storm, the most widespread topic in this activism is fighting
for the female right to wear whatever we want, without being
criticised or sexually exploited/ assaulted. This was
important especially with the rise of rape culture, where
most of the time, victims of rape are disregarded based on
what they were wearing, and that they 'were asking' to be
assaulted the moment they leave the house in a 'suggestive'
way of dress. To this day, feminists on the internet still
gtand for this activism and continue to fight against the
rape culture, unjustified cases of sexual assault and 'slut-
shaming', a term used when a woman is discriminated for her
sexual confidence (either by clothing or lifestyle).

When the new wave of modern day feminism took the Internet by J

if a woman has the right to wear as little as she
we should be able to wear as much as we want,

However,
wants, surely
right?




This zine is a protest, a long winded " Fmmsk You", to the
false feminists, the media, the world politicians and the
Islamophobes who are revoking Muslim women the right to veil '
and the right to freely believe in our religion. From the
rude and hateful activists of FEMEN, to ignorant maingtream
media and pop culture, to France's ban of the burga and quite
recently, the burkini. The notion that ihe veil is oppresaive
and a symbol of oppression towards Muslim women is a
ridiculous and false notion, and this zine has an aim to
dismiss that, as well as shine a more positive light on the
veil and the women who embrace it,

P.8: T am fully aware that while there are a lot of
negativity centered on the hijab and my religion, there are
still respectful people (Muslim and nen-Muslim) who accaept
differences and stand for the rights of othera. I love all of

you and I too, will fight for you and your rights to the
deathhhh.

This is my first zine. Thank
peace be upon you always.

you so much for reagyn

s e

9, and may

~loathe,childq /
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"But like omg idgi why would anyone even wear it ??77?

Hard to believe, but the veil is a freedom of choice.

Because [ want Lo, Karen.

Whern : . ]
Btreg: wcz:nl;nfhl]ab, or nigab, or burka, walks on the
e fr 19 :
+ pbeop rom a mile away can point a finger and say &, Because | can

"That's a Muslim", But ‘ |
_ : . not all women in Isl
the wveil. . 7 } Islam actually y 5 No, I ‘ugly’ with
l. It is actually quite common especially in sgu:;al 'IHIHOtUQy e ‘:T
N Y

east Asla that some Muslim women

if ; do not wear ‘
if they are practicing Muslims, the veil, even

fine. In fact, it is i and it's actually.. Totall
fulfillmei:c:}é ;Erlzl in our good deeds, mannerism and = v'\
important, and donni;glzﬁaaje?lMESllm that are extremely
oesg v - oari )
e I'm hot as heck it's just not for you to see

not necessarily make

someone a pG]’.fECt Muslim =
] because we are all an f ct A ul
a f “g ar

human beings.

The truth is, Muslim women who choose to wear the hijab do so
out of a freely reasoned choice and we §re completely hapPy
and satisfied with that decision. This 18 ?xFremely baff}lng
to 'feminists' with only a single sided opinion on what is
'liberation' and ' freedom' for women, and continue t? deny
the truthful opinions of women who *gasp* actually likes??

The hijab??

that 114 A i
Veiling makes a woman M women whe do
1 a

. Ll wd
lim thap othe

The £4r%t and most obvious reason is because it's a cultural
or religious dressing. Like how many other cultures have

their own traditional dressing. I feel like this shouldn't be Q
very difficult concept to wrap our heads around unless you

are deliberately closed minded about any cultural background
or traditions around the world. It bothers me that countries
still practicing their traditions and faiths are deemed as

\bettei—/ Mus

th the MisTudgeme

+
rs, nt

RIANNM The fact that I wear

the veil does not make me better than a woman who doesn’t, and I do not have

the right to jud i : . ; |
K Sy e e A R AR A 3 'backward' in this rapidly modernized world. We cannot let
global modernization wipe out our traditions and cultural
background.

I've seen a rising trend of people embracing their cultures
on social media and I think it's wonderful. Imagine how

! : hy the notion that the veil is oppressive is & gompletaly horing th§ World will be without the differences
Which is why & that is extremely ignorant to the 4 in cultures and traditions. And the people who wish the world
conStFuCth ;mZ?l thogse who wear it, and the peoP1? WhO.iﬁag to be rid of religion, cultures and traditions are the ones
experience O i robably never had a conversation Wi who are.spiteful and intolerant towards the people who are

py this notion have P know about the actual 'not like them'. I beg to guestion these people;

2 other to
Muslim woman, ©F don't even b

1ives of Muslim women. g _1

"How far up is your head in your ass to think that everyone
in the world should be like you?"
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Anyway, since the hijab is a feminine 'icon' of the religionm,

it became a form of identity and a direct connection between
it is also a reminder that

our faith and us. For some of us,
with this headscarf, we are representing our religion and we

should be mindful of our actions and mannerism on a daily
basis. For some others, it's simply a rite of passage as a

Muslim woman.

From my own understanding, Muslim women who choose to wedr
en who believe and

the hijab do so for the love of Islam. Wom .
understand Islam do not see the religion as oppressive or

‘anti-women' as the popular misconception c¢laims. This is

extremely hard for the ignorant pociety to accept bacguse
they have a fixed negyative opinion of the religion which they

feel should apply to everyone, and feel inelined to 'save’
these oh so oppressed Muslim women. —

Side Note:

this andech:ehoccyrrence.Of People who ineist on claimin

Bedoma oo rampaz:ri:l: thing in Islam on the internet havg
i at T no 1 .

My eyes and .scroll away. onger become mad, instead roll

37’3’...==I.!Ei *ﬁ"lI.l.l‘..‘\k
gg’nﬁifbx ;=zii‘¥‘aﬁzgf
\ . -
omg tell me more about my own religion plz wise onE
s

T _;’:/, \\Q:—ﬂ

Who are again.. "O¥ld of
gain ; Sex- 2
1oophole thay © Fhis idea hungry men. orort ZOF the gar
at can g bvio i et
mean Should aﬁlly rabyt th ule: peopl 4
Tough the =

Bexug]l thi
y ratll.
WIth thay too,

er from it, B

7 generaj N Tecognjzeg

ittg towardsg women

lt ar Ob'-e élt) tha WOI’
]actlfic&tion nern

t

agg daners 9f men

fromtgls i3 a way to p
®INg victimg of o

" .
B , , .
ut it's not fairrrr Muslim men don't have to cover"

There is a command to Muslim men that they should not lustfully
look at women (other than their own wives); and in order to prevent
any possikbility of temptation, they are required to cast their
glances downwards; This ié known as “hijab of the eyes”.

(source: al-islam.org)
We totally

accept these 'rules' and don't see it as 'anti-women' or
'pro-men' but as a mutual form of respect. This is also a

difficult concept to grasp for people who only see gendexr
‘women can do what men can' and 'men can do what

equality as
women can', because in Islam, women and men have a slight
variation of 'gender roles' that compensate each other to

allow equality.

LIELR ANNT

There jg
- also a it
Muslin faministapogflblllty that Muslip
+ choose to weayr ha hijagmen, ®Bpecially
Sut of lipe i
ration

against the :
Mainsty

:f beaUty and 'thalzsr ?OP culture, ‘Westerns

O explain. How = BomgtﬂiThla ig sgmethingﬂ;?sd bstandardg
g that co 2 aen i
s Meanin

body ba "1
liberating: - :
ting' for womens ®T8 and hides the female

reldtive to th e
ideolons ® differenceg ip -

| olegical ang e 1n judgment ;
form of egualitypOIltlcal contexty r World vieys, and

or liberation or freedom

& .

e::ﬁ éveryone in the world needs to comply. It changes withi

.y f:;uﬁtry, culture|or political background. Exposure of .
ale body doesn't define liberation, and the covering

of it doesn't deny that.
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If a woman, maybe a non-Muslim woman, decides to dress

mod?stly because she's not comfortable with showing skin, and

decided to cover her hair as well (for idk maybe because she
knqws the sun is a death ball of death rays that damage your
skin and hair), does that make her oppressed? Heck no., Then

¥h¥ ﬁ?es this 'oppression' only apply when she's a woman of
alt

and let's say, we turn the perﬁpecyive,around..When western
ure continues to exploilt the female

consumer capitalist cult ' . . )
form in advertisements, media and the entertainment industry RCClalmlng the HU&b

when beauty magazines alter images to inve
expectations ‘of what's "beautiful"; wﬁmn oS -
e e ani.lowbseliezstzim ;Eoﬁ?gaznaziczgttziis When I watched a YouTube video by Teen Vogue featuring Muslim
g e ec;orm; Thg hijaﬁ baéomaﬁ liberation women, both veiled and unveiled, living in America, one of them
mentioned the reclaiming of the hijab. This, to me, is a very
interesting yet important reason behind a woman’s decision to veil,
especially in a country where a bulk of society opposes it. There
will be people, companies, politicians, that want to make it
difficult for a Muslim woman to don the veil, and it is important
for us to protect the hijab, and let the hijab live on past our

nt unreal
semetic surgery,

rise, .
exploitation of the female
against all of that.

.

generation and our future generations.L

& |

we give them nothing to look at.
wa wear the

loves to lool,

way from us,

society that y
R s to take the hijab a

While the world trie
hijab to take it back.




singapore
‘The Tudung Issue

is a Malay word which translates to something that

=/ Tudung’ : ‘ )
‘ Tt’s a term widely used in Singapore, Malaysia

veils or COVers.
and Indonesia, referring to the hijab.

Al
‘Sunny Side Singapore’ often boasts our multi-racial society. We
grew up pledging, every morning in school, to live in peace and

harmony, “regardless of race, language or religion.” (Literally
written in our national pledge.) ‘

But are we really?

l e issue came to prominence in 2002, when tour
Jters to schoql

Allowing hijab |
pr0blemaﬁc for wearing the tudung. The girls were suspended far nat

jobs adhering to the schaol uniform, and where schools

Malay-Kuslim parents sent their daug!

ad the leeway to permil amendments to

praviously h
' s, the issue

their own uniforms on religious ground
yiew of the Ministry of Education,

came under the pur

which enforced stricter regulations gn L}nifu‘rn"lﬁ inthe

in.tcrcét of keeping government schools secular. The

case sparked a flurry of discussions, arguing both far
and agéinst the acceptance of headscarves,

Grievances stem from the less than satisfactory

resolution to the case of the scheal girls in 2002, as

well as perceived marginatisation of the Mustim

community stch as curbs on madrasah education

and the exclusion of Muslims {rom ‘sensitive’ military

: Yaab

positions.,

= |

Fighting for the Muslim women's right to wear the veil is
extremely important but not just in western countries. In my
home country, Singapore, even with our fairly large Muslim
population, there are companies who refuse to hire women in
hijab, or Muslims in general, and students in public schools
are forbidden to wear the hijab to school, nor are they
granted an alternate uniform that's more modest than the
standard short sleeve button down and knee length skirt.

On the surface, this may not be a problem to a lot of
Singaporeans. Obviously, if a company wouldn't hire you, then
find somewhere else to work. Or, if your child wants to wear
the hijab to school then send her to an Islamic school. But
this feeds to the issue of internal racial intolerance within
Singapore's community. This diverts attention away from the
root of the problem and allow a growing number of companies
an excuse not to hire or accommodate to Muslim employees
either because they find it difficult to cater halal food
(despite the numerous halal eateries in Singapore that serve
almost every cuisine in the world), or they see the hijab as
an unprofessional image, disregarding the Muslim woman's
capabilities, talent or educational level. Furthermors,
Islamic schools are expensive, compared to the extremely
affordable public school fees, and secluding religious
schools' students from regular public schools' students only
feed to the social segregation that already exists.

Side Note: I’'m not going to go much inte

it in this zin
en another zine, zine, maybe

but if you’re interested i is i

sugges..t google-ing a speech written by Dxr éﬂe;h;o;sx:; '
regarding the Tudung Issue. He brought up a relevant and
trt‘lthful viewpoint against the banning of the hijab in public
primary and secondary schools. Unfortunately he.waa fined
$3,000 for speaking up about it. ' -

The speech was written in 2002.

: It’s been more than a decade
s;n;e,rand we still haven’t resolved the Tudung Issue

The issue here is not exactly about the hijab. In fact it’s
never been about the hijab. The problem is the lack of education
and understanding towards other cultures and other religions

The problem is making Muslims seem like a ‘burden’ :
to the sanctity of Singapore’s ‘harmony’ .
expecting us to conform to thi
because if we don’t,
lose our jobs.

or a threat
The problem is

ngs we are uncomfortable with
we’ll get suspended from schools or even

5{!190\‘90@0"&" might argue that Muslim women in other non-Islamic

countries -face this issue (and even worse) but what we need to
realise is that we cannot keep preaching about our racial and
religious unity if our politicians and even ourselves don’t
actually live up to it. We cannot simply say “Oh they had it
worse, in other places so we are fine”, because as a toootally
racially harmonious country, we should’ve been more accepting
and progress more as a society than those other places.
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"What about the Taliban?? And that other horrible tbiqg %n
that Islamic country that I assume applies to every Muslim in

the world????"
Tam . \. yr l
not attempting to argue that the veil is never oppressive for Muslim ! R ' |

women, Clearl}; some women experience covering as oppressu{e. My

point is that the ‘veil is oppressive’ notion .has become a paradigm iy,

which the ‘meaning’ of the veil as OPPLEEEI SIS the status of g » OWARDS M
truth claim. I am saying that I disagree with tht interpretation. - TOV o

USLIM WOMEN HAVE

T N

N = § o
|

The veil, ox moﬁesty, is not in any way suppesed to be an excuse
iy, - ‘_:. o
Y s

i : - a Muslim woman should wear. Sometimes
for men to dictate what M _she

EREVR YR,

Muslim men can be too caught up ‘correcting” a woman’s modesty that

they forget about thejir own .,

Challenging the popular Western Stereotype that the veil ig a
symbol of Muslim women's oppression becomes difficult when
people are only looking at the political issues of Islamic
countries: The Iran's imposition of the chador after
Khomeini'sg revolution in 1997; the Taliban's imgosition of
the bﬁrquafter their accession to pPower in 1997; and the
violence perpetrated by radical dgroups ;

in Egypt, Israel, Algeria and the like.

Before even looking at the big picture,
mainstream Bociety saw how women are den
confined in a home, and barred from any

role in public life, : | e rG
and decide, to put the blame on Islam, making the veil as a \/ eR Y 2 ¢
symbol of ‘the unfairness against women., But these -real- ' oS : 1 n
OPPressivé practices against women are - - . & reflection of = : S e ' ]

the media and
ied education,

o

neither Islam nor the veil but of extremis

m and\ gender
unfairness in g political context, - ——

There are peopls who've eXpressed that Islam treatsg women
badly, But to that T would argue, so do the west, so do
developing countries, so do countries around the dam
with male-biaged politics and cultural practice. The
mistreatment of women literally exists across the globe,
across cultures and across religions, whether by domestic
abuse; unequal salaries or denying women healthcare, divorce
rights and education, Tt ig unfair, in fact incorrect, to say
that Ielam treats women badly, because Islam doesn't treat
women badly, misogyny does.

n world
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One is not better than the other:

Challenging the East vs West mentality

Which vision for women do you want”
One where women are empowered or
suppressed? East VS West. Choose
correctly.

@acondly, as long as both women ar
they are wearing, why doeg it even

Even if this zine focuse
1 if tl 5 on the right t i ’
i . S © veil an
fz:e wi?ilit that velllpg and modesty ig better tgaSOdesFY’ :
(- O expose their bodjieg. The hijab isn't one's
at makes you better than the next woman ERe e
4

vour body. "Women should
e be allowe

'better'?

nor does eXposing

What needs to be done, then, is to accept disagreement and work
together on issues that coincide. There will be issues on which all
women can cooperate: education rights, spousal abuse, wcmen’s

i i i inst
i ! ; d with pitting women agains
i 1 why is soclety obbegse
Flritoiﬁer?yInstead of debating about what'the ztiyizz a;;ter
eacring I just want to commend them for being a h§ i; e
xzirs upon hours of training they went through, this 4

only thing that matters?

healthcare and so on.







It's just a piece of cloth around our head, get over itl]]

! Critics of the Western discoursp
ern focus on the veil has been ob:
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no matter how badly written (I'm not a

ammar, weak vocabulary and even worse
't get to cover, has shown a new

1 really hope this zine,
writer of sorts, T have bad gr
spelling) or how many issues I didn
perspective of the hijab, and maybe even Islam. And if you, the
reader, are also a Muslim, I hope this zine gives you comfort in
knowing you're not alone in bearing the weight of Islamophobia on
your shoulders. We've all been there; trying to defend ourselves

put ending up screaming into the void.

I honestly have only started wearing the hijab for merely 3 months
when I started writing this zine but I felt the need to address the
negative-misconception of the hijab because it became something
that was really important to me and my identity. T had my doubts
about wearing the hijab at first, because I was afraid of facing
ey [T e T UL . the éocial stigma againsF.it within my country and overseas, but
realize after that the hijab shouldn't stop me from doing what I

There are various issu
£ that I didn't get to feature: The Male Guidance Law 1n . )
want or love. It didn't stop me from being myself, creating my art

illing of Muslims in . . .
: . . or listening to my favourite bands. It shouldn't stop me from my
on Syria, Palestine, around and in ! ]

future endeavours, travelling the world and seeking lifelong

against i

Saudi Arabia; the burning of mosques and mass k

Burma; the continuous war

these issues are rising every day and Islamophobia is at b . 3
- . . " learning. S

will be even higher if Trump gets elected

does some stupid shit again.)

between;
an all-time high. (And it
as the US president, or if ISIS

And if someone has a problem with that, just remember, people have

e e el Mot S el R el e ke oy SR e a problem with literally everything.

(ouf religious dressing makes us a very obvious and easy target £
racial and religious harassment) increasingly difficulty To 5§' hor
thé world may ask: Why do Muslims still practice their ;el' i l?
Still wear the hijab; and some still refuse to condone to R
modernization and westernization (people who differ from 'mod
Muslims'); if it imposes a danger towards tﬁem? i

Islam is actually simple. It's just that everyone is making it
really hard and difficult. Personally I think of it this way:
Practicing Muslims fully accept that l1ife is just temporary (even Y
more temporary now with the war against Islam), and our doings in —_—
this world are preparation for the next, or in layman's term, the
afterlife. All these tragedies, hardships and worldly desires... We
just try not to let it get in the way between us and our beliefs,

because to us that is the most important.

May
Y pPeace be upon You always
14







