle “A” according to these chemists, “consists prin-
cipally of paraphenylen diamin” while that in hottle “B” was hydrogen peroxid.
The dangerous character of paraphenylen diamin has long been known. A
number of cases of poisoning from the use of hair-dyes containing this drug.
are on record.

Swissco.—This is put on the market by the Swissco Hair Remedy Company
of Cincinnati, Ohio, and the label declares the presence of not over 14 per cent.
alcohol. According to Notice of Judgment No. 3585, issued May 14, 1915, the
federal authorities seized 80 cases, each containing 72 cartons of Swissco, and
charged the concern with misbranding their preparation. The claim had been
made that this preparation “stops falling hair, imparts color to gray or faded
hair; removes dandruff, relieves scalp diseases and promotes hair growth.”
These claims were declared to bhe false, fraudulent and misleading. A judg-
ment of condemnation and forfeiture was entered and the stuff was released on
hond. According to the state chemists of North Dakota—Special Bulletin,
July and August, 1915—this product is a “lead acetate and sulphur preparation
containing a little alcohol and glycerin.”

Therox.—According to the Report of the Connccticut Agricultural Experi-
ment Station for 1914, this preparation “consists essentially of 93 per- cent.
of borax and 7 per cent. of talc or a similar substance.”

Walnut Oil.—Henry A. Mayvor, who did business under the name, Mayor
Walnut Oil Co, Kansas City, Mo., shipped a consignment of so-called Walnut
Oil. Some of the claims made on the lalzel were :

‘“Hair color restorer.”

*Nature’s own remedy."”

*“Simplest and best on earth.”

**A strictly vegetable remedy.”

“The only hair dye on earth made from pure vegetables and oils.”
Tt will cause hair to become soft, bright and glossy as in youth.”

Google



COSMETIC NOSTRUMS 79

The government chemists reported that, in addition to nonvolatile matter
and ash, they found:

Ammoma.
Silver (calculated as silver nitrate).
Unidentified oil (not walnut oil).

The government declared the product misbranded because it was labeled
“a strictly vegetable remedy,” which it was not, and further because it was
labeled “walnut oil” when, in fact, it contained no walnut oil. The court ordered
the case dismissed on the payment of the costs.—[Notice of Judgment No. 1677 ;
issued Sept. 27, 1912.]

Walnutta Hair Stain.—According to the report of Prof. L. B. Allyn of the
McClure-Westfield Laboratories, analysis of this product showed it to consist
principally of pyrogallol, a compound of copper, with a small amount of iron.
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Wildroot Dandruff Remedy.—This preparation, put on the market by the
Wildroot Chemical Company, Buffalo, N. Y., is thus characterized by Dr.
Harvey W. Wiley in his book *“1001 Tests,” revised edition: *“Contains arsenic,
and some phenolic body, probably resorcin: perfumed and colored. The trace
of alkaloidal material present was too small for identification. Contains 40
per cent. of alcohol, as declared, and less than %, of 1 per cent. of non-volatile
matter. Claims that it is an herb compound and a positive remedy for eczema
and dandruff obviously untenable.”

Wyeth’s Sage and Sulphur Hair Remedy.—This nostrum was analyzed by the
federal chemists and found to contain sulphur, lead acetate, glycerin and cayenne
pepper. The government charged that this product was misbranded in that the
name ‘“Sage and Sulphur Hair Remedy” was false and misleading because it
indicated to the public that the preparation contained sage and sulphur, harmless
medicinal agents, as its principal and most active ingredients, when, as a matter
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Formula Laboratories of Dayton, Ohio, and Chicago. Various chemists have
analyzed this preparation and their reports agree in essentials. The following
are results reported by the state chemists of Connecticut:

Common salt, about ..........cciiiiinvencnnnns 22.44 per cent.
Borax, about ........ccc0ii0iiiiiiniaeiininanan 37.58 per cent.
Alum, about .....viiiiiiiiiiiiitieteitecenaans 39.35 per cent.
Tannin .....coiiiiiierenteesoenensacsasosansnas Small amount

Dr. Harvey W. Wiley, who has also analyzed the preparation, states in his
book “1001 Tests” that Calocide “might be very drawing and drying to the feet,
undesirably so under some conditions.”—(From The Journal A. M. A., Oct.
16, 1915.)

The Cunningham Depilatories.—Most of THE JoURNAL's readers remember
its exposure of an impudent mail-order fraud known as “Marjorie Hamilton’s
Obesity Cure.” This concern was operated by one Walter C, Cunningham.
Later, it seems, Cunningham turned his attention to another line of business.
He started a “mail-order school” for teaching the mail-order business. His
first series of advertisements stated:

“With $100 and an idea, I built a business that brought me $650,000 in eighteen months.”

Those who answered the advertisement received a series of follow-up letters
from Cunningham written in his most engaging style. Briefly, the offer was
this: Send $15 cash and promise to pay an additional $85 at the end of six
months, if “you are entirely satisfied with your profits.”” For this Cunningham
offers to “furnish you thousands of names of my customers from my books,” as
soon as he receives the initial $15. Presumably these names are those of
victims who have answered the advertisements of his previous mail-order
frauds. -

To show how “easy” the public is, Cunningham describes a case in which
a woman “started a mail-order business with a beauty cream costing her
5 cents a jar, which she is now selling for $5 a jar.” Says Cunningham, with
more eloquence than accuracy:

* ‘There is a Time and Tide in the Affairs of Men which taken at its Ebb Leads on to
Fortune.”

When selling the Marjorie Hamilton Obesity Cure Cunningham first asked
$15, but to those who were slow nibbling his bait, he would finally sell it for
$1. So in his mail-order school while he first asks $100, payable $15 cash and
$85 in six months’ time, you can get it at a marked reduction, if you wait
long enough. The third or fourth follow-up letter says:

“Send only $10 for everything complete and we will forget the balance. . . .”

And if you still hold off, he comes down a month later to $5.

“Now, if you can make up your mind that you really want to be independent for life
and get into the mail-order business in deep, determined, dead earnest, and accept my offer
uf a Complete Course of Twenty Money-Getting Plans for Swift and Sure Mail Order Suc-
cess, with all these wonderful plans, including absolutely free a full year's Advice, Ideas,
Suggestions and General Business and Advertising Assistance from me personally, I will ’
be willing to accept your remittance right now of Five Dollars for it all, and send you the
(umbined Mail Order Course and all the wonderful benefits that go with it.”

That cupidity and ignorance may be appealed to by the Cunningham adver-
tisements has recently been proved. A Chicago paper contained in its Sunday
issue three classified advertisements all worded alike bhut emanating from
different addresses. These advertisements read:

FREE TO LADIES—The greatest superfluous hair remover treatment known; positively
eradicates superfluous hair growths quickly. Liberal sample sent prepaid. Write quickly and
beautify your face immediately. Address............

Google



82 COSMETIC NOSTRUMS

The three addresses to which the readers were directed to write were:
Mrs. Arthur Everett, Providence, Rhode Island

D. W. McNeal, Chicago, Illinois.

The Home Supply Company, Kokomo, Indiana.

Those who answered these advertisements received letters in imitation type-
writing all worded alike except that the name of the product was different.
Mrs. Everett, for instance, referred to her stuff as “Everett’s Hair Foe”; D. W.
McNeal had christened it “McNeal’s Velvet Skin Depilatory”; while the Home
Supply Company referred to it as “Our Velvet Skin Depilatory.” One other
minor difference was found in the letters. The Home Supply Company offers
the stuff for $2.50, McNeal wanted $3, while Mrs. Everett requires $5.

In each case, samples were received—and the samples were all alike. The
depilatory is a pale yellow powder having an odor of hydrogen sulphid. The
instructions are to make a paste of the powder with a small amount of water
and apply the paste to the hair that is to be removed. The powder was
examined in the Association’s laboratory and found to consist of barium
sulphid and starch. Commercial barium sulphid is an inexpensive product
and one wonders whether Mr. Cunningham had this particular fake in mind
when he wrote the following, which appears in the hooklet, “How to Achieve
Mail-Order Success,” sent to those who answer his advertisements:

““Let us suppose for instance just as an illustration, that when you get my Mail Order
Course you decide to offer a certain preparation desired by millions of women. . . . Now,
for example, we will assume you have selected the preparation I speak of. My Course
will show you how and where to buy two pounds of this delightful preparation for about
twenty-five cents. That will give you two pounds of the material ready for use. It takes
two ounces of the preparation to make a complete outfit, or a complete treatment, which
would last the customer one month. That two ounces you would sell for $5.00 (that is about
the price that these special articles are sold for by mail)."”—(From The Journal A. M. A.,
April 19, 1913.)

Depilagiene.—This product, whose full title is “Franco-American Hygienic
Depilagiene,” is one of a large number of toilet preparations put on the market
by the Franco-American Company of Chicago. In a booklet issued by the Franco-
American Hygienic Company, we read that “Depilagiene is an objectionable hair
remover,” which seems to be the concern’s way of saying that it is a remover
of objectionable hair. An original bottle of Depilagiene was submitted to the
Association’s laboratory for examination. The report of analysis follows:

“The bottle of Depilagiene contained 18.5 grams of a pink powder having
an odor resembling that of oil of citronella. Qualitative tests showed the
presence of barium, sulphur, sulphid, sulphate, and small amounts of alumi-
num and calcium; aromatic oils and a red dye were also present. Essen-
tially, the product is a mixture of barium sulphate, barium sulphid, sulphur
and starch. Quantitative investigation of the active ingredient, barium
sulphid, was made, and disclosed the presence of 22.6 per cent. of this drug.
As commercial barium sulphid contains only about 50 per cent. of the pure
chemical, Depilagiene probably contains approximately 45 per cent. of the
commercial drug.”

It will thus be seen that Depilagiene has no claim to originality, as practically
all the chemical “hair removers” are composed of some form of sulphid.
Naturally, the preparation is likely to cause more or less irritation of the skin,
the amount depending to some extent on the way in which it is used, and to an
even greater extent on the tolerance of the individual skin. Like all chemical
depilatories, the use of Depilagiene must make the hair coarse.—(From The
Journal A. M. A., March 8, 1919.)

Delatone.—The depilatory is a gray powder of unpleasant odor. According
to the Report of the Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station for 1914, it
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“is a mixture of about 19.35 per cent. barium sulphid, 1.63 per cent. barium
sulphate, 66.29 per cent. starch, 7.85 per cent. water and volatile matter, with
4.88 per cent. undetermined matter.”

Delol.—This depilatory, according to the Indiana State Board of Health—
Medical Frauds, fourth edition—contains:

Barium sulphate .............. 14 per cent. Calcium carbonate ............ 3 per cent.
Barium sulphid ............... 14 per cent. Zincoxid ............. . 0iuln 17 per cent,
Sulphur ......... ..., 4 percent. Starch ..............00inn.n. 48 per cent.

De Miracle Hair Remover.—In his book “1001 Tests,” revised edition, Dr.
Harvey W. Wiley has this to say about De Miracle: “An aqueous solution of
sodium sulphid containing sulphur with a trace of sodium sulphite and per-
fumed with bay rum. Very extravagant claims are made for this simple prepar-
tion, which' merely removes the hair superficially.”

El Rado.— This depilatory, according to the Indiana State Board of Health—
Medical Frauds, fourth edition—is composed of sodium sulphid, 5 per cent.:
glycerin, 10 per cent., and water, 85 per cent,

Fluvol Powder.—This “hair remover” has been analyzed by the state chemists
of Connecticut and, according to the Report of the Connecticut Agricultural
Experiment Station, 1914, the following composition is indicated: Barium
sulphid, 14.69; barium sulphate, 13.91; starch, 24.05; water and volatile matter,
3.17, and talc, by difference, 44.18.

Hudson’s Hindoo Hair Destroyer.—Mrs. Frederica Hudson’s Hindoo Hair
Destroyer was analyzed by the McClure-Westfield Laboratories and reported by

Prof. L. B. Allyn to be essentially a paste made from starch, sodium sulphid
and aromatics.

Modene.—The Indiana State Board of Health—Medical Frauds, fourth edi-
tion—gives to this depilatory the following composition : Calcium sulphid, 9 per
cent.; magnesia, 20 per cent., and talc, 65 per cent.

Mum. — This preparation, put out by the Mum Manufacturing Company,
Philadelphia, was analyzed by the Connecticut chemists in 1914, who reported
that it was essentially zinc oxid, 14.3 per cent. and benzoic acid (possibly
derived from benzoin), 3.3 per cent. and a fatty base. Dr. Harvey W. Wiley
in his book, “1001 Tests,” says of it: “A harmless deodorant consisting of
fat with benzoic acid and zinc oxid. No special claims made. Efficacious in
some cases.” '

Non-Spi.—This preparation is put on the market by the Non-Spi Company
(“successors to the R. L. Co.”) Kansas City, Mo. It is sold as a preventive
of perspiration in the arm pits. It was analyzed by the chemists of New
Hampshire who reported, in the Quarterly Bulletin of the State Board of
Health, July-October, 1916, that it ‘“‘consists of a solution of alum, with some
iron in dilute hydrochloric acid.” The report further adds: “The statement
‘perfectly harmless,” not justified.”

0-Do-Cure.—This deodorant, made by the O-Do-Cure Toilet Company of
Chicago, was examined in the Association’s laboratory in 1916. The chemists
reported that a solution essentially similar could be compounded as follows:

Salicylic acid ....vviiiiriit ittt i it i 1 grain
Boric acid .. ivit i i et 30 grains
Alcohol .. i i i et 3 fluidrams
Perfume ... . i i e et ee e sufficient
Water ... e, to make 1 fluidounce

Odor-0-n0.—This is sold as the “anti-dress-shield toilet water.” Some of the
older claims made for this product were:
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“A third sealed bottle was purchased Nov. 15, 1913, directly from the manu-
facturers. Aluminum chlorid was found to be present as the essential con-
stituent in this specimen also, and a trace of sulphate was found. For practical
purposes ‘Odor-o-no’ may be looked on as a 33 per cent. solution of aluminum
chlorid (hydrous).”

Since this analysis was made the formula of the product seems to have been
somewhat modified. The claims, too, are considerably less exaggerated.

Perspi-No.—The Indiana State Board of Health—Medical Frauds, fourth
edition—states that Perspi-No is a simple mixture of the following:
Calcium carbonate ............ 10 per cent. Salicylic acid «.occvviieensnneess 22 per cent.
Boric acid ........cce0ivenenns 20 per cent. Talc ....civeevenreirnrenannnnnn 42 per cent.
Perspiro.—A physician wrote to THE JourNAL: “A medical friend wrote
a prescription for one of his patients for excessive sweating of the feet, the
formula being that of the well-known Thiersche’s powder:

gm.
B Salicylic acid .....oviiviiinrinneonnnnnns 1 or gr. XV
Boricacid +oovvevieriiinniinnenecnnens 10 3iiss

“The patient discovered he had a ‘good thing’ and has placed it on the
market under the euphonious name of ‘Perspiro.”’ He sells with the powder
twelve 1l-grain tablets of permanganate of potash with instructions to soak
the feet each night in hot water in which is dissolved one of the permanganate
tablets. The salicylic acid in the powder attacks the socks so that they are
soon full of holes.”—(From The Journal A. M. A., Dec. 26, 1908.)

Sulfo-Solution.—The Report of the Dairy and Food Commissioner of
Michigan for 1914 states that this depilatory consists of sodium sulphid, 2.5 per
cent.; water 97.5 per cent. '

X-Bazin.—This depilatory has been analyzed in the McClure-Westfield
Laboratories and Prof. Lewis B. Allyn reports that the sample examined
“showed 23.54 per cent. of sulfid of arsenic (As;S:).” Mr. Allyn says that, in
exploiting this product, nothing is said concerning its poisonous nature.
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A. D. S. Cod Liver Oil Comp.—This was one of the preparations put out by
the American Druggists’ Syndicate, a cooperative concern to which druggists
helong who wish to share in the profits of the manufacture as well as of the
sale of “patent medicines.” The preparation, which admittedly contained 17
per cent. alcohol, was marketed under such claims as:

“A Sovereign Remedy in Pulmonary Tuberculosis or Consumption of the Lungs.”

“The Great Curative Value of this Preparation has been demonstrated by the Most
Eminent Physicians, who regard it as a powerful strength builder, that gives the system
force to resist the Invasion of Bacilli.”

These statements the federal officials charged were false and misleading
because “the said article and drug was not a sovereign remedy in pulmonary
tuberculosis or consumption of the lungs, was not a powerful strength builder,
and possessed no properties such as would give the system force to resist the
invasion of bacilli.” The government officials also charged that the statement
that the product was a “Preparation of the Active Principles of Pure Nor-
wegian Cod Liver Oil” was false and misleading because the preparation *did
not contain cod liver oil in any appreciable or measurable quantity, and did
not possess the active principles of cod liver oil.” The company first pleaded
not guilty but later changed its plea to guilty. The penalty assessed by the
court against this wealthy corporation for selling an alcoholic nostrum under
the representation that it was a “sovereign remedy” for consumption was $5.—
[Notice of Judgment No. 4033, issued Feb. 4, 1916.]

Baker's Tubercular Remedy.—Edward D. Morgan, who had been treasurer
and general manager of the W. H. Baker Co. of Cleveland, Ohio, was charged
with misbranding a product called “Dr. W. H. Baker’s Tubercular Remedy.”
The stuff contained 11 per cent. alcohol by volume, sugars, potassium iodid,
ammonium chlorid, glycerin, licorice, plant extractives, etc. The claim that
the product was a remedy and cure for tuberculosis was declared false and
fraudulent, and Morgan was fined $25 and costs.—[Notice of Judgment No.
4998 ; issued Jan. 30, 1918.]

Dr. Bell's Pine Tar Honey.—Sold by E. E. Sutherland Medicine Co., Phila-
delphia. Analysis showed it to be an alcohol-water solution, containing
ammonia, glycerin, pine tar, sassafras, red pepper, reducing sugars, a laxative
drug and alkaloids. Falsely and fraudulently advertised. Fine, $100.—[Notice
of Judgment No. 5271; issued Feb. 23, 1918.]

The-Best Cough Remedy.—Davies, Rose & Co. (Ltd.), Boston, sold a mix-
ture under the name “The-Best Cough Remedy” which the government
chemists reported was a syrup, smelling and tasting of spearmint, and contain-
ing alcohol, chloroform and morphin. The claims made for it were such as to
create in the minds of the purchasers the belief that the stuff was an effective
remedy for incipient consumption, asthma, influenza, as well as being effective
for the relief of consumptive patients in advanced stages of the disease. These
claims the government charged were false and fraudulent. The company was
fined $50.—[Notice of Judgment No. 4381, issued Sept. 12, 1916.]

Ballard’s Horehound Syrup Compound.—This nostrum was put on the
market by James F. Ballard, St. Louis, Mo. The trade package contained,
among numerous claims, the following:

“For Consumption, Coughs and Colds.”

“For Coughs. . . . Asthma, Dry Hacking Cough, . . . Irritation of Throat. Sore.
ness of Chest, Croup, Spitting of Blood, Influenza, LLung Fever, Whooping Cough &c.”
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These claims the federal authorities declared were “false and fraudulent”
and applied “knowingly and in reckless and wanton disregard” of their truth
or falsity. Ballard was fined $10 and costs.—[Notice of Judgment No. 3971,
issued Oct. 21, 1915.]

Ballard’s Wonderful Golden Oil.—lsaac A. Ballard, trading as the Ballard
Golden Oil Co., Oldtown, Maine, shipped a quantity of this product in March,
1913. It was exploited for a variety of disorders, including “Coughs, Colds,
Croup, Asthma . . . Diphtheria, Pneumonia, Bronchitis, Colic, Catarrh, Salt
Rheum, Cholera Morbus, Rheumatism, Sciatica . . . Neuralgia, Old Sores,
Erysipelas, Bruises, Whooping Cough and all Throat and Lung Diseases.”
The Bureau of Chemistry analyzed “this great remedy for mankind” and found
it to consist almost entirely of linseed oil (over 96 per cent.) with small
amounts of oil of peppermint and methyl salicylate. The curative claims were
declared false and fraudulent. The defendant entered a plea of nolo contendere
and the court, on July 3, 1915, imposed a fine of $10.—[Notice of Judgment
No. 4124, issucd April 19, 1916.]

Barker's Remedy for Catarrh, Coughs, Colds and Rheumatism.—Henry W.
Barker, who traded as the H. W. Barker Medical Co., Sparta, Wis., manufac-
tured “H. W. Barker’s Remedy for Catarrh, Coughs, Colds and Rheumatism.”
This nostrum was sold under claims that would lead the public to believe
that it was effective as a remedy for, and for the prevention of, “catarrh,” la
grippe, hay fever, croup, whooping cough, tonsillitis and all catarrhal affections
of the throat, lungs, stomach and mucous membrane and that it would also
prevent consumption and diseases of the lungs. The federal chemists reported
that the product was essentially sugar and water with a small amount of
cubebs, potassium iodid and creosote, having a wintergreen flavor and being
colored pink. The claims made for this mixture were declared to be false and
fraudulent and applied recklessly and wantonly. Barker was fined $100.—
[Notice of Judgment No. 4401, issued Oct. 16, 1916.]

Barnes’ Croup Grease.—Lard, turpentine and camphor were found to be the
constituents of this nostrum when the Bureau of Chemistry analyzed a speci-
men from a consignment shipped in March, 1913, As the product was not a
“cure” for membranous croup and for colds, nor a preventive and remedy for
pneumonia and diphtheria. as claimed, it was declated to be misbranded, and
the court, on Nov. 8, 1915, imposed a fine of $1 and costs on the National
Chemical Co.. Caney, Kansas, which had shipped the stuff—[Notice of Judg-
mend No. 4853, issued Sept. 25, 1917.]

Brown’'s Acacian Balsam.—The Kells Co., Newburgh, N. Y., sold a prepara.
tion called “Dr. O. Phelps Brown's Acacian Balsam.” Government chemists
reported that this product contained 11 per cent. of alcohol and over 16 grams
of acacia to each 100 c.c. In addition, nitrate, licorice, meconic acid, tartrates,
reducing sugar and sodium and potassium compounds were found present. It
was sold under the claim that it was a remedy for consumption, asthma, all
diseases of the lungs, diphtheria and heart complaints. These claims were
declared recklessly and wantonly false and fraudulent. The company was fined
$50.—[Notice of Judgment No. 4444, issued Oct. 16, 1916.)

Dr. Bosanko’s Cough and Lung Syrup.—Still another “new remedy for the
positive cure of consumption, coughs, colds, etc.” As long ago as 1908 the
Kansas State Board of Health showed this remedy to be misbranded, describing
it as “a saccharin solution of expectorant drugs with tar and chloroform.” In
1911 it was analyzed by the chemists of the North Dakota Agricultural Experi-
ment Station, who reported that it “appears to be made from an inferior grade
of honey, syrup of tar, chloroform, alcohol and morphin.” The analyst noted
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that practically all the morphin was found not in the solution but in the sedi-
ment which was deposited on the sides and bottom of the bottle; yet the mixture
was put up without a “shake” label! He concludes, “The dead fly found in the
liquid could scarcely merit the ‘hearty approval of all physicians and medical
experts’ which is claimed in the circular accompanying this remedy.”—(From
The Journal A. M. A., Aug. 23, 1913.)

Brown’s New Consumption Remedy.—Shipped in March, 1916, by David H.
Brown, trading as the Magnolia Remedy Co., St. Augustine, Fla. Analysis
showed the product to be a dark brown emulsion, containing essentially creosote,
phosphoric acid, sodium phosphate, Epsom salt, glucose, sugar and a trace of
an alkaloid. Falsely and fraudulently represented as a remedy for consumption,
pneumonia, la grippe, etc. Fine, $50 and costs.—[Notice of Judgment No. 6143
tssued Aug. 3, 1918.]

Black’s Pulmonic Syrup.—W. F. Black and W. H. Martin, who did business
under the name Black Distributing Agency, Nashville, Tenn., put on the market
“Black’s Pulmonic Syrup” which was alleged to contain 20 per cent. alcohol
and to be “Compounded by W. F. Black, M.D., Birmingham, Alabama.” Tt
was sold as “The New Remedy for Tuberculosis and Bronchitis.” Government
chemists reported that it was a water-alcohol solution of ichthyol, glycerin and
sugar. Government officials declared, naturally, that the claim that this stuff
was an effective remedy for tuberculosis was false and fraudulent and applied
knowingly, recklessly and wantonly. Black was fined $200; Martin, $100, and
the costs assessed on both.—[Notice of Judgment No. 4357, issued Sept. 12,
1916.]

Classe’s Cough Syrup.—This preparation was sold by William P. Diggs of
St. Louis, who did business under the trade name W. P. Diggs & Co. The
stuff, which had an odor of tar, contained about 60 per cent. of sugar, 7 per
cent. alcohol, 3 per cent. glycerin with tolu and wild cherry present. The
claims that it was an effective and beneficial remedy in consumption, asthma,
whooping cough, croup and all inflammation of” the lungs were declared wan-
tonly and recklessly false and fraudulent. Diggs was fined $10 and costs.—
[Notice of Judgment No. 4489, issued Nov. 13, 1916.]

Coe’s Cough Balsam.—The C. G. Clark Co. of New Haven, Conn., shipped a
quantity of this nostrum in interstate commerce. The product was labeled:

“For Croup, Whooping Cough, Quinsy, Asthma . . . Catarrh and Consumption.”

When analyzed by the Bureau of Chemistry the stuff was found to contain,
among other ingredients, 8.7 per cent. of alcohol by volume, 31.2 per cent.
sucrose, together with small amounts of opium, ipecac and licorice. The court
held the stuff was misbranded in that unwarranted claims had been made and
the full percentage of opium had not been declared, as required by law. As no
defense was offered by the manufacturers the court ordered the product
destroyed.—[Notice of Judgment No. 3815; issued Aug. 5, 1915.]

Congreve's Elixir for Consumption. — This nostrum was analyzed by the
chemists of the British Medical Association, who reported the presence of over
28 per cent of alcohol by volume with only 2.6 per cent. of total solids, of which
about 1 per cent. was sugar and 0.5 per cent. resinous constituents, with a little
tannin, coloring matter and extractives.—(Aodified from The Journal A. M. A.,
Jan. 17, 1920.)

Cusach’s Palatable Extract of Cod Liver Oil.—The Henry S. Wampole Co.
of Baltimore put out this product, the full name of whick was “Cusach’s Pala-
table Preparation of the Extract of Cod Liver Oil with Wila Cherry, Malt and
Hypophosphites.” A consignment shipped in December, 1912, was seized in
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Eckman concern that Congress had no right to “prevent persons from making
statements or claims concerning the virtue of drugs, whether modest or extrav-
agant” the Supreme Court said:

“We find no ground for saying that Congress may not condemn interstatc
transportation of swindling preparations designed to cheat credulous sufferers
and make such preparations, accompanied by false and fraudulent statements,
il.lilc(it with respect to interstate commerce, as well as, for example, lottery
tickets.”

So much for the “Alterative.”” “Calcerbs” are not frankly sold as a “cure
for consumption”; yet as an appeal to the consumptive “Calcerbs for weak
lungs” is, doubtless, just as alluring and just as potentially dangerous.

“If taken in time this calcium compound lessens the risk of chronic throat or lung
trouble.”

*“All the remedial and tonic qualities are combined in this calcium compound.”

The purchaser of Calcerbs learns, from the leaflet that accompanies thc
preparation, that it is for the treatment of “Coughs and Colds, Asthmatic,
Catarrhal and Pulmonary Troubles, Weak Lungs, and as a Tonic.” One
page of the leaflet consists of what purport to be “Some Interesting Comments
on Calcium (Lime) Treatment.” The “comments” are quotations from various
medical journals regarding the therapeutic value of calcium salts. Of coursc
no comments of an unfavorable character are quoted.

Because of the number of inquiries regarding Calcerbs the Association’s
laboratory was asked to analyze this product. The report follows:

LABORATORY REPORT

“Three original boxes of ‘Calcerbs’ were purchased on the open market by
the Chemical Laboratory. Within the box of tin, sealed by means of adhesive
tape, was a waxed-paper bag, containing forty white-coated tablets. The
weight of each tablet was 0.83 gm. (129 grains). Test indicated that the
tablets contained approximately 20 per cent. of calcium chlorid, the hygro-
scopicity of which explains the use of a tightly protected package in order to
exclude moisture. The tablets were also found to contain calcium carbonate.
an emodin-bearing (laxative) drug such as aloin, with sugar and a flavoring of
cloves. No iodids, alkaloids or heavy metals were found.”

It is not necessary to tell physicians that “Calcerbs” are just as impotent to
cure tuberculosis as is “Eckman’s Alterative.” As THE JourNAL has so many
times said, the fundamental viciousness of “consumption cures” lies not so
much in the valuelessness of their composition as in the fact that their adver-
tisement leads sufferers to abandon or ignore the hygienic and dietetic
measures which hold the only hope. That some physicians have recommended
calcium salts in pulmonary tuberculosis, based on the unproved supposition
that consumption is due to lime deficiency, is no excuse for a “patent medi-
cine” concern putting out calcium chlorid either in liquid or tablet form under
thinly veiled claims that will lead the public to infer that the preparations will
cure consumption.—(From the Journal A. M. A., Aug. 10, 1918.)

Emmons’ “Throat and Lung Healer,” and “Tissue Builder.”—A consignment
of these products was shipped in September, 1912, and another in February,
1913, by the Dr. Emmons Throat and Lung Healer Co., Richmond, Ind. The
former product was exploited as “The Medical Wonder of the Age .
heals all tissue damage . . . the Great Throat and Lung Remedy.” Anal-
ysis by the Bureau of Chemistry showed it to be a watery solution containing
over 62 per cent. of alcohol, with glycerin, carbolic acid and a small amount
of iodin.

The “Tissue Builder” was recommended “for any below-par, subnormal, or
rundown condition, as it gives one strength and good, sound, firm flesh L
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presence of a trace of balsam of fir. They were sold under the claim that they
were an effective remedy for relieving consumption and for stopping the
“raising of blood in consumption” and effective also as a remedy for all
affections of the throat and lungs, bronchitis, asthma, croup, whooping cough,
la grippe, etc. These therapeutic claims were declared false and fraudulent
and applied knowingly and wantonly. Furthermore, the fact that the name of
the product would indicate that the article contained an appreciable amount
of balsam of fir (which it did not) further constituted misbranding. Edgar S.
Fossett was fined $40.—[Notice of Judgment No. 4391, issued Sept. 12, 1916.]

Forrest's Juniper Tar.—This preparation was made and sold by the J. Har-
rison Whitehurst Co. (“J. H. Whitehurst, M. D. Pharm. D.”) which was a
trade name under which Anna Lavina Whitehurst did business in Baltimore.
The preparation admittedly contained 22 per cent. alcohol and the government
chemists found over 55 per cent. of petroleum and oil of tar. The product was
declared misbranded because it was claimed to be a safe, reliable and speedy
remedy for all kinds of throat and lung diseases, for arresting and curing
catarrh, influenza and consumption in its early stages as well as whooping
cough, inflammatory rheumatism and piles. It was also claimed to be a cure
for consumption and obstinate coughs. These claims were characterized by
government officials as false and fraudulent and applied knowingly, recklessly
and wantonly. Anna Lavina Whitehurst was fined $15.—[Notice of Judgment
No. 4417; issued Oct. 16, 1916.]

“Goff’s Cough Syrup” and “Goff's Herb Bitters.”—S. B. Goff & Sons Co. of
Camden, N. J.,, were charged with shipping in interstate commerce a quantity
of “Goff's Cough Syrup” and of “Goff’'s Herb Bitters,” hoth of which were
declared misbranded. The “Cough Syrup” was sold under the claim (made
on the trade package) that it would prevent fatal membranous croup, pneu-
monia and bronchitis; that it was a powerful restorative for the throat and
lungs and was a remedy for pneumonia, bronchitis, “spitting of blood,” whooping
cough, “weak lungs,” pleurisy and grippe. The federal chemists reported that
the stuff contained 8 per cent. alcohol, about 55 per cent. sugar, as well as
some vegetable extractives and traces of iron, iodids, antimony and alkaloids.
The government declared that the claims made for this preparation were
false and fraudulent and applied knowingly and in reckless and wanton disre-
gard of their truth or falsity. The “Herb Bitters” were sold under the claim
that “Typhoid Fever, La Grippe. Malaria and Appendicitis cannot possibly
exist in the system when Goff's Herb Bitters are taken regularly according to
directions.” The government chemists reported that the stuff was a water-
alcohol solution of aloes, sugar and alkaline carbonate flavored with pepper-
mint. The claims quoted above were declared false and fraudulent and applied
knowingly. The company pleaded guilty and was fined $25.—[Notice of Judg-
ment No. 4332; issued Aug. 8, 1916.] .

Gooch’s Mexican Syrup of Wild Cherry, Tar, Etc.—This preparation, which
contained morphin and alcohol, was manufactured by the Cincinnati Drug and
Chemical Company, Cincinnati, Ohio. The government chemists reported that,
in addition to the morphin and alcohol, there were 61.1 per cent. solids of
which more than 58 per cent. was sugar. Glycerin also was found as well as
methyl salicylate and benzaldehyd used as flavoring. Tar and cherry extract
were reported to be present in very small amounts. This mixture was sold as
a “cure” for consumption and a remedy for croup. whooping cough and spitting
of blood. The claims were declared false and fraudulent and applied know-
ingly, recklessly and wantonly. The company was fined $25 and costs.—
[Notice of Judgment No. 4425; issued Oct. 16, 1916.]
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Greene’s Syrup of Tar.—Lester H. Greene Co., Montpelier, Vt., manu-
factured and sold a cough syrup, “Greene’s Warranted Syrup of Tar.” The
Bureau of Chemistry reported that analysis showed the preparation to contain
alcohol, chloroform and heroin with tar and potassium salts present. It was
sold under the claim that it was an effective remedy for all throat and lung
affections, would break up la grippe and prevent pneumonia. These claims
were declared false and fraudulent and applied knowingly, recklessly and wan-
tonly. The company was fined $50.—[Notice of Judgment No. 4522; issued
Feb. 8, 1917.]

Hiatt’s Germicide.—The Hiatt Germicide Company of Richmond, Ind., was
a trade name under which James A. and Williams F. Hiatt did business. The
company sold “Dr. Hiatt's Germicide” under such claims as:

*‘Specific for Croup.”

*“Cures Smoker’s Sore Throat.”

“For Croup, Diphtheria, Quinsy, Sore Throat, Catarrh, Coughs, Colds.”
“For the prevention and cure of diphtheria.”

According to the Bureau of Chemistry, “the product was a syrup containing
sodium benzoate, phenol [carbolic acid] alcohol, a small amount of glycerin,
probably balsam tolu, and flavored with oil of wintergreen; it contained 6.1 per
cent. of alcohol.” James A. Hiatt and William F. Hiatt were charged with
making false and fraudulent therapeutic claims knowingly and in reckless
and wanton disregard of their truth or falsity. They were fined $100 and
costs.—[Notice of Judgment No. 4131; sssued April 19, 1915.]

Hill’'s Syrup of Tar, Cod-Liver Oil Extract and MenthoL.—Hollander-
Koshland Co. (Inc.) of Baltimore was the defendant in this case. The prepara-
tion was declared to be “essentially a sweetened hydro-alcoholic solution con-
taining small amounts of chloroform, menthol, morphin and tar; ipecac, tolu,
cannabis indica, and wild cherry were indicated; cod-liver oil was absent.”
It was declared misbranded because the name indicated that the preparation
contained syrup of tar, cod-liver oil and menthol, harmless medicinal agents,
as its principal and most active ingredients, when its real active ingredients
were chloroform, morphin sulphate, opium and cannabis indica. The claim
that it was a remedy for “All Diseases of the Throat and Lungs and Asthma”
was declared false and fraudulent. Defendant was fined $100.—[Notice of
Judgment No. 4171; issued April 21, 1915.]

Hil’s Honey and Tar Compound.— Shipped by Laurence E. Cash, who
traded as the New York Drug Concern, New York City. Analysis showed
the product to consist essentially of water, alcohol (7.9 per cent.), sugars (56
per cent), menthol, thymol, and a small amount of a substance similar to oil
of tar. Falsely and fraudulently advertised. Fine, $5.—[Notice of Judgment
No. 5701; issued May 9, 1918.]

Hilton’s Specific No. 3.—This product is said to be prepared by G. W.
Hilton, M.D., Lowell, Mass. Some of the nostrum was shipped in interstate com-
merce and the federal authorities charged that the preparation was misbranded
in violation of the Food and Drugs Act. Some of the claims made on the label
for this stuff were:

“Cures colds, the grippe, and absolutely prevents pneumonia.”

“Kills the cold. prevents pneumonia, grippe, bronchitis, and all ills that develop from
a cold.”

“In Boston where Hilton’s No. 3 is almost universally used, it has reduced the death
rate from pneumonia more than one-half since 1891.”

The stuff was analyzed by the government chemists and found to have *no
medicinal properties whatsoever.” No claimant appeared for the property
and the court entered judgment for condemnation and forfeiture and it was
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of Chemistry reported that analysis showed this product to be composed essen-
tially of terpin hydrate, menthol, benzoic acid, ammonium chlorid, sodium
bromid, glycerin, alcohol, sugar and water. It was falsely and fraudulently
represented as a treatment for laryngitis, asthma, whooping cough and tuber-
culosis. In February, 1919, the company pleaded guilty and was fined $100.—
[{Notice of Judgment No. 6642; issued March 22, 1920.]

“Japanese Wild Cherry Cough Syrup,” and “Japanese Herb Laxative Com-
pound.”—Shipped by Torata Tanaka, who traded as the Japanese Remedy Co.,
St. Louis. Analysis of the “Cough Syrup” showed it to consist essentially
of a water-alcohol solution of plant material and menthol, while that of the
“l.axative Compound” was found to he essentially a dilute water-alcohol solu-
tion of plant material bearing emodin. Both were falsely and fraudulently
advertised. Fine, $75 and costs.—[Notice of Judgment No. 5836, issued May
29, 1918.]

Lafayette Cough Syrup.—Shipped by Lafayette Co., Berlin, N. H. Analysis
showed 75 per cent, sugars, 7.34 per cent. alcohol, ipecac alkaloids, wild cherry,
and a trace of benzoic acid. Falsely and fraudulently advertised. Fine, $25
and costs.—[Notice of Judgment No. 5024; issued Jan. 28, 1918.]

Keller's Flaxseedine.—In January, 1913, Carr, Owens & Co., Baltimore,
shipped a consignment of this nostrum. When analyzed by the Bureau of
Chemistry it was found to be a mucilaginous syrup containing 4.6 per cent. of
alcohol, together with gum and plant extracts, the taste indicating the presence
of flaxseed, molasses and senna. As such a mixture was not an “effectual
remedy for . . . consumption and all throat and lung troubles” and as these
claims were, therefore, false and fraudulent, the court, on March 12, 1915,
declared the product misbranded and imposed a fine of $50.—[Notice of Judg-
ment No. 3775; issued July 13, 1915.]

Dr. King’s Throat and Lung Balsam.—This preparation, alleged to have
been prepared by the King Medicine Co., Chicago, Ill., was shipped by the
Ritchey Portrait Co. of Chicago to Georgia in violation of the Food and Drugs
Act. The stuff was declared misbranded because the claims that it would
relieve any ordinary cough or cold as well as any consumptive patient in the
last stages of the. diseases were false and fraudulent. No claimant appeared
for the property and the court ordered that it should be destroyed.—[Notice of
Judgment No. 4713; issued June 20, 1917.]

“Liveon, The 90 Day Consumption Cure” and “Liveon Lung Discs.”—
Shipped by George H. Center, Du Quoin, Ill. Analysis showed the “90 Day
Consumption Cure” to be a water solution containing sugar, plant material,
emodin, tar and acetic acid. The “Lung Discs” contained essentially emodin,
plant material, tar, starch and sugar. Both were falsely and fraudulently adver-
tised. Fine, $50 and costs.—[No#ice of Judgment No. 5937; issued May
23, 1918.]

Lung Germine.—Shipped by the Lung Germine Co., Jackson, Mich. Anal-
ysis showed the preparation to be a water-alcohol solution, containing free
sulphuric acid and iron sulphate. Falsely and fraudulently advertised.! Fine
$50.—[Notice of Judgment No. 5280; issued Feb. 23, 1918.]

1. Lung Germine, a fraudulent consumption cure, was exposed by the Propaganda depart-
ment of The Journal A. M. A. some years ago. The matter appears in the pamphlet, “Con-
sumption Cures,” published by the American Medical Association.
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nostrum factory and the man who was at that time proprietor of the concern.
one A. Frank Richardson. To quote from part of Mr. Adams’ article:

“The Slocum Consumption Cure proper consists of a gay-hued sub-
stance known as ‘Psychine.’ Psychine is about 16 per cent. alcohol, and has
a dash of strychnin to give the patient his money’s worth. Its alluring
color is derived from cochineal. It is ‘an infallible and unfailing remedy
for consumption.” Ozomulsion is also a sure cure, if the literature is to be
believed. To cure one's self twice of the same disease savors of reckless
extravagance, but as ‘a perfect and permanent cure will be the inevitable
consequence,” perhaps it's worth the money. It would not do to charge
Dr. T. A. Slocum with fraud, because he is, I suppose, as dead as Lydia E.
Pinkham; but Mr. A. Frank Richardson is very much alive, and I trust
it will be no surprise to him to see here stated that his Ozomulsion makes
claims that it cannot support, that his Psychine is considerably worse, that
his special cure offer is a bit of shameful quackery, and that his whole
Slocum Consumption Cure is a fake and a fraud so ludicrous that its con-
tinued existence is a brilliant commentary on human credulousness.”

The nostrum, “Psychine” which, previous to the passage of the Food and
Drugs Act, was labeled “An Infallible Remedy for Consumption” to be later
modified to “Wonderful Remedy for Consumption” and still later to be changed
to “Tonic Appetizer and Aid to Digestion” has, apparently, not occupied much
space in the public prints during the last few years. Ozomulsion, however, has.
apparently, been kept alive by advertising. In April, 1915, the United States
Attorney for the Southern District of New York, acting on a report by the
Secretary of Agriculture, filed two informations against the T. A. Slocum
Company, alleging that the concern had shipped two consignments of Ozomul-
sion from the state of New York into the state of Tennessee in violation of
the Food and Drugs Act. The product was declared misbranded in both
informations on the ground that the claims that the product would cure con-
sumption, epilepsy, etc., were “false and fraudulent.”

The product was declared misbranded further because of the claims made
that Ozomulsion would cure pneumonia and prevent the development of con-
sumption “when in truth and in fact, said article was not in whole or in part
composed of, and did not contain, ingredients or medicinal agents effective
for curing pneumonia or for preventing the development of consumption fol-
lowing pneumonia, or at any other time.”

The analysis made by the federal chemists was summed up in the statement
“sample appears to be an emulsion of cod liver oil and glycerin with the addi-
tion of phosphorous compounds of calcium and sodium.” The chemists also
call attention to the fact that their tests indicated that the cod liver oil used
in this emulsion “had not been ozonized.” This claim about “ozonizing” the
oil used in the nostrum has long been one of the talking points; in fact the
old trade-package declared that Ozomulsion was a combination of ozone, cod
liver oil and other ingredients “ozoNizep By ELECTRICITY (Slocum’s French
method) for the purpose of replacing by ozone the oxygen consumed by the
system in digesting cod liver oil.”

The T. A. Slocum Company pleaded guilty to the government’s charges
and was fined $80. This can hardly be considered an excessive punishment
for a concern engaged in the business of defrauding the sick in general and
consumptives in particular. The details of this case will be found in Notice of
Judgment No. 3979, issued Oct. 21, 1915.—(From The Jouwrnal A. M. A., Dec.
18, 1915.)
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made, only a few of which we have quoted, were declared by the federal
officials to have been applied to the articles “knowingly and in reckless and
wanton disregard of their truth or falsity.” This concern was fined $15—
[Notice of Judgment No. 3986; issued Oct. 21, 1915.]

Schenck’s Pulmonic Syrup.—A sample of this “seventy-year-old Standard
Remedy for Consumption, Coughs, Colds, Diseases of the Lungs and Respira-
tory Organs,” was analyzed by the chemists of the Connecticut Agricultural
Experiment Station, who reported: “This remarkable remedy for consumption
is essentially a wintergreen-flavored mixture of saccharin syrups, 964 per
cent. of the solids consisting of sugars. It is hard to believe that the virtue of
this material rests in the 2.7 per cent. of undetermined solids (possibly vinegar
of squills). It is recognized that a rich and nutritious diet is essential in the
treatment of consumption, and it is true that this substance, with nearly 73 per
cent. of sugar, is highly nutritious, and yet one can scarcely recommend
the purchase of such a preparation at the rate of $2.50 a quart, when molasses
is obtainable at from 50 to 60 cents a gallon.”—(From The Journal A. M. A.,
Aug. 23, 1913.)

S. B. Cough & Consumption Remedy.—Shipped by the Blumauer-Frank
Drug Co., Portland, Ore. Analysis showed alcohol, morphin sulphate, chloro-
form, tar and sugar. Falsely and fraudulently advertised. Fine, $100.—[Notice
of Judgment No. 5063; sssucd Jan. 28, 1918.]

Sa-Yo Mint Jujubes.—This product was manufactured by Wallace & Com-
pany of New York City. A number of cases having been shipped in interstate
commerce, the federal authorities filed a libel for their seizure and condemna-
tion, alleging that the stuff was misbranded under the Food and Drugs Act.
Some of the claims made on the trade packages were:

“An Unfailing Relief for Coughs & Throat Irritations.’
“Quickly removes attacks of indigestion.”

““‘Most cfficacious in all conditions requiring relief.”

“Sa-Yo Mint Jujubes cure coughs and throat irritations.”

The federal authorities declared that each and every one of the above
claims was false and fraudulent. No claimants appeared for the property
and the court ordered the United States marshal to destroy the product.—
[Notice of Judgment No. 3660, issued June 15, 1915.]

Shoop’s Twenty Minute Croup Remedy.—Dr. Shoop’s Twenty Minute Croup
Remedy was another of the galaxy of nostrums put out by the Dr. Shoop’s
Laboratories, Racine, Wis. The following claims appeared on the trade
package:

“Dr. Shoop’s Twenty Minute Croup Remedy Will usually check croup in Twenty

Minutes.”
“It will prevent Croup, if given where there is fever and symptoms of approaching

Croup.”

“Will usually check even desperate cases in 20 minutes.”

These and similar claims the federal authorities naturally charged were
false and fraudulent and applied knowingly and in wanton and reckless dis-
regard of their truth or falsity. The federal chemists who analyzed the stuff

_reported that the “product is a sirup containing glycarin and a small amount of
salicylic acid.” The defendant was fined $100.—[Notice of Judgment No. 3985 ;
issued Oct. 21, 1915.]

Smith’s (Dr. T. B.) Lung Tonic.—In December, 1912, the T. B. Smith Medi-
cine Co., Lexington, Ky., shipped a quantity of this product in interstate com-
merce. The Bureau of Chemistry, on analysis. found it to be a watery liquid
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containing sugar, oils of cinnamon, wintergreen and peppermint, and a small
amount of vegetable matter. As such a preparation was not “A valuable Rem-
edy for Consumption . . . Asthma, Croup . . . Pneumonia, and all acute
and chronic affections for throat and lungs” as claimed, it was declared mis-
branded and the court, on April 6, 1915, imposed a fine of $100.—[Notice of
Judgment No. 4105, issued April 19, 1916.]

“Sterline’s Asthma and Hay Fever Remedy” and “Sterline’s Bronchial
Elixir”—The National Chemical Co., Sidney, Ohio, was a trade name under
which Webster K. Sterline conducted the business of selling his “Asthma and
Hay Fever Remedy” and his “Bronchial Elixir.” The first product was
analyzed by the federal chemists who reported that it was
HAY FEVER a water-alcohol solution containing potassium and sodium

ol iodids, bromids and acetates, as well as some extractive
matter from some laxative plant drug. It was sold under
the claims that it would cure asthma and hay fever. These
claims the federal authorities declared false and fraudu-
lent and made knowingly, recklessly and wantonly.
“Sterline’s Bronchial Elixir” was reported by the gov-
ernment chemists to be a solution of morphin, potassium citrate and aromatics
in alcohol and water. The claims that it would cure bronchitis and was a
remedy for all affections of the mucous membrane were declared knowingly,
recklessly and wantonly false and fraudulent. Sterline was fined $75 and costs.
—{Notice of Judgment No. 4478 ; issued Nov. 13, 1916.]

Sykes’ Sure Cure for Catarrh.—Dr. Sykes’ Sure Cure Co., Chicago, IlI.,
sold the “Dr. Sykes Sure Cure for Catarrh.” According to the label, the stuff
was originated by Dr. C. R. Sykes, who “took a course of medical studies and
graduated as an M.D. in Bennett Medical College, Chicago, and the rest of
his life was spent in successfully treating catarrh.” The government chemists
reported the results of analyses of two samples, one shipped from Illinots to
California and the other from Illinois to New York. The samples varied but
contained essentially about 2 per cent. alcohol with potassium chlorate,
ammonium chlorid, and small amounts of hydrastin and methyl salicylate. The
claim that the stuff was a cure for consumption, catarrh and diabetes mellitus
was declared false and fraudulent. The company was fined $100 and costs.—
[Notice of Judgment No. 4459, issucd Nov. 13, 1916.]

Van Wert's Balsam for the Lungs.—Morphin, chloroform, ammonium chlorid
and alcohol were the medicinal ingredients found in this water-glucose prepara-
tion when a consignment shipped in December, 1912, was analyzed by the
Bureau of Chemistry. It was falsely and fraudulently claimed to be a cure for
asthma, whooping cough, consumption, etc. Further, the amounts of morphin
and chloroform present were not declared on the label as required by law.
On April 6, 1915, the court imposed a fine of $10 on Samuel Felt, trading as
the Van Wert Chemical Co., of Watertown, N. Y.—[Notice of Judgment No.
4104 ; issued April 19, 1916.]

Tuberculoids.—This product was made by the Columbus Pharmacal Co.,
Columbus, Ohio. It was sold under the claim that it was a cure for tubercu-
losis, asthma, bronchitis, pneumonia, chronic coughs and catarrh. These claims
the government declared were false and fraudulent and applied knowingly,
recklessly and wantonly. The company also claimed that Tuberculoids con-
sisted of a “recently discovered Anti-Tubercular chemical compound.” The
government declared this statement to be false and misleading because, as
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a matter of fact, Tuberculoids consisted of *‘Coated tablets, containing creosote
derivatives, cinnamic acid, bismuth, potassium, a small amount of organic
iodin, traces of sulphate and chlorid, carbonate and starch.” The company
was fined $20 and costs.—[Notice of Judgment No. 4361; issued Scpt. 12, 1916.]

Tu-Ber-Ku.—The Dr. A. W. Acker Chemical Co. of Selma, Ala., shipped in
interstate commerce 144 bottles of “Tu-Ber-Ku” which the government declared
were misbranded in violation of the Food and Drugs Act. The preparation
which admittedly contained 20 per cent. alcohol was sold under such claims as:

“*Tuberculosis Can Be Cured. Tu-Ber-Ku Triumphs.”

“It is a Blood Cleanser, a Lung Builder, a Flesh Maker, a Health Restorer and an
effective agency for fighting and curing Tuberculosis.”

“Has curcd Consumption, Catarrh, Lagrippe, Asthma and severe colds.”

f':l——-——"—\"‘=? These and similar claims were declared by the
oo o v government to be false, misleading and fraudulent.
Tit-Ber-Ku The Dr. Acker Chemical Company filed an answer
g, . to the libel claiming the product and the case was
™ s Mg w & brought before the court and a jury. After due
Tmace mane deliberation the jury returned a verdict sustaining
Conqueror of the the government’s charges. The court ordered the
“White Plague” fraudulent nostrum destroyed.—[Notice of Judg-
ment No. 4367; issued Sept. 12, 1916.]
@ Terraline.—The Hillside Chemical Co. of New-
burgh, N. Y., was charged with misbranding under
Gagrrh, the Food and Drugs Act for shipping in interstate
e commerce quantities of “Terraline Plain” and “Ter-
Asthma. raline with Heroin.” “Terraline Plain” was found
to be simply liquid petrolatum while “Terraline with
AmurACTORCO BY Heroin” was a similar drug carrying heroin in
- solution. “Terraline Plain” was declared mis-
Br. Ader Shrwinal Ga. branded because of the claims that it was easily
peema. aca digested and of value as nutriment and, indeed, was

preferable to cod liver oil when, in fact, it was not
digestible, was not preferable to cod liver oil and
contained no nutritive value whatever. Furthermore, the claims made for “Ter-
aline Plain” and “Terraline with Heroin” that they were effective remedies for
consumption, asthma, la grippe, croup and all diseases of the throat and lungs
were declared wantonly false and fraudulent. The Hillside Chemical Company
was fined $25.—[Notice of Judgment No. 4503, issued Feb. 8, 1917.]

Vegetable Pulmonary Balsam.—Cutler Bros. & Co., Boston, sold this prepara-
tion under the claim that it was a remedy for consumption and pulmonary
affections of every kind. Government chemists reported that the stuff was a
sugar syrup, flavored with spearmint and sassafras and containing alcohol and
opium. The therapeutic claims were declared false and fraudulent and made
knowingly, recklessly and wantonly. The firm was fined $100.—[Notice of Judg-
ment No. 4380; issued Sept. 12, 1916.]

Warner's White Wine of Tar Syrup.—The C. D. Warner Co. of Coldwater,
Mich., manufactured and sold “Dr. Warner's White Wine of Tar Syrup,” which
contained opium and alcohol. The government officials declared that the
preparation was misbranded, first, because the name was false and mislead-
ing in that it indicated that the stuff contained tar and a substantial amount
of wine when, as a matter of fact, it contained no tar whatever and but an
insignificant amount of wine. The government further declared that the claims
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that the preparation was an effective remedy for consumption and all diseases
and affections of the throat and lungs were false and fraudulent and made
knowingly, recklessly and wantonly. The company was fined $50.—[Notice of
Judgment No. 4422; issued Oct. 16, 1916.]

Wilson’s Preparation.—Herman L. Davis traded under the name “General
Agent for Wilson’s Remedy, New York,” and sold a product called “Wilson’s
Preparation.”' It was sold as an effective remedy for consumption, asthma and
all lung and throat maladies. Government chemists reported that Wilson’s
Preparation was a powder consisting largely of starch, acacia and sugar with
potassium acetate, calcium hypophosphite and quinin. The therapeutic claims
were, naturally, declared false and fraudulent and applied knowingly and in
reckless and wanton disregard of their truth or falsity. Davis was fined $25.—
[Notice of Judgment No. 4480, issued Now. 13, 1916.]

“White Pine Expectorant” and “White Pine Balsam.,”—These preparations
were shipped by the Allan-Pfeiffer Chemical Co., St. Louis, Mo., into the State of
Illinois in violation of the Food and Drugs Act. The federal chemists reported
that “White Pine Expectorant” and “White Pine Balsam” were each “essentially
a sirupy solution containing-a small amount of alkaloid (probably morphin),
chloroform, alcohol, benzoic acid, and a large amount of plant extractives
unidentified.” The preparations were declared misbranded because the names
indicated to the purchaser that each of the articles contained, as one of its
essential ingredients, extract or tar of white pine when, in fact, neither article
contained these substances. They were declared further misbranded because
the labels contained false and fraudulent therapeutic claims to the effect that the
products were effective remedies for consumption and all inflamed conditions
of the lungs. The company was fined $40 and costs.—[Notice of Judgment No.
4913; issued Oct. 17, 1917.]

White Beaver’s Cough Cream and Wonder Worker.—Shipped by the Spence-
McCord Drug Co., La Crosse, Wis. Analysis of the “Cough Cream” showed it
to contain morphin, chloroform, creosote, ammonium chlorid, and methyl salicyl-
ate. Analysis of the “Wonder Worker” showed it to contain over 74 per cent.
of alcohol, also chloroform, morphin, camphor, red pepper, oil of turpentine, and
ammonia. Both were falsely and fraudulently advertised. Fine, $300.—[Notice
of Judgment No. 5599, issued April 15, 1918.]

Zaegel's Essence and Lung Balsam.—Max R. Zaegel, Sheboygan, Wis., who
traded as M. R. Zaegel & Co., shipped in April, 1917, quantities of “Zaegel’s
Essence” and “Zaegel’s Lung Balsam.” The government chemists analyzed the
“Essence” and reported that it consisted essentially of alcohol, water, sugar and
plant extractives. including a laxative substance and a saponin. The “Lung
Balsam” was also analyzed and reported to consist essentially of alcohol, water,
sugar and laxative plant material flavored with oil of peppermint. The
“Essence” was falsely and fraudulently represented as a cure for rheumatism,
stomach, liver, bowel and kidney complaints, headaches, diseases of women,

1. This same fraud used to be sold as “The Wilson Consumption Cure” and purported
to be a wonderful prescription of the Rev. Edward A. Wilson. Postoffice authorities put the
Wilson Consumption Cure out of business by denying it the use of the mails. The matter
is dealt with in the pamphlet *“Consumption Cures,” published by the American Medical

Association.
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DEAFNESS CURES

The name of the deafness-cure quack is legion. Some carry an alleged
cure for deafness as a “side-line” for other medical fakes they may be exploit-
ing; some sell on the mail-order plan a worthless “course of treatment,” while
still others, and these probably are in the majority, dispose of, at exorbitant
prices, devices that are trivial, worthless, and often dangerous. Many of the
American deafness-cure quacks do an international business. Particularly do
they invade that verdant field for medical fakers, the British Isles. Some of the
most blatant of these have been exposed on the other side by Evan Yellon,
honorary director of the British and Foreign Deaf Association and editor of the
Albion Magaxne, a publication issued in the interests of the deaf. Mr. Yellon,
a journalist of the militant type, and a sufferer from deafnebs, appreciates the
viciousness of the victimization carried on by the deafness-cure quacks. While
a layman, Mr, Yellon expresses himself with no uncertainty regarding the dan-
gers of quackery. In his book “Surdus in Search of His Hearing,” which exposes
the vafious frauds that prey on the deaf across the water, Mr. Yellon says:

“There is the very world of distinction between the qualified specialist and the quack. In
one case you have a man . . . whose special education and training will have required
the sinking of a round sum in capital plus many years of life . . . On the other hand,
in the quack, we have in the majority of cases a man who docs not possess even a sound
general education, and who very often does not understand the elements of ordinary per-
sonal cleanliness. . . . He is a man moving in the dark, and thus making only blind
shots. . . . He is a man of mysterious methods and secret remedies, and his vogue
today is at once a significant token, and, as I have said, a menace to the community.”

These words, while directed against frauds operated in the British Isles, apply
with equal truth and equal force to those in our own country who sell deafness
“cures.”

ACTINA

In his series of articles on “The Great American Fraud” that appeared in
Collier's some years ago, Mr. Samuel Hopkins Adams devoted one chapter to
“The Specialist Humbug.” In it he thus described the subject of this article:

“Easily first among the mechanical fakes is Actina, made by the New
York and London Electric Association of Kansas City, which also manu-
factures ‘Magneto-Conservative Garments’ (supposed to cure anything from
indigestion to locomotor ataxia) and other bunco devices. Actina itself is
alleged to cure deafness and blindness, also catarrh, nervousness and a few
pathological odds and ends of that sort. . . . Its booklet is a weird jum-
ble of pseudophysiology and bad English. The Actina itself costs ten dollars.
It is a small steel vial with screw stoppers at both ends. One end cures eye
ailments and the other ear troubles. They work simultaneously. I live in
hopes of seeing the Actina concern give a test, applying Blind Mary to one
end and a deaf-mute to the other, and curing both at one stroke of business
for five dollars apiece. The Actina, upon being unpacked from the box in
which it is mailed, comports itself like a decayed onion. It is worth the
ten dollars to get away from the odor. ‘Can be used by any one with perfect
safety,’ says the advertisement, but I should regard it as extremely unsafe to
offer it to a person with a weak stomach. Its principal ingredient is oil of
mustard, an active poison, regarding which the United States Pharmacopeia
prints this emphatic warning: ‘Great caution should be exercised when
smelling this oil” So the ‘perfectly safe’ guarantee is hardly sound. The
Actina contains also oil of sassafras, representing presumably a brave but

Google



Original from
MEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY

Digitized by Google

9|6006-sn-pd#asn~ssadoe/bi03sniyiyrey mmm//:diy / paznibip-916009 ‘saiels paliun 9yl ul urewoq dlqnd
TL08L¥900€EvE€ dAu/Lz0Z/ARU dIPURY |PY//:d1Y / LIND 8€:9T 81-90-GT0Z UO (|IIH [2deyD 1e euljoie) YMON Jo ASIDAIUN) 13941eqp 104 PajeISUSD



DEAFNESS CURES 111

"The exploiters of Actina were orthodox in their quackery—advertisements in
not-too-particular magazines, follow-up letters sent to those who answer the
advertisements, reams of testimonials of the usual type, “press comments’—
_ also of the usual type—and one or two letters alleged to be from men who are
legally entitled to write M.D. after their names. Of course, some religious
journals have been found willing to stand sponsor for Actina, for a certain type
of religious journalism has for years been the sheet-anchor to medical char-
latanry. . One testimonial purports to come from a physician in a small Missouri
village. It was found, on investigation, that the man in question died in 1911 at
the age of 75. He was graduated in 1857 by a school that has long since gone out
of existence, and later, in 1878, seems to have received a diploma from another
“medical school” which also is extinct.

The price asked for Actina was $10—at first. Later came an offer to grant
“S0 per cent. discount on any goods” sold by the Actina Appliance Company. For
the Actina concern sold, as has been mentioned, other things than the Actina
device. Some of these were the “Electro-Magnetic Hair Brush”—with hard-
rubber comb thrown in—which we were told “will relieve most cases of nervous
headache and neuralgia”; “Professor Wilson’s Magneto-Conservative Office and
Sleeping Caps,” which should be worn, said the Actina Appliance Company, when
one is afflicted with paralysis or locomotor ataxia, and “Professor Wilson's
Magneto-Conservative Waist,” which brings to bear, so it was said, “a wonderful
force” which prevents “loss of nerve energy.”

Then for those suffering from that most distressing of ailments, “cold feet,”
there were recommended “Professor Wilson’s Magneto-Conservative Insoles.”
These would prevent the wearer, said the Actina Appliance Company, from being
afflicted with weak lungs, rheumatism and depleted nerve energy, with “all the
concomitants resulting therefrom.” Were you ruptured? “Professor’” Wilson had
“an Improved Elastic Truss” which he was willing to exchange for $8 in real
money. From all of which came the impression that it was perfectly useless to
suffer from any of the various ills that flesh is heir to, when the Actina Appli-
ance Company had some device that would cure them.

Declared A Fraud

On May 24, 1915, Judge W. H. Lamar, Solicitor for the Post Office Department,
recommended to the Postmaster-General that a fraud order should be issued
against the Actina Appliance Company of Kansas City, Mo. The Solicitor based
his recommendation on an investigation of the Actina concern made by postal
inspectors. After examining all the evidence in the case, as well as the argu-
ment for the Actina Appliance Company and the brief issued by the Actina
concern’s attorneys, McCune, Harding, Brown & Murphy, Judge Lamar
declared:

“I find that this is a scheme for obtaining money through the mails by
means of false and fraudulent pretenses, representations and promises, and
therefore recommend that a fraud order be issued against the Actina
Appliance Company at Kansas City, Mo.”

The Postmaster issued an order May 29, 1915, and the use of the mails was
denied the Actina Appliance Company. In his memorandum to the Postmaster-
General the Solicitor gave in detail the facts regarding the methods of the Actina
Appliance Company. To quote in part from the memorandum :

“Under the above name, William H. Ehlers, Henry J. O’Brien and John R.
Foran are engaged in selling through the mails an appliance called by them
the ‘Actina.’ It is a small cylindrical metal vessel with an opening at each
end, one a large opening for application to the eye and the other a small
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114 DEAFNESS CURES

the nose and eyes is to make the eves water and the nose run. It is the
result which may be accomplished by any simple irritant and is only tem-
porary.

“The evidence shows and I find that this appliance is absolutely worthless
as a curative agent in any of the diseases listed above. So far as diseases of
the ear are concerned the evidence shows conclusively that it could have
no effect because the fumes could not even get into the middle ear, as pre-
tended. So far as diseases of the eye, such as cataract, astigmatism, ulcera-
tion of the cornea, ulceration of the eyeball, blindness in one eye and nerve
and muscular trouble of the eye are concerned, the use of this appliance
would not only afford no relief, but is calculated to work an incalculable
degree of harm, if not by the irritating effect of the fumes, by resulting in the
postponement of proper treatment for exceedingly serious conditions until, at
least in some cases, too late. The only effect upon affections of the nose
which the appliance could possibly have would be the temporary alleviation
of a stopped-up condition of the nasal passages.”

The solicitor further calls attention to the fact that the affections for which
the Actina device was indiscriminately sold arise from different causes and may
require for their relief treatment quite different in character and adapted to the
individual conditions present in each case. The postoffice inspector addressed
letters of inquiry to a large number of persons who had purchased the Actina
appliance, the names and addresses being procured from the postoffice records
of Kansas City. These people were asked to give the result of their use of the
Actina appliance. To quote:

“Out of 242 replies, only twelve contained claims that a cure had been
effected by the use of the appliance. From the evidence in the case I am
satisfied and find that these twelve persons and the other persons whose
testimonials were put in evidence by the respondent were mistaken as to
the character of the affection from which they were suffering, were led to
believe that a cure had been effected because of the temporary alleviation of
a stopped-up condition of the nose, or attribute a relief due to natural
causes to the use of the ‘Actina.’”

The only representative of the Actina Company who appeared before the
federal authorities was John R. Foran, its president, who was questioned as to
the basis for the representations the company made with respect to the Actina.
Foran admitted that he had absolutely no medical education or training and
knew nothing about the properties of drugs and, in fact, could give no basis for
any of the claims made for the device other than testimonial letters and the state-
ments of a nonpracticing physician and two alleged chemists of Kansas City to
the effect that the ingredients used in Actina are said to be beneficial in catarrhal
and congested conditions. After considering all the evidence in the case, the
Solicitor made the recommendation previously referred to, with the result that
the use of the United States mails has been denied the Actina Appliance
Company.—(From the pamphlet, “Deafness Cures,” August, 1916.)

COUTANT'S DEAFNESS CURE

George E. Coutant, M.D., conducts a “cure for deafness” concern from two
addresses in New York City, 1215 Broadway and Station E, Postoffice. The
business is conducted on the mail-order plan by methods common to concerns of
this type. Victims are obtained in the usual way—advertisements in such news-
papers and other publications as are not above sharing in the profits of quackery.
Coutant went to New York City ten or twelve years ago. Before that time he
had practiced in the towns of Poughkeepsie, N. Y., and Dobbs Ferry, N. Y. After
settling in New York City, Coutant advertised for some time from the same
address as that of “Wood’s Cure for Drunkenness” and the “Koskott Laboratory”
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118 DEAFNESS CUKRES

1f Letter 3 fails to extract the cash—and,. by the way, nothing is said about
the price of the treatment in this letter—Letter 4 may be looked for about three

weeks later. This commences:
“Dear Friend:—I feel prompted to send you this letter today because I do not believe

that you wrote me originally out of mere curiosity and 1 am, therefore, romewhat mystified
as to the reason why I do not receive your order for my Home Treatment.”

If this, too, fails to capture the victim, Letter 5 arrives three weeks later.
Thus:

“Esteemed Friend :—If 1 were to pin a five-dollar bill to this letter, you would acknowledge
it as a nice present, yet it would be no more liberal than what I now propose. Lct me send
you my Treatment (as described and specified in my treatise) for half its price—only five
dollars. .

Three weeks more elapse and then Coutant’s mailing force sends form-letter
No. 6:

“Dear Friend:—. . . From my previous letters you may have learned how deeply
interested I am in you and how anxious I am to aid you and even went so far as to
offer to send you a Home Treatment set upon receipt of half the regular fee . . . It may

be inconvenient to spare the sum of five dollars in one remittance and as a special favor
to you I am willing to accept one dollar now and allow you to pay the balance ($4.00) when
you receive the Home Trcatmcnt Set. I know you will concede that this is a very liberal
arrangement for you . .

A month later—if the bait is still untouched—comes Letter 7 of the series.
In it Coutant surmises that financial reasons may account for the “Esteemed
Recipient” not having ordered the treatment. Hence:

“Let me now make your mind easy on the financial side of the question. I want to cure
you and do not intend to let you lose the opportunity of taking my treatment merely because
you are unable to send me ten dollars monthly. [ make an offer to you now which I am

confident you will not delay in acceptmg I want you to send me ONLY THREE DOLLARS
for a month's Treatment. .

This is the last of Coutant’s series. 1f he fails to get the three dollars
finally asked for, he presumably charges up the postage and advertising matter
o “profit and loss,” and removes the name from his mailing list. Coutant’s mail-
ing system may be summarized as follows

First letter, initialed GEC/A........ Asks $10.
Second letter, initialed GEC/AX-1.. Mentions no price.

Third letter, initialed GEC/B........ Mentions no price.

Fourth letter, initialed GEC/C...... Still asks $10.

Fifth letter, initialed GEC/D......... Asks $5 down and $5 after cure.

Sixth letter, initialed GEC/E...... ... Asks $1 down and $4 when treatment is
received.

~ Seventh letter, initialed GEC/F...... Asks $3.

THE “TREATMENT’

Should the patient send in $10 or $5 or $3, as the case may be, for Coutant's
Home Treatment he receives several small boxes containing a salve and pills
of various sizes, shapes and colors. “All my remedies are guaranteed by law,”
says Coutant, a statement that is an unequivocal falsehood. The drugs were
analyzed by the Association’s laboratory which reported as follows:

“No.55.”—A circular cardboard box containing thirty-two purple, sugar-coated
tablets. When analyzed in the laboratory, these tablets were found to consist
largely of resinous matter possessing an odor and taste similar to balsam of
Tolu or Peru and to contain some sugar and starch. The instructions accom-
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120 DEAFNESS CURES

“No. 11, For Gargling.”—A small rectangular box containing sixty-three bright
yellow, uncoated tablets. Quantitative analysis showed that these tablets were
nothing but sodium chlorid (salt). It would never do to tell the purchaser of a
$10 treatment to use such a simple, inexpensive and well-known substance as
table salt. But compress the salt into tablets, stain them a vivid yellow and
they may be counted on to produce wonderful results. The mental effect pro-
duced by brilliant colors in pills and potions is fully realized by the mail-order
medical faker, and every man in this business has his tablets made up in unusual
shapes and gaudy hues.

“No. 63, Nasal Douche Solution.”—A small glass vial containing eight large,
pink, uncoated tablets. Wrapped around the bottle, but not attached to it, was
a gummed label on which was printed “Dr. Coutant’s Special Lotion for Use
in the Nasal Douche.” The instructions were to put these eight tablets in a quart
bottle of water and fill the bottle up with water, placing the gummed label on
the bottle after the solution is made. The tablets, which formed a slightly turbid
alkaline solution, were found on analysis to consist essentially of sodium bicar-
bonate (baking soda) and borax with small quantities of thymol, anise and pos-
sibly other essential oils. The pink-colored alkaline liquid made by dissolving
these tablets in water is weakly antiseptic. A few cents’ worth of the compound
alkaline antiseptic solution of the National Formulary would, when diluted, pro-
duce a more efficient preparation for a nasal douche. Coutant, in instructing the
purchaser in the use of his “No. 63" solution, says: “Draw the liquid up into the
nose by suction”—a recommendation that not only endangers him who follows it
but also demonstrates the ignorance of him who gives it.

“No. 29, Absorbent Cream Salve.”—A circular tin box containing a brownish
ointment. Analysis indicated that it was petrolatum (‘“vaseline”) with some
turpentine-like substance mixed with it. This is to be rubbed “on the head just
back of the ear.”

“Dr. Coutant’s Kotalizer.”—This is a nickel-plated piece of tubing about 3
inches long and a half-inch in diameter, with perforations at each end. It is
supposed to be used as an inhaler, one end to be placed in the mouth, the other
end to go into the nostril. Within the tube is a small roll of felt saturated with
oil having an odor that would shame a decayed onion. On analysis, the oil
appeared to be™a mixture of oil of mustard, camphor and resinous matter. The
danger of inhaling the pungent fumes of oil of mustard, which is a most powerful
irritant, is best described by quoting the caution which is given—in italics—in
the United States Pharmacopeia: “Great caution should be cxercised when
smelling this 0il.” Yet this is put in the hands of the unsuspecting with no word
of warning.

“Dr. Coutant’s Nasal Douche.”—This is a glass nasal douche of the type com-
monly known as the Bermingham douche. They can be bought at retail for 8
cents. In this instance it reached the purchaser broken.

Such then is the cheap outfit for which Coutant asks $10, $5 or $3, according
to the ease with which his victims give up their money for the promised “lasting
relief without drugs.” This heterogeneous collection of pills, salves and gargles
could doubtless be duplicated, in quantities, for 25 cents—and a profit made at
that,

Two weeks after the treatment has been received another follow-up lctter
comes from Coutant telling the victim not to be discouraged at any apparent
failure on the part of the treatment.

“Dear Patient. you must maintain calm perseverance . . . do not look for miracles;
be content with the gradual benefit which it is the purpose of my Method to provide.”

This letter is merely a preliminary one sent for the purpose of breaking
gently the news that more “Home Treatment” must be purchased. Again in
two weeks another letter comes printed as usual in imitation of typewriting, and
while it is marked personal has nothing individual about it except the date which
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122 DEAFNESS CURES

TESTIMONIALS

Like every other medical mail-order concern, Coutant’s trump card is his
testimonials. Testimonials, as we have shown time and again, are, as scientific
evidence, not worth the paper they are written on. Some of them are positively
fraudulent while many more are written in good faith by persons who have just
commenced “treatment”—the kind of treatment makes no difference—and who,
in the first flush of optimism, believe they are being benefited and write a letter
to that effect. In cases of ailments of a general nature, the testimonial giver
is likely to maintain to the end of the chapter that he was benefited by the
treatment. Most of us have vague aches and pains at times from which we
recover in due course, whether with treatment, without treatment or in spite of
treatment. Remembering the inability of the average person to distinguish
between a mere sequence of events and cause and effect, it is easy to understand
how the particular “treatment” that immediately precedes recovery gets the
credit for that recovery.

There are, however, certain diseases that will in time give the lie to the
testimonial. A sufferer from consumption or from cancer may give a testimonial
for some worthless cure, and it is only necessary to wait awhile to be able to
prove by documentary evidence—the death certificate—how valueless the testi-
monial is. The same is true, to a large extent, in cases of deafness. For this
reason, a few of the testimonials published by Coutant were investigated.

Most of the testimonials that he issues at present do not give the address
of the persons alleged to have written them. THE JoURNAL'sS investigation of
mail-order medical concerns has made their owners wary. Two or three years
ago, when we were beginning to collect the Coutant material, he gave the full
name and address of those who had written testimonials for him. After waiting
for more than a year, or a sufficient length of time to permit the first enthusiasm
to wane, some of these testimonials were looked into. First, physicians who lived
in the same town as the testimonial givers were written to and asked to investi-
gate the condition of these persons. We give here as briefly as possible what
was learned. The names of the persons (and the towns in which they live) are
purposely omitted to shield them from a somewhat unenviable notoriety:

J.EF.C. T , South Dakota, had given a testimonial. In answer to the
question: “Is Mr. T in any sense of the word, cured?” a physician in his
home town writes us: “No, as bad as ever.” He adds: “I have been well
acquainted with J.F. C. T for some years. He is very deaf.”

Miss L. S , Wisconsin, was another testimonial giver. The physician
who was written to says: “Am well acquainted with Miss S and she is
just as deaf as ever.”

Mrs. M. A . H , Hlinois, has also testified for Coutant. We learn from
our informant: “Mrs. H is totally deaf in both ears and has been for
five or six years to my personal knowledge.”

Mrs. M. A. B , Ohio, furnished another testimonial. The physician who
investigated this case writes: “M. A. B lives here and is so deaf that
her own people are compelled to write for information from her. Her daughter-
in-law, with whom she lives, says the treatment did her harm.”

Mr.J. M. S , Oklahoma, testified to the value of Coutant’s “Home
Treatment,” but we are told: “He has suffered from deafness for years. He
is not cured in any sense of the word.”

Mr. H LW , Kansas, had given a testimonial to Coutant, but: “He
is deaf. Very, very deaf. I have known him for years and at no time has he
been able to hear ordinary conversation. In order to make him hear at all, one
must speak very loud and close to his ear.” '
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Mr. J. A . R. F , South Dakota, also testified to the value of Coutant’s
treatment. But Mr. F “has been deaf and is very deaf at the present
time.”

These cases are not selected. The names were taken from a letter sent out by
Coutant about two years ago and the answers have been given just in the order
they were received. In no single instance have we found a case in which a deaf
person taking Coutant’s treatment has been cured. In the face of this testimony,
received from unquestionable sources, it seemed worth while to find out what the
individuals themselves thought of Coutant’s “treatment” which they had taken.
Accordingly, letters were sent to each of the persons just referred to by a woman
living in a small town in the middle West. She explained that she was deaf and
could not afford to waste money on worthless treatments and she urged the

The State of Texas, [

County of Angelina. | Before me, t*e undersigned
authority, a Botary Publio im and for Amgelins County,
Texas, on this day personally appeared defore me,

Tom lakey, who after bdbeing by me duly sworn doposes
and sayeth: aftqr taking Dooctor Countant treetment
for desfnces for five and one half months, I find that
=y condition 1e no dettcr, if mything woree, than

1t was defore taking the treatment.

"y

Sudbscrided and sworn to defore me this 29th day
of November A, D. 1912,

_;Z_Mnt Public, Angelina
" e of Texas.

Photographic reproduction (reduced) of an affidavit made by Thomas Lakey, whose tes-
timonial Coutant published.

persons addressed to tell her frankly and honestly whether or not they could
recommend Coutant’s treatment. The replies were most interesting and bore out
what has been said so many times regarding the scientific worthlessness of
testimonials.

Mr.J.F.C. T , South Dakota, was the only one of those written to
who still persisted in praising Coutant’s treatment. T ’s loyalty is evidently
known to Coutant for of all these old testimonials this seems the only one he
publishes at the present day. Coutant sends out what purports to be a type-
written copy of a testimonial from Mr. T , but which, certainly, was never
written by that gentleman, although it may have been signed by him. In answer
to the woman’s inquiry T wrote in his own handwriting:

“Dear Madam:—Your letter of inquire to hand and in reply Will Say that I took
treatmnt for carrh and deafness from Dr. G. E. Coutant of New York, N. Y. And he has
help Me a hull lot.

yours truley, J.F.C. T——, ——, S. Dak.
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Now imagine the writer of this letter—given verbatim et literatim—writing a
testimonial which starts in the following language:
“I, J. F. C. T— , having been annoyed for several years with that treacherous

disease known as catarrh and deafness of the head, believing in the honesty and methods
of Dr. George E. Coutant of New York, consented to give his Treatment a trial R

The facts are that Mr. T——— admits: (1) That he did not write the testi-
monial; (2) that it was “fixed up” by Coutant from letters that T had
written; (3) that he did not sign it; and (4) that he was surprised when he first
saw it

But if Mr. T——— is unwilling to warn a poor woman, most of the other
testimonial-givers are not. Here is the result of the inquiry:

Miss L. S———, Wisconsin, failed to reply to the letter that was sent.

Mrs. M. A. H———, Illinois, wrote in part:

“I received your letter. Am sorry I can’t advise you to try Dr. Coutant for he did me
no good and I have corresponded with others that took his trcatment and he did them no
good. I have also doctored a lot. I have been out to Des Moines, Iowa, to Dr. Coffee.
[Another quack. See ‘The Great American Fraud.'—Ep.] He did me no good but got
about $80 out of me.”

Mrs. M. A. B———, Ohio, did not answer the letter that was sent, but her
son did. He writes in part:

In answer to your question concerning this doctor’s treatment for deafness, my mother
had great faith in his medicirie and possibly told him that it did her good, but if conditions
now justify me of rendering an opinion, I would say that she had better have kept her moncy.
She can scarcely hear anything and her mind is weakened, whether by taking patent medi-
cine or otherwise, I am unable to say.” .

Mr. J. M. S———, Oklahoma, another who had given a testimonial, said:
“Can hardly give you a favorable statement in regard to Dr. Geo. Coutant’s treatment

. His treatment helped me a little, but would not reach any further. I took his treat-
ment over six months . . . I wish I could advise you, but I can’t.”

Mr.H LW
treatment. Says he:

, Kansas, has also changed his mind regarding Coutant’s

“Your letter read and will say don’t spend any money on the so-called deafness specialist
for he cannot cure you but only wants your money. I have doctored with him for over
two years and it did not do me a bit of good, and further he has let one of my neighbors
believe he could cure him for $10 and after the first month he wanted $10 more so this
fcllow calls him a cheat, and I don’t think he misses it.”

Mr.J.A.R. F

“In reply to your inquiry in regard to Dr. Coutant’s treatment for deafness will say I
treated with him for four months but he did not cure my deafness. He did me some good
at first, but it was as bad in one week as it was beforc. He might do you some good or
he might not. I could not say he would cure you. I know he did not cure me.”

, South Dakota, in answering, writes:

Mr. Thomas Lakey, Onalaska, Tex.,, was another of those whose testimonials
were investigated. Mr. Lakey, also, has changed his mind in regard to Coutant's
treatment and he is willing to do what he can to counteract such harm as
his testimonial may have done, for he declared, under oath:

The State of Texas
County of Angelina .

Before me the undersigned authority, a notary public in and for Angelina County, Texas.
on this day personally appeared before me, Tom Lakey, who after being by me duly sworn
deposes and sayeth: After taking Dr. Coutant treatment for deafness for five and one-half
months, I find that my condition is no better, if anything worse, than it was before taking
the treatment. Tom LaxEevy.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 29th day of November, A. D., 1912,

R. V. WeLcr, Notary Public, Angelina County. State of Texas.
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The “joker” lies, of course, in the “‘conditions mentioned on the other side” of
the certificate. These “conditions” are buried in a mass of inconsequential ver-
biage printed in very small type and inordinately long, but the gist of the matter
is that Coutant will “‘refund ten dollars as specified”:

‘“ . . provided that my Method is followed uninterruptedly for at least threc
months also provided that I am prepaid ten dollars for each treatment

This means that Coutant is willing to return ten dollars provided that the
victim shall have sent him at least thirty dollars for a worthless “cure.” By the
terms of the “guarantee,” Coutant plays to get at least twenty dollars for some-
thing that, as a “cure” for deafness, is not worth twenty cents. Yet there is
little doubt that thousands of victims have been led to send in their money in the
belief that Coutant guarantees either to cure them or to refund their money!

For instance, we received a letter from a New York business man, asking us
about Coutant, in the course of which he says:

“Dr. Coutant has written to my friend who has been deaf for a number of years, that
if a fee of $10 is sent to him (Dr. Coutant) a cure will be assured or the money returned.”

Of course Coutant does not make any such claims; he is too shrewd to make,
in black and white, a statement which, if not lived up to, could bring him
immediately into the courts on the charge of obtaining money under false pre-
tenses or, if lived up to, would land him in bankruptcy. It is characteristic of
the modern quack so to word his advertising matter as to give the greatest
amount of deception with the least amount of legal risk.

SUMMARY

1. Coutant has been connected with various unsavory concerns.

2. Coutant makes claims that are either positive untruths or gross exaggera-
tions. His advertising reeks with self-laudation.

3. He attempts to give the impression that the price of his “treatment” will
soon be increased when as a matter of fact he makes it a rule to lower the price
the longer the victim remains unconvinced.

4. Although Coutant advertises to produce cures “without drugs,” as a matter
of fact he sends several different kinds of drugs to the persons who purchase
his treatment.

S. The treatment itself is perfectly worthless as a cure for deafness

6. His testimonials have just as little value as his treatment and, as has been
shown, while they may be documentarily genuine they are actually not worth the
paper they are printed on.

7. Coutant’s “guarantee” to refund money is merely a piece of advertising
claptrap that requires those who would benefit from it to spend $30 for worthless
treatments on the chance of getting $10 refunded —(From The Journal A. M. A4..
Jan. 25, 1913.)

EDWARD E. GARDNER

Dr. Edward E. Gardner is in the “deafness-cure” business at 38 West Thirty-
Third Street, New York City. In his advertisement he calls himself “a celebrated
New York Aurist”; a New York quack would be nearer the truth. Gardner says,
speaking impersonally of himself:

“His diploma is endorsed and he is given the honor to practice medicine not only in
New York State, but by searching tests and thorough examination is given endorsement
by the State Boards of New York, Pennsylvania, Illinois, Massachusetts, Vermont, and, in
fact, all the states and territories in the United States. He is also allowed to send his
treatment to England, Scotland, Ireland, France, Germany, Italy, and to all parts of the
globe. Very few doctors have had this distinction bestowed on them. This means that
you can rely on his treatment.”
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“SOFT-PEDALING” HIS CLAIMS

One wonders whether the postal authorities have, during the past few years,
dropped a hint to Leonard that his methods were likely to bring him into conflict
with the law. This suspicion is strengthened by changes that have taken place in
the character of the Leonard advertising, during the past few years. In the past
we were dogmatically assured that “Leonard Ear Oil removes the mucus, opens
up the tubes,” etc.; now with more circumspection we are informed that “The
purpose of Leonard Ear Oil is to remove the mucous, open up the tubes,” etc.
In 1915 Leonard Ear Oil “restored” hearing, if one were foolish enough to believe
the advertising : now “restored” has given place to “improves.” A further com-
parison between the older and newer advertising claims will mdxcate the change
from direct falsehood to inferential misstatement:

OLDER ADVERTISING

*“ . . the Leonard Glandular Oil, if
apphed as directed will cure the diseased or
catarrhal condition. »” — [Italics in
original.—ED.]

“Rubbing this on the glands of my throat
and back of my ears night and morning,
thoroughly massaging it in, I have cured the
catarrhal condition ' — [Italics in
original.—EbD.]

“, . . it, together with my Invisible Ear
Drums, has cund literally thousands of cases
of Deafness and Head Noises that were con-
sidered hopeless.”’—[Italics ours.—Ebp.]

“The imported Oil used in this prepara-
tion successfully carries the curatives it con-
tains, through pores of the skin to
the diseased parts and effects a cure.””—[Ital-
iecs ours.—ED.]

NEWER ADVERTISING

“. . . the Leonard Glandular Oil, if ap-
phed as directed, will relw'uc the dlseascd or
catarrhal condition. J'—[Italics ours.
—Eb.]

“Inserting this in my nostrils and rubbing
on the glands of my throat and back of my
ears night and morning, thoroughly massag-
ing it in, I have overcome the catarrhal
condition. .’ — [Italics in original.—
Ebp.]

“, . . it, together with my Invisible Ear
Drums, has relieved literally thousands of
cases of Deafness and Head Noises that were
considered hopeless.””—[Italics ours.—Eb.]

“. . . the Imported Oils used in this
preparation successfully carry the remedies it
contains to the diseased parts and remove
the cause of Deafness and Head Noises.”—
[Italics ours.—EbD.]

ANALYTICAL REPORT

Some months ago the Department of Health of the City of New York pur-
chased specimens of Leonard Ear Oil and analyzed it. The chemist reported, in
effect, that the stuff had essentially the following composition :

............................... 41.96 per cent.
8.18 per cent.

Liquid petrolatum
Ammonium oleate (soft soap)....................

Oleic acid .. .vi ittt ittt ittt te et iaenns 14.40 per cent.
Camphor ... ... i e 9.85 per cent.
Eucalyptol ... ... i i, 11.07 per cent.
Alcohol ..o i e 12.00 per cent.
Water o e e e i 2.54 per cent.

This would mean that Leonard Ear Qil is to all intents and purposes liquid
petrolatum with camphor, eucalyptol, etc.,, emulsified by aid of a soft soap pro-
duced from ammonia and oleic acid. Having determined the composition of
Leonard Ear Oil, the Department of Health of the City of New York lodged a
complaint against Leonard, who was arrested and arraigned before the Court of
Special Sessions, and adjudged guilty of making false and misleading claims.
On July 14, 1918, Leonard was sentenced to thirty days in jail or to pay a fine of
$250.00. Of course he didn’t go to jail.

The Health Department of New York City went still further in protecting the
public against this humbug. It notified all druggists in New York City that “the
continued sale of Leonard Ear Oil with these false and fraudulent statements
attached, will constitute a violatian of Section 116 of the Sanitary Code, and will
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subject the druggist so doing to prosecution.”” Moreover, the Bureau of Public
Health Education of the New York Department of Health gave the facts pub-
licity through its Weekly Bulletin and its Monthly Drug Bulletin, and prepared
an exhibit which was placed in a window on a prominent street, exposing the
Leonard fakery. The exhibit consisted of two placards used by the Leonard Ear
Oil concern, with a bottle of the oil itself. Alongside the original bottle were
placed two other bottles, one with material which the chemist’s analysis showed
the bottle to contain, and another showing a bottle of the same size containing
water. Under these bottles appeared the following legends:

Bottle No. 1—*“Leonard’'s Ear Qil. This preparation costs you $1.00. The Courts of this
City have declared that the claims made as to the medicinal value of the preparation are
false and misleading.

Bottle No. 2—"This preparation is, analytically, the same as ‘Leonard’s Ear Oil' and may
be purchased at an ordinary drug store for about 20 cents.”

Bottle No. 3—‘“This bottle contains water and is just as good as ‘Leonard’s Ear Oil’ for
deafness. The cost to you is only the price of the bottle.”

This was last summer. Since that time another city—Cleveland, Ohio, which
makes an effective attempt to protect its citizens from fraud in medicine—has
taken action on the Leonard Ear Oil. Under date of November 4, the Commis-
sioner of Health of the City of Cleveland issued an order to Cleveland dealers
relative to the sale of the Leonard preparation. This order read as follows:

“Informing retail dealers that Leonard Ear Oil has been examined by this
department and found to be a misbranded product within the meaning of the
laws applying to Cleveland in that the claims made for this product are false
and fraudulent, and its sale is therefore contrary to the best interests of the
public health of this city.

“Dealers in Cleveland are hereby notified to discontinue the sale or offering
for sale of Leonard Ear Oil.”

As Leonard has ceased selling his stuff on the mail-order plan, he is no
longer amenable to prosecution by the postoffice authorities. As he doubtless
is careful to avoid making false and fraudulent claims for his product on the
trade package, he can not be prosecuted under the Federal Food and Drugs
Act. There is nothing, however, to prevent him making all the misleading
claims he wishes to, regarding his nostrum, if he confines these claims to cir-
cular matter or window displays distributed through drug stores, and newspaper
advertisements. That is, there is nothing to prevent this, unless city or state
health authorities follow the lead of New York City and Cleveland. Will they
do it?—(From The Journal A. M. A., Dec. 7, 1918.)

THE MORLEY EAR-PHONE

The Morley Invisible Ear-Phone is a device put on the market by the
Morley Company of Philadelphia. Our files show that a New York letter-
broker offered for sale or rent more than 17,000 original letters sent to the
Morley concern. The claims for the Morley device are both inferentially and
directly false and misleading. For instance:

“A miniature and invisible phone for the ear. Makces low sounds and whispers plainly
heard.”

““The Morley Phone is the latest and most effective device for the rclief of deafness.”

“It . . . transmits sound in incrcased volume to the auditory nerves.”

“It restores hearing like magic.”

“More sensitive to vibration and more powerful as a sound transmitter than any other
device known.”

The latest book sent out by the Morley concern shows that the falsehoods.
in some cases, have been toned down from the direct to the inferential form.
while some of the cruder lies have been eliminated. The same booklet contains
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a number of alleged testimonials. In each instance the individual writing the
testimonial gives two letters, one said to have been written several years ago
and another said to have been written more recently. In the 1911 booklet
the later letters are all dated June, 1911; in the 1912 booklet exactly the same
letters are said to have been dated 1912! In addition to the personal testi-
monials, the Morley Company reprints what it calls “extracts from articles in
some of the recent numbers of the leading medical magazines of the United
States and Canada, referring to and commenting upon the Morley Phone.”
Some of these alleged extracts are from magazines that are notorious for the
class of advertising they carry and the utterly uncritical standard of their
editorial pages. One, however, is alleged to be taken from the Unsversity
Medical Magazine, the official publication of the medical department of the
University of Pennsylvania. The facts in this case, so Dr. B. A. Randall of
Philadelphia tells us, are that the Morley Company got one advertisement in
the University Medical Magazine, about fifteen or twenty years ago. It is
from this, its own advertisement, that the Morley Company quotes, and in its
1913 booklet publishes these quotations from an old advertisement as an
‘“extract” from an “article” in a “recent” number of the University Medical
Magazine!

(2

cC

Illustrations of the Morley ear-phone reproduced from patent specifications issued to
L. H. Vickers. The upper illustration shows the essential parts of the ‘‘phone”; a is the
artificial drum of oiled silk with waxed silk thread, b; ¢, in the lower illustration, is piece of
flexible tubing used in inserting the artificial drum.

Another alleged “extract” is given, said to be from the Canadian Journal of
Medicine and Surgery. A page from the Morley booklet containing the alleged
quotation was sent to the Canadian Journal of Medicine and Surgery, with a
request for information regarding the truth of the matter. The managing
editor of the Canadian magazine replied:

. “Permit us to state emphatically that the paragraph, as submitted to us,
dldhr'lot appear in this journal and the firm had no right to use it as
such.”

What is this Morley Phone? We find, on reference to the patent specifica-
tions granted to Laura H. Vickers, “inventor,” who assigned the patent to
George M. Vickers, that this “invisible ear phone” is nothing more or less than
the old, well-known Toynbee artificial drum-head. It consists of a circular
piece of oiled silk about one-quarter inch in diameter, through the center of
which a piece of silk thread has been passed, for the purpose of holding the
oiled silk in position. A small piece of flexible tubing comes with it to aid in
inserting the device in the ear. Five cents would be a liberal estimate of the
cost of the material for a device of this kind. The Morley Phone sells for
$5, which, it must be admitted, leaves a considerable margin of profit far
advertising purposes.
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With a spool of silk thread, costing ten cents, and fifteen cents’ worth of
oiled silk, anybody old enough to use a pair of scissors could make four hun-
dred artificial ear drums that would be just as effective—and just as dangerous
in the hands of the deaf public—as the “Morley Phone”; total cost, twenty-five
cents! Toynbee constructed his artificial membrane in 1852, but made it of
rubber. The Morley concern, fifty years later, puts
out practically the same thing made of oiled silk,
and has the effrontery to say that this is the “latest
and most effective device for the relief of -deafness”
and “is entirely different in every particular from
any other ear-drum.”

The indications for the use of any artificial ear-
drum can be determined only by a competent aurist
after personal examination. In many cases of deaf-

. . ness the use of such devices without proper medical

,h;r yﬁ’:ﬂey “cdo‘;";‘ﬁf_m“' of advice, is fraught with danger. Even in the hands

of skilled aurists, the use of the Toynbee artificial

membrane has but a limited application. The indiscriminate sale of a device

of this sort, especially at exorbitant prices and under false and misleading

claims, is not merely an injury to the purse, but a distinct menace to the
health of the deaf.—(From The Journal A. M. A., Nov. 22, 1913.)

GEORGE P. WAY EAR-DRUM

George P. Way does business from Detroit, Mich. He sells what he calls a
medicated ear-drum which—if we are to believe the advertising matter—is so
wonderful that it enables a man who was so deaf that he could not hear
thunder to hear a clock tick thirty feet away! Way claims to have cured him-
self of twenty-five years’ deafness by means of his drums. He asks $5 a pair
for them, but if you are not too anxious you will receive the usual follow-up
letters and before long will be able to purchase not only a pair of ear-drums
but also “a very unique instrument” that Mr. Way has christened ‘“Blowena”—
all for $5. Blowena is a “catarrh cure” which is sold as a side-line to the ear-
drum offer.

A study of the advertising matter that he has sent out during the past few
‘years shows various discrepancies in the statements made at different times.
In one of his earlier leaflets Way, who claims to have been an engineer,
declares that before he “discovered” and “invented” his ear-drum he was so
deaf that “it was with difficulty that I could hear the noises of my own
engine.” The later leaflet omits the sentence just quoted although the balance
of the matter is practically identical. Why? Was the falsehood too raw, even
as an asset to quackery? In the earlier leaflet he said:

*“I have been granted patents in all foreign countries as well as in the United States.”
—[Italics ours.—Ebp.]

More recently, this has been toned down to:
“Patents have been granted in foreign countries as well as in the United States.”

This modification is explainable to those who look into the matter carefully.
In the first place, it is not true that Way ever was granted patents “in all
foreign countries”; in the second place, the elimination of the personal
pronoun is doubtless due to the fact that the “medicated ear-drum” that Way
sells is not his invention but the invention of Frances M. Way, his wife!
Incidentally, Frances M. Way is the individual referred to in the advertising
matter thus: '
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‘““Many of these quack remedies so glowingly set forth in the public prints possess
the power of suppressing the attack for a time, but it Is suppression only, not cure, and
. the patients are always worse afterward. If pushed too far, death may intervene from
| acute bromid poisoning.” : l

Those who have followed the trend of events in the “patent medicine” world
have noticed that since the passage of the Food and Drugs Act there has been
a great increase in the number of remedies sold as cures for epilepsy. Possibly
it would be more correct to say that the increase has been in ‘the advertising
appropriations made for this class of nostrums. The reason is not far to seek.
The bromids are powerful drugs and produce well-marked physiologic effects.
Taken in quantities that no physician who respected his patient’s welfare—or
his own reputation—would dare to prescribe, they produce effects that impress
the layman with their potency. The purchaser mistakes a temporary suppres-
sion of the attacks of epilepsy, produced by large quantities of bromids, for a
cure. The presence of this powerful drug does not have to be declared on the
label, which doubtless accounts for its widespread use under the present law.

The enormous harm that may be done by such indiscriminate use of bromids
was well described by Dr. W. T. Spratling when testifying before a United
States court. Dr. Spratling, an authority on epilepsy, was for many years
Superintendent of the Craig Colony for Epileptics at Sonyea, N. Y. Here is
what he said:

“The colony has ascertained through the analysis of nearly thirty of the more widely
advertised patent nostrums for the ‘sure cure’ of epilepsy that the bromid is the base of
them all. Many of these quack remedies so glowingly set forth in the public prints, possess
the power of suppressing the attack for a time, but it is suppression only, not cure, and
the patients are always worse afterward. If pushed too far, death may intervene from
acute bromid poisoning. This happened in the case of a boy 12 years, whom 1 knew, whose
parents gave him too frequent doses of a patent nostrum, the essential ingredient of which
as with the bulk of patent epileptic cures, was bromid of potassium. It is a frequent
experience to see patients brutalized by bromid, go months without fits, but with a loss of
mental and physical activity.”

It is evident that the number of drugs in “patent medicines” whose presence
should be declared on the label should be increased. In fact, properly to safe-
guard the public health all constituents in *“‘patent medicines” for which thera-
peutic action is claimed, should be declared on the label, hoth as to kind and
amount. At present there are but eleven drugs and their derivatives, of whose
presence the public must he told! Such powerful poisons as arsenic, strychnin,
prussic acid, carbolic acid and ergot may be used in “patent medicines” in any
quantity that the manufacturer sees fit and the public is entirely in the dark
regarding their presence. The same is true of the depressing bromids. It is
high time that the list of “declared” drugs be extended. When this is done.
the number of epilepsy “cures” will be decreased and the safety of the public
increased.
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CONVERSE TREATMENT

The “Converse Treatment” for epilepsy is sold by the Converse Treatment
Company of Columbus, Ohio. As is the case with most mail-order medical
concerns none of the individuals controllthg the business seem to be physicians.
The “medical referee” of the company is given as Edgar J. Martin, M.D. In
those free and easy days when “patent medicine” makers could let their
imagination run untrammeled by any considerations for truthfulness this
product was known as the “Converse Cure” and was put out as “the only
positive cure known, adopted and recommended by the leading physicians of
the country.” The epileptic was told:-

“From the time of Hippocrates until the Wonderful Cure discovered by the Converse
Institute, this fearful disease has been treated by the medical profession in vain.”

The usual warnings against all other “cures for fits,” were part of the adver-
tising claptrap and competitors’ products were condemned under the statement
that they contained “zinc, silver or bromid, all of which but tend to aggravate
the trouble in the long run.” In those days the Converse nostrum emanated
from Mount Vernon, Ohio. Later the name of the concern
was changed from the “Converse Treatment Institute” to the
“Converse Treatment Company” and the concern moved from
Mt. Vernon to Columbus, Ohio.

When the company is written to it notifies the prospective
victim that the “treatment” is put up in “packages of six bottles
for $5.00.” In addition there are two side-line nostrums,
“Tonicine Tablets” for “restoring nerve vitality” and “enrich-
ing the blood,” and “Sanderson’s Six-Herbs,” a laxative pill.
According to the advertising matter, the Converse Treatment
is “used in hospitals, sanitariums and by leading physicians.”
On the interesting question, Who are the leading physicians
that use this nostrum, the Converse Treatment Company is
silent. Some of their circulars give alleged testimonials from
physicians but the names and addresses of these physicians are
not given. In 1912 THE JourNAL published the result of an
analysis of the Converse Treatment made by Prof. E. F. Ladd,
the aggressive Pure Food Commissioner of North Dakota.
Professor Ladd’s report showed the essential drugs in the Con-
verse Treatment, as in practically all other treatments for epilepsy, were the
bromids. More recently, in connection with the investigation of a number of
“epilepsy cures,” the Association’s laboratory has analyzed the “Celebrated
Converse Treatment.” The laboratory report follows:

LABORATORY REPORT

Original bottles of “Converse Treatment,” manufactured by the Converse
Treatment Co., Columbus, Ohio, were submitted to the Chemical Laboratory
for examination. Each bottle contained 165 c.c. (5% fluidounces) of a brown
liquid, having suspended extractive matter present, and with a strong odor of
cinnamon. The specific gravity of the liquid at 15.6 C. was 1.1426. Qualitative
tests demonstrated the presence of ammonium, calcium, sodium, potassium,
chlorid and bromid. Saccharine also seemed to be present. From spectro-
scopic tests, lithium was not present in quantities greater than minute traces.

Essentially each 100 c.c. of the solution contains about 7.3 gm. ammonium
bromid, 5 . calcium bromid and 8.7 gm. potassium bromid. Calculating from
the bromign:ietermination, each dose 1 teaspoonful (1 fluidram) contains the
equivalent of 14.5 grains of potassium bromid, or each daily dose (4 teaspoon-
fuls) corresponds to 58.0 gr. potassium bromid.
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having extractive matter present. The specific gravity of the liquid at 15.6 C.
was 1.1403. Qualitative tests demonstrated a trace of alkaloid, alcohol.
ammonia, sodium, potassium, carbonate, chlorid and bromid. A resin was also
present. The liquid was distinctly alkaline.

Essentially each 100 c.c. of the solution contains approximately 3.0 gm.
ammonium bromid and 16.1 gm. potassium bromid. Calculating from the
bromid determination, each dose, 2 teaspoonfuls (2 fluidrams) contains the
equivalent of 16.9 grains potassium bromid, or the daily dose (6 teaspoonfuls)
corresponds to 50.7 grains potassium bromid.

Shorn of its mystery and secrecy Croney’s “cure” for epilepsy, like every
other nostrum of its type, stands exposed as esséntially a mixture of bromids.
Summarized, the investigation shows that Croney's alleged “Specific for
Epilepsy” is not a “specific,” is not a cure for epilepsy and is dangerous.—
(From The Journal A. M. A., April 17, 1915.)

‘¢

GRANT'S EPILEPSY “CURE”

Fred E. Grant sells a mail-order “cure” for epilepsy from Kansas City, Mo.
According to the records, Grant was graduated by the Medical Department of
the University of Michigan in 1877. Some years ago he seems to have prac-
ticed at Ottawa, Kan., moving to Kansas City, Mo., about 1900. THE JoURNAL
has received inquiries regarding Grant’s nostrum at various times during the
last five or six years, some of them coming from physicians, others from lay-
men. A woman on the Pacific Coast wrote, in part:

“Could you give me an analysis of the medicine used by Dr. Fred E.
Grant for the cure of epilepsy? . . . I have been giving the medicine
for some time to my daughter. Her general health has become very poor.”

A Vermont physician writes that a patient had been taking Grant’s nos-
trum for twq years and says:

“The family feel that she gets more relief from this than from any
bromid mixture. However, it seems to me that it dulls her mind far more
than a necessary dose of bromid should.” .

The letter that follows from a Providence, R. I, physician tells even a more
vivid story:

“] saw -this morning for the first time a girl of thirteen suffering from
epilepsy. For two years she has taken medicine sent to her by Dr. Fred E.
Grant, 520 to 538 Raymond Street, Kansas City, Missouri. The patient's
mother tells me that two years ago, seeing Dr. Grant’s advertisement in a
magazine, she wrote to him, received a bottle of his medicine free of

* charge and a reference to a person in New Jersey. She wrote to New
Jersey and received a letter saying that the doctor’s medicine had cured
the writer’s little boy of epilepsy. Since this time, at $2 per bottle, the
medicine has been procured from Dr. Grant. The patient has been failing
steadily mentally during this time and some weeks ago lay for three weeks
in a stupor without moving a muscle, most of the time unconscious, and
had to be fed artificially. The mother wrote to Dr. Grant tclling him of
this illness, and the Doctor wrote back that during this acute sickness it
would be best to'omit his medicine.

“There was none of his preparation in the house this morning at the
time of my visit, but I saw an empty bottle and the label on which it says
that the preparation contains no opium or chloral. It also says that if
the patient after taking the medicine some time becomes sleepy, has puffi-
ness of the eyelids, eruption of the skin, and other strange symptoms to pay
no attention to these signs, to continue the medicine and write to Dr.
Grant. Of course, the three weeks’ stupor was the result of saturation
with the quack’s nostrum which is probably largely composed of bromids.
If it is not too much trouble I would appreciate a communication from you
giving the formula.”
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Kalmus' Epileptic Institute and his assistants, Luecke, Guertin, ¢t al. The
details of this case have been well set forth in “Nostrums and Quackery” (1912).

Dr. Guertin’s Nerve Syrup, the subject of the present article, is sold under
such claims as:

“It stops Fits and Convulsions promptly."”
. is guaranteed harmless.

the first few doses have stoppcd the attacks in the most distressing cases of
’

prlcpsy
“It is well namcd ‘The Sunshine for Epileptics.’
“This excellent Nervine is the result of repcated trials, careful and prolonged experi-

ments and years of observation of its effect in the diseases for which it is recommended.
It reflects the best thought of the day.”

“There is nothing better in the world for this ohscure disease.”

In addition to letters and circulars sent to prospective purchasers, the Kal-
mus Chemical Co. also sends out the inevitable booklet without which no
advertised “cure for fits” is complete. True to type this publication contains,
besides the usual farrago of pseudo-scientific nonsense, horrific pictures of
unfortunate epileptics in various unpleasant contortions. “Dr. Guertin’s Nerve
Syrup” was examined in the Association’s laboratory. The report follows:

LABORATORY REPORT

One original bottle of “Dr. Guertin’s Nerve Syrup,” manufactured by the
Kalmus Chemical Co., Cincinnati, Ohio, was submitted to the Chemical Labora-
tory for examination. The bottle contained 240 c.c. (8 fluidounces) of a brown
syrupy liquid having extractive matter present. The specific gravity of the
liquid at 15.6 C. was 1.3333. Qualitative tests demonstrated the presence of a
very small amount of an alkaloid, ammonium, calcium, potassium, sodium,
strontium, bromid, chlorid and sugar, a trace of invert sugar.was also present.

Essentially each 100 c.c. of the solution contains 2.9 grams ammonium
bromid, 1.5 grains strontium bromid, 0.9 grams calcium bromid, 109 grams
potassium bromid, 4.5 grams sodium bromid, with 459 grams sugar. Calculat-
ing from the bromid determinations, each dose, 1 to 2 teaspoonfuls (1 to 2
fluid drams) contains the equivalent of 139 to 27.8 grains potassium bromid,
and the daily dose (4 to 8 teaspoonfuls) corresponds to 55.6 to 111.2 grains
potassium bromid.

Bromids, of course—although the public is not apprised of the fact. “Harm-
less” it is said to be, although it possesscs all the potency for harm that resides
in secret mixtures of the bromids. Dosage? Left, as usual, practically in the
hands of the person who takes it:

“If the doses as given on the bottle do not bring the attacks under control, increase
the quantity. »

And the sufferer, firm in the belief that the preparation is what the exploiters
claim, “a mild and harmless nervine,” ignorant of the presence of the bromids,
is dosed into physical and mental inactivity. Such must be the inevitable result
of the indiscriminate use of “Dr. Guertin’s Nerve Syrup” which is not a “safe
and dependable remedy for all nervous diseases” as claimed, but is an unsafe
and unreliable nostrum.— (From The Journal A. M. A., March 27, 1915.)

KLINE’'S “NERVE REMEDY”

Dr. Kline's Epilepsy Cure used to be advertised under the name of Dr. R, H.
Kline of Philadelphia. Now, it is sold by the Dr. R. H. Kline Company, 45-47
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destructive of health. In short, the May epilepsy “cure” is foisted on sufferers
under claims that are either directly or inferentially false and misleading and
when purchased the victim has obtained what is essentially a bromid mixture
having all the dangers—and limitations—of such a mixture. No wonder some
“patent medicine” makers are opposed to the declaration of their formulas!
It would sound the death knell of their business.—(From The Journal A. M. A.,
April 3, 1915.)

MILES' RESTORATIVE NERVINE
According to the trade package, “Dr. Miles’ Restorative Nervine”:

“Is Recommended for the Following Ailments: Epilepsy, Hysteria and St. Vitus's Dance
Nervousness, Sleeplessness, Neuralgia, Nervous Dyspepsia, and Nervous Prostration. Head
ache, Backache, and Palpitation of the Heart due to functional or Nervous Disturbances.
This Remedy is also useful as an aid to other treatment for Tobacco and Alcoholic Excess.
the Opium and Morphin Habits.”

The “Nervine” is but one of several “patent medicines”
put out by the Miles Medical Co. of Elkhart, Ind. As is
usual in such cases the advertising of each nostrum is
used as a supplemental means of exploiting the remainder
of the group. For instance, in the treatment of “Back-
ache” we are told that “few remedies have a more bene-
ficial effect in this disorder than the Restorative Nervine.”
However, if the pain is severe, the sufferer is urged to
take in addition, “Dr. Miles’ Anti-Pain Pills” (an aceta-
nilid mixture) and it is further suggested that “Dr. Miles’
Liver Pills” will render the “treatment” still more effec-
tive. In chorea the “Nervine” is recommended, together
with “Dr. Miles’ Restorative Tonic” to “enrich the blood”
and “Dr. Miles’ Liver Pills” to be taken “as needed.”
For drunkenness and delirium tremens ‘“give large doses
of Restorative Nervine” followed by the use of “Dr. Miles’
Liver Pills.” Those who desire to overcome the alcohol
habit are urged to take from six to nine teaspoonfuls daily
of the “Restorative Nervine” and the same quantity of
“Restorative Tonic,” while for any pain “use Dr. Miles’
Anti-Pain Pills.”

b Sufferers from epilepsy are told that “few remedies
., are more beneficial in the treatment of this disease than
i55334222455a%32 the Restorative Nervine.” Should the patient not improve
as rapidly as expected, the company urges that the case
should be reported to it and its “specialist will give advice free of charge as to
the best treatment in such exceptional cases.” One is led to believe also that the
morphin habit may be cured by the combined use of the “Restorative Nervine,”
“Restorative Tonic,” “Dr. Miles’ Liver Pills” and “Dr. Miles’ Anti-Pain Pills”:
“If not benefited in a month write for advice” For rheumatism purchase a
bottle of “Nervine” to which “add 1 ounce of salicylate of soda”; should the
case prove obstinate add, in addition, “4 drams wine of colchicum,” using of
course, “Dr. Miles’ Liver Pills” and the “Anti-Pain Pills.”

The public is told that it must not infer—as it might possibly do—that “Dr.
Miles’ Restorative Remedies” are “cure-alls”; the company expressly insists
that they are not. “There may be complications in your case that require the
special advice of a skilled physician,” if then the results obtained from
“Restorative Nervine” are not satisfactory write to the Miles Medical Company
and, if one is to believe the advertisements, “reliable advice will be furnished
you by a competent physician.”
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Because of the number of inquiries that have been received about Dr.
Miles’ Restorative Nervine the preparation was analyzed in the Association’s
laboratory. A condensed statement of the analysis follows:

LABORATORY REi’ORT

“Dr. Miles’ Restorative Nervine—This preparation is a brown liquid having
a sweetish-saline taste and an odor of a mixture of flavoring oils, among which
the oils of lemon and cloves could be detected. Qualitative tests demonstrated
the presence of ammonia (combined form), potassium, sodium, a small amount
of calcium, a trace of iron, bromin, a small amount of chlorin and sulphate
ion, also benzoic acid (combined form), sugar and color resembling caramel.
From a consideration of quantitative determinations, which also were made,
the following formula would produce a mixture essentially similar to the
preparation:

- Ammonium bromid (NHBr) ....... ..., 1.13 gm.
Potassium bromid (KBr) ........c..iiiiiiiininneinns 9.87 gm.
Sodium bromid ...t i i it e e 6.93 gm.
Sodium chlorid ... ... i i i e e, 0.24 gm.
Sodium benzoate ......viiiiiiti ittt ittt 0.85 gm.
T e 54.0 gm.

Caramel, sufficient to color
Oil of lemon and cloves to flavor
Water to make ...........c0ciitiiiniinnnnnrennannnn 100.00 c.c.

“The average single dose for an adult is given as two teaspoonfuls. Assum-
ing one teaspoonful to be equivalent to 4 c.c. the total bromid content corre-
sponds to 23.4 grains potassium bromid. This dose, given three times a day,
makes the daily dose contain in bromids the equivalent of 70 grains of potas-
sium bromid.”

From the analysis it appears that “Dr. Miles’ Restorative Nervine” is
another one of the numerous bromid mixtures that have become so common
since the passage of the Food and Drugs Act. The bromids, while powerful
drugs, are’not among those that the federal law requires must be declared, both
qualitatively and quantitatively, on the label. The well marked physiologic
effects of the bromids impress the public with the potency of any ‘nostrum that
contains them. Every carton of the “Nervine” bears the statement in large
letters :

“Dr. Miles’ Restorative Nervine contains no alcohol, opium, morphine, heroin, chloral
hydrate, chloroform, cocain, alpha or beta eucaine, cannabis indica or acetanilid.”

It fails to mention that the nostrum does contain very definite quantities of
the depressing bromids which, when taken in ignorance of their presence, may
dose the sufferer into physical and mental inactivity. No wonder the “patent
medicine” interests fight formula disclosure—(From The Journal A. M. A.,
Sept. 9, 1916.)

MisBranNDED.—A consignment of Dr. Miles’ Restorative Nervine was shipped
by Charles Franklin Miles, Andrew H. Beardsley and Albert R. Beardsley,
trading as the Dr. Miles Medical Co., Elkhart, Ind. Analysis showed the
product to consist essentially of a watery solution of sugar, benzoic acid,
arsenic, and bromids and chlorids of ammonium, calcium, potassium and
sodium, colored and flavored. Falsely and fraudulently advertised. C. F.
Miles fined $200 and costs and A. R. and A. H. Beardsley each fined $100 and
costs.—[Notice of Judgment No. 5891; issued May 14, 1918.]

PEEBLES' INSTITUTE OF HEALTH

Peebles’ “epilepsy cure” is put out by the Dr. Peebles’ Institute of Health,
Battle Creek, Mich. This company has for its chairman, J. M. Peehles, M.D.,
and for its treasurer and general manager, W. T. Bobo, M.D).
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Essentially, each 100 c.c. of the solution contains approximately 88 gm.
ammonium bromid, 9.7 gm. potassium bromid and 8.1 gm. sodium bromid. Calcu-
lating from the bromid determination, each meal-time dose, one teaspoonful
(1 fluidram), contains the equivalent of 17.6 grains potassium bromid, and each
daily dose (5 teaspoonfuls) corresponds to 88.0 grains of potassium bromid.

The directions on every bottle of “Dr. M. W. Waterman’s Tonic Restorative”
give the following dosage for adults:

“One teaspoonful after each meal and two at bedtime, in a wine-glassful or more of water.”

As the chemists’ report shows, these five teaspoonfuls of the Waterman
nostrum contain the equivalent of 88 grains of potassium bromid. As in all
“epilepsy cures,” the natural tendency of the person taking the Waterman
nostrum is to increase the dose. This explains the testimonials that are written
by those who use such prepargtions. By increasing the dose of the bromids to a
point far beyond that of safety the epileptic attacks are suppressed at the expense
of permanent injury to, and brutalization of, the patient. To the non-medical
mind, suppression of the attacks passes for a “cure.” How much the Waterman
concern, in common with other exploiters of “epilepsy cures,” cares for the health
or safety of the person using its nostrum, may be judged by the statement
appearing on the label under “Doses and Directions”:

4 “Norte. —If these doses are not sufficient to stop the ‘Fits’ and ‘Spasms’ increase the
OSeC.

In other words, the Waterman Institute would leave the dosage of the nostrum
entirely to the judgment of the user. And the public is not told that the stuff
contains bromids, while it is assured that the preparation is “safe.”—(From The
Journal A. M. A., March 6, 1915.)

SOME ‘BRIEFER PARAGRAPHS

E-Lep-Tine.—This is an epilepsy cure of the usual type. It is put on the
market by the Miller Medicine Company, St. Mary’'s, Kan. In addition to its
“cure for fits” the Miller Medicine Company also puts out a purgative tablet
“Rellim”-—a rather obvious inversion of Miller. E-Lep-Tine has been marketed
under the usual misleading claims, and there is nothing about the advertising
matter to lift this product above the mediocrity of worthlessness common to
epilepsy nostrums. “A large number of so-called ‘cures’ have been offered to
afflicted persons,” says the Miller Medicine Company, “but very few of them
have effected any absolute cures.” But:

“Dr. Miller has to his credit now more cures than any practicing physician.”

The references in the advertising matter to the fact that taking E-Lep-Tine
will produce drowsiness in the patient and, in certain instances, “cause small
pimples to show on the body” naturally lead one to conclude that the essential
drug in E-Lep-Tine, as might be expected, is some form of the bromids.

The Indiana State Board of Health in the second edition of its bulletin,
Medical Frauds, gives the following information regarding E-Lep-Tine:

Sodium and potassium bromides.................... 16 per cent.
Alcoho] L i i i et e i e 6 per cent.
Ammonium valerate.

The Indiana chemists also state that while the price of this nostrum is $1.75,

its value is 10 cents.—(From The Journal A. M. A., June 12, 1915.)

Herbetta Curine.—This nostrum is put on the market by the Herbetta Medi-
cine Co., Indianapolis, Ind. According to the advertising matter:

“Herbetta Curine is not an old remedy worked over. . . . it is not a nostrum or
patent medicine. It is a scientific combination of four tablets discovered only after prolonged
and diligent experience and research.”
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The company says that Herbetta Curine is not a cure-all; it is merely
intended :

“To improve the digestion and assimilation of food.”

““To restore tone and vigor to the wornout and exhausted nervous system.”
“To restore the natural action of the liver, kidneys and bowels.”

“To make rich blood.”

“To put health and life into the whole body.” .

“To restore the sexual organs to their natural functions.”

A specimen of Herbetta Curine was received from a correspondent recently.
The package contained three envelopes labeled 1, 2 and 3, respectively, and in
addition a number of red tablets. The following examination is reported by the
Association’s laboratory :

Enverore No. 1:—This contained small, light green tablets. Tests indicated
that these tablets contained a water-soluble phosphate of iron.

EnveLore No. 2:—This contained small gray tablets which were very bitter
and probably consisted essentially, or largely, of some “bitter tonic.”

EnveLore No. 3:—This contained small green tablets which responded to tests
for aloes or aloin. These tablets constituted the. laxative agent in the “trcat-
ment.” :

Rep TaBLETS :—These had a strong odor of sassafras and tests indicated that
they were essentially strontium and potassium bromid.

Each “treatment” costs $5 and the company offers to issue a ‘‘guarantee” to
the effect that after thirteen treatments are taken the victim may have subsequent
treatments for $1.50 each ‘“‘as long as treatment may be needed.”—(From The
Journal A. M. A., June 12, 1915.)

Kosine.—This nostrum, sold by the Kosine Company, Washington, D. C,, has
been advertised as “A Reliable Remedy for Epilepsy, St. Vitus Dance and all
nervous disorders due to a discased condition of the nervous system.” The stuff
was analyzed by the chemists of the Connecticut State Agricultural Station in
1914 and found to be a watery solution containing approximately 11 grains of
antipyrin, 100 grains of ammonium bromid and 31 grains of sodium bromid—or,
to quote: “The analysis shows that the activity of the remedy depends largely
on bromids, drugs commonly used in the various epilepsy ‘cures’ on the market.
It is well recognized by competent authorities that the bromids are not a ‘cure’
for epilepsy, but simply a palliative or sedative tending to suppress the attacks. .
There is no drug treatment known that will curc this disease, which is one of
the most intractable diseases to trcat. Furthermore, the long-continued use of
bromids is not without danger.” Although $1.50 is charged for the nostrum the
Connecticut chemists estimate that “the amount of drugs in the 16 oz. bottle of
Kosine would cost at retail about 7Y% cents.”

Lepso.—This nostrum is sometimes advertised under the name of M. Lepso,
Box 226, Milwaukee, Wis., and at other times by the Lepso Company, Island
Avenue, Milwaukee. In addition to advertising in the cheap magazines the
Lepso Company has obtained the names of victims by purchasing them from
letter brokers. In this connection the following paragraph from a circular letter
sent out by the Lepso Company is interesting:

“A dealer in lists of names informed me that he had some names of people who are
afflicted with Epilepsy for sale and he thought that I could use these names. I inquired as
to how he happened to get his list of names am.i was informed that a so-called Epileptic
Remedy company had sold them to him. So evidently once upon a time you must have
answered an advertisement of a so-called company. It was certainly surprising for me to
learn that these companies have no more loyalty or respect for the confidence of their
customers than to betray them in this manner. As for myself, I would never think of
selling the names of people who answer OUR ad. We keep all .lett.ers strictly confidential
as any firm ought to have honor enough to do. Well, I got this list of names from this
dealer because I know that our ‘LEPsO’ is a real fit remedy.”
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After a cursory analysis of Lepso in 1911 the Association’s laboratory
reported:

“Contains bromids equivalent to about 6.8 grams potassium bromid in each
fluidounce.”

As the dose recommended was one-half ounce, this was equivalent to giving
3.4 grams (51 grains) of potassium bromid to the dose. Such a dangerous

e,
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mixture may be sold indiscriminately to the public without warning or even
mention of presence of bromids.—(From The Journal A. M. A., June 12, 1915.)

Peeke’s Cure.—W. H. Peeke, 4 Cedar Street, New York, advertises and sells
a “cure for fits.” Peeke styles himself “Professor” and has the letters “F.D.”"—
whatever they may mean—after his name. Those who answer Peeke’s advertise-
ments are sent a free bottle of his “infallible remedy” and a thirty-two-page
pamphlet purporting to discuss epilepsy and its treatment. Peeke seems to be
particularly bitter against His competitors and especially against those who, he
asserts, have copied his booklet. “None of these rascally quacks,” says Peeke,
“possess intelligence sufficient to correctly compose ten words of a medical
treatise.” According to Peeke, the cause of epilepsy is “disharmony of the
action of the double nervous system.” A full-size bottle of the cure is sold
for $3. Peeke claims that his remedy is “absolutely harmless”.and that “the
tender babe, the delicate woman, the sturdy vigorous man can alike take it.”

A cursory examination of the nostrum was made in the Association’s labora-
tory. The report follows:

“The specimen was a brown solution having a salt-like, bitter taste and an
alkaline reaction. Alcohol, alkaloids and iodids were absent. Quantitative tests
indicated the presence of bromin and ammonia equivalent to about 13.7 gm. of
sodium bromid and about 4.1 gm. of ammonium bromid in each 100 c.c. of the
preparation. The residue on drying amounted to about 18.4 gm. in each 100 c.c.
Small amounts of an alkali, probably sodium carbonate and of a bitter substance,
probably gentian, were present.”

The analysis shows that Peeke’s Remedy, like practically every other “cure
for fits,” depends for its action on bromids. Peeke's nostrum does not even have
the saving grace of novelty. Even the false and misleading claims are old. The
labels on the stuff contain the following statements:

“A perfectly safe remedy.”
“Contains nothing whatever that will be injurious to either body or mind.”
“It can be used with perfect safety by the youngest or oldest sufferer.”

A preparation of the bromids is not a “perfectly safe remedy” in the hands
of uninstructed laymen, neither in such hands can the preparation “be used with
perfect safety”; nor is it true that it “contains nothing whatever that will be
injurious to either body or mind.” It would seem that the federal authorities
have three counts on which to declare this product misbranded under the Food
and Drugs Act—(From The Journal A. M. A., Nov. 30, 1912.)

MisBraNDED.—Parker R. Whitcomb, who traded as “Prof. W. H. Peeke, F. D,
New York,” sold a nostrum which the federal chemists declared was essentially
a solution of sodium bromid and ammonium carbonate in water. Whitcomb
claimed that his stuff was a cure for epilepsy and fits. The government declared,
on the contrary, that it was not, and that the claims were false and fraudulent

Google



Original from
MEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY

Digitized by Google

9|6006-sn-pd#asn~ssadoe/bi03sniyiyrey mmm//:diy / paznibip-916009 ‘saiels paliun 9yl ul urewoq dlqnd
TL08L¥900€EvE€ dAu/Lz0Z/ARU dIPURY |PY//:d1Y / LIND 8€:9T 81-90-GT0Z UO (|IIH [2deyD 1e euljoie) YMON Jo ASIDAIUN) 13941eqp 104 PajeISUSD



EPILEPSY CURES 159

and made knowingly and in reckless and wanton disregard of their truth or
falsity. Whitcomb pleaded guilty and was fined $50.—[Notice of Judgment No.
4447 ; issued Oct. 16, 1916.]

Samaritan Nervine.—Shipped about January, 1913, by the Dr. S. A. Richmond
Nervine Co., St. Joseph, Mo. Analysis showed the preparation to contain nearly
19 per cent. of potassium bromid, with indications of atropin. Falsely and
fraudulently represented as a specific for epilepsy, seminal weakness, every form
of kidney disorder, pulmonary affections, rheumatism, gout and heart disease,
and as a cure for scrofula, syphilis, loss of -hearing and paralysis. Fine, $45
and costs, imposed Sept. 18, 1917.—[Notice of Judgment No. 6309; issued May
10, 1919.]
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ing further was heard from the Commissioner of Internal Revenue and in
June, 1914, the office of the Commissioner was again written to. In reply the
Internal Revenue officials stated that it had had Lydia Pinkham’s Vegetable
Compound under consideration and ‘“as such preparation is now [Italics ours.
Eb.] compounded and placed on the market, it measures up to the standard
adopted by this office. . . .” This letter was written June 9, 1914. Pack-
ages of Lydia Pinkham’'s Vegetable Compound purchased soon thereafter bore
a special label on the bettle and the carton bore a small sticker with the

words, “NEw FORM ADOPTED June 12, 1914." The

BACKACHE

special label on the bottle bore in part the fol-
A SY"PTUM “It may be found that this medicine has a diperent taste

;

lowing significant statements:
and appearance from the Compound as formerly prepared.

Of More Serious [llness Ap- Th‘is is because it is now improved by certain additions.
proaching. Mrs. Ben- . “Understand that it contains precisely the same medicinal
der’s Case. ingredients as formerly and in the same proportions, and
- consequently retains all its old virtues. The change made
Jlabaie v e sympom of nriani: with the aid of forty dvears’ experience is simply that the
Raghache domy mememint Mycabae medicine s stronger and contains some new herbs possessing

:,'m".:;:;;:'yv;:;n:&mu-:ré-~:~ valuable medicinal properties. . . .” [lItalics ours.——Eb.]

der’s experience

%t James, Mo.~"About a vear age | . . N

23t b erampe fvery month As it is a most unusual thing for nostrum manu-
L E e facturers to admit changes in their formula—unless

ham's Vegetable

Compound a0 anes there are very urgent reasons for doing so—the

the Sanatine Wash

amalamrchecdot | agsumption is justified that a hint from the Internal

alt my trrubles and

il ecnmeaan Revenue Department caused the Pinkham concern to

our mediine to all . .

w 4;:;:?‘-“:5:;;“,;: add more drugs to its alcoholic nostrum. The pro-
Simomial [ e beneft of other wulfer prietor of a large pharmaceutical jobbing house in
e her Case. Chicago reports that since the formula has been
Dixan, loma ol hace been Voo changed a number of complaints have come in from

pound Inr some hime and 1t has done

e g My b teied e retail druggists to the eﬁect that the nostrum does

Tk pain and | may ot o reqular a0 not “‘keep” but is “blowing up” on their shelves.—

fl.;'"::k‘Z‘.‘,‘;..';”‘:?.‘:;;."-".’..’:.‘,"‘L"‘,‘.;: (From The Journal A. M. A., May 15, 1915.)

16 you bave the slightost doubt MisBraNDED.—Lydia Pinkham’s Vegetable Com-
E pound was reported by the government to contain

17.9 per cent. alcohol, and 0.56 grains of solids to

each 100 c.c, with vegetable extractive material

will be opened, read and an-

::;vdby‘:m.ndbddh present. It was falsely and fraudulently claimed
== : by the manufacturers to be effective as a remedy for
In this more recent ad- falling of the womb, leucorrhea, inflammation and
vcrtisc{lncnt. it will be ulceration of the womb, for curing diseases of women
that women are no . N . )
longer told to write 1o and for all female ailments and affections, diseases
“Mrs. Pinkham” but to of the bladder, and effective as a cure for dysmenor-

the “Lydia E. Pinkham

M e dicine Co. rhea, uterine tumors, diseases of the ovaries, etc.,

and as a preventive of miscarriage, “when, in truth
and in fact, it was not.” ‘the Pinkham company was fined $50.—[Notice of
Judgment No. 4997 ; issued Jan. 30, 1918.]

PISO'S TABLETS AND MICAJAH'S WAFERS

In THE JournaL for March 26, 1910, there appeared a laboratory report on
“Micajah’s Medicated Uterine Wafers,” a preparation purporting to be sold only
to physicians. The original report on Micajah's Wafers stated that the product
l.ad, approximately, the foliowing composition:

Alum, dried ....... ... ... . ... i ....59.86 per cent.
Borax, dried ...........c.iuiit i e e 15.62 per cent.
Boric acid ..ot e e e e e e 5.67 per cent.
Water of Lydration, .. ...ttt ittt 18.85 per cent.
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Such information as we have on file indicates that Micajah & Co. is prac-
tically a trade-name under which William A. Talbott does business; that Wil-
liam A. Talbott is secrctary and manager of the Piso Company, and that he
and his sister are said to control the Piso concern. The Piso Company is well, if
not favorably known by the nostrum it used to advertise as “Piso’s Consumption
Cure.” The name of this “patent medicine” has been modified first to “Piso’s
Cure, A Medicine for Coughs, Colds, etc.,” and more recently to “Piso’s Remedy,
A Medicine for Coughs and Colds.” *

Present purchasers of the quondam “consumption cure” find attached to the
cork of the hottle a small envelope containing samples of “Piso’s Tablets.” Those
who peruse the less-particular newspapers may also read that “Piso’s Tablets
are recommended as the best local remecdy for women’s ailments” and that
“two weeks" treatment and an article ‘Causes of Diseases in Women’” will be
“mailed frec” to those who write to the Piso Company.

Those who purchase a box of Piso’s Tablets learn from the label that the
preparation is “prepared after the prescription of M. C. Talbott, M.D.” We fail
to find any record of a physician of this name, although the medical directories
of about thirty years ago refer to a Dr. Micajah C. Talbott, of Warren, Pa,,

REE TO WOMEN—PISO'S TABLETS
are recommended as the best local remedy
for women's ailments. Easy to use, prompt to
relieve, 7Two wveks treatment, and an article
“Causes of Diseases in Women” masicd Mes

THE PISO COMPANY, BOX E, WARREN, PA..

who was graduated in 1861 by the University of Buffalo Medical Department,
The practical identity of the manufacturers of Piso’s Tablets and Micajah's
Uterine Wafers, suggested the likelihood of the identity of the “tablets” and
“wafers” themselves and it sccmed worth while to analyze both of these products
and compare them. This was dore and the report of the Association’s laboratory
follows:

LABORATORY REPORT

Original specimens of “Micajah’s Medicated Uterine Wafers” and
“Piso’s Tablets,” respectively, were submitted to the Chemical Laboratory
for examination. The pasteboard box, labeled *“Micajah’s Medicated
Uterine Wafers,” manufactured by Micajah and Co., Warren, Pa., con-
tained twenty-five hexagonal wafers. Piso’s Tablets manufactured by
Piso Company, Warren, Pa., consisted of 12 cylindrical tablets in a cylin-
drical wooden box.

Both “Micajah’s Wafers” and “Piso’s Tablets” are white, odorless and
possess an astringent taste. They are soluble in water with difficulty, the
resulting solution being acid to Iitmus. [lot hydrochloric acid and alkali
hydroxids dissolve the powdered substances, leaving a small amount of
residue. In both cases lycopodium was identified by microscopic com-
parisons. Both “Micajah’s Medicated Uterine Wafers” and “Piso's’
Tablets” responded to the same qualitative tests, affirming the presence
of aluminum, sodium, potassium, borate, sulphate and a trace of fatty
material. From the dificulty in effecting solution, the alum in both cases
is probably “burnt” alum. The acidity of both samples, respectively, was
practically the same.
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From the chemists’ report it will be seen that, as might have been expected,
“Micajah’s Uterine Wafers” are essentially identical with “Piso’s Tablets.” - The
“Piso’s Tablets” advertising matter is of the type common to such nostrums.
The underlying theme throughout all of it is to the effect that practically every-
thing that ails a woman is likely to be due to some form of “womb trouble” and
that the remedy par excellence for “womb trouble” is “Piso’s Tablets,”—(Modi-
fied from The Journal A. M. A., Sept. 25, 1915.)

VIMEDIA

The Vimedia Company of Kansas City, Mo., seems to be conducted along lines
very similar to those of the Viavi concern described in “Nostrums and Quack-
ery”. (1912). The Vimedia Company is said to have been incorporated under
the laws of Missouri in October, 1905. Its president, apparently, is one J. C.
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RANBAS CITY,. MO. .

Fuller and its secretafy and treasurer, V. H. Laederich. It is significant that a
branch of the Viavi company (“Central Viavi Company” of Kansas City, Mo.)
used to have for its president, V. H. Laederich, and for its vice president and
secretary, J. C. Fuller.

The Vimedia Company does business both by mail and by means of
agents. It uses the most approved “patent medicine” methods in making claims
for its preparations, viz., by means of testimonials. As with the Viavi concern
the Vimedia “treatment” comprises a number of products. Analyses of several
of these preparations have been made by J. E. Norman and published in a

Photographic reproductions (greatly reduced) of some of the leaflet advertisements qf
“Vimedia” in which testimonials are used to lead the public to believe that the nostrums will
cure such conditions as *“Paralysis,” *“Fibroid Tumors,” “Womb Displacement,” “Neuri-
tis,” etc.

Special Bulletin issued by the State Agricultural Experiment Station of North
Dakota for July and August, 1915. The report of the North Dakota chemists
as given in this Bulletin may be summarized as follows:

Vimepia LiQuin: The price of this product is $8 for twelve tablespoonfuls.
It was reported to contain 10 per cent. alcohol and small amounts of hydrastin
and verberin (two alkaloids from golden seal) and also small amounts of sugar,
glycerin and ammonia.
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Vimepia CeraTe: This preparation for external use only was sold at $8 for
6 ounces. Over 95 per cent. of this ointment was reported to consist of a mix-
ture of petrolatum (vaseline) and cocoa butter; the remainder, according to the
chemist, consists of “plant tissue, hydrastin and a small amount of starch.”

ViMepIA CapsuLes: This preparation, sold for “uterine treatment,” consists
of 84 capsules, price $8. The chemists reported that over 86 per cent. of the
contents of each capsule was found to consist of cocoa butter, giving a faint
reaction for what was apparently hydrastin. The remainder of the contents
was said to consist essentially of plant tissue and starch frlm golden seal.

Vimepia TaBLeTs: These come in packages of 90 tablets, price $1. They
were reported to contain over 11 per cent. of ash and large amounts of starch,
the latter mainly in the form of corn-starch with small amounts of plant tissue.
The mineral matter was reported to consist of small an-ounts of iron, magnesia,
silicates, chlorids and nitrates.

ViMmepia SurrosiToriEs: Consists of a box of 1 suppositories, price $8,
and is claimed to be efficacious for rectal treatment. ‘rThe North Dakota chem-
ists reported that the suppositories were found to contai.: cocoa butter and a
small amount of hydrastin.

Vimepia Laxative: This sold for 50 cents and consisted of 40 pellets. The
chemists reported finding that these laxative pills were sugar coated and con-
tained extract of glycerrhiza (licorice) and quinin.

The North Dakota report closes with this comment: “Certainly, rather
extravagant prices considering the ingredients of which these preparations are
composed. An examination of this product calls to mind the V.avi preparations
which are similar in character; while the circular accompanying the preparations
does not give a thoughtful person much faith in the efficacy of this class of
preparations as a cure-all for the numerous ailments enumerated. One pays
$33.50 for these six preparations intended as Vimedia Home Treatment, which
would probably last one month and then the order wetnld need to be repeated.
The cost of a single item would, in the writer's judgment. furnish a profit for
the entire list."—(From “Female Weakness Cures” pamphlet, 1918.)

WINE OF CARDUI

“Wine of Cardui” is an alcoholic nostrum sold as the “Woman's Tonic.”
Careful and exhaustive chemical and pharmacologic examinations of this prepa-
ration showed that “Wine of Cardui” contained no wine but did contain alcoho!
as its active and potent ingredient. The alcohol was present to the extent of
one-fifth (20 per cent.) of the total volume; in other words, it had about twice
the alcoholic strength of champagne., In addition, it was found to contain small
amounts of the extractives of blessed thistle (Carduus benedictus) and insig-
nificant amounts of the extractives of black haw (Viburnum prunifolium).
Blessed thistle is a weed that was used as a medicine many years ago but has
long been discarded as worthless. The medicinal value of black haw also is
questionable.

The alleged history of this nostrum is typical. It was claimed that many
years ago an Indian squaw made a tea—not a “wine”—from some blessed thistle
and gave it to a girl who was suffering pain at the menstrual period and who
was said to have been relieved thereby. The girl's mother, according to the
story, asked the squaw for some of the herbs which were given her and among
which she found some seeds. These seeds are said to have been planted and in
later years a decoction of the thistle was put up in bottle form. The method of
making Wine of Cardui in those days seems to have been to soak the weed in
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A SUMMARY

No better summary of the case against Wine of Cardui can be given than
to quote the conclusions reached by various chemists and pharmacologists who,
during 1915-1916, made personal examinations of the product.

A. H. Clark, Professor of Chemistry of the University of Illinois, School of
Pharmacy, said regarding his work:

“This analysis shows conclusively that Wine of Cardui contains none

of those drugs (except alcohol) which are considered active or potent.”

W. D. McAbee, Assistant Chemist of the Indiana State Board of Health,
reported, after he had examined it: :

“The analyses indicate that aside from the alcohol, Wine of Cardui
contains no potent ingredient in quantities capable of producing any
physiologic effects.”

Dr. A. B. Stevens, Professor of Pharmacy and Secretary of the College of
Pharmacy of the University of Michigan, concluded from his experiments:

“(1) Wine of Cardui does not contain any potent ingredient except
alcohol. (2) Wine of Cardui is not a wine except in name. (3) Wine
of Cardui probably contains extracts from Viburnum prunifolium and
Carduus benedictus. (4) Alcohol is not necessary as a preservative of
the constituents of Wine of Cardui. (5) The presence of 20 per cent.
of alcohol in Wine of Cardui, without medicinally active constituents,
permits its use as an alcoholic beverage.”

Dr. Ralph W. Webster, Assistant Professor of Pharmacology and Thera-
peutics, Rush Medical College, after his examination, reported:

“The effects observed on myself were identical after taking the Wine
of Cardui and the alcohol; viz., absolutely no effects other than those
of alcohol.” ‘

Dr. A. S. Loevenhart, Professor of Pharmacology and Toxicology of the
University of Wisconsin said, based on his investigations:

“The conclusion reached is that Wine of Cardui produces purely an
alcoholic effect, the other constituents being entirely inert. It may be
readily used as an intoxicant.”

Emerson R. Miller, acting Assistant Professor of Plant Chemistry, and
Chemist of the Pharmaceutical Experiment Station, University of Wisconsin,
reported :

“From the work done I conclude that Wine of Cardui does not con-
tain any physiologically active substances, except alcohol, in more than
extremely small amounts, and that the preparation might be used as an
alcoholic beverage.” :

Dr. A. J. Carlson of the Hull Physiological Laboratory, University of
Chicago, carried out a series of experiments with Wine of Cardui on women,
‘men and dogs. He summarized his findings as follows:

“(1) McElree's Wine of Cardui, apart from the alcohol, does not con-
tain any emetic principle or substances causing nausea, vomiting or diar-
rhea, even when taken in quantities up to two whole bottles in a single
dose. (2) McElree’s Wine of Cardui may be taken by women in suf-
ficient quantities to induce marked alcoholic intoxication without pro-
ducing any effect on the uterine tonus or on the menstruation., (3) There
is nothing in McElree’s Wine of Cardui to prevent its use as an alcoholic
beverage."—(From “Female Weakness Cures”’ pamphlet, 1918.)

Now Contains Ten Per Cent. Alcohol.—Consider the case of “Wine of
Cardui.” This “woman’s tonic” which, before the days of the Food and Drugs
Act, was “a Certain Cure” and “Nature’s Great Emmenagogue” later admitted
(as per the law's requirements) the presence of alcohol to the extent of 20
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per cent. Repeated and exhaustive experiments by some of the best chemists
and pharmacologists in the country conclusively demonstrated that the alcohol
was the most powerful and active drug in it. THE JourNAL’s first extended
article on this product brought the claim from the manufacturers that no more
alcohol was used than was “needed as a solvent and preservative” and the
further declaration that they had “employed leading chemists who have sought
widely for another preservative, but without success.” In the court action that
followed THE JoUrRNAL's exposés the Wine of Cardui concern again emphasized
its inability to diminish the amount of the alcohol. As the company's attorney
said tn his opening statement, Wine of Cardui had been submitted to one of
the great chemists in the United States ‘“for the purpose of ascertaining whether
or not any other solvent or preservative could be used rather than alcohol.”
This great chemist “found that 20 per cent. of alcohol was the exact amount
that would answer the purposes and that anything substantially beneath that
amount would make the medicine spoil and would no longer act either as
a solvent or as a preservative.” “Wine of Cardui” continued to contain 20
per cent. of alcohol—the irreducible minimum, according to the manufacturers;
an unnecessarily large amount, according to the medical profession. Then came
national prohibition. Today Wine of Cardui contains 10 per cent. alcohol and
its preservative powers have been fortified by the addition of benzoates. Verily,
the wonders of science are as nothing to the marvels of legislation ! —(Modified
from The Journal A. M. A., Feb. 28, 1920.)

SOME BRIEFER PARAGRAPHS

Mrs. Ida M. Ade.—The Kokomo Medicine Company of Kokomo, Ind.,
advertised a ‘“free home treatment for female trouble” under the name of Mrs.
Ida M. Ade. Those who wrote to Mrs. Ade for the treatment got a form letter
printed in imitation handwriting. Mrs. Ade recommended the recipient of her
letter to order a 30-day “Vitopian Home Treatment,” put up by the Kokomo
Medicine Company. By the same mail a stock letter and a small box containing
a few pills and two vaginal suppositories came from the Kokomo Medicine
Company. The letter gave the price of the 30-day treatment as $3.50, but stated
that, on Mrs. Ade’s urging, they had “decided to allow you the regular wholesale
discount,” which would bring the price down to $3.00. The whole scheme was
typical mail-order quackery.—(From The Journal A. M. A., Oct. 4, 1913.)

Alorine Antiseptic Suppository.—Henry E. Currey, who did business under
the trade name Live and Let Live Drug Co. at Baker, Ore., was charged with
shipping this preparation in violation of the federal Food and Drugs Act. The
government chemists reported that Alorine Antiseptic Suppository was made
of cacao-butter and contained quinin sulphate, boric acid and tannic acid. The
circular around the bottle contained the following claims:

“A prompt and effectual Relief for Leucorrhea, . . . Tumors, Polypus, Profuse and
Difficult Menstruation, Laceration of Cervix, Gonorrhea, Falling of the Womb, and all Female
complaints in General. A remedy of great medicinal value; and has been used in hundreds
of the most severe cases, producing instant relief, followed by a speedy cure. . . . Impor
tant. The suppositories are a positive preventive and protection from Venereal Dis-
eases, R

The government very naturally declared that these claims were false and
frandulent and applied knowingly and in reckless and wanton disregard of
their truth or falsity. Currey was fined $50.—[Notice of Judgment No. 4929;
issued Oct. 17, 1917.]

Alpen Seal—Mrs. Georgia Palmer of Chicago advertises that she will
send a “free prescription” for the relief of women’s ailments. Those who
write receive a letter printed in imitation handwriting. The “prescription” is
printed in imitation typewriting on a prescription blank of George E. Flood,
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M.D., 79 Dearborn Street, Chicago. The ‘“‘prescription” contains three items:
Water, Fluid Extract of Black Haw and “Alpen Seal.” The joker, of course,
lies in the “Alpen Seal,” which is a “patent medicine” put on the market by
a concern calling itself the Alpen Chemical Company. Dr. George E. Flood of
79 Dearborn Street may also be found in the nostrum literature as the writer
of a testimonial for a bust developer put out by the Aurum Medicine Company,
also of 79 Dearborn Street. “Alpen Seal” is also advertised by the “prescription
fake” method 1n those newspapers that are not above sharing the profits of
nostrums of this type—(From The Journal A. M. A., Oct. 4, 191!?.)

“Andrews’ Wine of Life Root or Female Regulator” and “Andrews’ Wine
of Life Root Annex Powders.”—These imposingly named products were
shipped by Ernest L. Andrews, who traded as the Andrews Manufacturing
Co., Bristol, Tenn. The “Female Regulator,” according to the federal chem-
ists’ analysis, contained over 14 per cent. alcohol; considerable sugar and small
amounts of methyl salicylate and tannin. The “Annex Powders” were com-
posed of almost equal parts of common salt and baking soda with a small
amount of washing soda. The “Female Regulator” was represented as a
remedy for all diseases peculiar to the female sex, as a regulator of all derange-
ments of the menstrual organs, as a panacea for woman’'s ills, as a remedy for
sterility and, in fact, as a cure for all diseases from which women suffer, pro-
vided it was used in connection with the “Annex Powders.” These claims
were declared false and fraudulent. Andrews was fined $50 and costs.—[Notice
of Judgment No. 4943, issued Oct. 17, 1917.]
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Part of the advertising paraphernalia of the Atlanta Remedy Company. Compare with
the “Health Certificate” (reproduced on another page) issued by the “Woman’s Remedy
Company” of San Francisco, which was operated by the same concern. The “Free Proof
Treatment” is a typical piece of medical mail-order flummery.

Atlanta Remedy Company.—The Atlanta Remedy Company of Atlanta, Ga.,
was another branch of the W. M. Griffin fakery with headquarters at Fort Wayne,
Ind. Dr. Lily M. Norrell was the stoolpigeon in this case. The methods
employed were practically identical with those used in the Bertha C. Day con-
cern;® the regular system of follow-up letters, “free proof treatment,” testi-
monials and a 144-page booklet, entitled “Health at Home for Women.” This
booklet was said to be “published by the Atlanta Remedy Company, Atlanta, Ga.”
Except for the first eight pages, which described Dr. Lily M. Norrell, “Medical

1. Exposed in *“Nostrums and Quackcery' (1912).
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Director, Atlanta Remedy Co.,” the book was printed from the same plates as,
and was identical with, the one issued by the “Woman's Remedy* Company,”
San Francisco, another of Griffin’s mail-order medical concerns. As in the case
of the Bertha C. Day concern, those who wrote to the Atlanta Remedy Company
for the free trial treatment also had saddled on them a so-called “special treat-
ment,” which was sent at the same time as the trial treatment. For the latter
the victim was asked to pay $2.00 or $2.50. The value of this treatment may be
gathered from the fact that if the victim refused to accept it the company did
not consider it worth while sending the 3 cents postage necessary for its
return. The business belonged in the same class as that of its prototype, the
“Bertha C. Day Company.”—(From The Journal A. M. A, Oct. 4, 1913.)

[This concern went out of business about the time the federal authorities
investigated Griffin’s other quack mail-order concerns.]

Mrs. F. Beard Company.—The Mrs. F. Beard Company of Dayton, O,
advertised in the classified columns of the newspapers, thus:

I DIES~Bend Ihc:” -catdloguce. Secrets
WwWewen snd box Tir. Baird's remedy.

. Beard Co.», Dayton,

.

Those who sent 25 cents received a batch of advertising of the remedies of
the F. Beard Company, and a small wooden box containing some black pills.
The label on the box referred the recipient to a red circular sent in the letter.
This circular urged the woman to “send immediately for Superb Pills No. 3,”
if the sample in the wooden box “does not bring about the monthly flow.”
According to the leaflet, “Superb Pills No. 3 are a new departure, being nrade
triple strength.” They were “made expressly for long-standing and aggravated
cases.” If taken each month “ladies will find themselves always regular,” thus
“saving them from worry” and pain. And the reader was told that “these pills
should be used every month as a preventive of irregularities.” Five dollars a
box was asked. In addition to the nostrums, the company also sold various
“rubber goods.”—(From The Journal A. M. A., Oct. 4, 1913.)

Gerstle’'s Female Panacea.—This preparation was made by the Gerstle Med-
icine Company of Chattanooga, Tenn., and like most “female panaceas” con-
tained alcohol—20 per cent. Government chemists analyzed it and found that,
in addition to alcohol and water, it contained “1.6 per cent of vegetable extractive
matter, including a trace of alkaloid.” The Government declared that, in reckless
and wanton disregard of the truth, it was falsely and fraudulently claimed that
the preparation was effective among other things as a female panacea for irreg-
ular, painful, profuse, or suppressed menses, whites, falling of the womb and
female weakness, “when, in truth and in fact, it was not.”” The company was
fined $37.50 and costs.—[Notice of Judgment No. 4837; issued Sept. 18, 1917.]

Hager Medical Company.—This concern put out a line of nostrums under
the inclusive title “Hager’s Famous Health Remedies.” The chief of these
seems to have been “Oak Balm,” which was said to be “prompt, pleasant and
permanent in its cures of all diseases of women,” and to be “the most powerful
analgesic (pain killer) remedy hitherto known and used in gynecological prac-
tice.” QOak Balm was recommended for practically every ill to which woman
is subject, and the inferential claim was made that the stuff would cure cancer.
Oak Balm was analyzed some timc ago by the state chemists of North Dakota,
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Tablets.” Analysis showed the “Female Pills No. 2” to consist essentially of
aloes, emodin and green vitriol, with indications of ergotin and a trace of crude
drug. The “Blood and Emmenagogue Remedy” was essentially iron, qumm
strychnin, and phosphate. The “Antiseptic Douche Powder” was esscntlally
boric acid, borax, alum, carbolic acid and oil of peppermint. The “Tea Tablets”
consisted essentially of milk sugar, oil of pennyroyal, iron and manganese oxids,
and probably a small amount of caramel. The “Vitalizer No. 200” consisted
essentially of iron, manganese, zinc, arsenic, phosphate, phosphid, and strychnin.
All were falsely and fraudulently advertised. Fine, $75.—[Notice of Judgment
No. 5820; issued May 29, 1918.]

Margaret M. Livingston —Margaret M. Livingston, M.D., of Chicago,
advertised in the “personal” columns of newspapers as a “specialist for diseases
of women.” Those who wrote for the “free booklet” which she offered to send,
received, in addition to the pamphlet lauding Dr. Livingston and her methods.
some printed slips describing various nostrums she had for sale. About 1910
Dr. Livingston seems to have been connected with a concern called the Central
Health Institute which sold “For-Me-Ka Oil Vitality Tonic Remedies.” On
Nov. 20, 1912, this woman was arrested and charged with giving information by
mail where an abortion would be performed. She was found guilty and fined
$150. Early in 1919 Margaret Livingston’s advertising booklets were being dis-
tributed from door to door in certain parts of Chicago. These dilated on the
alleged virtues of such nostrums as “Dr. Livingston’s Astringent Herb Tablets,”
“Dr. Livingston’s Snowdrop Tablets,” “Dr. Livingston's Medicinal Tampons,”
etc.

Martel’'s Female Pills.—These were put on the market by Ellis B. Kittson
(French Drug Company) and came in two forms, white and black. The white
pills, according to federal chemists, contained, essentially, aloes, ferrous sulphate
(green vitriol) and some alkaloid, together with indications of ginger. The
black pills had virtually the same composition but were differently coated. The
government declared that the claims made for these pills that they were a
remedy for suppression of the menses and painful menstruation and would
impart to the female reproductory organs the proper functional action and
restore the vitality of those organs were false and fraudulent. On July 10, 1917,
Kittson was fined $5.—[Notice of Judgment No. 5712; issued May 9, 1918.]

Martel’s Special Female Pills —These were also sold by Ellis B. Kittson
(French Drug Company). The federal chemists reported that analysis showed
them to contain, essentially, aloes, ferrous sulphate (green vitriol) and an uni-
dentified alkaloid together with indications of ginger. The circular accompany-
ing the pills represented them as a remedy for disturbances of the menstrual
functions and as effective to impart proper functional action to the female repro-
ductory organs, and as a remedy for suppressed menstruation, etc., claims which
the government charged were false and fraudulent. Kittson was fined $5.00.
—([Notice of Judgment No. 5711; issued May 9, 1918.]

Opaline Suppositories —Gabriel R. Summers who did business as Vanderhoof
& Co., South Bend, Ind., and whose advertisements have in the past appeared
as “Mrs. M. Summers,” sold among other nostrums “Opaline Suppositories.”
Analyzed by the federal chemists these suppositories were reported to be made
essentially of a mixture of borax, alum and opium. The label bore, among
other statements, these claims:

“The Famous Home Treatment for all forms of Female Wcakness. mcludmg Falling of
the Womb . . . Displacement . . . Unnatural Growths.

These claims the government officials declared to be false and fraudulent
and made knowingly, recklessly and wantonly. Summers was fined $50 and
costs.—[Notice of Judgment No. 4407 ; issued Oct. 16, 1916.]
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Orange Blossom Female Suppositories —John A. McGill, Chicago, Illinois,
has for years been selling a nostrum known as “Dr. Jno. A. McGill Orange
Blossom Female Suppositories.” Some of the claims that have been made for
this nostrum are:

“A famous remedy for all female diseases.” !

“The famous Suppository is a Noble Remedy for_the following diseases: Inflammation
Congestion and Falling of the Womb, Anteversion, Retroversion and_Prolapsus, Dropsy, of
the Womb, Ulceration, Polypus, Tumors, L_eucorrfiea Profuse and Difficult Menstruauo_n.
Ovarian Tumors, Fibroid Tumors, Inflammation and Congestion of the Ovaries, Cancers in
their Earlier States. . . .” :

T —
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SPECIAL LIST OFFER

Oear Madam.-

¥ you will send us a ist of npmes of twenty married ladies. we wil mail you o118 bea
of any of the Orange Blossom Suppository remedies for your trouble Please give the names
of any ladies you hnew to be sullering with female weakness. To the names thus oblained
we will mail Orange Biussom Suppositery crculers and s free wampla but youwr neme witt
net be mentioned in any way without your permission

Yours very respectiuily,
Or v A McG# & Co. Mot Inc

. Name Post Otfice County State
A St Av\\/__,_—-—-
To Druggists.

Nearly every druggist has learned by experience the
value of a “MAILING LIST”. Send us a list of the women who
live in the vicinity of your place of business with their correot
addresses, and we will send them attraotive and interesting
literature with your business card printed upon it. This will
inorease your business WITHOUT COST TO YOU. ALL
“LIVE” DRUCCISTS DO IT. .

DR. J. A. MoGILL & CO., Nt incan.
Cor. 20th St. and Indiana Ave., CHICACO.

Name. Street Number. City. State.
— ~— e
. Two methods used b{ McGill to obtain a “‘sucker list”: Letters sent to the wives o‘f'
village postmasters and letters sent to druggists asking for the names of “married ladies

who are suffering from “female weakness.”

The government chemists reported that analysis of the “Orange Blossom
Female Suppositories” showed that they contained “free boric acid, aluminum
salt, sulphate, potassium salt, sodium salt, starch and petrolatum [vaseline].”
As such a mixture will not cure “Cancers in their Earlier States,” “Falling of
the Womb” or the various other conditions claimed by John A. McGill, the
government declared these statements to be false and fraudulent and applied
knowingly and in reckless and wanton disregard of their truth or falsity. McGill
was fined $50 and costs.—[Notice of Judgment No. 4360, sssued Sept. 12, 1916.]

Phen-ix Chemical Company.—Sold “An-ti-seps—a modern female remedy,”
“Stargrass Compound—Nature’s tonic for women,” “Phen-ix-ine Nerve Vital-
izers” and “Earl’'s Kidney and Bladder Pills.” The concern advertised in the
classified columns of newspapers and by means of display advertisements. The
claims were absurd.—(From The Journal A. M. A., Oct. 4, 1913.)

Harriet M. Richards.—A name under which the Woman’s Mutual Benefit
COmpa'ny of Joliet, Ill, reached its dupes. *“Mrs. Richards” offered to send
her “sister woman” a “fifty-cent box of Balm of Figs Compound” which “will
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aromatics, essential oils, licorice, and bitter plant extractives. It contained
12.84 per cent. of alcohol by volume, but the label declared the presence of
45 per cent. of alcohol. The government authorities declared that the claims
made for the preparation, to the effect that it was a remedy for retarded, sup-
pressed, irregular, painful and imperfect menstruation, miscarriage, leukorrhea,
“palpitation of the heart,” ulceration of the womb, sore breasts, etc.,, and the
further claim that it was a regulator of the “monthly courses,” as well as a
remedy for hysteria and falling of the womb, were false and fraudulent. In
June, 1918, Erna D. Schade pleaded guilty and was fined $100 and costs.—
[Notice of Judgment No. 6422; issued Aug. 20, 1919.]

Sanova Company.—Sanova was said to be a “famous specific” for “female
weakness” and was put up in the form of vaginal suppositories. Under the
caption “Why Men Desert Their Wives,” the Sanova Company urged women

LADIES!

As mauy of you do not care to have your friends or neighbors kaow from what you
may be suffering. and as you naturally feel some delicacy about asking your local druggist
for a remedy for 'emale weakness, we save jou all this embarrassment, by supplying yBu
by mail.
. .. Samova is put up la telescope boxes. Each box con-
(aln.- one wmorth's treatment with plain directions for use.
The price 1s $1 00 per box or six boxes for $4 00.

S tsrateant 108

| FERiE SN

- 18 YOUR HEALTH WORTH ONE DOLLAR®*—Don't
.put it off. Delays are dangerous. Qur cemetcries are
Rlled with those who neglectad their health just a little
¢.0 long. Banota has donc more for -women suffering
{'ﬂE female neaknesa thag cll otber remedios cu od

to use their nostrum and thus “command the happiness and pleasures which
all women are intended to enjoy.” The concern sent out booklets of the
“scare” type; it also sold other *“patent medicines” as well as a “Ladies’
Syringe.” Worked the “free-trial treatment” dodge—(From The Journal A.
M. A, Oct. 4, 1913.)

Dr. Southington Remedy Company —This concern published, in suchh news-
papers as would accept them, advertisements to this effect:

‘“Ladies—$1,000 reward. I positively guarantee my great successful ‘monthly’ remedy.
Safely relieves some of the longest, most obstinate abnormal cases in three to five days.”

Those who wrote for information regarding this advertised abortifacient
were sent a stock letter and a booklet telling of the wonderful results of taking

“THE MEDICINE THAT MENDS™

oR. 8 THIN M
ouTH GTON'S DR S(KJTHIVCYON RFMLDV v .

IIGO-‘OLO 21819 New Motenn B
By 3 THE CBEAT RECULATING MIDKNI
COMPOUND tor Mame Troatment

POR WOMEN ONLY $PO® WOMEN UNLY

TEITED TWLLVE YEARD IN OUR OWN PRIVATE HOSFIT AL

Nmu CITY, MO,

“Dr. Southington’s Ergo-Kolo Female Compound for Women Only.” The
price of this “regulating compound” was $1.50 a package, “smgle strength,” but
the “double strength,” which was recommended *“for more obstinate cases.”
costs $2. Comment is superfluous.—(From The Journal A.M. A., Oct. 4, 1913.)
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Stella-Vitae.—“Star of Life” was put on the market by the Thacher Medi-
cine Company, Chattanooga, Tenn., and sold as a cure for “female weakness;"”
of course, it contained alcohol—20 per cent. The claims made were such as
to create in the minds of the purchasers the belief that it was an effective
remedy for all female weaknesses and diseases; was a cure for leukorrhea and
would correct all irregularities peculiar to women.
The government declared these claims false and
Druggists: fraudulent and applied knowingly and in reckless
and wanton disregard of their truth or falsity.
The company was fined $75 and costs.—[Notice
STELLA-VITAE } of Judgment No. 4389; issued Sept. 12, 1916.)

The Woman's Best Tonic Mrs. M. Summers.—Almost every one who has
1t's Splendud Marit Keeps it Setling looked over cheap magazines and not-too-partic-
TRY A HALF GROSS ular newspapers has seen the “Free to You—My
Your Profit is Sure Sister” advertisements put out under the name of
FEW REFUNDS ASKED FOR Mrs. M. Summers, South Bend, Ind. Mrs. M.
We Reimburse the Full Retsdh Prics Summers was the name under which Vanderhoof
& Co. exploited a mail-order “female-weakness
cure.” Like Mrs. Harriet M. Richards, Mrs.
Summers offered to send a “free trial” of her

OUR QUARANTEE SELL9

Write for Specisl Deat

m‘fns,mﬂtico' “home treatment.” Those who wrote for the

“free treatment” received some “Opaline Suppo-
sitories” for vaginal use. After the Food and

Drugs Act (“pure food law”) went into effect, the
Vanderhoof concern had to declare the presence of
opium in its suppositories, each suppository contain-
ing 1% grains of this drug. With the suppositories,
“Mrs. Summers” sent a sample of her “Compound
Antiseptic Powder for Ladies.” This antiseptic pow-
der was for the “cure,” among other things, of “sup-
pressed menstruation.” From the testimonials regard-
ing this powder we take the following, alleged to
have been written by a married woman:

“I had not been unwell for four months before commencing your treatment, and after
using it two weeks, I came around all right and have been regular ever since. .

Also, Vanderhoof & Co. sold “Vigor of Life.” This was said to be a mar-
velous cure for women who have lost the “personal magnetism” and other
“attractive attributes” that go with a “thoroughly developed and strong nervous
organism.” It was also good, we were told, “for women whose nervous
organism peculiar to the sex had never fully developed.” “Vigor of Life sup-
plies that which is” necessary to “make the marital relations harmonious and
complete,” Furthermore, this wonderful product “prevents the insidious ap-
proach of failing manhood”—all this for $1 a box.

Incidentally, “Mrs. Summers’ Harmless Headache Powder” was declared
misbranded under the federal Food and Drugs Act (“pure food law”). In-
stead of being harmless, the United States authorities declared that it was “in
truth and in fact injurious to health.” A plea of guilty was entered and a fine
imposed.—(From The Journal A. M. A., Oct. 4, 1913.)

Vis-Vit® Medicine Company.—Sent a “free trial treatment” consisting
of tablets for vaginal use. Used the follow-up system in keeping after its
victim. It was a somewhat paltry picce of quackery.—(From The Journal A.
M. A, Oct. 4, 1913.)
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Vital Fire Remedy Company.—This was one of the names under which one
Joseph H. Pilson conducted medical mail-order concerns from New York City
and Jersey City, respectively. Pilson sold “Compound Pills of Tansy” which,
according to a government report, he represented, in effect, would cause abor-
tion in pregnant women. The government called on Pilson to show cause
why a fraud order should not be issued against his concerns. In his answer
to the government’s charges Pilson declared that he never represented that
his “Compound Pills of Tansy” would cause abortion. The government had in
its possession, however, letters following a test correspondence, showing that
Pilson was willing to furnish, for a consideration, pills for the purpose of
causing abortion. It was further brought out in the government’s case that
in March, 1915, Pilson was convicted and sentenced to six months in the peni-
tentiary on an indictment charging him with the fraudulent use of the mails.
An appeal was taken and, nearly three years afterward (February, 1918) the

{

Send 4 cents in
| LADIES stamps for our
| on Wo-
| man and her troubles. Should be in every
|
\

home. Worth many times its cost.
VITAL FIRE REMEDY CO.
Dept. 5, 273 Washington St., Jersey City, N. J.

judgment of the lower court was affirmed and the conviction sustained. A
fraud order was issued against the Vital Fire Remedy Company and Pilson’s
other concerns, March 29, 1918.—(From “Female Weakness Cures” pamphlet,
1918.)

Watkins’ Female Remedy.—This product of the J. R. Watkins Co., Winona,
Minn,, was analyzed by the federal chemists who reported that it contained
over 19 per cent. of alcohol and some vegetable extractives with laxative qual-
ities. The statements on the label represented it as a remedy for all female
complaints and diseases of women and as effective in the treatment of suppressed
menstruation, falling of the womb and deranged monthly periods, as well as
effective in the treatment of congestion of the ovaries and womb, These claims
the federal authorities declared were false and fraudulent. On Dec. 15, 1916,
the company was fined.—[Notice of Judgment No. 5605; issued April 29, 1918.]

Welch Medicine Co.—This concern seems to have had for its manager one
Frank M. Welch. It was operated from Jacksonville, Fla, and_ Chula, Ga.
Victims were obtained by means of such advertisements as this:

“LADIES: Why worry each month! Take one of our tablets every
night and never worry. Safe, harmless. Month’s supply for 50 cents.”

The Macon (Ga.) Telegraph for June 21, 1918, contained a news item to the
effect that F. M. Welch of Chula had pleaded guilty to a charge of using the
mails to defraud and had been sentenced to serve a year and a day in the
Atlanta federal penitentiary. According to the newspaper report: “Welch oper-
ated a mail order business at Chula, Tift County, under the name of Welch
Medicine Company, and the Chula Medicine Company. He had a long list,
designated by him as his ‘sucker list, containing names of women to whom he
sent advertising matter calling attention to ‘Ladies’ Tablets,’ ‘Dr. Welch’s Cotton
Root Pills’ and ‘Dr. Welch’s Special Cotton Root Pills’”—(From “Female
Weakness Cures” pamphlet, 1918.)
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The Woman's Remedy Company.—Dr. Grace Feder Thompson, “Specialist
to Women, Medical Director,” was the stool-pigeon in charge of the Woman's
Remedy Company, San Francisco. This was another of the W. M. Griffin
quack mail-order concerns. The method of operation seemed to be identical with
that of the Atlanta Remedy Company, described elsewhere, and the booklet it
sent out was, with the exception of the first few pages, printed from the same
plates. The booklet in this case was entitled “Woman's Home Health Book,”
said to be published by the Woman’s Remedy Company, San Francisco, Cali-
fornia. The Woman’s Remedy Company sent to those who wrote for the “free
trial treatment” a “full and complete course,” for which $3.00 was asked. Those
who did not swallow this bait received a series of follow-up letters, each one
more insistent than its predecessor, urging that the money be sent. If these,

OFFICIAL
ﬁEALTH

FREE PROOF TREATMENT, ADVICE AND BOOK

CER 1rpic AT

I3e0LD BY
Woman's Remady Compray, Sem Framdecs, Calif.

M M4 when returned 10 us with the application blank enclosed, will entitle
Gbls Eertificate, oo i m e s PR TR r TREATMENT. MEDICAL
ADVIE end our 120 poge Mahoal Book as provided in the lontes sent herewith, I is distinetly
understond that ao charge whateser will be made, now or any other time, for the Treatment dnd

Mcdical Services herein mentioned. /[.
Witness the signature of our Medical Director. ﬂ;‘. £

Compare this so-called Health Certificate with that issued by the Atlanta Remedy Com-
pany (rcproduced on another page). The two concerns were owned by the same man,

too, were unanswered, the concern came down in price, but did not send the
3 cents necessary for the return of the $3.00 treatment.—(From Pamphlet of
October, 1913.)

[This concern was discontinued about the time the federal authorities
investigated Griffin’s medical mail-order concerns.]

Wrightsman’s Sovereign Balm of Life—D. B. Senger & Co. of Franklin
Grove, Ill.,, was the name under which Ray W. and Frank H. Senger did busi-
ness selling “Dr. Wrightsman’s Sovereign Balm of Life.” The federal chemists
reported that in addition to over 8 per cent. alcohol, the preparation contained
drug extractive carrying a faint trace of alkaloids, tannin, a resin (bearberry
indicated) and glycerin. It was claimed that the stuff would cure displacements
of the uterus, morning sickness in pregnancy, varicose veins and suppressed or
profuse menstruation, as well as prevent miscarriage and lessen the shock of
childbirth. These claims were, of course, declared false and fraudulent. The
two Sengers were fined $5 and costs.—[Notice of Judgment No. 4438; issucd
Oct. 16, 1916.]
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NOSTRUMS FOR KIDNEY DISEASE AND
DIABETES

Nostrums for kidney disease and diabetes are grouped together, not because
there is any essential relation between diabetes and kidney disease, but because
the average quack makes no distinction between the two conditions and recom-
mends his nostrum indiscriminately for both.

In kidney disease it is usually found that the kidney structure has undergone
destructive changes of a degree depending on the severity and length of time
the disease has been in progress. When such changes have taken place it is
obvious that nothing can replace the structures that have been destroyed any
more than giving a pill to a man who has lost his arm will make a new arm
grow. This does not mcan that kidney disease is incurable. Its ravages may
be checked in many cases if properly and early treated. Careful attention to
diet and hygiene are the important elements of treatment. Occasionally it is
necessary to give the patient some drugs in connection with the treatment, but
they have to be given with great care and with a full appreciation of the
patient’s condition; otherwise they may do more harm than good. The popular
idea that every pain in the lower part of the back means kidney disease has
been kept alive by the “kidney cure” fakers. Broadly speaking there is, as a
matter of fact, little, if any, relationship between a pain in the lumbar region
and diseases of the kidney and, as a rule, there is no pain connected with
kidney disease except in its last stages.

Diabetes is not a disease of the kidney, although it is popularly misconceived
to be. Diabetes is a disease of metabolism whose causes are little understood.
although intelligent dietetic and hygienic treatment, when applied early, may
result in arresting the disease. In diabetes the body has lost its power properly
to assimilate the carbohydrates (starches, sugars, etc.) and, as a result, a large
amount of sugar (glucose) is thrown into the blood-§tream. This, because it
acts as a foreign substance, the body attempts to filter from the blood through
the kidneys and as a result sugar appears in the urine. The sugar in the urine,
however, is solely a symptom and, in itself, has nothing whatever to do with
the disease, although the amount of sugar that appears in the urine may, when
considered in connection with the total amount of urine passed, be a valuable
index to the success of the treatment.

It is not unusual for diabetics to attempt to estimate roughly the amount of
sugar they are excreting by testing with a urinometer, the specific gravity of the
urine passed. Such patients scldom, if ever, measure the total amount of urine
passed in the full twenty-four hours and, as a result, the figures they obtain
are misleading. It is obvious that, if the amount of urine passed in twenty-four
hours is increased while the amount of sugar excreted remains the same, any
given specimen of urine will have less sugar in it, and the patient will be led
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184 NOSTRUMS FOR KIDNEY DISEASE

to believe that the sugar excretion is diminished. For instance, if a diabetic has
been excreting one ounce of glucose (sugar) daily with a total excretion during
the same period of three quarts of urine, it is evident that if the amount of urine
passed is increased to six quarts daily, any given specimen will contain only
one-half the amount of glucose previously found. This fact is taken advantage
of by quacks and most nostrums for diabetics are diuretics, that is, drugs that
increase the quantity of urine. This is a particularly vicious treatment because
the kidneys are already irritated by the tax that is put on them in excreting
sugar. The further irritation of the already weakened kidney structure may
result in adding a nephritis (kidney inflammation) to the diabetes already
present.

Drugs alone will cure neither kidney disease nor diabetes. The harm that
may be done the weakened and diseased system by the powerful drugs frequently
sold as cures for kidney disease and diabetes is not the only element of danger
in the use of these nostrums. Equally dangerous to the patient is the belief
engendered by the quacks that the drug is the important element in the treat-
ment. Most of us are still firmly wedded to the old fallacy that any disease can
be cured by taking something out of a bottle three or four t?mes a day. In
kidney disease and diabetes hygienic and dietetic measures are the essentials
of treatment, although the physician may occasionally give drugs to meet certain
complications as they arise. While dietetic and hygienic treatment, if intelli-
gently persisted in, will frequently result in the arrest of the disease, such
treatment means a certain amount of discomfort to the patient, a breaking of old
habits, a readjustment of one's life. Then comes the “patent medicine” faker
who blatantly declares: “My remedy cures kidney disease and diabetes!” It is
not to be wondered at that the patient, easily convinced because the wish is
father to the thought, argues: Why should I subject myself to the discomforts of
a rigorous diet and a change in my mode of living when I can be cured by
taking “Dr. Quack’s Kidney and Diabetes Cure”?

There are certain broad principles which should govern the “patent medicine”
business. One of these is that there is no moral or economic excuse for the
sale of home remedies that are recommended for diseases that are far too
serious to be self-treated. Diabetes and kidney disease are two such diseases.

Every “patent medicine” sold for the cure of these diseases is potentially dan-
gerous and inherently vicious.

BAD-EM SALZ

This preparation, made by the American Laboratories, Philadelphia, was
analyzed by the federal chemists, who reported that the preparation “consists
of common salt, Glauber salt, baking soda, and a small amount of tartaric acid.
The following statements appeared on the trade package:
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This Powder reproduces the medical properties of the great European Springs famous
for centuries for the cure of diseases of the stomach, intestines, liver, kidneys, or bladder.

This Powder represents the medicinal agents obtained by evaporating the water from
the famous European Springs.

These claims were declared false and misleading by the federal authorities
because “in truth and in fact, said article did not reproduce the medical prop-
erties of the Great European Springs,” etc.; and, furthermore, “was not composed
of salts or substances derived from the waters of the springs at Ems, Germany,
but was an artificial preparation consisting essentially of common salt, Glauber
salt, baking soda and tartaric acid.” In addition, the following therapeutic
claims were made for the preparation:

“, . . dissolves Gall Stones and Gravel in the kidneys or bladder.”

“Gastritis . . . can be ‘headed off by a dose of Bad-Em Salz at bedtime and again
the next morning.”

“Diabetes . . . yields to diet and Bad-Em Salz.”

These claims and various others of a similar nature were declared by the
federal officials to be “false and fraudulent” and made “in reckless and wanton
disregard of their truth or falsity.” The American Laboratories, in its answer

SOME_DOCTORS DON'T PRESTRIBE SAD-EW SALZ.

Most doctors prescribe BAD-EM SALZ, but some of them don‘t. One doctor,
more bonest than the rest, explained it this way :

** BAD-EM SALZ? Yes, I uscd to prescribe it a great deal, byt I stopped. Why ?
Simpfty because the patients didn't come back to me. If 1 had kept on they would all
have been taking BAD-EM SALZ and getting well without my assistance! "’

You can’t entirely blame the doctor—but if you are a patient yourself, hadn't
you better get a bottle of BAD-EM SALZ to-day?

Of course most of the prominent doctors do prescribe BAD-EM SALZ. ' Here are
a few letters from men high in their profession, and they tell the tale -

Dear Sirv:
BAD-EM SALZ has become almost indispensable in muy practice. .
(Dr.) HENRY W. BANKS, 2404 N. 28th St., Philadelphia.

Denr Sirs:

Last night I had the pleasure of hearing [rom s young. woman who had been lmrving severe
ablominal paims for several weekd that her pains arc gone and she is feeliog much better. 8he
bad been to another physician before she came to me. 1 gm her on BAD-EM SALZ.

(Dr.) J. N. ROE, 1443 Gales Ave., Brooklyn, N. ¥
Gentlemen :

In many cases of Gastra-imestinal disorder in which [ had given up hoﬁed ever doing any good
to the patient, [ bave tried BAD-EM SALZ and been astonished at the result.
(Dr.) J. MARTINBAND, 6 Pitt St., New York, N. Y.

Gehtlemen : .
1 am 6inding your BAD-EM SALZ the oioet satisiakt reparation of its class that I can obtain.
{Dr.) JOSEPH HENRY CAHOON, 253 \West 22nd St., New York, N. Y.
Gentlemen :
1 kpow of nothing Gsst will d¢ the work af an eliminant so perfectly a« BAD-EM SALZ.
(Dr.) H. M. BORING, 834 E. Preston St , Baltunore, Md.
13 -

A specimen of the Bad-Em Salz advertising. The exploiters of this nostrum when
chat}ed with making fraudulent claims for their product attacked the constitutionality of the
Food and Drugs Act!

to the government’s charges, declared that that part of the federal Food and
Drugs Act—the Sherley Amendment—which prohibits false and fraudulent claims
for curative effect was “contrary to the Constitution of the United States of
America.” The jury before whom the case was tried declared the company guilty
on both counts: the first count, that charging the company with falsehood and
with making misleading statements, and the second, charging the company with
falsehood and fraud. After the verdict of guilty had been returned, the company
made a motion in arrest of judgment and for a new trial. These motions were
both denied by the court, and the company was fined $100.—[Notice of Judgment
No, 3962, isswed Oct. 21, 1915.]

Google



186 NOSTRUMS FOR KIDNEY DISEASE

BALMWORT

“Compound Fluid Balmwort” is one of the numerous nostrums sold by
the Blackburn Products Company of Dayton, Ohio. This concern advertises
by the “fake-prescription” method. One “Dr. Lewis Baker” purports to give
answers to alleged inquiries regarding various conditions. These “answers”
appear in what the public may easily believe to be a ‘“Health Depart-
ment” in certain newspapers under the title “The Doctor’s Advice.” Each
“answer” recommends one or more “patent medicines” sold by the Blackburn
Products Company either alone or in combination with official drugs. “Com-
pound Fluid Balmwort” is recommended for “kidney disease.” The stuff con-
tains 16 per cent. alcohol and the company recommends that 1 ounce of the
Balmwort be mixed with 2 ounces of compound syrup of sarsaparilla and 2
ounces of gin. Gin contains 50 per cent. alcohol. According to the state chem-
ists of North Dakota, in addition to the 16 per cent. alcohol, Balmwort also
contains dextrin and 32.5 per cent. potassium acetate.

[ Mrs. Belle O. writes: “I am informed that

I have kidney trouble and that it is fast
approaching a serlous stage.  What woutd |-
) you _prescribe?’”

‘ Answer: If your symptoms are the usual
ones, such as puffs under the eyes, swelling
ankles; scant, coplous or foul-smelling urine,
accompanied by headaches, pains,  depression,
. fever, chills,; obe" d~adaiise the jmme-
‘dtate use ‘of{ba a very flne
‘remedy for strir—difie et _
j tubes with full directions for self-administra-
‘tion.

A typical “Balmwort” advertisement.

“Balmwort Tablets” are also sold by the Blackburn Products Company and
advertised by the same method used in advertising the “Compound Fluid Balm-
wort” except that in advertising the tablets they warn those afflicted with kidney
disease to avoid the use of alcohol! According to the label each Balmwort
Tablet contains 145 of a grain of the extract of belladonna leaves together with
unspecified amounts of extracts of corn silk, triticum, buchu and lupulin together
with boric acid. The public is urged to use Balmwort Tablets if too much
urine is secreted or if not sufficient is secreted; if the urine is passed too fre-
quently or not frequently enough; when the urine has too much color and when
it has too little. The classic falsehood of the quacks that pain in the back
indicates kidney disease is reiterated.—(From pamphlet, “Nostrums for Kid-
ney Discases,” 1917.)

DOAN’'S KIDNEY PILLS

“Doan’s Kidney Pills” or “Doan’s Backache Kidney Pills” have been analyzed
at various times. The chemists for the British Medical Association reported
that their analysis “showed them to contain oil of juniper and (in spite of
their ‘purely vegetable’ nature) potassium nitrate, together with a considerable
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NOSTRUMS FOR KIDNEY DISEASE 189

This, it is to be remembered, was published February 16, 1916. The facts.
were that Mrs. I. T. (Amelia Garlitz) Fitzwater was buried just one month
to the day before the advertisement appeared!

Under present economic conditions there is a very proper place for simple
home remedies for the self-treatment of the simpley ailments. There is, how-

@hv Glemunod Opinion

SLETWN0D oWl TWUASDAY SCToREM 11 iwis voLOup LY b B
o= -

———d—— —

ITHE CLENWOOD OPINTON 'HURSDAY, OCTOBER 17, 1018 )

" AFTER FIVE YEARS

AGED GLENWOOD RESIDENT
PASSES AWAY SATURDAY

Death of Mrs. Nettle Waodrow Brinus
Sorrow to Host of Friends
In Community

shaken

Glenwood Testimony Remains Un- |

Time is the best test of truth
Here is a Glenwood story that has
stood the test of time. It Is a story
:| with a point which will come straight

Our whole community was s:ul-

}ho 0 mn f us. dened Saturday m it hu".uuo
ine St., Glenwood known that Mrs.QNetiic Woodrow ) Jone;
saye: as sUMering acutely from of our aldest and most belove CI(-Il

'|izens had passed fo the Great Be-|
yond. Her long life of usefulnces is|
in jtself a sermon the teachings ofl
which will do nruch to brighten the
» | future of those with whom she was

most closely associated. While sheI
will be absent in body she will be
present in spirit and the memory of],
this beloved lady will long be green
in the hearts of all who were 8o for-

my back and kidneys and had been
unable to get a medicine that would
help me until I began using Doan’s
Kidney Pills. 1 found prompt relief.
I am now free from backache and
am not having that awful feeling of
languor mornings”

Over five years later Nettie Wood-
row said: “My opinion of Doan’s
E::ne:h::n-l l:::: :,lb;r:m:e::mlf tunate as to number her among their

mendation. I baven't had occasion to friends.
take a kidney medicine for some .{ Mrs. Nettie Woodrow was born in

time, which speaks well for this med- St. Johnsbury, Vermont. on October
fcine. 1 have always recommended 17th, 184?' and spent thé early part
Doan'’s Pills to my friends whenever of her life there. When she wasj
they have complained of headacho eighteen years of age she came to

Monticello, Towa, where she resided
or kidney disorders, for I know they ' .
are all right.” with Rev. J. K. Nutting. In 1868 Rev.

$n 60c, at all dealers. Foster-Milburn ‘.:umug and family moved _t

Co.. Mfgrs., Buffalo, N. Y. %déaw

‘“Here is a Glenwood Story” says a Doan s Kidney Pills advertisement, “with a point
which will come strai 5ht home to many of us.” How true! The advertisement appeared in
the Glenwood (Ia.) nion of Oct. 17, 1918, relative to Nettie Woodrow’s use of Doan's
Kidney Pills. On another page of the same issue was an obituary notice of Nettic Woodrow.
As the Doan’s advertisement saﬁely remarks: “Time is the best test of truth.” TraHE JoumrNaL
has, at various times, published unfortunate coincidences similar to the one above. Doubt-
less it could publish more, did the Doan s concern not instruct newspapers which carry its
advertising to return advemsmg “copy” containing testimonials of local people who have died!

hp =

ever, no place for alleged cures for the self-treatment of such dangerous condi-
tions as diseases of the kidney. Especially is such business to be deprecated
when the preparations sold are those whose composition is unknown to the
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192 NOSTRUMS FOR KIDNLY DISEASE

testimonials for it. The medical profession is circularized widely by the con-
cern and “write-ups” have appeared in pseudo-medical journals. Some of the
claims made for Expurgo Anti-Diabetes are:

“The only positive cure for Diabetes.”

“It never fails to eflcct a Cure in every case of this disease, in whatever form it may
present itself provided the patient has not reached the last stages of the malady.”

‘“Expurgo Anti-Diabetes is the New Cure for this deadly affliction.”

“Diabetes is certainly curable by our new discovery—Expurgo Anti-Diabetes, provided
that the course of the disease has not progressed to the extent that the vital organs are
irreparably damaged.”

“. . . thanks to the discovery of Expurgo Anti-Diabetes, the cure of this dread disease
is no longer a matter of doubt.”

“With the exception of very advanced cases of Diabetes . . . all diabetes can be
cured by Expurgo Anti-Diabetes.”

Such claims one would imagine would be more than sufficient to make plain,
even to the most uncritical, the evident character of Expurgo Anti-Diabetes.

The Army and Navy Medical Record, shown in THE JoURNAL recently as a
journalistic humbug, contained an editorial puff of Expurgo Anti-Diabetes. The
fact that the Expurgo Company reprints the “editorial” from the Army and Navy
Medical Record as a ‘voluntary and unsolicited reference” and distributes it
among physicians, indicates how rotten are the props on which this product’s
reputation rests.

Another alleged “voluntary and unsolicited reference” used by the Expurgo
Company, is taken from the Therapeutic Record of Louisville, Kentucky. The
advertising pages of the Therapeutic Record reek with nostrums and it has
more than once given editorial endorsement to some of the preparations it
advertises. The following enlightening letter is alleged to have been written
by the editor of the Therapeutic Record to the Expurgo Company in February,
1913:

Gentlemen :—Your favor of February 14th came duly to hand. Let me advise
you to pay no earthly attention to the proceedings of the Medical Society where
your product was criticized. These people exert no influence with the practical
up-to-date element of the profession and are doing you as they do others. Never
fear—you will succeed—your remedy s all right, No man can talk down a mecrs-
torious product. I stand ready to help you in any way at any Hime.

With sincere regards, 1 am,

Rorert C. KeENNER, M.D.
Editor, the Therapeutic Record.

This, it will be noted, was written in February. Soon thereafter the Thera-
peutic Record was carrying the Expurgo advertisement, and the June, 1913,
issue contained a puff on LExpurgo, entitled “A Contribution to the Medical
Treatment of Diabetes.”

THE ALLEGED FORMULA

The formula for this nostrum is never published, although in some of the
advertising matter it is claimed that it is “at the disposal of physicians.” A
physician wrote to the Expurgo Manufacturing Company, asking for the formula.
He was told that the preparation was “exclusively derived from the vegetable
kingdom,” from which one may recognize a family likeness to the stuff put out
by the immortal Lydia Pinkham. Further, to copy the letter exactly:

“The ingredients of which Antidiabetes is composed are chiefly:
“fructus syzigii jambulani

‘“‘cortex syzigii jambulani

“flores Rosmarini

“fructus Anisi stellati

‘“Extr. fl. Colx

“Extr. Condurango

“Extr. fl. China spir. spiss,

“Extr. fl. Calami

“Extr. fl. Gentiana.”

== R R =]
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NOSTRUMS FOR KIDNEY DISEASE 193

The recipient of this non-committal and uninforming “formula” again wrote
the Expurgo Manufacturing Company, asking for quantities. Evidently this
nostrum concern considered such a request a piece of impertinent inquisitive-
ness, for it replied to the physician in these terms, given wverbatim et literatim:

“Dear Sir:—Yours of the 16th duly to hand. We note that you state *. . . 1
do not like to be working in the dark, and you can teadxly see that this is the case
unless I know how much of each ingredient I am giving.

“In your letter of the 6th you asked for the composmon wlnch you promptly
received. We would like to state that we are dealing with about 600 Doctors.
Some of them asked for the formula, which they received. These are all very
conscientious gentlemen and none of them ever pretended ‘to work in the dark.’
You know furthermore that none of these ingredients is harmful in any way and
yet ‘work in the dark.” You know that if there were any harmful ingredients in
our preparations, we would expose ourselves to imprisonment. If you are so anxious
to know all about it, why do you not analyze our medicine? This would enlighten
you in your ‘perfect darkness.” If you want to deprive your patients and yourself
of the indisputable good of our preparations, simply do not prescribe them. Why
finally do you not write to the Doctors whose names we gave, who know enough to be
able to enlighten those who need it.

Truly yours,
Ture Exrurco Mrc. Co.,
C. M. v. Amerongen, Manager.

DIABETES

ITS CAUSES AND CURE

By A GERMAN SPECIALIST

A New DIABETES Therapy that has already proved itself,
after many Practical Tcsts, to be a thoroughly
efficacious Remedy in the treatment of
DIABETES (Mellitus).

Expurgo Anti-Diabetes

Is thc New Cure for this dcadly affliction. It is perfectly harmless
to the organic system, and contlains no poisonous or injurious ingre-
dicots whatever. It never fails to effect a Cure in every case of
this diseasc, in whatever form it may prescnt itself, provided the
patient has not rcached the last stages of the malady.

Is’art lgg one page of a circular sent out by the exploiters of ‘“‘Expurgo Anti Diabetes”
(“Sano

More than a year ago, a Wisconsin physician, himself a sufferer from diabetes,
wrote THE JourNaL that for three months he had been using Expurgo Anti-
Diabetes which the Expurgo people had sent him. He declared that the nostrum
had greatly reduced the percentage of sugar in his urine. In its reply, THE
JournaL asked him whether, in testing his urine, he had used portions of twenty-
four hour specimens or merely individual specimens. His attention was called
to the fact that most of the nostrums for diabetes are diuretics which, by
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194 NOSTRUMS FOR KIDNEY DISEASE

increasing the amount of urine passed, give an apparent decrease in the amount
of sugar excreted. A few days later, the physician wrote again, stating that he
had committed the very error THE JourNAL had suspected, and reporting that
an examination of a twenty-four-hour specimen showed that the glucose-excre-
tion, instead of being diminished actually increased. This matter was referred
to editorially in THE JournAL, Nov. 9, 1912, under the title, “A Possible Fallacy
in Testing Diabetic Urine.”

Specimens of Expurgo Anti-Diabetes were examined in the Association’s
laboratory and the report follows:

LABORATORY REPORT

“The specimen of Expurgo Anti-Diabetes (Sanol's Anti-Diabetes) examined,
was a light-brown, opaque liquid, having a faintly aromatic odor and bitter
taste. The specimen contained considerable amounts of brown, insoluble residue
resembling the deposits often found in fluid extracts. The absence of ammo-
nium salts, iodids, glycerin, hexamethylenamin, of antipyrin, pyramidon and
similar substances and of such purgatives as aloes, frangula, rhubarb, etc., was
indicated. Potent alkaloids such as aconitin, cocain, morphin and strychmn were
not found. Qualitative tests indicated the presence of traces of phosphates,
sulphates, reducing sugars, caffein and cinchona alkaloids. Alcohol was present
only in traces. Small quantities of chlorids, sodium and a salicylate were found.

Meie Oes. Winnipeg, Canete

THE EXPURGO MANUFACTURING CO.

Y THE faNOL ©o.
PHARMACEUTICAL PREPARATIONS
838 WELLS STREET

EXPURCO LAPS
13 - e o
St et

EXPURCO

ANTIDIABETES Dw “n A »rne
The asly posiows suve for Dovbows.
AXPURGO
BLOOD MIXTURE
T Chicag 191 ___

The letter head of the Expurgo Manufacturing Co. Note the claim that Expurgo Anti-
Diabetes is ‘“‘the only positive cure for diabetes.”

The residue on drying amounted to 2.9 gm. in each 100 c.c. A determination
of the salicylic acid indicated approximately 0.17 gm. in each 100 c.c., which is
equivalent to less than 0.2 gm,, of sodium salicylate per 100 c.c. (about 1 grain
to the ounce). Evidently the preparation contains plant extractives in aqueous
solution and small amounts of sodium salicylate and sodium chlorid.”

Summed up, the chemist’s report shows that Expurgo Anti-Diabetes is essen-
tially a watery solution of plant extractives with small quantities of sodium
salicylate and salt. The exploiters claim their stuff contains the fruit and bark
of jambul, rosemary, star anise and fluidextract of calamus, cinchona, cola,
condurango and gentian. Since fluidextracts in general are strongly alcoholic
and since the laboratory's analysis shows that the preparation contains only
traces of alcohol, the fluidextracts of the various drugs, if present at all, must
be in an infinitesimal amount.

Jambul was in vogue as a remedy for diabetes about twenty years ago. It
was tried and found wanting, and has long been in the therapeutic scrap heap.
Sanol, therefore, is but one more “patent medicine” having for its essential con-
stituents a drug that has long been discarded by scientific men. Expurgo will
probably be used by uncritical and unthinking physicians and its existence will
be artificially prolonged through the venality of pseudo-medical journals. That
the medical profession should tolerate the product is not to its credit. There
is no excuse, either moral or otherwise, for a physician giving his patients
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nostrums of whose composition he is ignorant, and that is what is done when-
ever Expurgo Anti-Diabetes is prescribed. — (Modified from The Journal
A M. A, Jan. 24, 1914.)

FULTON'S COMPOUNDS

THE JourNAL has just received a letter from Dr. J. B. Kinne of Aberdeen,
Wash. With the letter was enclosed an advertising sheet (“Bulletin 31, Novem-
ber, 1915”) sent out by the John J. Fulton Company of San Francisco which
exploits two nostrums “Fulton’s Renal Compound” and “Fulton’s Diabetic Com-
pound.” Dr. Kinne’s letter reads:

“To the Editor:—In today’s mail I received the enclosed ‘Bulletin.’ The
first column of the last page begins with the account of the results of treat-
ment of a patient in a nearby town. In the columns of one local paper today
I cut the inclosed clipping telling about the amputation of this man’'s leg
for diabetes.

“About one year ago I attended a patient here who had spent a large
amount of money with this concern who told me about the above ‘cure,
but my patient died later. It seems a terrible thing that this kind of matter
ts permitted to go through the mails.”

.Il.m

. hysi
cou ng 'l'ho Diabetic sompound
. gradual improvement. In due oourse ho
sidered himself well enough to again devote his emer u
his profession. *o results were dellberate, it being
yuu before his Gmal letter wu rocolvod to ubovo ocool.

Mr. Pennepacker’s case as described in a Fulton circular recently received.

an operation, Wednesday, for gangrene |t
resulting from diabetes, his left leg c
being amputated below. the kmee.

Mr. Pennepacker’'s case as described in the Aberdeen (Wash.) Herald, Jan. 14, 1916.

The case referred to by Dr. Kinne was that of a Mr. J. J. Pennepacker whose
case was reported by the Fulton concern as an instance of “cure” due to the use
of “Diabetic Compound.” The clipping that the doctor enclosed, together with
the item from the Fulton advertising leaflet, are reproduced with this article.

The Fulton nostrums have been briefly referred to before in these pages.
On Jan. 18, 1913, THE JoURNAL said:

“Fulton’s Diabetic Compound has not been examined in the Association’s
laboratory, but the so-called Renal Compound, put out by the same concern,
has been examined. The latter was found to consist of some herbs, which
were not identified, alcohol 5 per cent. and water. No alkaloids were found
and the presence of heavy metals, iodids, bromids or acids could not be
demonstrated.”
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The concern itself makes a pretense of giving the formulas of its two prepa-
rations. The “Renal Compound” has been said to be:

‘““A combination of the desirable principles of Triticum [Couch-grass or Quick-grass],
Chimaphila [*‘Bitter wintergreen’], Spirea [Mcadowsweet] and other herbal agents carrying
small quantities of Sodii Boras [Borax] and Sodii Nitras [Chili saltpeter], both of the latter
in less than half the physiological doses.”

Elsewhere the formula has been given as:

A combination of Triticum, Pelosine and other similar herbal diuretics to which have
been added a small quantity of Sodii Boras and Sodii Nitras, both of the latter in less than
half the physiological doses.”

The “Diabetic Compound” is alleged to be:

“A combination of the desirable principles of Chimaphila [‘“Bitter wintergreen”], Eupa-
torium [Boneset] Taraxacum [Dandelion] and other herbal diuretics and correctives car-
rying small quantities of Sodii Boras [Borax] and Sodii Nitras [Chili saltpeter] both of the
latter in less than half the physiological doses.”

While this “information” fails to.inform, it doubtless answers the purpose
for which it is given. But whatever indefiniteness and ambiguousness charac-
terize the statements regarding the composition of the nostrum are more than
compensated for by the specific and positive claims made for their therapeutic
action. To quote from the advertising:

.

“Fulton’s Renal Compound is the first progressive step in forty years in the treatment of
kidney disease.”

“Call inflammation of the kidneys what you will, after it becomes chronic (which it
commonly does in a few months) it is then incurable by anything known except Fulton’s
Renal Compound.”

*Bright’s Disease and Diabetes are now positively curable in about 80 per cent. of all
cases.”

“Fulton’s Renal Compound is the only thing known that acts directly on the kidney
tissues, reducing inflammation and thus reopening the tubules and kidney function.”

D “Fulton’s Renal Compound is the only specific in the known world for chronic Bright's
isease. R

“John J. Fulton was the first man in the world to reach the kidneys with an emollient.”

‘““Diabetes is rated the world over as incurable but rccoverics are being reported daily
through Fulton’s Diabetic Compound.”

Some time after the short article appeared in THE JoUuRNAL on the Fulton
Compounds, the Propaganda Department started to investigate some of the
alleged cures. Experience has shown that it is useless to expect to get accurate
information regarding individuals who have recently written testimonials for
any “patent medicines.” It becomes necessary, especially in such diseases as are
not quickly fatal, to allow some time to elapse before investigating the cases.
For this reason a few of the old testimonials in our files were resurrected and
letters were written to get what facts were available. Press of other matters
prevented this particular investigation being followed up, although some material
was collected and this we now give so as to make it a matter of record.

It should be understood that the quotations that are about to be given from
the Fulton “literature” appeared in circulars issued between 1907 and 1911,
Our investigation was commenced in the latter part of 1913.

Caste 1.—According to a Fulton advertising leaflet issued in 1908, W. H. Bell,
a druggist of Live Oak, Fla., wrote the company in 1907 that “last June I was
surprised to find my feet and legs swollen.” Mr. Bell claimed he went to a
physician who “found 50 per cent. of albumen and pronounced it Bright's dis-
ease.” According to the Fulton leaflet he “continued to get worse” and “bloated”
until he “could not lie down.” About this time Mr. Be!ll “met a drummer by the
name of Levi” who told him of Fulton’s Compound. As a result Mr. Bell began
to take the compound. In October, 1907, Mr. Bell again wrote the Fulton people:
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live two weeks, and told his friends to watch him closely as he was liable to
drop dead.” After Zimmerman had taken thirty-one bottles of the compound
he was, according to the letter published by the Fulton Company, so improved
that he was “nearly ready to go to work” and was willing to have the company
“refer any one to him.”

Edward Zimmerman died Jan. 5, 1911; cause of death, according to the death
certificate: “Diabetes Mellitus.”

Case 6.—Under the heading “This Work is Glorious” the Fulton Company
describes the case of Arthur MclIntyre of Flint, Mich. Mr. Mclntyre, the public
was advised, “was so bad with Bright's disease his friends gave up all hopes.
He was put on Renal Compound and is today well and in business.” This state-
ment appeared in a Fulton bulletin published about 1908.

A physician in Flint who knew of Mr. McIntyre's case, and wrole to us in
January, 1914, said: “There was a Mr. McIntyre in Flint, Mich., who had
Bright's disease and took many bottles of Fulton's Compound. Mr. McIntyre
died three years ago.”

In addition to the cases just described there were others the histories of
which, while not so tragic, were equally damaging to the claims of the Fulton
concern. For instance, there was the @lleged case of Mr. S. of Iowa who
despaired of ever getting well of Bright's disease but who after taking the ‘“Renal
Compound” is said to have “recovered completely.” This was in 1908 or earlier.
But investigation showed that during the year 1913 Mr. S. was under treatment
for Bright's disease.

Then there was the case of Mrs. P. of Florida, who according to the Fulton
circular, was so ill with Bright’s disease that she “could not turn over in bed.”
Use of the “compound” is alleged to have enabled her to do her own work
again and get out to church. Investigation elicited the statement from Mrs, P.'s
family physician that the lady never had Bright's disease.

The case of Mr. D. of Oregon was described in the 1908 Fulton leaflets.
D. had diabetes and was “almost in” but took thirty bottles of Fulton's Com-
pound with the result—alleged—that he was “feeling fine.” A physician in the
town in which Mr. D. lived informs us that he does not believe the man ever
recovered from the disease. Certain it is he died in 1912 of pulmonary tubercu-
losis, a common sequel to diabetes.

Mr. W. of Illinois suffered, according to a 1908 Fulton bulletin, from what
“specialists” had called Bright's disease. After taking one dozen bottles of the
Compound he was reported as “almost cured.” A physician who knew of W.’s
case wrote in October, 1913, that Mr. W. never had Bright's disease, but that
he had “been troubled at times with a backache” and was “still the same.”

In 1908 Mr. C. wrote to the Fulton Company which promptly published the
letter. He was taking the “Renal Compound” he wrote, and was convinced that
it would “effect a cure.” The facts are Mr. C, about this time, went to a
physician who made a thorough examination of his case. The doctor wrote us
that Mr. C. had no symptoms of Bright's disease and, when advised of that fact,
“seemed really disappointed.”

The case of Rev. B. of Ohio was brought to the attention of the public in
the Fulton bulletin of 1907. A druggist wrote urging those who wished to hear
from a person who had “received great benefit” to write to Rev. B. The physi-
cian to whom we wrote in 1913 replied that Rev. B. died suddenly of “heart dis-
ease” in 1912, The doctor added “he did not have Bright's disease.”

Mr. W. of Texas, whose letter was published in 1907 by the Fulton Company,
claimed the doctor had told him he had Bright’'s disease and he was in bed
four months. Then he sent for a dozen bottles of “Fulton’s Compound” and
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after taking these, and two dozen more, declared he was “pronounced sound”
and “in fine health.” The physician to whom we wrote in 1913 declared that
Mr. W. had an acute nephritis from which he recovered before he began taking
Fulton’s compound—about the time he became an agent for the preparation.

In short, the investigation, incomplete though it was, revealed just what
might have been expected. The diabetic frequently drags along for years—
especially if he is at all careful in his manner of living, and he is likely to be.
The fluctuations of the disease make it a fertile field for the quack and the
“patent medicine” maker. Chronic kidney disease offers similar attractions to
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Miniature reproduction of the death certificate of Edward Zimmerman (Case 5 in the
article). Mr. Zimmerman’s case was advertised in the Fulton bulletin, We have been unable
to find any reference in the Fulton advertising to the outcome of the Zimmerman case.

those who prey on the sick. Nothing is much easier to get than testimonials in
such cases—testimonials whose genuineness is as unimpeachable as their value
is negligible.

Thus, on a foundation of misrepresentation, fraud and deceit is reared the
stupendous superstructure of the “patent medicine” business—a trade whose
millions corrupt legislatures, prostitute no small portion of the press and are
a standing menace to the public health. Some day an enlightened public opinion
will demand the destruction of this evil—and the dawn of that day is not far
off —(From The Journal A. M. A., Jan. 29, 1916.)
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Declared Misbranded by the Government.—The federal authorities seized
eighty-four bottles of “Fulton’s Compound” that had been shipped in interstate
commerce charging that the claims made for the preparation “were false, mis-
leading and fraudulent in that no ingredient or ingredients in the said product
or compound were capable of producing the therapeutic effecis claimed for it.”
No one appeared for the property and the federal court enteied judgment of
condemnation and forfeiture and ordered that the eighty-four bottles of Fulton's
Diabetic Compound should be destroyed by the United States marshal and the
cost of the proceedings assessed against the company.—[Notice of Judgment
No. 4562 ; issued March 15, 1917.]

The federal authorities also made two seizures (one of thirteen cases and ihe
other of seventeen cases) of “Fulton’s Renal Compound,” charging that the
preparation was misbranded under the federal Food and Drugs Act. The
Government declared the claims made “were false, misleading and fraudulent in
that no ingredient or ingredients in the product or compound were capable of
producing the therapeutic effects claimed.” In neither case did any claimant
appear and the court entered judgment of condemnation and forfeiture and
ordered that the United States marshal should destroy the preparation. The
cost of the proceedings in one of these cases was assessed against the company.—
[Notices of Judgment Nos. 4564 and 4565; issued March 15, 1917.]

PIERCE'S ANURIC TABLETS

“Anuric” is “The Newest Discovery in Chemistry,” if one is to believe the
World's Dispensary Medical Association of Buffalo, N. Y. “Eminent Medical
Authorities Endorse it.” “A New Remedy for Kidneys, Bladder and all Uric
Acid Troubles.” Thus does quackery play on the fears of those who are led to
believe that every pain in the back means “Bright’s disease.” “Anuric,” the
public is told, “is the recent discovery of Dr. Pierce who is head of the Invalids’
Hospital and Surgical Institute of Buffalo, N. Y.” The concern also puts out
such nostrums as ‘“Pierce’s Favorite Prescription,” “Pierce’s Golden Medical
Discovery” and other profitable specialties in the merchandise of quackery.

In common with most “kidney disease cures,” Anuric is advertised by the
“scare” method. Here are some advertisement headlines:

“SuppeN DeatH Caused by Disease of the Kidneys.”

“Why ‘Anuric’ is an Insurance Against Sudden Death.”

‘““‘Are You Being Slowly Poisoned?”’
*“If It Catches You There, Anuric Will Quickly Stop It.”

The typical pictures of the stooping man, with his hands over the lumbar
region, graphically conveying the idea—as erroneous as it is popular with fakers
—that pain in the lower part of the back means disease of the kidney—are
strongly in evidence.

*Most cases of kidney trouble may easily be overcome by merely taking a little Anuric
with the meals.” ;

“When the kidneys no longer pour forth waste, uremic poisoning occurs, and the per-
son dies . . . it is a good insurance against such a risk to send 10 cents for a sample
package of ‘Anuric’'—the latest discovery of Dr. Pierce.”

Needless to say, the changes are rung on the old uric acid superstition:

*“. . . hundreds . . . daily give their thankful endorsement t i g
enemy of uric acid.” > this powerful

.o will throw out and completely eradicate this uric acid from the system.”

“Anuric is 37 times more active than lithia in eliminating uric acid . . ."

*“Anuric will overcome such conditions as rheumatism, dropsical swelling, cold extremities
scalding and burning urine and sleeplessness due to constant need of getting out of bed a(
night, by carrying off the uric acid poison.”
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FRIGHTENING THE VICTIM

Those who purchase a box of “Dr. Pierce’s Anuric Tablets For Kidney And
Backache” get, in addition to 50 kidney-shaped red pills, a booklet that may
be counted on to convince the average person that he or she has kidney disease.
The booklet starts out by giving what purports to be “symptoms of disease of
the kidneys” which have been “taken from the ‘Diagnostics of Internal Medicine,’
by Dr. Butler, whose great work on diagnosis is one of the standards in use by
physicians.” Apparently, the World's Dispensary Medical Association has
turned over the compiling of the “symptoms” to the office boy or some equally
massive intellect. By comparing the quotations with the original it is found
that first of all the “patent medicine” concern has copied a number of symptoms
of movable kidney. The symptoms are tabulated, removed from the context
and separately paragraphed. Of course, the public is not advised that these
symptoms are of movable kidney. They are led to believe by the “Anuric”
booklet that they are ‘“symptoms of disease of the kidneys.” The idea of
attempting to cure movable kidney with pills would be humorous, if the matter
were not so brutally serious. Then follows another page of symptoms, still,
of course, under the “blanket” description of “disease of the kidneys” taken from
Dr. Butler’s chapter on “Uremia.” The public, of course, is not advised
that these are symptoms of so deadly a condition as uremia, nor if it were, would
it realize the preposterous futility of treating uremia with “Dr. Pierce’s Anuric
Tablets.” Then, still under the “blanket” head, come more symptoms picked
at random from Butler’s description of acute Bright's disease, chronic Bright’s
disease (both diffuse and interstitial), pyelitis, nephrolithiasis and perinephritic
abscesses. “In no case,” says the pamphlet, “are all these symptoms felt at one
time.”

The booklet then takes up various conditions that are supposed to be more
or less related to diseases of the kidney. In the chapter on “Cold, Bronchitis,”
the reader is advised first to take “Dr. Pierce’s Pleasant Pellets” following them
up with “Dr. Pierce’s Anuric Tablets.” In “Stomach Trouble” due to “weak
kidneys” the sufferer is told that “Anuric Tablets will be found to help and
assist the kidneys to do their work thus relieving all the other organs.” In the
chapter on “Bright’s Disease” we read:

“In the early stages the use of these tablets will speedily restore the kidneys to normal
and healthy action and do away with the congestion and changes that appear in the kidneys
and their function. It is important that they be used early.”

“Menstruation, Scanty, Painful and Profuse” is the subject of another chap-
ter, although just what relationship this bears to kidney disease is not explained.
However, “Dr. Pierce’s Anuric Tablets and Dr. Pierce’s Favorite Prescription”
are recommended. Under “Stone in the Bladder” the booklet tells what won-
derfully successful results have been achieved by the “Physicians at the Invalid’s
Hotel and Surgical Institute” by means of an instrument of “their own inven-
tion” used for crushing the stone. For “palliative treatment” of the condition
“there can be no better agent than Dr. Pierce’s Anuric Tablets.” In the latter
part of the book this statement appears:

“In all these conditions the use of ‘Anuric Tablets’ is of great benefit. Reference may be
made to the writings of eminent medical authorities, quotations from whose works smcluded
in this book [Italics ours.—ED.] will give some idea of the extent to which they are used
by the medical profession, and as to how satisfactorily they act in removing the diseased
conditions that produce these painful maladies.”

This can only mean, and evidently is intended to mean, that “Anuric Tablets”
are used by the medical profession and that “eminent medical authorities” have
referred to “Anuric Tablets” in their writings which references are alleged to be

Google



NOSTRUMS FOR KIDNEY DISEASE

203

quoted in the booklet. Of course no physician needs to be told that the medical
profession does not use Anuric Tablets and that no eminent medical authority has

ever praised this piece of quackery.

GARBLED QUOTATIONS
Under the title “What Others Say of Them” the booklet purports to quote
the opinions of certain medical writers on, not “Anuric Tablets” as the average
reader might infer, but on one or more of the unnamed drugs which are claimed

to be ingredients of “Anuric Tablets.”

Not all of the alleged quotations have

been checked, but enough of them have been to show that the matter is misquoted,
garbled and that unwarranted liberties have been taken with the author’s state-

ments.

Yet, the matter is given in the booklet within quotation marks and so

arranged as to convey the idea that it has been taken literally and verbally from

the books quoted.

For the purpose, doubtless, of adding to the element of mystery, the names
of none of the alleged ingredients are mentioned and in quoting the names of
sbme of the alleged ingredients have been suppressed and the non-informative
pronoun “it” substituted. To better understand the liberties that have been
taken in compiling the advertising “literature” on “Anuric Tablets” part of
the matter that has been printed in the “Anuric” booklet alleged to be a quota-
tion from “Lloyd and Felter, in King’s American Dispensatory” will be com-

pared in parallel with the original:

ALLEGED QUOTATION AS IT APPEARS IN THE
ANURIC BOOKLET

‘“Rheumatism yields to it, when a swelling
of a part or whole of the body is present, or
even where there is slight puffiness or glisten-
ing of the parts. It is a decided heart stim-
ulant and has relieved the heart oppression
due to smoking. It is also a decided anti-
neuralgic, relieving sciatic, pleural and lum-
bar neuralgia. The most valuable remedy
to relieve renal congestion or inflammation.
It is one of the best remedies for acute in-
flammation of the upper passages of the nose

and throat.”

AS IT APPEARS IN THE ORIGINAL

“Rheumatism yields to it when edema of
a part of or whole of the body is present,
or even where there is light puffiness or
glistening of the parts. Frequently it must
be given with other antirheumatics.

“Apocynum is a decided heart tonic. The
conditions above named, and a dilated con-
dition of the cardiac ventricles, point to its
use. It is not the remedy where the circu-
lation is excited, with hard, quick pulse. Dr.
E. R. Freeman reports an inveterate case of
angina pectoris benefited by it. Edema was
a feature of the case. Dr. Waterhouse re-
lieved the precordial oppression of a smoker
with it. Dr. J. C. Kilgour declares it a de-
cided antineuralgic, relieving sciatic, crural,
and lumbar neuralgias. Prof. G. C. Gere
asserts that it is the most valuable of deob-
struents to_relieve renal congestion in the
second stage of tubular nephritis. Too much,
however, must not be expected of it where
there are structural changes of the vital or-
gans. Acute inflammation of the upper
laryngeal and post-nasal is specifically met by
this drug, according to Professor Webster
being nearly as positive as phytolacca, and
preferable when the irritation does not ex-
tend beyond those parts, and is readily
brought on by slight exposure.”

By comparing the alleged quotation with the original, it will be seen that
the Anuric concern, by separating phrases from their context, omitting qualify-
ing clauses, featuring the alleged virtues and ignoring the limitations of the
drugs discussed, attempts to make out a case for what is said to be one of the
ingredients of its “kidney cure.” The trick is as old as the “patent medicine”
business itself and it is entirely fitting that the World's Dispensary Medical

Association should run so true to form.
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“For the henefit of those who may be tempted by its specious advertising,
I will state once more as definitely as possible—and if I am wrong in any
of these statements, both Collier’s and myself are liable for libel—three facts
to be borne in mind: .

“That Swamp Root will not and cannot cure kidney, liver, or bladder
disease;

“That, used in such diseases, it will often be harmful; and

“That it may sometimes even kill.”

Misbranded.—A shipment of Swamp Root was consigned by Dr. Kilmer &
Co., Binghamton, N. Y., to Porto Rico. Falsely and fraudulently advertised
(in labels and circulars printed in German, Spanish, Italian, Portuguese and
French) as a treatment for Bright's disease, acute nephritis, cancer of the
liver, acute and chronic gonorrhea, etc. Court ordered entry of a decree of
condemnation and forfeiture, and the product was delivered to Dr. Kilmer &
Co., after the concern had paid the costs of the proceedings, and given a bond
for $150.—[Notice of Judgment No. 5946; issued Nowv. 23, 1918.]

WARNER'S SAFE REMEDY

“Warner's Safe Remedy for the Kidneys and Liver and Bright's Disease”
was sold, not long ago, as “Warner's Safe Cure for Kidney and Liver, Bright’s
Disease, Urinary Disorders, Female Complaints, General Debility, Malaria and
all Diseases caused by Disordered Kidneys and Liver.” The company that puts
the product on the market was known, until recently, as Warner’s Safe Cure
Company, Rochester, N. Y. It is now “Warner’s Safe Remedies Company.” The
Warner concern is said to be leased by, and practically a subsidiary company
of, the New York and Kentucky Company, distillers and wholesale liquor dealers
of Rochester, whose business is frankly and openly the manufacture of whiskies.
Another subsidiary concern of the New York and Kentucky Company is the
Duffy Malt Whiskey Company.

The history of Warner's Safe Remedy is typical of the “patent medicine”
business. In the free and easy days, before the public was protected by the
Food and Drugs Act, Warner's Safe Cure was advertised extensively—and
fraudulently. Efforts were made to impress on the well and the sick the false-
hoods that most aches and pains are due to diseased kidneys; that a pain in the
back is a sure sign of Bright's disease, and that the only sure cure is the
Warner nostrum. The concern went even further in its attempt to frighten
people into purchasing Warner’s Safe Cure. The advertisements contained what
purported to be a sure and simple test for kidney disease. This “test” was led up
to by such “scare” claims as:

‘At every stroke of the clock a human life goes out. Nearly onc-half of all deaths are
the result of kidney disease. Nine men and women out of every ten have kidney trouble. If
in doubt, try this simple home test’’:

“Diccased kidneys cause more sickness, suffering and scrious complicatrons than any other
discasc. Thousands of people have kidney trouble and do not know it. If in doubt makc
this test’:

“Thousands of men and women have kidney diseasc and do not know it until it is too
late. This simple test will téll’’:

The “test” by which the susceptible were to he {rightened into a belief that
they were seriously ill was described thus:

“Put sume morning urine in a glass or bottle; let it stand for twenty-four hours. If then
it is milky or cloudy or contains reddish brick-dust sediment, or if particles or germs float
about in it, your kidneys are diseascd. This is the supreme moment when you should begin
to take Warner'’s Safe Cure to arrest all these unnatural conditions, for they are the unmis.
takable symptoms of kidney discase,”
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and alcohol as, also, did the chemists of the British Medical Association in 1909.
Still more recently the laboratory of the American Medical Association has
examined Warner's Safe Remedy with the following results:

LABORATORY REPORT

One bottle of Warner’s Safe Remedy, manufactured by the Warner’s Safe
Remedies Co., Rochester, N. Y., was submitted to the Chemical Labbratory
for examination. The bottle contained a brown murky liquid, having an
aromatic flavor, the odor of oil of wintergreen being quite pronounced. The
specific gravity of the liquid at 15.6 C. was 1.0653. Qualitative tests demon-
strated t%le presence of potassium, trace of sodium, mtrate, glycerin, alcohol,
and extractive matter.

Quantitative estimations yielded the following:

Alcohol (by volume) ......cciviiiieiininiecransesceonnens 14.40 per cent.
Glycerin (by weight).......i.iiiiienriiiiennenrncecnnons 7.72 per cent.
Pot. nitrate (calculated from 0.68 per cent. potassium)...... 1.75 per cent.

Each fluid ounce (two tablespoonfuls) contains essentially 4.5 c.c. of
95 per cent. alcohol, 2 c.c. (V2 fluid drachm) glycerin and .55 gm. (8'% gr.)
potassium nitrate with extractive matter.
* Here, then, we have a preparation sold inferentially for the cure of Bright's
disease and consisting essentially of alcohol,' glycerin and potassium nitrate, with
extractives. « Alcohol, of course, is contra-indicated with inflammatory diseases
of the kidney. Potassium is a kidney irritant and would tend to aggravate any
inflammation that might exist. The label on the bottle of Warner’s Safe Remedy
declares the presence of 15.5 per cent. alcohol and recommends a dosage of one
tablespoonful four to six times a day. The circular wrapped around the bottle
recommends ‘“one tablespoonful six or eight times a day.” Taken at the maxi-
mum dose recommended, one large (pint) bottle of Warner's Safe Remedy would
last four days. Such a bottle of Warner’s nostrum contains an amount of alcohol
equivalent to the alcohol in 5 ounces of whisky This means that the person
suffering from Bright’s disease who buys Warner’s Safe Remedy and takes it
according to directions may get the equivalent of 5 ounces of whisky every four
days. In addition to this he may also be getting a daily dose of 34 grains of
potassium nitrate to irritate the kidneys further.

Not only, then, will Warner’s Safe Remedy not cure Bright's disease but it
may hasten the death of the sufferer who takes it. Those who, suffering from
diseases of the kidneys, rely on Warner’s Safe Remedy, will, without question,
shorten their lives.—(From The Journal A. M. A., Dec. 19, 1914.)

THE DR. D. A. WILLIAMS COMPANY

“The Williams Treatment,” according to the Dr. D. A. Williams Company,
which sells it on the mail-order plan from East Hampton, Conn., “conquers
kidney and bladder diseases, rheumatism and all other ailments when due to
excessive uric acid.” The Dr. D. A. Williams concern is not operated by Dr.
D. A. Williams, in fact, so far as our records show, and they are based on
official data, D. A. Williams is not an “M.D.” The company is practically
owned by a man who used to be a traveling salesman, although an attorney
also seems to have an interest in this mail-order * kxdney cure.’

Some years ago D.'A. Williams was operating a little mail-order concern of
his own, and his letterheads described him as “Dr. D. A. Williams, Specialist
in Diseases of the Kidneys and Bladder.” He signed these letters “Dr. D. A.

1. Warner’s Safe Remedy now contains no alcohol. Glycerin is the solvent. The advent
olfcox;:tltonal prohibition was given, by the manufacturers, as the cause of the elimination of
alcohol.
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Williams.” This concern, also conducted at East Hampton, was some years
later succeeded by the present company, which was incorporated under the
Connecticut laws in 1906. So well has this medical mail-order business suc-
ceeded that it gives the little village of East Hampton, with its population of
about 1,500, a postoffice of the second class.

At the time that D. A. Williams was running “on his own"” he was featur-
ing “Dr. Boies’ Specific,” a “combination of purely herbal ingredients” and “the
Only Known Complete Cure for Chronic Cases.” Williams modestly adver-
tised: “All kidney and bladder diseases permanently cured at small cost.” As
a side line D. A. Williams also sold—on the mail-order plan—"“Urethral Balm,”
which he had “perfected” and sold as a “permanent cure for Prostatic troubles,
Stricture, and all Urethral and Womb troubles of man and woman.” He had,
too, a “Nerve Tonic,” which was offered, “Private to Men,” as “a remedy for
Nervous Debility, Nerve Decay, Impotency, Vital Losses and Kindred
Ailments.”

Today the Dr. D. A. Williams Company sells, not “Dr. Boies’ Specific,” but
the “W