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Mission Statement

Truthout works to spark action by revealing systemic injustice and providing a platform for transformative ideas
through in-depth investigative reporting and critical analysis. With a powerful, independent voice, we will spur an

evolution in consciousness and inspire the direct action that is necessary to save the planet and humanity.

Our Organization

Truthout 1s a 501(c) (3) nonprofit organization dedicated to providing independent news and commentary on a daily
basis. In order to remain free of bias and adhere to high editorial standards, we accept no advertising or commercial

backing. Instead, we depend on our readers to support our work.

Qur Values

In organizational structure and practice, Truthout walks its talk. Since we do not accept advertising, we’re able to
provide a growing, thriving alternative to mainstream, corporate news organizations. We are committed to integrity,
transparency and accountability in our workplace and editorial practices, valuing truth over the mythical construct
of balance. We empower highly trained investigative journalists and analysts, giving voice to the principles of old-
fashioned muckraking in a technologically advanced environment. We intend to inform policy, inspire reform and

spur direct action, enabling a true revolution in political consciousness.

Cover Image: Jared Rodriguez | Creative Commons
All artwork by Jared Rodriguez and Lauren Walker unless otherwise stated




Contents

Letter from the Editor-in-Chief and Publisher 4
Editorial Highlights o6
Our World: Environment and Food Justice Ve
Elections: Beyond the Horserace 8
Policing, Prisons and Resistance 11
Communities in Peril: Housing, Education and Labor 14
Privatization, Trade and Corporate Plunder 15
Rights and Freedoms: Immigration, LGBTQ, Reproductive Rights 16
War, Imperialism and International Struggle 18
BuzzFlash 20
Progressive Picks 20
Who Reads Truthout? 22
What Makes Truthout Different? 24
Truthout’s Financial Statements 26
Donor Honor Rolls 28
Board of Directors 30
Board of Advisers 31
Our Team 32
Looking Forward 34

“Truthout is where | go
to get the unvarnished version
of the news. Straight no chaser,

not sugar coated or spun toward

this political party or that.
News the way it's meant to be,

honest, tough and reliable.”

Mark Ruffalo  Actor, producer,
director and activist




The 12 months covered in this annual report have been
marked by far more than a year’s worth of violence,
oppression and chaos. Openly racist and xenophobic
far-right movements have gained ground in both Europe
and the United States. The impacts of man-made climate
disruption are now not just easily observable but have
become an often terrifying part of everyday life. And the

US continues to show a callous disregard for human life,

whether it’s police shootings at home or airstrikes abroad.

Election years always pose a particular set of challenges
for those few truly independent media outlets. That’s
been especially true this year. How do you describe what 1s
specifically dangerous about Donald Trump without letting
the GOP and American history off the hook? How do you
ensure that Hillary Clinton’s policies are covered thoroughly
and honestly? How do you make sure third-party candidates
like Jill Stein are given their fair share of space? And how
do you provide accurate and consistent coverage of the

many down-ballot races slipping below the radar?

Truthout has been unsparing in our critical analysis of

the Democratic and Republican nominees. Since before
the first primary ballot was cast, we have known that
whatever the result of the 2016 presidential election, there
will be injustices and bad policies that need exposing,

and people’s movements that need uplifting. We’ve made
sure to provide coverage of all the issues that don’t stop
mattering just because an election campaign is underway.

Here are just a few of them.

For years, reporting on the racism and injustice of prisons
and policing in the US was lonely work. Today’s media
and political landscape 1s very different. The question

has become not “should we reform the police and prison
system?” but “how can we ensure that reforms make

things better, not worse?”

The reporting we’ve published has addressed the criminal
legal system’s devastating impact on families, the overlaps
with the immigration detention system, and the limits and
side effects of reforms that involve confinement, surveillance,

or family separation.

We've also continued to provide a platform for the
organizers and thinkers who are working to dismantle
these unjust systems. A milestone in our coverage of
these issues took place this year with the publication of
Truthout’s first-ever print anthology, Who Do You Serve,
Who Do You Protects Police Violence and Resistance in the

Unated States (Haymarket Books).

The Movement for Black Lives is now a national
phenomenon that has provided thorough analysis of

not just prisons and policing, but racialized economic
and social inequality throughout the US and beyond.
Truthout has published reporting from the front lines of
vigils and direct actions, and we have provided a platform
for debates within the movement: It was in a Truthout
op-ed that Aislinn Pulley of Black Lives Matter Chicago
explained why she turned down the offer to meet with
President Obama at the White House.
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We also define racial justice more broadly than
most. Our monthly climate dispatches and
regular investigative reports are chronicling
both the degradation of our environment and
the ways in which economically disadvantaged
and socially marginalized communities are
increasingly impacted by pollution and

resource extraction.

The scale of the climate crisis we face 1s yet

another factor that makes it clear: Truly

independent journalism has never been more

needed. We see a real scarcity of mainstream attention

to crucial political topics, including economic justice,
militarism and war, education, reproductive justice, health
care and food justice. Truthout covers these topics with
both investigative reporting and trenchant commentary,
always working not only to interrogate current injustices,
but also to spotlight movements for transformation and
to give voice to visionaries who are imagining a more

equitable future.

This has been a challenging year for independent

and online news media. Journalism has been under
sustained economic assault for decades, with newspapers
continuing to shutter offices and be bought out by
conglomerates. The past twelve months have shown

the vulnerability of even the so-called “new” media, as
websites have either laid off large numbers of staff or

closed down entirely. Many online publications who

pinned their financial hopes to advertising have discovered
that it 1s not, in fact, a sustainable source of revenue. It
turns out that chasing traffic with outrageous headlines
and insubstantial stories isn’t just bad journalism, it’s not

even good business practice.

So we’re prouder than ever that Truthout remains unique in
our values and our funding model. September 2016 marked
15 years since Truthout first went online. In that time, our
world has changed greatly and so have we. But some things
remain constant. We still refuse all advertising. We still
value justice, compassion, truth and integrity above all else.
And we are still supported by our community of readers
and supporters. Thank you all for making the contents of

this report possible -- and here’s to the next 15 years!

&

Maya Schenwar & Joe Macaré
Editor-in-Chief & Publisher
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Editorial Highlights

Truthout’s editorial approach goes against the grain of recent trends that

have weakened the media’s integrity and credibility. We favor accountability
over sensationalism and substance over “clickbait.” Our reporting has never
overlooked inconvenient truths, and our analysis neither claims easy victories
nor scaremongers about the threats faced by society. Instead, we publish detailed

examinations of existing systemic problems and potential systemic solutions.

Truthout’s staff reporters and contributing writers have been hard at work all
year, and we've selected a small number of their original stories to highlight on

the following pages. We invite you to see for yourself just how transformative

independent journalism can be.



http://www.truth-out.org/news/item/34409-mother-nature-s-invisible-hand-strikes-back-against-the-carbon-economy

Truthout spent much of the year shedding light on a
wide variety of environmental issues across the nation,
including the impacts of offshore oil and gas drilling in
the Gulf of Mexico. Our staff reporter Mike Ludwig
closely tracked this developing story as organizers and
environmentalists worked to end to fossil fuel leasing

on public lands and waters.

On the other side of the country, award-winning
Truthout staff reporter Dahr Jamail wrote a series of
reports on the US Navy’s plans to fly fighter jets with
clectromagnetic weapons over pristine habitats in
the Pacific Northwest as part of its training exercises
and war games. The reports revealed that the military
brazenly attempted to circumvent environmental
regulations and to ignore public concerns over the
impacts that the resulting noise and electromagnetic
pollution could have on human and environmental
health. Truthout also revealed the Navy’s plans

for clandestine “simulated” invasions of residential

neighborhoods and public coastlines.

As world leaders prepared to haggle over the future
of the planet at the COP21 climate summit in Paris,
Dahr Jamail was busy producing monthly Climate
Disruption Dispatches on the hard science behind
climate change, a phenomenon that “continues to
outstrip our ability to model worst-case scenarios, as
it 1s happening much faster than was ever anticipated.”

Jamail chronicled the very real harm that climate

change 1s wreaking on the world, from cold snaps,
wildfires, droughts and floods to animal die-offs, and
from the growing numbers of climate refugees to an
ever-more-alarming scientific consensus on the future

of the planet.

Educator, author and activist Chris Williams spent a
year as Truthout’s writer-in-residence, tackling the
intersections of capitalism, environmental degradation
and colonialism. His pieces on Indigenous resistance
efforts and climate justice campaigns around the world
provided a crucial multi-issue analysis of the wrong
turns humanity has taken and what must be done to

right them.

As part of the national, ongoing conversation about
health and wellness, Jeff Ritterman covered the
dangerously incorrect federal nutritional guidelines

-- guidelines that continue to contribute to the
diabetes epidemic in the United States. Brian Moench
highlighted the children suffering irreversible brain
damage caused by lead poisoning in Flint, Michigan,
a direct result of corruption and anti-regulation at the
hands of the officials who were tasked with keeping
their communities safe. William Rivers Pitt also took
a hard look at Flint through a historical lens, tying the
modern health and environmental challenges back to
their roots in racism, poverty and the destruction of

union jobs.
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Elections: Beyond the Horserace

* The 2016 US presidential election
will have a huge impact on the future
of the country and the world, but
most US presidential candidates
hardly addressed the major issues
confronting humanity. In an exclusive
interview with Truthout, world-
renowned scholar Noam Chomsky
warned that if neoliberalism maintains
its foothold as the supreme politico-
economic doctrine, the rich will only
get richer and the US will be ripe for

political authoritarianism. Chomsky , _
. these candidates fought for votes and media coverage.
asserts that people’s energies “should o . o )
) ) . (For example, Bernd’s exclusive interview with Jill Stein
be directed substantially toward developing a popular , , ,
_ , boosted the candidate’s profile early in the campaign
movement that will not fade away after the election.” ) ) i ) )
, _ _ , season, elevating discussions of the issues Stein was
Our series of interviews with Chomsky over the o ] o ) )
. . bringing to the fore.) Meanwhile, William Rivers Pitt
course of the year delved into the serious structural ] ] o
. chronicled the story of the election and its influencers
issues that such a popular movement must address, i ) o
) ) ] ) o throughout the entire campaign season, providing
including climate change, the impacts of capitalism . .
. - much-needed critical perspectives and commentary.
and the degradation of the educational system.

. . * The integrity of the democratic process has been
* One notable gap in most mainstream coverage was the . . .
] ) at the forefront of discussion throughout election
work of third-party candidates. Truthout staff reporters o ) ]
) ) ] season. Victoria Collier and Ben Ptashnik reported on
Mike Ludwig and Candice Bernd reported on how
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Annual Report 2015 - 2016

the question of whether election rigging took place * Truthout staff reporter and editor Candice Bernd

in the 2016 Democratic primaries, and on the secret revealed how, although a federal appeals court had
computerized voting systems that are in the hands of upheld a ban on government contractors contributing
partisans. According to cyber-security experts, the to federal election campaigns, those same contractors
people behind these systems have distorted election were still contributing anonymously to “dark money”
results in the past, which begs the question: Can an nonprofit groups. Such groups were expected to
election ever be truly democratic? increase political spending in the 2016 race, despite

] o ) IRS rules that should have reigned in their ability to
* Throughout the election cycle, a billion-dollar industry , .
of corporate mass media centered its coverage on influence clections.
frivolous questions, often failing to pin down the
dangerous xenophobia
and sensationalism fueling
the right’s attempt at the
presidency. Commentaries
from Mark Karlin, editor of
Truthout’s BuzzFlash section,
exposed Donald Trump’s
demagogic bluster and
challenged the legacy of right-
wing corporate propaganda
that espouses the idea that

businesses have the best interest

of the consumer at heart.
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* Across the country, movements for affordable health
care and accessible mental health care gained steam.
Colorado citizens put single-payer health care up to a
vote on a 2016 statewide ballot referendum. Michael
Corcoran reported on the story behind the historic

vote which, if approved, would amend Colorado’s

constitution to create a statewide, publicly financed,
universal health system for the first time in US history.
Meanwhile Oryx Cohen investigated a promising
mental health reform bill that, upon closer inspection,

actually catered directly to pharmaceutical companies.
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Policing, Prisons and Resistance

* Truthout continued to publish groundbreaking work ongoing imprisonment of hundreds of thousands
on the issues surrounding solitary confinement, in of people for drug offenses in the US. Meanwhile,
particular showing how women and LGBTQ prisoners as alarmist coverage of the opiate crisis took center
often remain overlooked. Investigative reporter stage, Mike Ludwig pointed out how many state and
Victoria Law detailed the ways in which, although local governments still prohibit essential treatments
there is increasing recognition in the mental health and harm-reduction measures. For example, Ludwig
field and even within various state prison systems of reported on the devastating effects of a federal funding
solitary’s harmful effects, solitary confinement is still ban on needle exchanges while an HIV outbreak ripped
used every day to arbitrarily humiliate, degrade and through a small town in Indiana.

dehumanize people.

Law also investigated

the impacts of isolation
on adolescents in the
juvenile detention system
and the steps some states
have taken to prohibit
placing youth in solitary

for punitive reasons.

* As politicians began
to herald the “end”
of the war on drugs,
Truthout continued to
cover the drug war’s

fallout, including the
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Protesters shut down Chicago's Lake Shore Drive on April 30, 2016, to demand the firing of police officer Dante Servin
(for the shooting of Rekia Boyd) and the restoration of funding to Chicago State University. (Photo: Kelly Hayes)

offenses. Her article was a major
contributing factor to the commutation
and release of one of the mothers featured

in the piece, Angie Jenkins.

In a series of more than a dozen
original articles, Truthout investigated
the multiple ways in which phone
companies, “video-visit” service
providers and other private companies
are taking advantage of their “captive
market” to make millions off families
struggling to keep in touch. Brian

Dolinar brought these issues to the

* The conversation around race, prison and criminal forefront of the public’s attention, contributing to
justice policies rarely turns to the children and families a major victory when the Federal Communications
suffering alongside their incarcerated loved ones. Commission voted in October 2015 to cap the rates
Truthout reported on visiting policies that violate for phone calls from prisons and jails after years of
basic protocols for maintaining family connections profiteering by telecommunications companies.

and on practices that result in prisoners being shipped
hundreds of miles from home. We also examined how
marginalized prisoners are left especially vulnerable to
being cut off from their families. Victoria Law wrote
an in-depth investigative report on mothers serving

extraordinarily long prison sentences for nonviolent

* As the debate about race, police brutality and justice
played out on the national stage, Black Lives Matter
Chicago cofounder Aislinn Pulley was invited to attend
a White House event addressing these challenges.

Pulley publicly declined President Obama, in a plea for
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transparency and accountability. She wrote
an essay for Truthout on her rationale for
refusing the president’s invitation -- a piece
that was widely shared and discussed, shining
a national spotlight on the president’s

reluctance to make meaningful changes.

* With no national standards for screening
police applicants, specialized psychologists
may rely on tests that are not focused
on predicting aggression, and incumbent
officers’ personality profiles are not

typically re-evaluated post—hire. Truthout Protesters block traffic in response to Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) raids and deportations,
on February 15, 2016, in Chicago. (Photo: Tom Callahan)

reporter Candice Bernd investigated
the gaping holes in police departments’ plays into the logic of mass incarceration.

psychological screening, as well as how the mental _ o

. . , * Truthout continued to report closely on persisting

and emotional consequences of policing leave entire S i

. _ injustices at the Guantdnamo Bay prison.

communities with deep psychological trauma. ,
Adam Hudson covered how, while the Obama

* Encounters between Native Americans and the US administration has increased the pace of releasing
criminal legal system have been largely omitted from the Guantanamo detainees, the US policy of indefinite
critical narrative surrounding mass incarceration. James detention remains, even after the Senate’s release of
Kilgore dove into the colonial relationship between the CIA torture program report in December 2014
the US state and Native peoples, past and present. His revealed the extent of the abuse prisoners suffered at
heavily researched piece now provides a resource for the hands of the CIA.

those looking to understand how Indigenous persecution
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Communities

in Peril:

Housing,

Education and Labor

* Truthout has faithfully covered the issues facing young
people today, particularly poor young people of color.
Henry A. Giroux analyzed the crush of state violence and
material burdens resulting from a neoliberal system that
sees young people as disposable consumers. Drawing on
his own youth, Giroux also showed that a different future
is possible: Working-class young people are “flipping
the script” -- or recognizing how ruling-class-defined
weaknesses are actually strengths -- in order to rewrite
themselves into mass social movements and create real
economic and political change. Giroux also dove into the

critical role of pedagogy, which can be used to illuminate

the relationships among knowledge, authority and power.

* With comprehensive immigration reform at a standstill,
journalist Erika L. Sinchez reported on the growing
movement of undocumented students fighting for
access to higher education and dismantling the “good”
versus “bad” immigrant narrative. Sanchez wrote of
how activists have been mobilizing across the country,

continuing to concentrate their efforts on passing

state legislation that would make higher education
more attainable, while demanding rights for all

undocumented people in the United States.

Grassroots movements in the US have come alive
with organizing campaigns to reverse labor inequities
and abuses, and the rise of worker cooperatives has
been one of the most hopeful developments in this
arena. Writer Brian Van Slyke documented how,

by developing genuine partnerships with unions

and other worker organizations, the cooperative
movement has been gaining valuable allies. Van Slyke’s
work reveals that long after the traditional bosses are

gone, workers will be able to thrive and innovate.

Much has been written about gentrification in major
cities like New York and San Francisco, but Truthout’s
Adam Hudson also reported from the frontlines in
Richmond, California, a historically working-class,
Black community that has been successtul in pushing
for police reforms and holding a massive Chevron
plant accountable for environmental abuses. Now the
community faces new challenges: rising property values
and the spillover of gentrification from the Bay Area.
The story revealed that gentrification is not a “big
city” phenomenon, but instead is a broader capitalist
phenomenon. Other Truthout stories over the past
year have shown how gentrification has grown out

of colonialism and the displacement of Indigenous
people, and 1s also deeply rooted in “free market”

principles that privilege the very few over the many.
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Privatization, Trade and

Corporate Plunder

Truthout’s role in amplifying the voices of local
communities organizing to defend their environment
-- and drawing national attention to these issues -- has
never been more relevant. In Texas, Candice Bernd
chronicled the progression of fracking across the state
and the resistance that set an example for the rest of
the country to follow. Bernd documented the steps
taken by activists in Denton, Texas to ban hydraulic
fracturing within city limits, and the subsequent push
by the conservative American Legislative Exchange
Council (ALEC) for the passage of HB-40, which
rendered the ban unenforceable, as part of a wider
ALEC-backed strategy to prevent more than 300 other

Texas cities from banning or regulating fracking.

Foreshadowing the struggle at Standing Rock, the
battle for clean water raged on across the country as
communities organized to save their water sources
from contamination by fracking or corporate thievery.
While nearly 40 percent of the United States was
experiencing drought, residents in a small town in
Pennsylvania were facing down an uncertain future.
Truthout covered the story of how the area’s most
critical natural resource -- water -- was being extracted
to the tune of millions in profits by corporate giant
Nestlé. Alexis Bonogofsky reported on the efforts of
one town to resist corporate encroachment and keep
Nestlé out of their community. The story was widely

shared, including among many advocacy groups. Two

months after the story ran, we received the good news:

Nestlé was abandoning its plans. The community had

won, and their water was protected.

* We also turned our attention to the dangerous
consolidation of the pharmaceutical industry, with
Steve Hendricks reporting on the naked price gouging
of generic prescriptions and how it affected the lives
of people who depend on those drugs. Meanwhile,
Mike Ludwig exposed the hundreds of millions of
dollars spent on lobbying and campaign donations
every year by the pharmaceutical industry, and how the
massive spending turned recent proposals to regulate
drug prices into political long shots, despite growing

consumer outrage.
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