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The First Edition of this little Work appeared
several years ago. It was compiled by more
than one person; all of whom are not now
living.

In the present Edition (which has been care-

fully revised) there has been inserted® a hu-

' mourous poem relating to Australia, ‘The Land

of Contrarieties,” which appeared some years
since in several newspapers and other Periodicals.

All the descriptions there given, paradoxical
as they are, may be verified by reference to the
various publications concerning that extraordinary

country.
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THE

SOUTHLANDERS;

AN ACCOUNT OF AN EXPEDITION TO
THE INTERIOR OF NEW HOLLAND.

CHAPTER I.

' Wonderful Discovery.—The Adventurers.—Marshy TLake.
: —The Canoe.—Troublesome Navigation.—Chain of
Lakes.—Party of Natives.—Reception of the Travel-
‘1 lors.—Singular People,—Early Emigrants.—The Set-
.y tlement—Exploring Party.—Encounter with Natives,
; g  —Native Allies.—Attack of Savages.—Defent of the
) Assailants.—Savage Life—Treaty of Pence.—~Educa-
tion of Savages.—Election of Senators.

OUR readers will, no doubt, be interested by the
V' fow particulars we have been able fo collect
of the late wonderful discovery, in the interior of
New Holland, of o civilized nation of Furopean
origin, which had, in so remarkable a manner,
been kept separate hitherto from the rest of the
civilized world.
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MAREIY LAKE, 3

in which farther progress had hitherto heen preo-
cluded by a vast expanse of marshy lake. This, ng
our readers are probably aware, from the pub-
lished narrvatives of former expeditions, is, in
moist sensons, a sort of Mere, or shallow water,
encumbered with aquatic plants; but in times of
great drought is, for a considerable extent, dry,
or consisting of mud rather than water; consti-
tuting a sort of swampy plain, so choked up with
a rank vegetation of reeds and flags as to present
an almost insuperable obstacle to the traveller.

In the present expedition, accordingly, it was
determined to chuse a time when there might be
a gufliciency of water to enable the adventurous
explorers to proceed in a eanoe ; and they accord-
ingly earvied with them one or two horses (which
they proposed afterwards to turn loose)—the iron-
work, and as much as was thought necessary, of
the frame-—of a canoe, which they proposed to put
together and complete on  their arrival on the
margin of the lake. And ns it was impossible
to carry with them a sufficient store of provisions
for the whole of their contemplated voyage, they
boldly resolved to trust in great measure to their
guns and fishing-tackle, providing only a suffi-
ciency of salt to preserve such game and fish as
they might procure in their way.
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CHAIN OF LAKES. 5

hills, for the most part of a rocky, sterile, and
uninviting character : at length it became a broad
river, flowing in a northerly divection, and serving
evidently as a drain to the great expanse of lake
they had passed, This gave them hopes of reach-
ing (which was their great object) some large
navigable river, which they might follow to the
sen : they proceeded, therefore, though with con-
siderable delay and difficulty from shoals and
rapids, till, after more than two days’ navigation,
the high ground receded, and they found them-
selves entering on another great expanse of water;
80 extensive that, in pursuing their adventurous
course nearly in the same dirvection, they were, for
the greater part of one day, out of sight of land.
They now arrived at another course of rocky
hills, of considerable elevation, through which the
waters found an exit by a narrow gorge : through
this they proceeded in a direction northwards for
a considerable distance, when they found the river
again expanding itself at intervals into a chain of
lakes, smaller but deeper than those they had passed,
and surrounded by a much more agreeable country,
which continued to improve as they advanced. They
landed in several places, and in one instance came
in contact with a party of natives, who were of
a less suvage aspect than those in the yicinity of
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CIVILIZED INHABITANTS. 7

thongh as they felt certain of being far distant
from the const, they were utterly lost in con-
jecture.

After proceeding in the manner above deseribed,
through a long chain of lakes connected by the
river which they were continuing to mnavigate,
through a country continually improving in beauty
and fertility, and presenting a strong contrast to
the dreary rocks and marshes they had left be-
hind, they were at length surprised and gratified,
on entering u lake somewhat more extensive than
the last, to see several fishing-boats, the men in
which they ascertained by their glasses to be de-
cently elothed, and white men. They ventured to
approach and to hail them ; and to their unspeak-
able surprise and delight, they received an answer
in English. The English was, indeed, not pre-
cisely similar to their own, but not differing so
much from it as many of our provincial dialects ;
and in a short time the two parties were tolerably
intelligible to each other.

We are compelled to pass over the interesting
detail of the meeting, which was equally gratifying
and surprising to both the parties; of the eager
curiosity of their mutual inquiries ; and of the
hogpitable invitation given, and, as may be sup-
posed, joyfully aceepted by the travellers. Accom-
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EINGULAR PEOPLE, 9

English extraction, which had had no intercourse
with Europe, or with any other portion of the
civilized world, for nearly three centuries. Their
numbers were estimated at between three and four
millions ; and they were divided into eleven dis-
tinet communities, existing in a sort of loosely
federal union, or rather in a friendly relation, sanc-
tioned and maintained by custom more than by
any formal compact. And they found these several

< States, though in some respects differing in their
» governments and other institutions, agreeing in

' the manifestation of a high degree of civilization,
considering the disadvantage they laboured under
‘in their seclusion from the rest of the world
“Many points too,’ says Mr. Sibthorpe, in his
jonrnal, ‘in which they differ the most widely
ifrom the customs and institutions of the people

ifmm which they sprang, are such as can hardly be

reckoned marks of barbarism, even by those who
regard them with surprise, and even with disappro-
bation; but are rather the result of the singular
and, as some would consider them, whimsical no-
tions of the extraordinary persons who took the
lead among the first settlers.’

These were two men of the name of Miiller;
one a German, seitled in England, and the other
his nephew, the son of an English woman., The

y e e




10 THEIR ORIGIN.

former appears to have been one of those unions of

enthusiastic wildness, brilliant genius, and san-
guine credulity, which periods of great excitement
—such as the commencement of the Reformation—
are often found to call forth. He possessed great
eloquence, and a power of exercising an unbounded
influence over minds of a certain description. His
nephew, with much of the uncle’s eccentricity,
united & much clearer judgment, and seems grao-
dually to have established a complete ascendincy

over the mind, first of his uncle, and ultimately of

all his followers ; and to have used his influence
in a manner which indicates most enlarged public
8pirit, and a great mixture, at least, of political
wisdom,

It appears that, during the various tumults
which took place during the early periods of the
.Refcrmatinn, several persons in England, and some
i Gm}ﬂ (the parties holding communication
.ﬂl!'oughthemg of Miiller and his connexions
in both countries,) meditated a removal ¢
distant region,
from strite

0 some
in which they should escape finally
5 and 9ppression, and establish a civil
# i community on such principles as
Mm fondly uheriahing. After the proposal
e .of varioug Schemes, and after many

o i’“?POinhnenta, the projected depar

THEIR ADVENTURES, 11

ture in search of a new settlement took place, un-
der the guidance of their enthusiastic and adven-
turous leader. Instead of proceeding to America,
as had been originally proposed, they were induced
by some glowing descriptions they had heard, but
which proved to consist chiefly of fable or exaggera-
tion, to seek for the long-famed southern continent,
the  Terra Australis Incognita.’

The curious and interesting particulars of their
voyage, their various adventures, disappointments,
and reiterated attempts, we are compelled to pass
over. The result was their being ultimately driven
by a storm on the coast of New Holland, some-
where, it is supposed, between lat. 10 and 20 south,
and long. 130 and 140 east; where one out of the
four ships was wrecked on a coral reef, and two of
the others driven ashore with considerable damage.
They saved, however, not only their lives, but
nearly all their property, including the live stock
with which they had provided themselves ; and it
appears that their first idea was to repair their
vessels, and proceed along the coast, in an endea-
vour to find a suitable spot for a settlement ; the
part on which they were cast being not only barren
a.nd uninviting, but excessively marshy. This last
f:frcumstauce compelled them to forego their de-
sign ; for a fever broke out, and affected so many
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EXPLORING PARTY. 18

- pean neighbours to settle there themselves, and

enable them to reinstate themselves in their an-
cient abode. They easily perceived the vast su-
periority which European arts and arms would
give to their new allies over enemies who had
proved too powerful for themselves, and they
hoped through their aid to re-establish them-
selves in a country which they had quitted with
regret.

" Moved by their representations, the settlers
despatched two active young men, in company
with some native guides, to explore this highly-
vaunted region ; they proceeded accordingly,
nearly in a direct line from the coast, to a range
of mountains, about ninety or a hundred miles in
the interior, which they surmounted, not without
wt!; and then found themselves in an ele-

m plain of a most sterile character, extending

more than a hundred miles in the same direc-
: this they traversed with some difficulty, and
d at another chain of rocky mountains, form-
still more formidable barrier, which they
1 have had great difficulty in surmounting
or the local knowledge of their guides.
Passing this, however, they were rewarded
* view of a most extensive and delightfully
region, watered with numerous streams
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ENCOUNTER WITH WATIVES, 16

o small and seattered population, of tribes subsist.
ing by the chase,

Very soon after taking possession of their new
shods they were attacked, in spite of ull their en
deavours 1o preserve peace, by the pative tribes of
the interior, moved by thelr Inveteraie suimosity
pgainst their ancient enemics ; the settlers, how.
ever, gained an easy wud complete vietory in every
encounter ; their firearms, though only the old.
fashioned clumsy matchlocks of those days, being
suflicient o strike terror inio savages unacquained
with gunpowder ; though, independent of their
guns, their bows would have given them s decided
superiority, It is well known how skilful and
how formidable were the English sechers of those
days ; and they could sunoy the natives, smong
whom the bow is unknown, at three times the dis.
tance o which these could throw thelr spears,
The native ullies also, having been taught by the
Europeans 1o use the bow, which, even in their
loss skilful hands, bad an sdvantage over the
spear~und being also furnished with cutlusses,
batchets, aud seel heads o their pikes,—uow
proved greatly an overmatch for their former con
querors, who bad only wooden swords and bone-
headed spears.

- A pesce ensued, which, however, was for seversl
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DEFEAT OF THE ASSAILANTS. 17

missariat, gladly betook themselves to feasting on
what they found.

Among other things, was a large supply of
beer ; for the settlers had brought with them, and
successfully practised, the art of brewing, with
which they had been familiar at home. Wine
they had not as yet attained to, though they had
begun the cultivation of the vine, as well as of
several other Kuropean fruit-trees. The savages
indulged in the liquor with characteristic excess ;
and, while they were lost in intoxication, set fire,
cither accidentally or intentionally, to the wooden
houses and stacks with which they were sur-
rounded. The fire raged fiercely in all directions;
and most of the men were too much stupified
with liquor to escape the flames, and were either
stifled or burnt. A considerable number, however,
were rescued by the settlers, who had by this
time come together, and who at once saved,
and took prisoners, most of the survivors; who
were too helplessly drunk for either resistance or
flight.

This event, which at once and for ever broke
the power of their enemies, has been ever since
annually commemorated in the colony; a day of
solemn thanksgiving being concluded by the light-
ing of large bonfires in the evening, by parties

c
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TREATY OF PEACE. 19

He laboured strennously to reclaim and civilize
the savages, and was equally anxiouns to guard
againgt the reverse process—the approximation of
the white men towards the habits of the savages :
and, a8 he scems to have been a very able though
cecentric man, and possessed boundless influence
over the eolonists, who were under his government
for above half a century, he succeeded in effectunlly
stamping his own character on the nation, and per-
petuating his institutions,

The hostile tribes, after the above event, sur-
rendered ot discretion ; and they consented (those
of them who had a considerable proportion of
able-bodied men remaining alive) to remove beyond
a certain specificd boundary, far beyond the then
limits of the colony ; but several tribes, which now
consisted almost entirely of women and children,
and were consequently hardly capable of providing
for themselves, were, at their own entreaty, re-
ceived as subjects, and incorporated, along with the
previously-allied natives, into the body of the
settlers,

The European and aboriginal races became in
time completely blended together; for it appenrs
10 have been one of the principles most earnestly
maintained and ineuleated by their extraordinary
leader, to allow of no hereditary degradation ;—no




BAVAGES.

‘men to another on the
but to make all subjects
missible to the rights of

s other hand, he was well
ity of the aborigines, as
and was fully alive to the
n on a level with those
supervior. The maxim,
~continnally dwelt on, and
practice, was, that it is not
‘the heart and head, that
ized, Education, accord-
dopted for reclaiming :nd
 barbarism : and examina-
ar each had profited by the
e made the test for admissi-
ublic stations.

i in great measure ad-
States into which the settle-
ed, though differing from
respects in their forms of
§ Miiller used himself 10
much superior in fitness
| to another, who may be
ficiency in a prescribed
every thing that can be
examination ; but then

BLECTION OF SENATORS, 21

he used to add, when you come to a greater
number, one hundred men well taught, will
always be superior to a hundred untaught, and
fitter to govern the community. In all the States,
accordingly, their Senates are always required to
consist of men who have given proof of their pro-
ficiency in a prescribed course of study; but these
are left free to chuse, and sometimes do chuse, for
the discharge of important offices, men who are
inferior in this respect, but qualified by natural
sagacity and practical habits of business.
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9 INCREASE OF THE SETTLEMENT.

CHAPTER IL

Incrense of the Settlement.—Separation of the States.—
Heclesinstical Communities.—Concord among Sects.—
Houses and Towns.—Penal Colonies,—Southlanders’
Hospitality.—Mode of receiving Company.—Feasts.—
Animal Food.—Tame Animals.—Surprise at English
Customs. — Carnivorous Propensity. — Lighting the
Streets.—City of Bath.

HE settlement, on being thus (about five or six
years from its commencement) freed from all
external molestation, increased in prosperity, and
extended itself rapidly in several directions inland.
Towards the sea they had no temptation to advance ;
being separated from it by an extensive district of
groat sterility, and of difficult passage. Inward, the
abundance of fertile land, and the numerous lakces
with which our travellers had bheen struck, and
which afforded easy intercourse even between
settlements at a considerable distance, invited them

~ to overspread the country as fast as their rapidly-

imereasing population required. Their numbers
!Ipm to have advanced at about the same rate 0%
those of some of the North-American settlements.

SEPARATION OF THE STATES. 23

The division into separate States was not, as
the travellers found to their surprise, the result of
discord, but had been planned and commenced by
their founder himself. He had, it seems, foreseen,
or fancied that he foresaw, an ultimate necessity
for such a separation ; and he judged it best that
it should begin even in his own lifetime, before
there was any advantage in it, except that of setting
an example and establishing a precedent for ami-
cable separation. He founded, accordingly, within
forty years from their first settling, a second per-
fectly independent community, on the opposite
side of the lake, near which the first had been
located. The original settlement still forms one
of the States, and retains the name of Miillersfield,
which it received from the founders: the new one,
from its singular beauty of situation, he ecalled
Eutopia (fine place), probably with something of a
covert allusion also to the well-known fabulous
Utopia (no place). The most perfect friendliness
and freedom of intercourse continued between the
two States; and, without owning any common
authority, they consulted together, like any two
individual neighbours who are on friendly terms,
respecting any matters in which they had a com-
mon concern : and the principles of the procedure
having been clearly laid down, and practically
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HOUSES AND TOWNS. 25

live together, as to the hour at which they should
dine,—the keeping of the windows open or shut,
&c. ;—in which one party would necessarily be
compelled to give way to the other: whereas they
may be very good friends while each follows his

own taste in such matters.
* * * * *

We shall subjoin such scattered extracts as our
-« space will admit, of those portions of our tra-
', vellers’ journal which illustrate the more strange
' and singular particulars of the habits of this in-
. teresting people.
: Nearly all their houses—in the towns, all, with-
.out exception—are flat-roofed, like those in the
i East; whether from a fancy of imitating the cus-
. tom they read of in Seripture, or for the conve-
_J nience of having an airy unconfined place to walk

A )
or sit on. In the towns, there is, as in those of

the East, a thoroughfure for foot-passengers along
the tops of the houses; and, in the larger towns,
the streets are crossed occasionally by light
bridges.

The houses in the towns, and all but the
meaner sort of cottages in the newly-settled part




COLONIES.
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. 8OUTHLANDERS' HOSPITALITY. 27

villains, they said, ¢ to a country where good cha-
racter is not the rule, but the exception, allowing
them free intercourse with each other, must be the
most effectual mode of hardening and confirming
them in wickedness, and entailing the same cha-
racter on successive generations.” And though it
was explained to them that one great object of the
plan was to reform the criminals, the accounts
which truth constrained their visitors to give of
the actual state of morals in the colony did not
seem to satisfy them. They had wondered at
first, they said, that such a scheme should have
been originally thought of, and now they wondered

still more that it should be persevered in.
* * * * *

The travellers were entertained with the kindest
and most liberal hospitality, according to the no-
tions of the Southlanders (such is the general
name by which the inhabitants of all the States
distingnish themselves from their European ances-
tors, and other Europeans); but their hospitality
differs considerably from ours. When residing as
guests with any family, they partook of the family

- meals; but when invited to a party, as they fre-
k| _quently were, to meet the principal gentry of the
¢ 'Mglihourhood —who were anxious both to show
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FEASTS. 29

their friends whom they wish to honour, to a
solemn feast; at which, having provided a large
quantity of their best provisions and liquor, and
exerted what skill they have in cookery, the guests
all seat themselves, with sundry formalities, round
the food that is dressed, and regale themselves
all together; but with the Southlanders such an
arrangement as this is only adopted as a conveni-
ence, when there is a large number of persons to
be fed in the least troublesome way.” They ac-
cordingly promised, laughingly, to take their
visitors to something . like an English dinner
party ; and the party to which they invited them
(it was during the senson of hay-harvest) consisted
of about two dozen mowers, with several of their
wives and children, seated round a long table,
with the master at the head of it, and supping on
an ample supply of substantial food, served up in
five or six huge dishes.

- The cookery among the higher classes is for the
most part plain and simple ; and the few who have
refined much upon the luxuries of the table are
exposed to something of the same sort of con-
temptnous ridicule that the Being called a dandy
incurs among us. But a circumstance which early
attracted the attention of the visitors was, that
they found the animal food to comsist (besides
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SURPRISE AT ENGLISH CUSTOMS, 31

ancestors) as that of killing and eating domestic

animals,

It was urged (and they freely admitted it) that
the loss of life is no greater to a tame than to a
wild animal : ¢That is true,” they said, ‘as far as
the animal is concerned ; but it makes a great dif-
ference to our feelings. A tame animal is a sort
of friend; a member of the family. It secms a
sort of treacherous breach of hospitality to kill in
cold blood a ereature which you have reared and
fed from its birth, and then devour its flesh.’
They expressed still more surprise (for they are
keen sportsmen) at learning that some Europeans
were vehement in their censures of hunting, fowl-
ing, and fishing, as cruel; and yet fed without
scruple on beef and mutton, ¢ We declare war,
they said, laughing, ¢ perhaps unjust war, against
wild animals, and kill them as enemies ; but you
assassinate your friends.— We urged,” says the
Jjournalist,  the necessity of keeping within bounds

- the numbers of our domestic animals; and ex-
- pressed our apprehension that the Southlanders
~ would in time find themselves quite overstocked
- with sheep, oxen, and fowls,” They replied at the
‘moment, merely, ¢ that no such apprehension had
ever oceurred to them,'
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CARNIVOROUS PROPENSITY. 33 "

- Several of these people, indeed, are good scho-
lars, and well acquainted with the history (as far
as was known three hundred years agoj of other
nations, besides their own. They adverted to the
descriptions of Homer's heroes; one of them
would, when about to entertain his friends, have
a sheep brought into his tent, cut its throat with
his own royal hands, and then, with a skilful hand,
—which the poet never fails to celebrate,—cut it
up into slices and broil them on skewers over a
charcoal fire. They remembered, also, the ac-
counts given of some East-Indian tribes, who,
when their relatives are grown old and infirm, kill
them, to save them from lingering decay, and hold
a pious and solemn feast on their flesh. But as
these customs had worn away in the early progress
of civilization, they wondered that a still further
refinement had not, among us, confined the car-
nivorous propensity of man to wild animals ex-
clusively, and led us, as it had them, to regard
with disgust the eating of (as they expressed it)
one of the family; whose eggs, milk, labour, or
wool had long ministered to our comforts.

The Southlanders were much amused at the ac-
counts they received of the strong condemnation
of field-sports pronounced by some persons in
Eu.mpe, who did not think themselves bound w‘
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LIGHTING THE BTREETH.

lights. In the midst, however, of their inquiries
and admiration, one sly-looking old gentleman ob-
"erved. “that if we would honour him with a visit
in his city of Bath (capital of a Btate of the saume
name), he would excite even our admiration by the
spectacle of an illumination still more wplendid,”
In our visit there, where we were most kindly re-
ceived, our host walked through the streets with
us, showing us the principal buildings, and intro-
duced us into the Senate-house, 'hcntln'ubﬂa
business was going on.

On our return to his house, hcuhdﬂ(ﬁh
was about seven o'clock in the morning) what we
thought of the lighting of the strects, We an-
swered, that we observed neither uny lighting of
ﬁn-,‘nuneadotit.u it was a bright sunshine,
'Mumdﬁs,‘uidh,‘upadsﬁgbtﬁ
Yyour gas? We have not,’ he added, * gone so fur
48 you in arts; but we have the advantage of you
in availing ourselves of the gifts of nature ; for, as
you must have observed, we are all alert and sbout
our business at duy-break ; while you, by your own
account, allow three or four hours of daylight in
the spring and summer to be utterly wasted, while

you ure abed ; ﬂupm”m“.ﬁ

mmukum but without their
»8
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CHAPTER IIL

Duels.—Judicial Combats.—Existing Code of Honour.—
Appeal to Arms.—Discussion on Duelling.— Mount
Peril,—Noxious Vapours.—The Cavern.

HE visit of the travellers to Mount Peril, in the
State of Bath, was preceded, and in some
measure probably caused, by a conversation casu-
ally occurring on the subject of duels; and the
notes taken of this, it may be as well first to uy
before the reader.

Much inquiry and mutual communication appeat
to have taken place, as was to be expected, between
the Southlanders and their guests, respecting the
institutions and manners of their respective coun-
tries; and among others the subject of duelling,
as prevailing among the Europeans and Ameri-
cans, happened one day to be introduced in a
mixed company. A large proportion of the younger
persons present expressed their astonishment that

- @ people pretending to civilization should fight out

their disputes ‘like the savages." This w
sion, as appears from several of the notices L T
recorded, was perpetually in their mouths; i

i T
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EXISTING CODE OF HONOUR. 39

lations of our code of honour require the parties,
however palpably one of them may be in the
wrong, to meet on equal terms, or with an in-
equality only in favour of the one who may chance
to be the better shot or swordsman.

Others of the company entered more fully into
the discussion of the general grounds on which
duelling is to be reprobated, being cordially joined
in their censure by Mr. Jones, who urged the ob-
jections, with which every one is familiar, against
the wickedness of taking away a fellow-creature’s
life, and exposing one’s own, in revenge for a
trifling affront—the absurdity of calling it a satis-
faction to stand to be shot at; and other such
topics, which it is unnecessary to enlarge on, as
they may be read in numerous essays and tales,
and heard at every tea-table.

The Messrs. Smith, on the other hand (naval
men, as has been already mentioned), took the
other side, and endeavoured to vindicate the ex-
isting code of honour. They urged that it is need-
less and nugatory to go about to prove that a duel
is a bad thing: and that to censure the laws of
honour on that ground, is as unfair as to censure
the law of the land, on the ground that imprison-

ment and hanging are evils; these being t}mw i
ndhudmuumedagmtamkmonofthemg, ;

-
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INTERFERENCE OF PROVIDENCH,

Providence to allot temporal successes or adver-
sities according to the deserts of the parties; and
often setting down as little better than an atheist
any one who questions such a doctrine,

“Now, said he, “if it be admitted that there is
a special and extraordinary interference of Pro-
vidence for the immediate temporal punishment
of the wicked, and for the securing of success to
a righteous cause, there seems no reason why this
should not be looked for in the case of a judicial
combat. Our ancestors were at least as wise as
we, and more consistent, if we deride or reprobate
the iden of a special interposition of Providence
in the case of a single combat, while we look for
it in all other cases. And you well know, added
he to Mr. Jones, ‘how strongly the doctrine I
allude to is set forth in newspapers, in magazines,
in publications of various deseriptions, and, not
least, in the nursery-hooks which are first put into
the hands of children.’

This could not be denied. «Well, continued
Mr. Adamson, ‘such had been our belief as woll

08 yours. But while the trial by single combat was
retained under an altered character, the other kinds

of ordeal—such as the hot ploughshare, &e., to
which women, as well as men, had in former times
been exposed—fell completely into desuctude,’

B
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THE TRIAL, 51

themselves on the edge of the cliff over-hanging
the cavern in breathless expectation of the results,
The magistrates had only ventured to exert their
anthority so far as to require that ropes should be
let down from the top of the cliff, and secured by
straps to the body of each of the women, so that
in case of danger they might be safely drawn up.
Margaret, with a firm and undaunted step,
walked unhurt close along the mouth of the
cavern, Her companion, who had been observed
to become pale and agitated as they approached the
scene of trial, sank down insensible at the entrance
of the cavern. The mingled shouts of wonder,
alarm, horror, and exultation proceeding from the
spectators of this complete fulfilment of the pro-
phecy, may be easily imagined. The fainting vie-
tim was drawn up by the rope to the top of the
cliff, to all appearance dead. By sprinkling her
with water, however, she gradually revived; and
on being restored to her senses and speech, con-
fessed, with much awe and contrition, the entire
fulsity of the stories she had circulated, and which

- she had fabricated through jealousy. She acknow-

ledged, and no doubt fully believed, that she had
been struck down by the demon of the goblin-

cavern ll'-'sg_ramﬁ Jjudgment on her calumny. of i
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INEFFECTUAL PROHIBITION, 53

happened that a person whose character had been

cleared by the ordeal, was afterwards, by circum-
stances subsequently hrought to light, proved, or
violently suspected, to have been guilty.

Instances of this kind, in conjunction with the
advancement of intellectnal culture, gradually
weakened, in progress of time, the belief in the
gupernatural character of the ordeal. It was, how-
ever, for a long time, frequently appealed to, both
by women and men, from all the States; and in
spite of laws which were passed, but which it was
found impossible fully to enforce, prohibiting any
such trial, and denouncing as murder the offence
of being accessary to any one’s exposure to it in
case of a fatal result,—the custom still received
the sanction of many who disavowed all belief of
miraculous interference in the case of such trials.

“They defended,’ said Mr. Adamson, ‘by nearly
the same arguments as I have lately heard from
you, both duels, such as you apply the name to,
and these which were always very justly regarded
as a kind of duel; since there is no essential
difference between calling on your adversary to
stand a pistol-shot or a poisonous blast. It was
ve, they contended, to the preservation of

good r8, and of a high and delicate sense of
honour in both sexes, that a man should be
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EXCLUSION FROM SOCIETY. 55

¢ They did not confine themselves to such topics

 as had been before, again and again, urged

without effect; but maintained that the practice
tended to defeat the very end proposed, and to
lower (instead of raising, as was pretended) the
tone of manners in the society. *If, they said,
‘there were no such custom, then, any one,
whether man or woman, who transgressed the
rules which public opinion had sanctioned in the
circle of society in which he or she moved, would
at once be excluded from that circle. And the
apprehension of this exclusion,—of thus losing
caste, and being sent to Coventry,—which is the
ultimate penalty that such a society can inflict for
a breach of its rules, would be the best preventive
of any violation of them,—the best preservative
of the tone of the society,—that it is possible to

- attain. If, under such a system, any one insulted

another, he would be regarded as an ill-mannered
‘brute, and excluded from good company : a woman
who displayed levity of conduct would be at once
Wﬂmnreputablammsmym,moy
_u'ho should bring aﬂ; hnpmnom
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58 PUBLIC OPINION,

added to the sting of the most contemptible
insect.

««So much,’ said they, ‘for the protection
thus provided for us against injuries the most
painful to the feelings! Great part of the disgrace
attaching to the authors of such injuries is re-
moved; the injuries are probably rather increased
than diminished in frequency; and in the pain
they inflict, they are undoubtedly aggravated
tenfold.’

*With regard to the supposed necessity for a
person’s thus vindieating his own honour in certain
cases, on the ground that the parties have no
common suthority to appeal to, this they flatly
denied. The public opinion of the society they
belong to, is that common authority. And thatit
is so, and is competent to decide effectually, is
proved, they urged, by the very existence of duel-
ling ; for the duel itself is enforced by nothing else
but public opinion. T am obliged, it is said, to
challenge 2 man who has affronted me, because
there is no suthority to appeal to that will compel
him to redress the injury. But what, then, com-
pels him to acoept the challenge? Nothing, but
the knowledge that if he refused it, society would

Teject him as disgraced. Then, why should not
Society at once pronounce on him this sentence of

LW

‘One nation does not send a challenge to :

WAR BETWEEN NATIONS.

disgrace for the affront itself, unless he m Q
satisfactory submission? 1f he defies public
opinion, and does not cave for disgrace, he need
not accept the challenge: if he does care for
public opinion, then let the disgrace attach at once
to the offering of the affront, instead of to the
refusal of the challenge. It is manifest that those
who have the power to propose the alternative, of
either sufering disgrace, or fighting, must have
the power to discard the latter part of the alter-
native. Let society, therefore, but do its duty,
and it is plain that it may, by a proper exertion of
the power which it has, and which it actually
exercises even now, restrain, and restrain much
more effectually, without duelling, the w evils
which duelling professes to remedy.

“As for the case of war between ind
States, this,” observed m.mw the 3
* is by no means a parallel to that of private duels

bemue uthepuﬂuudlyhrm {'
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"B-l LAW OF HONOUR.

are unknown among them, yet keep up the cha-
racter of their society in respect of female purity.
And, as this is effected through the direct influence
of public opinion,—by simply enforcing the penalty
of exclusion on any female of blemished reputa-
tion,—it is evident that, if in respect of vemeit‘v,l
integrity, or any other point, they fall short‘oi
what is required of gentlemen, this must arise
from the standard of honour being different in the
#wo sexes. I collect that among you the character
éf ¢gn honest woman’' does not coincide with
that of an ‘ honest man, —and that even the word
¢ yvirtue’ has a somewhat different signification in
reference to women and to men. It cannot be
therefore that public opinion is insufficient
enforce the laws of honour without the interven-
tion of duels; since modest women do succeed in
maintaining the purity of the society in which
they move. But the laws of honour are themselves
not the same among ladies and among gentlemen.
The fact is, few persons, either men or womer,
will venture to incur infamy; and that is the
~ penalty which society may denounce against the
i violation of its rules, be those rules what they
W& Let society determine what shall be the
‘point of honour for each sex, or class of persons
r all, and denounce the penalty of exclusion

FALSE DIGNITY. 65

against such as violate its rules; and that those
rules will be generally observed, without the inter-
vention of duelling, is proved by the very circum-
stance that women enforce their own law of honour
as successfully as men do theirs.

‘By acting on these principles,” continued Mr.
Adamson, ‘you would have the additional ad-
vantage of imposing a restraint on those females,
and others, who, you complain, are disposed to
take advantage of their exemption from danger of
a challenge, by indulging in defamatory or insolent
language, &c. For, as I just now observed,
conduct of this kind is regarded among you with
somewhat the less of unmixed disgust and con-
tempt, from the very circumstance that among
laymen of a certain station it may lead to a duel.

It is considered as in some degree a mark of
‘spirit.’ The courage which braves death, even
when disapproved as a brutal kind of courage, yet
shelters its possessor from the last extreme of
ignominy. Now, though the degree of false
dignity with which insolent behaviour is thus
invested, ought certainly to be at least confined to
those who actually do run a risk in displaying it,
—though women and clergymen, for instance,
since they run no risk, and consequently display
no courage, by such behaviour as would expose a

F



.‘ 86 NEW PENALTY.

layman to personal danger, should properly be
considered base as well as nnmannerly when they
are guilty of it,—yet this distinction is one “I].”('h
we cannot expect will be carefully kept 'ln‘\'lcw,-
and uniformly observed. A kind of association (.'.l
ideas is created in people’s minds between wl?u.i‘, is
called spirited behaviour,” *strong 1an{_;;un.gc, &e.,
and “manly boldness;' and this association con-
tinues to affect their judgment even in cases where
‘10 boldness is really displayed, because no danger
s encountered. Thus, such conduct in a woman,
for instance, or in a clergyman, as would ()L]i('l.'-'
wise incur unmixed contempt, is likely to bc,'ll
not altogether honoured or approved, at least in
‘some degree tolerated.

But let the system be changed; and the tone
of manners in all classes would be raised. When
duels are unheard of, such offences as are nov
regarded with a mitigated disapprobation, on #¢-
count of the personal intrepidity which they arc
supposed sometimes to imply in the offenders,
‘would become the subject of unmixed disgust;
‘the only danger braved being that of the disesteem
‘of reputable people. And this kind of Pcnuhy

- extending to all classes and both sexes alike (at
“least among the gentry), would of course tend to

 restrain all of them alike within the rules of

L

COMPACT AGAINST DUELLING. 67

honour and politeness. There may be some reason
why, among you, a woman should not be called
out to fight; but there could be none, why she
should not incur, as well as a gentleman, the
penalty—when that was the sole penalty for both
sexes alike—of exclusion from good society if she
transgressed its rules: a penalty which in fact
actually is enforced, with unrelenting strictness, for
a violation of the rules of what is now accounted
feminine honour.
“Such, nearly,’ continued Mr. Adamson, *was
the train of argument, as far as applicable to the
then-existing condition of society among us, which
was strenuously urged, and assiduously circulated,
by that Association against duels which I have
alluded to. The novelty of the arguments, con-
tributed, along with their intrinsic force, and the
high character of those who urged them, to excite
a general and serious attention ; and the judicious
course pursued by the authors of the undertaking
secured them ultimate success. The members of
the Association bound themselves, by a solemn
compact with each other, never to give or accept a
challenge to any kind of duel, whether by the
ordeal, or by single combat; never to behave in
such a manner as might otherwise have afforded
occasion for a duel; and not to countenance or

¥ 3
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- that they would not fight. From personal violence

Vil \:u\h‘\

-
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they appealed to the law: insolent vituperation
was unavailing ; since being directed against men
who had abjured duels, it was understood to imply
no personal risk, and consequently to give no proof

- of courage. From well-founded accusations, their

blameless life and decorous behaviour secured
them ; unfounded charges only proclaimed the
authors of them to be themselves liars.

“Very early in the history of this Association,
a question arose among its members, on the
decision of which, probably, their final success
turned. It was at first designed that they should
continue formally to enrol as members as many
unexceptionable persons as could be induced to
join their society. Some of their number, however,
objected that this would be likely to impede their
progress in the reformation they were aiming at.
A jealousy, they said, would be likely to arise in
the minds of some persons against the pretensions,
real or supposed, of an Association of which they
were not themselves the founders or leaders. They
would therefore be apt perversely to refuse joining
it, as disdaining to follow in the wake of others;
and would then set about justifying their conc
by exciting suspicion, and organizing op)
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as against a party combining to set up themselves
as arbiters of good manners,—guides to the rest
of the world,—a self-constituted tribunal, &c.

« These representations prevailed; and a resolu-
tion was adopted, and publicly announced (accom-
panied with a frank statement of the reasons for
it), mot to admit formally from thenceforth any
more persons as members, except such as might
have been actually engaged in a duel, and were
desirous of thus solemnly and publicly proclaiming
their renunciation of a practice to which they had
thus once lent their countenance. But all other
persons of respectable character, it was declared,
ghould be thenceforth regarded as virtually
members of the Association, without any formal
admission or engagement, so long as they should
econtinue in practice to comply with the funda-
mental rules of the society, by abstaining from
duels, and from everything calculated to provoke 2
challenge, and by shunning the company of those
who acted otherwise. If any should in practice
violate these regulations, or should openly pro-
‘elaim hig determination not to adhere to them.
M and then only, he was to be regarded ns
excluded from the number of the associates.

“In all cases of dispute arising between one
pan or lady and another, the cause wis to

OOURT OF HONOUR., 71

be referred to the decision, not of any self-
appointed tribunal, nor of any formally-elected
court of honour (either of which might have
furnished occasion for jealousy), but of a com-
mittee of the neighbours meeting for the purpose,
with the stipulation only that they should be
persons received in good society, and adverse to
duelling. Of such persons, each of the parties
chuses (for the custom was adopted, and still exists
among us) one or two of his acquaintance,—each
of whom again names two or three others as
assessors,—and the judges thus nominated, pri-
vately hear and try the cause, calling in, in case of
much difficulty or disagreement, the assistance of
othet.'s. It is seldom that the parties do not readily
acquiesce in the decision; and the Public in
general are, as you may suppose, fully prepared to
think that this must be at least more likely to
approach to a right judgment, than a pistol-ball, or
a blast of choke-damp. ’
‘In this way it was that the custom of duels
gradually, and not very slowly, went out of fashion
among us. It has been wholly extinet for more
T.han a century ; for my father, who, as I mentioned
Jjust now, remembered as a boy the final prevalence

of this reform, was born nearl
: ) y one hund
thirty years ago. e
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all common. The church, indeed, of the IHern-
huters#—of which I learn from you there is a
considerable and valuable remnant in Europe—
have adopted, for nearly two centuries, some very
strict regulations on this head; among others,
they make it a point of discipline to use no dyes.
Their shoes and boots are brown, of the natural
colour of the leather ; their coats grey, being made
of a mixture of black wool and white, as it comes
from the sheep; and their hats of the natural
colour of the opossum and kangaroo. But these
are exceptions. The point agreed on among us,
and in which our difference from you gave rise o
the wonder you heard expressed is this,—that it is
barbarian to wear anything for the sake of orna-
ment, and which answers no purpose but that of
decoration. Of this description are feathers,
which were worn by our ancestors of both sexes,
but which T understand from you are now confi ned
to women, and to military men when in uniform.
So, also, are necklaces, rings, and, above all, ear-
rings. It strikes us as peculiarly barbarian to
bore holes in the flesh for the purpose of sticking
in ornaments. It may be a prejudice, but it is at
least an ancient one; for the Greeks, though I
. pelieve their women wore ear-rings,—and it is 10

* Moravians,
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be observed that they regarded women as a very
inferior order of Beings, and rather as toys, or as
domestic drudges, than as civilized and rational
companions,—considered ear-rings worn by men as
a decisive mark of barbarism. You may find, in
Xenophon's Anabasis, one of the captains of com-
panies, who had given some cowardly advice,
reproached as uttering sentiments unworthy of a
Greek ; on which some one exclaimed * He is no
Greek ! his ears are bored:’ and this being ascer-
tained by inspection, he was on this evidence at
once pronounced a barbarian, and as such reduced
to the ranks.

“You have observed,” continued he, ‘ among us
handsome and costly gold brooches and buckles,
buttons made of jewels, embroidered garments,
inlaid tables, and other such ornamental articles;
but you will see no article that is merely an orna-
ment. A gold brooch or button serves us a
fastening, not better indeed, but as well, as’ an
iron or brass one. Its beauty is superfluous, but
it is not dtself superfluous, and destitute of all
ostensible use. So, also, a silver goblet serves to
drink out of, and an embroidered gown to cover
one, no less than plain ones. The robes, caps,
and thrones of our higher magistrates are, as you .
have seen, in some instances, very highly deco-

G
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advancing civilization as still to wear ornaments,
like the savages.

He remarked also another point of coincidence
between European women on the one side, and
European men and the Southlanders of both sexes,
on the other. The latter, he observed, were always
dressed alike on both sides, so that if one imagined
one of them split into halves, the two would match,
like a pair of gloves. Among European ladies, on
the contrary, most of the many great variations of
fashion agree in making some difference between
the two sides; there is usually an obliquity in the
head-gear, or a bow, a feather, or a bunch of
flowers, stuck on one side, without a corresponding
one on the other.

7

a3

i



quli I'g,ng.-r-spen'nm'n.
: _LG.WE. — Unwise
Tegislative I'vo-

| in Goyerniment,
'q.nu;entn.l L,

. of Treason.—

eon mentionod
g, differ more o
m of governmcnt.
tant and funda-
pal of which are
that is to bo
Seyen out of
ngdoms : but
oditary roynlty
avollors could
ropublics than
rotaining the
igtrato for the
to tho Athoe
pican presi-




L

- a regulation
and afterwards,
yenieneo, con
aptedly, 1t wos
to spoak, snd 1o
ench had his
sings, aecord
those of a Court
gpenkers corro
aui the court,
verdiet, The
Thas it left to his
Any member

(@ hig sent and
chair of the
ker or char

- gonts himself,
view to prevent
appropriated
the sptmlmra‘
the assembly if
 has been put 10
question i

ahie ,hgms i
and are fil
they have no




88 FUNDAMENTAL LAWS.

light on the whole system of legislature of this
singular people. It occurred in the kingdom of
Nether-London, one of the most ancient and
populous of all the States. They found a con-
siderable excitement and bustle prevailing, though
all was orderly and decorous, on account of a
summons issued (in our phraseology, ¢ a call of the
House’) to the members of their assembly—
ealled, in that State, the parliament,—to deliberate
on the question of removing a fundamental law.
The particular law then in question was, they
found, like the Salic law of the French, one which
confined the succession to the throne to males.
But a further inquiry let them into the knowledge
of matter far more curious and interesting,—the
general principle of ¢fundamental laws,’ which
materially affects the whole of the system of legis-
lature in the country; being, with slight differences
of detail, common to all the States, regal and
republican, and extending also to the several
ecclesiastical communities.

“The system I am about to describe to you,
said Mr. Adamson, who was one of their principal
informants on this occasion, ¢ was established by
the Miillers; the younger of whom, during the
whole of his long reign, as it may be called,
laboured earnestly and successfully to explain its

Ve s TNy
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advantages, and to perpetuate its adoption. I will
put into your hands presently a little popular tract
on the subject, written by him, which, like the
many others he wrote, is in every one’'s hands at
this day. He sets forth in that, the evils resulting,
on the one hand, from retaining,—or, oftener,
vainly striving to retain,—all laws, usages, and
institutions unaltered; some of which, even
though the result originally of consummate wis-
dom, may become utterly unsuitable to other times
and altered circumstances; and, on the ‘other
hand, from frequent, sudden, and violent changes,
which are apt to agitate and unsettle men’s minds,
and to lead to consequences not designed or
foreseen,—like the pulling out of one stone from
a wall, which is apt to loosen some of the others.
His discussion of this subject bears much resem-
blance to those I lately saw in the little book you
lent me the other day, by the great Bacon,* who
strikes me as a very able writer, and likely to be
well worthy of the reputation you tell me he
enjoys.

“ Miiller goes on to say that unwise legislators

* A little pocket edition of ‘ Bacon's Essays,’ one of four
or five small volumes which the travellers had brought with
them to beguile any occasional tedious half-hour at their
halting-places, or in their boat. i
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have been in all ages apt to bring on themselves,
not one only, but both of these classes of evils.
Unmindful of the proverb, that ‘a stitch in time
saves nine, they often, through dread of change,
maintain unaltered things which manifestly want
altering, at the expense of much loss and incon-
venience ; and when the change does come, from
the inconvenience having grown to an intolerable
height, it is apt to be, in consequence, violent,
¢ That
dirt made this dust, is a homely old saying

hasty, and sometimes ruinous change.

which he used frequently to apply in speaking of
such instances ; in allusion to those who in wet
weather neglect to scrape off the mud from the
yoads: and consequently, besides being for a long
time continually splashed and bemired, at length,
when the mud is all dried up by the sun, they
are half smothered by the dust it produces. He
would always, therefore, he said, be, by choice,
an improver, rather than a reformer; introducing
corrections and additions, from time to time, u3
occasion offered, rather than letting a building
become 80 inconvenient or runinous as (o require
being pulled down and rebuilt.

‘A great reformation he considered as, in all
cases, a great evil; though frequently by far the
least evil that circumstances admit of ; and though
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he had himself, accordingly, been always a strenu-
ous supporter of the great reformation of religion,
notwithstanding the many evils resulting, accord-
ing to him, from its having been so long delayed,
and so obstinately resisted.

¢To avoid both of the opposite evils,—the
liability to sudden and violent changes, and the
adherence to established usage when incon-
venient or mischievous,—to give the requisite
stability to governments and other institutions,
without shutting the door against improvement,—
this is a problem which both ancient and modern
legislators, he thought, had not well succeeded in
solving. And the same, it appears, may be said
of those who have appeared in Europe since his
time. Some, like the ancient Medes and Persians,
and like Lycurgus, have attempted to prohibit all
change. But those who constantly appeal to the
wisdom of their ancestors, as a sufficient reason for
perpetuating everything these have established,
forget two things; first, that they cannot hope
for ever to persuade all successive generations of
men that there was once one generation of such in-
fallible wisdom as to be entitled to dictate to all
their descendants for ever,—so as to make the
earth, in fact, the possession, not of the living,

‘but of the dead; and, secondly, that, even sup-
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the nature of a fundamental law, inasmuch as it is
treason to propose the abolition of kingly govern.
ment,—so that the maintenance of that govern-
ment is irrevoeable till a Bill shall first have been
passed for altering the laws of treason,—Mr.
Adamson admitted that this was so far on the
same footing with the law he had been describing;
¢but, added he, ‘if any one should—which I
allow is highly improbable—propose such an
alteration of the laws of treason, that question
might legally be put to the vote in as thin a House
as is competent to transact ordinary business. 1
think you would do well, after introducing our last
regulation as to an absolute majority, to place
gome more of your laws on the same footing. Not
that there would be any occasion for saying any-
thing about treason. With you, as with us, 1t
would no doubt be quite sufficient that a member
ghould be at once ‘ called to order’ if he presumed
to make any motion contrary to the rules of the
House.

«You would find, I think,’ he continued, °that
the adoption of our system in regard to funda-
mental laws would tend to promote among you
~ that comparative calmness and moderation which
,ﬂl have remarked in our proceedings, and to

~ miti the vehemence with which, by your

MATURE DELIBERATION, 97! I.

accounts, one set of men oppose every change,
good or had, while another seem to be hostile to
everything that is established. Those who are by
temper and habit most disposed to the dread of
innovation, lest rash schemes should be adopted,
would have their apprehensions somewhat calmed
by seeing a provision made at least against any
great change being introduced with inconsiderate
haste ; and those, again, who are most disposed
to dread the perpetuation of abuses, might be
moderated in their impatient eagerness for reform,
by seeing a regular path open for the examination
and remedy of anything, however consecrated by
long usage, that should appear, on mature delibera-
tion, to be evil. .

¢ That you would be exempt from the possibility
of error, or that we are so, it would be an absurd
presumption to pretend. Our system does not
profess to make human judgment infallible: it
professes only to provide that our deliberative
assemblies shall decide according to the best of
their judgment, and shall neither retain nor reject
anything, without a full opportunity at least being
given for the exercise of deliberate reflection and
mature discussion. To attempt more than this is
mere folly. One generation of fallible men has
neither the right nor the power to supersede for

H
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he informed them, is allowed in any case; nor is
it regular to ask or to promise a vote. But at the
time of the election, the president or chairman of
the assembly solemnly admonishes the voters of
their obligation to divest themselves, as far as
possible, of all personal bias, and nominate such
persons as they shall in their consciences believe
to be most fit. Admonitions of this kind stand in
the place of the oaths which in Europe are usually
administered on such occasions. The Commons-
assembly having been duly convened, each member
was directed to write down on separate slips of
paper, and deliver to the president, the names of
five persons as candidates ; or, not more than five:
for he was at liberty to write fewer; or, if he
pleased, none at all.

The president next proceeded to inspect their
names, and select the five that had the greatest
sumber of votes. It so happened on this occasion
that there were siz names, of which two had each
the same number of votes. This, as Mr. Adamson
explained, creates no difficulty, and only prolongs
in a trifling degree the business of the election.
ﬂl gix names were put in nomination and each

- member was next called on to give his vote agaiif
m of the six, by giving in a paper inscribed with
the name of the candidate he wished to have

*
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struck off the list. The one who had the greatest
number of these counter-votes being then removed
from the list, the remaining five were proposed in
like manner, to have one name struck off; and the
game process was repeated till only one remained,
who was thereupon declared duly elected. For
example : suppose the five names that, in the first
instance, have most votes, to be a, B, ¢, D, and E,
and these being put in nomination, in the counter-
voting A has the most votes against him; then B,
¢, D, and E are proposed in like manner, and B is
struck off by a majority of counter-votes; there
remain o, D, and E, from which, by the same pro-
cess, ¢ and D are successively struck off: then & is
the one elected.

If in any case the number of counter-votes
against two of the names are equal, and that
number exceeds the votes against any other one,
then both mames are struck off, except it should
happen that they are the last two; in which case,
of course, the question is, whether » or E shall be
elected : and if on this question the numbers are
equal, the president has the casting vote.

Mr. Adamson was about to answer the inquiries
of the visitors as to the peculiar advantages pro-
posed by this mode of election, when a blunt,
humorous-looking commoner, who sat near them,
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interposed, by telling them that, in plain terms,
this was the advantage ; that each voter placed his
own mmd the best candidate second, and
so the best was elected in the end. Mr. Adamson
replied with a smile, that, making due allowance
for satire, there was a good deal of truth in the
‘statement.
¢ Tt is a truth,’ said he, ¢ that has been presented
to you, dressed with vinegar alone, which you may
-easily suppose might fairly be tempered with a due
' ion of oil. But I will leave that to your
~ own reflections ; only reminding you of the well-
~ known instance of the Grecian States discussing
' ,ﬁ comparative merits of the geveral commanders,
- after the overthrow of Xerxes. Each State, it was
‘observed, placed their own commander first on the
list of merit, and allotted the gecond place to
Themistocles the Athenian ; whence it was reasoi-
' “N inferred that Themistocles was clearly the
- most distinguished of all. Now, suppose he had
been candidate for a prize in some assembly in
‘why ) the Athenians were not present; he would
you observe, have obtained 2 single vote
ording to the direct mode of voting, while ot
he would have gained a decisive triumph.
d also of a new-comer in some tOWI
b of his neighbours as to the choice
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of a physician, and fixing on the one whom most
of them accounted the second-best; each placing
his own family physician first.’

* %* * * *

The travellers having inquired into the mode of
appointment of the Lower House, were informed
that the members are the representatives each of a
certain town or district, as in England, America,
&c. ; and that they are elected for seven years at
the utmost; one-seventh of the House, by lot,
going out every year, but being capable, however,
of re-election.

There is, besides this, a power lodged in a
certain Council-of-State and President, (for this
State is a republic,) to dissolve the ;House and
appoint a general election. In all the States there
is a house of representatives, constituted sub-
stantially on the same principle. In their designa-
tions, and in some points of detail, there are
several differences.

In the election of members, all citizens have, in
most of the States, a vote; though not all equal
votes. Any citizen, who is unconvicted of any
crime, of sound mind, and of a certain specified
age, (in the State of Bath it is thirty-five,) is
entitled to be enrolled as a voter, on producing &
certificate of his having gone through a certain
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advoecates among you, and denied by its opponents.
With us, on the contrary, there is no such conse-
quence to be apprehended ; and, accordingly, our
voting for representatives is always by ballot. On
our system, this is not only unobjectionable, but
highly important ; for, as the successful candidate
is elected by the majority of votes, while it is
possible that his opponent might be supported by
a much greater number of voters, it would be very
inexpedient to let this be publicly displayed and
recorded ; as it might tend to array the wealthier
and the poorer classes against each other.

«On the whole, added he, ¢ our system seems (0
be the simplest and most effectual for preserving
that principle which must be maintained in every
good representative system ; viz. that persons and
property should both be represented. The democrat
aims at a representation of persons alone ; at putting
on a political level those who have the largest
stake in the country, and those who have little or
none. The aristocrat (or rather, oligarchist) is for
representing property alone ; as if the taxes imposed
by the legislature towards the expenses of the
State were everything, and the life and liberty
" of individuals, which may be affected by the
laws passed, were nothing. The truc wisdom,
‘surely, is to take both into account, and to pro-
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vide that both persons and property shall be duly
represented.’
* * * * *

In all the States but one, all persons are eligible
to a seat in the Lower House,—that of representa-
tives,—who possess certain property, and personal
qualifications. In that one,—the kingdom of
Upper-London, a small State, which was sepa-
rated, above a hundred years since, from that of
Nether-London,—a sort of hereditary restriction
exists, which, at the first glance, appeared to the
travellers exceedingly whimsical. No one is eligible
to their commons-assembly who is not descended

(or married to one who is) from both blacks and

whites.

The origin of the regulation was this :—Before
the State was separated, the district which con-
stitutes its present territory was occupied by a
considerable proportion of blacks, viz. the de-
scendants of the allied and reclaimed aboriginals
formerly described. It was observed by the then
king of Nether-London, (then called New-London,)
that the whites of pure blood were beginning to
hold aloof, not only from the blacks, but from
those of mixed breed, and to disdain associating
with them on equal terms, however personally
deserving. To remedy this state of things, and
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prevent a mutual alienation between two sets of
fellow-citizens, the king,—who seems 10 have
inherited something of the eccentric, 01‘igin:}1, and
daring character of the younger Muller,.trnm a
daughter of whom he was descended,—devised t]’m
plan, which, with the concurrence of : Llu‘: lng.lﬁf
lature, he carried into effect, for constituting ih‘w
district—a thriving and, in other respects, promis-
ing one—into 2 distinct State, under some
i ulations.
Peilh;::olt:;ger of his own was appointed the first
king of it,—whose wife is said to have bheen :]1 .1:1;1_:
of beauty and accomplishments, though she l.u‘ i
glight mixture of aboriginal blood. Indlu_-.rmul 1i|1h‘
were held out to several of the most respects Jf_
and intelligent persons in yarious States who \.\“m :,'
of mixed race, to come and settle in the new king-
dom. Some of the ablest of these,—who, by ll.u‘
bye, are gaid to have had a considm:abh: uvc:r:?r:;
portion of European Pblood in their veins,—t0&¢ ; || 4
with others of purely white race, were nominat
as the original senate (or Upper House) ;
Lower House was, by & fundamental 1aw,
sist exclusively, and for ever, of person® - E
race, or who are married to ol And, to this .-_”-.
no one is eligible who cannot prove his descent, ¢
his wife's, from blacks and whites.

and the
to con-

£ mixed
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* This, however, is easily done at present ; for the
descent may be ever so remote ; the mixture ever
so unequal. Every one, therefore, is eligible, of
whom any ancestor has been enrolled as such.
There are, accordingly, many members of the house
who, perhaps, have not above {5 or 45 of aboriginal
blood ; and, indeed, most of the population are at
present not very dissimilar from Furopeans in
feature and complexion, and yet are qualified, as
far as the above rule is concerned, for a seat in the
house.

The plan was at first laughed at, as whimsical,
by many of the Southlanders themselves ; but the
expediency of it in promoting mutual respect and
gpeedy amalgamation between the two races, who
were thus both alike excluded from an important
branch of the legislature, was so apparent, and the
joke was so good-humouredly joined in by those
who were the objects of it, that the laughter was
soon divested of all bitterness. The satirists had
suggested, as a symbol for the new State two swans,
—an Australian black swan (Cycnus ater) and white
European swan,—lovingly entwining their necks :
onwhich the Upper-Londoners immediately adopted
this as the arms of the kingdom ; and so it remains
to this day, with the motto of ¢ Nimium ne crede
colori.’ The State, though one of the smaller ones,
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(its population about two hundred and fifty thou-
gand,) is prosperous, and its citizens respectable,
intelligent, and polite.

" L * * #*

In most of the States, there are few or no con-
siderable taxes, except a land-tax; and in many of
them even this is not heavy, from the government
being in possession of considerable tracts of land,
which in some instances have become very valuable
from having been covered with buildings, wharfs,
&c. [The word *tax’ is used as best conveying to
English ears the sense intended. They them-
selyes call it ¢ government-rent;’ for they consider
the State as alone holding what we call the fee-
simple of all land; which it assigns to individuals,
either for terms of years at a stipulated rent, or in
perpetuity, subject to what we should call a land-
tax.]

On the whole, Mr. Sibthorpe is of opinion, that,
taking into consideration the very small military
(and, of course, no naval) establishments, and also
the comparative wealth of these and the European
States, the government revenues are proportionably

greater in the Southland States than in those of

Europe :—that is, the revenue which is actually
ewpended in the public service each year ; for he does
not take into account, as a part of our revenue, the
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enormous sum annually paid as interest on the
national debt. These States having happily been
exempt from the prodigal expenditure of wars, have
no national debt. Their public expenditure is, how-
ever, what we should be apt to call profuse in the
payment of public functionaries. All are paid, even
the representatives ; and to most offices is attached

besides what may be considered an ample salar;
in reference to the prevailing style of living, a com-
fortable retiring pension. Sinecures, however

at.'.rictly so called,—i. e. payments for no services’
either present or past,—are not known, When th;
more frugal system, in reference to this point, that
prevails among us, was described to them, and also
the prevailing clamour for still further reductions

on that head, they gave it as their opinion that

there could not be money worse saved, and that it
must be a great wonder if we were well governed
- “The natural tendency,’ they urged, ¢ of a aystelr;
of frugal government (in this sense) is, to obtain a
jvorae f:ommodity. Try the experiment,’ they said
‘of being frugal to your physicians, and reduce;

their fees to half-crowns, and you will have a half.

crown’s worth of skill instead of a guinea’s worth
You will still have plenty of physicians; but /
should not like to be under their hands. j Whilwe
man of talents and character, with a liberal edu:t:
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can realise a handsome and

tion and industry,
secure income in some of your learned professions,
especially if he have a

you cannot expect him,
little private fortune,

family to provide for, and but

to give up a lucrative employment, and devote him-

self to the labours of political life, either gratuit-

ously, or with an uncertain recompense in view.

He will either keep aloof from public business, or

will bestow on it a hurried, divided, and secondary

attention. Thus, political business, and ultimately

political power, is thrown into the hands of one or

both of two classes of men .—those of large estates ;

and adventurers,—men who, for want of character,

or of steady application, are not succeeding in

any reputable and lucrative profession, and there-

3 fore see nothing better to do than to take their
chance in the profession—an ill-paid and precarious

one, as it seems to be among you—of politics.

¢ Many persons of both these classes, among you,
may, we doubt not, De possessed of high qualifica-
tions ; but it seems evident that with so large a
total number as you possess of educated and intel
~ ligent gentry, you practically limit your choice t0 &
~yery small proportion of them, for persons 10
luc public affairs; and these affairs, therefore.
uld expect to find conducted, if not ill, yet
. g0 well as they might be. We should

P

hradig s ik

expect to find the depprtméﬁt of government—orie
of such paramount lmpertaneb—-not so well filled
as many subordinate departments . and that there
would be among you a larger érapo'rtidnate number
of highly qualified legal, military, and naval men
for instance, of engineers, artisans, &ec. than o;
statesmen. e '

‘You are to observe,’ they added, ‘that we are
only throwing out our conjectures : we are ready and
willing to stand corrected. Yow must know how
the‘matter of fact stands; which may perhaps be at
v‘anance with our anticipations, through the opera-
tion of some causes we are not aware of. But we
lay before you our notions and expectations, as the
thought strikes ourselves.’

[There follows here, in the memoranda of the
travellers, the explanations they gave, in answer
to the foregoing remarks, of our institutions and
usages,—the reasons by which they are vindicated,
—and the practical working of them. DBut all
this, though of course most interesting to the
persons to whom it was addressed, would probably
not be so to our readers, who must of course be
familiar with discussions relative to our own in-
stitutions and customs, and curious rather to :

learn particulars concerning those of a strange A-

nation, however unreasonable and whimsical their
1 :

T
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novelty may cause them to appear. For this
reason, we have, in several other places as well
as here, omitted much that we find recorded of
the descriptions and discussions laid before the
Southlanders by their guests; inserting only
what was necessary to make their descriptions

intelligible.]

PREDICTION OFFICE. ki G j

CHAPTER IX.

Prediction Office.—Prophecies.—Useful Register.—Political
Bustlers—Disposal of Land.—Rents.—Laws of Ten-
antry.—Government Loans.

MONG the other political curiosities, as they
may be called, which came to the knowledge

of the travellers, was a most whimsical institution,
existing in several of the States, called a ¢ pre-
diction office;’ viz. an establishment consisting of
two or three inspectors and a few clerks, appointed
to receive from any one, on payment of a trifling
fee, any sealed-up prediction, to be opened at a
time specified by the party himself. His name is
to be signed to the prediction within: and on the
outer cover is inscribed the date of its delivery,
and the time when the seal is to be broken.
There is no pretence made to supernatural pro-
phetic powers ; only, to supposed political sagacity.
At stated times, the inspectors break the seals
of those papers whose term is elapsed, and ex-
amine the contents. In a great majority of cas
as might be expected, these predictions tm-ﬁ
& B
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either false, nugatory, or undecided : false, if
contradicted by events; nugatory, if containing
nothing but what had been naturally and generally
anticipated by all,—like our almanacks, which
foretell showers in April, heat in summer, and
cold in winter; or undecided, when proceeding
hypothetically on some condition which does not
take place,—as when a man foretells that if such
a measure be adopted, so and so will ensue; if
then the measure is not adopted, the prediction
remains undecided. But here and there a case
ﬁceurs in which a man has foretold truly some-
ﬁﬁng not generally expected, and the foreseeing
of which evinces, accordingly, more o less of s&-
acity. In such a case he is summoned to recene
u;honouable certificate to that effect. And the
:B'lvellers were assured that some of their most
msnt men, who afterwards attained to offices
of dignity and trust, had been first called 11'
notice from obscurity, by means of this office
The other predictions are kept and registereds
~ but not made public, except when the author ol
: 9\[ them 1; named as a candidate for anj
usly to any such appointment, the 10
bound %o look over their regist™

‘as a set-off against 2 candidate’s
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claims, any unsuccessful prediction he may have
sent in. ¢Oh that he were here,’ exclaims Mr.
Sibthorpe, ¢ to write me down an ass!’ Many
a man there is to whom we have committed
important public trusts, who, if such an insti-
tution had existed among us, would be found to
have formally recorded, under the influence of
self-conceit, his own incapacity.” He seems to
consider this portion of the effects of the plan as
hardly less useful than the other,—the establish-
ment of the claims of some to superior fomsighi.
¢« There is, he adds, ®among our political
bustlers, usually, a great squabble (when any
event takes place) on the question, whether any
one, and who, may claim the honour of having
foreseen it; and ill-founded claims are often ad-
mitted. Moreover, a prediction publicly uttered
will often have had, or be supposed to have had,
a great share in bringing about its own fulfilment.
He who gives out, for instance, that the people
will certainly be dissatisfied with such and such
a law, is, in this, doing his utmost to make them
dissatisfied. And this'being the case in all un-
favourable, as well as favourable, predictions,
some men lose their deserved credit for political
sagacity, through their fear of contributing to
produce the evils they apprehend; while others,

.,
M-
GRS i j
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v m& ntribute to evil results by their inca-
~ pacity to keep their anticipations locked up in
mm posoms, and by their dread of not
obtaining deserved credit. For such men, this
office,’ says he, ‘ provides a relief like that which
the servant of King Midas found by telling his
mmm hole he dug in the ground ; only,
there are here no whispering reeds 10 divulge it
. ~ One of the travellers records a remarkable
prediction which he recollected, by the late Dr.
4'.%!18011, afterwards Bishop of Meath. He
foretold, a good while before the event, that
- the removal of the Roman-Catholic disabilities
~ would take place under the administration of
‘ ‘ Duke of Wellington, who was well known t0
‘:L;m vehemently Opposed to it. The 1)1'(1(1'1tt'u'JTl
‘was at first supposed to be uttered in jest: but
when it was understood to be seriously intended,
:' W with the most scornful derision.
ment is known to all.
W % * *
in which the States that have co
of uncleared land in their terl
mn& these from time to time, struck
s as judicious and gimple. '\Vlli"\ﬂ-
r population, a demand arises 1’
. of land requiring to be clered

11l Iy

v
&
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and brought into cultivation, each person who
desires to become a settler, rents from the State
(which, as has been before observed, is always
held to be the sole proprietor in fee-simple of
its whole territory,) a suitable allotment, at a
rent which is always very small, and often merely
nominal. He obtains a lease of this for a term
of years,—commonly twenty-one,—either at this
nominal rent for the whole term, or with a trifling
increase for the last seven or fourteen years of it.
At the end of the term, it is divided between him
and the State; part being made over to him in
perpetuity, (subject to the general land-tax, or
government-rent, as it is called,) and the other
part reverting to the State. The proportions vary
according as the expenses of reclaiming the land
are greater or less. If the requisite outlay is
considerable, the settler retains, perhaps, two-
thirds, or even three-fourths, of the allotment;
if the reverse, his share will be half, or one-third.
In all cases, the proportions in which it is to
be divided are a matter of express agreement
previously to his first entering on the farm.
Then, in order to secure a fair division of the
land in respect of quality,—that the more fertile
and the poorer land,—the more and the less
improved,—may be duly apportioned,—recourse
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the wants of the Colonies, and even leaving a
surplus to reimburse the Mother-country for It.hu
original outlay.

In Canada also, the error would have been
avoided, of attempting to endow the Church with
what were called the ©Clergy-Reserves: which
were Blocks (very suitably so called) of uncleared
forest; which never brought in any revenue, and
only served to impede the settlements, till they
were, a few years ago, finally confiscated. i

All rents, whether for lands or houses, and
whether from a tenant of the State or of mn
individual, are payable a year in advance ; in other
words, are payable, not for the year that is past,
but for the year that is to come.

The rent, in short, is like the purchase-moncy
of an estate, which is to be paid before the title-
deeds are delivered and the possession transferred.

In like manner, with them, rent is the purchas:
money of the house or land for one year: and the
tenant has no elaim upon it till that is paid. Lent
accordingly, is not recoverable or claimable as a
flebt; nor is there any such thing as distraining. 1t
18, in fact, no debt; but at the end of the year if
the rent, or rather purchase-money, for the ensui/
year have not been paid, the occupier ceases 10
have any interest in the land, and is exactly in | he
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situation of a tenant whose lease has expired. i,
however, he has agreed to take the house or land
at a certain annual rent for a term of years, and
fails to fulfil the engagement, he may be sued
for a breach of contract; and, as in the case
of any other breach of contract, will have to pay
damages, according to the ecircumstances of the
case.

The travellers suggested, on this being first
described, that it must be an inconvenience to a
farmer to pay a sum of money out of his capital
before he has got anything from his land. But
they learned that, to prevent this, it is customary
to let a farm for a term of years, and to fix the
rent for the first year (to a new tenant) at a mere
mominal sum. ‘At the end of each year, there-
fore,’ said they, ¢ we have our rents coming in, just
as you have in England; and if (as you say is
common in England) the same tenant and his
family continue to renew, from time to time, the
landlord is just in the same situation in both
countries.

¢ It is only when there is occasion to get rid of
abad tenant, and put in a new one, that there
need be any difference ; and when that is the case,
your landlord is not, by your account, always better
off than ours; but, on the contrary, sometimes

.
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ORIMINAL JURISPRUDENCE.

.‘ | mm observed, that though any of the
{ m mt would be competent fo detail to
Whp,ﬁmlm of their 1)1'11.(:Liun, hecause 16 was
WUM duty for every I'(}ﬂ][ltsl_‘,l,n])lu person to
have a mlﬂdﬂa of this kind; yet that as one
of their judges, Sir Poter Bensgon, was present in
the room, it would be, perhaps, more sutisfactory
'mm ghould seek the information from him,
ingly, on being introduced to him, they
ed the subject by saying they were anxious to
w whether the Southlanders had retained the
~ trial by Jury, a8 it was practised in FEngland. He
j hw that the first settlers had retained the usage,
ey
in this respect, with which they had been familiar
that, as the settlement advanced, they found it
~ expedient to adopt some modifications of it, which
i M ”W&Bd as very importfmt. These modificn
tions related, he snid, chiefly to the golection of
M“, (0!', a8 ‘bh.y weore termed in the settlement,
'ml) and also to the degree in which unanimity
~ was requisite for a verdict.
- «Our judges,’ he said, ¢found speedily that all
on, oven in the same ranlk of lifo, were not equally
to be entrusted with this important function ;
also, that requiring perfect unanimity, Wis
ly the eause, either that no verdict was or
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rived at, or a wrong one,— sometimes, even ngainst
the opinion of the majority.
These inconveniences,” he gnid, ‘did not de-
yolope themselves for congiderable period. On
our first settlement, when the minds of the people
were chiefly occupied in providing for their daily
wants, we found that the intelligence of each man
might be very safely measured by the successful-
ness of his industry ; and we allowed our jurymen
to be selected indiseriminately from amongst those
who were able to support themselves creditably
by their own exertions. But we found, subse-
quently, that successful industry was not always
accompanied by that intelligence and  sagacity
which would enable men to decide on the merits
of conflicting evidence. '
« We have instituted, therefore, an examination,
for the purpose of nscortaining fitness. As ench
man becomes of age, he may, if he thinks himself
prepared, submit himself to the assembled judges,
who question him with regard to the laws of ovie
dence ; and, if they are satisfied both as to his
intelligence and moral character, he is marked as
a porson capable of discharging this function.
The English travellers replied with & smile
that few in England would be found, probably, ’
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submit themselves to such an examination ; that,
though they prided themselves as a nau.on upon
the possession of the right to trial by jury, yet
that each man considered the office as a burthen,
which he was anxious to roll over upon his neigh-
bour, as interfering with the employment of his
time: and that this feeling would certainly be
strengthened if an examination were 1'equircd..
¢« We, said Sir Peter Benson, ¢ have established
an order of Syndics; and it is considered 11011019'-
able to be enrolled amongst the number. \'? e
have conferred certain privileges on the Order; for
instance, while we give to every man who has Df}t
been disqualified by crime, a right to one .vot(‘ H_l
the selection of parliamentary representatllvcs, e
give three votes to each Syndic ; and this, 11"1 addi-
tion to the inereased number of votes \\fh}(;h he
may have, arising from the manner in which \\"L:
have graduated property. This latter eireumstanc
has, however, nothing to do with the matter .11_1
question. What T wish you to remm’*k no.\\', 1
that we regard any man, of sufficient intelligence
to be a Syndic, as entitled on that account to c\
ercise a greater influence than others in the selec-
tion of those who are to frame our laws.’
- On being asked whether the exmnhmﬁ?n \\':1%
really strict, Sir Peter answered that the strictncsss
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of course, varied with the dispositions, and sense
of duty, possessed by the existing judges ; but that
rejection was a very common occurrence. If this
proceeded from moral objection, it was exceedingly
difficult for the person to gain admission afterwards :
this could only be effected by very conspicuous and
continued good conduct. If, however, the rejection
arose from a want merely of adequate knowledge,
the individual was always at liberty to submit him-
self freely for re-examination, when in his own
judgment he had acquired it. It was not considered
creditable for any Syndic to give his daughter in
marriage to any one who was not enrolled with
himself in the rank of the intelligent. Thus, he
said, public opinion has conspired with civil privi-
leges, to render it important to each man to acquire
this rank.

On being asked whether the number of Syndics
was considerable, he replied that it was, and that it
was found by the periodical census that it was
bearing an increasing proportion to the number of
citizens generally ; that they regarded this, in fact,
as one of the tests of inereasing civilization,—more
especially because their experience proved that the
examination became more strict and enlarged, ac-
cording as the general intelligence of the country
was increased. Persons would be rejected now,

K
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who, some years back, would have been, on the sane
acquirements, sure of admission.

“T am deseribing to you, however,’ he said, ‘the
regulations which prevail in this particular Statc
In the other States, many variations may be ob-
gerved ; though all agree in selecting Syndics I
examination. The number of votes, for instance,
given to a Syndic, as such, is different in dificro
States. Again, in some States, the number ol
Byndics is not left indefinite, as with us, but is
limited.’

Sir Peter went on to observe, that the names ¢
all the Syndics were regularly arranged on rolls,
each of which (in this particular State) contained
not less than one hundred and twenty ndmte
These rolls, a day or two before the commei™
ment of the assizes, were presented to the judg
who drew from them a certain number by U
The persons so drawn were then summoned ¥
attend the court; and when any cause was €1ic"
upon for trial, the plaintiff and defendant Wer
each allowed to assign some rule accordivs ©
which triers should be taken from the roll 0
attendants summoned for that day—u5
instance, every third, or fifth, or tenth il1dj\'i'_in_u_1

‘commencing from the top or bottom of the 1St till

the number of twelve was completed. Thus, b¢
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said, ‘ having taken precaution that none but men
of intelligence should have their names enrolled,
we are careful that all packing of juries shall be
out of the question. Neither of the interested
parties can influence, either directly or indirectly,
the selection of those who have to try the cause.’

In those States which have a regal (or quasi-
regal) form of government, the Sovereign has, as
with us, the privilege of pardoning criminals ; but
with one exception; attempts on the life of the
sovereign himself cannot receive the royal pardonm,
except through the means of an address to the
throne from the whole legislative Body.

“It is, say they, ¢ very indelicate, at least, to let
the king be placed in so invidious a situation as
that of having to decide on the fate of one who has
assailed his life.’

« And now, said Sir Peter, ‘having given you
such preliminary information as you could not
obtain by merely attending our courts, I would
propose to you to defer any further inquiries
respecting our modes of trial. These you can best
judge of by actually witnessing them for your-
selves. Come with me to-morrow: I will take care
that you shall have a convenient seat. Observe
narrowly for yourselves, and, when the business of
the day is over, put any questions you please to

3
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me on amy point in which you perceive our
customs differ from yours, and I will explain to
you our reasons for such changes.’

The travellers thankfully availed themsclves of
this offer; and next morning, accordingly, they
accompanied Sir Peter to the court. Immediately
on his taking his seat, general silence was pro-
claimed, when the regular officer read from a paper
the character of the suit to be tried, the names of
the parties, and of the witnesses whom each party
had summoned to give evidence. The witnesscs
were then called forward, and placed under the
eare of an officer, whom they accompanied out of
court. Sir Peter whispered to the travellers, that
in no case did they permit one witness to hear the
testimony given by another.

The jury were then selected in the manner
already pointed out by Sir Peter Denson o the
previous evening. On their taking their seats the
trial immediately proceeded ; but, as the travellers
were surprised to observe, without any administra-
tion of oaths.® They remarked also, 25 each
witness was ealled, it was stated whether he was
Syndic or not. In case he was 2 Syndic, the
examination proceeded at once; but when a» itness
not a Syndie was called upon, the judge urged on
him, in a brief but solemn manner, 10 remembers

¢
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in giving his testimony, that his thoughts and
words were known to the Searcher of hearts.

As each witness concluded his evidence, the
judge asked the opinion of the triers as to whether
that witness had shewn a wish to prevaricate. In
one instance it happened that an affirmative
answer was returned, when the witness was im-
mediately given over to the custody of an attending
officer.

When the evidence had been all heard, and
commented on by counsel, the names of the twelve
triers were written on slips of paper, and four
names were drawn by lot. The four triers who
answered to these names were then separated from
the rest, and the judge required them to declare
their decision within half an hour. They were
then allowed to retire.

Before the termination of the allotted time they
returned into court, and declared that they were
agreed. In one, however, of the trials which
subsequently took place, it happened that, at the
end of the halfhour, they announced that the
votes were divided. TFour names of the remaining
triers were then selected by lot, as before; and the
judge informed them that he would expect their
decision in twenty minutes. '

At the expiration of the time they came forward,
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.m\' Wmmed a decision in favour of the
; M -Théy were then called upon to state
whether, in their opinion, any witness had given
testimony which he must have known to be false.
Tharmlied. none. The witness charged with
cation was then called forward, and allowed
to plead what he thought fit in his own defence.
He failed to clear himself; and thereupon, having
been very solemnly reprimanded by the judge, wis
m@d suspended for a twelvemonth from ex
? mmg any vote for a representntivc, or holding
i any civil employment during that time. :
The travellers remained in court, on this and
~ gome subsequent days, to Witness other trials, an
perceived that the same process was gone through,
with such variations in the results as might be
expected. They remarked, for instance, ﬂ“.ll HH'“
witness, who was a Syndic, was declared guilty ©
ﬁrevm'_ieation, and that he was instantly 1”““'.
nounced to be degraded from this office for evel ‘.
~ but it did not happen during threc days that Tlu
triers denounced any witness as having been cuilty
of deliberate falsehood.
n joining Sir Peter in the evening of the
*ﬂﬁavellers obgerved to him that they :
n very much pleased with the orderly arrine”
court, and the quict attention of the

Jast
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spectators. < We need scarcely,’ they observed,
‘make any remarks with respect to your not
requiring unanimity in your juries. The incon-
venience of this requisition has been fully acknow-
ledged amongst ourselves, though our practice has
been suffered to remain unchanged. We hope,
indeed, that our poet goes too far in saying that
« wretches hang, that jurymen may dine ! Still, a
suspicion even that this,—or, more probably,—the
converse, may be the ease, is very injurious to the
respect which ought to be entertained for legal
decisions. And we must admit, also, we have
heard of one juryman complaining that no verdict
was arrived at because he was associated with
eleven obstinate men who would not agree to his
opinion. We strongly suspect, therefore, that you
are justified in the change which you have made.
We would wish to know, however, whether it does
not sometimes happen that the discrepancy of
opinion, which we perceived to have occurred on
one occasion in the first section of your jury, may
not take place also in the second, and even in the
third. Amongst us, when a discrepancy of this
kind takes place, the only remedy we have dis-
covered is to throw as much punishment and
ridicule as we can upon the whole jury. We lock
them up for as long a time as their constitutions
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aetual loss of life; and when
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ut to the most stubborn.’
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%m from conviction, but from fear of
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10U in their \"Bl‘dlctq M any ﬂi your
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m is actually peturned, When 1o
. m in, the Pubhc are 2" are
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do deliver n verdict, 1t « annot
‘every case, that there wi even
mity. We think it better that
g left free, after having heard
rs, and consulted with them. to
o ultimate conviction.
the travellers said, ¢ that no
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decision is come to by the jury after the third
attempt, have you made any pwvllion to meet this
difficulty ?”

“In that case, said Sir Peter, « the gndgodneidu.
as we think he fairly might. Where the contest
is about property, we conceive it better that a
positive deeision should be arrived at, rather than
that the matter should be left doubtful. We give
then, however, a power of appeal to twelve judges,
who examine the evidence, and ultimately decide.
In a criminal trial we give an absolute power of
decision to the judge; leaving him however at
liberty, if he pleases, to pronounce a verdiet
merely of Not proved; in which case, this verdict
is recorded against the supposed eculprit, as
affecting his character in case of any subsequent
charge against him.'

“We strongly suspect,’ said the Knglish tra-
vellers, “ that you are right in this part of your \
practice ; but,” added they with a smile, ¢ you have
taken us by surprise in ome vespect; we did not
know you had adopted the opinion of the Quakers
we were describing to you,~—that oaths were for-
bidden by the Christian religion.’

‘We have adopted their practice, said Sir
Peter, * but not their prineiples. We do not con-
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The travellers said, ¢ We perceive you have a
substitute for oaths, as far as witnesses are con-
cerned, because you make the triers pronounce s
to whether any has been in their opinion guilty of
prevarication, while his testimonyis still fresh in
their recollections: and we also observed that,
when the whole trial is over, the triers are called
on to decide whether any witness has been in
their opinion -guilty of perjury. We suppose,
they observed, ¢ that you have a punishment when
an affirmative answer is returned ?’

«We make the punishment,’ said Sir Peter
Benson, ¢ proportioned to the effect which would
have been produced by his testimony, supposing
it to have been believed true. Tn all cases, O
course, he forfeits office and civil privileges, & a
person unworthy of their exercise; and, in somé
cases, he is fined heavily, or his property is made
to pass on to his heir, as if te himself were dead.
He may be sentenced, again; to imprisonment and
hard labour, or even to death, ghould his test
mony have endangered the life of another.’ ‘

«We think, said the travellers, ¢ that this P
certainly capable of securing truth fully as muck,
and even more than can be effected by an ﬂ'rl*hk’.
for many will shun falsehood, through fer ®
detection, who would not scruple to break an oatl:
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But,’ they said, ¢ the decision of your juries would
appear to us more to be relied on if that decision
was given under the sanction of an oath.’

< We doubt it,’ said Sir Peter Benson; and we
strongly suspect that you do not really differ from
us in opinion, though you do in practice; because
in the case of Quakers and others, who are
exempted from the legal mnecessity of taking an
oath, you are in the habit of relying fully as
much on their testimony as if they had taken an
oath. Now this does not happen, I believe, from
your thinking more highly of Quakers. than of
others, but from your conviction that oaths do not
supply any real security. To us, however, it
appears . that. oaths proceed altogether on an
erroncous principle. It looks as if you thought
that God would not attend to perjury, unless his
attention were specially called to the matter.
And this is to think as the savages do, who con-
ceive their gods are often asleep, or.on a journey, |
and that they notice nothing except so far as they
are solicited.’

¢ But would not your principle,’ said the English
travellers, ¢ equally militate against prayer of any
kind ; because God must know our wants, whether
we supplicate Him or not?’

“True, replied the other; ‘He knows our
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146 PUNISHMENT AWARDED

CHAPTER XL

Punishment awarded to Criminals.—Capital Punishments.—
Plea of Insa.nity.—Peniteut.in.ries.-—1.lou.ac,-.q (!f-('urln-u-
ﬁon;—Imj)rovement in Laws.—Periodical Publications.
__Rditors of Newspapers.—State of Literature.

HE travellers proceeded to ask some further

questions, which had been suggested to ‘tlu-m
by what they had observed in the course of the
trials they had witnessed. _
¢« We perceived,’ said they, ‘ that the punTh‘hlm‘m
most frequently awarded was that of von‘hnvm%'l\llY
in a penitentiary ; instead, however, of namib
the period of confinement, it Wis generally o
nounced that the terms of confin
be determined subsequently. We wish to
the reason of this procedure.’ 4
«We do not,’ replied Sir Peter, “in 1’11091 :m
regulate the confinement by time, but in =1l\“l‘l:)rm
way. We require that each man should pe! R,{.u_
& certain quantity of daily labour, a5 & 0010} i
sation—though, of course often n very mmm\ln:-m
Mr his maintenance ; and whatever he ¢

ement would

];110\\‘
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earn above this, is placed in a bank for him.
Each man is sentenced to earn a sum, regulated
according to his trade, state of health, and other
circumstances. When he has earned this sum,
he is set at liberty. We think this has a double
advantage : it encourages him to labour, because
he is made aware that his own industry will
affect the period of his confinement; and this has
a tendency to create in him a permanent habit of
industry. Again, the sum of money he has
earned being given to him when released, he
is not thrown on the world as a pauper, exposed
by his very destitution to fresh temptation, but
has the means of carrying on some species of
industry.

“We have also as a punishment secret branding
(usually on the back), performed in the way of
tattooing, as your sailors do. Every culprit is
examined as to whether he had been thus branded ;
in which case, the punishment for any subsequent
crime is always the more severe. At the same
time, as the brand is secret, the individual is not
exposed on that account to the scoffs of his neigh-
bours, which might make him regardless of
character, and produce a hardness of disposition,
These are our most ordinary punishments,

‘In case of murder, however, and some few

L3
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making the references to pages
ﬂ‘m; and these same arbitrary divisions
m accordingly retained in subsequent editions.
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of the old editions of the Bible in the learned
N | ages, or who may be reading, in old editions,
- some works of the carlier divines containing re:
 ferences to those divisions., For their own use,
: 'M consider their method a8 preferable to oS
' mmueh as their divisions are exactly equal:
m perfect.ly for the wuse intended,——ﬂmt of fo
' m of rqfarence,—-—and caxry on the face of thgn
Fﬂm indication that they &¢ dcsjlgﬂf‘d “’f
- ﬂhﬂ' use, and therefore cannot mislead the

into the notion of their having & connexion
W gense, and being the work of the S.M
W désigned by editors 88 i sml_ulnh‘-
ion of the matter.

"'ma'al-service varies in o

, Rituals of the geveral Churches:
that in the pl'nyt'rr«'

red

glight degre® in
put 0 oneé
used,

W all agree,— el
m digcourse delivered on the occasion 4

.. made to the Paﬂiculm -Eml.im'dum' tlt~‘

= rtainty of lite

ghortness and unce e
1o requisite pref

future state, and I

191

es allowed to be introduced. Any
or allusion to, a particular individual
[ panegyric or otherwise, on such an’.
uld be regarded as invidious and
Orous,
man,’ they said, ‘has departed this
f¥308 upon his condition in another
 pray that that condition may be
'd au p‘reaumptuous, and especially
L & christian congregation assembled
purpose.’
§ are never contiguous to their
religious worship, nor within
i or villages ; but at some little
ly within, or adjoining, some
- pleasure-ground.  They
ﬂht_sprious to the health of
towns, the site of which
of stratum upon stratum
matter, continually renewed

1
]

;‘#l ‘ w'hnt gave riijq .

- notion entertained by



,and the like; and that

y, derive from such things

fo and protectio‘n. We hold,
hoped our Iuropean brethren
hl‘h@ saIme conclusion,) that

of which a corpse is in any
 the 'pleugh or the spade, the
o swine, or the wolf;’ (50 they call
walmd wild dog ;) ° and that
sse is to be found in stone walls,

ds of e&ﬂ-h, not in any yeligious

danger, We conceive that the
ot from everything of that kind,
‘moment life departs grom it; and,

m&& nppliances then et
he practice of the savages, who

v of a friend in the best skin
lmd bury it surrnnn:l:-d
and. with all the implen

If trhese POQI' hl!ll”l(']]ﬁ.
this in al)sun_lit.y,f—-n

famishnd com-

ents

jgions

“ body with prov




194 PRIVATE MAUSOLEUMS.

(sometimes accompanied with decorative sctulpture)
placed on the house in which the person mn que.‘g-
tion was born, or lived, or died ; or on any pul.)hc
building, such as a college, or 1'1brar)'r, or ?he like,
which was in any way connected with his useful
labours. In all cases, any monument 80 pln\.ced a8
to meet the public eye, cannot be ere'cFed without
the permission of the proper A.'lltl%Ol‘ltlES ;(1 “ﬁmi-e
approval of the inscription, dec-m.-amons, and all the
particulars, is essentially requisite. o

«If a man chuses,’ said they, ¢ to erect within

Gy
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useful’ kind of record of departed worth, zmd‘1 “L-“ .
geveral degrees and kinds of :1t : tl.le 111;1‘ o
which record would be greatly u:npau*etl_. e
up and interlined, as it were, with 'the p :1;;{11-:11@'
_ of the private partiality, oT ostentation, or 805
 of individuals. _
w: Itisthe game,’ they said,

: :
¢ with titles of honot

o
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ations of office, borne by the living. If
‘a fancy to wear in private a dressing-
ated like a robe of State,—to have his
in his study made after the fashion of a
ne,—to make his own family in private
your lordship or your majesty, or to amuse
at his own home with any such folly, the
d not take cognizance of his harmless
; but if he were to do all this in public,
- not be allowed thus to go about to break
 distinctions of rank, dignity, and office,
ng what did not belong to him. Now,
that monumental honours, when dis-
o the Public, are a kind of public post-
nities ; over which, accordingly, the
a just right of control.

m i * *

hes are possessed of endowments
s)—generally, though not exclusively,
are held by Bodies of Trustees (va-
fituted), recognized as corporations :
and distribute the revenues, and, in

s, have the nomination to benefices;
is placed in their hands conjointly

' (somewhat answering to bishop),

eers, of ‘the Church.
the ¢ voluntary system,'—the
03
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maintenance of the minister by thfa voluntary
contributions of his congregation,——wt not only
unknown, but distinctly prohibited, . in all t.hu
Churches, by a regulation which forbids f;hc g
ister even to accept any kind of gratuity irgm
his flock, or to derive any profit from the letting
of seats, or any other such souree. b}
Dr. Campbell, 2 clergyman, s.md theologica
professor at one of their seminaries, from.L \{hm:l
amoﬁg others their information on these.sul )‘]IttLh‘n\
was derived, observed, that he was not sure 1( as w:
experiment never had been—and he 1101}'&.‘ ne :
would be—tried among them) whetye} anim%
* their States would even tolerate a religion ¥ ”]‘-C-
ministers were to be maintained by the core
tions as hired servants. 4k
g“" A pastor,’ said he, appointed by th-c-fp:oji;hu
which is bad enough,—or removable by ?tl.tlll.y m(-
—which is still much worsez-—-or sulfioz)ftm ‘%
gifts of the people,—which 18 far :.nzllc;: 3 1;}-,1]’—\@ -
everything to encounter that can te . i
what he should not be; and that cffn d‘_ f
to suspicion of this, even if undesmviﬁ; £
can lower his character, and 16556(?1 . N0
influence, if he is such as 1'1e olil)o 1
plan,’ he added, ¢ could possibly ‘e i
calculated for debasing and corrupting

A
devised mote

th tbe
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and the people, and for perverting religion,
rning it into a source of evil, instead of good,
- The people would be taught to seek for,
ir pastor (I should rather say, their servant)
to supply, (instead of honest and profitable
ion, and seasonable admonitions,) flattery to
prejudices,—indulgence to their vices,—en-
ment to their superstitions,—assistance and
in political schemes and party machinations,
o theatrical excitement to itching ears,—
ering delusions, as opiates to the soul,
of wholesome truth.’

ts being remarked, in reply, that many
 in England contend for the benefit of
minister’s income depend, in some degree
on his own exertions, and are accustomed

ce instances of the inefficiency of some
mues are secure and independent, Dr.
replied, that it is true such instances do

oceur, and are much to be deplored.
all,’ added he, © we ought to remember
it is for a minister to be useless, useless
hing such a minister can be. A clergy-
ble of being stimulated to exertion
s of interest, and is careless and
ﬂwt is wanting, had much better be
n gain does rouse such a man to
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exertion, he will most likely exert himself as a
demagogue or a mountebank. A man whom neither
conscientious motives, nor desire for the respect
and esteem of good' men, can rouse to efficiency in
doing good, is very likely to become an active doer
of evil, if he have any dormant energies and talents
that can be roused at all.’

On inquiring whether the governments, accord-
ingly, insist on paying all ministers of religion
who are not otherwise provided for, the travellers
were informed that Government never pays any.
Occasionally, indeed, grants of statelands are
made to various public institutions, and to reli
gious ones among the rest ; but this is always bya
distinet act of each legislature in reference to the
circumstances of each case that is brought before
them. DBut any persons who can raise amouﬁ
themselves, and from their well-wishers, funds
towards building and endowing chapels, a?‘f-., 91‘“’
who prefer forming themselves 1nto 2 distinct 1€
ligious community, never find
difficulty in obtaining a charter of incorpor® has
for Suéh trustees as they appoint. And lt. 1
often happened that, by accessions of dmfmt:::u‘-.
or bequests from time to time, and 2lso © \]ncai
bers, some, both scclesiastical and also acaden

any considerablé
tion

*

,i@i;ations, have,' from small beginnings, grown

considerable importance.

;_I‘he voluntary system, said Dr. Campbell,
hich we condemn, is not voluntary gifts towards
common fund for an endowment in perpetuity,
. voluntary payments from time to time to a
cular minister for his yearly or weekly main.
nce by his people,—by those, I was going to
who are placed under him; but, it should
be, under whom he is placed.’

* e * R #*

is & custom, it seems, for those admitted on
cademical or ecclesiastical foundation as par-
s of the endowment, to contribute themselves
s the fund, by paying a certain admission-
it may be called, on entrance. In the
part of the institutions whose endowments
icient for their objects, this is little more
. nominal payment,—a sort of ceremonial
gment, trifling in amount: but in less
‘endowed societies it is something consider-
those whose common funds are still
it is more; and in some,—chiefly such
‘their infancy,—a man has to pay, on
: ed a fellow, an associate, a pastor, or
i ‘may be, of one of these colleges, or
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] ﬁm‘ehn, &e., a sum equal to, or even exceeding,
what his maintenance derived from the society will
Pl’owm according to the principles of an-
nmty«aﬁae caleulations. In such a case, the ad-
vantages sought by the man or woman who is a
candidate for admission (for there are several
female institutions of this kind) are the pleasure
and honour of being admitted into a society,
perhaps in high repute for the intelligence,
worth, knowledge, and agreeableness of its mem-
bers,—(the same objects that make it in England
often a matter of earnest competition to be elected
into a particular club,)—the convenicnces, sOme:
times, of a common library, museum, table, &c.;
80 that a person who may have paid more than he
or she will actually cost the society, may yet hive
made a very good bargain in the purchase of 8
comfortable and respectable maintenance; ﬂfldﬁ
lastly, the advantage of the purchase of 2 kllnd
of annuity; paying down a certain sum, and being
gecured, as far as a decent subsistence, against‘ﬂ“
- chances, by insuring a maintenance during ll'{"’
,rdm'mg gingle-life, according to the regulations
of each society.
 The fellowships, &c. of colleges are, for tl
d during celibacy only ; and some of the™
s or no provision for any put those ¢

e most
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CHAPTER XIV.
Letter of Paul Wilkins.

WE ghall close these extracts with a lefter,
which we have had permission to publish,
from one of the exploring party, Paul Wilkins,
the sailor formerly mentioned, written, after his

reader will perceive from this letter that a part
only of the travellers had returned ; two nl'. them
having determined to prolong their stay the
newly-discovered colony, in order to gmn & fuller
acquaintance with its singular customs and
tutions.

The letter is printed exactly from the :
Iuript, beeause, if any alterations had hoen made
~—even though extending only fo the s
orthography,—or any omissions ¢

al matters, the reader might hav
ubt what degreo of liberty might I
with the original. And errors in -
in gpelling, such as mauy be expe i
aposition of a person of ordinary ©

insti-
mant-
tyle and
o heen Jeft

have been
Jan

return to Sidney, to his parents in Kngland. Our,

yven of the most

‘
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. humble life, ean excite no disgust or

and must disarm eriticism, when oe-
a familiar letter designed for the perusal
domestic circle, by one who never
aspiring to come before the Public as
Taking into account the station and
of the writer, there is nothing, we
 will be thought to do discredit to his

¢ Sydney, Novr, 28rd, 1835,
.
& Morner

nd peralous Expedition into the
am happy to say we suckseded &
it Wonderfull country I ever
I sho'd never have done if

every thing, but as their is
pen to give you some

be gin my Head is so
[ gee. The two Lieut.
my shewing you one of
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they are as ever trod a plank, they and Mr. Sib-
thorp of the Colony and M. Jones, they ingag'd
me as a tendant to exploar in the Interier on a
new plan of their own.
Navigable rivers has been found by coasting
Expeditions, the only chance was to try in land,
and if they met with any considerable Stream to
follow it till it come either to the Sea or a great
Lake which some thought there is a great in land
Sea in the Interier. So says they coot kicoot they
wou'd find wether their is one or no. So off we
sat & took with us the frame work of a Canoe flat
bottomed by reason of the Shallows were we Was
to Embark. And when we come to the Lake
which it is a kind of swamp like, more weeds than
Water, we put our canoe to gether & coverd i.t with
Bark of Trees & got in our Stores. Their was
no room for much Provisions but we trusted to
our Guns & Fishing tackle, all the Party mw{
pretty good shots, & your Humble Servant no 1'1-.11%
Hand tho' I say it at striking Fish or Hook ¢
s | ere like

¢ Tt was hard work for some days, We ¥ (-‘lfl‘r W
: a dab chick seufling and flutering along among ¢ “‘
‘ P nﬂmmd Mud, & then we got into clearer \\'1'1f'£:l.
:ﬁmde Sail ata good rate, & then into? R“\:
‘which we thought this will bring us t 1

They said as no great
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we got into more Lakes & swamps, and
I a gain & so on, & then we had to
and track the Canoe with Ropes to steddy
along the rapids, & once we was forced
it overland to avoid the Falls, And some
2 never thought but what we sho'd be lost
d in the Wilds, all the country round
but Rocks & Sands. But we all kep up a
rt, no want of Pluck among the Gent
can't say we wanted for Vittles only
out Bread mostly, thanks to the Fish &

. never have done if I was to tell you
after better than a Month, were do you
e to at last, why to a Colony of White
ad been hid like in the Wilds best part
idred years & never seen no Christian
at time only them selves. Its true I
; its compewted theirs nearer 4 milian
number of Soles in the Country.
we was to see em & hear em hail
* their of English Dissent mostly
of Duch & German & Swiss.
' English too they speak, but we
e wile, their lingo isnt worse
if they wonderd to see
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us we was wondring how they come their. And it
seems they came out in former times when their

bles in Europe to make a settlement

:::aﬁrzti:n;lm and Quiet, And their Vessels

was driven on the coast, & and they got a shore &

landed all their stores safe, & then went up &

‘ getled in the Interier, being they found the coast

' unhealthy. Its a fine Country they have got to

now, as big I am thinking as Great Briton &

Ireland put to gether, for they arnt mo ways

st for room, but make a new Seﬂmnm}t were

they likes. They treated us very kindly in deed

& seamed glad to see us as if we had bom.ll

Brethren like, as they say'd. And very Bo°C

Towns and good Living their is among tlhvm‘, tl;x:

they arnt quite so high civilised as Enghsh Pep :

as stands to Reason being they have livd so long
out of the World like.

«And some queer ways they have 2
to be sure, quite differeft from ours. '
a bit of Bacca to be hmf for love nor monc}\. o
Grog neither, as for Rom or Whisky or lhtn 1\;}

they dont know what it means. I usd to te t .
Md stare if they was to come nm:m; utl‘\,
jen up every were, Dealer in Tea Cofice ¢

mong them
Theirs not

nor

ut nothing of the kind.

. i 1 « T, jquors, for
& Snuff, and dealer in Spirtuos Liquc .
’ But how ever
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ve good ale that I must say & Wine &
, plenty, and very hospy table peple, but
ven to liquor, I never see a drunken Man
me, & they say its like the Savages to get
- And theirs truth in that I can testify, for
Black felows will drink as long as they can
B the Colony and longer two if they, can
iquor. They say wo'dnt you reckon it a
ss fortune if you was to go out of your
to be put in a mad House, and if a

‘good farmers I must siy & good
you tell Mr. Evans, & my respects
he is well & all his family, I haven't
farming I learnt under him tho’ I
I wish he cou'd see the fine cows
Tness ‘in the low grounds, and a

¢t his flesh like the Cannibles
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._‘ doos. Theirs o quoer peple for you. But they
goos out hunting tho Wild Oattle and wild Hog,
theyve plsnty of them, & thoy dont object by no
monng to @ bit of wild porl or boef.

« A nother funcy of theivs ig thoy never will Tinve
Joints of meat servd up nor any thing dono hole,
not n plg or o foul or a fish if its ever so :an.l'l, bt
all done in (}hOpB or Hash or the like of t.|-m1..
And they snid wo must bo lile the HII.VII:{I‘H‘ o Im.l
on hole carcassos & Limbs of Annimals, g l'.:r.;(lm h
Woolves does. Thaey calls a Dingo n woolf, thats
the Newholland wild dog.

« Wao wont out with them soveral times, Hunbing
& shooting, They have guns only not xo good J;
ours, but they shoot with Bows and m.mw n
Iidﬂl, & wondorful guod ghots somo ol :znll ll
Sometimes when we went oul wo hiad only o oo
on at thom shooting, beeauso they wouldnt |||n‘\“r1-
no ﬂﬂﬁg for fonr of sum"mg Wiy tho H‘n.nnx“ h-“'t
sometimoes we had a grand Battoo & then i
gung and our Gentmen ghot as woll mJ.. Lh.“ bos | :
them, Mr, Jonos made a presont of l:m .|=.-.f .\
baril Glun to one Gentman of tho llmln:“} {

| he was, for thoir workme
;vu;tilﬁol::::glaril. And I 5lmwd.l.iwll-i n thing
or 100 about the build & rigging of thoi
o  that thoy wasnt up to. And vory ¢

wnt full
:]l il

¢ fghing

PAUL WILKING, 209

and handsome they was I must say, for they gave
mo g much in their money & other things as
comes to better than 50£ besides gevernl curosition
4 sort of Keop sake like, T got new rigged from
top to toe all in cloaths of their fashion hat &
all & a comical hat you'd think if you was fo
seo it
‘ Mr. Jones ho wnid at first all the peple looked
like musheroms they have hats as big as o small
table, but that is to keep off the sun which it is
very glearing in new Holland, ;
T'hen it was so strange to hear all about Kings
’ 0 Bennates & Parliments & Piers & Lord muyers,
Just like being in a new World like, The thing is
they have eloven States somothing like the States
of America, only some i kingdoms & some is
cks & what not. I hardly knew whenther I
n sleep or a wake, it senm'd a kind of dream

”M

L

ipowant Ot Wil

n I went several times to parties of ploa-
omething in the Nature of our Wakes they
them Rebels, & T o tended my Mastors to
~upon them at some of the Rebels of the Gen-
d high & low their was plenty of mirth at
the first time I went with the Gentmen
ght their was to be a Ball or the like of that
s tho gontlefolks have in England, & sure
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anuff their was Gentmen, & Lords and Laq}"s a
1o at Bowls or something like, & some .ﬁhout-
1'ﬂa}rmtg a target, & some at other games in the
?ﬁu:e of tenis and trap ball, all as fond oth;l;i
sport as boys & girls, & they all gmwyhn.u;.) P
d no mistake. And the best of it 7‘13 they
i;lil:lizrriansing is only fit for c¢hildren and Savages.
It’s as true as [ am sitting here. .
¢Tts a fine country as I told you 01_. 1‘,- :wwd
corn & for gardens & orcheards to, & \\‘Ell biL\‘ i;,um
shew for fruit, only they havent got all t 15, ﬂm-,
onies, being I suppose y
And they are
alld thats leting

a8 are in our col ;
wasnt known in former Times.
great Hands at Iragation as 1ts ¢
i
the Water over the land same as 01?1 ‘\‘ .
11 dam up a stream were 1 e
st o . Qo let it off by
down from the high Ground, & E
Canalls, & smaller Canalls out of those a.ls ; ,\“
s i ; ther dam, @ =
ere will be a no ;
then lower down thi . - :
the River keeps wasting 2 Wij .
some never gets to the Sea a tall. ;' o
belief they are one cause why no boc {\ I] g
i S for they 59
any large river falling into the sea,‘ |
thems g in former ;
elves, some that wa o
sized B'we;s flowing to'rds the coast Lulcrch i
to nothing. There is 2 great many La \‘ful A
sight of fine Fish in them, its wonder

ater Mea-

see
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how some of them will shoot fish in the shalows
with Bow an arow. I never see the like, but for
striking them with a spear I was up to that as well
as them, & hook & line two.

“And they always serves up fish for second
coarse, when theirs any meat for dinner or foul as
their generly is, fresh or salt pork beaf ducks &
Geese plenty, then up comes fish after meat, &
soupe last of all, & only think chese the first thing
of all to begin dinner. They say its a wonder

how any Body can degest chese after a Meal & to
be sure there is a saying that chese dejest all
things but it self. But its all contrary to our ways
as many things is hear, perhaps youll think it
stands to reason were the north wind is hot &
the south cold & Christmas come in summer & the
shortest day falls in June, tho’ the folks dont walk
with their heads down & heals up in the air
neither, as the old nurses used to tell us.

“ Well I cant tell you all nor half, but I must
tell you of one great curiosity we all went to see,
near the town of Bath called Mount perril, its a
good high mountain & they say was in times past
& Burning mountain, & there is great caverns in
the side, & out of some of them their ishues a
noxuous vaper like what Ive heard talk of in coal
Pits wich they calls it chokdamp. We wenta long
'. P 3
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with the worshipfull Christopher Adamson one of
the Sennaters as they call im of the State of Bath,
& stood a top of a cliff over one t‘hey calld the
Gobbling cave, & let down in an iron G.reat .
little heap of dry chips & brush wood all a light &
blazing, & wen it got: imnto the caves !mouth Ou.i
it went as black as night jest as if yowd sousd it
into the Sea, only there was 1o Hiss, and they

- gaid if dny body was to go close to the mouth at

some times he'd drop'down sufficated by the. vaper.
And in times.past they said it wasa fassmrf for
Grentmen-. & I:aﬂie-s two, if _ they ha(li a Quarril toﬁ
challeiage,' one a nother to go their, _by wa}; ot
fighting a Dual, ‘they ealld it an Or Dual & they

i behovd to go to gather past the ‘Gebbling cave &

take their chance which of ’gni sho'd be Sufficated,
& som.etimes-both. I said I thou't 'Tt bettm'_ tlm:
that or pistols either, to go and box 1t,0ut fu‘n ::Ute
then shake hands, & be freinds, tho' to be % :
¢hat wouldnt do for the Ladys. But ].mtmlu
theres no Or Duals nor no kind of Duals M.:ry
their now a days. Their all to gather aI\:u:
- peicable well behaved set of peple as mer m;, 0;‘
D And their & well looking peple to, tho SO

1n

them has a lick of the Tar brush, as the_*yi s:}l}}*(md
the West Indies, that is a mixture of ]%l:lc; .
in them, but they ar'nt no ways asham’d ot 1&
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they say their not savages at any rate, & all men
are children of Adam.
. -‘-%Lﬁi-flamust_conclude tho’ T havnt tolld you
half what I see, So .Mr. Sibthorp he was for
staying a bit longer if he could but let all our
~ freinds know we were safe, for they wo'd be sure
~ to give us up for lost. So it was setteld for Mr.
g ﬁlhﬂwx'pe to.stay & Lieut Robt Smith, to stay
hﬁ!ﬁnﬁ& the rest of us to return, and a long with
~ us young Squire Adamson a son of the old
sennator. And there was several more taikd of
coming to visit Sidney & paraps England to, along
with Mr. Sibthorp. Well it was about six weeks
Il we'd been thear, getting toards the latter
- of Oectr -wen iﬁre. set off to return and the
ad sent a party on befour, with two Canoes
visions to wait for us some way on, & we
over land on horse back by a short cut that
nters knew of. And that saved us a good
And when we imbarked we knew the rout &
deal of time that we had lost in coming.
en again we was forced to land in some
s were the water was to shalow, or dried up
we was thear be fore. And some hard work
to get a long over the rocks and weeds. So
great fatigue it was passed the middle of
before we ariv'd, which we did all well thank
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God, & glad our friends was to sce us, for they
i Lost.

glteinltls :f: i:;w as their's a Vessel to Szﬁl Day
after To morrow Morning I send this m l?aste
hoping it will find you well & my .Lové to smlaltc;
Jenkyns and her Husband, hope is doing M{), ],n.
the boys who I supose they are grown out T P i
knowlege, And love to sister Nancy hope j::h{-
good girl & must be a help to you 4 .you get old.
So no more at present from your dutifull

« Son dear Father and Mother .
: « Paul Wilkins.

«P. 8. I send Nancy a work bag I brought \\11:1111
me, made and embroided by a soutlhlland \jvt(ju ;h;
she'd never gess what its made of, for} 1 :WI.}S
poutch under a Pellicans Throat, what 10f xﬂmh-
fish in. I send you also some ;peacesl '01(, ;'01‘\_
Money what they Give me, it is notu )1]1131 g

erticuler curious only for the shape, wich la 4 mic,
fmve is the Same that is not Round peaces
ourn is but Oval, wich the

role away and be Lost if you drop 2

think it is Better.’

say it is not liabel to
4 Peace, & 0 |
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‘THE LAND OF CONTRARIETIES.
e

‘ There is a land in distant seas
Full of all contrarieties.
There beasts have mallards’ bills and legs,
Have spurs like cocks, like hens lay eggs.
There quadrupeds go on two feet,
And yet few quadrupeds so fleet :
And birds, although they cannot fly,
In swiftness with the greyhound vie.
With equal wonder you may see
' The foxes fly from tree to tree ;
And what they value most—so wary—
These foxes in their pockets carry.
There parrots walk upon the ground,
And grass upon the trees is found.
On other trees another wonder,
Leaves without upper side or under.
There apple-trees no fruit produce,
But from their trunks pour cid’rous Jjuice.
The pears you'll scarce with hatchet cut ;
Stones are outside the cherries put ; }
Swans are not white, but black as soot.
There the voracious ewe-sheep crams
Her paunch with flesh of tender lambs,
There neither herb, nor root, nor fruit
Will any christian palate suit,
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Unless in desp'rate need you'd fill ye

With root of fern and stalk of lily.

Tustead of bread, and beef, and broth,

Men feast on many a roasted moth,

And find their most delicious food

In grubs picked out of rotten wood.

There birds construct them ghady bowers,
Deck'd with bright feathers, shells, and flowers ;
To these the cocks and hens resort,

Run to and fro, and gaily sport.

Others a hot-bed join to make,

To hatch the eggs which they forsake.

There missiles to far distance sent

Come whizzing back with force unspent.
There courting swains their passion prove

By knocking down the girls they love.

There every servant gets his place

By character of foul disgrace.

There vice is virtue, virtue vice,

And all that’s vile is voted nice.

The sun, when you to face him turn ye,

From right to left performs his journey. :
The North winds scorch ; but when the breeze 18
Pull from the South, why then it freezes.

Now of what place can guch strange tulcﬁ:

Bo told with truth, but New South Walos 9"

THE LEND.
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Being a Selection from the Contributions of A. K. H. I. to
Fraser's Magazine, Second Edition. 8vo. s,

Friends in Counecil.

Second Series. The Second Edition. 2 vols, 14s.
The First Series. New Edition. 2 vols. s

Miscellanies.

By the Rev. Caarres Kinesrey. The Second Edition.
2 vols, 18s.

Revolutions in English History.

By Rosert Vavemaw, D.D. :
The First Volume, ‘Revolutions of Race.’ B8vo. 13s.

History of the Literature of Ancient Greece
By Professor K. O. MiirLER.

Translated by the Right Hon. Sir. G. Corxgwarr LEws "‘.‘I"l
J. W. Doxarpsos, D.D,, Classical Examiner in Lond. U

* 8 vols. Bvo. 86s. The new portion separately, 2 vols. 20

Of the Plurality of Worlds.

An Essay. Fifth Edition, 6s.

Published by Jokn W. Parker and Son.
The Good News of God.

Sermons by the Rev. Cuaries Kmvasiey. Third Edition. 6s,

Sermons Preached in Westminster Abbey.

By Ricuarp Crexevix Trexch, D.D., Dean of Westminster.
Octavo. 10s. 6d.

A Select Glossary of English Words used
formerly in Senses different from

their Present.

By the DEAN or WESTMINSTER.
The Second Edition. Revised and Improved. 4s.

History of Normandy and of England.

By Sir Frawcis Parcmave, Deputy Keeper of the Records,
Octavo, Volumes I. and IL. 21s. each.

History of England.
By James AxTHONY FROUDE.

The Fifth and Sixth Volumes, containing the Reigns of Edward
the Sixth and Mary. 28s.

Volumes I. to IV, Second Edition, completing the Reign of
- Henry the Eighth., 54s.

History of England during the Reign of
George the Third.

By Wirrianm Massey, M.P. Volumes I., IL, and IIL., 125, each.

The Spanish Conquest in America,

AND ITS RELATION TO THE HISTORY OF SLAVERY AND TO THE
GOVERNMENT OF COLONIES.
By Artaur Herps. Vols. L. and IIL., 28s.; Vol. I1L., 16s. Octavo.

The Kingdom and People of Siam.

With a Narrative of the Mission to that Country in 1855.
By Sir Joux Bowrixe. F.R.S. Two Vols., with Tlustrations, 32s.



 New Books and New Editions.

‘On the Classification and Greographical
- Distribution of the Mammalia.

‘On the Gorilla’ and ‘On the Extinction and
Transmutation of Species.’

By Ricmarp Owen, F.R.S. 8vo. 5s.

Arundines Cami.
: Edited hy the Rev. HExry Drury, M.A,
. Fifth and Cheaper Edition. 7s, 6d.

Companions of My Solitude.
Fifth Edition. 3s. 6d.

Essays Written in Intervals of Business.

Seventh Edition. 2s. 6d.

BY WILLIAM WHEWELL, D.D., F.R.S.
Master of Trinity College, Cambridge.

‘History of the Inductive Sciences.
The Third Edition, with Additions. 3 vols. 24s.

Novum Organon Renovatum.

- Being the Second Part of a Third Edition of The Philosoply
~ of the Inductive Sciences. With large Additions. 7.

History of Scientific Ideas.

t  First Part of a Third Edition of T/e .P'Tf'?:}”"‘i’fjw
2 I e Sciences. 2 vols., with large Additions. 2
Xin 1 g3tay i

‘On the Philosophy of Discovery.
lird and Concluding Part of a Third E‘h['ll"m 4
sophy of the Inductive Sciences. 1 vol, U5
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