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Providing new evidence of Rus-
sian interference in the 2016 elec-
tion, Facebook disclosed on
Wednesday that it had identified
more than $100,000 worth of divi-
sive ads on hot-button issues pur-
chased by a shadowy Russian
company linked to the Kremlin.

Most of the 3,000 ads did not re-
fer to particular candidates but in-
stead focused on divisive social is-
sues such as race, gay rights, gun
control and immigration, accord-
ing to a post on Facebook by Alex
Stamos, the company’s chief secu-
rity officer. The ads, which ran be-
tween June 2015 and May 2017,
were linked to some 470 fake ac-
counts and pages the company
said it had shut down.

Facebook officials said the fake
accounts were created by a Rus-

sian company called the Internet
Research Agency, which is known
for using “troll” accounts to post
on social media and comment on
news websites.

The disclosure adds to the evi-
dence of the broad scope of the
Russian influence campaign,
which American intelligence
agencies concluded was designed
to damage Hillary Clinton and
boost Donald J. Trump during the
election. Multiple investigations
of the Russian meddling, and the
possibility that the Trump cam-
paign somehow colluded with
Russia, have cast a shadow over
the first eight months of Mr.
Trump’s presidency.

Facebook staff members on
Wednesday briefed the Senate 
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The longtime owners of Starrett
City, the sprawling Brooklyn
housing complex overlooking Ja-
maica Bay, are selling the devel-
opment for more than $850 mil-
lion, and among those who stand
to benefit is President Trump, a
partial owner.

Starrett City is the largest feder-
ally subsidized housing develop-

ment in the country, and the sale
will require the approval of the
federal Department of Housing
and Urban Development and
state housing officials, raising po-
tential conflicts of interest for Mr.
Trump and his family. Mr. Trump
owns a 4 percent stake in the com-
plex, according to his federal fi-
nancial disclosure forms; other
members of the Trump family also
own stakes in the partnership.

The buyer is a joint venture of

the Brooksville Company, a re-
cently formed residential real es-
tate firm, and Rockpoint Group, a
private equity firm that invests in
real estate. The pending deal,
which is expected to close early
next year, was announced to ten-
ants, employees and elected offi-
cials on Wednesday.

Representatives Hakeem Jef-
fries, whose district includes Star-
rett City, and Elijah E. Cummings,
a member of the House Commit-

tee on Oversight and Government
Reform, highlighted the potential
conflict of interest in July when
rumors circulated in New York
that Starrett City would be re-
financed.

“The president is on both sides
of the negotiation — he oversees
the government entity providing
taxpayer funds and he pockets
some of that money himself,” they
wrote in a July 7 letter to the Don-

Sale of a Complex, Needing U.S. Approval, Would Enrich Trump
By CHARLES V. BAGLI

Continued on Page A24

SAN JUAN, P.R. — Hurricane
Irma struck the northeast Carib-
bean with terrifying force
Wednesday, its battering rain and
winds of up to 185 miles per hour
leaving a trail of chaos, wreckage
and flooding from Barbuda to
Puerto Rico, before taking aim at
islands farther west and, beyond
them, Florida.

Already one of the most power-
ful storms ever recorded, Irma
could become one of the most de-
structive as well, depending on its
path, and officials from Turks and
Caicos to Florida pleaded with
people to heed advisories to evac-
uate to shelters and higher
ground. The National Hurricane
Center described the hurricane as
“potentially catastrophic.”

The storm made direct hits on
Barbuda, St. Barthélemy, St. Mar-
tin, Anguilla and the British Virgin
Islands, and raked the United
States Virgin Islands and Puerto
Rico with hurricane-force wind
and torrential rain. Gaston
Browne, prime minister of Anti-
gua and Barbuda, said Irma had
destroyed 90 percent of the struc-
tures on Barbuda, an island with
about 1,600 people.

The authorities confirmed that
the hurricane had killed at least
one person in Antigua and Bar-
buda; one on Anguilla, a British
possession; and two in French ter-
ritory, which includes St. 

Vicious Storm,
Roaring West,
Hits Caribbean

This article is by Frances Robles,
Kirk Semple and Richard Pérez-
Peña.

Hurricane Irma raked San Juan, P.R., on Wednesday as it cut a brutal path across the Caribbean, with South Florida in its track.
ALVIN BAEZ/REUTERS
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WASHINGTON — On a swel-
tering day this summer, opera-
tives with the Central Intelligence
Agency gathered at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery to bury two of
their own. Brian Ray Hoke and
Nathaniel Patrick Delemarre,
elite gunslingers who worked for
the C.I.A.’s paramilitary force,
were laid to rest after a firefight
with Islamic State militants near
Jalalabad in Afghanistan, close to
the border with Pakistan.

There had been scant mention
of Mr. Hoke’s death in local news
reports in Leesburg, Va., his
home, and nothing at all about Mr.
Delemarre in news accounts in
the Florida Panhandle, where his
family lives. Their deaths this past
October were never acknowl-

edged by the C.I.A., beyond two
memorial stars chiseled in a mar-
ble wall at the agency’s headquar-
ters in Langley, Va.

Today there are at least 18 stars
on that wall representing the
number of C.I.A. personnel killed
in Afghanistan — a tally that has
not been previously reported, and
one that rivals the number of
C.I.A. operatives killed in the wars
in Vietnam and Laos nearly a half
century ago.

The deaths are a reflection of
the heavy price the agency has
paid in a secret, nearly 16-year-old

war, where thousands of C.I.A. op-
eratives have served since the at-
tacks of Sept. 11, 2001. The deaths
of Mr. Hoke, 42, and Mr. Dele-
marre, 47, show how the C.I.A.
continues to move from tradi-
tional espionage to the front lines,
and underscore the pressure the
agency faces now that President
Trump has pledged to keep the
United States in Afghanistan with
no end in sight.

“We are going to be fighting this
war for a very long time,” said Ken
Stiles, a former C.I.A. counterter-
rorism analyst who worked
closely with paramilitary officers
in Afghanistan and who lost three
friends in the war.

Mr. Hoke grew up in Park River,
S.D., played violin and football in
high school, graduated from the
United States Naval Academy 
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ILL PREPARED As Irma rages,
Puerto Rico’s crippled finances
leave it in a tight spot. PAGE B4

BATTLE-TESTED Hurricane An-
drew in 1992 transformed how
Miami deals with storms. PAGE A14
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Bikes of all sizes pack the world’s largest parking garage for them in the Dutch city of Utrecht,
where politicians say spending on cycling infrastructure pays for itself. Utrecht Journal, Page A10.
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Latin Pop Is Looking Up

WASHINGTON — President
Trump struck a deal with Demo-
cratic congressional leaders on
Wednesday to increase the debt
limit and finance the government
until mid-December, blindsiding
his own Republican allies as he
reached across the aisle to resolve
a major dispute for the first time
since taking office.

The agreement would avert a
fiscal showdown later this month
without the bloody, partisan battle
that many had anticipated by
combining a debt ceiling increase
and stopgap spending measure
with relief aid to Texas and other
areas devastated by Hurricane
Harvey. But without addressing
the fundamental underlying is-
sues, it set up the prospect for an
even bigger clash at the end of the
year.

In embracing the three-month
deal, Mr. Trump accepted a Demo-
cratic proposal that had been re-
jected earlier in the day by
Speaker Paul D. Ryan of Wiscon-
sin. Mr. Trump’s snap decision at a
White House meeting caught Re-
publican leaders off guard and re-
flected friction between the presi-
dent and his party. After weeks of
criticizing Republican leaders for
failing to pass legislation, Mr.
Trump signaled that he was will-
ing to cross party lines to score
some legislative victories.

The deal to keep the govern-
ment open and paying its debts

until Dec. 15 represented an ex-
traordinary turn for the president,
who has for much of his term set
himself up on the right flank of the
Republican Party. But it remained
unclear whether Mr. Trump’s col-
laboration with Democrats fore-
shadowed a more sustained shift
in strategy by a president who has
presented himself as a master
deal maker or amounted to just a
one-time instinctual reaction of a
mercurial leader momentarily ea-
ger to poke his estranged allies.

Mr. Trump not only accepted
the spending-and-debt plan ad-
vanced by Senator Chuck Schu-
mer of New York and Representa-
tive Nancy Pelosi of California, the
Democratic leaders, but also
aligned himself with them on im-
migration. A day after rescinding
President Barack Obama’s pro-
gram protecting younger illegal
immigrants on the grounds that it 

Trump Bypasses G.O.P.
To Strike a Deal on Debt

Agreement Includes Aid for Storm Victims 
but Sets Up a Year-End Showdown

This article is by Peter Baker,
Thomas Kaplan and Michael D.
Shear.

Senator Chuck Schumer of
New York and Representative
Nancy Pelosi of California.
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President Trump’s immigration
policies faced a renewed legal on-
slaught on Wednesday, as a coali-
tion of Democratic attorneys gen-
eral, nonprofit groups and private
companies announced they would
oppose his rollback of Obama-era
protections for people who en-
tered the country illegally as chil-
dren.

In an echo of the campaign
against Mr. Trump’s effort this
year to ban travelers from parts of
the Muslim world, a group of 16 at-
torneys general — representing 15
states and the District of Colum-
bia — filed suit in Federal District
Court in Brooklyn, claiming that
Mr. Trump had improperly up-
ended the policy known as De-
ferred Action for Childhood Arriv-
als or DACA.

Led by Attorneys General Eric

T. Schneiderman of New York,
Maura Healey of Massachusetts
and Bob Ferguson of Washington,
they alleged Mr. Trump’s shift was
driven by racial animus toward
Mexican-Americans and that the
Trump administration failed to
follow federal rules governing ex-
ecutive policy making.

On Tuesday, Attorney General
Jeff Sessions announced that the
Trump administration would
phase out DACA beginning next
March. The decision came as a
group of Republican attorneys
general threatened to sue the ad-
ministration if it did not end the
program.

Announcing the legal challenge
Wednesday alongside a crowd of
young immigrants and immigra-
tion advocates, Mr. Schneiderman

States Sue to Save ‘Dreamers,’
Claiming Bias Drove Decision
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The United States is seeking consent
from the United Nations to interdict
North Korean ships at sea. PAGE A7

Targeting North Korea at U.N.
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Today, morning showers, then
clouds break for sunshine, high 74.
Tonight, patchy clouds, low 58. To-
morrow, clouds and sunshine, cool,
high 73. Weather map, Page B12.
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