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~ orders of an absolute dictator. Just as surely as

the finer particles of sand filter through the larger
pebbles and finally find their level at the bottom,
so individuals of like natures through the logic
of events, ultimately find a common stomping

ground. In the case of the communists and Lewis,

the stomping ground would seem to be the lives
and destiny of the American workers,

Lewis and the communists have a tacit under-
standing to the effect that they “use each other”
in furthering their own avowed separate ends but
the intelligent element of the workers know full
well the ends sought by each is a common goal—
the regimentation of labor in straight-jacket unions
and the harnessing of the unions to the bandwagon
of a Labor Party.

Of course Lewis meeds disciplined-briefcase or-
ganizers who will take orders without questioning
the results of their action on the workers. Amd
the commies considered themselves fortunate to
get ithe opportunity to place their 13th St. (New
York) “leader graduates” in a position to do a
little “mass work.” “Mass work,” or more accur-
ately speaking, organized disruption, is a require-
ment imposed on every party member.

Tn addition to the commies, “ham and egg” poli-
tical careerists of all stripes have boarded the
Lewis band wagon. Union halls will cease to be
the couneil rooms where workers gather to discuss
their present plight and formulate plans for eco-
nomie salvation. Under the Lewis-Commie setup the
union halls will become the aremna where megalo-
maniac peanut politicians will bravely fight it out
in lengthly word battles to the utter disgust and
ultimate disaster of the workers. The union hall
under the €, I. O. has already become the play-
thing of men who play the game of labor politics
as a business.

The union hall must be kept free of these busi-
ness politicians if labor is to make gains on the
economic front. And that is why unions are or-
ganized in the first place. A Jabor union is an
instrument of combat on the economic battlefromt,
the sector where the real fight is carried on. We
organize umions to wring concessions from the
bosses in the every-day struggle and through our
experience we perfect the organizations to carry
on the production of needed things when the eco-
nomic collapse of the present system of exploita-
tion makes possible the building of a new civiliza-
tion. Furthermore, during the reign of dominant
economic classes in previously existing systems of
exploitation, the submerged class developed weap-
ons of struggle peculiar to, and fitted omly for
jtself. The instrument developed and successfully
used against the feuwdal barons by our present
masters was the parliamentary system. The
tremendous sums of money necessary to carry on
a political campaign precludes the poambihty of the

‘workers using this instrument in their struggle.

The only instrument of combat the workers have
used to advantage has been the economic union.
It is something they grab on to instinctively in
time of strugg'le the same as a man w:tll m‘b a
elub to fight off a wild beast.

Labor Party

But, despite the fact that all attempts of labor
to organize a Labor Party have proven to be labor’s
undoing, all “wings’”” and ‘‘splinter groups” of the
communist party, together with C. I. 0. fakers,
have been assiduously brewing this diabolical eon-
coction for the past seven years in order to drug
the minds of ‘the workers to accept the dictatorial
decrees of the political messiahs,

In the first place so-called “Labor” parties are
never controlled by labor. .And the record of
“Jabor parties” in other countries is nothing but
the sad story of sellouts and betrayals of the work-
ers on the economic field for temporary advantage,
or, pelf and place for the political lea,ders on the
political stage. We only have to look’ to England
and Ramsay MeDonald for confirmation of that
fact. Yet, every country in Europe has had its
MeDonalds and Hendersons. Men who sold the
heritage of their class for a stinky mess of political
pottage.

The workers have never controlled a so-called
“labor party” because the composition of such a
party is such that the workers can become nothing
more than pawns in the game, Petty business men,
ambitious lawyers, abortion doctors, ministers of
the gospel phony liberals and homely widows suf-
fering from unrequited love—all madly dickering
for leadership over labor. And worst of all the
farmer who works his “hay hands” from the rosy
fingered dawn till the dismal setting of the sum-
mer’s sun, too, would embrace labor, and for the
same reason as the others—economic advantages.
John Farmer like every other employer, seeks the
services of working men for as small a wage as
he can get them to work for; while on the other
hand, the worker maturally tries to get as high
wages as he can command. To talk about the unity

of these two diametrically opposed groups is
ridiculous. =
But the “labor party” brew will be dished out

soon by Lewis and his coming allies as indicated
by the remarks of Lewis in a recent radio speach.
This is score No. 1 for the commumists, becanse
Lewis has really “bent over” from his former
position on the subject of a labor party. The
perfection of the C. L O, labor party political
machine, however, will be the dawn of Lewis
day.

When the initial danger period is past, Lewis
will use the commies to help eradicate the mis-
guided organizers who have gone down the lime
- sincerely believing that democratic procedure
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was a little biased but now he had changed his
mind. I don't remember just what it was about.
He talked of money, and Tim Buck’s wife, and that
commie woman who got a rap out of Estevan with
Sam Secarlett that time. Whether there were any
grounds for his story or not they were in his bad
books.
Making the Harvest

He was working at a warehouse and the A, F.
of L. and the A. C. C. L. were trying to organize
the drivers. The A. C. €. L. seemed to be winning
out by their patriotic talk so we thought we would
attend the next meeting. We didn't get very far
after the speaker made it plain in answer to our
question that the truck drivers would have to go
through picket lines if they had a contract. I was
asked out at this point and he soon after. He lost
his job a couple of days later.

We knocked around together for a few weeks
when we could but he didn’t care for dancing or
girls. He wanted to read and argue about the com-
mies and the I. W. W. I got him some anarchist
pamphlets from the libertarian group there and
soon he was using this as ammunition against his
opponents. He seemed totally wrapped up in clear-
ing up this mess of capitalism. If he had stayed
there a few weeks longer he was going to act as
chairman for soap boxers coming through.

Heading for the harvest later that summer I ran
into him again in Winnipeg with a speaker that had
been running some sort of summer school in Sault
Ste. Marie. He was going out to help some 110 dings
do some soaphoxing. As we were all going the

Twelve

same way we threw in together. The mounties were
riding the freights again and we got put.off some-
where between Portage and the ‘Peg and the next
day they ran us up the North Canadian National
line. It took us about a week to get to Saskatoon
and in the meantime we learned a good deal of

" one another. He was getting more bull headed

and argumentive all the time. But he was backing
up his arguments with more facts. The only time
he could keep out of arguments was when he was
singing songs out of the little red song book.
Quite a few things happened, and in our diseussion
of them we learned how they fit in the makeup
of things in general.

We missed the freight out of Saskatoon to
Rosetown on the Goose Lake line and so hit the
highway. A fellow in a car picked us up and be~
fore long the driver and I were in an argument
on economics. The driver was sympathetic to
Bible Bill’'s Social Credit outfit in Alberta, but
as he said, “with reservations.” I might have known
from that last erack what he was but didn’t wise
up until later.

I kept hedging him on Marxian economies with-
out mentioning Marx because this fellow had said
that he had a farm and, in spite of what commies
say, old Charlie Marx and farmers don’t mix. After
driving about an hour he made a turn off -our
road so he let us out. Before driving off he gave
us quite a spiel on how he would like to carry on
the conversation and wondering what a fellow like
me was doing bumming rides. He then introduced
himself as the ex-premier of the province of Sas-
katchewan. Anderson, I think his name was.

The next fellow that picked us up was a farm im-
plement salesman and in good spirits. He started
talking about the good times coming for him and
what was wrong with the working man was that
he wanted too much wages. High wages were harm-
ful to the working man he claimed and went on
to tell us of an incident to prove his point.

He hadn’t done any selling worth anything until
recently, And then it appears that some I. W. W.
agitators started organizing the harvest hands
around Rosetown and were going to demand $6.00
per day for a six-hour day. They were doing a lot
of talking and arguing with the farmers that. were
wanting men for ten hours for $2.00. The farmers
got so excited at the propsect of having to pay
such high wages or having trouble with the I. W.
W. that they had been placing orders for combines
so they could do their own threshing without hir-
ing any help. More combines were seld in that
district in those few weeks than had ever been
known to sell there before. When he told the
story I recalled the statement of the capitalist
economist, Andrew Ure, of a century ago, that in-
ventions are a “creation destined to restore order
among the industrious class” and he added, that
“when capital enlists science in her service the re-
fractory hand of labor will be taught doeility.”
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. sources, a mere misunderstanding—it’s a down-

e right lie. i |

i Perhaps the first, and one of the most well
known and heroic marches of the syndicalists into
other parts of Spain was Durruti’s leadership,
which we have just described, of a column of 9000
through the Aragon fromt into Madrid—with not
a defeat to their record. Vivencos (whom we

S talked about at the opening of this discussion),

‘ Jover, Ortiz and many other anarcho-syndicalist
leaders and their batallions have from the first
days of the revolt fought on fronts near and far
from their homes. The Libertarian Youth Organ-
ization of Catalonia has repeatedly urged the
Government to send them into battle. “We are
tired of waiting for a command to go to the front,”
they have insisted. Yet the comspiracy of silence
permits the old delusion about “anarchist” slackers
to go on. Whatever delusions there may remain
on the anrcho-syndicalist attitude on the subject
of mobilization must be dissipated by the reading
of the program put out in February of last year
by the Peninsular Committee of the FA.II on
mobilization :

“1, Mobilization of all men and women cap-
able of war activities, For this purpose and with
this aim in view, should be suppressed all activ-
ities which do not assist in the prosecution of
war, especally de luxe entertainments and mere
frivolities, in view of the fact that men in the
trenches are offen short of bare necessities.

2. All arms to be sent to the front, and all
armed to be employed only on war jobs,

3. All idle gold or other metals should be
delivered up to the War department, or should
even be confiscated if the necessities of war re-
quire it.

X 4. All organizations of workers and anti-fasc-
= ists should pool their funds in a common stock
- to be used for means of the war.
5. A unified command of all fronts, and all
ministries under 'the control of the syndical or-
ganizations.” (Info. Bul, 2-25-37).

I would prefer not to go into the details of
the May uprising which has been so inadequately

and incorreectly presented as a revolt in the rear -

on the part of the ‘‘uncontrollables.” I will omit
also the stealing—on a forged order—of tanks by
‘ the communists and the placing of these behind
=  the lines—and not for use at the front!l—in the
Voroshilov barracks: all of which occured before
4 the so-called uprising of the uncomtrollables and
I the mythical fifth column.
3 It should be abundantly clear now that what
the syndicalists opposed was the building of an
army that was divorced from the people; the plac-
ing of the control in the rear in the hands of
= the old police, rather than in the workers’ guard,
and the use of the slogan “unified command” to
build a bureaucracy which would crush all that
E opposed it.

l-hmmhﬁzn ?ﬁneipls 7
If we pass from the uweh&atpasihonond&-

fense and militarism to the attitude on repression
of their enemies and “justice,” we again are heart-

ened by the humaneness of their approach, The
theory of it is well expressed by Santillan, a long-

‘time spokesman for the FAI-CNT and althd;ugh 3

later a member of the Catalonian cabinet and
minister of economy, always an open critic of the
practices and policies of the workers’ organiza-
tions in control:

“Soeciety has a right to protect itself against
those who attack its interests. But what bene-
fit does society get from a delinquent shut up
in a cell for months and years? In the prison
ecells and in the prison yards I used to think
about the stupid penal system of the bourgeoisie
and the State.

or revolutionized this system s
“I have been present, since July 19ﬁh at the
execution of military traitors. I have even com-
manded firing squads. I do not repent having
dotie so. But today, when our comrades seem
to have become accustomed to the idea that the

onﬂy solution for a prisoner is to shoot him, I

wish to revindicate my independence to tell you

that it is time for us to think what we are doing

. . . As a disciplined militant as long as the
organization does not dispose otherwise, I shall
approve all the sentences dictated by the popular
courts, but I want to have the right to exclaim
at any time that the jails do not convince me,
the executions do not convince me, and that I
am not convinced by the perpetuation of the old
penal system. I want a new form of punishment
and I don’t find anything more adeguate for
those who have never worked than their re-
education for useful labor. Instead of sentene-
ing an enemy to 30 years of prison I would
sentence him to build 10 km. of public high-
ways, or plant 100,000 or 200,000 trees.”*)

Despite Santillan’s criticism the comparatively
humane and scientific penal practice in Spain has
won the appreciation of non-partisan observers of
all sorts.

The syndicalist attitude toward government and
its adjustment to the revolutionary situation has
brought vituperations of every sort and from all
kinds of critics—some from its vwn ranks. Before
discussing ‘the conecrete problems of Spanish syn-
‘dicalism within the last year and a half, it is per-
haps wise to state clearly what form of organiza-
tion of society is planned for in syndicalist theory.

There is an erroneous and widespread prejudice
that anarchists reject organization completely. Thig
ig true to a very limited extent only among a very
limited number of individualist anarechists, Syn-
dicalist-anarchists especially, recognize the need
for organization, as the very existence of the
CNT testifies. '

#) Santillan, After the Revolution, p. 118-8.
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with his convictions regarding the nature of fthe
bourgeois state and the political process.

Actually the elections made little difference in
the struggle for power, for if the workers did
not disregard them, the fascists did; and regard-
less which side would have been elected. the dom-
inance of the fascists could only be checked in a
military struggle, The popular front government
did not even offer (as its protagonists claim) a
breathing spell or a prﬂpa:ratmn for better resist-
ing the fascists,

Tt is true that the prisons were opened emd-

30,000 political prisoners released, and that much
land was decreed to the land-starved peasants, But
there were hoth spontaneous unofficial moves on
the part of the workers themselves. After they
had been accomplished, the government, secing
that the workers meant business, came in tardily
and passed decrees OK'ing these steps.

At the outbreak of the revolt, as we have noted
before, the Popular Front government was com-
pletely bankrupt., It did not predict the uprising,
it did not prepare for it, and what is more culp-
able, it sabotaged those who were prepared to
fight by refusing them arms. What was true of
the central government was also true of the loeal
governments, And so, after the first days of the
rebellion, economic councils of workers and Com-
mittees of Public Safety and Defence arose and
took care of all the new business and all the old
business of the localities. The actual governments
were only theoretical; they were a sort of a rubber
stamp to be added automatically after things had
been decided on in other bodies. No one came to
the governments for advice or permission.

Labor unions increased in membership, because
the only way to have a say in what was going on
was to be a member of one of the unions. The
labor organization stamped your passport and dis-
~ tributed your food and contributed to yvour militias
Non-workers accepted steps like socialization be-
eause there was no alternative way to keep them
fed and clothed, and protected from fascism.

The justification of the entrance of the amarcho-
syndiealists in these economic and defense councils
seems to me to be contingent entirely upon the
composition of these councils. When these were
representative of the workers and soldiers—that is,
a replacement of the parliamentary-geographical
state—their participation seems to me to be an
honest fulfillment of their aims—for they would
thereby be joining with other workers to assure
"the victory of the revolution. As soon as these
organizations gained, however, the membership of
parties with mo bond in any syndicate or agri-
culture]l organization—and from that step became
adjuncts to the state, participation by anarcho-
‘syndicalists sa&ms to me to be a violation of
 theory.

- In all their p‘ropa.gan.da the anamho-sydioa.]wbﬂ

were ::lmnonng for an all-Spanish Defence Council

ence and make

while this was blicized, the ¢ _
ernment gradually spwttmd its way vb&& int
existence. It found ready loyalty 3
numbers of the bourgeois and the communists, ﬂﬁ.
though almost insignificant in number were
tremely bold and articulate and seemed

in the palm of their hand the key to Ruaslm aid
of Spain.,

They traded on the vestiges of a revolutiowy
reputation to achieve prominence and bourgeois
support on the slogans of unity and a democratic
program, The CNT recognized that to antagonize
these anti-fascist parties might have meant to in-
cur harm in the war and sabotage at the rear.
The ICNT-FAI apparently took the war against fas-
cism more seriously than other organizations and
individuals who devote much of their time to
mouthing slogans and discovering plots, fifth
columns, and nests of uncontrollables,

Their desire for anti-fascist unity determined
the position of the anarchists, Susequent events
make it clear however, that the structure of this
organization, rendered possible (though not inevi-
table) the hegemony of political groups, non-rep-
resentative of the masses of the people. Wihen that
became abundantly clear to the anarchists, they
moved out; and have since refused to collaborate

- with the Negrin government.

The anarcho-syndicalists refuse to stuff any-
thing down the necks of the workers, even if that
thing be revolutionary unionism. Yet their prop-
aganda against the Negrin government must go on,
along with their fight against fasecism. That they
are not slighting the latter is testified to by their
constant activity at the front, That they must not
slight their work of exposure of the Negrin gov-
ernment, not only to save Spain for after the war,
but to have her win the war, should be eclear
to all

No civil war can be carried on fer so Iﬂng a
time without some definite hope and proof of so-
cial ameliorization for the volunteer fighters. But
Negrin declares:

““Economic reforms, which have beén carried
out in Spain since the beginning of the eivil
war, have been accomplished according to the
law, and once the smoke has blown away it will
be seen that they have gone no further than
reforms already carried out in other countries
which pass for being conservative strongholds.
(Edgar Ansel Mower's article in The News,

9-22-37).

But this cannot be an expression of the senti-
ment of the people who so many times have risen
in revolt and sacrificed the lives of their dearest
so that Spain would be more than a “stronghold

(Continued on page 33)
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What do new inventions add to the comfor! :

JAY EFFIE

Air-conditioning is being hailed as the latest ad-
vancement for the comfort and health of human
beings. It is presented as further evidence that
capitalism does provide the working class with
the better . things of life.

A small fan or cheap filter is now added to t.he
familiar items which usually include the old jol-

~ lopy and the ceramic toilet bowl. A little reflection

will show that these, as well as other benefits,
are secondary or co-incidental and, in many in-
stances no benefit at all

Artificial Weather
~ The prime motive in creating artificial weather
is to make profits. Most all worth-while installa-

~ tions are made for production or sales promotion

purposes. Air-conditioning for industrial process
~ has been employed for more than 30 years. The

_conditions to be maintained are governed by the

requirements of the product. The science has been
applied to more than 200 different products:—

“ Textiles, rubber, films, paper, clay produects, etc.

Some require warm and moist conditions, others
cold and dry. It may be for drying, fermentation,
baking, or storage. Maximum production, not health
or comfort is the object here. Only in rare in-

‘stances where the efficiency of the occupants can

be inereased, do the workers get a break.

The biggest strides were made during the World
War when increased capacity and out-put was a
paramount concern. Much of the data gathered
and facilities acquired during that slaughter is now
incorporated in the equipment that supplies ocean

_ breezes and mountain air in the homes of the upper

crust,

Complete air-conditioning systems for guests and
patrons of swanky hotels, stores, and restaurants
are also being installed. Here the elite satisfy their
desires in regal atmosphere. Haile Sallasie with
attendants waving pa!m leaves on a broom handle
is poor by comparison.

Banks and loan offices are also being equipped.

= One of the first portable cooling units this writer

knows of went into a | book:e joint The suo.'kers

_ and wellbeing of the working class? Not much,
as this article on air conditioning shows.

A Boost to Prosperity?
~ To many people air-conditioning has become a
magic expression. Back in 19380 or '81, Hoover
looked to air-conditioning as an avenue leading
hack to the prosperity to which we had been ac-
customed—thereby prolonging the profit system,
as the automobile industry had done.

His forecast started a mild rush to the new in-
dustrial frontier—the capitalists looking for mar-
kets and the workers looking for jobs.

A well-known home appliance company came out
with a small gadget selling for $18.50 that would
do everythng—even to adding ozone. Others kuld
revitalize the air with a wad of metallic wool in
the stove pipe. Haberdashers’ windows displayed
air-conditioned hats and underwear. “To protect

the public” the real weather makers took measures

to inform that air-conditioning embodies the con-
trol of temperature, humidity, purity, and move-
ment of the air.

“Comfort cooling” is a more recent term that

takes in less territory. Real comfort cooling is an

expensive proposition.
To meet more purses, attic fans that cool with
night air, have been introduced. Electric com-

panies have enclosed literature with the meter bill |

to household customers. Tests show these fans are
comparatively satisfactory where climate condi-
tions and room arrangements are suitable. Pull-
ing down the shades on hot sunny days, remains
the proletarian system. e

A system called the “By-Pass” is patented. It is
a system whereby a fee is paid for using the same
air over again. It may make Selden, who years
ago got a rake-off on every “self-propelled vehi-
cle,” look like a chump.

More Work But Not Mm Jobs

The best that workers can expect from air-con-
ditioning is more work, Trade schools and tech-
nical institutes have enrolled thousands of young
men for training in this field which combines heat-
ing and ventilating with refrigeration.

More work, however, does not necessarily call
for more workers. Many are doomed to disappoint-
ment and the heart-breaks that 20 with failure to
attain the coveted jobs. What is needed is more
effort to get “the works” not work. Reconditioning

our _mlm&;xkof.pmmimmmmmn'




The LW.W. is a labor union, its work lies in
the industries. When its members are not on the
job they are trying to get there, primarily, of
course, becaus they like other workers have to
work to live; but also because they are bent on
introducing unionism—+the right kind—to all the
‘workers of the world.

Unionism that doesn’t aim at organizing all the
workers is a puny sort. It may, for a time, by
cooperating with employers achieve success, but in
the end pressure from the army of workers it ex-
cludes will break down the barriers it has erected
for the protection of a comparative few. The un-
ionism of the future—and it is needed today—

 will be broad and big enough to include the work-

ers of all thé industries; and that means that it
will eventually spread over the world, in complete
disregard of the political boundaries that divide
the people of the world into mutually hostile na-
tions. That's the scope of labor organization in in-
dustry as the LW.W. sees it.

What Real Unionism Demands

There is a type of unionism which, while agree-
ing theoretically at least to the proposition that
all workers must be organized, would limit the
scope of its demands on industry to what it calls
a faijr wage and security for workers. Aside from
the faet that this dream of security under ecap-
italism is utterly impossible of realization, it is

- plainly nothing but a slave’s conception of an ideal

slavery. A condition in which the workers, like
cattle, machinery, and materials will be taken care
of by a master class that clothes the practical busi-
ness of exploiting slaves with humanitarian frills.

The I.WLW. is not deceived by the hazy promises
of a servile security under capitalism. Its members
know that capitalism has not made good as a pro-
vider for humanity and that now and in the future,
as long as it lasts, it will prove less capable than
ever before to protect the right to live and to en-
joy life.

Whether capitalism breaks down of its own
weight or not, the TW.W. knows that it is the
task of the workers, acting in their own interests
individually and collectively, to take charge of

THE INDUSTRIAL WORKERS
OF THE WORLD

the machinery of production and distribution. That
means the workers must be organized, not just
to demand more wages from an employer but also
to operate industry on their own. It goes almost
without saying that this process of organizing must
take place on the job, any job and every job. In
other words, the transition from private owner-
ship and control of industry to public ownership
and worker control is the work of a labor union
organization and not for any other.

It is reasonably clear too, that unless a large
part of the working class is prepared to take over
its new duty of management or, at any rate, has
some considerable preparation for the task, no
matter what happens to the present economic strue- -
ture they will not be able to profit for themselves.
Willing or unwilling to be subject to a master
class, if they are unprepared to take over when a
great crisis causes the closing down of industry
because no profits are to be made for the owners,
the workers will still be slaves; masterless slaves
begging for a master. If the workers don’t want
to, or are unable to rule themselves it is certain
there will be some one to take over the job.

At this point it may be necessary to remind that
whoever, or whatever class takes over the indus-
tries, will be the ruling power. Will it be the state?
Will it be a few super-trusts? Or is it possible to
turn time back a century and re-establish the
small scale ownership of an earlier capitalism?
Or, finally, will it be the working class, the in-
dustrial workers of the world, organized in one
big union, that will take command?

The last question is already partly answered
in the preceding paragraph. It won’t be the work-
ers who take over unless they are prepared.

The Preparation

Now, no amount of theoretical education will
enable the workers to get this preparation. What
is needed is education on the job and, especially
in the job branch meeting where job questions are
discussed and decisions made by the’ workers them-
selves. Workers who have learned how to handle
sensibly the immediate problems that eonfront them
in the every day struggle are far advanced in the
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Assignment in Utopia —
Wobblies One Meets There

Eugene Lyon’s autobiography dealing mainly
with Russia, entitled “Assignment in TUtopia”
(Harcourt, Brace and Co., New York), is just
what William Allen White calls it, “a beautiful
book.” This is due, not only to its literary quality,
but, despite the author’s painful disillusionment,
also to its ideal re-dedication,

Lyons was a United Press correspondent who
was assigned to the land of Stalin from 1928 to
1934, He relates how, while there, he was, at
first, a fanatical communist, protecting the alleged
proletarian dictatorship and its supposedly great
basic achievements, only, in the end, to be dis-
illusionized, and to proclaim himself, not only a
deceiver of self, but also of his American readers,
all for the cause!

Following his spiritual revolt from a socialism,
to paraphrase his own language, that professes
to fill bellies only to slit them in behalf of tyranny
that degrades a great idealism and a great people,
Lyons re-dedicates himself to those human values
and ideals of justice and liberty which had been
his prior to his assignment in Russia.

It’s a terrible picture Lyons paints of so-called
Russian communism, one difficult of belief. In
this respect his- book is not beautiful, but as re-
pulsive and as vile as the dictatorship which it
depiets; a dictatorship at once inept and incom-
petent in all the arts, except those of intolerance
and oppression in both of which it attains an un-
surpassed excellence, aceording to Lyons. It makes
gruesome reading.

What actually caused Lyons to write “Assign-
ment In Utopia” Was it a journalistic flair for the
sensational? Was it really a moral revulsion? Or
was it, as some of his critics contend, a lack of
guts peculiar to Utopians in eritical periods re-
quiring, to use the ruthless Bismarckian phrase,
men of “Blood and Iron?” Possibly. But we hazard
another guess, viz, his own pre-Russian psycho-
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logy, due, in great part, to his early contacts with
the 1. W. W. in this country. : .

As he relates, before going to Russia to fill
the United Press assignment, Lyons was a publicity
man for a workers' defense league. As such he
took part in the Krieger I. W. W. trial at Tulsa,
Oklahoma and in the Sacco-Vanzetti trials, of
which he wrote a book. In these trials, Lyons
developed the humanitarian and libertarian ideals
which he had previously acquired in East Side
New York socialist Sunday schools. Apparently he
could never divest himself of the deep sense of
injustice thus inbibed in his formative years.

It is this aspect of his autobiography that makes
Lyon’s book interesting te old time wobblies. It
contains well-drawn word pictures of Carlo Tresca,
Vineent St. John, Fred Moore, Charles Krieger,
John Beffel, all of whom he knew in the U. 8. A.;
and William D. Haywood, Bill Shatoff, George
Andreytchine and Belinkes, whom he met in Russia.

Poor Bill Haywood! According to Lyons, “Out
of one prison he had escaped into another prison.
He was a pathetic ruin.”

“Assignment in Utopia’” is not pleasant read-
ing for idealistis. However, it is instructive read-
ing for all who are not wedded to dictatorship, -
whether so-called proletarian, party or personal
dictatorships. To us it proves that though revolu-
tion has a tremendously transforming effect, its
defects in an undevelopd people cannot be so re-
paired by five or ten year plans dietatorially im-
posed upon them, as to make specialists of them.
The psychology for such revolution must be in-
herent in conditions covering more extensive
periods of development and growth. All else is
appalling tragedy, as this book makes evident.

However, Lyons shows that “adventures in
idealism” have a way of repeating themselves, as
in his re-dedication, despite all self-disillusion-
ment and {yranny to the contrary. This is the most
beautiful thing in an otherwise sordid human
history. Without it life would be hopeless.
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Preamble of the Industrial Workers
| of the World

The working class and the employing class have nothing in
common. There can be no peace so long as hunger and want are
found among millions of working people and the few, who make
up the employing class, have all the good things of life.

Between these two classes a struggle must go on until the
workers of the world organize as a class, take possession of the
earth and the machinery of production, and abolish the wage
system.

We find that the centering of the management of industries
into fewer and fewer hands makes the trade unions unable to
cope with the ever growing power of the employing class. The
trade unions foster a state of affairs which allows one set of
workers to be pitted against another set of workers in the same
industry, thereby helping defeat one another in wage wars. More-
over, the trade unions aid the employing class to mislead the
workers into the belief that the working class have interests in
common with their employers.

These conditions can be changed and the interest of the work-
ing class upheld only by an organization formed in such a way
that all its members in any one industry, or in all industries if

necessary, cease work whenever a strike or lockout is on in any .

department thereof, thus making an injury to one an injury to all.

Instead of the conservative motto, “A fair day’s wage for a
fair day’s work,” we must inscribe on our banner the revolution-
ary watchword, “Abolition of the wage system.”

It is the historic mission of the working class to do away with
capitalism. The army of production must be organized, not only
for the every-day struggle with capitalists, but also to carry on
production when capitalism shall have been overthrown. By
organizing industrially we are forming the structure of the new
society within the shell of the old.
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