edited by Mark Bohnert, distributed by AK Press.

Comprised mostly of interviews done in 1998 and ‘99 with radicals from
Chicago and Springfield, IL; St. Louis and Columbia, MO; Detroit,
Bl.c>01nihg'to11, rural and urban Tennessee, and one undisclosed location; there
are also a couple interviews with national and international activists Peter
Schumann of Bread and Puppet Theater and Food Not Bombs co-founder
Keith McHenry, and an excerpt from ex-Black Panther Lorenzo Kom'boa
Ervin’s Anarchism and the Black Revolution.



Projects range from making art, media, cooperative living, workers’ collectives
and running an Infoshop. This is an amazing snapshot of late '9os heartland
radicalism in an area way too many people consider flyover country. Bohnert
also obviously made a point of including the voices of women, people of color
and queers in a non-tokenizing fashion. A couple of historical pieces show
how these movements were grounded in longstanding traditions.

and&’«;# \/\ﬁsérory,, no bl@@,s., 0@

g I first read about Pa851onate and Dangerousg while corresponding & '
with the Anarchist HlsLory Nerd Brigade (AHNB) 1n early 2015, I

' was working with them on a second edition of my 'zine, The Autono-

mous zone Infoshops The A-Zone & a Decade of Anarchy in Chicago

RS @fens and “the A-Zone was very prominant in Bohnert's publica-—

tion.

I visited AK Press's warehouse at the time in Oakland, and asked
them for a review copy. The first couple paragraphs of this 'zine
were the result, and appeared in the Spring 2015 issue of Slingsho#
Theugh I was hella stoked on the A-Zone related interviews in
Passionate and Dangerous, I was satisfied with my 'zine review anf
a Suggested Readings list new to the second edition of the A-

Zone 'zine which included Bohnert's work.

The Slingshot Collective, which I was a member of at the time,
gave me a micro-grant for a small print run of the new A-Zone
'zine, just in time for the North American Anarchist Studies
Network (NAASN) Conference which met in San Francisco in 2015.
Five of us from Slingshot appeared on a panel on Anarchist
Media and the Continued Relevance of Print. The second day of
NAASN the horrible news came: AK PRESS's warehouse had burned
down and two people had died.




. Here I've gathered together three interviews with four other

. . ex-A-Zoners from Pasgionate and Dangerous, two of whom contri-

"~ buted to my 'zine. While reading about AK Press's fund rassing
efforts, I saw this picture of fire damage with a stack of copies

' of Passionate and Dangerous right on top. This is a small con-
tribution® towards the preservation of radical history, and the e,
importance of creating hard copies of media to not only distribut&%
but also so people can hopefully continue to learn from this work
with as little dependance on the Internet as possible.




“autonomouns in that eachi

A’c The Autorxomous Zone

Camille thinks deeply about her ideas
on social change and anarchism, She s
involved in many groups including the
Azone, Chimera (womens self-defense
group), Women's Spirit Drunimers, and
Heartheat performing ensemble,

Mark: What do you do at the Azone?

Camille: I'm involved with the fres skool,

offering classes by people

“ ANarchiSIn ueve o sothe best way to bild s

mmrchism offers. T just never really .
checked it ont. When T was In my tw&mma

~and heard about ;tnarchmm. Tmade fhe

fronious assumption ‘that most of Socisty

makes about what it is¢ chaos. I've always

known [ did not like capitalism and
classism and all the problems that go
along with them, But 1 had not done any
extensive reading to understand the

who want to share their
skills with other people, I
cootdinate that. There are
no fees. We don't pay the
teachers, I am a collective
member, apd so I go to gll
the Azone meetings.
Mark: What kined of
classes do you offer?
Camille: Bverything.
Bike repair. We've had
wood carving, Darrell
does a video presentation,
"The History of R & B;
the 60's up to the 80%.”
How anarchism is
fnvolved with environ-
mental {gsues, We've had
ACT-UP classes. And
belly-dancing~that's what
I'do. We've also had
maessage, a women's
drawing class, and book-
binding. Just whoever
wants 1o contribute is
welcome to do it It's

person who sets up a
class dogs it however they
want. They advertise, but
we do have a calendar. We have classes
from October to December. We take o
winter break because it gets really cold
tiere and people don't like coming out,
Then we start up again around March. We
have a Spanish revolutionary war study
group that has been on-going for thc last
Year,

Mark: Why did you got involved wzth the
Azone?

Camtille: P've al ways been drawn to whm

Free Skool: skill shar

gmv up ;
though these | «
Communist or Ma eve I
had a Tot of sexism and > TR
groups, So T was alway

- books on topics that..
you don’t see in the
hzmst huummmz You

'id‘ﬁaf;, buy a boak and
become involved.
| Mark: You're heading
|t this divection: what
s the role of an
Anfoshop lu a revolys
Honary sogl
movement?

connections between capitalism and
classism, racism and sexism, Capitalism

- fosters all these negative idend that divide

people up, preventing us from-making the
world angrehist. Anarchism is as close as
I’ ve ever come o being involved with 4

group that reflects my political tendencies

- overthe years.

I the 60% ] was involved inmany
groups, Usually the: Marxists and

“gan come and get information to leam

+ Camille: Two-fold:
informational asu SE
clearinghouse and a place where people . § !

more about anarchism. And have open
discussions with people on anything. A
place where you will have events going -
on. A comfortable open aumosphers whem
you can come in, sit down and read, and-
ask questions. | also see it as being a plage




hat contributes Lo the community and is aware of the isstiés m’xd
comnumny it happenb m he i m* a pluce {hm ﬂm c,ommmmy

/ 'arlc. ‘A mee(ing Space or simd:a' toa inion’ i
nille: Along thase lin% An open place whcm greupr: ean

'fum:lmtandmg tliat wa are anmchxsg W inr:h means ﬂm L we me
antj- authommrim. We believe in consensus decisjon-making. As
“for groups that dre ihvolved inelectoral polities, it would not be a
‘plage for them bedause we doii’t believe in electoral politics. But
‘ h&y wauld mm Lhm, szes, 111@3* Ve mx} d ma}w wmu we are all

- Mark: Have you worked with any tenanis’ or renters® groups?
‘(Z’amilif:;; Thave not, But there are some in the Autonomous Zone

haye in the past.

‘Mark: Would that be a good upproach?
Camiller & (enants’ group has had their meetings there in the pm, '

That is one way to go about it. But I don’ ¢ personally have the
arganizing skills that others have, But T am able to talk to and
relate 1o people, So if someone with good organizing skills were
to g0 to.a renter's group, then Twould be a good complement to

that person. That partially has to-do with time and energy-i really

don™ have It $a Thave to pick and choose what 1 do. I raise a
daughter and she’s 25 now. So she’s on her own. I'm in my late
40’ and am trying to have a halanee between what I do for
myself and what T do for others. If T were 20 years younger and
not married, T probably would have jumped right in.

Mark: 'm 29 and have few responstbilities, I work at a coope
grative bakery and have a lot of free time.

Camille: We are all contributing, You are contributing by
working in a di fforent way at a gooperative bakery. I'm relating
to pedple by assaclating myself with the

The Azone is infwmaticmal as
a clearinghouse and a place
where people can come and
get information to learn more

| about anamhigm.

Azone and talking to people. Bverybody

contributes in some way to the society we

want {o live in.

Muark: What are some of the fuiure plans
~and goals of the Azone?

nﬁsﬂ

W m&n 8 pmwsmon gm : ,
i aé thm bas made them aware-

éoup o of thmg& with {he .ﬁ' ane

t’iﬂg mzamhmﬂ tor Hm btzzek mm:mmffy?
1 Ha, Bill and Darrell have gong ta gammza matio smtmm maz

black people.
'up or: 16&1:31 gmup mm Lr fed to come
| ries (o tatke aver
¢ mean. hka:}g il thefr own agenda and !cmd people iﬁ
ection? -,
i Peaple who think they know all the answers, With this
: hxsﬁ:wy there 4s-a certain distrust. As anarchists, we certainly
don & bx,have in doing;u}al because we don’t belleve we have the
ve. if approaching groups, Jistening to what
18y -problems are-not being a leader bulrather a
g‘ ide. CHiving informatioh when it is needed. There are people
that develop their own philosophies so it is not a matter of us
ing into their con thinking we know everything and -
glving them the angwers: s a-differsnt approach, Hopefully
with different resul ts It takes ; ﬁf time and effort and Mmkx ng.
foi I =

!mk ‘Ihey hﬂvc cmm; s

.- will be talking about what we want out of
the Azomz, It may b@ changing. We would like it strictly to be a
elearinghouse, People can use the computers, get information.

* We would have some books and have a library, but downplay the

bookstore aspeet, There are so few of us and we are doing s0
many tlaing%«i 5 & matter of energy. Some of us are in our laig

40’ and 6 0's: Qilmr«; are in thelr early 30%s. Some are 18, [9-and

20. 8o it's a maiter of pulling together ail those energy levels.
Youoertainly have a different ehergy level at 21 than youdo at
47. Any viable group needs that disparity. Different
gensrations. You need:-same that are extremely energetic and full
of idess and people who have been around a little longer so you
don’t have to reinvent the wheel, To bring some perspective and
history and temper some things, 1t’s a matter of pulling wgether
aur himan resources and planmng our future, But at any given

Himewe so have few people who are really active.

‘We are-also talking about buying a building with apartments.
We:could have the bodkstare and a eultural arts space. I eould do c
my dance and drumming, Have a Kitchen,

* Mark;: Perhaps it would be more sustainable, if the renters pay

Sfor some of the expenses. _
‘Camille; We've had to move from place to place and pay mgh
rent beeause the conimunity the Azone is in is gentrifying. Tt will
be difficull to find a place we can afford; with so few peaple
involved, We get grants from Crosstoads, a local funder, but 1
don't kivow how much Tonger we will be getting those grants,
You bave to have committed people, And people in their twenties
like o travel, which is fine. On the other hand it is hard to have a
project without a core grotip of people who are committed and

“stay i town, The other challenge is money, If you can get some,

you have to make sure (hose who put in more, do not have oo

‘muchintluence,

We need to Build a c&:nmnmmttya Some. people have children, We
hivgong: pwmn in hw 60's. We have to look after each other.

Camille: We are going to have a retreat, We



What is going to happen to me and my hugband in the next 1010
20 years, Thiy sceiety throws away its older peaple. il
Mark: 'm 29 and already starting to think about thar.
Camille: It gets very difficult to survive and afford insurance. .
With a cooperative project, we learn how to care for each other. -
We look out for each other, '
Mark: Going in u different direction, de you feel that the black
community would be more open to anarchism than leftism?
Camille: I think anarchism {s the way to go. The best way lo
build a sense of empowerment for black people, The problem
with spreading anarchism is certainly cultiral, The movement i
perceived as white. Part of the problein §s that the church is very:
strong in the black community, We have to Isarn how to work
around that. There are some anarchists over the yoars who were
religious, but.., ' .
Mark: The Catholic Workersp
Camille: Yeah, But most anarchists don't belisve in God: It's
like the state. 1Us very hierarchical. That is a barrier to break
through for the black community because that has been the
salvation for the black community: Because you're constantly
hitting your head against a brick wall sveryday when you're.ont
in saciety. A the bullshit and racism everydiy., So the church
has been a sanctuary, SR
Mark: & way for people to come togethar, - ' -
Camille: Right. 1t's very hard 1o brea hrougly that, You have to
work around it by talking to groups, seein what their goals are, -
and presenting a different way of doing things, Consensus-based -
as opposed to voting, : L ‘ (ot
~ This whole thing about embracing léaders; I"ve certainly
respected Martin Luther King, Malcolm X, Anarehism questions
that whole mentality of Teaders, some swho know more than
‘other people do. Anarchism seeks torgapower people~they are
s0 used to being told what to do for decades and centuries.
Anarchism tries to present this idea that "you can do this”
without someone telling you how. Onee they do this and they
feel
offers the best way. The clectoral systeim will v
rigged game. The other leftist philosophies still believe in the
state. They are too narrow in their thinking, Particularly the ,
RCP, here, which is homophiobic, The RCP-organized miarch
against police brutality allowed several people to speak who
were cleatly homephobic which is unageeplable, '

IUs a matter of outreach, Dispelling the myths of what
anarchism is and what anarchists are. We should really move
when an opportunity presents itself, whother a march or rally or
some issue where we look at it the saie way as the march
organizers, Like some school issug or some company closing -
where we can find something common to fight so that we can
influence how things are done. This is very igrd to do, Bill
worked with a group on the south side. The leader was very
charismatic-similar to Fred Hampton orMalealm X, He was
very authoritarian, N
Mark: What kind of group was {7
Camille: They had rehabbed a house on the south side that was
like a “war zone.” The leader of the group was flawed. All of us
are flawed, He had a very good class analysis but he beat his
girlfriend, You find this dichotomy, Bill aud | were part of g
multi-ethnie support team for-this group for u while, but things
gotbad, He ran itin & military style, As anarchists, we did our

 best but it didn’t take, Tt was 7
- tadearning ex grience. .
e Mark: How do yoe make the - )

- faster. Outreach~going to

. grogs analysis that nee

empowered, you've accomplished something, Anarchism
will never work It'sa

andl

donnections between
respecting women, fighting
racism and atlacking
capitalism?

Camille: Tt takes a lot of
work, A ot of talking, Really
sittingdown with people ope-
on-one and taking them '
through the process. Some.
imes. youhave an issue you
are working around, and the
realization comes & little

“others meetings. People may
make the connection between
racism and the government or
sexism...but they feel if they e T T
fight the Individual “-ism” everything will be ok. Capitalism yses
all of that to divide people up 1o keep people fighting among .~
therselves. It's the nature of capialism. Tt

;;\1,

Ragism, sexism and homophab

see where the

are, More and more people at g that, although
getting more conservativé and patriotic. More people of ¢
seeing the connections and seeing that we are baslcally all
same boat, - mws T Lo o
The Autoromous Zone, mailing address: 1573 N, Milwaukeg - :
#420, Chicago, 1L 60622, ph#t773-252-6019; azone@wiwa, eon
Storefront locarion: 2042 W..Chicago ’ “
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PART TWO

_On Black Queer Anarchist Activism

truggl

s a L

Mark: You’re involyed with the A-Zons,

Darrells - Yeab, I've been involved with the -

AsZone sinee the beginning,

Mark; Really? Wow, What has been your

interestin it?

Parrells Well, it was an anarchist run
space. To e it was a way-of staying

plugged-in:to what was the best of the

anarchist scene In Chicago. 1've been an

anarchist for a long time, That was my

BE  initial interest. Then 1 gave a lecture on the

-politics of Rhythm and Blues for the

Autanomf:m Zong as A part of their
Thinking Paction weekly informational

serfes. As Ume progressed I became more
and more inyolved,

Mark: What do you think has been the

purpose of the A-Zone sinee it staried?

Darrell: Well, that's been open for disous-

ston-ever since it started, 1think the

purpose was Lo organize an info-shop, a
bookstore for.the people, and a library, and

o gomimunity for people to meet and

orgganize. politieatly,

LeAnne: How did the Azone p;mple
ariginally come tagwh er?
g Damﬂ Well mainly pwple caing wha.

were active in 1991 against the Gulf War,
Ttused-to be ¢alled Baklava Collective, -

They used to erganize anarchist eoffee
~houses at othier people’s homes, They

decided to organize o space (o take part in
what-was going on in other citles~-the

- anarchist infoshop niovement,

"There were also people ftom the pank

* scene, There was-a confliet with people .

whio were more into the music scene, but
not necessarily the political scene, And the
other way around, 'The A-Zone hay gone
through different smgas in Ity five yeur
existence,

Muark: Do you maa}z out ima the commip-
nity a lor? Do you co=sponsor evenls or
bulld coalitlons?

Darrell: Yeah, the group does. I think we
could do a lot better with outreach to the
community in the immediate area, espe-
cially with minorities and people with less
to gain from the system. Chicago is very

-segregated: so it makes it difficult. People

in the A-zone and, it general, tend to stay
within thelr own scene.

We just eidorsed the National Day of
Action for Women, Pmviavolved with-that

’*l cl(m Tvwant o be pwm!w’d asa Hbeml "

along with the Coalition for Positive

Sexuality (CPS). With CPS, we handed outa™ - 51

booklet (Just Say Yest) about safe sex, birth

control information for teens. It’s pro- quaer ,
“and pro-feminist,
© The.A~Zone Is golng to mpzmrt the D

Agtion Against Police Britality on
- 22.-But we are-not gomg to endorse it

because it is organized by the RCP. (Rmzolu'

tionary Communist Party)yand they're'vety -~ L

heterosexist, We've had to struggle fo geta -

queer representative to speak, The RCP

doesn’t want that (o happen,~

Mark: So you're involved with CPS?

What have you specg‘imlly done with Hmz :

group?

Darrell: Well the;(ioahuon for Positive

Sexuality, who are mostly women, hand the

informational pamphlet; Just Say Yesd, oyt -

{0 teenagers as they enwr high school bctmm. _

fivst period,

Mark: Does that get you in.trouble?

Darrell: Yes. With parents and administra-

tors, We usually get kicked out, But wedo

got some support from parents, We're told to

move farther from the school or they call the

cops.

LeAnneg: Can’t lzzwe sexuzzf:‘ty, can wal :

Darrell: That group came fogether out of the

AIDS movement and the Reproduetive: « = &

Rights Movement, ACT UP (which 1 w'x&

part af), Queer Nation, and Emmg;emx .

Clinie Defense Coglition, .~ 4




Nt More Nice Girls and so.on.
" Mark: Have you done other gay

. lﬁaml Yes I have over the past 20
years, Last night T went to an action
against gay bashing, I was with some
members of the Anti<Ragist Action in 8
maruh There’s been-a lot of abuse of gay

" men'in the last few weeks. There was a
small torn out, Twould say sixty, seventy

. people- There's not much of 2 movement
these days. In the last three years T

. 7. organized a contingent of queers of

[ African deseent to march in African

“Liberation Day Parade on the West Side

that's mg,ani?ecl by the Black United

Tf“mm* whichis sort of a kbg-ml nationalist

6 1) iaanner, Tba A~
i Qoﬂ which way a

: dgdr& { wantus:
Zong was there I
gmd thing

g to qu w black xzmvism 7
“Darrell: Well, it seems 1'm the only
: ‘Afm an~-American gay anarchist activist
.. in Chigago, so I'm alone. 1ts really hard,
~ Ikind of stick out like a gore thumb, I do
it in writing and speaking. What I'm
“fighting for is a free sacigty in which
people can make real choices mgmﬁms
ofeconoinic situation or ﬁemal orienta:
tion,
Mark: We taficwl in ﬁimﬁsa last night
about the queer scene in Chicago. He
says as an anarchist he tries to get
- people to ‘out’ themselves and fo address
- who has the power and how they use i,
Do you higve any comments on thai?
- Darell: Well, I guess as far as the A-
- Zoneis concerned; I seem to be involved
~ more In the phlitical gay scene. | guess
- Chuistian is more involved in the culturat
1 and social service aspects. 1 have a
- problem with the way the A-Zone
* marched n. Lbc, Gay Pride parade. 1
A owarted aim aaz mrnchxst pt esence
- People were 4
- people were afy
afarchist comm
Lednne: Soyou wm;ted them to be a
little miore outspoken?”
Darrell; T wanted them w be alot more
1 (aug 18), 1 wanted them to be
politicat, Por ax*xmpim the.last
one lipd a contingenitata
focus was something about

Py

-parade didn't really got
seemed 1o serve more of a social function=

: Did iuiemd up getting to hoid ,

fast-food, 1twas so silly, it didn’t have
much-relevance, The people walching ¢ the
:'The parade

apolitigal.
Mark: So you wanted to have banners
that said “Abolish Capital, We're
Queer?
T)armli Or “Abolish Queer Asstmilation”,
The Gay and Lesbian movement has been
co-opted into consumerism by the
professional white middle class gay men
and 1o some extent middle class white
lesbiang, They wrecked the original post-
Stonewall movement, The same thing is
happening right now with the AIDS
movement. Thouglh there are still ACT-UP
groups in other eities, ACT-UP went under
in Chicugo in 1995, People thought AIDS
should be a single issue while gay male
fight, The AIDS issue should nof be
gonnected with racism or sexism or
clagsigm. Ei«xpmial y naw that AIDS is

| Ttry to push for mmrchi{sm

and %umr liberation as op- -
posed to gay and lesbian rights

|which are about assinuilation~to

be a part of the systemn, To
look like our oppressors,

hitiing mors folks of color, Notto mention
that onge Clinton got eleeted, they thought
that Democrats would save us, I wanted:a
gontingent in the Gay Pride paradethat
said "We're againgt Assimilation” from
the A-Zone, We're against gays being
police officers or in the military, Marriage
is assimilation.
Mark: Why don't you tell us more about
the talk you're giving tomight?
Darrell: Wall, 'm going to'be giving a
talk about the-state of the ATDS move-
ment, I was a founding mémber of ACT
UP Chicago and what T want to talk about
is how ACT UP Chicago started, which
was actually out of an organization ealled
DAGMARR (Dykes and Gay Men
Against Racism and Rmumion} and what
led 1o the downfall of the AIDS move-
ment, I'd say 1990 was about the peak of
the mayement, ’
Muark: Thesplithetwean people who
wanted to usé direct action aud tolk
about-capitalist repression versus-people
who just wanted to talk abowt AIDS?
Darrell: Mainly they wanted to-talk shout
AIDS uy 4 white gay malo disease, 0 to
speak. Mo race, dconamie, or gender
issues. They just wanied 1o go to the bars,
Tt eyolved iato more of a soeial scene that

didn’t want to lobby. Then there were the
activists-who saw the links between

issues, So the split kind of peaked when

ACT UP didn’t want to patticipate in the
protests against the Persian Gulf War,
Queer Nation participated in these
Protests.

Mark: So what do you think is your main
Jocus as an-anarchist ?

Darrell; Idon't think I have one focus, |
guess T want to liberate people and ereate
g Better 1ife Tor all of us. I've been
involved in queer and gconomic issues.
“The issue for me is smashing the enthty of
the police depariment and military,
Mark: What kind of African-Americin
organizations have you worked with?
Dareell: In the past I've worked with
African American Women in Defense of
Ourselves. The problem is that Chicago,
and nationally, the organizations of color
are primarily Democratic Party mmmm
tHons,

T've been inyolved in the Coalition for
Adolescent Risk Redugtion, Tthink itwas
an experiment injtiated by the Center for- .
Disease Control-this coalition of social
service organizations across the U5, ['s
mostly a black and latino environment, I
try to push for anarchism and queer-
liberation as opposed to gay and leshian
rights which is aboul assimilation-to be a
part of the system, To look like our -
oppressors, Fighting for legislation waga
mistake in the 60°s African-American

- movement, which got legislation but was

far from liberation, Things have gone
backsvards since then. '
Mark: Do you think you've had sopme
success? Are there two “sore thumbs” in
Chicago instead of just one?

Darrell: IU's a struggle to be a quesy
African-American anarchist.

Muark: You must have sonte influence
when you tell people, *“U'm an anarchist”
Darrell: T don’t want to be perceivedas a
liberal,

Lednne: You mentioned that the civil
rights movement went backwards,...

- Darrell: It concentrated on the Civil Right -

Act and the Voling Rights Act. It contin-
ued with poor people march, it congens
trated on being a part of the capitalist
entity. The difference between the black
gommunity in the 60's and now is that
they don't see much hope. In the 60's
there was a radical movement but il that
gat smashed or got co-opted by Jesse
Jackson or athers, BB :

Coalition for Positive Sexuality, 1712 Y. Emm!
way #191; Chivago, IL 60613 773-604. 1654
eps@positive.org hHp: v pasitive. orgiops
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t Jomes Mumn: Why. did you get tnvolved
thelp start) in-an Infoshop? Where dogs

it fitinto your strategy for revolution?
Bill: T was involved in all of the four

- Azone spaces, but got fully involved jn

the third space, I was in-8DS and Weath--

_erwan for a short time - thoss groups
- werg-based-on 4 lot of theory dnd talk, [

didn’tsee many institutions being built,
althaugh alotof action of an Hlegal nature

- took plage. T didn't have the experiences
" of having & free space back then. I sawthe

infoshop movement as somethirg tan-

: ~ gible, very different from oihér anarchists o
Chinon - partof a revolufi

o that simply put put fliers and -
cussions. I was very exgited about
a of having a space where people
6 logether and have comumunity. -
wanted to have g physicil space

rehist idens-a small place where
ould have solidarity with each

hat solidarity feels mors real
ofthe physical space. The Azone
aftempt fo set up the community that
ould like to see in Jatger ssai@ty e
{grarchical relationships, apprecia-
he individuals. inwvolved and a real

: By wc»rk ng r:alimiwiy Weare
nenting with rusning our lives

3 callaatimy Our gxperience proves that

- you don’t need bbisses to organize socioty.
- Qur work here is a small example of what
. fm he: ciane, without hilerarchical ﬁaiamm .

naadn and Mpiratmz;&.{

_fhased on values o
JcoorERATGH; rusponsTllliey,
squatty, snd SOLIDARITY,..

: ,anarc:hmm, i

st for p@aple, szgwaa bea - solidarity witt ing ,
%erg,m&, ma&iiim c.la% awpm &Q 3 dm :
- conselous perspective, Juat beauss you

for r@vo}u:mn :
institutions ba
shelter, Info, ot
same of thmra

bunmng pulture mg ther
activity, When you have a space ¢ mt cnn
offer that sense, It can-bring people
together - just look al churches, Infoshmps
offer & community ba% for-people, This
doesn’t mean you don’tbuild for revolu-
thon:in other ways, Infoshups are just one

nary strategy. There
mugt also be o eyond the
infoshop, community. organizinig, hca!:h
collectives, dliernative schools, ete,

: - Infoshops are stmply the sasiest to got off
people could come to dnd get familiar.
~need special gxportise, Just got 4 space,

the ground, in large part becduse you don’t

got somé books, and bave a willingness to
talk and be with people. Those-are the fivst

“steps in the vight direction.

Tony: Infoshaps are Important asa

primary: way. of educhting people gboul

Q blg 281 1hmg ahm anar-
o id v

Qlwl

wers born intothe middle closs doesn't

“mean you can'treject the middle classe-

reject the value system and betome
conseious of the natare of oppression.
This brings an awareness-of the rooy

~causes of suffering, We're here ta show
‘that you can do thiings without using an

oppressive higrarchical structures {o get

things done, Together with infoshops and

other alterative institutions, there has to
be an emphasis on oppositional polities, -
Bill: An infoshop is a space in which
people can relate 1o each other in a way
that they can’t afnywhere glse: This has an
impact on people’s sveryday lives (family,
work, gtc.), through relating to sach other
in a consensus way. At the Azone we work
in gammon-on issues and problems, This

space allaws people to address lssuas that -

xssuas 50 ihai those | mues do not bﬁ( ome a
stumbling block to class action and the
ability of peoplé 1o run sociely in a pon-
hierarchical manner,

Bill: Infoshops exist to create social
revolution. The key is in the nature of our
soeial relationships—how we relate to each
other, how we relate in groups, how we -

© mest our material needs, ete, All main-

stremm institutions are hiecarchical,
infoshops move beyond them by offering
aplage to get information, practice new

soeial relationships, and then carry the

experience to anti-authoritarian relation-
ships beyond the space. How do you build
consensus? How s the debate framed?
How do you changes the environment in
order 1o change the relationships? Consen-
$us progess can be used as an organizing

‘ool that alters peaples' way of behaving-
Frem-authoritarian (o anti-authoritarian,

James: How has your Infoshop evolved
sinee it began? How is it run? How has

all that changed over time?

Bill: On a biological level, we havea
smaller toilet:than ever before.

- Tony: I've been Involved at the Azone for

two years, We have made a real attempt to
maks this new space [the Azone’s fourth)
avery niceplace 1o be, We're trying to be

accessible to a broader range of people.

People have, and rightfully so, biases -

- pgainst peeling paint and dirt, messy,
filthy, sloppy~apparently disorganized-
“spices, So we're fiow experimenting with”

being aesthetically accessible, There are
eurrently ten people in-the Azong cc:llw :
tive, all volunteer,

Bill: There are historic problems with
anarehism heing deliberately misunder-
stood and mistepresented as unstructured,
so-spontanecous that peaple do whatever



. they want whenever they want, Mackno § mam central md
organizational structure leads (o greater organizational dlqclplm
We can build a culture in the anarchist movement (hat has ‘
strueture, consensus and responsibility, Consensus process

empowers people because of the equal responsibility to give and.

take, When people understand that they have a responsibility to
themselves and other people it creates a value structure that
builds self-discipline. Such diseipline does not have to come
from people who are seen as leaders, Discipline is something we
share with each other~recognizing that answers ean come from
the people who are quiet or sfow. This is the third way.

James: Who is your memborship?

Tony: We currently have a fairly decent level or dwarsnyl
unusudl in the anarchist or punk movements. There are 2 African-
Amerleans, | Latino, 2 Polish immigrants, and 2 peaple over 55,
The average age at our last meeting was 40, ranging from 18 to
63, There are queer and bisexual people,

“this from working at Metropolitan Tenants Organmmxon»—dealmg
*with a broad range of people: folks on public assistance, food

to be appealing and open to pc;()p ¢ who may eat meat, make

ing-reform, ’I’lwy sy 1thg=
12 ) : .practicai approach
l‘ug wnh; uyd&y pwblem&, In‘order for infoshaps
this role people need to got a lot more serious, T understand

stamps; people with subsidized housing, ete, I work with very
diverse group of people, diverse racially and economically, As
anarchisty we need to relate to ordinary folks. Many people see -

anarchism as a great ides, but unfortunately it's seen as asoetal 1~

olub. Anarchists fee] alienated and also allenate people, We. ava

sexist commients, act or think in other Qppmsstve« ways,
Bill: The Black Panther’s breakfast program s the classle

example of radical social service, Volunteer projects should be- L

built so that others can run with them, T come from a graesr‘oota‘
organizing, labor organizing perspective, I

although we do need more women involved,
Bill: The women that have stayed involved are
strong, articulate, aggressive women,

Tony: I felt there was a greater sgalitarian -
element s few months ago, but that dwindled
away recently. I have come to realize that
shifting leadership is okay. I would like to see
amore participatory group,- '
Bill: We need to find & way to do away with .
informal hierarchy. The Azonge hashad a core
of Imdershlp since the very beginning.*
Mainstream soclety conditions us to emwpt 1.
rélationships that refnforces hierarchy, In arder

to equatize power, people need opportunitiés to
pattieipate fully in groups. The Azone uses 4
consensus process, but what does that mean in
terms of 1aking a role in a meeting? The goal

of consensus is everybody facilitating the -
meeting together.

James: Who are your constituents?

Tony: The Azone started off closely tied to
anarcho-punk culture, but now that slement
isn'l as strong. Lately though we've been

first got involved as a youth outreach worker -
inthe projects with the YMCA, The way fo "2
|-make anarchism a practical thing is to bring it -
. 1o where peoplé are af, You have to show ¢ -
" peoplethat anarchism is about food, shelter
and clothing, We have to show people that our-
1 process is g differ ent way | than L!l@y are used. -
ot ‘
Tony: Peaple are lsolated out therm somﬁ
- read Maximum Rock ‘n Roll on a regula
-basis, some may feel part of'a community
| makes sense to them, We can find those
poople and they can find us. We dre de&ﬂmwly ’
looking for more people to get involved. I -
 thiik that our experience mirrors that of others
across the country. We want'the Azong &
'm open and Inclusive place. :
Bill: People that are anarchists or fnelin
anarcmsm need to be bullding ananarehist
movemant. Reoently, I have seen 4 number of <
anarchist-minded people working in solidari
with stete-orfented people, But those anar-
chists are not invalved in the decision- making

tabling at Los Crudos shows, so we've aetually
been getting back into it a bit, Many of our
eurrent collective members wouldn't go-10 a punk show. We have
a broader representation of society than ever before, Our con-
stituents are people who know people in the Azone, We get some
random people in to the space, and a lotof travelers. Many
people know about the Azons because of its connection to the
broader inl‘oshop mavernent, There is sl a strong counter-
cultural youth element, We need to have more folks coming in. In
order for more people to be a part of tha Azone, it needs o relate
to their agenda.

Bill: We now have a greater ability for-people to call themse;lves
anarchists instead of anti-authoritarians or autonomists, We are
reaching out to the whole city-not just the neighborhood,

In terms of relating to the people in the neighborbood; we.are
still doing It through other groups-like the Wesi Town Tenants
Union. Vic has been talking about setting up a drop in time for
tenants’ rights counseling, This might be a conerate way for
WTTU to use the Azone, It is negessary to fi ght for day to.day
reform-as long as you have your eyes on the prize of revolution,
When you think you have everything good and don't needa
revolution-then there's a problem. For example, the Spanish

- claimed 1o be, not pmv;ded what they want, and so they’ re-fed

" James: What i5 the ideal mle for an Infoslm;; in the revalw
Honary moyement?

process like: i%my would-be as part of an
harghist progess, Qutside of the consensig =
ary ke room for griticism, Peoplﬁ find
tlwmselvm Iwayx oit the outside Tookin

Tony: 1 belave in the theery that{n a world of mppressmn you -
find the most oppressed and work with them, .
BIIl: T believe in the theory you have to start with yourown 5«
Qppmmon i you get involved with people who do not share. -
similar oppressions, then there is not a real relationship ;dkmg
plage,

Tony: Maybe we’ve let people down, come short of what W -

up with this particula p]acax-«thay go somewhere else,
Bill: This says something about us, and it also says «omathmg
about them, In the end it’s nothing but Hberalism, When you. f‘ind
other people who share your oppression and you work-op-it
together=then you e about real revolution. Otherwise it's not 4
renl relationship,

continwed on page 52
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ontimed from page 54 :
Elfo)x,wv:‘il‘hejid«ml/nje for infashops is that of a ,s:pa,rk:plug of sorts.
Int‘o;:hops; are a place 1o practice new roles and social relation- A
ships, a place for information, a place 'ka&' you f'ee:;»l sane, less
Jsolated and alennted. The Azone can build self-confidence
through experience, pethaps even encouraging peuplc to start up
lhmruwnwo&mﬂcmﬂxﬁwaibumkcanuﬂsmmpmawewqyl
nﬁﬁalﬂ’graatcrxnznahcr(ﬂ‘puoplutaking‘on grénterrespunalbxhty‘
“I'his maeans spreading out responsibilities ~'-paop;le\ cun stay sane,
feel involved and panicipate. Bveryone shou}c& lwl that their role
iﬁhmmnmﬂdmmUywnmnnmmmeKsmdmghkedwth%a
mMMWMmMmmmammmm@vmmwMMMMwamm
saﬁmusapm@achLopuMkﬁw.IuunkthMjnanyngwapﬁopm
would be interested in anarchism and the'Azone-if they knew
about j1, R .
ImeWwmememmQNMMJQWJMmmwmmwm%”
with “Camille™ inierview. ‘,i

v

A SPECIAL THANKS TO:

Neither East Nor West NYC (NENW-NYC) was g group
that formed in the 1980s to form relationships of solidarity
with comrades in the East. They organized, published, and
otherwise raised awareness of repression in the East, With
a focus on political prisoners, in many ways, NENW-NYC
functioned as a de facto anarchist black cross,

We're excited to share this history by Bob McGlynn as part
of our larger project of uncovering recent anarchist history.

The Anarchist History Nerd Brigade, AK

| Press, the Long Haul Infoshop and Slingshot Collectives, Media
- Island and the Timberland Regional Library where I finally got
+ this together for the 2015 24 Housmw'Zine Thing.

NEITHER EAST
NOR WEST NYC

a De Facto Anarchist Black Cross
History, 1980-1994
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To c.s/xcc,[Y out
these & ather

titles, @{@éx,(e 400,

anarchist history nerd brigade
http:/anarchisthistory.noblogs.org

The Political
Pre-History of
Love & Rage:

Anarchist struggle in the 1980s and 1990s

In this second edition of “The A-Zione and A Decade of Anarchy in Chicago,”
editor Alexc Iwasa and other contributors share reflections on The Antonomons
Zone (or “A-Zone’), an infoshap that excisted in Chicago in the 19905 and early
2000s.

In" many ways, the A-Zone was typical of the experiments in connier-
institutions and infoshops undertaken by anarchists in the 19905 and as such the
wrilings within cover an important aspect of recent anarchist bistory. It gives an
interesting snapshot of the infoshops of the 19905 and the related anarchist milion,
Beyond the A-Zone, the zine talks about the Iove ¢ Rage anarchist federation,
the anarchist networking project (Dis)Connections and the related Network of
Anarchist Collectives, the Chicago-based projects Baklava Collective and Wind
Chill Factor. Also covered are Food Not Bombs, Anarchist Black Cross, and

i Anti-Racist Action,

The A-Zone & A
Decade of Anarchy
in Chicago

2nd Edition




