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LECIURE BY MISS BOSE SCOTT... -
. A lecturs on % Why Women Need w Vote ” wan
elivered by Miss Ross Scottinf the \School of Arts
i1, Pitt-street, lant night.: Mrs., B. Palwmer (presi-
ent) presided. . There was @ lerge nudience, the

ajerity of those presont being Iadies, - "o <o
< ‘Miss Scott, who' was recsived with “applauss, said
first thing to_consider was wlhat was » vote,and
wbat did it signify. ‘Briefly it meant rapresentation,
aving the power to yoice ©Or represent thoir wishes
n the choics of men who ‘ware slected ‘to mest to-
gother and -arrauge /all .thoss ‘State affairs which
artistly affected women: . Representation was of far,
ore importance than the vote.itself, becaunse even lfi
man was ill'and sould not legislate he still ye-|
mained one of the repressntad class, if that class was:
fenfranchised, . The word ** franohiss ! meant liberty, |
Zreedom, so that this'question was actually ons ‘of.
reeclom, - To be ~unenfranchised, therefors, was to
%o unfres. . A free pation was a nation ia -which the
sople governed themralyes, as opposed to 8 nation in
which the people-were povernsd by others,” Xn Now’
uth Wales men swere free but women were not, for
hey “were whaully goyerned by_ ‘men, and by’ sub-
itting to be unfrés avomen allowed mea to regulate
‘and arrangs al) thoss Jaws which rslated to children.
v was doubtful "whetber many women had any con-
leption ns to iwhat thoss Iawa were, or geles they.
{wrould for the saks of the'world’s children work for
{ their own enfranchisement. .. Evil laws undoubtedly
{existed, snd “every day - there “were poor *voiceless
women aud little children who suffered ynder them,
nd euffered ‘terridly. - There was no dneln the
iworld whose - name’;shona -forth ' ay’ m . ‘mocia]:
former, who did not believe in the enfrunchise-
ent of women, for they all cansidered that it wgl‘ut‘
he bedrock of all xeform.  Why should they wodder |
t the Jow toue thet ao otten plevailed with regard to
ublic affairs '‘when “wumel werétrained to bsheve:
hat thers . were ; xo ' Tights-or privileges tqrvthamz?{
‘How could polition] -uffairs become lofty and noble,
y ‘ate greed and private monopoly infresdom |
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of thé Iaws affacting cfimipal women and
'he'-repressntation of & vote wasnot only a

ipower, 1uterest, and pdycation, butit was
"of protection. -/ Who . needed this protection
most, the .strong man ‘ot the 'wedk woman P! %‘hey
only jlto"flmoo it siatistica :to .ees’ that¥bere
thousands and “tb

e an i .of women jo New
Bouth Wales alone who were compelled to sara therr
iving. Would not these .women welcoms protection
from ' oppressive masters ?;'girh‘were'w‘wa es aD
iserable “that they could bardly keep hody and soul
fogether, aod . yet their employers were men, well.
othed, and o} -adhamed to ask theill-puid, half-
tarved . gitls “ 16 “work gvertime witboul extra pay.:
'he great reastn therefore fgr which 'women ' aenred
o franchise was that they  might ‘ameliorate the|
sondition of thess workers, ‘that they might protect
e home'and change the -conditions 'of ' life *so-that
very mother, might .be .sble ‘to stay at homg and
t:ake 5t ‘most 4ruly her aphers-of work aud :rest.’
iAny extension of - the “franchise to women had, too,.
H followed by greater Jogal protectich of .fhe en-’
ranchised olass. It meant legal protection for . ‘poor
women and childres, -ihe appountment of ‘more
omen inspsotors fo help wnd - protect - women
'workets, ths payment {0 ‘womep of the same wagesas
‘men for the ssme” work—{applauss)—~the appolot-
anent . ol polics matrons, the better {reatment of
iwomen in - gaols -asd -hospitals, registry offices, &e.
&t meant that they would have -w_voice in the State
ucationsl Act, and it would allow aomen to have
usl ownership  eorith their hosbands over their
hildren. How different was the law-in New Sou}h
'Wales at present in regard to. tbe control.of chil-
Mren. The franchire .gave power todo justice toa
flering - world, and it grasted fo women would
ynake the aluggish wnd m.“d'dg atream of politiex,
Tpapecially in regard to Jaws affscting wonfen, fow
ifreely for the good of all. . She therefors appealed to
Khose present to- ‘work fof thé consummation of the
Mranchiss to women.' 0 n oL T
 Mrs, James Cowan, -of Western Australia, maden
‘fow remarks, after which B vote of thanks to Miss
Seott. “provosed by Miss Goldiog, and seconded by

(To the Editor of the LRADER.)
S1r,— I have bafore we five parts of

paper against Womanhood Suffrage. I
wish I had had the whole of it, but
perhaps you will allow me to say a few
words upon the five parts which were
kindly sent to me from Balmain. The
lordly manner in which your contri-
- butor takes as proved, all that he asserts,
is ‘both

sad and amusing. Having

i

another, fancying that bis little vessel
. hag crushed for ever the waves over
: which he sails. He tells us that the
Athenian women rose up en masse against
a law made by Athenian men, and had
the law annulled ! Tf then, as he allows,
the Athenian women had the sense-to
see that a law was injurious, and had
the strength of mind to battle against it,
can there be any reason why Australian
women should not do the same? May
we not be as good judges of the laws
which affect women at the present time !
The Athenian men in those old days
seem to have had a considerable amount

allowed the women to protest, and gave
in to the law being altered. In our
present system of civilization, a protest
ior petition from women a quarter of a
mile long, signed by 200,000 women, is
rejected as valueless by men. because
women JAave no voles, What would the
Athenjan women have done in this case !
Your contributor asserts that women
are unfitted, as far as present education
- goes, to carry out the duties attendant
on' her enfranchisement, and asserts
that only the rich amongst women have
“time and money at their disposal for
lthe pursuit of education.” This argu-
‘mgnt applies equally to men, and there-
:fope” the natural inference drawn by
our contributor is that the vote should
;only be given to men of riches and edu-
cation. At the Publicschools an excel-
{lent education is equally available to
both boys and girls, who need no riches!
to take advantage of it. I have also
very good authority for saying that the
girls take even more advantage than the
boys of the opportunities offered them
in this way. How many male electors
¢ pursue political study” and yet have a
vote! Wowen will not. need political
study to vote for a good honest man. If
men thought more of the morals andless
of the political party of the men they
send into Parliament, it would be better
for our country. Women suffragists do
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companion and help” to man, for they
desire rather that she should be his
companion and helpmest in all things.
Dozens of women can never be wives or
mothers, because there are more women
than men in the world, and no woman
should consent to be a wife for the mere
- reason.of being one. She is first of all &
" HUMAN BEING, and as that has a right to
choose her own sphere just as much asa
‘man has aright to choose his. "Would
men like women to chooserZhery sphere
-for them, or say, “ you men must not
be soldiers or sailors, &c.,"because then
: you cannot properly attend to your God-
" given duties as husbands and fathers.”
" Men and women have duties to them-
selves which are above and beyond those
sarthly relationships of father, mother,

“psband or wife. Let me tell your con-
l witevbmarn that tha hotiny hancatooanor and

the article that has appeared in your

disposed of one aspect of the questiom
to his own satisfaction, he sails on to

of common sense, seeing that they |

not wish woman to leave off being *“a |

|

fing and immorality. The famjl-]
t be kept free from the germs ¢
Aid, though the poor mother scru
puse and wash her children twice
It is the gutter in the street ths
be _cleansed. We women hav
this out now, and we hav
gy and life” to spare for this alsc
ick Harrison is not infallible, na
men who undertakes to teac
h where her duty lies. She is
géer Judge of that than he can eve
hen Peter excited himself ove
ty of John Christ said, * What i
o thee, follow thou Me.”"—Your:
: RS.
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