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Capitalism kills.

Organise to fight back.
Justice for Grenfell Safety for all.

FINSBURY | UNITE AGAINST TERROR
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What we think

s more details emerge and the death toll rises,

it becomes clearer and clearer what a terrible

disaster Grenfell is. It is a huge tragedy for the

immediate community. Children have died,

three generations of the same family have
died. But rather than being torn apart, the community
has come together in a remarkable display of human
solidarity, supporting each other, collecting donations of
goods and money, organising emergency accommoda-
tion, coordinating relief.

The heroism, the courage, the self-sacrifice of the emer-
gency services and of local residents is incredible. There
have been overwhelming donations of money, clothes,
bedding, toys, nappies, and so on. The true face of hu-
manity has been shown in this solidarity.

But at the same time there is massive anger. Anger
at the council, at the housing management company, at
the contractors who did the refurbishment, at the gov-
ernment and at the system as a whole. The residents in
the local area say it themselves: this is about rich and
poor, an arrogant disregard for the lives of working class
people. This is a diverse community, many who are black
or Asian, living in a poor working class area alongside the
immense wealth of the super-rich.

Anger is huge at the council’s apparent arrogance and
ineptitude in response to the crisis. For two days after
the disaster the council and government were barely pre-
sent - everything was organised by the community.

Over £5 million has been donated, which is amazing,
but it is dwarfed by the reserves held by Kensington and
Chelsea Council. According to their accounts, they sit on
£300 million usable reserves. They have been running a
£15 million surplus on housing. Yet they scrimped to save
£5,000 on the cladding, and £200,000 on sprinklers.

The emergency rehousing situation is a scandal,
with survivors scattered in hotels. Staggeringly it is now
emerging, according to David Lammy MP, that survivors
who do not want to be rehoused around the country, for
example in Preston, are being threatened with being de-
clared intentionally homeless! If this continues, local fury
will rightly grow.

Rampant neoliberalism

The true face of the Tories, as representatives of the
profit-seeking capitalist class, has been laid bare. Theresa
May’s own empathy-free response is just one element.
People are sharing widely the video of Boris Johnson sat
in City Hall scoffing at complaints about fire service cuts.
Similarly the article and speech by David Cameron brag-
ging he was going to “kill off the safety culture”.

It cannot be clearer that austerity kills. But this is more
than the last seven years of Tory austerity. It is decades
of cuts, privatisation, deregulation, relaxation of planning,
lack of democratic accountability. It is money-grubbing
cost-cutting, scrimping, shortcuts in the pursuit of ‘sav-
ings’ and profit. From Margaret Thatcher to Tony Blair to
David Cameron, this is rampant neoliberalism.

The development of council housing was a huge step
forward for working class people, but working class people
only have what we have fought for. The post-World War
One government subsidy for council housing was in re-
sponse to mass rent strikes and the Russian revolution.

The 1945 Labour government created the welfare state,
including large scale council house building.

But the rich have never accepted a social responsibil-
ity for housing and their political representatives have
spent the last 35 years dismantling it. Thatcher and the
Tories started selling off council housing, and both priva-
tisation and creation of ‘arm’s-length management or-
ganisations’ were intensified under Blair's New Labour.
Now the Tories want to effectively end social housing
altogether, including deregulating housing associations,
and to reduce planning controls even further. The net re-
sult is that the conditions of 100 years ago, of overcrowd-
ing in dangerous conditions, in which working class lives
are sacrificed for profit, are back.

In the same week as the Grenfell fire, it was leaked to
the Guardian that Charing Cross Hospital, currently treat-
ing survivors, faces devastating cuts that would reduce it
to 13% of its current size, effectively a clinic. And as with
the recent terrorist attacks, this horrendous event also
brings into sharp focus the fact that the number of fire-
fighters has been cut in London by 550, with ten stations
closed and others with appliances reduced. London mayor
Sadiq Khan should immediately reverse all fire cuts.

All this is having a profound effect on consciousness
- about housing, but also about the way society is organ-
ised. The anger is expressed in terms of the rich and the
working class. No wonder Jeremy Corbyn has been so
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popular in the area - not just because of his human re-
sponse, but because of the break he potentially offers
from brutal austerity policies.

Theresa May and the Tories were already in crisis, which
this fire and the fury of the local community and working
class more widely could deepen and bring to a head.

Get organised

The Socialist Party argues that tenant organisation and
action, and decisive action by the trade unions, could
bring not only speedy justice to the survivors of Grenfell
and the community, but win immediate safety for all resi-
dents of tower blocks and mass housing. The call for a
million on the streets on 1 July, for the trade unions to
lead a mass demonstration and coordinated strike action,
could be decisive in piling on the pressure on the Tories for
another general election.

The Socialist Party backs Corbyn’s housing plans but
they could go much further. As well as abolishing the
bedroom tax, it is essential to end the benefit cap too. A
socialist housing policy would mean massive investment
in council housing, including rebuilding many existing es-
tates; rent controls that control the actual level of rents,
not just increases; and democratic nationalisation of the
banks, land and building companies to provide safe, se-
cure, and genuinely affordable homes for all.

m See full article at socialistparty.org.uk
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Justice for Grentell and safety for all
Urgent action needed in Kensington and everywhere

No safety - no rent!

No one should pay to live in a tower block
without knowing it is safe. You have a
contract with the council; the minimum
they provide should be a safe house. Un-
til urgent and thorough fire safety checks
are carried out and residents are satis-
fied that necessary changes have been
made, tenants groups across the country
should consider organising collectively to
withhold rent.

Here are some ideas on how this could
be organised:

m Call a mass meeting of tenants on your
estate - a downloadable leaflet is availa-
ble at socialistparty.org.uk/leaflet. Knock
every door. Message all your friends and
neighbours. It’s summer so they can be
open air - at the bottom of your block.
Try to include everyone so give yourself
some time but start now!

m If you don’t have a tenants and resi-
dents association, set one up. If you do,
sign everyone up to it. You will need con-
tact details

m Sign up everyone in a tower who is will-
ing to participate in a withholding of rent
should there be any delay with adequate
safety measures and a separate list of
everyone who is willing to back them up
m Print off the window bills - also avail-
able at socialistparty.org.uk/leaflet

m Organise teams to go around local
streets asking people to sign up as
supporters should any action be taken
against tower tenants defending their
right to safety

m Get in touch with the Socialist Party if
you want to discuss how to go about any
of this
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Full investigation -

a workers’ inquiry

There has been much discussion among
local residents in Kensington and sup-
porters about what kind of investigation
should take place. It is vital in the longer
term that all lessons are learnt and that
those responsible for this tragedy are
held to account. Jail the killers!

Legal experts have put forward different
views on whether an inquest or public in-
quiry holds the best, quickest chance of jus-
tice. All factors should be taken into account

and residents should have a democratic say
over what they trust most to investigate and
make speedy judgements. Legal represen-
tation for the tenants should be paid for.
The Socialist Party calls for a workers’ in-
quiry - an independent, trade union and
residents’ groups-led inquiry, drawing on
experts, which could bring out the impli-
cations of spending cuts and make rec-
ommendations that do not compromise
safety because of austerity.

For example, Unite the Union could pro-
vide representatives of housing workers
and building workers. If there is not im-
mediate action, Jeremy Corbyn should
step in to establish such an inquiry
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In the local community there is fury at the
local council’s response in Kensington,
which has been so bad that a new re-
sponse team has been set up to coordi-
nate re-housing and relief.

The call has gone up for the council lead-
ers to resign. A council that represented
working class and young people in any
area would be fighting the corner of the

Kick out the money-grubbing councillors!_ _
Use the reserves now, end cuts and privatisation

residents now, ensuring immediate re-
housing, emergency aid distribution and
that people are getting the answers they
need. We vote for local councillors to
supposedly stand up for our interests -
not hide and evade questions.

This callous, cold council for the rich has
£300 million in reserves - use it now to
resolve this crisis!

Kensington Tory council has
pursued cuts with glee. That
must stop. And we demand that
all Labour councils immediately
stop passing on the Tories’
deadly cuts and privatisation, if they
want to avoid the complete loss of con-
fidence experienced in Kensington, and
crucially avoid more terrible loss of life.
If councillors are not prepared to invest
in our homes and services, if they are
not prepared to stand up against gov-
ernment cuts, they should step aside for
those who will.

Rehouse survivors
locally - take over

empty properties

There is a real fear of dispersal. Every
tenant from Grenfell Tower - and any who
have to be relocated from homes nearby -
should be rehoused by the council within
the borough.

No one should be forced out of their com-
munity - which has already suffered huge
social cleansing through sell-offs and
rocketing rents - as a result of this fire.
Lifetime secure tenancies should be
offered for all - not “assured” or other

Action now - remove
cladding, sprinklers
in every block

Action to make people safe and to support
the victims and those made homeless
cannot wait for the results of any investi-
gation. Risky cladding should be removed
from all blocks now. An emergency pro-
gramme to fit sprinklers in all tower blocks
in the country should start now. Councils
should start immediately and demand the
money back from government.

The London region of the Fire Brigades
Union (FBU) tweeted: “Nobody has ever
died in a fire in the UK in a property with
an effective sprinkler system fitted. Gren-
fell Tower had no such system.”

This is also an issue that needs address-

inferior tenancy.

Once the recovery operation is complet-
ed and the shell of Grenfell is brought
down, the land it occupies must remain
in public hands and be used for the ben-
efit of the local community.

The borough of Kensington and Chelsea
has 1,399 empty properties, the majority
owned by rich individuals and investment
companies for speculation. As many
as necessary should be requisitioned
immediately.

As Jeremy Corbyn said when he support-
ed this demand: “It can’t be acceptable
that in London we have luxury buildings
and luxury flats left empty as land bank-
ing for the future while the homeless and
the poor look for somewhere to live. We
have to address these issues.”

ing in other types of public buildings. In
October the FBU wrote a joint letter with
the National Union of Teachers to educa-
tion secretary Justine Greening asking the
government to reconsider its decision to
abolish the expectation that all new school
buildings would be fitted with sprinklers.
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MASSIVE FAILINGS LED TO FIRE

RAPID, FULLY FUNDED ACTION

Paul Kershaw

Socialist Party London and chair
of Unite the Union housing
workers’ branch LE/1111

s well as huge sym-

pathy and sorrow,

there has been a big

expression of anger

from working class
people. Members of the Unite
union housing workers’ branch
report that all over London resi-
dents have approached housing
workers with their fears about
the implications of the Grenfell
Tower fire.

There is real anger that resi-
dents’ concerns have not been
listened to and that the terrible
events could have been avoided.

Residents’ organisation Gren-
fell Action Group says it had
repeatedly warned Tory-led
Kensington and Chelsea coun-
cil which owns the block, and
the misnamed Kensington and
Chelsea ‘Tenant Management
Organisation’ (TMO) which
runs it, about “very poor fire
safety standards.” They say their
warnings “fell on deaf ears.”

Rehouse

As well as the imperative need
to rehouse survivors, there is the
issue of residents in surround-
ing blocks. They were evacuated
because of the fire, but have now
been moved back in - although
the nearest tube stations are
shut due to fears of debris falling
on the line.

Many residents are worried
their homes are unsafe. They
need answers. If they are safe,
issues such as the lack of hot
water - the boiler for some sur-
rounding blocks was in Grenfell
Tower - must urgently be ad-
dressed. If they’re not safe, they
must immediately be accom-
modated elsewhere.

Fire safety advice to residents
in Grenfell was to stay in their
flats because fire insulation
would give emergency services
time to reach them. Survivors
say how glad they are they ig-
nored this.

The recently fitted outer clad-
ding seems to have been re-
sponsible for spreading the fire
up the block. Questions about
the fire-resistance of these ma-
terials are not new in housing.

Outrageously, investigation
by the Independent found “that
cladding - a cheap way of im-
proving the front of the building
- was added in part so that the
tower would look better when
seen from the conservation are-
as and luxury flats that surround

Outside the council
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north Kensington, according to
planning documents.”

Research by the Times
found a version of the clad-
ding with a “non-combustible”
core would have cost a mere
£5,000 more. That would have
added 0.0006% to the reported
£8.6 million refurbishment cost.

And Kensington and Chelsea
TMO’s papers show it hired a fire
risk consultant who “was willing
to challenge the fire brigade on
our behalf if he considered their
requirements to be excessive.”
Their other consideration seems
to be that he offered the “most
competitive price.”

London Fire Brigade de-
scribed it as an “unprecedented
situation.” The Fire Brigades
Union is calling for a major in-
vestigation into the building - a
call echoed by the Unite housing
workers’ branch.

The issues raised by the fire
point to unacceptable risk
around the country.

Lakanal

The All-Party Parliamentary
Fire Safety and Rescue Group
has been calling for a review of
building regulations for years.
Failings were uncovered follow-
ing a devastating tower block
fire at Lakanal House in South-
wark, south London, in 2009.

Six people died. The failings
then included a lack of fire risk
assessments, and panels on the
outside walls not providing the
necessary fire resistance.

Gavin Barwell, then the Tory
housing minister, told the Com-
mons last October that the
government will review Part B
of Building Regulations 2010,
which relates to fire safety, “fol-
lowing the Lakanal House fire”
Ronnie King, a former chief fire
officer, said regulations “haven’t

There
is real
anger that
residents’

concerns
have not
been
listened to
and that
the terrible
events
could

have been
avoided

taken account of the Lakanal
House fire inquest, or updated
recent accredited research.”

In fact, research by Inside
Housing, an industry maga-
zine, found in 2015 that just 1%
of tower blocks have sprinklers
fitted - a key recommendation
after Lakanal.

A survey by the Department
for Communities and Local
Government in February found
that regulations are “far too
complex” to guarantee high-
quality buildings. The judge in
the Lakanal inquest called them
“incomprehensible.”

Stonewalling

But when Barwell was pressed
on the matter in March, he was
still stonewalling about a review
of the regulations.

Barwell lost his seat in the
June election and has now been
parachuted in as Theresa May’s
chief of staff.

Tory chancellor Philip Ham-
mond has claimed the cladding
is banned in the UK - but the
above evidence suggests it could
be difficult to tell if this is the
case. The manufacturer disputes
it, of course.

Either way, members of West
London Socialist Party spoke to
another Socialist Party member
who is a construction engineer.
The engineer believes bad prac-
tice is very prevalent, particu-
larly among small contractors
such as used here - and says
councils’ cutbacks mean effec-
tive enforcement of regulations
is almost non-existent.

But simply changing the build-
ing regulations would not be ad-
equate. Existing buildings need
to be reviewed immediately. The
cost implications could be sig-
nificant - but austerity cannot be
allowed to delay a response.
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The Westminster march
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Anger and grief on
moving Grenfell marches

I've not seen anything like the
march for Grenfell in Kensington on
16 June.

It was led by local working class
residents, some of them still trying
to find out if their families were dead
or alive. They stormed the council
building in the capital’s richest bor-
ough with concrete demands for
answers and recompense. They've
already won some of them.

There was a universal under-
standing that the establishment pol-
iticians and company bosses were
behind this - that it was about profit,
that it was about class. Most of the
estate’s residents are black or Asian.

One lad took the megaphone and
spoke about how the rich were try-
ing to divide them but they were the
majority and they all knew each oth-
er in the blocks and they could not
be divided so they owned the streets
and they had the advantage.

They chanted “Tories out - justice
in” and “the government is guilty
of murder” and “bring down the
government.”

Passers-by and motorists were
unanimous in their support. Some
were crying. Marchers stopped to
hold them, complete strangers.

Socialist Party placards went
in seconds. One local lad, maybe
eleven years old, took half of mine
to help distribute. Our leaflets, hun-
dreds of them, calling for rent strikes

Passers-hy
were
unanimous
in their
support.
Some were
crying.
Marchers
stopped to
hold them

until the blocks are safe - all gone.
We signed some people up to find
out about organising tenants’ asso-
ciations to fight for safe homes.

The march in Westminster, hap-
pening at the same time, observed
silences with clenched fists raised.

I don'’t often get caught up in the
moment on marches. But I have to
tell you this was different. The an-
ger, the grief, the bursting pride and
sense of burgeoning power. The
bosses are on the back foot, and
these people understood that, and
they felt ready to press their advan-
tage even in spite of their grief.

And the tower. It looked like a
burnt-out cigarette. It didn’t look
real.

I struggled to maintain my com-
posure several times. Justice for
Grenfell.

James lvens

I attended a silent march on 19 June
to remember those lost in the Gren-
fell fire. The only sound you could
hear was from the Westway - other-
wise you could hear a pin drop.

It was moving and the right thing
to do. The silence gave folk time to
reflect and think.

Following that came the speech-
es from the newly formed Justice
for Grenfell Campaign. They were
good - to the point, and graphically
highlighting how the Tories running
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Kensington had time and time again
ignored the concerns of the folk who
lived in Grenfell Tower.

Their barrister, Michael Mans-
field, also spoke. He pointed out that
after the Hillsborough disaster, the
initial Taylor Report forced football
clubs to immediately bring in safety
measures under pain of not being
allowed to compete in the new sea-
son, which was just weeks away.

They all complied. So when they
want, the powers that be can imple-
ment swift safety measures.

The hardest part of the event was
seeing folk in the daze of crippling
grief, walking around holding pic-
tures of missing family members.
They were being comforted by others.

I work near that area. There is al-
ways a buzz in that community. That
buzz has gone.

But after that night, I sincerely
feel the community will serve its lost
ones well, and play a part in starting
to transform public housing for the
better. We all have to do the rest.
Steve Nally

B Steve’s tower block in Vauxhall,
south London, was refurbished

by Rydon - the same firm which
worked on Grenfell Tower. He

has been organising with other
residents to fight for proper fire
safety checks since long before the
Kensington fire

.\ News

Unions call for
action after
Grenfell

m Unite the Union housing
workers branch LE/1111

We must help those directly affect-
ed now - dozens are members of
Unite - and ensure no stone is left
unturned to prevent this happening
again. Unite will be offering full legal
support for all victims of this horrific
event.

Len McCluskey, general secretary
of Unite, said: “We will not rest un-
til the full truth of what has gone
on is uncovered, and we will not be
allowing the shameful cuts to legal
aid to prevent that truth from being
exposed. Unite is sending lawyers
to the community and has set up a
freephone number for anyone need-
ing legal assistance”...
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m Fire Brigades Union

The thoughts of firefighters from all
over the UK will be with the victims
of this devastating tragedy and their
families.

Firefighters and other emergency
services worked through the night
to secure the building and to save
as many lives as possible. They did
a particularly difficult job witnessing
brutal and tragic scenes with the
professionalism we have come to
expect from them...

Meanwhile, the number of counsel-
lors trained to help London firefight-
ers process the traumatic scenes
they witness on the job was cut from
14 to just two under former Tory may-
or Boris Johnson. He also closed ten
London fire stations and removed 13
engines.

Matt Wrack, general secretary of the
FBU, said: “We need more counsel-
lors to look after them, not less”...

m Joint statement by
education unions ATL,

AEP, NAHT and NUT

School is one area of children’s lives
which can provide them with care
and stability. It is essential that chil-
dren affected by Grenfell continue to
attend their own school, with teach-
ers and other staff who know them
and can support them and their
families.

We know that those who work in ed-
ucation are rising to this challenge.
They will need the full support of
those around them.

All schools which have on their roll
children from Grenfell Tower, and
the area around it, must be provided
with counsellors and other neces-
sary resources...
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Brexit chaos, DUP agreement, workers' anger...

TORIES AND MAY STAGGER ON
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What we think
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t the time of writing, Theresa May is fatally

wounded but staggering on. Utterly discred-

ited, deeply unpopular and without a shred of

legitimacy, she owes her continued premier-

ship primarily to the reluctance of her rivals to
take on the unenviable task of dealing with the mess the
Conservatives have landed in.

But it is not just May who is discredited. The Tories as
a whole, as well as the wider capitalist establishment,
have come under the ire of working class people. The
horrific crime that took place at Grenfell Tower (see
pages 2-5) has brought into tragically sharp focus the
rotten callousness not only of May and her government,
but of the capitalist system itself.

This has been further compounded by the terrible ter-
rorist attack at Finsbury Park Mosque (see opposite). In
a similar way to the atrocities which took place during the
election campaign in London and Manchester, this has
added to the developing sense that, far from prioritising
safety and security for working class people, Tory and
New Labour government policies have instead helped
fuel the incidences of hatred and violence in which in-
nocent people are caught up.

e —

It will be in the shadow of these awful events that May
attempts to officially form her government. When she
called the general election, it was in the confident expec-
tation that she would be able to substantially increase
her majority. Superficial polling figures led May and her
advisors, but also the vast majority of media pundits,
Blairite Labour MPs and even many figures considered
to be further left - such as Owen Jones - to conclude that
the Labour Party led by Jeremy Corbyn would inevitably
go down to crushing defeat. On 8 June they were all de-
livered a staggering rebuke.

Brexit

May had hoped an increased majority would allow her to
paper over the cracks in her own, deeply divided party.
Now she faces the nightmare of attempting to negotiate
a Brexit deal that will protect the interests of big busi-
ness and private profit, while simultaneously holding to-
gether her party.

But it won't just be the back bench MPs, many
desperate for a so-called ‘hard Brexit, who May is
forced to try and placate. With no overall majority in the
commons, a Tory government will be forced to rely on
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the right-wing, sectarian Democratic Unionist Party MPs
in order to pass a Queen’s Speech and to get legislation
through parliament.

This is a deal that could be potentially toxic for both
sides. The DUP risks alienating its voting base - which
is primarily made up of working class members of the
protestant community in Northern Ireland - if they are
seen as underwriting brutal Tory austerity. Similarly, the
reactionary position of the DUP leadership on social is-
sues, as well as the block they could be on the Tories
implementing many of the most unpopular aspects of
their cuts programme, can present major difficulties for
a May government.

But perhaps even more problematic than both of
these issues will be the fissures that can open up during
the course of the Brexit negotiations. These will be both
between the DUP and the Conservatives and within the
Tory party itself.

This nervousness has meant that, as we go to press,
no formal deal between the Tories and the DUP has yet
been announced. Among the reasons some commen-
tators have cited for this lack of an announcement are
disagreements within the DUP leadership over whether

their leader, Arlene Foster, should stand alongside May
in order to announce the deal. This reflects the lack of
any firm confidence that May will survive as prime min-
ister over the course of the next five days, let alone five
years, as well as her obvious political toxicity.

Any government which is formed will be exceptionally
weak and fragile. Rumours suggest that the Queen’s
Speech will be shorn of most of the policies outlined
in the Tory manifesto - including the removal of the
‘pensions triple lock’ and the hated ‘dementia tax'. It is
good that Corbyn has said he plans to amend the speech
and ask the commons to back him. We argue he should
put forward all of the hugely popular pro-working class
policies that were contained in the Labour manifesto.
But the fight will not just take place inside the House of
Commons.

As the Queen’s Speech is heard, protesters, including
many organised by the Socialist Party, will be gathering
outside the walls of parliament and around the country.
And it won’t stop there. A potentially huge demonstration
is set to take place on 1 July. Correctly, John McDonnell
has argued that the Trade Union Congress (TUC) should
put its weight behind this protest which, if fully mobilised,
could see more than one million people on the streets.
The Socialist Party agrees, and would argue that the TUC
- which brings together the majority of the trade unions in
Britain - should fully take on the tasks of organising and
building the event.

Overwhelming mood to fight

Indeed, it is incumbent on the trade union leaderships to
help harness the overwhelming mood of workers to fight
austerity. This is a mood that has been strengthened in
resolve by the general election result. And it does not
stop at demonstrations. Faced with a mass rebellion, in-
cluding huge protests, demonstrations and, crucially, co-
ordinated strike action, this government could be forced
from power.

Jeremy Corbyn has emerged from the election in a
stronger position. Indeed, the ruling class’s fear of a
Corbyn-led government and the appetites that it could
awake among working class people is the most power-
ful pressure on May and the Tories to cling to power.
But this strengthening of Corbyn’s hand should not be
misinterpreted as an end to the bitter civil war that has
been waged over the course of the last two years with
the majority of Labour’s right-wing MPs, councillors and
machinery.

We have seen further attempts at so-called cross-party
unity on the question of Brexit - with Yvette Cooper and
others calling for ‘moderates’ within all parties to unite in
the interests of big business for a ‘soft Brexit'.

But the real issue is not ‘soft vs hard’ Brexit but boss-
es’ vs workers’ Brexit. What unites the Blairites with both
the soft and the hard brexiteers on the Tory benches is
their commitment to protecting the interests of the su-
per-rich 1%, albeit with some differences of opinion on
how best to achieve this.

So far, Jeremy Corbyn has rightly argued for a ‘jobs-first
Brexit’, including in his most recent interview with Robert
Peston. But he must now go further. The Socialist Party
argues that Corbyn should make his starting point for any
Brexit negotiations the implementation of policies which
will benefit working and middle class people - beginning
with those in the Labour manifesto. This would mean
annulling all EU laws which might stand as an obstacle
to this - including those which oppose nationalisation,
for example. It would also mean offering workers much
greater protections than those currently offered under
EU legislation while removing all laws which act to pro-
tect private profit at the expense of working class people.

As well as outlining a positive programme on Brexit
and other issues, it is also vital that Corbyn mobilises his
supporters in order to take on the right-wing saboteurs
within his party. This means supporting measures like
democratic mandatory reselection of MPs, as the Social-
ist Party has argued, and opening up the party to all anti-
austerity forces to participate on a federal basis. If you
agree, join us and get involved.

Join the fightback!
Join the Socialists!

socialistparty.org.uk/join 020 8988 8777

" @socialist_party § text 07761818 206 { /CWISocialistParty

) News/Editorial

Finsbury Park attack

0 TO TERROR, RACISM AND WA

Finsbury Park Mosque, north
London photo Olof Lagerkvist/CC

Hannah Sell

For the second time in one month a
van has been driven into a crowd in
London with the aim of indiscrimi-
nate slaughter of innocent people.

This time the terrorist attack
seems to have been motivated by
anti-Muslim hatred. The van driver
was reported to shout that he want-
ed to ‘kill all Muslims’ as he drove
into a group who had just taken part
in evening prayers after breaking
the Ramadan fast.

They were standing together to
assist an elderly man who had been
taken ill and who has now tragically
died.

In addition to his death, ten other
worshippers were injured by the at-
tack. With incredible self-restraint
the group, together with bystanders,
captured the attacker and held him,
it seems largely unharmed, until the
police arrived.

The Socialist Party completely
condemns this terrible attack just as
we condemned the Manchester and
London Bridge attacks which were
inspired by the completely reaction-
ary, barbaric ideology of Isis.

In the wake of those horrific at-
tacks, the worst terrorist attacks in
Britain since the 7/7 bombing in
2005, there has been a clear danger
of an increase in racist attacks on
Muslims, or people who are per-
ceived to be Muslim.

Such attacks are repellent to the
majority in society who understand
that the overwhelming majority of
Muslims are completely opposed to
terrorism.

In the one day after the London
Bridge attack alone, London’s Mus-
lims raised £18,000 for its victims.

The electoral surge for Jeremy
Corbyn in the general election
showed how millions of people un-
derstood the need for working and

middle class people of all nationali-
ties and religions to unite together
against austerity, war and racism.

The horror of Grenfell Tower
drives home the urgent need for a
united movement to get the Tories
out and fight for socialist, anti-aus-
terity policies.

If it had not been for the alarm
being raised by Muslims who were
awake because of Ramadan and
saw the fire, even more would have
been killed.

But as it is, residents estimate
that at least

he, like the murderer of Jo Cox, was
inspired by far-right racist ideology.
The right-wing media and all
those capitalist politicians who
have attempted to divert attention
from their austerity and warmon-
gering by whipping up racism and
anti-Muslim and anti-migrant feel-
ings over recent years, bear some
responsibility for last night’s attack

along with other racist assaults.
Theresa May has responded to the
attack by again saying there is aneed

for more ‘anti-terror’ legislation.
However, there

150 working ' Sodalise have been numerous
Lparfy P )
class people ' 2 new ‘anti-terror
- of many | { ] laws introduced in
nationalities recent decades and
and reli- none have stopped
gions - died new attacks. At
as aresult the same time the
of criminal Tories’ unrelenting
capitalist cuts austerity drive is
and austerity. making people more
. vulnerable when
Atrocities attacks occur.
Millions also It is essential that
understand i the workers’ move-
that, as the .’a [l ment puts uniting
Socialist g —_y 3 against racism at
Party has www.socialistparty.org.uk the heart of a fight to
consistently end austerity, and for
explained, ... o decent jobs, homes and
alongside 3 services for all.
opposing the right-wing re- 8
actionaries of Isis and their | S
ilk, it is also necessary to =
oppose the imperialist wars 5
and interventions in the 5,"
Middle East and Afghani- é’

stan which have created a
nightmare for the peoples
of the Middle East and in-
evitably increased the like-
lihood of terrorist atroci-

ties worldwide.

Not much is known
about the alleged at-
tacker Darren Osborne
but it seems likely that

r
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WEEK-LONG o IRIKE
[0 KEEP SHEFFIELD
JUBCENTRE OPEN

Alistair Tice
Sheffield Socialist Party

bout 50 PCS civil service

union members took strike

action on 12-16 June in

Sheffield to save the East-

ern Avenue Jobcentre from
closure as proposed by the Depart-
ment for Work and Pensions (DWP) as
part of its national cuts programme.

The five-day strike, which follows
a one-day strike on 2 June, has been
solidly supported by PCS members.
Six staff have joined the union during
the strike with only a handful of the
total of 75 staff going into work.
What'’s remarkable about this strike

is that it’s not for more money or sim-
ply to save jobs, but to defend a lo-
cal service in the community which
serves some of the most deprived
areas of Sheffield. And that the staff
have been willing to strike - 92% voted
in favour - even before the DWP offi-
cially confirm closure after the end of
the consultation period.

EHEVE AININ G
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Disarray

Indeed, with the Tory government in
such disarray, the fight to save East-
ern Avenue is looking very favour-
able. With a fight, the entire cuts pro-
gramme could be scrapped.

At a well-attended public meeting
chaired by PCS DWP group presi-
dent and Socialist Party member Fran
Heathcote, the union’s general secre-
tary Mark Serwotka said the chances
of a successful campaign were dra- ‘
matically improved by the success of = = e o [
Jeremy Corbyn’s anti-austerity elec- \ [
tion movement.

The meeting received a text of soli- = : == e
darity from Shadow Chancellor John l £ 1 il = £ L
McDonnell. Mark promised the full | ) . : v
support of PCS for the ongoing cam-
paign. Strikers will meet on 21 June to
decide on the next action but appear
resolute in naming more strikes.

Strikers have also been boosted by
big numbers on the picket line each
morning from other PCS branches, So-
cialist Party, Unite Community, Disa-
bled People Against Cuts (DPAC), Der-
byshire Unemployed Workers Centre,
Heeley Labour Party and the Trade Un-
ionist and Socialist Coalition (TUSC).
B Messages of support should be
sent to leeds@pcs.org.uk
H Donations to the PCS fighting
fund should be sent PCS DWP
Group, Third floor, Town Centre
House, Merrion Centre, Leeds, LS2
8LY or can be made online via the
PCS website
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Welsh college strike
against crippling workload

UCU Coleg y Cymoedd striker

Around 50 UCU further education un-
ion members at Coleg y Cymoedd in
Rhondda Cynon Taff and Caerphilly
attended picket lines on 15 June as we
took strike action to defend our mem-
bers against oppressive workloads
and to defend quality education.

Following 20 months of negotiation
and a successful ballot resulting in
93% in favour of industrial action,
an intransigent management has
refused to consider reasonable
requests such as a workload study
to ascertain how long our duties
take us as a starting point to alleviate
crippling workloads.

Workers have left the profession
and some have taken a reduction
in contractual hours as they cannot
undertake duties within contracted
hours. A Health and Safety Execu-
tive (HSE) stress survey we carried
out last year identified that educa-
tion was being damaged by a lack of

adequate remission for quality assur-
ances processes, inadequate provi-
sion for lecturers teaching higher ed-
ucation courses to update themselves
on recent subject developments, and
inadequate provision for lecturers re-
quired to act as course tutors. We can-
not provide quality education on the
cheap or on our knees.

Buoyed
There was a determined mood on
pickets and members were buoyed
by visits from trade union councils
across South Wales, other local UCU
branches and our learners. Several
cars turned away in support when we
explained our reasons for picketing.
No lecturer wants to take indus-
trial action but we are committed to
arolling programme of action to force
management to revisit its damaging
work practices. As trade unionists we
will defend our members from stress
induced by workload and as educa-
tors we'll fight to deliver quality edu-
cation for our learners.

NSSN cancels conference to support
1 July ‘Tories out’ demonstration

National Shop Stewards Network
(NSSN) statement

As our supporters and affiliates will
know, this year’s conference of the
National Shop Stewards Network (our
11th) was due to take place in London
on 1 July. Hundreds of trade union
and anti-cuts campaigners will be
preparing to take part in discussions
and debates about the crucial
struggles and disputes facing working
people.

Of course, a prominent issue would
be how we organise a mass move-
ment to take on a weak and discred-
ited Tory government. The NSSN is
not affiliated to any political party but
we unapologetically campaigned for
Jeremy Corbyn’s pro-worker manifes-
to in the general election and we will
continue to support his anti-austerity
programme.

But the People’s Assembly has
called a national ‘Tories out’ dem-
onstration in London on 1 July - the
same day as the NSSN conference.

It is welcome that such a protest has
been organised, and in fact we have
been pushing for the TUC and the
unions to call one.

It is vital that everything is done to
make this a massive demonstration as
the starting point for a movement of
protests, marches and strikes that is
needed to build the pressure to push
out May and the Tories.

Contingent
Therefore, the national steering com-
mittee of the NSSN has decided to
cancel this year’s conference, to sup-
port the demonstration and to con-
centrate our efforts to build it. We
apologise to those who were looking
forward to our conference but we en-
courage them, their union branches
and trade councils to come on the
demonstration and mobilise for it.
We will be organising an NSSN con-
tingent on the march, which we will
be sending information out about. We
will also be requesting that the NSSN
be allowed to have a speaker on the
platform.

bA CABIN CREW CALLS
[WO-WEEK WALKOUT OVER
BLACKLISTING ACCUSATIONS

Unite members working for Brit-
ish Airways’ mixed fleet announced
a two-week strike on 16 June, after
the airline refused to accept Unite
the Union’s offer on the outstanding
issue of the sanctioning of striking
cabin crew.

The strike is set for 1-16 July and
Unite has also said it will pursue legal
action against British Airways to the
“highest court in the land” on behalf
of 1,400 cabin crew, who were sanc-
tioned for taking strike action in a
long-running pay dispute.

British Airways has formed a black-
list to impose sanctions on striking

cabin crew which have included crew
seeing bonus payments worth hun-
dreds of pounds taken away and the
removal of staff travel concessions.

To date there has been a total of 26
days of strike action over pay. Show-
ing their priorities are to try to break
the union rather than pay their staff
a living wage, BA management are
spending millions of pounds renting
out planes and crew from other com-
panies to try to cover for services af-
fected by the strike.

Rather than BA being the bench-
mark for pay and conditions in the
airline industry, it is now paying

some of the lowest wages. As another
sign that BA is aiming to model itself
on the low-cost airlines, it has now
replaced free in-flight meals with
Marks and Spencer (M&S) food for
sale.

A cabin crew worker previously
told the Socialist: “We feel we're be-
ing paid well below what we should
be paid. We're being told we're being
paid between £21,000 and £27,000.
I personally have never reached
£21,000”

Unite estimates that on average
‘mixed fleet’ cabin crew earn £16,000,
including allowances, a year.

Unison conference: “A sense of change”

Unison conference opened on 20
June and immediately reflected the
sense of change at the moment.
When it was announced that Jeremy
Corbyn will be speaking on the final
day at the conference on 23 June, the
conference erupted with applause.
The first debate of the conference
was on the public sector pay cap and
the demand for a £10 an hour mini-
mum wage. Such is the pressure from

below, even Unison leadership was
forced to say it will ‘smash’ the pay
cap in the next 12 months.

Socialist Party members spoke in
the debate, pointing out that we've
heard this before and this time there
needs to be a real fight, with Ivan
Bonsell saying Unison should be
demanding £10 an hour now.

Angie Waller said: “£10 an hour
now isn’'t just desirable but an

absolute necessity.”

Showing the mood and pressure
from below, Unison general secretary
Dave Prentis called on all members to
join the 1 July ‘Tories out’ demonstra-
tion. As we go to press 100 copies of
the Socialist have been sold.

Glenn Kelly
Socialist Party
industrial department
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Manchester housing
maintenance dispute
Steps up action

Paul Gerrard
Salford Socialist Party

In the week after the general election
Manchester housing maintenance
workers held a two-day mass pro-
test outside Manchester Town Hall.
Their dispute is with their employer
Mears, but it’'s the Labour council
which has hung them out to dry by
passing the contract over to a private
company.

At the protest stewards met with
the council’s head of housing and
regeneration for 45 minutes and left
him in no doubt about their sense of
betrayal, their dispute with the com-
pany, and their determination to see
successful negotiations.

Mears employees earn up to £6,000
less than workers on the other side
of the city. The company claims it
wants to see a ‘sustainable workforce’
yet apprentices are being offered six-
month and even three-month con-
tracts on completion. What’s next -
zero-hours?

photo Socialist Party

Unite the Union is looking to step
up the dispute, regularising strike pay
and moving to involve other Mears
staff who maintain the council’s own
premises, including the iconic Gothic
town hall.

Workers were shocked - but not
surprised - by the events in Grenfell
Tower, as they work on council hous-
ing stock renovation projects. It used
to be part of their work to check for
potential fire hazards when they visit
homes, and either report faults or
deal with them while they're there.
But nowadays there is relentless pres-
sure to get jobs done, signed off and
leave for the next job.

Stewards are rightly angered by
the Labour council’s actions but wel-
comed the success for Jeremy Corbyn
in the election. One commented that
the most encouraging thing was to
see young people flooding to support
Corbyn in defiance of the “turncoats”
in the parliamentary party.

B Send messages of support to Colin
Pitt at colinpitt65@hotmail.co.uk

Barts Trust NHS workers vote for action over pay

B STOP PRESS:
Barts ballot result - 99% for strike
action, 53% turnout

Health workers are ready to defend
their rights! In April, 160 domestics
walked off the floor at the Royal Lon-
don Hospital in Whitechapel, east
London, part of Barts NHS Trust, to
defend their morning tea break - and
won! Now cleaners, porters and secu-
rity workers have begun a ballot for
strike action for a pay increase.

In a Unite the Union survey, 98%
of 700 workers believe they deserve a
bigger share of Serco’s profits - which
were more than £82 million for 2016.

At Whipps Cross Hospital, also
part of Barts Trust, porters are ready
to fight Serco’s plans to cut jobs,
and cleaners are fighting increased
workloads.

At Whipps, Unite members won a
fantastic victory in 2016, ending zero-
hour contracts and winning a 20% pay
rise for low-paid workers, bringing

them up to the London Living Wage
under contractors Carillion. Carillion
was then dismissed and the contract
given to Serco. Serco now seems to be
labouring under the impression that
it can just roll back these gains.

But Unite the Union has been
building on the victory at Whipps
to show what’s possible. Following
the Whipps win - of £9.75 an hour,
as much as £2 an hour increase for
many - this was then fought for and
won for all agency workers indirectly
employed by Serco, who had in some
cases been on minimum rates for six
years.

Unite has been building across
Barts Trust, organising a pay cam-
paign which - given the pay freeze in
the NHS - is a big issue for all health
workers. 1,100 new members have
joined the union in recent months.

The failed attack on the domestics’
tea breaks was possibly an early test
of whether workers and union would
fight.
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PROTESTS AROUND THE
COUNTRY DEMANLD:
[ORIES OUT

London
ver the course of
the day, thousands
joined in the protest
in Whitehall against
May'’s attempt to stay
in office by getting a deal with the
reactionary DUP on 17 June.

The combination of being buoyed
up by the advance of the Corbyn-led
Labour Party and the deep anger
and bitterness after the effective
murder of scores of people in Gren-
fell Tower made for a lively protest,
dominated by young people and
with a strong presence from women.

The overwhelming mood was
to fight back and remove the Tory
government. This was reflected
both in many of the speeches and

the reception which Socialist Party
members received.

The combination of our call for
concrete action against the Tory
government - building for a mas-
sive 1 July demo and a 24-hour gen-
eral strike - attracted much interest.
People keenly took our leaflets after
reading its headline and at least 65
bought copies of the Socialist.

Bob Labi
North London Socialist Party

Hull

Hull’s rally in support of Jeremy Cor-
byn and against the Tories brought
together around 100 protesters in
Victoria Square on 17 June.

The event was dominated by the
horrific news from London of the
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Grenfell Tower fire. The rally stood
for a minute’s silent tribute to all the
victims and survivors.

Hull Socialist Party members
Mick Whale and Matt Whale spoke
from the platform alongside other
labour and trade union movement
speakers, and were well-received
by the crowd. Our members sold 80
copies of the Socialist at the event.
Paul Spooner
Hull Socialist Party

Cardiff

A protest against the Tories and
for justice for Grenfell gathered
dozens of people in a showing of
class solidarity in Cardiff on 17 June.
What struck us was not as much
the people coming to the protest,
but the outpouring of support from
passers-by and bystanders, ordinary
people who realise the price that
we are all paying due to cuts and
austerity.

The Socialist Party was an integral
part of the protest, talking to people
and underlining the role of capital-
ism and austerity and what we need
to do to stop it happening again.
We had a very good response, with
more than 60 copies of the Socialist
sold and a determined response to
our demands.

Joao Félix
Cardiff West Socialist Party

Young socialists
share ideas at
London meeting

Elliott Codrington
Hillingdon Socialist Party

In the wake of Jeremy Corbyn’s elec-
toral successes, a meeting of young
socialists on 15 June in central Lon-
don highlighted the potential of a
motivated, inspired youth move-
ment. And their desire for real so-
cialist policies.

The meeting was attended by 35
people and had great participation.
It was encouraging to see confident,
young people stand up and put for-
ward their ideas for how we could
shape a movement following the
Corbyn campaign and what issues it
should cover.

People were more than willing to

listen to these ideas and contribute
their own. I have no doubt that, if
these meetings continue, more peo-
ple will get involved and contribute
their own ideas.

The meeting showed that there is
real potential in seeking out young
people who have been alienated
and disenfranchised by the system
as it exists today and letting them
know that we can change things for
the better.

There is a great desire for change
among young people and this meet-
ing was a promising first step in har-
nessing that desire into fighting for a
socialist future. I am very interested
in seeing this movement grow and
develop and I thoroughly enjoyed
being a part of its germination.

Canterbury Pride

ot C3 d 1

Canterbury Pride was held on 17 June and the new Labour MP

Rosie Duffield spoke to the hundreds who came to support the
. event. There was a real carnival atmosphere not just because

| itwas Pride but as one person said: “It’s like a weight of nasty

politics is off my shoulders.” The former MP, Tory Julian Brazier,

 was anti-gay marriage anti-abortion and pro-hanging and the

. townand its thousands of students had had enough of this

out-of-touch man. Rosie is a single mum and teaching assistant
and spoke very passionately about her support for LGBT+ rights.
People were yelling with support and many are absolutely
elated. There is a clear mood for change! photo Delia Hazrati
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Why | joined the Socialist Party

"AUSTERITY HURTS AND THE
ONLY ALTERNATIVE IS SOCIALISM

Lindsey Morgan
Leicester West Socialist Party

It’s relatively easy to talk about
austerity in terms of numbers. 3.7
million children living in poverty in
the UK, the poorest tenth of the UK
population seeing a 38% decrease
in their net income and the richest
tenth losing the least.

When a paper like the Financial
Times runs a story with the headline
“UK reaches socially acceptable
limits of austerity” it is evident that
the Tory agenda of destroying the
welfare state is underway.

However, on a personal level,
austerity hurts. I joined the Socialist
Party because I realised that none
of the main parties genuinely
represented change and that
austerity and capitalism were both
in part to blame for my misery. After

Donate today!
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my partner of eleven years died and I
became a single parent to a grieving
child, I expected the welfare state to
provide for me and my daughter in
our time of need.

Benefits stopped

Instead all of my benefits were
stopped. My partner died just before
the renewal date for tax credits,
leaving me on an income of £20 child
benefit a week. I was not entitled to
bereavement allowance or widowed
parent allowance because we were
not married.

There was no longer the ability to
get crisis loans to fall back on. I put
a claim in for Employment Support
Allowance in November which did
not pay out until February.

All of my partner’s savings were
spent on sustaining me and my
daughter but because we had
savings I couldn’t get a funeral

SOCIALISM 2017
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trade
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payment, leaving me with a large
debt.

Prior to his death I had been a
struggling student with mental
health issues, desperately trying
to keep going. When I needed the
state the most, after his death, it
abandoned me.

I was found fit for work after
a dreaded Work Capability
Assessment, despite being in the
depths of despair with depression
and anxiety. A man from the
council visited my home only a few
months after his death to check I
hadn’t moved someone in just so
I could continue to get housing
benefit.

Austerity hurts. Austerity kills. The
only alternative to austerity long-
term is an alternative to capitalism
and that lies in socialism, socialist
parties, and the reinvigoration of the
working class.

Follow

us on
Twitter
@Socialist_Party

o of people think
enuinely N
government would

make Britain a better
place to

live” Join us for a

Militant mood against job
cuts at Reading College

On the day before the general elec-
tion, a taste of the mood among
public sector workers was evident
in force, with dozens of workers
at Reading College out on a lunch-
time protest against job cuts.

Their protest was lively, noisy and
energetic, with chants of “No ifs! No
buts! No education cuts!” and pass-
ing drivers tooting their horns in
solidarity.

Unison union activists explained
their case: “We are facing 128 job
cuts, when we are already over-
stretched. This will mean a poor-
er education for students, with larg-
er class sizes, less qualified ‘cheaper’
teachers and falling standards.”

The cuts are being carried out by
Activate Learning which runs col-
leges in Reading, Oxford, Banbury
and Bicester. This squeeze on public
sector workers, the militant mood
on their protest and the noisy sup-
port from passing motorists goes a

long way to explain why the Tories
lost in Reading East.

Reading Socialist Party members
joined the protest in solidarity and
got a warm response to our “Tories
out, Corbyn in!” leaflets. The defeat
of the Tories locally and the loss of
their majority nationally is certain
to give a boost to union members at
Reading College and the view that
these cuts can be stopped.

This fight should be linked up to
all those facing cuts in education,
health, local government and the
private sector, in a national demon-
stration to oppose all cuts.

The Socialist Party gives full sup-
port to this campaign. We call for
an end to the privatisation of edu-
cation, with all colleges returned to
the public sector and provided with
full funding by central government,
to restore jobs and pay, and improve
educational standards for students.
Nick Chaffey

ﬁ Socialist Party Fighting Fund
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weekend of political
discussion on what
that would mean,
how it can be won,
what can we do

*YouGov poll 16 June
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INFLATION: WORKERS LUSE

lain Dalton

The general election campaign has
shown the accumulated anger at
inequality in Britain, the product
of years of austerity. The election
began with the publication of the
Sunday Times rich list, and it ended
with the tragedy of the Grenfell fire.

If more confirmation was needed
about how working class people
are being left behind, then look no
further than the latest evidence
of falling living standards from
the Office for National Statistics.
Inflation rose from 2.7% to 2.9% last
month and year-on-year real pay
levels fell by 0.6% in the January to
March quarter.

In the aftermath of the financial
crisis in March 2008 the average
basic weekly wage was £473, now
it is £458 - we haven’t experienced
a ‘lost decade, we've actually gone

OUT - TIME FOR AGTION

backwards!

When Trade Union Congress
general secretary Francis O’Grady
says in response, “Britain needs
a pay rise, not more pressure on
household budgets’, most workers
will say yes. But they may also ask,
‘when are you going to do some-
thing about it?’

The trade union leaders must give
a lead to people’s frustrations, plac-
ing the unions at the head of the 1
July ‘Tories Out’ demonstration.
Not leaving that mobilisation as an
exercise to simply let off steam, but
as the starting point for a ‘summer
of discontent’

When the Royal College of Nurs-
ing is balloting for strike action for
the first time ever, every trade un-
ionist should be demanding their
union leaders do the same. The
public sector pay cap - which at 1%
is less than the pitiful 1.7% average
pay increase in the first quarter of
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2017 - needs smashing.

But poverty wages in the private
sector must be tackled too, especial-
ly those workers squeezed by the gig
economy and zero-hour contracts.

When the Tories talk about ‘strong
employment’ figures, this includes
people with insecure hours and on
low pay, and unemployed workers
forced into ‘non-jobs’ that can leave
them financially worse off than the
dole.

Successful mobilisations of pub-
lic sector workers will give those in
the private sector confidence too,
including currently unorganised
workers.

The latter can follow in the foot-
steps of Deliveroo, Uber Eats and
other casualised workers of saying
no more low pay and job insecurity,
demanding the scrapping of zero-
hour contracts, and the immediate
implementation of a £10 an hour
minimum wage.

The have-yachts and the have- nots

m Trade unions must lead fightback |

Anti-poverty think tank the Resolu-
tion Foundation has added to an
accumulating body of evidence on
the ever-widening wealth gap in
Britain.

According to its recent report, just
1% of the population own 14% of the
country’s wealth (nb the declared
income and assets of the super-rich)
or a mind-blowing £1.554 trillion!
Yet the poorest 15% of adults own
nothing or have negative wealth be-
cause of deepening debt.

Low incomes, combined with pay
caps and pay freezes, zero-hours
employment, benefit cuts and soar-
ing rents, have all played a part in
impoverishing an increasing pro-
portion of adults in Britain.

In addition, the collapse in
home ownership among the poor-
est half of the population since
the onset of the financial crash in
2008 has dramatically widened the
wealth gap.

Overall, the average wealth of
an adult has fallen from £99,000 in
2006-08 to £84,000 in 2012-14 ac-
cording the Resolution Founda-
tion’s report.

As the Socialist previously re-
ported, the richest 1,000 individu-
als in the UK again saw their total
wealth rise - by 14% last year to
£658 billion. In contrast, the Trade
Union Congress found that be-
tween 2007 and 2015, real wages
fell by 10.4%, the biggest decline in
the developed countries - matched
only by Greece.

Little wonder then that the Tories,
with their repeated austerity mes-
sage, lost a parliamentary majority
in the general election.

Like Socialist

Party on
Facebook

Just 1% of the
population own 14% of
the country’s wealth
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Open University
facing huge cuts

m Fight for free education

Caroline Vincent

The Open University has announced
a technological overhaul, which will
involve making £100 million of cuts,
nearly a quarter of its £425 million
budget. The consequences of this
‘streamlining’ will inevitably be job
losses, and the closure of courses
that are not considered profitable
enough.

This is despite significant fee
hikes. A module which would have
cost £700 in 2012 now costs £2,864!
The result of such prohibitively high
fees has been a drop in the number
of part-time students, which has
fallen by a third since 2010.

A vicious cycle is now occurring,
where the fall in student numbers
is being used as an excuse to make
cuts and axe jobs, which in turn re-
sults in reduced access to education
for adult learners.

In justifying these ‘savings’ Pe-
ter Horrocks, the vice chancellor
(who commands an annual salary
of £235,000), claimed: “We were

disruptive and revolutionary in
our use of technology in 1969 and,
as we approach our 50th year, we
intend to be disruptive and revo-
lutionary again..”! It certainly will
be disruptive; to the staff who face
uncertainty for their jobs, and to
students whose subjects may be
culled.

Jeremy Corbyn pledged to make
education free. When interviewed
by NME magazine (see page 14)
he said: “The Open University is
the most incredible institution we
have, one of the best in this country.
I think it’s absolutely fantastic and
I want to properly fund the Open
University as I want to make sure
that other adult education colleges
are properly funded”

The prospect of accumulating
crippling debt is a big deterrent
for working class people wishing
to continue studying beyond
school. Jeremy Corbyn is right
that education should be free and
accessible for everybody, regardless
of age and background - not just for
the privileged few.
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The Pentrich uprising

REVOLUTION AND COUNTER-REVG

N 19th CENTURY BRITAIN

Jon Dale
Mansfield Socialist Party

he pretty Derbyshire vil-
lage of Pentrich shows
few signs today of its in-
dustrial past. But on 9
June 1817 over 200 armed
workers marched from there to-
wards Nottingham. Miners, quar-
rymen, ironworkers, knitters, farm
labourers - they believed they were
part of a national uprising to over-
throw the government, win univer-
sal votes and install a provisional
government that would feed all.

Workers in 1817 had many rea-
sons to rebel. Discharged soldiers
and sailors roamed the country,
penniless and homeless. The Brit-
ish ruling class had used them while
threatened by the French revolution
and Napoleon’s armies. Once no
longer needed, ex-servicemen were
treated abominably.

Mechanisation of agriculture and
common land enclosure was turn-
ing farm workers into day labourers
- paid if there was work, starving if
there wasn’t - the zero-hour con-
tracts of the time.

Machines in factories were dis-
placing knitting frames in workers’
homes. Overproduction slashed
pay. The Framework Knitters Un-
ion, formed in 1812, won minimum
wage rates in 1814 and campaigned
against ‘truck’ payment - workers
paid with goods sold (for a profit) by
their employer. Three union leaders
were then sentenced to a month’s
hard labour.

The Luddite movement smashed
factory knitting frames during 1810-

16, including in Derbyshire villages
around Pentrich. 3,000 attended the
funeral of an executed Nottingham
Luddite. Six more were executed
and three transported to Australia.
The Framework Knitters Union
leader pleaded for their lives and
was himself imprisoned from April
to November 1817.

A massive volcanic eruption in
Indonesia made 1816 “a year with-
out summer” Bread and potato
prices doubled. Huge protest meet-
ings called for parliamentary voting
rights.

Class struggle

The government sent more troops
to the Midlands and North than the
Duke of Wellington had used in the
Peninsular War. Tory Prime Minis-
ter Margaret Thatcher similarly sent
thousands of police into the coal-
fields during the 1984-85 miners’
strike.

Lord Liverpool’s Tory government
stood for “tranquillity and harmo-
ny” - aristocracy at the top of society
and poor at the bottom, accepting
their lot without complaint.

Britain is often claimed to be the
oldest parliamentary democracy.
In 1817 fewer than 3% of the popu-
lation had the vote. Birmingham,
Manchester and Leeds had no MPs.
One ‘rotten borough’ of 32 people
had two!

‘Hampden Clubs’ were set up
from 1812, campaigning for votes
for all householders and annual
parliamentary elections (instead of
seven-yearly). Like many other in-
dustrial towns and villages, Pentrich
had its own Hampden Club.

A national petition gained 500,000
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signatures. It was handed in at the
opening of parliament in January
1817 - and ignored. The Prince Re-
gent’s coach was then attacked and
awindow broken.

Encouraging the demonstrators
was William Oliver, a government
spy and agent provocateur.

The 1789 French revolution still
terrified the British ruling class. The
Seditious Meetings Act of March
1817 banned public gatherings
over 50 unless officially authorised.
Parts of this act remained law until
Thatcher’s 1986 Public Order Act,
which still gives a senior police of-
ficer power to restrict numbers tak-
ing part in a public assembly.

On 5 May Oliver told a delegates’
meeting in Wakefield that 70,000
Londoners would support an
uprising, urging those present to
organise for 9 June. Other delegates
estimated they could turn out
150,000 from Birmingham and
90,000 from Manchester.

In fact some ‘delegates’ at the
meeting had no authority to be
there and these figures were totally
made up. Home Secretary Lord Sid-
mouth planned for the 9 June upris-
ing to justify further repression.

Oliver went back to the Home Of-
fice and then to Sheffield, where he
tried to incite an uprising at a meet-
ing with claims that 140,000 Lon-
doners would join them if they did.

Deception

At a Nottingham meeting on 6 June
he argued: “They were ready to rise
in Birmingham, Sheffield and many
parts of the North, and that if Not-
tingham, Derby and Leicester did
notrise, they would deceive the oth-
er parts” In fact, the deception was
all Oliver’s.

The Pentrich committee chose
framework knitter Jeremiah Bran-
dreth to lead the march to Not-
tingham. Addressing a meeting on
8 June, he urged every man “must
turn out and fight for bread. The
time is come you plainly see, the
government opposed must be”
The following night in heavy rain,
the marchers set out armed with
scythes, pitchforks, sticks and a few
guns.

The next morning the Light Dra-
goons were waiting to arrest them.
A report described a “picture of
despair and wretchedness, none of
them seeming to be above the rank
of labourers or working mechanics.”

A grand jury - of landowners,
slave-owners and industrialists -
decided the prisoners would face
charges of treason. Oliver’s role was
covered up. Trial juries were packed

Lord
Liverpool’s
Tory
government
stood for
“tranquillity
and
harmony” -
aristocracy
at the top
of society
and poor at
the bottom,
accepting
their lot
without
complaint
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Luddite leader “General” Ned Ludd i
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with country gentry.

Three leaders were executed by
hanging and then beheading. The
Prince Regent ‘mercifully’ decreed
the dead bodies should not then be
quartered. Others were imprisoned
and 14 transported to Australia for
life.

Margaret Thatcher once said:
“The idea that all are equal under
the law is deeply rooted in our dem-
ocratic systems and nowhere else.”
The Pentrich uprising showed the
opposite, as did Thatcher herself.
All the forces of the state protected
the ruling class’s interests against
growing working class demands for
democratic rights.

The capitalist state still defends
big business. Agent provocateurs
and undercover police have been
used in anti-capitalist demonstra-
tions, anti-racist and environmental
campaigns and socialist organisa-
tions. But the working class today is
far stronger than the Pentrich work-
ers 200 years ago.

East Midlands Socialist Party

B 200 years since the Pentrich
revolution - lessons for today for
the struggle for democratic and trade
union rights

B Rebellion - Then and Now

Speakers: Dave Nellist, Coventry
Labour MP 1983-92 and Socialist
Party national committee

Jon Dale, Mansfield Socialist Party

Sunday 25 June, 1pm

Pentrich Village Hall, Main Road,
Pentrich, Ripley, Derbyshire DE5 3RE

Refreshments available

Framed: A
Hisorical novel
about the revolt
of the Luddites -
Christy Fearn
£10

The making

of the English
working class -
EP Thompson
£20

Payable to
Socialist Books
Add 10%
postage

Left Books, PO
Box 24697,
London E11
1YD

020 8988
8789
bookshop@
socialistparty.
org.uk
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B Grenfell - a monument
to this rotten system

The horror of the Grenfell Tower fire - in
the area where | was born and where
my sister still lives - has left me sad but
also very angry.

| grew up there in a squalid slum, four
families sharing one bathroom, an out-
side toilet and no hot water. It was one
of the poorest areas in the country. A
mile up the hill lived some of the richest
people in the world.

Lancaster West (where Grenfell Tower
is) and Kensal New Town estates were
built to clear awful slums, | remember
them being built. But locals said at the
time that they were just building new
concrete slums.

| joined the Labour Party Young So-
cialists and Militant (now the Socialist
Party) because of my class hatred for
the system which benefited the rich and
condemned us to poverty.

Grenfell Tower is a monument to dec-
ades of cuts under Thatcher, Blair,
Cameron, etc. It is a man-made disas-
ter, a slaughter of working class people,
killed because of the quest for corpo-
rate profit.

It is 40 years since | left that area yet
North Kensington/Notting Dale is still
one of the poorest areas in Britain -
nearly 60% child poverty - while the
super-rich still live at the top of the hill
and are even richer.

Don’t get angry, get even. Let's ensure
that those responsible for these deaths
are jailed. But also it is the whole rotten
system of capitalism that’s to blame.
Let’'s sweep away this system and build
a new socialist order, based on the type
of human solidarity that the people of
North Kensington have shown in re-
sponse to the deaths.

John Reid

Lambeth & South West London
Socialist Party and RMT union

B Portugal fire disaster

- no more cuts!

More than 60 people dead in a huge
forest fire in Portugal. They say it was
unforeseeable and unavoidable, but
year after year these tragedies are re-
peated.

Fire and emergency services have been
depleted and cut to the bone through
years of austerity, with brave firefighters
being left to fend for their communities
with a surreal lack of resources.

The lack of agrarian reform has left vast
swathes of rural areas in the hands of
private interests which are only about
profit, not about maintaining and taking
care of the forest to avoid this.

Every year tragedies like this happen in
Portugal and we mourn the firefighters
and ordinary people that perished and
lost everything to the flames.

Every year the same empty words from
capitalists and every year nothing

changes. We need to mourn, but we

8 Letters/Readers’ comment

@

The Socialist Inbox

Do you have something to say?

B Send your news, views and criticism in no more than 150 words
to editors@socialistparty.org.uk - or if you're not online,
Socialist Inbox, PO Box 24697, London E11 1YD

need to organise to stop this happening
again and again and again.

Solidarity with the people of Pedrogao
and Figueir6, and with all the firefighters
currently fighting the blaze. No more cuts
in fire, emergency and civil protection
services.

Joao Félix

Cardiff West Socialist Party

I Corbyn hope leads
to ‘youthquake’

“The landscape of politics in the UK has
changed for ever” is how the editorial in
the NME describes the situation in Brit-
ain after 8 June. “Sometimes defeat can
feel like victory... a new hope spread
across the UK”.

The main cover of the previous issue had
a kindly and confident Jeremy Corbyn
looking into the camera and the words:
“We offer hope”. In that issue, the editor-
in-chief, Mike Williams, admits to having
changed his mind about Corbyn. Among
other things, “his silence during the Brex-
it campaigning annoyed me”.

H The Iron Heel

H leftbooks.co.uk

by Jack London, £6

B The Handmaid’s Tale T“{ .
by Margaret Atwood, £9 “AHEMMB 3
H Plus P&P TALE

RET ATWOOD,

H 020 8988 8789 N -

But “when he calls for a better funded
NHS and more support for teachers, and
says he’s scrapping tuition fees and zero-
hour contracts, he’s promising us exactly
what we want: a fairer and more inclu-
sive country”.

The post-election edition declares: “Two-
thirds of young voters moved to reject the
establishment - no wonder they’re calling
it a ‘youthquake’”.

In the pre-election editorial, Mike Wil-
liams quotes Bob Dylan’s famous warn-
ing that “the times they are a-changing!”
For some of us in the older generation,
we can only greet with enthusiasm the
“youthquake” and look to a far brighter
future to follow, as the new generation
takes up the struggle for socialism.
Clare Doyle

Hackney Socialist Party

B A dystopian vision

Watch the ‘Handmaid’s Tale’ (Channel 4)
if you get the time. It is a dystopian vision
of a DUP-style government transferred
to an American context. Yet the original
Margaret Atwood book was written in the
1980s. Prescient fiction or a warning?

In the series, the religious right have
seized power using terrorism as a pre-
text. Jack London’s book ‘The Iron Heel’
warned against this possibility.

Moreover the Nazis used the burning of

the Reichstag as just such a pretext. |

won'’t give any more spoilers. Just watch
it and see how a patriarchal homophobic
agenda works out in practice.

Derek McMillan

Brighton Socialist Party
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Jeremy Corbyn

on the election

that will define
our futures
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We reserve the right to shorten and edit letters. Don’t forget to give your
name, address and phone number. Confidentiality will be respected if
requested.
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French elections P
Time to build a [W'ha.twesta.ndforj
fighting left alternative

The Socialist Party fights for socialism - a democratic society run for the
needs of all and not the profits of a few. We also oppose every cut, fighting in
our day-to-day campaigning for every possible improvement for working class
people. The organised working class has the potential power to stop the cuts
and transform society.

As capitalism dominates the globe, the struggle for genuine socialism must
be international. The Socialist Party is part of the Committee for a Workers’

Clare Doyle
Committee for a Workers’
International (CWI)

The ‘sweeping victory’ for La Ré-
publique En Marche! (REM) - party
of neoliberal president Emmanuel
Macron - in the second round of
parliamentary elections on 18 June,
is not the resounding victory it
might appear.

While REM got 308 MPs out of
577, plus 42 for its allies in the Dem-
ocratic Movement (MoDem), its
vote is considerably short of what
was anticipated and it does not hide
the fact that the government has
only got the support of a minority of
the French electorate.

Many votes for REM in the presi-
dential election were cast only to
stop far-right Marine le Pen’s Front
National (FN) from winning.

At over 57%, the abstention rate
was a record high and greater in
working class and poorer areas.
Roughly 10% of those going to the
polling stations cast blank votes or
spoiled their ballot papers.

Nonetheless, with a clear parlia-
mentary working majority, Macron
intends to attack workers’ rights.

The fear of the ruling class - ex-
pressed in the media - is that the
main battles of the working class
with the government will now open
up outside parliament.

Socialist Party

The previously ruling ‘Socialist’
Party (PS) lost about 90% of its
280 parliamentary seats, ending
up with just 29! Its first secretary -
Jean-Christophe Cambadélis - an-
nounced his resignation as polls

closed, warning of the terminal de-
cline of the party.

Jean-Luc Mélenchon, leader
of the left formation FI (France
Insoumise), was  comfortably
elected in his Marseilles con-
stituency with 59% of the vote in
the second round. But his party
was only able to field candidates in
just over 70 constituencies (one in
eight) and had no agreement from
the Communist Party not to stand
in the same constituencies.

However, with a real remobilisa-
tion in many constituencies, FI got
a total of 883,786 votes and 17 depu-
ties - enough to form an official par-
liamentary group.

Immediately after the result,
Mélenchon made a call for
“resistance” to Macron’s plans for
attacking the country’s labour law,
its welfare state provisions and jobs.
“Not one metre of terrain in relation
to social rights will be ceded without
a fight!” he declared.

The Communist Party’s vote
dropped by nearly two thirds, its
final representation remained at
ten seats. The FN went from
two to eight seats, including
Marine le Pen - the FN
leader - who got into par-
liament for the first time.

But Le Pen’s right-
hand man, Florian
Philippot, was not
elected and the party
does not have enough
MPs to form a group in
the assembly. The vote
for the FN was far less than
expected.

Coming to the end of this
year’s tumultuous electoral bat-
tles does not mean a calm period

MathieuMD/CC §

ahead in France. As Gauche Révolu-
tionnaire (CWI in France) has said,
the next round will be on the streets.

B This article can be read in full
on socialistworld.net

B See also last week’s article on
France on socialistparty.org.uk

International (CWI), a socialist international that organises in over 40

countries.

Our demands include:

PUBLIC SERVICES

M No to ALL cuts in jobs, public
services and benefits. Defend our
pensions.

M No to privatisation and the Private
Finance Initiative (PFl). Renationalise
all privatised utilities and services,
with compensation paid only on the
basis of proven need.

M Fully fund all services and

run them under accountable,
democratic committees that include
representatives of service workers
and users.

M Free, publicly run, good quality
education, available to all at any age.
Abolish university tuition fees now
and introduce a living grant. No to
academies and ‘free schools’!

M A socialist NHS to provide for
everyone’s health needs - free at the
point of use and under democratic
control. Kick out private contractors!
M Keep council housing publicly
owned. For a massive building
programme of publicly owned
housing, on an environmentally
sustainable basis, to provide good
quality homes with low rents.

WORK AND INCOME

M Trade union struggle to increase
the minimum wage to £10 an hour
without exemptions as an immediate
step towards a real living wage. For
an annual increase in the minimum
wage linked to average earnings.
Scrap zero-hours contracts.

M All workers, including part-timers,
temps, casual and migrant workers
to have trade union rates of pay,
employment protection, and sickness
and holiday rights from day one of
employment.

B An immediate 50% increase in the
state retirement pension, as a step
towards a living pension.

M Reject ‘workfare’. For the right to
decent benefits, education, training,
or a job, without compulsion.

M Scrap the anti-trade union

laws! For fighting trade unions,
democratically controlled by their
members. Full-time union officials to
be regularly elected and receive no
more than a worker’s wage. Support
the National Shop Stewards Network.
B A maximum 35-hour week with no
loss of pay.

ENVIRONMENT

M Major research and investment into
replacing fossil fuels with renewable
energy and into ending the problems
of early obsolescence and un-
recycled waste.

M Public ownership of the energy
generating industries. No to nuclear
power. No to Trident.

M A democratically planned, low-fare,
publicly owned transport system,

as part of an overall plan against
environmental pollution.

RIGHTS

M Oppose discrimination on the
grounds of race, gender, disability,
sexuality, age, and all other forms of
prejudice.

M Repeal all laws that trample over
civil liberties. For the right to protest!
End police harassment.

M Defend abortion rights. For a
woman’s right to choose when and
whether to have children.

M For the right to asylum. No to racist
immigration laws.

M For the right to vote at 16.

MASS WORKERS’ PARTY

M For a mass workers’ party drawing
together workers, young people

and activists from workplace,
community, environmental and anti-
war campaigns, to provide a fighting,
political alternative to the pro-big
business parties.

SOCIALISM AND
INTERNATIONALISM

M No to imperialist wars and
occupations.

M Tax the super-rich! For a socialist
government to take into public
ownership the top 150 companies
and the banking system that
dominate the British economy, and
run them under democratic working
class control and management.
Compensation to be paid only on the
basis of proven need.

B A democratic socialist plan of
production based on the interests of
the overwhelming majority of people,
and in a way that safeguards the
environment.

M No to the bosses’ neoliberal
European Union! For a socialist
Europe and a socialist world!

Join the fightback!
Join the Socialists!

www.socialistparty.org.uk

02089888777

@Socialist_party & Text 07761 818206 ¢ /CWISocialistParty
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Mike Forster

Chair, Hands Off HRI

(personal capacity)
ncertainty and insta-
bility has gripped the
entire  establishment
and the government.
The Tories’ failure to

secure a mandate - as well as the Jer-

emy Corbyn surge - has given huge
confidence to health service cam-

paigners up and down the country.

New legislation is not required to
continue with the Tories’ plans for
the NHS but they no longer have
the political will or the confidence
to push it through. This will not stop
proposed closures, cuts or some pri-
vatisations but hopefully will slow
them down.

The key to our drive to save the
NHS will be huge mobilisations on

the 1 July ‘Tories out’ demonstration
and also on the NHS 69th birthday
on 5 July.

Health Campaigns Together,
along with the People’s Assembly
and Keep Our NHS Public, is now
officially working with the TUC to
mobilise for both events. This will
help maintain momentum and keep
the pressure up on the government.
Birthday events
Local areas are now finalising plans
for birthday events in every area to-

gether with NHS union members.
All this will help build local alliances

of workers, community campaigns
and the public, which can act as a
battering ram to keep all hospitals
open and safeguard services.

Hands Off HRI will be mobilis-
ing for the 1 July demonstration
in London and marching with the
health bloc to keep the whole issue
of health service cuts to the fore.

- Our local clinical commissioning
group (CCQG) is due to release its fi-

nal draft business case to shut our
A&E and will meet council officers
on 21 July.

Not only are we building local
protests for the meeting but we have

|
¥ ’ o our legal team on standby to pick
; 1 apart their plans and, if required,
e " take them to court. We have built up

a war chest of £50,000 and will con-
tinue fundraising to keep that chest
topped up.

Ongoing community support
remains critical to the morale and
confidence of our campaign. Hud-

National
[ : dersfield continues to offer great
D e m 0 n Stratl O n FORC N'S - support and will fight to the end to
[ POLICIES ~y save local hospital services.
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M Join the Hands Off HRI ‘party
in the park’ at Greenhead Park,
Huddersfield, midday-8pm,

Saturday 1 July, 12pm, T g Saturday 24 June
BBC Broadcasting House, :
Portland Place, London,
W1A 1AA. March to
Parliament Square

97%771366"962103
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