
By the Numbers
4,000 people in the pilot. 
2,000 person control group 

who will live with no extra 
help and be studied.

99.9% of people on social 
assistance are excluded 
from the study.

0 caseworkers. 
3 communities (Hamilton/

Brantford Area, Thunder 
Bay Area, Lindsay – you 
have to have lived there 
for 12 months).

1 “separate but parallel” 
First Nations pilot project 
is in the works.

3 years.
1 time per year - households 

report income.
$1416 a month for a single 

person.
$2002 a month couple.
200% basic welfare rates.
$500 extra for disabled peo-

ple (no definition provid-
ed).

100% of all EI and CPP 
payments deducted from 
Basic Income payments.

50% of earned income 
deducted from Basic 
Income payments. 

Ontario’s Basic Income Pilot

Lost benefits for people on OW/
ODSP on the Basic Income Pilot: 

The pilot and disabled people
The pilot only includes 0.01% of people on 
social assistance and the extra $500 paid to 
disabled people comes at a cost - the loss 
of vital supports (see table below). The pilot 
works to shift the cost of medical care and 
assistive devices onto the individual, leaving 
them worse off. This means some  disabled 
people will not be able participate in the pilot, 
thereby skewing the results.

•	 Special Diet 
Allowance

•	 Work Related 
Benefit (including 
transportation)

•	 vision
•	 and surgical 

supplies)
•	 Service Dog 

Benefit
•	 hearing aids

•	 funding for 
assistive devices

•	 Mandatory Spe-
cial Necessities 
(medical trans-
portation, diabet-
ic, incontinent, 
and other medical  
supplies)

•	 up-front child 
care benefit.
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