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WHO OWNS THE F§£E§ MOVIMENT?

There has been much talk in Melbourné that the Peace
Movement here is extremely broad and democratic. as a result of cert-
ain events which have taken place this week with regard to the July Fﬁ&r-
Mobilization we are unfortunatal#-obliged to issue this statmert.

We feel that the movement is neither broad nor democratic
but in fact narrow and authoritardian. Under the pretext of maintaining
Mproadness”, & small clique of bureaucrats are ruthlessly repressing
any independart activities. In order to maintain broadness they are pre-
venting activists from following (& more militant policy. In Sydney the
movement freely allowe. the expregsion of all anti-war positions from
pacifists to supporters of the ﬂational Liberation Front and all kinds
of activities from petition colleeting %o civil disobedience. This is
not the case in Melbourne.

This week a group of individuals met Sogether to organize
mpre militant activities. We felt that many people have been drawn into
the movement from a sincere desipe to oppose the war but hawe been forced
to carry out activities that ecanhot make this opposition effective.
Despite all the petitions, poster parades, protest advertisements and
peaceful demonstrations the U.S.lhas continued tc¢ escalate the war and
obviously intends to continue doing so. By putting forwaid the slogan of
"Stop the War, Negutiate" we have been following the same line as dJohnson
who also"supports negotiations" ¢ We believe it is time the movement
stopred kidding itself that it can influence the government and started
looking for effective means to make its opposition felt. We want to put
forward a clear-cut line of oppbsition to U.S. imperialism and aucall:
for support fobr the National Liberation Tront. We believe that this is,
in the long run, likely to gain more support than the present policies
of moderation. i

We recognise that this is still a minprity ﬁpsition and
are not trying to force other settions to "toe' our line". We merely want
to put our policies forward within the broad movement. Becaucs we felt
that the present forms of protest are ineffective we decided to start
a series of militant activities at future demonstrations (incidentally
we also believe that the movement should place less emphasis on demon-
strations and more on trying to brealk oubt of its isolation by encouraging
personal contact between "Vietniks' and ordinary Australians). As a start
to this we decided to burn a U.S. flag at the July 4th. relly. This, we
thought, would be only a minor action that would be acceptable to most
sections of the movement and could lead to more militant and less peaoce-
ful activities later. i

However this attitude was not shared by the bureaucrats
who claim to run the movemeni. We were promptly (very promptly!) summoned
to appear before a certain individual who claims to "represent the broad
movement" and were presented with the following ultimatum:-

I; An attempt would be made to physically prevent us burning the flag
at the rally.
2: If there was any police violence and arrests, a list would be
made of people to whom bail would not be made available.
%3 A formal statement would be issued to the press, publicly diss=-
associating various organizations and individuals from the protest
43 The full power of the "leadership's" machine would be brought to
bear to isolate and discredit us. W
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What really gets us is the way certain people thought in
terms of "our organization", "our demonstrarion", "our movemsnt" ete,
We feel that deménstrations should be open to all sections of the movement
and that opposition to the war should not be the private property of any
individual bureaucrats
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Ve have been told that if we go ahead with the protest,
demonstration would have

the organization responsible fot the July 4th.
", As we are not connected

8 x_support withdrawn from it by the "leaders !
with this organization we have decided to call off the flag burning to jﬂi
avoid damaging innocent people. i & ‘e

We still believe fhat the time has come to look beyond the
ities in order to effectively express our opposition

presént sorts of activ
ore militancy in the future.

to the war and we will continue to call for m
+ige if this leaflet appears to have a note of self-righteous

We apolog
indignation but we feel self-righteously iddignant. We are ‘mot trying to

split the movement but to unite it and are issueing this statement so that
rank and file members will know what is going on "above our heads'. e ba°
no intention of trying to set up any organisation in competition with the
existing bureaucracies because we are too young and inexperienced, because
do not have the time and energy, because we do not want to create a
because we do not have the physical resources =

nds of the existing leadership. We

we
split and above all,
the power, mailing lists and the fP
merely want to let people know what is going on.

to sign this stabement because our identification
bring the full wieght of the bureaucracy down on
be changed by our support.

Ye have decided not

at this stage would only
our heads. This situation can only

SUPPORT MILITANCY BY BEING MILITANT.



