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Message from the

chair & president 

At the “young old age” of 150, Canada is at a crossroads.

As liberal democracies turn inward – from America First to Brexit – Canada  
as a nation faces hard questions about its own outlook in the world. At home,  
the question “What matters more – nation-building or nation-dividing?” 
resonates in the West. The answers start when we grasp issues like pipelines 
and trade deals that provoke fierce debate. But they are not about one  
region of the country. They are about the whole country. In many cases, they 
are about our relationship with the world.

For close to 45 years, the Canada West Foundation has worked tirelessly for 
the good of the West. As Canada has matured as a country, it has become 
clear that what is good for the West is also good for Canada. We have a great 
deal to contribute to the world, and we should.

Getting key infrastructure built. Making trade deals happen. Building an 
innovative, competency-focused workforce that matches the work that is 
needed. Making sure we capitalize on our resources, and that we do so 
responsibly. The Foundation proposes practical, credible policy solutions  
on issues that define us as a nation.

In 2016, we continued to build on our strengths – recommending non-partisan, 
evidence-based policy solutions. We challenged conventional thinking  
on public support for energy projects. Our report on hydro power changed 
the debate in the West. We showed how to spend intelligently on the right 
infrastructure projects to get our products to new markets. And we proposed 
how to make workplaces safer by looking at job training differently.

Our research and analysis captured the attention of policy-makers and 
thought-leaders, and through the latter part of 2016, both regional and national 
media coverage of our work soared. Into 2017, we continue to build. With no 
shortage of challenges for us at home, south of the border and abroad, we are 
having even more impact, finding practical solutions to challenges of the day. 
And it is worth repeating – what is good for the West is good for Canada.

Of course, we cannot do any of this without the financial, time and thought 
contributions of our supporters. Thank you.

Geoff Plant, Chair   |   Martha Hall Findlay, President and CEO

PS.	 The last few months of 2016 were my first as President and CEO of the Foundation. It is 
an honour to be leading such a respected organization, at such an important time, with 
such a great group of smart, passionate, thoughtful and dedicated people – Martha



2016 Financial

highlights 

December 31, 2016 with comparative figures for 2015*

		  2016		  2015

Net Assets 	 $	 8,896,683	 $	 8,655,089

OPERATING HIGHLIGHTS

Revenues	 $	  1,835,925	 $	 1,761,971 
(Donations, grants, special projects)

Operating Expenses	 $	 2,218,902	 $	 2,278,703

Annual Operating Transfer	 $	 432,950	 $	 437,318 
from Endowment

Operating surplus	 $	 49,973	 $	 (79,414)

*audited financial data will be posted on cwf.ca July 2017

we thank our 2016 supporters

CANADA WEST FOUNDATION

The Canada West Foundation focuses on the policies that shape the West, and 

by extension, Canada. Through our evidence-based research, analysis and 

commentary, we provide practical solutions to tough public policy challenges 

facing the West, and Canada as a whole, at home and on the global stage.

cwf.ca



standing out
in 2016

The Canada West Foundation has a stellar reputation for tackling 
big, nation-defining issues while providing governments with 
thoughtful and practical advice. The Foundation has established 
strong relationships with indigenous leaders and is quickly 
becoming a leading advocate for indigenous economic engagement. 
It is a testament to the Foundation that governments of all stripes 
take its advice seriously.

jim carr |  minister of natural resources canada

In today’s world of fragmented information, that is often used  
to polarize debates rather than inform them, the role of the Canada 
West Foundation is more important than ever. Since its inception 
in 1973, the CWF has evolved, through its commitment to non-
partisan, evidence-based research and analysis, as an important 
voice in public policy development on matters important not just  
for western Canada, but for the entire country.

deborah yedlin |  calgary herald

We are witnessing Canadian and Indigenous businesses move from 
a purely transactional exchange to transformative, Nation-building 
relationships that are reshaping our country for the better!  
The Canada West Foundation has been a champion of this vision.

gary merasty |  president and ceo, des nedhe developments

I am requesting the study to share with United States Secretary 
Wilbur Ross at his request.

senior white house advisor |  department of commerce

canada west foundation cwf.ca



mar 21
know do understand
Development of competencies  

in Canada’s schoolchildren

apr 11 
fair enough

Assessing community confidence 
in energy authorities

apr 20 
a smoother track  

for exports
A framework for Alberta rail policy

may 16 
look out

Toward a climate strategy  
that reduces global emissions

jun 6 
the tpp

The West wants in

jan 06
Spoke at Consulate 
General of 
Canada in Hong 
Kong roundtable 
discussion on  
western Canada 
trade with the Pacific
hong kong
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mar 29
Presented at 
Softwood, Hard 
Choices: The 2006 
Softwood Lumber 
Agreement and What 
it Means in 2016, 
The Wilson Center’s 
Canada Institute
washington, d.c.

apr 05
Moderated Chasing 
China – Next steps  
in free trade, 
Canada-China 
Business Council
calgary, ab

45

Including 
11 in the globe and mail  
37 in the west

presentations
Highlights



sep 06
Spoke on what the 
TPP means for NAFTA, 
Council of State 
Governments West 
69th Annual Meeting
coeur d’alene, 
idaho

jun 27
power up
The hydro option

oct 25
start ‘em up
Incubating nextgen  
innovators

nov 15
some assembly required
Cross-border infrastructure  
that creates jobs and growth

jul 6
the infrastructure 
that matters most

nov 24
a matter of trust
The role of communities  
in energy decision-making

oct 03
Spoke at the Indian 
Resource Council’s 
Pipeline Gridlock 
conference
calgary, ab

Total online and print

media mentions

National reach
more than 30 interviews 
in canada on pipeline 
approvals, alone

oct 06 
Presentation to the 
House of Commons 
Standing Committee  
on Finance on using 
competencies to build 
a better workforce
winnipeg,  mb

oct 19 
Sponsored and 
spoke at Energy 
Futures Lab 
Reception on Alberta 
leadership for 
tomorrow – today
calgary, ab

Global reach
interviewed by  
the economist,  
the new york times, 
bbc news

1,672

…with every Canadian jurisdiction tackling 
climate change, can we drop the charade  
about pipelines driving climate change? 
Pipelines are not a proxy for climate action. 
The narrative is false.…

by martha hall findlay & trevor mcleod 
november 30,  2016



oct 28
Presented to the  
SHAD board
toronto, on

events
Highlights

nov 01
Spoke on the  
role western  
Canada can play  
in nation-building
vancouver, bc

feb 22
The future of the 
West’s natural 
resource sectors
edmonton, ab

may 16 
The prosperity of the 
next generation
regina, sk

oct 03
The power of 
innovation
calgary, ab

nov 16
Keynote speaker  
at First Nations  
Power Authority  
of Saskatchewan 
Energy Forum  
on First National 
Renewable Energy  
in Saskatchewan
saskatoon, sk

dec 01
Submission to the 
Senate Standing 
Committee on 
Foreign Affairs and 
International Trade 
on North American 
trilateral relations
ottawa, on

13
jan 27

Co-hosted panel with industry 
leaders, featuring the  

architect of Alberta’s new  
climate plan, Andrew Leach

calgary, ab

jun 09
Hosted a roundtable for 

developing youth entrepreneurs
vancouver, bc

oct 5-6
Co-hosted a major conference  

on communities and energy  
decision-making, Engage

ottawa, on

nov 16
Hosted a panel with American 

experts on the U.S.  
election’s impact on Manitoba,  

Beyond the Ballot
winnipeg,  mb

nov 30
Hosted strategic trade  

infrastructure roundtable
ottawa, on

564
Retweets

3.0m
Exposure

137,000
Webpage views 2016 annual report cwf.ca



we thank our 2016 supporters

champions ($50,000+)

Arthur J.E. Child Foundation Endowment Fund  
at the Calgary Foundation

The Community Fund at the Calgary Foundation

Enbridge

Government of Alberta,  
Ministry of Culture and Tourism

Government of Manitoba

Government of Saskatchewan, 
Crown Investments Corporation of Saskatchewan

Government of Saskatchewan,  
Ministry of the Economy

Max Bell Foundation

N. Murray Edwards

Richardson Foundation

Ron Mannix/Coril Holdings Ltd.

Anonymous

friends ($2,500+)

AIMCo
Alberta Forest Products Association
ATB Financial
ATCO
Border Paving Ltd.
Boyden Global Executive Search

Doug Moen 
Patricia Youzwa
Alberta
Raymond Crossley 
Charles W. Fischer
Brad Ferguson 
Oryssia Lennie 
British Columbia
Theresa Arsenault
Larry Blain
Charles Jago
Geoff Plant, Q.C.
Robin Silvester

Investors Group Financial Services Inc.
Johnson Waste Management
The Muttart Foundation
Pirie Foundation
The North West Company

CentrePort Canada
City Lumber
Des Nedhe Development
DynaLIFEDX

Edmonton Economic Development
Farm Credit Canada

Officers
Geoff Plant, Q.C., Chair

Martha Hall Findlay 
President & CEO

Charles Jago, Vice-Chair

Charles Loewen, Vice-Chair 
Charles W. Fischer, Vice-Chair

Patricia Youzwa, Vice-Chair

Honorary Chair
James K. Gray, O.C.

Chair Emeritus
James (Jim) Dinning

Directors
Manitoba
Diane Gray
Edward Kennedy
Susan Lewis
Charles Loewen
Jim Richardson
Paul Vogt
Saskatchewan
R.W. (Dick) Carter
Nancy Hopkins
Janice MacKinnon 
Gary Merasty

2016 board of directors

patrons ($25,000+)

Canadian Western Bank

CN

The Mosaic Company

Port of Vancouver

Prince Rupert Port Authority

builders ($10,000+)

Canadian Natural  
Resources Limited

Canpotex

Imperial

Jim Gray

ThinkHQ Public Affairs Inc.

Western Financial Group

WestJet


