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political actions to themselves and others as neces-
sary on grounds of ideology or other beliefs. Observers
have argued that the relative lack of knowledge and
engagement among large numbers of the nation’s cit-
izens may arise from the pervasive and privatizing
influence of television, from an equally pervasive
consumerism, or from the decline of the acculturating
role of the nuclear family. Whatever the origins, lack
of knowledge and disengagement represent a pro-
found test of the capacity of the body politic to make
and demand deliberative choices aimed at securing
the rights and opportunities of all Americans for the
future. The twin-barreled and related realities of
declining state legitimacy and decreasing citizen
knowledge of, and engagement in, political affairs
now represent significant challenges to the U.S,
system of governance.

—Max Stephenson, Jr.

See also Adversarial Legalism; Deliberative Democracy;
Government Performance and Results Act; Hollow State:
New Public Management; Privatization
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ANARCHY

Anarchy is an ordered state of society without govern-
ment and domination. Anarchists argue that domina-
tion opposes human interests and that all aspects of
society should not be ruled by authorities, but can be
voluntarily organized based on self-organization, self-
management, self-government, bottom-up decision
making, grassroots democracy, decentralized net-
works, free agreements, and free associations.

a

Anarchists see capitalism and the nation-state as
limitations to self-determination, freedom, and the full
development of human faculties. The basic idea of
anarchism is that decisions shouldn’t be taken by
minorities but, instead, in bottom-up processes by all
those who are affected by them. Utopian socialists
such as William Godwin, Charles Fourier, or Robert
Owen didn’t call themselves anarchists, but anticipated
the idea of a society without government. Pierre-
Joseph Proudhon was the first scientist who systema-
tically developed the idea of anarchism, defining it in
1840 in What Is Property? as the absence of a master,
of a sovereign. There are different types of anarchist
thought; the basic difference is the one between indi-
vidual and collective forms of anarchism.

Individual anarchism stresses that domination lim-
its the free development of the individual and that all
domination should be abolished. This line of thought
goes back to the ideas of Max Stirner, who advocated
the supremacy of the individual, individual freedom
and self-determination, the uniqueness of the “I,” the
abolition of all social and moral bonds on the individ-
ual, and an association of egoists. Another form of
individual anarchism is Proudhon’s mutualism, which
is based on the idea of an equal distribution of private
property among individuals.

Historically, collective forms of anarchism have
been more influential than individualistic ones.
Mikhail Bakunin considered capitalism, the nation-
state, and religion as forms of domination that should
be abolished. He described his approach as collective
anarchism that is based on the idea that the means of
production and the structures of decision should be
controlled in collective processes of self-organization
by communes that freely associate themselves in
federations. The ideas of anarchy and communism as
forms of society are homologous insofar as they both
conceive a free society as a self-organized association
where all human beings live in peace, wealth, and
social security, where people can fully participate in
society, which is based on the principle “to each
according to his needs, from each according to his
ability.” The main historical difference between
anarchists and communists that fuelled a controversy
between Karl Marx and Bakunin and resulted in the
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split of the International Labour Association in 1872
is the question whether the nation-state and the
monopoly of the means of violence can be immedi-
ately abolished in a situation of social discontinuity.

The main form of collective anarchism is com-
munist anarchism, as conceived by Peter Kropotkin.
Kropotkin argues that the human being is cooperative,
but cooperation would be alienated by forces such as
capital and the nation-state. A free society would be
possible based on the principle of mutual aid and by
making use of modern technology so that necessary
labor can be reduced (o a minimum and a maximum
of free time is available. In such a society, communes
would control the means of production and social orga-
nizations would have a decentralized and networked
form. Kropotkin conceived Communist Anarchism as
a communism without government that is based on
voluntary associations and free agreements. In The
Conquest of Bread, Kropotkin developed detailed
suggestions for how an anarchocommunist society
could be organized. Other historically important forms
of collective anarchism are anarchosyndicalism as
conceived by Rudolf Rocker and Murray Bookchin’s
libertarian communalism.

The main ideas of anarchism such as anti-
authoritarian forms of organization, self-organization,
self-determination, grassroots democracy, and self-
management continue to exist in the form of new
social movements, anti-authoritarian movements and
education, self-help groups, self-managed projects,
nonviolent forms of protest, and civil disobedience.
That anarchy is today frequently associated with vio-
lence and terrorism is mainly because of the move-
ment of the “propaganda of deed” at the end of the
nineteenth century that understood terrorism as a
form of political propaganda and liberation. But such
an equation is one-dimensional because it neglects
the ideas of nonviolence, freedom, and grassroots
democracy that have always been important aspects
of influential anarchist movements, writings, and
praclices.

—Christian Fuchs

See also Communism; Community Organizing; Failed State;
Heterarchy; Self-Organizing System
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ANDEAN COMMUNITY,
ANDEAN PAcT

The Andean Community is an internationally legally
recognized subregional integration organization com-
prising Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, and Peru.
Venezuela withdrew in April 2004 to protest Andean
country trade deals with the United States. The pri-
mary goal of the Andean Community is to bring about
a pattern of balanced and harmonious development for
its member states through a process of increased eco-
nomic integration and social cooperation. To this end,
intra-bloc trade in goods has been liberalized and
external trade relations harmonized behind a four-level
common external tariff (zero, five, ten, and twenty per-
cent, with the bloc’s poorest member, Bolivia, being
exempt from charging the twenty percent level). These
joint economic policies are bolstered by increasing
levels of political cooperation, particularly on the for-
eign policy front, which has resulted in common nego-
tiating positions for the Free Trade Area of the
Americas talks, discussions about a free trade agree-
ment with Mercosur, and strategies for continuing the
Andean Trade Preferences Act. A General Secretariat
in Lima, Peru, coordinates the activities of the bloc and
serves as a clearinghouse for the detailed technical
information needed by the member states.

The Andean Community is in effect a second
attempt at integration in the Andes, replacing
the Andean Pact that was formed by the May 26, 1969,
Cartagena Agreement. By the 1970s, it quickly became




