
MITCHIKANIBIKOK INIK
 
WITHOUT PREJUDICE 

Algonquins of Barriere Lake 
Les Algonquins du Lac Barriere 

March 25, 2008 KITIGANIK -Rapid Lake ­ Lac Rapide 
Quebec JOW 2eO 

ATTENTION: 
Tel; (819) 435-2181 Fax; (819) 435-2191 

Mitchikanibikok Inik Eligible Members 
Acting Chief Benjamin Nottaway 
Moise Papatie 
David Wawatie 
Jean Paul Ratt 
Jean Maurice Matchewan 
Casey Ratt 
Ricky Decoursay 
Donat Thusky 
Roger Jerome 
Wayne Papatie 
Grand ChiefNonnan Young 
Algonquin Chiefs 
Regional Chief Ghislain Picard 
National Chief Phil Fontaine 
Honourable Chuck Strahl 
Honourable Lawrence Cannon 
Honourable Benoit Pelletier 
Clifford Lincoln, ABL Special Representative 

Re: Notice of Judicial Review Application Regarding DIA Interference with 
Mitchikanibikok Inik (Algonquins of Barriere Lake) Leadership Selection 

Attached, please find a Notice of Application for Judicial Review. Our Elders Council has filed 
this Judicial Review to challenges Minister Strahl's decision of March 10, 2008 to wrongly 
register Casey Ratt as our Chief and other individuals as our Councillors of our First Nation. 

On January 31, 2008, Casey Ratt wrote a letter to Minister Strahl on January 31, 2008, falsely 
claiming there was a leadership change within our First Nation on December 11, 2007. I had 
been approached by certain individuals from within our First Nation about a leadership review, 
but the process to come to a consensus amongst the Elders on the need for such a review had not 
reached completion. 

As such, a majority of our Elders have not participated in a leadership review assembly within 
the meaning of section 8.11 of our Anishinabe Onaldnakewin. Our Elders did not reach a 
consensus on the removal of the Customary Council on December 11, 2007, as falsely claimed 
by Casey Ratt. Moreover, a majority of our Elders did not participate in a leadership selection 



on January 30, 2008, as falsely claimed by Casey Ratt. Therefore, the process used by Casey 
Ratt. and others. was not done in accordance with our Anishinabe Onakinakew;n. 

On february 4, 2~, [ wrote to Minister Strahl, to infonn him that there had been no new 
leadership selection Wldertaken within our First Nation, according to OUr Anishinabe 
Onakinakewin. Min~er Strahl did not respond to my February 4, 2008, letter. 

The c(,"fusion cause" by the false claims made by Casey Ratt and others has been worsened by 
the issuance of a letth from DIA's Andre Cote, dated March 10,2008. This letter indicated that 
once again, the Mirlister of Indian Affairs has decidecJ to interfere in our internal affairs by 
registering the resuRs of the falsely claimed leadership selection process and to conduct his 
relationship with out First Nation with the supposed council composed of Casey Ratt, Ricky 
Decollrsay. Donat THusky, Roger Jerome and Wayne Papatie. 

Minister Strahl did rlot consult in any way with our Elders Council before making this decision. 
The Minister did nor provide our Elders Council with any infonnation whatsoever regarding the 
hasis for his decisioJl\ of March 10,2008; more particularly, Minister Strahl did not provide the 
detail$ upon which ~e based his decision, including a copy of the report by Laurier Riel who 
apparently witnessed the supposed leadership selection according to Casey Ratt's letter of 
January 3 I, 2008. 

Minister Strahl's decision has an impact on our First Nation: 

.1"1 is \:leing acted ~n by OlAND, other government departments and the false council as if it 
is valid: 

• Our Elders Council are negotiating with the Minister, matters which are the subject of a 
Judicial Review in case No. T-1514-06; 

-11 has dTectively ignored the authority of our Elders in our role over leadership selections; 
• The decision has disc has fuelled dissension within our First Nation. 

Because of the confU,ion cased by OIA 's March 10, 2008 letter which registers a false Chief and 
Council. in violation ()f our customs, and because of the negative impacts this has caused for our 
firsl N~lion, our Elders Council commenced this legal action to protect our customs regarding 
our leadership selectilon. 

We are <Ilso advising the governments of Canada and Quebec, as well as others, that Casey Ratt, 
Ricky Decoursay, F:>onat Thusky, Roger Jerome and Wayne Papatie, are not authorized 
representatives of QIlJ.r First Nation. As such, any undertakings written or oral by these 
individuals is not valid and will not be considered binding upon our First Nation. 

Sincerely. 

~£-.~-"1~~~~.f.{;;;; ~watje 
Milchik.anihikok Ini}C·
 
Counc j I of Elders
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