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We've devoted a good deal of space 
in T h e  Anlericau Fly Fisher to the 
search for the origins of various 
fly fishing practices: saltwater sport, 
floating flies, bass fishing, and so 
on. There's something exciting 
about the idea of having been the 

first to hook a bonefish on a fly, something 
of pioneering to have been first to cast a 
fly on some unnamed Rocky Mountain 
lake. But there's more to this business of 
looking for origins than a mere search for 
primacy, or a quest for new heroes. 

Take our ongoing examination of the 
origins of the floating fly. It's now clear 
tha; Americans played around with float- 
ing flies for thirty or more years before 
IIalford's book was published in England. 
What we used to think of as an "invention," 
a self-conscious effort to keep a fly afloat, 
we now are seeing as a natural and occa- 
sional practice in various parts of this coun- 
try and England. This  is good news of a 
sort, because it is insulting to fishermen of 
the past to assume that only one or two 
out of all of them had the wherewithal to 
think of floating flies. It's also good news 

Firsts 
because it makes our history just that much 
more interesting and complicated. IIardly 
anything in fly fishing has been so revolu- 
tionary that it could be called an invention, 
especially an invention that could be traced 
to any one person. 

The occasional mentions of floating flies 
in English and American writings before 
1850 serve to prove that fishermen were 
bright enough in many places to fish both 
wet and dry. Other mentions tell us that 
they also understood the principle of the 
streamer, and the importance of imitating 
terrestrials. They understood refraction, 
and they fished in salt water. They were 
in many ways as much like us as the tech- 
nology of the times would allow. We tend 
to think of people from earlier centuries 
as walking around in a flat, black-and- 
white (at best sepia) world when in fact 
they were just as astute and intelligent as 
we are. 

There is another element to the search 
for "firsts," and it involves what the "pio- 
neer" in question did with the new prac- 
tice. It means a great deal more to us if we 
can prove that an angler fly fishing in 

Florida in 1870 told his friends. Then he 
is not an isolated incident; he is the begin- 
ning of something bigger. And that process 
of communication, that transfer of ideas, 
is, after all, what we most wish to under- 
stand better. Did Charles Orvis develop 
his narrow, upright, ventilated fly reel-a 
milestone in reel construction-simply 
because it seemed like a good idea? Prob- 
ably not; more likely he noticed the quicker 
winding capacity of narrow-spool trolling 
reels. Just as probably, being a good me- 
chanic, he applied what he knew about 
pulleys and gears to the winding of fishing 
line. 

The  thought processes behind our fish- 
ing practices are just as complex as those 
behind our fishing philosophies. Figuring 
out who did something first is often a matter 
of figuring out where an idea, or a tech- 
nique, or a design first surfaced for public 
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Vision 
on sight and seeing 

by Preston Jennings 
I11 thi,s, our third selec!iot~ fro111 the 
u~~/~uhli .shed ~rtci~~u.scri/rt of T h e  1;ish 
atitl The I;ly, the late Presto11 .Jell- 
I I  ~ I I R "  es/~lore.s !he rttecha~~ ics r111d Oiol- 
o,yv . of . tli.si011. H e  s~c,q;g.e.s!s, ( I I I I ~ I I , ~  

other thi~l,ys, a reaso~l ulh? the oltl sau8 
. about /is11 /ryfenirl,y rctl a ~ ~ d  /~ur/rle  
Ilcrc~.s 111av h a w  reasor1 for 0eit1,y so u'itlel\l 
helierletl. 

This 111ate1-ial u1a.s ill a / ~ p a r c ~ ~ t l ~ ~ / ~ r ~ a l  I I I ~ I I I ~ -  
scrijrt ,for111, t~enl!\j !tl/retl arltl set asicle it1 o 
l(yh t hi11 tle,; i11 t1icrrti11,g. that it tc1a.s /,rohahlr~ 

J E I I ~ ~ I I R S : ~  fi'11a1 tAo~r,c-hts or1 the suh;ectI;)r the . . 
hook. We h a t ~  rt~atle otllv tili~lor etlitorial 
cl~ctr~,ye.s ill 111ost (!f the test, hirt horv tleletetl (I  

hrief tliscussio~~ of the e[fec!s of Ier~~/)era!icrc 411 

/is11 r~isio~r; that di.scles.sio~l has becot~le outtlatetl 
mt~tl error1cou.s e11ou,?11 to (lo i~ljusticc to the 
I ~ I ~ I I I ~ I : ~  ?f the airthor. 

M'e thar~k I l c  Stctle11 S C / I U ~ ~ C I : I ~ ,  C h e ~ r ~ i s t , : ~  
I)e/)nrt~t~er~l ,  P;a.ster~l i2licl1(yrr11 l I ~ l i t ~ r s i ! v ,  f i r  
hi,$ cnrcfirl retlicrc' O/ the rrla~~u.scri/rt (!f this 
chapter Atltl, cis alulce~~s, ule thank Alrs. Presto11 

, J e t l ~ ~ i ~ ~ , y . s f o r  preserl!itl,y the Museur~l ulitl~ the 
I'restorl , J e ~ i ~ i i ~ ~ , y s  papers, arlcl Museut11 Trustee 
Nick I,vot~.s for I~is,yuidat~ce ill the prepamtion 
of !he t,ln~~u.scrip! for puhlicatiotl. 

P. S. 

A man once asked Thomas Edison to 
explain the nature of electricity, to which 
Mr. Edison is reported to havc replied, 
"Well sir, there arc at least two things 
a l ~ o r ~ t  which I know nothing. I d o  not 
know of what electricity consists, ant1 I (lo 
not know when a trout will rise to a fly." 

When it comes to the question of vi- 
sion, man's knowledge is also rather lim- 
ited. We can, however, take a look at sotile 
of the mechanical apparatus by which 
vision is accoml~lishcd aiitl l~crhaps ad- 
vancr some theory as to how this mccha- 
nism works even i f  we cannot at present 
coml~rchcnd the entire process. 

T h c  act of sceing, o r  what wc call 
vision, may be divided into two phases: 

the first, mechanical apparatus and, the 
second, the mentality of the user of that 
apparatus. 

It is a rather well established fact that 
children havc to be taught to see and 
appreciate colors, and to distinguish be- 
tween the different shades of colors, and 
no doubt this same condition exists 
throughout the entire animal kingdom. 
Certainly small trout d o  not have the sense 
of discrimination that older fish have, and 
in my opinion trout learn from experience 
to distinguish between what is food and 
what is fraud by an appreciation of not 
only size and form but color as well. 

I know how difficult it is to fool large 

opposite: a Catskill broultl taken h.v Preston 
,/ell 11i11,y.s. heloul:, Je11r1 i11g.s > O U ~ I I  draulir~g of 
11i.s tatlk for s t ~ r d ~ ~ i t ~ , y ~ f l i e s f r o ~ ~ ~  thefi.sh> 
perspec!itle. 



experienced fish and how simple it is to 
&out  and catch pennywasters. I would 
like to stress the words "experienced fish" 
for the reason that many large fish have 
spent their lives in a hatchery and are ac- 
customed to being fed, hence they are not 
"experienced" in selecting food but rather 
have to eat what is thrown to them. Again, 
a fish living in a hatchery tank has a great 
deal of competition. It has to grab food 
quickly at feeding time or else go hungry. 
For instance, at the New York Sportsman's 
Show there is always a tank of hatchery 
trout from which some five-year old child, 
with the assistance of an expert fly-caster, 
hooks and lands a trout to the amazement 
of the multitude! Trout-fishing difficult? 
Not at all; a five-year old can d o  it! T h e  
Greeks had a word for this too. 

It seems logical to me to assume that 
under stream conditions much of a trout's 
education consists in the development of 
vision and the use of vision in the selection 
of food. 

From purely a mechanical standpoint, 
both the eye of man and the eye of fish 
have been developed to meet the require- 
ments of the indi"idua1 in their respective 
environments. Man cannot see well under 
water, and it may be presumed that a trout 
cannot see well out of water. This has 
nothing to d o  with the mentality of either, 

left: Mrs. , J e ~ ~ ? ~ i n g s  ulith orre of Preston i .salr?ro?~, probablv in the 1940s. 
aboz~e: Mr.7. ,Je i r r~ i~~gs ,  Ken Reid (Chicueyo sporls utriler). He1e11 Baile!, 
Preston Je?lni71gs, and Darr Railev a[  the Rail? i cat17p irr Mo?lta?ra. 

but rather it has to d o  with the mechanical 
design of the eye itself. 

Both the eye of man and the eye of fish 
may be compared to a camera, as both 
have a lens, or rather a series of lenses, 
which gathers light and converges it to a 
focal point on a screen which is sensitive 
to light. In both cases there is also a dark 
screen behind the sensitive one, which 
dark screen serves to prevent any visible 
light from being reflected, thereby causing 
interference with the formation of a sharp 
or  clear image on the sensitive plate.  his 
is the basis of the mechanical side of vision. 

White light is broken or  refracted into 
its component parts when it passes oblique- 
ly from one medium to a heavier one, 
such as from air to water. A similar condi- 
tion exists in the case of the human eye, 
for light must pass from air into the watery 
portion of the eye (vitreous humor) be- 
fore it can strike o r  register an image on 
the sensitive screen called the retina: 

One prism will refract white light, and 
a second prism will unite again the colored 
rays forming white light. This is what 
happens when light passes through the 
series of lenses in the eye. 

The  cornea, o r  outer lens, acts as a di- 
verging lens, while the crystalline lens 
acts as a converging lens and their densi- 
ties are such that white light enters the 

eye and is converged to a focal point with- 
out being separated or  broken by any 
action of the eye. 

A similar condition exists in the eye of 
a fish. Iiowever, the densities of the vari- 
ous parts vary considerably from the hu- 
man eye because light entering the eye of 
a fish enters from water, which has the 
same refractive index as the watery part of 
the eye. Ilence, thr  only correction this 
eye has to make is to compensate for the 
slight refraction that takes place when 
white rays are bent o r  converged to a focal 
point. 

It is apparent that both the human eye 
and the fish eye are designed to permit 
the entry of light from the respective ele- 
ments of air and water without any refrac- 
tion taking place. Makers of optical lenses 
have been able to accomplish even more 
difficult tasks, for in the case of optical in- 
struments white light has to pass from air 
through dense glass and then to air again, 
and then converge to a focal point without 
being refracted. This they have been able 
to d o  by using a diverging lens and a 
converging lens made of two different 
types of glass, each type having a different 
index of refraction. 

In comparing the human eye with the 
eye of a brown trout several important 
differences may be noted. 



Prestotl , / e t l ~ l i ~ ~ g s  ijascitlatiotl u~itlz refractio~~ 
n~ici the effects 0 1 1  l (~11t  as it pas.sec1 frot~l one 
ti~etlitrtt~ to a ~ l o t l ~ e r  led hilt1 to huilcl th1.s tank 
for zlie111i11,y ~ / I I J I , ~ . S / ~ ~ J J I  t11e fis11 :s poitl t o f  
tieul. Ahozje i.s 011e qf his /~hoto,~rnph.s of a 
dish beit1,g "split" h-v i t ~ l ~ ~ l e r s i o n  ill the water. 

First. T h e  outer lens o r  cornea in the 
human  eye is curved, while in the fish's 
eye it is nearly flat. 

Secot~ci: T h e  inner  o r  crystalline lens in 
the human cy r  is flattened while in the 
fish's eye it is spherical. Apart from any 
question of color correction that both types 
of lenses accomplish, i t  would appear that 
the eye of the fish has been t lrvrloped so 
that the shape o f t h c  cornea o r  outer lens 
woulcl confor111 to the general shape of the 
fish's head ,  and thereby carry out the 
gc~ le ra l  scheme of streamline form which 
is the most efficient for swimming. Fish 
have n o  eyelicls, h r t ~ c e  their  eye has n o  
protection other than to conform to the 
contour of the 1)ocIy structure that encloses 
it. 

TI~ircl: For adjusting thc~ focal point the 
human eye has a series of musclcs attached 
to the outer edges of thc crystalline Irns; 
hence, when th r  ey r  is at rest wr have 
what is known as a far-sighted vision: but, 
when we want to examinrs an  object closr,ly 
o r  read a book thcsc nlnscles contract, clr-  
creasing the thickness of thcb crystalline 
lens and focr~sitlg it for short vision. In  
the case of the fish n single mr~sclc  is at- 
tached to t h r  crystalline Icns. ;und though 
thc fish is also normally fat--sighted it c:un, 
when it tlcsircs, contract this mrtsclc, mov- 
ing the crystalline Icns closrt- to the rctina. 

A short focus is thus obtained. In both 
instances, viz., the human eye and the eye 
of the fish, the light passing through these 
Irnscs is transmitted through the colorless 
watery fluid (vitreous humor )  that fills 
the central portion of the eye and is regis- 
trretl on  the sc,nsitive screen o r  retina. 

Fourth: In  the human eye the retina 
tloes not extend toward the front of the 
rye  as far as it docs in the fish. Th i s  leads 
me to believe that the fish has a much 
wider angle of vision than man. It would 
sc.em necessary for a fish to have a wide 
angle of vision because it is open to attack 
from all sides and if it is to survive in a 
worlcl where big fish eat little fish it must 
be able to keep a weather eye peeled in all 

- - .-.. .- .- .- J 
directions at all times. 

In  a horizontal plane trout probably 
have monocular vision, that is they can 
see with either eye.  Th i s  area of monocu- 
lar vision must also include much of a 
vertical plane as well, as either eye covers 
almost at1 entire hemisphere. This  particu- 
lar apti tude works to great advantage in a 
strong light; the fish can have one eye 
blinded by the light and still see perfectly 
well in a direction away from the source 
of light with the other eye. Th i s  fact can 
serve the fly-fisher in good stead, for if 
the location of a fish is definitely known 
the fly-fisher can take advantage of the 
direct light that blinds the fish for conceal- 
i ng  his own presence, and at the same 



LYON t. COULSON o o Fine Fishing and Hunting Equipment BUFFALO 

&Q& Preston J. J e n n i n g s m  
IRIS NO. 1 STREAMER FLY 

(Patcnf P l , ~ r d i r ~ g )  
Preston J. Jcnnings, internationally 

known fl - sherman and author of "A 
BOOK FLIESy has designed a 
streamer based upon sound scientific 
principles. 

After exhaustive tests on  open fishing 
waters, by the designer as well as the offi- 
cials of Lyon & Coulson, this fly is offcr- 
ed exclusively by Lyon & Coulson as "Jcn- 
nings Iris No. 1" (Patents Pending). 

In regard t o  the theory behind the de- 
sign of this fly, Mr. Jcnnings writes: "Light 
entering the water from an acute angle is 
bent or refracted a t  the surface of the water. 
This bending causes sunlight to split into 
the basic colored lights which form sun- 
light. Minnows and other small fish, 
which are the regular diet of game fish, 
feeding near the surface are normally il- Mr. Preston J. Jennings 

luminated by these colored lights. The  "Jennings Iris No. 1" design is my 
impression of how a small fish would appear t o  'a game fish when viewed in 
this refracted light. 

"In actual practice, which is of more interest to  the fisherman than 
theory, 'Jennings Iris No. 1' streamer has produced record catches, wherever 
used. I t  has killed Eastern Brook, Brown, and Rainbow Trout ,  Sea-run Trout ,  
and Atlantic Salmon." 

Just a word as t o  the use of this fly: Since it  is designed to suggest a min- 
now or  other small fish, i t  should be cast a t  right angles to  the stream and be 
retrieved in short jerks; in  lakes or still water the line should be stripped in 
at  the end of the cast, with occasional pauses so that the fly may imitate the 
darting movement of a swimming minnow. 

N O T E :  In addition t o  "A BOOK ON T R O U T  FLIES', which is the 
first scientific study of American stream insects and their relation t o  artificial 
flies, Mr. Jennings has contributed many scientific articles on fishing t o  Field 
and Stream, The  Sportsman, and Country Life. 

IRIS NO. 1 - FOR TROUT 
Tied with either Bucktail or Polar Bear hair on 

long shank Limerick Hooks with turned down looped 
eyes.  

Sizes 6, 8 and 1 0  ........ Each $0.30 Per Doz. $3.60 
Sizes 2 and 4 ................ Each .35 Per Dm. 4.20 
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abox~e:, /el~i~ii~,q's  Iris streatners uwre ulidelv time place his artificial fly where it will be 
publicized ill the earlv 1950s, and were sold most visible to the fish, viz., on that sick of 
hv L-vor~ a r ~ d  Coulsoll of Buffalo, New York. the window away from the source of light. 
rt"At: H e  took this picture of Mrs. ,Jell 11irt,ys Monocular vision, however, has onc 
or1 the AuSahle Hiller it1 Neu) York, a[a~lorite grctat disadvantage in that it is iml~ossiblr 
strean1 of his. to judge distance with only one rye, except 

by comparing the relative size of the rln- 
known object with another whose dimen- 
sions are known. It is cloubtful if fish havr 
the ability or the mental capacity to d o  

this. 
IIumnns have binocr~lar vision, that is 

the line of vision from both eyes crosses at 
a point al)out 10" in front of our ryes and 
it is by the crossing of thrsc, two lines of 
vision that tlistances can br  estimated. 
Stereopticon cameras arc, drsignccl o n  this 
principle but their two Irnscs are set 
farthrr apart than human ryrs;  when wc 
look at pictr~rrs taken with such a camera 



we get an exaggerated sense of depth or  
distance. 

Trout very probably have binocular 
vision at a point in their normal line of vi- 
sion, for without it they certainly could 
not judge distances. Actual experience 
shows that they d o  judge distances very 
accurate1 y. 

Just how far a trout will move for a fly 
seems to be more a question of economy 

than vision. It takes lots of energy to drive 
a fish through the water and a fish cannot 
long survive if it uses up  more energy in 
going for a fly than the fly will produce 
after the fish has eaten it. 1I.P. Wells, 
whose observations I respect, thought that 
a trout would not rise for a fly from a 
depth exceeding 9'. From my own experi- 
ence with brown trout I should say that 
this distance is excessive. 

In our  case, normal vision lies in a 
horizontal plane for though we see over 
an angle of 120° in a vertical plane and 
180° in a horizontal plane, our eyes are 
normally focused for sharp vision in the 
horizontal plane. The  trout, on the other 
hand, looks u p  and ahead. From the loca- 
tion of its eyes I should judge the angle of 
normal vision to be about 55O to vertical. 
We know that all animals, including man, 



Thoughts on Background 
The follou~i~~,q sur~t~rlarv of hack,qrou~~ds a,qaitl.st ulhich fir11 see flies ulas prohablv 

intended to sertle u.r a /)ortiorl (?f sor~le lar-qer discussio~l, either ~ I I  trisio11 or Itqht. I1 
was still in rou,q/l rr~u~luscriptfor~~~, l~at~tlulritterl, hut see~~ls to surrl~~~arue ./et~r~htgsk 
basic he1ief:r ahout Itoul so111e col?~ r11or1 hack,qrounrls y fject !lie fk11 :r percepliol~ of 
flies 011 or ,tear tlte surjace, or hetulee11 thef~slz and the sb. Mi.s sug~estio~ls about 
tlze natural adtlarlta,qe of trarlslucencv to e,qq-laving .s/~in ~1er.s i.r e.r/)eciaIlv irl teresti~lg: 

P.S. 

The  backgrountl against which an object is vicwtd has a great deal to d o  
with the appearance or  visibility of the object. If it blends with the colora- 
tion of the background it is less conspicuous than i f  its colors o r  hues are in 
direct contrast to the background. 

Many insects conform to the general principles of canlouflage. In the 
case of aquatic insects (which spend the greater part of their lives as 
nymphs living in the, watt-r. then csmergc as wingcbd insc,cts, then return to 
the watc.r to tlrposit thc.ir rggs), camor~flagr is qr~itc. a 1)rol)lrm. I f  they are 
readily seen by thc fish they would not survive. On thc other hand, if they 
are completely invisible they would not serve as food for the fish. It would 
therefore appear that thcrc is a fine balance that allows n sufficient number 
of insects to escape to preservc the species. 

As it is not always possible to secure specimens of the natural insect 
currently in season, I have founcl that it is a good idea to selcct an artificial 
that will confornl in general to the background against which the fish is 
going to see the fly. 

There arc four g r ~ ~ c r a l  backgrounds. The  first occurs in early spring 
~ - 

before the leaves appear on the trees and alders rdgr  the strram. This 
background is usually dark: reddish-brown mixed with grcy. The  early 
flies, such as Illasturus, Iron, and E/)Ile~~~erella, all havc dark wings. 

As the season atlvancc:~ the leaves arrive and the background becon~es 
pale green or yellowish green; you will find that the insects then generally 
conform to this particular coloration. Consider the group of mayflies be- 
ginning with S. Vicariul~l which is darkish, on through S. Fuscurtl, to S. Ithaca 
which is lighter. 

The  third background is autumn coloration, with its deep yellows, 
oranges, and reds. Whilc this time is part the trout season here in the east, 
it is interesting to note that many of the caddis flies seen on fall salmon 
rivers are light tan in color. 

The  fourth backgrountl is not really a background at all but the source 
of light: the sky. Objects arc seen as silhouettes against the sky. Ilcre 
transparency is of prime importance and practically all mayflies are at 
their most transparent as spinners, when they must deposit their eggs in 
low light with the fish watching. 

thin tissue of the retina affects thrsc. ncrvcx 
tcrminnls, ant1 what we call vision rrsr~lts. 
Bc.hintl thc retina in both thr 1111mal1 cycs 
a n d  in thc. fish's rye thercs is a tlc,nsc layrr 
of black pigmc'nt. This pigment al)sorl)s 
any ctxccss light passing th ror~gl~  thr retina 
and prcvcants ~lnwantecl reflections within 
thc c3yc.. 

Si.~t/r: In the cyr of the fish thckrca is n 
silvc~ry scrcrn behintl this layrr of (lark 
pigrncl~t. I t  is to be notctl that I)oth thr 
lay(-r of dark pigmrnt ant1 thc silvery 
screen cbxtrncl fol-warcl. covering the rntirr 
untlcrsurfuccs of thc. iris. A similar nrr;tngcb- 
mrnt is also found in many animals that 
call src in very poor light o r  have what is 
callrd night vision. Many thcorirs have. 
bc8c.n advanccd about thr  prol~abl(. func- 
tion of this silvcry screen. Prrhaps thc 
most common is that this silvrry scrcscn 
acts us a mirror, so that when a vcary wcak 
ray of light, such as woultl be present at 
night, c,ntclrs the cyr i t  is reflected I~nck 
out of the cayc to the object from which the 
ray was originally rc~flrcted; by this shut- 
tling \)ark ;IIICI forth the original ray is 
fully 11ti1izc.tl. i f  not intensifirtl. and vi- 
sion aitlrtl ;tccortlingly. 

This theory has one wcak point in that 
the original ray of light woultl hove to 
pass through the layer of black pigmrnt 
beforr it coultl l)c reflcctetl by the silvery 
screen; this wc know cannot be true, for 
black absorbs light. That is why hlick ap- 
pears to IIr /)lack! It docs not reflect white 
light or any of the constituent rays that 
make up  whitr light. In albinos this layer 
of black pigment is lacking, ancl much of 
their poor vision may be attributed to this 
condition. Perhaps this is the reason why 
among wild animals albinos arc a rarity. 

On thc othcr hantl, learned mc,n havc 
expressed the opinion this silvctry screen 
has no optical f ~ ~ ~ ~ c t i o n  because it is cffrc- 
tively scrrc.nrd by the layer of dark pig- 
ment. T o  mc, this docs not jibe either, as 
the silvrry scrcvn is o definite part of thcx 

I fish's eye ant1 i f  it hat1 n o  ol,tical function 
or  n o  cffcct o n  vision it would not bck 

d o  not like to look directly into a strong the more sensitive part of the retina will there. 
light, and as long as the fish's window is be brought into use. This  most sensitive Scientists have been able to isolate at 
brilliantly lighted it seems reasonable to part of the retina is almost directly behind lcast one solitl sul)stancc found in that 
presume that the trout watches the 11nt1c.r- thc center of the lens and we call scae portion of the retina known as the rods. 
surface of the water just o~~ts i t l c  of his clearly only those objects that arc, focused This  substancr, callctl visual pnrplc, is 
window rather than the window itself. A on this spot (fovea centralis). As far as the casily I)leachctl Ily light. This  same sub- 
normal line of vision of 5 5 O  to vertical writer knows, thisesl,ecially sensitive spot stancr is also founcl in the retina of fishes 
would be just outsicle of the window, which has not been identified in the rycb of a fish, who havc more rotls than we do. The visual 
is limited to 4 8 O  36'. Practical experience 1)ut it is entirely probable that it exists, for plirplr not only is 1)lrachcd by light but it 
confirms this; it is generally necessary to practical cvidencc. leads mcb to believe that resumes its color in the dark. In other 
place a floating fly well abovr the location fish can and do see very well, even under words, as in ;111 processes o f  lift there is a 
;)f the fish's window rather than directly conditions humans wohltl find adverse. continual breaking clown ant1 building up 
into the window itself. Fijll~: The retina itself is the sensitive of tissues and sr~bstancc~s. Visual purple is 

Ability to see over a wide angle tloes screen upon which the image formed by affected by the different wave lengths of 
not mean that either man or fish can tlis- the lens is focused. It is a thin Inyrr of tis- light, ant1 in the human rye it seems to be 
tinguish the color, size, o r  form of all sue in which are embeddetl many nerve more sensitivr to the shorter wavcs, on 
object over a wide angle. It merely means bundles and nerve cells, all of which the violet entl of the color range. On the 
that movement can be cletectecl. If closer appear to be in some manner connected other hand, the fish is nlorc sensitive to 
inspection of the moving object seems with a main trunk-line or  cablc that leads the longer wavcs. o n  the red entl of the 
necessary the eyes may be titrned so that to the brain. Light passing through the color range. 



I'reslorr ,Jcrrrritr,qs orr 11i.s 1i8c!r1 1 0  Ihc illatlisorr 
IZitlcr or1 a ~c'e.slcrrr l r i / ~  irr tlrc 1!).5O.s. 

It has been generally thought that the 
cones in thc rctinn wr.1-c i t~volvetl  in color 
vision ant1 ~ ) r r h a p s  this is truc ( i t  h ( ~ s  sirtce 
hcerr c.s[clhli.shcti-erl.), but it is interesting 
to coml)are the reaction of visual purple  
to actual color reactions of the human eye. 
For instatlce, the French flag, the Tricolor, 
was originally coml~oscd of th r r c  bands of 
Krd, White, and Blue, all of eclual width. 
Everyone looking at the flag thought that 
the Blue band was wider than the other 
colors. Finally a comn~ission was formed 
to investigate the matter,  and it was de- 
cided to alter the ratio of colors: Blue 
30%, White 33%, and Red 37%. T h e  bands 
of  the present French Tricolor are of these 
proportions,  but to the  human  eye all 
appear  to be of the same width. 

From the light reactions o n  the visual 
purple  of the fish's eye we might well sur- 
mise that the fish is long on the red end of 
the spectrum. 

In the past it has been thought that the 
nerve terminals of the retina were divided 
into three groups,  one  sensitive to red ,  
one to green, and one to b lur ,  but this has 
never been confirmed by demonstrating 
any anatomical differences in the nerve 
tc.rminals themselves. Considering that it 
is possible for sixteen conversations to be 
carried on,  at  slightly different freqrren- 
cies, over a single pair  of telephone wires, 
it is probable that each nerve terminal 
picks u p  and transmits to the brain any of 
the various wave lengths of visible light 
without interference. 

From the forrgoing we might, with rea- 
sonable assurance, make certain dcduc- 
tions: 

First: Fish have a wider angle o f  vision 
than man 

Secoltd: They  can see and appreciate 
colors drtring the day,  perhaps as well, if 
not bctter than,  man.  

Third:  T h e i r  iml~rcssions of the color 
values tend to be more  srnsitivr to the 
longer light waves, viz., Red. 

Fourth: T h e y  can see in the night,  o r  
with what we call poor illumination, much 
better than man, but color is of little o r  n o  

Fifth: As suggested by the prc*sent writer 
in A Rook of Trou t  Flies, it is entirely 
~ ~ o s s i b l e ,  in fact much eviclcncc indicates, 
that fish see objrcts only in terms of two 
dimensions. Not being able to handle an  
object and thereby tletermine its thickness 
they can judgr it only by what it appears 
to be in a two-dimensional plane. Th i s  is 
an important consideration in the design 
of artificial flies. 

ABSORPTION COEFFICIENT O F  VISUAL PURPLE 

Wave Length 

6400 ( r ed )  
6200 
6000 
5800 
5600 
5400 
5200 
5000 
4800 
4600 
4400 (violet) 

M a n  Brown Trou t  



Mr. Slim's Final Piscatorial Experience 
an eari) American lampoon of fi) fishing 
III  the Museu171's earlv catalog, puhlisheci ill 1973, ule pri~~tecl  this cnrtoort, prohahlv the ,first por l r (~~~n1 of the, A ~ ~ l c r i c n ~ l  flv fisller as a huffoo~l, or, 
as the catalog said, as u "dufler. " It was purt qf (1 series ill I Iarpcr's New Monthly Map-azinr ill 185:1, clrlci ulc fcyure ilk 1ilortl7 .shnri~l,y with thc 
~trenlhers asgain, nour !hat tell -vears l l a z ~  passed. 

TTc tries n " 1'1y" nnd a littlc of tllc " Originnl." A Flv 1rir.s him, n~ucli  to his nmloynncr. 
- - -- - - -. -- - .- - - I - 

~ , , , . , . i f i ~  ( -~ l l l l l l t  ~lctilcill ill, slilll nllll tile ~ c ~ ~ ,  1 EXII:IIIS~P,~ 1,y liis cxv r t i~n~s ,  Mr. Sli111 fail~ts. 
. -. 

Eevivcs, ant1 sti~dics tllo rftilct of t l ~ c  Goggles. Plies defeated. Yicw of JIr. Slilil's Face aftcr thc 
Flics still troublesonle. r i c l i o~~ .  

VUL. XI.-SO. 66.-3 11* 
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Flies spill t11c a(lr:n~t:~gr. Tllirtl Vicw of Mr. 
Slim'\ Fncr. -- 

, .- 
Day light scarce. 1)idu't see that Log. 

.- - - - - - - 

Meets snlnll Uoy. Boy is astonished a t  Rlr. Slim's 
appearance. 

Flits rrccivc I~C~I IS ( I~< , I : I I I~ I I~S .  SZCOII~[ TTicrv of 
I I r .  Sli111's l7;lce. 

IIr. S l i ~ n  dcfcnted. I.cnvcs the field ant1 starts :r!' 
1Iolllc. 

Another inrisil~lc Obstacle. Mr. Slini in a bad way. 

~ n ~ n ; h s  lloy to eondurt l~inl  out of 111. T1roO1ls. 
Vows never to go Fishing again. 



William T. Porter 
an excerpt from a manuscript by Fred Pond, c. 1878 
edited and with commentary by David B. Ledlie 

ulith the title; and second, I uras sure tltat it 
corttairted infortrratiort on our earlv sportstnerr 
that ulas trot likelv to be fourld easily elseu~ltere. 
Pond ulas quite a student of Arrlericurt sports- 

b -. 

periodicals. T o  date I hat~e fourrrl 1 1 0  corrclu- 
sirw etlidence that M e m o i r s  has errer heen 
published in bookfvrnt. Neither the Lihrarv qf 
Cotcgress, the Nation :r ulell-knoulrr an,ylirr,y li- 
braries (Princeton, Yale, and Hartlard) ,tor the 

Accorcliryto the Dictionary o f  A m e r -  
ican Biography (DAB), T h e  Nation- 
al Cyc lopedia  and the title pa,ye of 
T h e  Sportsman's  Directory (1892), 
Frederick Eu,yerle Pond (pseud. Will 
Wildulood) authored a publicatiorl en- 
titled M e m o i r s  o f  E m i n e n t  Sports- 

azrailable anglirt,y bibliqyrapllies Itad a 9  record 
of Pot~d's  Memoirs .  Interest in~lv,  Prirrcetorr :s 
Kienbusch collection cotltuirts a hattdulritterr 
rrrunuscript itr Pond's hand entitled M e m o i r s  
o f  E m i n e n t  S p o r t s m e n .  Pond:s nlat~uscript 

m e n .  The  D A B  irrtplies that it utus puhlisl~ed 
it1 bookforrr~ and girles the date qfpublicatiorr 
as 1878 (Pottd ufas 2 .wars old at tlze little). 
Portd u~as a ulell-kttourtr .sportstrlar~, n~riter, arrcl 
arr,yling hi.storiarr of hi,s cia!. H e  ulas bonr in 
Packuraukee, Wiscotrsin it1 1856 and passed 
aura-v in Notlernber of 1,925. Durirr~  his lijetirrre 
he sertred as editor of setleral sportirtg periodi- 
cals; at the tinle of his death he ulas the editor 
of the Rod 6 Gurt colunlr~ of the N e w  Y o r k  
IIerald and I lera ld  T r i b u n e .  We hope to 
include a detailed bio,yraph.v of Portd irr (1 

future issue o f T h e  A m e r i c a n  Fly Fisher. 
T h e  references to Menioirs  piqued 111-v 

interest for tulo reasons. First, I was ur~farrriliur 

contains the bi0,~aphie.s o f  eletletr erninertt 
sportsn~en: Tltotr~as Ward, Williant P. Haules, 

IT. W.  Herhert. Williant T. Porter, ,/(rrnes Oakas, 
Isaac McLellarr, (;eor;ye Wilkirrs Iierrclall, H .  
H .  Sible! and 7: 13. Tlrorf,e. (Tlte biogrcrplr ics 
of Ned Buntline arrd Williarrt Cullerr Br:vcrr~/ 
are crppertded, but it is 1 1 0 1  clear i f  these ulere 
part qf the or(yirra1 rrrarruscript.) I v/fer beloul 
Pond's bioOyrapl~v of Williarrr Trotter Porter, 
Editor ~f Arrlerica 1s first uveklv sportirrg rr1r.s- 
cellarrv, T h e  Spirit o f  t h r  T i m e s .  Houi ulherr, 
in uihat forrrl, and u~llere M e m o i r s  ulas etler 
published, t f  at all, retrlairls a rr~s tecv  to rrre. 
Perhaps it was issued in serial fortrt it1 orre of 
the m a r y  .s/)ortitt,qperiodicals Pond ulns a.ssoci- 
ated uith during Iris lifetitrre? We ulelcorrre 
front our readers art v irrtell<yerrce ulhich rn<y/rt 
cluri[11 tllis n~v.slecv. 

Tlte s!vIe qf I-'orrtl:s rnentoir of Porter i.s 
haldlv adulatorv it1 a rncrrrrler that u~oulrl toda-1' 
.seen altrrost distasteful; sue11 prc!files ulere cor~r- 
rrlorr irt the late r~i~releortk certlurv. T h e  otter- 
u~rou,ylrt prose does not lesserr the Ai.rtoricn1 
usefulr~ess of tlrc r?rerrloir, u~ltich corl1uirl.s 111crrr11 

detuils of Porter i life. T1ri.s heirr,q cr 11 isloric~l 
rlocurrrerll, Id011 '1 1re.sitate to presertt i l for hot11 
its (laled flur~or and its irtfi)rr~iatiorr. Porrr1:s 
hand-uiritterr rrturluscri/)t ulus rou,ylr, especiall~~ 
the /rurrctu(rtiort, hut irr tlre irrterests o f  keepirr,q 
e(lilori(d irr1erruf)tiorr.s to (I nrirrirrir~n~  or^!^ t/re 
least ucceptohlc rrrtrourlt o f  eclitirr,? has heerr 
done. 

Tlre Musetcnr is ,grateful to lint ,\lerritt of 
I'rirtcetorl llrr i t ~ e ~ s i t v ,  urho hrrs /rel/~c~tl us fre- 
yuortlv irr our search for irnportarrt r1ocur~iertt.s 
suclr (1,s the Pond rrrarluscri/)t. T1ri.s /,ortior1 ((1. 
M e m o i r s  appecrr.~ ulitlr his /)errrrission. 

D.R.L. 

Wi l l iam Trotter Porter, familiarly known 
u n d e r  t h e  sobriquet o f  "York ' s  T a l l  Sonv-  

was 1)ol-n Deceml)er 24,  I X O I ) ,  i n  N c w l ~ r ~ r y ,  
Vcv-mont,  bc,ing t h e  tliirtl son o f  Hcnjamin 
I'orter. 

I Iis early ancestor Samrtcl I'ortcr ?mi-  
grated f r o m  Englatntl t o  I ' lymor~th i n  l(i22, 
and t l i r~s  Willi:uii was o f  t h r ~  c,ighth gcsncra- 
t i o n  i n  Amer ica .  

T h e  brothers o f  W i l l i a m  T .  I'ortcr were 
B e n j a m i n ,  ( ; r o r g c ,  Frank,  and Dr .  T . O .  
I'orter, all m e n  o f  crtlturr, rcbfincmc~it, and 
m o r c  t h a n  ort l inary br i l l ia~icy .  

I lur ing  h is  school days  W i l l i a m  was a 
most  s t u d i o ~ t s  and zealo~rs scliolor, keen o f  
perception, ant1 prrsevrring i n  all 111-anchcs 
o f  education.  Evcn  i n  early youth  h i s  love  
o f  sports-and morc  cspccially o f a n g l i n g -  
displayed i tsel f  i n  t h e  desire t o  pcrusc, t h e  
various works  u p o n  th i s  subjcbct. Wal ton ' s  
Corrtpkte An,qlcr was his lavoritc, work ,  asitlr 
f r o m  his  rcgr~lar  stutlic-s. 

A s  a scholar hc was consitlered b y  t h e  
teachers o v e r y  apt ant1 indus tr ious  o n e ,  
as were  h i s  I~rotl icrs.-Notably,  ( i c o r g r  a 
m e r r y ,  m a n l y  y o u t h ,  was af terward con- 
r~ectct l  w i t h  t h e  editorial s ta f f  o f  t h e  Scul 
0rleclrr.s Piccrvurre. 

Willi:um T .  I'orter's lift f r o m  his cbarlicst 
1)oyhood hat1 a f i r m  ant1 l o f t y  purpose, 
ant1 h i s  rigitl t lctcrmination t o  ( to  ant1 
conquer was t h e  m a i n s l ~ r i n g  o f  his  succc,ss. 
I n  youth  as i n  m;~nl ioo t l  h c ~  was grncxrous 
t o  a fau l t ,  and th i s  grncrosi ty  cnrrictl t o  an 
e x t r e m e  const i tr~trt l  h i s  c h i e f  crl-or i n  l i f e ,  
t h o u r h  it cannot  \)e t lrcmctl  a serious o r  
remarkable o n e ,  savr that it rctvcrtctl crurl- 
l y  up011 hinisc.ll'. I I is  incl ination s e r ~ n c d  
t o  Irad towartl a l i terary l i f e  ant1 i n  tlic 
year 1829 hr began h is  rditorial career 
u p o n  Tlre Farrrter:~ Herald, at St. Joh~nsbury .  



Vrrmont, and there rcmainetl about one, 
ycLar, when he took a position as associate 
cditor of 7 % ~  E~tguirer at Norwich. 

These journals did not wholly satisfy 
his ambitions and on Dccen~l~c-r 10th. 1831, 
he ant1 James IIowe devised ant1 gavcs to 
the ~ x ~ b l i c  the first issue of that rarc sport- 
ing journal the Spirit of the T ~ I I I ~ ~ ,  a w c ~ k l y  
11apc~ devoted to matters ol intc-rest to ~. 
sportsmen. When it is considcrcd how 
widely different were the tastes and o l ~ i n -  
ions of the people of that day, from thosr 
of the I)rescnt time, the venture nlay I)e 
called quite a hazardous one.  Thtr mcn of 
avowed and ardent sporting ~,rolx>nsities 
wrrr very rare, and the general 11ublic 
looked with much disfavor upon sporting, 
o r  "sporting charactel-s", as those fond o f  
field sports or racing wcrr trrnird in those 
clays. 

As a whole, though reasonably success- 
f r~l ,  the journal was not self-sustaining, 
and it was consoliclated within a few months 
with The Tralwller, Mr. I'orter having 
charge of the sporting department. This 
sphere was soon discontinued by him and 
he engaged as editor of The Neur Yorker, 
and soon after, of The Co~~stellatiotz, but as 
neither of these publications gave much 
space to sporting matters, Mr. Porter 
courted a position giving wider range and 
power to his favorite pastimes. T o  this 
end he purchased the interest of Mr. Fisher 

in f i e  Tratleller and Spirit qf the Ti~les  and 
u11on assr~n~ing entire control of the jour- 
nal, he issued it on Jan. 3rd. 1835, with its 
secondary title only, the Spirit of the Titr~es. 
I le  was now in the position he wished to 
be and his fitness. as well as fondness for 
this sphere, is shown in his editorial career 
of over a quarter of a century, as proprietor 
and editor of the first and longest sustained 
of sporting weeklies. 

The  tone and spirit he infused in the 
delineation of field sports, fishing, racing 
and kindred topics gave to these pastimes 
an impetusand placed them on an honor- 
able footing which is felt to the present 
time. It was no light or trivial task which 
he essayed, but perseverance and honor- 
able dealings, combined with the broad, 
conilwehensive, and consistent views with 
which he presented his points, gradually 
toned down the public prejudice against 
sporting and sportsmen. 

The  origin of his familiar title, "York's 
Tall Son" is of much interest because of its 
peculiar adaptability to Wm. Porter. I l e  
was of lofty stature-he stood six foot four 
in height,-and of unbounded popularity. 

In 1836 Miss Clifton made an offer, 
through the Spirit, of $1,000 for a tragedy, 
"adapted to her histrionic acquirements", 
and this meeting the attention of Sarah, 
the younger sister of William, she ad- 
dressed a letter to him, enclosing a few 

"Trotit Fishi~t,y" appeared in one of Porter's 
  fir.^! American Turf Registers; it ulas 
sl<yhtlv altered f ron~  art earlier English 
e ngra tittg 

extracts from an "unfinished tragedy" 
which she had composed. The  passages 
particularly connected with origin of the 
l~seudonym are as follows: 
C;vtleth. IIow! what! say you that he The  

Lord of Porter-will be here? 
Ina. Yes, sweet lady,-he of six feet lineage 

and gilded crow-quill, 
Gsneth. IIand oc'r the lines, And let my 

burning eye-balls trace the hand of him 
I love. Yes tis true, his own loud signet. 
IIaste thee. Ina, and bid old Gaffner set 
in preparation all things fit, of mouth 
and song, and joyous cheer, to greet the 
near approach of York's tall son. 

From this time the title of "York's tall 
son" became a familiar one as applied to 
William T. Porter, and he soon became 
widely known by this popular and appro- 
priate alias. 

William very characteristically acknowl- 
edged this playful "Tragedy" in a letter to 
his sister, and gave a flowing compliment 
to its style, as well as popularity. It was in- 
corporated in an issue of the Spirit and 
met great favor among the many thousand 



Both tile rrmsthead arrd the 
portrait are fror?~ the,fi,lrt 
nuttlhcr ~ J I .  I'ortcr's Spirit of 
the Time-s, /~uhli.s/~etl 
Septettlber (i. 18.56. Th(. Spirit 
was cr hrocrtl-rarl,giry r~~i.~cellar~v 
that /)i~hlishetl e~le~:vthitl,y [ronl 
rncirl,? tleua to ro~r~arrtic,fktiorl 
and horrlc retilerllr ath~itr. 

* 
G~ @' &\ "I~%lnit!/ 
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they were not nlore popr~lar than the tall 
editor, who throughout all sections of thc 
country was the idol and preceptor of the 
sporting fraternity. N o  finer o r  more char- 
acteristic tlescription of Willianl T. Porter 
was c*vc.r givcn than that from the pen of 

readers. trations of the Magazine were unique and Frank Forestor, in the Souther11 Milita?:v 
In February, 1839, Mr. Porter purchased valuable, many ofthe engravings, of noted (;azettc, brneath the caption of 7'he Spirit 

of John S. Skinner, Baltimore, The  Ar17eri- horses, etc. being prepared expressly for and its Editor; by oncs who knows them 
can Turf Register and S/~ortirig Ma,?azirle, the its pages at a large outlay. The  engravings well." 
eldest sporting periotlical in America, be- of sporting scenes were deserving of espe- The  personal appearance of Mr. Porter 
ing instituted in 1829, nearly threr years cia1 notice as beautiful and lifelike illustra- is graphically described therein as follows: 
previous to the first issue of thc Spirit. tions from nature. I11 an early number of "And still unchanged art thou aclmidst 
Upon purchasing this Magazine, Mr. Por- the new series, Frank Forester began a the change of all arouncl us, Dear old Bill. 
ter issued it from the same office with the fine sporting tale, entitled, "A Week in "Dear Bill", If 1 may parody Dick Steel's 
S p i d  ofthe Tittles, though keeping it wholly the Woodlands," which elicited much ad- apostrophe to Addison, Dear Bill, serious 
distinct and separate from this publication. miration among the fraternity of sports- o r  merry, solemn or  sentimental, still so 

T h e  change in proprietorship of the men. With this serial, he (IIenry William calm ancl serene and softly smiling, in the 
Magazine gave it a new popularity and its IIcrbert) first assumed the title of "Frank ruby colored waistcoat, with thy soft silky 
contents were thenceforth much more Forester", at the suggestion of his friend hair, unchanged by a streak of gray, coolly 
varied, unique, and valuable, as many new George Porter, anti he ever afterward re- disported from thy high, white, unwrinkled 
and able contributors were added to its tained his nom-de-plume in his sporting forehead, with the luxuriant flow of that 
list. Most prominent among these were 
the talented "Frank Forester" and "J. Cy- 
press Jr.," the latter had previously obtained 
much favor in sporting literature-then 
in its infancy in this country -by the pro- 
duction of that delicious. charming serial, 
"Fire Island Anna," publishcd in the Anleri- 
can Monthly Ma,qazi?le of 1832. This series 
is considered by many the masterpiece of 
"J. Cypress", and truly but very few sport- 
ing sketches in our language arc more apt 
in delineation or  delightful in general 
character. 

The  March number for 1839, being the 
first issued by Mr. Porter, was very elaborate- 
ly and finely prepared and contained 
nearly one hundred and thirty pages, much 
of which was original matter written espe- 
cially for its pages (actuallv, Porter's first 
issue was Januacv-Februacv - ed). The  illus- 

works and sketches. 
The  brilliant sketches by "Frank Fores- 

ter" ancl "J. Cypress Jr." (Wm. P. IIawes) 
formed an attractive feature of the Sportirlg 
M a ~ a z i r ~ e  from the time of its purchase by 
their friend William T. Porter until it 
ceased to exist in 1844. William P. Ilawes 
was a remarkably quaint and versatile 
writer, several of his productions being 
stamped with the indelible seal of true 
genius, wit, and humor; had he survived 
to a riper age, his name would have doubt- 
less been enrolled on the page of fame as 
one of the very finest writers in sporting 
literature. A fitting obituary of "J. Cypress 
Jr." was given in the April number, 1841 
of the Arrlericarz Turf Register and Sportirlg. 
Maagazirle by Mr. Porter. 

<;reat as was the popularity of the olcl 
Spirit qf the Titiles and of the Turf Re,qsler, 

close curled beard, which a Mussulnian 
might envy, with that mild, clear, blue 
eye, that almost effen~inately sweet smile, 
singularly contrasting the athletic frame, 
six-foot-four in the stockinged feet, the 
chivalrous and gallant spirit, the free open 
speech, thC high soul made of honor, the 
simple minded straight-forwardness of 
thought and action, which go together in 
thee to make up that of God's works, a real 
man. 

1,oyal and firm and kind and true, that 
fear o r  falsehood never knew, long lnayst 
thou flourish, dear Bill, the spirit of The 
Spirit the Tinles, the glory of not yet 
utterly degenerated Gotham, the best as 
the tallest son of York". 

And then that band of brothers, united 
as one never remembers to have seen, o r  
heart1 tell of any other brothers, those 
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fine, brave, gallant, good, glorious Porters! 
One by one they have passed away from 
our sight, though they will never, never, 
pass away from our  hearts, until-the last 
gone from among us almost since I began 
to pen these lines-Bill is left alone of all 
the fair fraternity. 

And long may he remain, for when he 
is taken hence, as in the neccessary course 
of time he must be, although we may well 
and reasonably hope that many years of 
useful and honorable life yet remain to 
him, his place will never be filled again, 
as a sportsman, an editor, a man, or a 
friend". 

In the same sketch also appears the 
annexed comments on the Spirit, and its 
contributors. 

"In one of his later issues. the first 
number of a new year, the twenty fourth 
of The Spirit, he remarked, and never were 
truer words penned or spoken, that "most 
of the subscribers, and all the contributors 
and correspondents of the paper, were his 
own personal friends." No military or naval 
station in the United States but is a weekly 
recipient of the Spirit of the Tililes. From 
Edinburgh to Australia, from Canada to 
the Cape of Good IIope, from Canton to 
St. Petersburg, from Calcutta to Newfound- 
land, there is not a city of note but the 
Spirit numbers, in its inhabitants, sub- 
scribers and correspondents. 

And what correspondents! It were not 
too much to say that, as probably no editor 
ever lived in the world, who possessed 
such really innumerable hosts of friends 
and who enjoyed such boundless and well- 
deserved popularity, so no journal ever 
rejoiced in such variety of talent in contri- 
butions-all volunteers-so eminent, so 
versatile, so able, so distinguished". 

In 1846 Mr. Porter edited an American 
edition of that standard English sporting 
work, Hawker on Shooting, with many elab- 
orate and an instructive article on Ameri- 
can game and shooting from the most bril- 
liant correspondents of the old Spirit. This 
was the first work strictly upon sporting 
subjects ever published in the United 
States, and nearly one half the matter was 
original and adapted especially for the 
American edition (Pond was mistaken; other 
sporting works preceded i t -ed . ) .  About this 
time also he compiled and edited at the 
request of his friends a volume of humorous 
and sporting sketches from the Spirit of the 
Times, which work was very popular at the 
time and took "immensely." 

One of the most prominent acts of Mr. 
Porter's early career as a journalist was 
that of engaging as a printer the since 
illustrious IIorace Greeley, the sage of 
the Tribune. Greeley was a verdant and 
uncouth lad in his teens, though adept at 
typesetting. From the acquaintance thus 
began the two were ever after friends and 
companions, their bond of mutual friend- 
ship being perhaps strengthened as brother 
Vermonters. 

In the year 1848 the four brothers, Wil- 
liam, George, Frank, and Dr. T. 0 .  Porter, 
were in the zenith of their popularity and 
in the fullest possession of their mature 
judgment (of the physical as well as mental 
powers). 

Benjamin had died in December, 1840, 
of pulmonary consumption. At the close 
of the year 1848, all the remaining four 
held high and appropriate positions in 
society and in literary walks as well. 

George, the merriest, wittiest, and per- 
h a p s t h e  most studious, was engaged in 
the editorial staff of the Neul Orlea?~s Pica- 

yune, a position requiring great mental 
powers and application, as at times the 
entire editorial management of the Journal 
devolved upon him. Especially was this 
the case during the Mexican War, when 
his labors were trebly augmented by the 
long absence of the Editor-in-Chief, Geo. 
W. Kendall. 

In this arduous position George ac- 
quitted himself creditably and with marked 
ability, gaining a widespread reputation 
as a journalist in all sections of the country. 

Dr. T. 0. Porter, who originally studied 
and practiced medicine, had devoted much 
of the later years of his life to literary pur- 
suits with marked abilitv and success. The 
Corsair, of which journal he was at one 
time in editorial charge, was one of the 
best and most ably edited in New York. At 
this period, however, he was engaged as 
teacher in a classic school in connection 
with Mon's Coudert. 

Frank, the youngest of the brothers, 
was also engaged in a literary life of more 
than ordinary success and William T .  Por- 
ter was still the same genial, generous, 
compassionate man, the beloved Editor of 
The Spirif. Alas! how little did it then appear 
that in a few short years three of this "fair 
fraternity", then full of vigor, health and 
power, both mental and physical, would 
be no more among the living. 

George was the first to yield, to that 
terrible malady jaundice, of which disease 
he died May 24th 1849. His illness had 
been very brief, and the announcement of 
his death was a sad blow to his numerous 
friends, and especially to his family and 
kindred. 

Dr. T .  0. Porter died Jan. 6th, 1852, 
and Frank followed in February, 1855, of 
consumption, leaving William desolate and 



Fred Pond as he appeared in the fronti.~ to his 
Sportsman's Ilirectory and Year Book, published 
ill 18%. Abvtle is Fred Potld i press card, issueti to 
hit11 h~1 Charles Hollock, the11 ouluer of 1'01-rst and 
Stream. Po~ld ula.yfor sott~e li?tic u represe~~lalitle of 
!ha/ tt~a,ga,-ir~e, ( I I I ~  the press curd is part of the 
Museum collection. 

trebly so as beside these, his brothers and 
two sisters he had no nearer of him, being 
a bachelor (it is quite worthy of remark 
that one in his position in society never 
married). 

From this time henceforward William 
T .  Porter never rallied to his former genial 
self; even his interest in that especial pride, 
The Spirit. which he had nourished and 
sustained so well, was diminished, and 
life was to him but a shadow of what his 
ardent and fine temnerament had felt it to 
be previous to his isolation. 

IIis mind, which had been for so many 
years overtashed and weighted with editor- 
ial cares, now, more than ever, needed 
rest and comparative quiet. In  September, 
1856, he gave up  the editorial management 
of his cherished journal and allowed his 
name to be as~ociated with a new sporting 
journal, entitled Porters Splrrt ofthe T~nles 

The  talismanic word Portcr, so well 
and favorably known throughout America, 
was the signal of success, and the new 
aspirant started with a circulation of 40,000 
copies, a number unprecedented in the 
sphere of the American press. 

Mr. Porter did not contribute largely 
to the journal, relying mainly ant1 with 

just hopes, which were fully realized-upon 
the unparallelled corps of correspondents, 
which had so nobly supplied the grace 
and literary excellence of his colunins 
before. 

With one accord the "old guard" ra1lic.d 
around the new journal, and their contribu- 
tions were as vigorous and powerful to 
sustain it as they had been in the old Spirit. 

IIenry William IIerbert contributed a 
powerful, brilliant serial, a tale of the west 
of a sporting character. This story was 
continued through the entire volume, and 
it was the intention to present the work 
also in book form but a depression in finan- 
cial matters and general stagnation of busi- 
ness throughout the country prevented it. 

The  final articles of importance, which 
Mr. Porter contributed to  porter.^ Spirit of 
the Tiwles were obituary notices of his late 
friends John C. Stevens and Col. Wade 
IIampton, both noted and respected turf- 
men and Sportsmen. 

During his later years, he was a sufferer 
from the gout, though he never com- 
plained, nor was he morose or ill-tempered. 
A sad and confirmed melancholy, however, 
was upon his heart, and he withdrew from 
the active scenes of social life to the quiet 

of his home; care and deep grief told sadly 
on  that majestic form and genial manly 
face, and it was evident to his nearest and 
dearest friends that his life work was nearly 
closed. 

It is stated that shortly after the untime- 
ly death of his firm friend IIenry Wm. 
IIerbert Mr. Porter engaged upon a biog- 
raphy of his life, but this was unfinished 
at the time of his death, which occurred 
only a few months later and was occasioned 
by a severe and sudden cold, ending in 
congestion of the lungs. William T .  Porter's 
earthly career terminated on the 20th of 
July, 1858, after a very brief illness of six 
days. Many were the expressions of regret 
upon the announcement of his death. 

None more appropriate or more worthy 
of the man were published than that from 
his life-long friend James Oakes, well 
known to the readers of the old Spirit over 
the signature of "Acorn :" 

"For more than twenty-five years have 
William T. Portcr and myself battled our 
way on the banks of the river of life, as it 
were hand in hand, but in different profes- 
sions. During that time I have never known 
him to wilfully commit an unmanly, uii- 
generous, unkind, dishonorable or even 



The title pa,qe qf Porter'sfirst t~urt~her of the 
American Turf Register. 

discourteous act to his fellow-man. IIe, it 
is true, had his weaknesses, but they were 
those that did injustice to himself only -no 
wrong to others. It was his nature to be as 
gentle and as kind as a child, and so made 
up, and so harmoniously mingled in him 
were all those rare ant1 extraortlinary 
characteristics which go to make thr  high- 
toned, high-bred gentleman, that he pos- 
sessed the powcr to fascinate every one 
with whoni he came into contact, whether 
it were the little girl whom he trotted on 
his knee, or the boy with whom he played, 
or the thoroughbred sporting gentlc:man. 
l Iis mind was coniprehensive, his percep- 
tion keen, his tledr~ctions clear ancl concise; 
whilst his judgment ant1 decisions in all 
sporting matters were more reliable and 
more respected than any other man's in 
this country. IIe was the father of a school 
of American sporting literature, which is 
no less a credit to his name than i t  is an 
honor to the land that gave him birth. 
Many of his decisions ant1 sporting reports 
will be quoted as authority for generations 
to come. IIe  possesses a fund of sporting 
statistics unequalled by any other man in 
America. While living he was respected 
and beloved by every one, no less for his 
child-like sinil~licity of nature, than for 
those high and manly characteristics which 
so strongly marked him as a jor~rnalist. 
IIis death will be deeply and sincerely 
mourned by every persol; who knew him. 
With much truth can it he said: 

"Thou are the ruin of the noblest man 
That ever lived in the tide of times". 
Other fine and touching tributes to the 

meniory of Mr. Porter wcrc l~ublishetl in 
various periodicals, among them one of 
considerable pathos ancl power by George 
Wilkes, his associate editor upon Porters 
Spiril of the Tittles. 

A very appropriate and finely executed 
poem to his meniory was contributed by 
an esteemed friend soon after his death: 

"It1 Mettlorv (?f Williait~ T. Porter 
A heart where kindly word and deed 

The  founts were still unsealing, 
Whence flowed, unchecked through all 
their course, 

The  streams of generous feeling; 
A kind, true heart, that with the joys, 

Could share the griefs of others; 
And ne'er forsook the grand old faith 

That all mankind are hrothers. 
A soul in which the manlier traits 

And gentler, were so blended, 
That none could say where these began, 

O r  where the others ended: 
Alas! to fitly speak his worth 

All words seem poor and common, 
In whose large spirit Nature fused 

The  tenderness of Woman! 
Enough! his heart has ceased to beat; 

IIis soul has passed the portal 
That shuts the other world from this, 

And what remains is mortal. 
But long as brave and gentle hearts 

Arc held in memory keeping 
Our fond and sorrowing thoughts will haunt 

T h e  grave where he is sleeping. 
R.S.C. 

In 1860 a fine and elaborate biography 
of his life was prepared by that accom- 
plished gentleman, Francis Brinley, and 
published by D. Appleton & Co. The work 
was entitled I<+ of William T. Porter and a 
finely executed engraving of Mr. Porter, 
from a portrait by Inman, accompanied 
the volunic. 



Charles DeFeo Salmon Flies 
We present a selection of salmon flies, Atlantic salmon fly-tying, because it is one all d o  a lot of fishing that way, and i f  one 

as well as the vise in which they were tied, of the most notable crafts of fly fishing, is going to fish in fantasy, one might as 
by the late Charles DcFeo (1891-1978). The  gets a disproportionate amount of attcn- well go all the way and fish for salmon. 
flies and vise were a recent gift from Mu- tion in many fishing publications; there Perhaps some of the flies (and it is a tliverse 
seum member Rodolphc Coigney. arc apparently a lot of people out there selection) tied by an acknowledged and 

According to a brief biography pub- who tie salmon flies but fish for salmon loved master would be useful, to take along: 
likhed in The An,gbr$ Club Bulletin in 1973, primarily in their dreams. Of course we on your next dream. 
Charles DeFeo, an artist by training, began 
his ~rofessional involvement with fishing --- -. 8 - 
as early as 1911, when he started doing 
covers for Field & Strean1 magazine (he was 
paid seventy-five dollars for each). IIis 
career as a conlmercial artist really blos- 
somed after World War I, but he continued 
to produce work on fishing subjects. I Ie  
illustrated the great IIaig-Brown book 
Return to the Ri~ler,  produced numerous 
magazine illustrations, and, more recently, 
provided the hand-colored plate of twenty- 
six salmon flies that appeared in the 1973 
reprint of Dean Sage's The Rist<?ouche and 
its Saln~on Fishin,?. Members of Theodore 
Gordon Flyfishers will remember his draw- 
ings in the club's excellent book The Gor- 
doll Garland; the Museum currently has 
on exhibit the original flies, by DeFeo, 
Ernest Schwiebcrt, and others, from which 
those plates were made, part of our Arnold 
Gingrich Collection. 

One of the nice things about fly tying 
is that it's one of those fields where being 
called an amateur is not an insult; amateurs 
are simply fly tiers who don't d o  it for a 
living. Charles DeFeo was an amateur, 
but we gather from the opinions of his 
friends that he was an amateur fly tier 
rather the way Emily Dickinson was an 
amateur poet; that neither was paid for 
practicing their respective crafts should 
not bias our appreciation of their gifts. 

Atlantic salmon fishermen form a small 
subculture within the greater ranks of fish- 
ermen. T h e  sport is too expensive and the 
fish are too few for it to be otherwise. 

This is perhaps the ntostfanlous photo,qraph 
of DeFeo, and wasgirlell to us hv Masine 
Atherton; taken 6-v the late J o h ~  at her to?^, it 
shou~s DeFeo a! his !ving- hellch. 





Miseries of Fishing 
It1 Volurrle E?qht, Nuvlher Three of 
T h e  American Fly Fisher, ule pub- 
lished a hulr~orous article entitled 
"Maxims and Hints,for an A ~ ~ g l e r . "  It 

first appeared as part of a hook. Max- 
ims and I I in ts  o n  Angling,  Chess, 
Shooting, and  Other  Matters; also. 

Miseries of Fishing, hv Richard Penn, puh- 
lished in Lor~dor~ in lRi'3 (The Museu171 Librarv 
copv is the 1842 editiot~). We poir~ted out that 
rrluch of fish in,^ /~urtlor is tir~~eless, and that 
I ~ I U I , V  of the points 111ade h~v the ulriter 1,50 
\!ears ago are still true lod4v 

Because it was ulell receiuecl, ule pr i t~ t  an- 
other selectio?~ Jrorn tlle s a ~ r ~ e  book, t/~is otle 
entitled "Miseries of Fishinp. "It is a list of the 
kinds of trlisfortunes arlalers expect to lla11e 

Making a great  improvement  in a receipt 
which a friend had  given you for \taining 
gut-and finding that you have procluced 
exactly the colour which you wanted. but 
that the dye  ha\  made all your  bo t to~n \  
quite rotten. 

Suddenly putt ing u p  your hand to  save 
your  hat in  a high wind, ant1 grasping a 
number  of artificial flies, which you had 
pinned round it, without any intention of 
taking hold of more  than one  at a t imr .  

Ixad ing  a large fish down-stream ant1 
ar r iv ing at a ditch,  the width of which is 
rv ident ,  al though the  dep th  of it may be a 
mat ter  of sonic doub t .  Hav ing  t l i r~s  to  
decide very quickly whether you will lost, 
the  fish and  half your  tackle, o r  run  the 
risk of going u p  to your  neck in tntud. 
Perhaps  both.  

Feeling ra ther  unstrady whilst you a re  
walking o n  a windy day over  an o ld  foot- 
bridge,  and  having occasion to  regret the  
decayed state of the hand-rail ,  which once 
protected the passing fisherman. 

Fishing for thc first t ime with flies of 
your  own making-and finding that thc~y 
a rc  quite as good as any which you can 
buy, excel)t that thr  hooks arc  not so firmly 
tied to thc gut .  

VI.  

Tak ing  out with you as your  aide-tlr- 
c a m p  a n  t~nsol)histicatecI lac1 from the  
ncighbour ing village, who laughs at  you 
when you miss hooking a fish rising at a 
fly, and  says with a g r in ,  "You can't vastcan 
'em as my vatlirr doc~s." 

Making the very throw which you fccl 
surc3 will at last enable you to I-cach a fish 
that is rising at some distance-and seeing 
the  u l ~ p c r  half of your  I-otl g o  into tlic 
middle of the river. When you have towed 
it ashore,  finding that i t  has broken off 
close to the  ferule, which is immovcal~ly  
fixrd in the  lower half of your  rod.  

Feeling the first cold d rop  giving notice 
to  your  great toe that in lrss than two 
minutes  your  boot will be full of water. 

Going out o n  a morning so fine that n o  
man would think of taking hi\  watcr-111-ool 

cloak with him-ant1 then, btxforr catching 
any fish, being thoroughly t c ~ t  through 
11y an  r~ncxl)rcted showtl-. 

\\'hc~n yo11 can11ot ca tc l~  any fish -1x~ing 
told by your  attendant of t h r  excellent 
sport  which your  ~ ~ r e d c c e s s o r  hat1 on the 
same spot, only a fcw days bcforr.  

X I .  

Hav ing  \,I-ought with you from town 
a la]-gc~ assortmcsnt of rxl)csnsivr artificial 
I'1ic.s-ant1 I)t,ing told o n  s h o ~ ~ i n g  thrm to 
a n  rs lwr ic~nccd nntivc-. that "Thcv al-c, 
crl-tainly vcrv I)rar~tiful, I ~ u t  that nones of 
tl1c.m a rc  ol' any rlsc, I I~ I - c~ . "  

i\I'tt~r trying in vain to I-rach a trout 
~ , h i c h  is rising o n  the opposite sitlc of thc 
rivet--at last \valking o n :  a11tl bc~forc !roll 
hav r  gone; 100 yartls, looking I~ack,  ant1 
ser ing  a more  skilf l~l  frir,ntl catch h im at 
t h r  first throw.-\%'right 3 111s. 2 o x .  

I I 

X I I I .  

Hav ing  stul)iclly trodtlen on  the to11 of 
your  I-otl-ant1 th rn  fincling that t h r  spare 
top,  which you havr  1)rought ou t  with you 
in the  butt, I~ r longs  to t h r  rot1 which you 
havcb lrft at home,  ant1 will not fit that 
which vou arc  using. 



Having  s t r c r rd  safcaly t h r o ~ ~ g h  some 
vcsry c I ;~ngc~ro~~s  \vc(~Is  ;I fish wllicl~ yo11 
consitlrr t o  \vcig11 at Irast :I 11)s.. antl having 
I , ro~~gh t  h im sefc~ly t o  1 1 1 ~ ~  vcry ct1gc-c. of th r  
bank.-then scacbing him.  \\~llc~n l i c a  is all 
I ~ u t  in t h r  la~ltlingnc,t, makc a ~ ) l u n g r .  
\vhich in a momc,nt rc~ntlvrs it11 y o u r  
previous skill of 110 avail, nntl 1)uts it o r l t  

o f  your  I>owrr to \rc%rify t 1 1 c a  accrtl.acy o f  
y o ~ u -  c a l c r ~ l a t i o ~ ~ s  as  t o  his ~,c*igll t .  

Fishing with thr  I)lo\ring-lint. \\.hen th r  
wind is so light t l~o t  your  fly is sclclom 
mor r  than two yt~rtls  from you, o r  when 
th r  \<rind is so strong that i t  always carricss 
y o r ~ r  fly 111) into t h r  air ,  I)cforcb it comrs  to 
the slmt which you wish it to  swim over.  

\\'ishing to show o f f  I)c*fo~-c- a young 
frirncl whom yo11 have 1)c.c-n 1carnc.dly 
instructing in the  mystcrics o f  t h r  art. anel 
fincling that you cannot ca t c l~  any fish 
yor~rself. whilst he  (an incxl)c.ric.ncrtl hand)  
hooks anel lands  (by nlcrc. acc idrnt  of 
cor~rsc)  a v r rv  largc. one .  

Attempting to  walk across the  r i v r r  in 
a new placc wi thout  knowing  chxactly 
whc~rcabor~ts certain holcs, whiclr you have 
hrarcl of, are.  Probing thc. bottom in front 
of yo11 with the handle  o f  your  lantling- 
net,-anel f inding it very soft. 

Going some clistancc for t h r r c  days' 
fishing. on  the  two first of which therc* is 
bright sunshine and n o  wind, anel then 
finding that the th i rd ,  which opens  with 
"a sor~ther ly  wind and a cloudy sky," is 
the day which a neighbouring f a rmr r  has 
fixed upon for washing two I i r~ndr rd  shc rp  
o n  the shallow where you cxpcctc.cl to have 
the best sport. 

XIX.  

Being allowed to  havc onc. clay's fishing 
in a stream. the windings of which a re  so 
many, that it would require half a dozen 
different winds to enable yo11 to  fish the 
greater part  of it, Iro111 the  only s idr  to  
which your  leave extends.  

XX.  

Finding, on  taking your  book out  of 
your  pocket, that the  fly at the  e n d  ol your  
line is not the  only one  by many dozen 
which you have had in t he  water, whilst 
you havc been wading ra ther  too dc.el). 

\\'ading half a n  inch clerper than the  
tops o f  your  I~oots.  anel fincling afterwards 
that yo11 11111st carry abo111 with y o l ~  fo111. 
o r  fives (111artsiin c~acll, o r  must sit down on 
th r  wcst gram whilst your attenclant pulls  
t h r m  off, in or t l r r  that you may c,mpty 
them. o11t1 try to l)u11 t h r m  on again.  

XXII .  

Jumping  out of bed very early every 
morning,  du r ing  thc  season of the May- 
fly, to  look at a weathercock opposite to  
your  window, and always finding the wind 
e i ther  in t h r  north o r  cast. 

X X I I I .  

Hav ing  just hooked a heavy fish, when 
you are using the blowing-line, and seeing 
the  silk break about two feet above your  
h a n d ;  then watching the  broken e n d  as  it 
travels quickly through each successive 
r ing ,  till it finally leaves the  t op  of your  
rod,  and  follows the  fish to the  bottom of 
the  river.  

XXIV.  

Receiving a vcry elegant new rod from 
I,ondon, and being told by one  of the  
most skilful of your  brother anglers, that 
it is so stiff,-and by another ,  that it is so 
pliant,  that it is not possible for any man 
to throw a fly properly with it. 

XXV. 

Being obliged to  listen to  a long story 
about the  difficulties which onc  of your  
friends had to  encounter in landing a very 
f ine  trout which has just been placed o n  
the  table for d inner ,  when you have n o  
story of the  same sort to tell in re turn .  

XXVI.  

Hooking a large trout, and then turning 
thC handle  of your  reel the wrong way; 
t h u s  p roduc ing  a n  effect d iametr ica l ly  
opposite to  that of shortening your  l ine,  
and  making the  fish more  unmanageable 

Arriving just before sunset at a shallow. 
whcrc t h r  fish are  rising beat~t i f r~l ly ,  ant1 
f i nd ing  that  t h r y  a r e  all about  to  be  
immrcliatcly driven away by five-and- 
twenty cows, which are  prepar ing to walk 
very I r i s r~rr ly  across the river in open 
filrs. 

Coming to  an  ugly ditch in your  way 
across a water-meadow late in the clay, 
when you arca too tired to jump, and b r ing  
obligrcl to  walk a half a 111ile in search of a 
placr w1-rc.r~. you think you can step over 
it. 

XXIX 

Flattering yourself that you had brought 
home  the  largest fish of the  day,  and then 
l inding that two ol your  party have each 
of them caught a trout more  than half a 
por~ncl heavier than your's. 

XXX.  

Finding yourself reduced to  the  neces- 
sity ol talking about the  beautiful form 
antl colour of some trout,  which you havc 
caught, being well aware that in the impor- 
tant particular of u~e?yht, they a re  much 
inferior to several of those taken on the 
same day by one  of your  companions. 

X X X I  

T e l l i n g  a l o n g  s tory  af ter  d i n n e r ,  
tending t o  show (with full particulars of 
t ime  a n d  place) how that ,  u n d e r  very 
difficult circumstances, and notwithstand- 
i ng  vcsry great skill on  your  part ,  your  
tackle had bc.en that morning broken and 
carried away by a very large fish; and  
then having the identical fly, lost by you 
o n  that occasion, re turned to you by one  
of your  party,  who found it in the  mouth 
o f  a trout,  caught by h im,  about an  hour  
after your  disaster, on  the  very spot so 
accurately described by you-the said very 
large fish being, after all, a very small 
one .  

XXXII .  

Arr iv ing at a friend's house in the  
country,  one  very cold evening in March, 
and  being told by his keeper that there 
a r e  a great  many large pike in the  water, 
and  that you are  sure of having good sport 
o n  the  following day;  and  then looking 
ou t  of your  bed-room window the  next 
morning,  and  seeing two unhappy swans 
dancing an  awkward sort of minuet  o n  the  
ice, the  surface of the lake having been 
completely rr-o7en d u r i n g  the  night.  



Louts Rhead's roller illus/ratiotts for Forrst h. 
Stream i~lcluded both fishing uttd shoolrttg 
scenes. The brook trout shou~tt here appeured 
it1 the corler of the April, 1924 issue. 

Louis Rhead and Forest & Stream 
A checklist of articles, 1915-1925 

compiled by David B. Ledlie 



This Louis Rhead brown trout appeared on 
the April, 1925 cover. Notice around the 
inside edges of the white border on the title 
lettering the narrow band of red (especially, 
for example, on the inside of the "R'?. Color 
printing was less consistent in those days that1 
nou~ and often one color or more was not laid 
douin precisely on top of the others. In this 
case the red is slight(y ooff true (the 
phenomenon is knouln as "out of register'? 
and shows at the edges of thefigures. It can 
be seen slightly at the top edges of the letters 
on the cover shown on page 22 as well. 

"Louis Rhead, angler-artist, and writer 
died of heart-disease on July 29th [1926] at 
his country home in Amityville, Long 
Island. 

Mr. Rhead's death was brought about 
by over-exertion during a battle with an 
enormous snapping turtle that had been 
raising havoc with the fish in his private 
trout stream at Seven Oaks. Although Mr. 
Rhead successfully landed the turtle, he 
was utterly exhausted by the effort and 
died several days later. 

With his brother, Mr. Rhead came to 
this country in 1883 and has since been 
well known to Forest &Stream readers as a 
contributing authority on piscatorial mat- 
ters and as painter of many of our beauti- 
ful covers." 

So reads the obituary of Louis Rhead 
which appeared in the September, 1926 
issue (p. 558) of Forest 6 Stream. Rhead was 

one of our most innovative early twentieth 
century anglers. In  addition to a plethora 
of angling articles, Rhead published (be- 
tween 1902 and 1920) seven books on fish- 
ing. His work most well known to fly 
fishing enthusiasts is American Trout Stream 
Insects (1916). Unfortunately Rhead chose 
not to use scientific nomenclature in iden- 
tifying his insects. Thus, Rhead has suf- 
fered the critical wrath of angler-ento- 
mologists who have published since then. 
Notwithstanding this shortcoming, Anzeri- 
can Trout Stream Insects was a valuable tome 
for the hatch-matcher of the early twen- 
tieth century, as it offered the American 
angler for the first time a description and 
color plates "of the most abundant and 
well-known trout insects that appear, month 
by month, on the rivers and lakes of the 
temperate regions of North America." 

Rhead's book is to American angling 

literature what Ronalds' Fly-Fisher's Ento- 
mology (1836) is to British angling litera- 
ture. Both wrote their country's first an- 
gling entomologies; and while Ronalds' 
has taken an esteemed and respected niche 
in British angling history, Rhead has never 
received the credit he is due. 

Not only was Rhead an accomplished 
trout (fly) fisherman, he held his own with 
bass, muskellunge, and even saltwater 
species. His  lures were innovative; he 
always tried to represent nature explicitly 
whether he was imitating a mayfly, a craw- 
fish or  a black nose dace. A large portion 
of Rhead's vast knowledge on a wide vari- 
ety of angling subjects was passed on to the 
general public through numerous "How 
To" articles that appeared in The American 
Angler, Outing Magazine, Field 8 Stream, and 
Forest 8 Stream. I offer here a checklist of 
articles that appeared in Forest 8 Stream, to 



which Rhead began contributing on a regu- 
la r  basis in 1915. 

Contributions of a n  innovative nature 
of specific interest to the fly fisherman in- 
cluded discussions of emerging-nymph pat- 
tern$, reverse-body d r y  flies for fishing 
"dry" downstream:', fishing wet flies and  
nymphs upstream" a pattern for a fresh 
water shrimp', cork-bodied stone fly imita- 
tions" hackle wing flies', nymph  fishing 
in the surface filmx, and  nymph fishing 
with a Leisenring-type lift to  name jwst a 
few. 

In  a future issue it is my desire to cata- 
log for readers articles from the other sport- 

The  Checklist 

ing  journals to  which Kheacl contributrtl. 
Efforts in cataloguing the above mcntio~lecl 
Kheacliana will, I hope,  lead o11r readers 
to a better understanding of one  of o r ~ r  
truly important American anglrrs w h o  has 
t ~ e c ~ l  unjustly malignecl for several ctccndcs. 

I am grateful to Lynn Scholz, who prob- 
ably knows more  about Louis Rhracl than 
anyone else in the country.  for hc~r  h r l p  
with this project. 

191 5, Volume 8,5 

"New Lures that a re  T r u e  to I,ifeM 
"Some Nature Lures for Summer  & Fall Fishing" 
"Why Nature Lures are  Best for Good Sport" 
"Three  Best Nature Lures for Bass" 
"Supplementary Notes Concerning Nature Lures" 
"Trout  Flies-Natural & Artificial" 

1916, Volume 86 

"Silver Shiner & Golden Chub" 
"Dry, Wet o r  Nature Fly-Which Shall We Offer" 
"IIalcyon Angling Days In May" 
"Evolution of Bait Angling" 
"The Leap of the Game  Fish" 
"Surface Bait for Game  Fish" 
"American 8( British Angling Compared" 

1917, Volume 87 

"Our  Rainbows" 
"The Finer Art  of T r o u t  Fishing (I)" 
"The Finer Art  of T r o u t  Fishing (11)" 
"How to  T i e  Leaders & Flies" 
"Bait Fishing for Trout"  
"Fishing for the Kingly Ouananichc" 
"Bass as Gamy Fighters" 
"Minnows as Bait for Bass & Trout"  
"In the  I i aun t s  of Izaak Walton" 
"My 'Foul I looked '  Muskic Experiencc" 
"A Bass Bait for Late Season Fishing" 

1918, Volume 88 

"Trout  Insects for Early Fly Fishing" 
"Improving the  Angler's Equipment" 

"Downstream Dry-Fly I'ishitlg" 
"Fishing from Bottom to Sr~rfaccs" 
"Tying the Fresh Water Shrimp" 
"Artificial Baits for Trout"  
"The Carp  as a (;anley Food Fish'' 
"The Metal Bodied Fly-Minnow" 
"The Evolution of the T rou t  Fly" 
"I low to  Skin & Mount a Fish" 

"Twelve New T iny  Nature I'lies" 
"U~lsinkable Cork Rotly Stone Flies" 
"Casting the Artificial Fly" 
"The Casting Artificial Fly (2nd paper)" 
"Fishing for the  Minor  Basses" 
"Erratic T rou t ing  Conditions" 
"The Latest Idea of Best T r o u t  Flics" 
"The Mascalongc~" 
"Still Fishing for Pickerel" 
"Sr~l~erefficiency in Angling for Trout"  
"1,anding a 1)ouble Catch" 

1924, Volume 94 

"The Troubles of Spring Trou t  I'ishing" 
"Fishing in Brooks" 
"Fishing the Evening Rise" 
"Fly Fishing for the (;anley Littlr T rou t  I'irkcrcl" 
"Trout  Fishing in Lakes" 
"Live & Artificial Frogs as Bait" 
"A Unique Way to Land the (ireat Northern I'ikr" 

1925, Volume 9 5  

"The Bird Angler" 
"Playing & Netting Big Trou t  on  the Fly" 
"The IIabits  of T rou t  & W h r r c  They  Abide" 
"Why Don't T h e y  Rite" 
"1)enizens of the 1)eep'' 



Sorr~e illuslrations fro111 I-ouis 
Rhecrtl i cirlic1c.s irr I!)?? cc~rtl 
19?3 ret~eerl j~i.s/ 11ot11 i~c l t~c~~rce~l  
he ulir.s. ?%c i~r.scc/ i~rli!ci/iorr.s 

repre.sc,~~ /a/io~l.s. 7'11t. u/)/ler /tilo 
dri~tc~t 11,y.s sh o ti' 111 c (lilt vi 11 /c~,ycs 
of /~slriir,q t lou~~~.s / rcc~~r~ ti'illr elr~j 
fi,e.c, 7'11e tIlir(1 i l l ~ ~ . s ~ r c ~ ~ i o ~ ~  /roiri 
the /0/' .shoul.s /Ire u'orrh O/  cr 
Leirc~~r-i11,y-lit/ !r ' /~c /c,ch 11iy lee. 
a11d ~ h c  ~ O ~ I O I I I  illu.srrc~lio)r 
shou's hOtll lo 11rcikt~ (1 ,yoot/ 
shr i~r~/> iii~i/cl/ior~. All /lie 
draulirl~s were hv Hllead. 

T h e  largest trout always choose the head of the runway, each fish rising to a chosen 1 
place after the surface food of swift streams, one behind the other 

i 

When a dry-fly is cast up-stream the trout invariably swim forward and hit the gut 
leader before the fly is touched, whereas when drifting the "reverse" dry-fly 

down-stream the trout can swallow the fly without impediment 

Showing method of nymph fishing from bottom to surface. Upper rod shows the ' 
i pump-lift gut leader, baited with three nymphs and several very small shot ; 

Natut.aI shrimp Fig. I ,  First stage Fig. 2. Second Stage Fig. 3. Completed artificial 

i 



We are intrigxed by a small book in the 
Museum's library, one that very little seems to 
be known of: The book is The Angler's Hand- 
Book, and our edition (described on the title 
page as a "NEW EDITION,'Y was published 
in London, at 36, Soho Square, by G. Rout- 
ledge in 1846. According to Westwood and 
SatcheN's Bibliotheca Piscatoria (1906) (the 
first place we go when we get curious about 
such things), the earliest known edition was 
1838, and there was a third edition in 1840. 
That means ours is at least the fourth. The less 
reliable Robert Blakey's Historical Sketches 
of the Angling Literature of All Nations 
(1856) agrees that the first edition was, indeed, 
1838. 

We are i n t w e d  because ofthe book's two 
hand-colored plates of flies. -we have made 
some effort in this magmfle in the past few 
years to present and analyze early hand-colored 
plates offlies, and these are deserving of at 
least modest attention. We present both plates 
here for your possible edification. 

The milestone angler's entomology we hear 
so much about -and for good reason - is Alfred 
Ronalds'The Fly-Fisher's Entomology,first 
published in 1836 and reprinted frequently 
;hereafter. Ronalds not on6 portrayed, in sur- 
prisingly accurate hand-colored plates, the im- 
portant stream insects, he also portrayed right 
with them the artificial flies to be used to 
imitate each. 

The anonymous author of The Angler's 
Hand-Book did not match Ronalds' in any 
regard. He did not portray the natural insects, 
his list of patterns is less carefully discussed, 
and the flies illustrated are not as well colored 
as were those in the Ronalds book. But The 
Angler's Hand-Book seems to have been 
mther more than a shallow imitation of Ronalds: 
Many of the descriptions given for the natural 
insects are quite different from those in Ronaldsl 
moreover, the suggested fly pattents ofen dzffer 
greatly in materials recommended, and the 
colored fly plates themselves are in several 
cases so unalike as to seem to be imitations of 
different insects. A survey of patterns common 
to Ronalds' and the Hand-Book suggests to 
us that though the Hand-Book's author may 
have known of Ronalds and his book, he was 
drawing on other sources of information as 
well, perhaps his own practical experience. 

The author leaned much more heavily, in- 
cluding copious paraphrases, on Bainbridge 's . 
The Fly Fisher's Guide (1816), from which 
he cribbed much of his fly-tying instructions 
and other items. Again, however, there are 
clear dissimilarities that suggest that the author 
may not have been simply plagkarizing with no 
personal experience. It is possible, of course, 
that all his sources were printed, and that he 
contributed nothing of personal experience to 
the book, but at this point more investigation is 
required. 

We do not have much additional informa- 
tion on The Angler's Hand-Book. Indeed, 
we do not know ifsuch information exists. The 
references in various angling bibliopaphies 
are little more than listings of the basic publish- 
ing data. We wonder, among other things, i f  
the earlier editions, especially the 1838 first 
edition, also contained the colored plates, and 
i f  they were better, or worse, than the plates in 
ours (as can be seen, most flies are colored with 
only one or two colors). Perhaps some of our 
readers have collected earlier editions, or have 
discovered additional information about this 
small book. If so, we'd like to hear from them. 

LIST OF FLIES, 
with Reference to the Plates. 

1. Green drake, or may fly.-This is 
one of the most valuable flies for trout 
fishing. It appears about the 20th of May, 
and continues nearly a month, and will 
kill at any time of the day, especially in 
still water; it is found in great plenty on 
sandy gravelly rivulets. The wings are 
made of the light feather of a grey drake, 
died yellow; the body of amber coloured 
mohair, ribbed with green silk; the head 
of peacock's harl; and the tail of three 
long hairs from a sable muff. 

2. Black gnat.-This is a favourite fly 
with some persons, and is generally con- 



The Angler's Hand-Book 
sidered a good killer, especially when the 
water is low; it comes on about the end of 
April, and continues till the end of May. 
The body is made of black ostrich's harl, 
and the wings of a pale starling's feather it 
must be dressed short and thick. 

3. IIare's ear.-This is on during the 
summer months: the wings are made of 
the feather from a starling's wing; the body 
of fur from the hare's ear; ant1 legs of a 
ginger cock's hackle. 

4. Cock tail.-This is on during the 
summer months: the wings are made of 
the light feather from a snipe's wing; the 
l~ody of yellow mohair. 

5. Whirling dun.-This is also on  dur-  
ing the summer months; the wings are 
made of a snipe's feather; the body of blue 
fur, wrapped with yellow silk, and a blue 
cock's hackle for legs; the tail of two hairs 
from a light coloured muff. 

6. Grey drake.-This fly generally 
appears about the same time as the green 
drake, or a little after, and very much re- 
sembles it in shape. It kills best from three 
till dark. The wings are made of a dark 
grey feather of the mallard; the body of 
white ostrich's harl, striped with dark silk; 
the head of peacock's harl; and the tail of 
three hairs from a sable muff. 

7. Cow-dung fly.-This fly appears in 
March, and will kill till September. The  

wings are made of the feather of a landrail; 
the body of yellow camlet, mixed with a 
little brown bear's fur; and a ginger hackle 
for legs: the wings should be dressed flat. 

8. Bee fly.-This is an excellent chub 
fly, and is on during the summer months: 
the wings are made from the feathers of a 
blue pigeon's wing; the body of chenil of 
various colours, arranged in stripes in the 
following order-black, white, light yel- 
low, white, black, white; the legs of a black 
hackle: the body must be dressed thick. 

9. Red palmer.-Palmers are all good 
killing baits, and may be used during all 
the fishing months. The body of this is 
made of dark red mohair, ribbed with 
gold twist, and wrapped with a red cock's 
hackle. 

10. Peacock palmer.-The body of this 
is made of a peacock's harl, wrapped with 
a dusky red cock's hackle. 

11. Kingdom fly.-This is on from June 
to August, and will kill fish in any part of 
the kingdom. The  wings are made of a 
woodcock's feather; the body of white silk 
striped with green; and the legs of a red 
cock's hackle. 

12. White gnat.-This is a delicate fly, 
and will kill well in an evening in the 
summer months. The wings are made of a 
small white feather; the body of white silk; 
and the legs of a red cock's hackle. 

13. Blue dun.-This appears early in 
March, and is a good fly throughout the 
year. The best time for using it is from 
twelve to two in March and April. The 
wings are made of a starling's feather; the 
body of the blue fur from a water rat, 
mixed with a little lemon coloured mohair; 
the tail is forked, and should be made of 
two fibres from the feather used for the 
wing. 

14. Red ant.-This is on from June to 
August, and is a good killer from eleven 
till six. The wings are made of a light star- 
ling's feather; the body of peacock's harl, 
made thick at the tail; and a ginger hackle 
for legs. 

1.5. Gold spinner.-This appears about 
the middle of June, and is on till the end 
of August. The  wings are made of a star- 
ling's feather; the body of orange silk, 
ribbed with gold twist; and the legs of a 
red hackle. 

16. Great white moth.-This is a night 
fly and should be used in a dark gloomy 
night, from eleven o'clock till daybreak: 
when you hear the fish rise strike immedi- 
ately. The  wings are made of a feather 
from the wing of a white owl; the body of 
white cotton;. and a white cock's hackle 
wrapped round the body. 

17. Governor.-This appears early in 
June, and may be fished with till August. 



The  wings are of a woodcock's feather; the 
body of a peacock's harl, tied with orange 
silk. 

18. March brown.-This fly appears 
about the middle of March, and continues 
on to the end of April: it is a most excellent 
fly, and kills best from eleven o'clock till 
three. The wings are made of the dark 
mottled feather from the tail of a partridge; 
the body of fur from a hare's ear, well 
mixed with a little yellow worsted; and a 
grizzled cock's hackle for legs. 

19. Stone fly.-This fly appears about 
the beginning of April, and has been found 
to kill before that time: it may be used at 
any time of the day. The  wings are made 
of a dusky blue cock's hackle, or a mottled 
feather from a hen pheasant; the body of 
dark brown, and yellow camlet mixed; 
and a grizzled hackle for legs: the wings 
should lie flat. 

20. Black silver palmer.-The body of 
black ostrich's harl, ribbed with silver twist, 
and wrapped with a black cock's hackle. 

21. Willow fly.-This fly appears in 
the beginning of September, and kills well 
d u r i n i  the remainder of the season. The  
wings are made of a dark grizzled cock's 
hackle, and the body of blue squirrel's fur, 
mixed with yellow mohair. 

22. Yellow palmer.-The body is made 
of a white hackle dyed yellow, the body of 
yellow silk. 

23. Black palmer.-The body of black 
ostrich's harl, wrapped with a black cock's 
hackle. 

24. Black palmer ribbed with gold.- 
The  body of peacock's harl, wrapped with 
a black cock's hackle, and ribbed with gold 
twist. 

The  foregoing list comprises twenty- 
four of the most killing flies, which are 
figured in the Frontispiece. The following 
are also considered standard flies. 

25. The  haze fly.-The haze fly is on 
during May and June. The wings are made 
of the red feather from a partridge's tail, 
not too dark; the body of bstrich harl, of 
two colours, black and purple, twisted very 
thick, and the legs of a black cock's hackle. 

26. Fern fly.-This appears about the 
middle of June, and is a very good killing 
fly. The  wings are made of woodcock's 
feathers, the body of orange-coloured silk, 
and a pale dun hackle for legs. 

27. Little iron blue.-This fly comes 
on early in May, and continues till the 
middle bf June;-it is found in great num- 
bers on cold windy days. It kills best from 
eleven o'clock to five. The  wings are up- 
right, and should be made of a feather 
from under a cormorant's wing, o r  from 
the tail of a tom-tit; the body of pale blue 
fur, wrapped with purple silk. 

28. Gravel o r  spider fly.-This appears 
in the middle of April, and continues about 
a fortnight. It is a very delicate fly, and is 
not often seen on cold days; but it is found 
to kill best then. T h e  wings are made of 
the feather from a woodcock's wing, the 
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body of lead-coloured silk, with a black 
cock's hackle wrapped under the wings. 

29. Granam, or green tail.-This ap- 
pears about the same time as the Gravel 
Fly, and continues on about a week. T h e  
proper time to use it is from seven to elev- 
en, and after five in the evening. The  
wings lie flat, and are made of the shaded 
feather from a partridge or hen pheasant; 
the body of the dark fur from a hare's ear,  
mixed with a little blue fur, and a yellow 
grizzled cock's hackle for legs. 

90. Orl fly.-This fly appears about 
the end of May, and continues for two 
months, and is a good killing fly at all 
hours, if the water is not very low. The  
wings should be made from the feather of 
a brown hen, and a grizzle hackle for legs; 
the body of peacock's harl, worked with 
dark red silk. 

31. Blue gnat.-This fly appears about 
the end of June, and continues about a 
fortnight; it is a good fly for grayling in 
September and October. The wings are 
made of a feather from a snipe's wing, o r  a 
blue cock's hackle; the body of light blue 
fur mixed with a little yellow mohair. 

32. Oak fly, downlooker, or canon fly.- 
This  fly is frequently found on oak, ash, 
and willow trees, in May and June, and 
points its head downwards. The  wings lie 
flat on the back, and are made with a 
feather from the wing of a partridge; the 

head of the fur from the hare's ear; the 
body of dun fur mixed with orange and 
yellow mohair. 

33. Yellow sally.-This appears early 
in May and continues till the end of June. 
The  wings lie flat and are made of a hackle 
dyed yellow; the body of yellow worsted 
unravelled and mixed with fur from a 
hare's ear. 

34. Whirling blue.-This appears early 
in August and continues till the end of the 
season. The  wings are made of the feather 
of a sea swallow, the body of pale blue fur  
mixed with yellow mohair, and a pale 
blue hackle for legs. 

MONTIIS IN WIIICII FLIES 
USUALLY APPEAR. 

March - Cowdung Fly, Blue Dun, March 
Brown. 

April-Black Gnat, Stone Fly, Gravel, 
o r  Spider Fly, Granam or Green Tail. 

May-Green Drake, Grey Drake, Oak 
Fly, IIazel Fly, Little Iron Blue, Orl Fly, 
Yellow Sally. 

June-Ilare's Ear, Cock Tail, Whirling 
Dun, Bee Fly, Kingdom Fly, White Gnat, 
Blue Gnat, Governor, Fern Fly. 

b!v- Red Ant. 
August- Whirling Blue. 
Septenlber- Willow Fly. 



Homosassa 
We he r~iacle arl effort ill The  Ameri- 
can Fly Fisher lo d o c u ~ ~ l c n !  !he he- 
,q'pnlnings of saltulater f(v fishin,?, atzcl 
orjer the vears ure ile printed 111aterial 
O?I a var&!y of saltwater fish. T h e  fol- 
louli~ig is possihlv the earliest instance 
U I E  harle found oJf!v fishing for salt- 

u~ater fish in Florida. R appeared in Forest 
and Stream or1 ,lulv YO, 1876, aa,lcl reco~ol!s a11 
episode !hat occurred !he previous !cur. This 
protles a more or less o ~ ~ g o i ~ ~ g . , f ( v  fishi~l,? es-  
periellce 111 Florida of 107~vear.s tluralio~l. The  
au!hor is ,p'rlerl o?llv as a " H l o ~ t i r ~ ~ t o ~ ~ .  " 

Hot~losassa (ule presenre the au!llor:s i~lcor- 
rec! spellirl,q?f the word ill his test, hut correct 
i! for !his irltroduction) i.s or1 !he ules! coas! ? f  
Florida, arld is still urell k?lou1?1 for its fishi~z,g. 
Weile deleted s o ~ r ~ e  no?l-f!v fi&i?lg ~;la!crtil 
frorrl !he cir!icle hut Ilarre o!herulise left all the 
authori pu?lc!ua!io?~ and spellitzg alorle. 

We call '1 reallv knoul how far hack flvfi.sh- 
i1l.g irl Florida ,goes urltil someo?le does a lo! 
more ho~lleu~ork.  A search of [oral historical 
societies a?ld earlv r~euispaper files urould cer- 
!ai~l!v lurrl u p  a lot rllore spor l i~~~? i ? ~ f o r ~ ~ ~ a l i o n ;  
Florida, like so ?na?!v olher parts of the cou?~!rv, 
attracted sports~llerl before i f  attractecl tlerv 

A certain evening last February found 
us safely landed at the comfortable house 
of Alfred P. Jones, on the Ilomasassa 
River, Florida, where we met with the 
kindest possible reception. IIere we found 
a goodly number of gentlemen from the 
north, heroes of the rod and gun, with a 
fair sprinkling of ladies, who had braved 
the sail hither across the open Gulf of 
Mexico. 

The IIomasassa River winds through 
a tortuous channel, and it is ten miles 
from its spring-head to its n~outh .  Oppo- 
site Mr. Jones' it widens into a bay about 
one-fourth of a mile in width, the banks 
sloping gradually towards the centre of 
the river. At high water (for therc is a con- 

siderable rise and fall of the tide) the 
various kinds of fish which inhabit these 
waters run up the river and hide in the 
grasses on the edge of the banks. Before 
leaving home we inquired whether we had 
better take our fly rod along, and were 
told that it would be useless in Florida. 
The  same thing was afterwards told us at 
Jacksonville. Nevertheless we brought it. 
After several days of most excellent sport 
with the heavy rod and reel, catching 
sheepshead in great numbers, we made 
up our minds to try the fly rod. We had 
noted many likely spots along the river, 
and particularly the grassy banks oppo- 
site the house. We had also noticed that 
black bass (southern "trout"), sea trout, 
skip-jacks, etc., were to be seen jumping at 
these places at certain times in the morn- 
ing and evening, as i f  feeding, and we 
immediately resolved that these would be 
the most likely places to be rewarded with 
a rise to our flies. The  next evening the 
fly rod was brought out and limbered up, 
much to the edification of the incredulous 
ones. We selected one fly only for our cast 
-a large one, with red ibis wings, crirn- 
son molian body, and golden pheasant 
tail-which was tied on a No. 6 hook. With 
one similar we had taken many a bass at 
the north. 

"Now, Doctor, suppose you exercise 
your n~uscles a little, and paddle us out 
into the deep water so that the flies will 
land just at the edge of that bank." 'Twas 
done; Five or six skeptical disciples of 
Walton stood on the piers of the boat- 
house awaiting the result of the experi- 
ment with an incredulous expression on 
their faces. 

"That will do, Doctor; keep her well 
off the shore-just about so far-paddle 
slowly so as to go over every inch of the 
ground thoroughly." Away goes the fly. A 
first, second, and third casts are made with 
no results; a fourth and the water fairly 

boils, but the fish did not take the hook. 
"Whew! Doctor, did you see that?" "Yes," 
he says, "give it to him again-quick!" 
Away goes the fly again. This time the 
fish breaks the water magnificently, and is 
fairly hooked. Then follows a tough fight, 
but there is finally brought to the net a 
magnificent bass of two pounds weight. 
Soon another, and then another are caught, 
weighing as high as five or six pounds 
each, and the astonished spectators on the 
wharf say they never saw better sport in 
Florida. 

This was only the beginning of our fly- 
fishing. We whipped almost all the best- 
appearing places in the river, but found 
none where the fish rose better than just 
opposite the house. We took frequently a 
sea trout o r  weakfish of three and a half to 
four pounds weight on the fly, and when 
we happened to get hold of a skip-jack, 
there was music on the reel equal to a 
brass band. One day, when coming down 
the river, we cast the flies nearly opposite 
the pier at the old plantation. A school of 
about a dozen large cavalli rose to the fly 
all at once, fairly churning the water into 
a foam. They would not take the fly in 
their mouths, but simply rushed at it in a 
most frantic manner, and when the fly was 
drawn toward the boat they very nearly 
jumped into it. This continued for fully 
fifteen minutes, and was a sight never to 
be forgotten. IIad one of them been 
hooked, rod or  line would have broken, as 
they were of fully twelve to fourteen 
pounds weight, very powerful, and very 
tenac io~~s  of life, though not particularly 
edible. 

We cannot close without giving our 
testi~nony as to the comfort we had in the 
use of one of Iiolabird's improved fishing 
coats. It was light, very pleasant to wear, 
rowing, and contained pockets for all our 
little traps. We used it also with equal 
comfort as a gunning coat. 



Wise River Flood 
a memoir, a history, and a lesson 

by George Grant 
On June 13,1927, Ellsworth Cardey 
and his friend were fishing for 
Montana grayling on Pattengail 
Creek, feeder stream of Wise River. 
The  Wise, in turn, was the main 
tributary of the upper Big Hole 
River, entering the latter near the 

village of Wise River several miles to the 
north. 

It was early season, the weather was 
warm, the heavy snow pack was beginning 
to melt. T h e  creek was high and rising, 
but not too roily as they fished near its 
source. The  grayling, still not spawned at 
this high altitude, were feeding avidly and 
the two-fly cast of yellow-bodied "Gray 
Hackles" often produced a double catch 
of 15 inch purple-hued beauties. 

The  day was not the sort that would 
forebode disaster. But Cardey noted the 
rapidly rising water and recalled that the 
earth-fill Pattengail Reservoir that they 
had passed on the way up  had looked 
unusually full, and his sense of caution 

was greater than his desire to continue 
fishing. 

IIastily dressing their catch they packed 
u p  and started back toward Wise River, 
knowing that their old Dodge touring car 
was going to have to negotiate about twelve 
miles of rough winding road. 

Arriving at the dam they were alarmed 
to see that the water was lapping over the 
top; a sudden rain, a strong wind, or both, 
could be disastrous. Their route would 
lead them through one of the most beauti- 
ful coniferous forests in western Montana 
and in close proximity to the picturesque 
Wise River, but the majesty of the setting 
was now lost in an understandable concern 
to get back quickly to the town of Wise 
River. 

Being a week-day there were few fish- 
ermen o r  campers on Wise River, but 
whenever he saw one Cardey would make 
it a point to warn him about the condition 
of the dam. The  tense, arduous journey 
was completed in about two hours-good 

Illustrations on pages 30 and 31 are by 
Harvey Eckert,from Montana Trout Flies. 

time considering everything, and a stop 
was made at the Wise River General Store 
to warn them, too, about what seemed to 
be an impending precarious situation. Yes, 
they knew it was quite full, but it got that 
way every year, and they felt that it would 
hold-it always had before. 

Proceeding down the Big IIole toward 
Divide, Cardey found a few more anglers 
and told them about the possible danger. 
They, with typical western indifference, 
appeared not to be unduly concerned. 
Cardey and companion continued past the 
power-generating dam, across the Big IIole 
just west of Divide, and to the Butte water- 
pumping station just below. At both places 
they gave their warning which, by this 
time, they had begun to feel was probably 
a little premature and unnecessary. 



Still, feeling relieved to get away from 
the river and satisfied that they had at 
least made some people aware of the pos- 
sible danger, the two tired anglers pointed 
their car toward Butte, some thirty miles 
away. Their  thoughts returncd to the 
pleasant early morning hours in the high 
mountain meadows and to the Fat grayling 
r e ~ o s i n g  in their baskets. 

The Pattengill Dam started to crumble 
some time during the night and in the 
early morning hours the entire retaining 
face went out with a roar that shattered 

~ I I I  water the silence of the forest. S u r ~ '  F, 
poured down creek to its juncture with 
Wise River and then northward, wreaking 
havoc on the river and its surro~mcli~igs, 
leaving scars that can be seen to this day. 

The main portion of the town of Wise 
River was almost totally destroyrd. The  
first major casualty as the flood reached 
the Big IIole River and procecdcd down- 
stream was the Montana Southern railroad 
bridge where this narrow-gauge rail line 
crossed the river just below the town of 
Wise River. 

The raging water continued through 
the little community of Ilewey, which was 
completely inundated ant1 wiped out. Just 
below Ilewey the river enters a canyon, 
which was sealed off a few miles further 
on by a power-generating dam. Pattenrail 
Reservoir had been a water-storage dam 
to provide reserve for the power dam clur- 
ing periods of low water. In a short time 
the flood ended the ~ ~ s e f u l  life of the lower 
dam although remnants of it remained 
until another high water in 1966 removed 
the last vestiges. 

When the flood waters passed the little 
town of Dewey residents who had  ath he red 
on high ground observed a kitchen table 
with a lighted lamp riding on the crest of 
the flood. It is believed that this table with 
its lamp was swept out of a house in Wise 
River, survived the destruction of the 
railroad bridge, and was still intact and 
undisturbed as it disappeared into the 
canyon below Dewey -one of those seem- 
ingly impossible oddities that always seem 
to accompany disaster. 

With the power dam partially destroyed 
and Divide and Morrow river bridees 
taken out, the powerful torrent headed 
for Maiden Rock Canyon where the U n ~ o n  
Pacific Railroad (Oregon Short Line) tracks 
paralleled the river. Fortunately a train 
was not in the canvon for the force of the 
water between the narrow walls was great. 
The rock-ribbed roadbed was swept away 
in many placesand eighty-pound rails were 
bent and twisted. At "45-Bend," a fanlous 
fishing riffle, there remained en~bedded 
in the river for many years one of these 
deformed rails. It would stick up out of 
the water grotesquely during periods of 
low water, a grim reminder of past tragedy. 

Beyond the canyon the town of Melrose 
was far enough away from the river to es- 
cape damage and, as the river widened 

and the rate of descent became more gradu- 
al, the force of the water lessened and the 
extreme danger passed. If the dam had 
gone out on a weekend with scores of 
people on the river, there could have bee11 
a heavy loss of life. As it was, four persons 
were drowned, there was a considerable 
loss of livestock, and property damage was 
extensive. 

Wise River was almost completely de- 
stroyed as a trout stream-certainly as a 
quality trout water. The river channel was 
widened, most of the deep runs and holes 
were flattened out, the original banks along 
with their protective willows and other 
shrubbery were washed away. The stream- 
bed itself was gouged out and practically 
all of the insect and fish life devastated. 
Many attempts were made to revive it 
with heavy stocking and closed seasons, 
but it never recovered, and it is now quite 
evident that it never will. 

The Big IIole River, being a larger 
body of water, was better able to absorb 
the effects of the flood. There were many 
visible surface results, such as washed-out 
bridges, dams and railroad beds, and there 
unquestionably was some damage to fish 
and aquatic life, and to the streambed itself, 
but the effects were transitory and the river 
suffered no lasting damage. 

It is believed by some older fishermen 
that the force of the flood water may have 
caused a wider distribution of the rainbow 
trout in the Big IIole. Prior to the flood 
no one could recall taking this species 
farther south than Melrose, but the season 
following the flood anglers began catching 
large rainbows as far south as the canyon 
below Glen, and it seems reasonable to 
assume that they were carried downstream 
by this unnatural occurrence. 

A somewhat belated result of the flood 
occurred in 1966 when the remainder of 
the old power dam at Divide was com- 
pletely removed by extremely high water. 
Previously this barrier had been the divid- 

ing line between the upper and lower por- 
tions of the river, preventing the brown 
trout from migrating to the upper river. 
As is usually the case, there were many 
large trout in the water just below the 
dam, many of them browns, and already 
this species is being caught as far as ten 
miles above the damsite. If this migration 
continues it may revitalize the upper river, 
which now provides good fishing for small 
and nlediunl-sized rainbows, but lacks the 
large trout that it once had in abundance. 

Charlie Ferguson, hunter and trapper 
from Wise River, was one of those who 
lost his life in the tragic flood. Everyone 
from the smallest child to the oldest man 
or  woman knew genial Charlie. H e  loved 
the hills and streams, and fishermen of 
the area owed a great deal to him for each 
year he made it his business to see that the 
streams were restocked. It was one of his 
pleasures to cut trails to mountain lake re- 
treats and then, with packhorse, take in 
thousands of trout fry, making the quiet 
mountain lakes alive with speckled beau- 
ties. Although his body was carried down- 
stream, his cherished violin was found not 
far away, high and dry on a pile of driftwood. 

Charlie would have mourned the loss 
of his beloved Wise River. He,  at least, was 
spared the slow agony that is the lot of 
those who survive and watch the gradual 
decline of the great trout rivers in Montana 
as they are sacrificed, one by one, to an 
ever encroaching civilization. Ilis violin's 
lively square dance tune of yesteryear would, 
by this time, have turned into a funeral 
dirge. 

George Grant is one of this country S most 
orkina1 and influential fly tiers. H e  has lived 
in or near Butte, Montana, all his life. This 
article is taken with the publisher's pernzission 
from his new book Montana Trout Flies. 



; I George LaBranche 
; 1 an angler's album 

Elizabeth I,aBrarlche, tlau,ghter of the late Geor-ye LaRrarlche, recer~tlv f~rcserlted us 1clit11 an 
excelle?rl collectior~ of' ??~errlora hilia, irrcludirl,g the folloulirl,y pholo,grcl/~/r.s. Geor;ge 
LaBrarlclle, author (~fturo ,?reat Ar?lerica71,/ishir1~. hooks, The  I l ry  Fly nncl Fast Water 
(1914) artd The  Salmon and the Dry Fly (1924), died at the age of et''-h!\~-si.~ irl I.O(i1. The 
picture below was take~r arourld the turf1 o f  the century, and o t ~  the follouli71gpages we 
present a brief tour of his angling interests. 



New York 
T l ~ k  series o f  photo,qrcl/~ll.r ular take11 h.v 

fellou~ flew York At~,yler:r CIlih 111et11her 
Hetlrv I1nrli.r ill tlte ecrrlv 13:lO.~. One shows 
LnBrnllche ulir11 Etlu~elrd Hetclitt, h k  
occcisior~nl ntld ey u a l l ~ ~  /n~~~ou.r/lsltitr,q 
pcirtnen L o u ~ r  n:qh/ i.r n s l t o o t i ~ ~ , ~  scene; 
LnBrn~rcl~e ulns 011 n~licl hirtl l l u ~ ~ t e r ,  and 
i ~ a ~ ~ l e c l  se~~ercil o f  his tlo,ys y f ter fn~~lous  fly 
patter~ls. 



The United Kinydom 



I Florida 1 
Shorl!\l a/!er T h c  S a l m o n  and the Dry Fly was 
puhli.s.rhen', he he,qa11 lo . S / J C I I ~ /  Iflore l i f ~ l e  fi,shin,q for 
bo~refivh. 1 ~ 1 1 / i l  [ale if1 life he llsetl hait, a~rci he is 
shoulf~ here ,qcitheri~~g- . s / r r i r ~ ~ / ~  for u.re cis hail, ( I I I ~ ,  

upparen tlv,  to share ui th  selected / ~ e l i c c z ~ ~  / r i e f l d s .  



New York Fishing Report, 1838 
along with some unexpected information on floating flies 

T h e  American Turf Register and 
Sporting Magazine published t1:cfol- 
louiing report or: fi.shin,q in the New 
York area it: Au,qust of 1838. It does 
not all deal with fly fishing, but it's a 
fascinating ,ylin:pse of an earlier tirne 
because it shouis houl fishing concerr- 

trations haue changed. In the 18:lOs, as the 
writer explains, the 11:ost popular f l y  fishing 
was found on Long Island; he tells us that the 
fan~ous Catskill streants were onlv just then be- 
ing "discovered" b-v city anglers. Contrarv to 
what nza~r-v popular writers say, American fly 
fishing did not begin in the Catskills; it began 
in ntany otherplaces, as we haue shouln in pre- 
vious issues ofThe American Fly Fisher, in- 
cluding eastern Pennsylziania, Long Island, and 
Canada. The  best case to make for the Catskills 
is probably that, in rnalry ways, the-v are ulhere 
ule Americans took flyfi~hilr~gand ntade it our 
own: where we did so ntuch to a d a ~ t  it to our 
circumstances (though even that generalization 
does not hold up  all the tinre). 

This article contains a <greater surprise than 
that, though. More than half of i t  is a reprint of 
an earlier English article apparentlv entitled 
"A Mav day in the Meadows," bv a Sylvanus . - 

Sulanquill. " We have very little inforntation on 
this pen rianle. We know it was used b-v a 
writer in a British book that first appeared in 
1839. Perhaps some of our United Kinqdo:~: 
readers cat: help out. 

SwanquilIS article seerns to harre been re- 
printed in the Turf Register fron: ar: earlier 
printing in the New York Spirit of the Times; 
at least there is credit given to the Spirit at the 
conclusion of the article in the Turf Register. 
We don't know if this means that onlv Swan- 
quill's article, or the entire report, including 
the ntaterial about Neur York fishing, was a re- 
print. We don 't know urhere the Spirit got the 
nlaterial in the first blace. We susbect that the 

1 

Spirit lifted it fron: son:e English sporting 
periodical, because the material b.v Swar~quill 
does not seen: to have been written ulith an 
Anlerican audience in nti~td.  

So uihat ulc harre is a71 extended account h.11 
Suranquill of Jlshing an E~~gl ish  streant, pre- 
sumably ill the rnid- to late-1830s. It is ,qus/:~v 
prose, )vpicallv idvllic and full qf the pastoral 
flazlor so popular (and so or~erdone) in those 
davs. What 74e also hurls, and urhat rnakes it of 
interest to us, is a clear descrz@ior: of ir:te~:tior:- 
ally fishing a floating fly. As Ken Ca~neror: 
pointed out in our last issue ("Tlre Dry Fly 
and I;ast Trairts, " Winter, 198<'3), there are scat- 
tered rcfere~rces to floatiltg~flies in British an- 
,qlilig literature for ce~rturies before Halford 
popularized and fornralized dry flv fishing in 
the late 1800s. The one we reprint here is 
unusual(y clear about it, and noui stands as the 
first known reference to floating flies in an 
Anlerican publication. 

In the second para,qraph of Su~anquill's (car: 
~ -~ 

vou in~agirre givillg yourself a pen nante like 
that today?) article, he describes the fly 1andir:g 
"on the curl" of the urater, and "tripping zcp 
the streant, "apparent!y afloat. Of course at the 
errd of that sentence he sa~vs "dropt into urater" 
(our emphasis) rather than onto it, but look at 
the next paragraph. There we have a fly 'Sail- 
ing a l o n ~  against the wind, " in compar~.v with 
realflies "bobbirrg up and down at his elbout." 
This sounds like surface drag, a~rd a floating. 
fly. Tlre final proof is the swalloul who co~nes . - 
and Picks the- fly fron: the surface (sulallou~s 
aren 'l knouin for diving for subrne~qed insects). 
son:ethirrg that n~an-y nloderr: an,ylers have ex- 
perienced then:selrres. 

We think this is additior:al support for Ken 
Canleron i thesis that the sin:plefloatinR of an 
artifcia1 fly uras such all intuitizle(v ,yood idea 
that people quite ofien did it ulithout thirrking 
at!vthinq of it. It took a hiqhlv soph isticatecl 
an<yIing societv art d an adr~anced corn rnurr ica- 

lions lechno~o,yl~ to turu sort:etlrir:,.y.so oht~iorcr- 
111 pr(~cticec1 into . s o ~ ~ : e l l : i ~ : , q o f t / o , ~ ~ ~ : a t i c ~ n t : c ~ l i l ~ ~ .  

For the sake qf the colorant/ n:ood, ule have 
pre.serr~etl the o7jyi11al speIlin,q cord /J ro:ctuatiot: 
in this article. 

Notwithstanding the prt.scnt month is 
emphatically the shooting season in this 
section, we doubt if the proportion of an- 
glers is not greater by twenty to one. There 
are hundreds upon hundreds of our citi- 
zens scattered about the country within 
two hundred miles of us, and probably 
there is not a brook, river, or pond, within 
that circle, in which they have not wet a 
line. The  largest proportion are whipping 
their flies over the placid ponds of Long 
Island, where the run of trout this season 
is of unusually fine size. Two or three 
parties, made up principally of 'old hancls,' 
have lately made a descent upon the rivers 
of Sullivan and Montgomc,ry counties, in 
this state, and with immense success. The  
Williewcmauk, Calikoon, and Beaver-kill, 
are three of the finest trout streams i n  this 
country; they are comparatively unknown 
to city anglers, and are less fished than 
any others of like pretensions within our 
knowledge. The  trout are large, very nu-  
merous, and of thr most delicious flavour. 
The  rivers referred to lie between 30 and 
60 miles back of Newburgh. T o  reach them 
from town, takr any of the North River 
steamers to Newburgh, ant1 the stagc t o  
Monticello, where you will find some goocl 
trouting. Five miles farther on, at Liberty, 
you will reach Big Beaver-kill. Make your 
head quarters at Mrs. l)arby's, and you 
will be sure to find excellent accommoda- 

"Western En trance into Monticello, " Neui 
York, a uroodcut nrade about the tirne this 
article was urritten. Distances that r:oul seen: 
inconsequential to Neur York Ci!v ar~~ylers 
required ser~eral hours trariel before the Cirlil 
War. 



tiotis, and capital fishing. You will rracli 
thc Wi l l i c~wcma~~k ,  scsvcan milrs f r~r thcr  o n ,  
whrrc  Mrs. I'urvis will takr cvcsry carts of 
you. At the, pleasant rcbsidcncca of theses 
two 'ancicnt ancl most quic~t' ladies, you 
may spcntl a fcw wc~tks as tlclightfully as  
heart coulrl wish. T h e  shooting in the  
nriglibot~rlioocl is 1)articularly fin<,, and i f  
vou have, a Manton, o r  n gootl r if lr ,  takc it 
along with VOII.  

-The I ~ a y  fishing at this t imr  about New 
York and Long Island, is capital. Thcrcs 
;~r( ,  sc.vrsral fine strcsarnc,rs that make tri- 
weekly t r ips  from town to tho Fishing 
Banks outsitlc of Sandy I look.  YOLI Iravc~ 
at 8 o r  '1 o'clock in thv morning, anti rctul-n 
bcl'orcb sunset. Somr of thcsc rxcurs io~is  
are csxccrdingly pleasant, ant1 therc~ arc, so 
many fishing smacks ant1 stcamel-s adver- 
tisrtl daily for tliffc~~-cant placcs a l ~ o r ~ t  t h r  
har l~our ,  that y o r ~  may srlrct a convryancc. 
and whatcvcr fishing you prcl'csr, from 
sharks to poggys. Sea-bass, I)lr~cb and I~lack 
fish, shcepshcatl, poggys, ctc. catc., arcb now 
takcn in immrnsc quantities. Last Tucbsday, 
wc niadra one  of n party of near  two bun- 
drrtl latlics and gcntlcmrn, who went down 
to thc Fishing Banks, about 15 milcs out-  
sitlc of Sandy I look, in the stcamboat Sun, 
Capt. I.anr. Wr  cannot tlctcrminr the exact 
numl,cr takcn, but they coulcl not have 
b c ~ n  lcss than lo~rr tl~ousa~lcl! T h r v  wcrc 
principally ~)oggys ,  with a sprinkling of 
sra-\,ass, ant1 I)rcbtty much rv r ry  thing cklsc. 
\Vc  fishrtl with a la rgr  hand-line,  100 fc.czt 
long, having four hooks attachrd,  1)aitcd 
with clams. It was grra t  fun; two o r  thrc.c 
at a time wrre  caught,  ant1 vour  bait was 
taken thc instant it rrachetl within a fcbw 
fcct of the  bottom. Scvc,ral ladics particu- 
larly clistinguishc~tl thrmselvrs; half a t1ozc.n 
sharks wc-rc. constantly 'cavorting' ahout 
the, boat,  a t t rac ted ,  probably ,  l ~ y  t h r i r  
beauty, ant1 if wc coultl hnvr pcrsuadctl 
one to  allow us to  'play her '  on  the  csnd of 
our  l inc,  n o  tloubt they would have. 'rirerl ' 
to such a f l v .  

Ah! but this hobhi~~g-for-u~hales sort of 
lull is not to  bc nan~c,tl the same day with 
trout fishing-ant1 on I.ong 1sl:und wc can 
show you that ,  in such perfection as is not 

to  b r  enjoyed any where else in this coun- 
try.  W r  long ago informed our  friends 
'whcrr to find sport, '  and can give them 
but little additional information in that 
rcbspc~ct, nor ,  intlcwl, tlo they rc.qr~irc, it. 
Go down by the rail road to I Iicksvillc, 
ant1 trust t o  the Mrssrs. Jackson to give 
yo11 a good tc,am, ant1 whether you g o  to  
Smithtown, Babylon, Islip, Fircplacc., o r  
I'atclioguc, you cannot fail to find sport  
ant1 cnough of it. You can hirck a 11rttc.r 
tcwm of thr  Jacksons than you can in town; 
t11c.y havc th r r c~  teams that will whisk you 
down to Babylon (12 milcs) within an hour.  
o r  to Stump Pond (at Smithtown, 21 ~l l i l r s , )  
ill a n  hour  ant1 forty rni11utc.s. 

And thcn to throw a fly into Conklin's 
~ ~ I K I ,  o r  Blydrnsburgh's, o r  that of I.il'f. 
Sncdicor! Why it is worth ;tn rternity of 
ort l inary exploits with vulgar black fish 
or every-clay bass. O u r  first spring jaunt is 
always a fete, ant1 is looked for-wartl to, 
likv Christmas. Wc think of it a good month 
bcforc~ hand,  and dream of it, and ,  may 
I)(%, talk of it in o u r  slecp. And when at 
Icngth the tlay does really arrivc-to tlay- 
what joy! what spirits! what jumping out 
of brd at thc  first cock crow! what peeping 
ou t  of window to  see if the wind lioltls 
south! what hasty :uitl half-performc,cl ablu- 
tions! what maledictions on the inventor 
of shaving! what hurry-skr~rrying ov r r  the 
coffcr and toast, (we, arc3 too c w - 1 ~  for rolls!) 
what nervousness in cracking o u r  eggs! 
(all of which wc boil at l(,ast ten minutc.~,  
ant1 put in t h r  cup  at least with the  sharp  
csntl u p w a r t l ~ )  what t remr~lousness  in 
sl)rcsacling thc honey, and slicing the h u n g  
I~ccl'! And thcn when we once get fairly 
in to  the  ope11 a i r ,  how difficult to  restrain 
ourselvcs from turning a sommerset, o r  
kicking u p  o u r  heels in somr way o r  other.  
to  tc~stify the  joy that is glowing in o u r  
hcarts! 

lust  listcn to the rhapsody of o u r  trusty 
frirntl, Sylvanus Swanquill, upon 'A May 
day in the Mcsadows.' We, stand reacly to 
make o u r  'afl'idavy' in support  of any fact 
o r  thrsis h c  advances in t he  following 
graphic  article upon thc most drslightful 
of rura l  sports. Says Sylvanus, "Wr arc  in 

"Vieul of I'atchqyue ill Brookhaven, I,orl,y 
Islat~ti, "lrot11 the 1840s; Lo11g Island ulas a 
popular sportit1g resort ulell hefore the 
Catskills o r  Adiro~lrlacks, a11d l t~uch of its 
re~i~ai~~it l ,y ,qoodfishir~g is still preserrled it1 
/)171~nt~ ha~rrls. 

o u r  favorite meadow now; and,  if possible, 
it looks prett ier  than ever  T h e  tree\ have 
grown \inccs we wc.re last h r r c ,  and I'm 
sure  the claisies ant1 daffodils have in- 
crckased in number  and  luxuriance. Tha t  
chestnut hat1 not used to  bc so high and 
spreading; thosc alders ditl not formerly 
throw so broatl a shadow (may their shadow 
never I](, less;) those primroses were not 
wont so complctrly to  cover thc brook 
side;  thosc wootl-anemones d id  not h ide  
rvc,ry bladc of grass along this forest bank; 
those blackbirds wrrr  not always a-singing; 
therc were, not two butterflies fluttering 
over  cavcry I'lowcr. By the horn  of I l ian ,  
thcre is beauty cnough here to  swell a 
man's hisart to the size of an a i r  balloon! 
beauty of sight, bcauty of sounti, bcauty of 
fragrance-all  sorts of beauties waiting 
UIXIII us at cSvcry step, to  gladden o u r  
senscLs and rc,joicc o u r  hcarts, as if man 
wcrc a got1 walking in Paradise, rather 
than thc  poor  thing he  is. 

But what have we to  d o  with men? the 
fish a r e  o u r  fellows; water is o u r  element;  
Undinc  is o u r  love. Salnio Fario, have at 
you! O u r  rod and linc have been long in 
rradinrss-don't think that we hat1 the pa- 
t icncr ( though patirnce is a virtue-and 
the  angler's virtuc par  excellence) to wait 
till wc arrived at the water's-edge to put 
o u r  tackle in order .  No,  no: four meadows 
off wc began thc important operation; and 
in spitc of t iunbling over three stiles in 
o u r  path,  and runn ing  against a dozen 
trcw, all but dislocating o u r  anclrs in about 
twenty gutters, and  running the  hook into 
o u r  finger about fifty times in thc  course 
of ou r  locomotion, we havc happily achieved 
the, task, and arc  wady  to cornmcnce opcr- 
ations thc  momcmt we arrive at the brook 
sicie. Mind,  I call our's a brook, gentle 
r cad r r :  but that's my modesty. You might 
call it a r iver (r~xcusc~ thc  compliment,)  
and  any one, who knows Willowford at all 
(as who doesn't by this t imr? )  will know 
that the merry Bourne has just as good a 
claiiii to takr rank with Father Thames  
ancl ' the soft-flowing Avon' as any stream 
in t h r  kingdom. 

Silrncc now! nobody must speak but 
the blackbird. Whish! goes the lint, through 
t h ~  air ,  as gentle as a butterfly's flight; 
clown drops  the little greendrake on the 
curl  of the water like a snowflake, only 
ra ther  softcr; and  see! here  it comes tr ip- 
p ing u p  the  stream with its little wings ex- 



pandect, and looking as innocent as any 
real ephemera that ever dropt into watcr. 

Ilon't he 'walk the waters likc a thing 
of life?' T h e  May-flies themselves that arc. 
bobbing up  and down at his elbow take 
him for one of their own kin, and wonder 
how the deuce he manages to go sailing 
along against wind and ticle that way. And, 
without vanity be it spoken, hc is the most 
perfect little gem of a green-drake that 
ever was dubbed. We niatle him with our  
own hands-the day before Christmas day 
last, that we might be in time-and he is 
really so natural that Swammerdam hinlself 
might be deceived in him. By heavens! 
and a better judge than even Swammer- 
dam is taken in! Wc have had a rise, you 
will say: on the contrary, it was a clip! a 
bird-one of the most sharp-sighted crea- 
tures that exist, has snapt u p  our little 
make-believe: we have caught a swallow! 
By Saint Martin, (the properest saint surely 
to swear by on such an occasion,) we arc 
now more convinced than cvcr of thc truth 
of the maxim that 'a fisherman should 
know every thing.' For ourself, wr confess 
our ignorance: we are regularly nonplusscd, 
completely flabbcrgastr*d, wr were never 
out swallow-fishing before. What to d o  we 
know not; Walton gives no instructions on 
this point; Cotton has not ~,rovidcd for 
such a contingency. We must treat him 
fish-wise. Therc. he goes, by Jovr! he has 
run out all our  line alrc.ady, and doubled 
our  rod up to the shape of a half-moon. 
IIold hard a bit now, my merry gentle- 
man, and don't flap your fins about so- 
your wings, I mean -steady, il' you please, 
over the willow-bushes-gently through 
the alders. Anothrr turn or two of thr  
reel, and I shall have him within arm's 
length-here he comes-hollo, where's the 
landing-net?-there, now I have him safe 
in the meshes-lie still my little beauty, 
and let me take the hook out of your gills 
(craw, I mean)-there -the operation is 
soon over-now you are at liberty again- 

and away flies 'the harbingcbr of spring,' 
not a jot the worse for his atlvcntr~rr, only 
so frightened that I brlicvr he. will nevrr 
stop again till hc reaches his old winter 
quarters in Tunis o r  Tinibuctoo. 

I11 just half a minute more my little pet 
green-drake is again at his duty. Shall I 
venture him this cast behind that stone 
where the water boils up like a steam- 
engine, and wherc. the rc~eds and bramble\ 
grow so thickly that there i b  only a hole 
about a\ big as a hazel nut to throw into? 
It's a likely nook, and we determine on 
the venture. Whish! amin flies our little 
greenie on the back of the most complaisant 
of all zephyrs; pop he gors into the very 
midst of the whirly-hole, where the waters 
rush with such impetuosity as fairly to 
jerk him out again. But he is not to be 
daunted: again ancl again he returns to 
the charge, and enjoys i t  as the petrel en- 
joys the storm: again and-no, not again, 
for a great lob-sided monster of a trout 
has cut him short in his career, and he is 
off with him across the strea~ii with a bound 
which has nearly run all the line off my 
reel, and almost snatched the rod out of 
my hand. Wc arc in the open now, how- 
rvcr, and lair play will be had o n  all sides 
If hc can snap my gossamer glut now, Ict 
him! il  hc can find a flaw in the tempc.r o l  
ralc ginuinc I.imrrick, Irt him! if hc doubts 
the quality of my hickory, let him pull till 
he has looscnrd 'very tooth in his hratl! 
I Ic  may tear a piece out of his own jaw- 
.nothing more likely at the rate hc is going 
on-but we defy him to break a filament 
of our tackle. Aye, plunge and splash-kick 
all the pcbbles about, and fling the sand 
up  likc mole hills-it's of 110 manner of 
use-'this day a trout must die!'-we have 
set our minds upon just such a fellow as 
you for this fortnight past-we will havc. 
you cooked by Father Walton's own rr-  
ceipt (there's an honour for you!) and, as 
far as may be, dished up  with the samr 
cerrmonies that worthy Isaac prescribes. 

"Vieul of Mot~tauk I'oin!. Lol~g. Isln~ld, " ill !he 
1840s. Fishittg. par!\) hocr!.~ were co1711)1ot1 
siqhts in LOII ,~  Island Sound b.v this time. 

There, now that you have disturbed all 
the watcr, and frightc~ncd all th r  fish 
betwc.cn hrrc  and the next townshil), you 
will prrhaps be a littlr quieter. So, so: 
that's what I call bcirig gentlemanly; that's 
behaving as a fish ought to behave; nothing 
likc taking it cool ancl conifortable. Now, 
be so good as to wait there, and not speak 
a word, whilr I get hold of the landing- 
net; now if you would just have the com- 
l>laisancc~ to raise yourself u p  a bit, ant1 
take your hratl out of the gravel, whilr I 
placr thc neat gcsntly under your silvrr 
stoniachc-r, I should feel particularly obliged. 
Whcw! duntlcr ant1 blitzen! what's the mat- 
ter now? I I r~r ry  skurry, head-ovc-r-hrc-Is, 
splash, clash, crash, smash! for 1icavc.n'~ 
sake takr cat-c. of my best fly! pray think a 
little of my new hickory rod! do have 
bowcals for my gut! Thrrc-thank th(. gods! 
I hovc him safes ill the. landing-ncbt at last; 
and truly l i ( a  is worth all thc agony of 
mind I hevc suffered on his account: four 
~x)u~icls  at Irast, and every pountl of him a 
pictr~rc, by itsc>lf. Thrrc,'s a 'study of a hrad' 
for you! crimson and gold, scarlet :uitl sil- 
ver, arc. n o  n:uiirs to dcscribr h im hy; hc 
must I>(, scBctn to bc. bclic-vrd; rr111ic.s and 
tli;imonds arcL fools to hini, Iris is but a 
streak of Warrc~n's blacking; painting him 
is quite out of the question (carmine, and 
r~ltramarinc! pshaw, charcoal ant1 brick- 
dust!) describing hini is equally bc.yontl 
possibility-where arc the similcs end 
metaphors to come from? Thr rc  is only 
one thing to be done with hi~i i -I  grirvr 
to say it, but it is the lot of mortality on 
such occasions to feel its own inipotrncr - 
thcrc is but one thing to be tlonck with 
him, and that is-to put him in the bag." 

N.  Y.  Spirit of the Timcx 



Early American Fly Tying 
Our expanded nutnher ofpages tempts us to do something ule be l o n ~  considered: reprinting an occasional 
itenz exactlv as it appeared in its orzp~nalfonn. We present here a very ear!v lesson in tying.flies, conzplete 
uith uroodcul illustrations, from the American Tur f  Register and Sporting ~ a ~ a z i n e  for Septenzher, 
18<?0. We have included a couple non-fb fishing items because 1he.v appear on the,final page, as additional 
curiosities. Anlong other things, notice the explicit, and still accurate, instructions for duhbinp~p't~en at the 
conclusion qf the article. This was before eyed hooks became cortznzon, and so the,first step ulas alulays the 
tving it7 of the snelled "line," usuallv of hair or,qut. 

- 

METHOD O F  MARING ARTIFICIAL FLIES. 
MR. EDITOR: 

In the L'American" Turf Register, No. 1 1, for July 1830, page 550, 
I observe an inquiry made in relation to the method of making Artifi- 
cial Flies. I will try to explain the process, premising that it is next to 
impossible, to describe this nice art, so as to make it perrectly intelli- 
gible to  onc who has not scnie previous infol.mation on the subject. 

"There are two general divisions of artificial fl~es, viz. those whose 
bodies are composed of fcatlicrs or heckt'es, and tllose whose bodies 
are composed or hair, or any other substance esccpt feathers; I will 
presently shew the d~ffcrcnce to be o1,served in the process of making 
these two kinds. First of the heckles: T h e  I~oolc is held betwlxt the fore 
finger and thumb of the left hand, the bend of the liook towards the 

of the thumb and finger and the barb down- 
T h e  line to which the hook is to be at- 
then placed on the under side of the 
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shank of the hook, and in contact with it, then 
a very fine kind of cz==- yellow silk, called "Marking 
Silk," IS wased, wit11 shoe-maker's wax, and 
is applied to the upper side ofthe shank of the hook; 
after this take the feather or heckle, of which the 
body is to be made, and strip off from the stalk, the cf 
fenthcrs of that portion which is about to be covered by the wrapping 
silk. Now apply =-= - the heclrle already prepared, 
to the silk thus: c7 all these materials are held 
firmly in contact with the hook by the fore 
finger and thumb of the left hand. T h e  artist now commences wrap- 
ping the silk over the hoolt towards the bend, and as far down the 
shanlr as the length of the fly requires, after the manner called by sailors 
wooldlng; the hoolr then presents this appearance: 
when you have wrapped as far as is desired, fas- 
ten the thread by putting the end through the 
last turn, malting thus a J~alJ'hitch, and wrap the 
silk round the hook to the beginning, to  be there 
ready for thc conclnsion of the next step, which is that of wrapping 
the heckle carefully round the armed shank of the hook until you 
reach nearly to the end of the shank, where you leave just room enough 
for the wings and head; the 11ecBlc is thcn fastened by another hitch 
of the thread, ancl the body of your fly is done, by clipping carefully 
off the surplus heckle wit11 a small pair of sharp pointed scissors. 
Now prepare your wings by stripping off the feathers from the quill of 
some bird, and moistening their taper end with saliva, in  order to  
lreep them together; now resume your lloolr as bcfore and lay on the 
torn ends of \\ the feathers over the body and end of the 
shank, thus, where they are confined by one or two 
turns of the c!$, a - silk and a hitch; now with a pin divide 
the wings equally, and then pass the thread through 
the division ancl bring it under the shank and behind 
the wing nest to your body, carry the thread through the division 
again and under the shanks, and fasten it by three hitches in front of 
the wings, the thread in this process forms a cross; 
finish your fly by cllpping smoothly off all tlle feathers 
that project beyond the end of the hook, and cutting 
off the surplus thread. T h e  other description of flies 
are made with this difference, that after attaching the 
hook to the line, and before returning the thread from 
the bend to the beginning, you prepare the substance from which the 
body is to be made, (suppose hair,) by spinning it betwixt the fingers 
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into a line the size of small twine, then lay it to the thread, holding one 
end fast against tlie hook and twisting the hair and thread with the other 
11a11d until they hnve become incorporated; 
I\ rap the thread and hair round the shank 4 
carefully to the beginning as you did tlle 
heckle in the other case, and make fast as 
before, (with a pin pick out some of the 

T- 
hairs to represent feet,) the rest of tlie process is tlle same as that first 
described. B. 

FISH STORY, B U T  A TRUE ONE. 
Some twenty-five years ago, a Mr. S. of this town, who was then at 

Siasconset, sent some cod-fish to  his father in  town. On dressing 
one which had a poke unusually large, a younger brother of him w l ~ o  
had sent the fish, had a mind to open the poke, when, to his and his 
father's astonishment, he  found in it, an open jack-knife, handle and 
blade eight inches in length, which the fish had swallowed point fore- 
most. On examining it, E. G. were discovered marked on the handle, 
alien the lad exclaimed, U7Tis uncle Eben Gardn~r's.~'  T h e  boy 
hastened to the supposed owner, to  inquire if he  had lost any thing. 
Being answered in the negative, he then questioned his uncle if he  
liad lost a knife. IIis reply was, that when fishing eight or ten days 
before, he lost a jack-knife overboard, east of Bass-rip. When asked 
to describe tlie knife, it appeared fully evident that the knife 
found in the fish's poke was tlie one he lost. T h e  boy who found the 
ltnife is now one of our most respectable citizens, from whom we had, 
within a few days, these curious facts. [Xuntucket Inq. 

JIount Pleasant, 3V: Y. July 6 .  
A sturgeon of no mean dimensions, made an unlucky flounce on 

Friday last, as he was sporting in  tlie delicious sun-beams which 
sparkle on the broad and beautiful surface of the Tappan Zee. This  
restive tenant of the deep was indulging in that kind of exercise pe- 
culiar to its species, talting an occasional peep into tlie breathing ele- 
ment in which we bipeds live, when at a single bound, he threw 
himself completely into the stern of a sail boat, belonging to Mr. Van 
Valer, who resides at the landing directly opposite this village, and 
became an easy prey to the gentleman into whose vessel he so uncere- 
moniously intruded. T h e  captured sturgeon, which weighed 1'30 
pounds, was brought to this village and sold. 



Floating Flies for Bass, 1873 

bn.ss. I/  cr/~pearerl irr liorest ant1 Strcam for 
D e c e ~ ~ l b e r  4, 187.1, nrrcl tllc crrcthor zcln.s F.I.. 
h'i11,q o f  Koche.ste,; n h z c l  l'ork. H i s  crrtic.le rc~crs  
orre of rrrnr!ll let/ers /)uhli.s/retl tlu1711,q tlre 1A'iO.s. 
IKROs, rrrrtl etvrr lX.OO,s, ulhor rrtcrr!~~ / )coplc  (lit1 
rtot belierle hrc.s.s corclrl he tnkcrt orr flies. Nore 
crlso his /)lecz/or rrtotlcrutiorr of I~(zrr~c.s/ o/~/j:sIr. 

' W ' - 

I havc  rent1 with increasing intcrckst 
each article o n  this sr~bjcct. I was astonishrtl 
that  such a qrlestion should ever  suggrst 
itself to a follower of Fathc31- Isaac. I have 
taken black bass from Canantlaigua o ~ ~ t l c t  
and Genesee Kivcr for years with a fly, 
ant1 I find that I havr  I)ettcr success <%very 
year. Not l)y trolling as is the' custom, in 

It 11a.s heert our  /)rcrc/ice/or .sorrrc /irlie 
to p u  hlish hricf accorrrr /s o/flocrtirr,yflr~ 
fishir~,q that /)r-frl(c/e ilrc A rrro.icrrrt ulri/- 
i ~ t g s  of Tlreodore (;ortlort ; such 111ri/- 
i~r,q.s, ( I S  zile harle /)oirrtctl out,  .s~c,q;q-e.st 
illat /loa/irr,q flics, i f  ! to/ cor~~rrrort in 
/Iris coun/rv ,  u v l r  ( I /  least hcirr,y e .~per i -  

the  St. 1,awrcnce from a I~oa t ,  I ~ u t  I)y cast- 
ing  from n boat o r  wading as the  water 
will permit .  Either I have I)rcomr marc 
cxpc~ricnced o r  as I havr  hcanrtl said in 
regard to trout, they have, become rtlucntctl 

r~terr/eci zclith 1o11x before Gortlorr he,.qrr zclri/irt,y 
about rlrerrt at //re ttcnr of //re cer~/ur:rl. (;ortlorl, 
hv 111ost /)o[)zck(~r accourr/.s, i.s ,?illerr cretlit filr 
hei,l,q the ~~father"qft1r:r~ f l r ~ f l s l r i r ~ ~ .  irt A~rrc~riccc 
u~lrerr actuallr~ he urccs /)art (~f'ari orr,yoirr,yfl ~rreri- 
earl es/,erierrce ulith s111.filcef1ie.s. 

Tlre follon~irr,y article is /Ire carlic.st refer- 
e ~ t c e  u v  Irccr~e v r t  fourrtl to flocctirr,? flies for 

a n d  will take a fly better from ytat- to y r a r  
i f  the waters arc  humanly  I'ishrtl. I hnvc 
mntle it a practicr to return to thc  wntcr 
a11 small I'ish ant1 I I~cl ic~vr~ that I linvr 
bee11 amply rcwartltd this ycar. I n rvc r  
had  1)rttcr fishing in these watcBrs. 

T h e  hint  that I havc aitletl in the in- 
crease of this splcntlid fish sccms insignifi- 
cant; but if you will think for jwst a moment 
a n d  see what the. incrc,nsc woi~lt l  IIC- I)y 
re turning fifty o r  one hr~n t l r ed  of thcsc 
fish to the  water, you will not I)r s ~ ~ r p ~ - i s r t l  
o r  woliclcr at my i~ i s inua t io~ l .  

If nll anglers wor~ltl  just kccy) this in 
mind ,  return all small fish to the wotc,r, 
tI1r.1-r woultl I)e n o  t1angc.1- of o u r  lakes ant1 
I-ivcl-s I)c,ing dc.l,ol~ulatetl. 

A littlr care,  ant1 a little humani ty  o n  
the  I);II-t of thc tl-r~c angler would in n 
great degree  make u p  for thc  wholcsalc 
slaughter of the pot-fisher. But ncver mind 
that ,  I have thrown aside my bass rod :uid 
tackle as a wholc, with the  exception of 
tlrc.ssing my flies especially for bass. I tic 
m y  own flics as every angler sho r~ ld  who 
wishes to  dr ink  in thc wholr enjoyment of 
angling.  

In its place I havc atlol)tctl my Conroy 
trout rot1 and trout tackle as a whole, ant1 
fitld that it gives mr infinitely more  ])Ira- 
sure than the  heavier one.  

Now in rcgartl to flics; I hnvc, tried the, 
scarlet ibis, grizzly king, ant1 many others 
with somc sl~cccss, but none  with the  suc- 
ccass that I havc Iintl with n brown onc 
which I hnvr matlr ant1 ~lamcstl king fly. 

111 this locality I have taken th rm from the, 
first of J ~ u i c  to thc first of Octobrr,  with 
this samc fly. I think it sul,rrior to any 
otlicr for the  rcbnson that I havc 1)ut others 
o n  the, same. cast ant1 w o ~ ~ l d  in nine. cases 
o r ~ t  of ten fintl them fast to this fly. 12lso I 
Iinvc~ tnkvn off thc othcar flicts ~untl put 011 

just two of thcsc, ant1 woultl take t imr  after 
t ime two \,ass of n ~)outit l  anti a half o r  two 
11011r1tls c.nc11 at a single cast. Tha t  is what I 
call gu iu inc  sport. T h i s  fly niigh1 not tlo 
I'or otlic*r localitir~s, but I'or tlirsc two that I 
hnvr mc,ntionrtl, I a m  cc,l-taili i t  has no 
~Y1""l. 

Thcscs magnilicent fish stacm to 1)cs v r ry  
g;1111ey tierc, giving almost as much play 
as a trout.  It is sr~ltlom that I Irt my flies 
sink I~clow thcs surfacc of the  watc3r. It is 
not ncLcessary to with this fly, I)ut tlir instant 
that i t  touchcks thc watrr ,  if they arcs at all 
inclinctl, i t  isgrcsctlily taken, in krct I hnvc 
scrn  them jr~rnl) clcar out  of thc watc3r to 
scize thr  sr11)posctl 111-izr. It looks too much 
like Init  fishing to Irt t h rm sink I~clow the 
surpace precisely as thoirgh it was rcnlly 
11ait. When I bait fish I \V : I I I~  to I n i t  fish. 
ant1 w h c t ~  I fly I'ish I want to fly fish. 

I.rt it thcsn 1)cb th r  aim ol cvcry t ru r  
angler. to cx r r t  all his inflr~c~ncc~ to kcep 
o u r  lakc~s ant1 rivcrs 1.1-om I)ring tlcl)ol,r~- 
latt,tl of this magnil'icc,nt fish. If cvcry 
a~iglrlr  will catch his fish al-tistically thercb 
ncctl I ~ c b  n o  I'rnr. If t1ic1-e can I)c n o  I~ct tcr  
I;I\vs, Ict what web havr  I)c cnforcctl, ant1 i t  
will grcatly aid us in o u r  work. 



Museum News 

President S Report to the Museum Membership 

O n  Xlarcli 10. IOX3, t h ( ~  ~l '~.ustcc~s 01 'l'lic 
Musc1111i of i\mcrican Fly Fishing met :I[ t h ( ~  
Yale Clul, for tlic 1)url)osc. of discrlssing the 
I)I"IH)XYI ~ i i o v ~  to \Yc>st Y~~IIo~stoiic.  Mo~it;rll;r, 
and to.ar~thorizc the csccutivc committc~c~ to 
liirc a ncw cxc~ctttivc tlirrctol-. i\utIio~-izntio~i 
\\.as gl-anted, :uitl a scb;u-cli lias tiow bcgrrn to 
fill this position. Canditlatcs shoultl hove a 
proven rc.co1-tl of sr~cccssh~l fiuitl raising; mtlst 
havc~ some, familiarity with fly-fishing antl its 
Iiistol-y; ant1 shoultl I,c cal,al)l(~ of tlealing on  
an equal I,asis with persons, corl)orations. 
ant1 follntlations willing to sul)l)ort the Mu- 
scwm financially. 

The  Trr~s t rcs  also tlccitlc~tl not to rcklocatcb 
thc Mr~sc~um hratlquai-tcrs t o  \Yc~st Yrllow- 
stone3. Montana. I lowcvct-, i t  slioul(l Ins cmpha- 
sized that the Mr~sc%um still rcm;lins strongly 
committctl to making tlir 11ltc~rn:ltional Fly- 
Fishing Ccntcr in \l1c,st Ycllowstonc~ n 1oc:rl 
point of its exliil,ition cltort. 11~1-ing tlic sum- 
mer mo~iths,  \Yesst Yrllowstonc~. Montana, is 
simply the I~ctst placc in thes LJliitc~cl States to 
tlisplay thc history, art, ant1 artifacts of fly- 
fishing to tlir grcatcxst num11c.r of ~)coplc.  
1)cspitc. the) fact that tlir Muscwm licatlqr~ar- 
tcrs will not be locntc!tl in West Yellowsto~ic~ 

tlic irnl);rct of our  displays :uitl cx1iil)its will 
1 ) ~ .  th(5 same. ~l ' l ic~ Mrlsc~um ontl tlic Fc~tl(51-a- 
tio11 of I'lv I'is1ie1-s Iinvc~ mutrrally agrcxc,tl 
0 1 1  thia a~.rangcnicnt.  .l'Iic~ tlccision not to 
Iocatcs thc Mr~scbr~m li(~:~tl t~~carte~rs in \Y(,st 
Yc~llowstonc~ stems from o u r  cul-I-c5nt I ) ~ I - -  
cc.l)tio~i tliat i t  \\.orlltl I)<, inortlinatrlv tlifli- 

months ol'thc yc ;~~ . .  I t  is ou r  ~ ) r r sc~n t  conccl)t 
tIi ; l t  -l'lic~ Mr~sc r~ rn  o f i \mc- r i ca~~  F1v I;isliing 
slior~ltl ~ ) r c ~ ~ ) ; w c  vxliil)its w1iic.h can I)?  1)nck- 
agctl ant1 sliil)l)c~tl. 0 1 1  loan,  t o  \rarious mtl- 
sc,rlm 01- c-xliil)it I'acilitic~s a r o r ~ ~ i t l  tlic c.orln- 

(lisl)lay (111ri11g t l ~ c s  \ v i ~ ~ t c r  ~ i i o ~ i t l ~ s .  
I frl~-thc,r note that Iohn Mc~~-wili agrccstl 

to ellair a committcr to tlcvclop :uitl rc~com- 
mrntl critel-in lor tlic new location of the 
Mr~sc~nm 1icatltlu;u-ters. ;wtl 13011 Johnso11 will 
hcatl orlr rxecutivc-dirc,ctor search committc~c. 

771c 1!18!{ tl~r~lrrcll dleelitz,q llrc ,2llr.sc~1rtt1 
ir,ill hc Irc,ltl oti 7%1rrsilt~\~. S ~ / ) / ~ I I I / I ~ , I -  S, I!)S.'l. ( 1 1  
u /~ltrc.c' ctl.sil\~ trcc.c.s.sihlc 10 o11c 1!/ the //rrce 

David Ledlie Named Editor 

- - 
1)avltl I3 I.cdlic1, \vho ha\ s c ~  vctl as 12s5is- 

t;rnt kklitor on 771~7 11 111eric(111 I:l\s Fi.slrrr for the, 
1):rst five, ycal-s, has I~cscn sclcctc~tl to assrlmr 
thr magazine's c~tlitorsliil) starting wit11 the 
Fall. 1!)89 issuc-. I'aul Sclir~llcry, who rcsigncd 
as 1)ircctor of thc Muscwm last Novcml)cr, 
agrcctl to scs~-vct as intcsrim cditor ol the 
mng:vinc until a ~ r~ ) l ac rmcn t  coultl In- locmtl, 
:inti lias rtlitctl I)otli the \I'intrr :uitl Spring, 
1983 issurs with Ihvid's  hell). 12 mccsting of 
thc Musc~um's T1-11stc~3s hc,ltl last winter ag~ectl  
unanimously that I)avitl was tlic ol~vious 
choicc, ant1 so h r  was ofkrc~tl the position. 

1)c~sign of tlir magazine will I)e taken o v c ~  
by Martha I'oolr of 1)orsct. Vermont, ~vlio 
has scveral ycars cxlrricncc in fishing ~)ul)li- 
cations, ant1 who sc.1-vctl 1.1-c~qucntly as :w atl- 
visor to I'aul whcn lie was I)otli ctliting ant1 
tlcsigning thct maptzincs. 

Ihvitl I.c,dlic lias 1)rcn a Trr~stec of the 
VIc~sc~~~ i i  for morr th;ui twrlvc ycars; lie has 
I~ccn active- in caring for tlic collections; ant1 
se~vctl as Musctlm Kvgistrar in 1975 and 1976. I)crr>it/ 8. Ledlie 

l t l l l /O7'  llir/~Or/.S . ~ ~ ~ I ' ~ ~ ~ l l , ~  1vC'71, Yllrk' Ci/\l, \ir:lt~ll 
for ;I Iatcl- announcomcnt giving tlctails o n  
timcl ant1 ~)lacc,. 1\11 mc~mI)c~ra ~ '110 cir~i 1)c i ~ i  

1 1 1 ~  New York arcsn o n  Srl)tc~ml)c~r 8th arc  
rrrgc~! to holtl tliat tlatc o1)c.n :uitl to attrntl 
tlic A n ~ i r ~ a l  Mcc,ting. 

I n  closing, I am tlelightctl to report that 
thc~ Musct~m's (;cnrral Ftuntl has increasctl 
ly over $25,000 since July 1, 19H2, :IS intli- 
catcd Ily the Trc,asurrr's Kcport of March 4. 
1!)83. Sincc that I-eport, a highly s l~cccssf~~l  
fund-raising auctio,i was heltl it; New York 
City o n  March 10 r~nde r  tllr ablc chairman- 
ship of I~u i  Mackay. On March I I, a simil:u-ly 
succc.ssful ctvent was held in Madison, Wisron- 
sin, untlcr tlic clinir~iiansliil) 01 Susic~ Isakscn. 
Atltlitional fund-raising auctions to \,enelit 
thc Mrlscrlm arc schedulctl lor Clrvt.l:untl, 
I'ittsbr~rgti, ant1 Manchestcr, VCI-mont, prior 
to tht. ckntl of our  fiscal year o n  Jun r  30. As 
~)reviously reported, Musecum Vice Prrsitlrnt 
i\rt Frcy cliaircd the, M~lsctlni's "kick-off" 
auction rvcnt, in thc San 1'~uicisc.o Bay area 
o n  Novcmlx~r 30. 1982. 

Ohr tlcu.lx.st tllmiks to the Mrlsc~r~~ii ~l-nlstc~c~s 
ant1 mrmbcrs whose work :uid contrib~ltions 
arca turning.thc, Muscum's filiancial contlition 
nn)untl so that we, can anticil)ate o vrly hcalthy 
rc1port o n  ollt- contlition at thc cntl of this 
fisc:ll yc:rr. 

IIis strong background, both in collection 
adniinistratioli ant1 in c~clitol-ial work, mndc 
him tlir natural choicc lor tlir ctlitor's posi- 
t ion.  I)avc livcss \\zit11 liis wife. I'at, all anti- 
clu;wio~l I)ooksc~llc~., in I3uckfic~ltl, Maine,. 
ant1 hcs tcnches chc-mistl-y at Ilatc*s College. 
I I c  holtls a I).;\. ~ I I  chc~mistrv 1rom MitltlI(,- 
I~ut-y (:ollcgc ant1 a 1'h.l). 1.1-om M1T in or-  
ga~iic.clicmistry. I Ic has 1)ul~lislic~tl nl1rnc.r- 
ous  articles in chcmicnl ior~r~lnls .  Flyfislicrs 
know him l~cs t  1.01- his many articlca in 7 . 1 1 ~  
A I I I C ~ I - I C I I ) ~  I.'I\, Frilrcl: inclutling n I~ook-lrngtli 
sci-icss of :rrticl(~s o n  I)c,an Sages, a ~ i t l  for liis 
history co lum~i  in I.'/\' 7'18er m a g a ~ i n c .  Etli- 
torinl c.o~-~-c~sl)ontlt~~icc sliorlltl l)cn atltlrcssc~tl 
to  him at the, Mllsc~rlrn. 

Auction Reports 
Ilctails of the Wisconsin ant1 the New 

York auctions havr  not bcrn  received as of 
this tlotr,. I lowrver, infol-med sources atlvise 
us that apl)roximatcly S2,(XX) was raisetl in 
Wisconsin while over $20,O(K) resrllted from 
otu- New York c,fforts. Coordinators Susic 



Isakscn ant1 Ian Mackny arc to bc congratu- 
lated for their efforts. A slxcial note of thanks 
is directed to Kichard Krcbss and I.aura Tows- 
lee for their herculean support of the MII- 
seum's Auction Program. 

Trustee and Vicc Presitlent, Art Frey 
reports below on thc most rccent, highly suc- 
ccsslr~l (3rd Annual)  S ~ I I  FI-ancisco a r~c t io l~ .  

O n  Novrml)rr 30, l!)U2, tlnc M I I S ~ ~ I I ~ I  hrltl 
its tlmirtl annual \Yrst Coast u ~ ~ c t i o n  to  I)ca~ir- 
fit Museum operations, at the Grcen I Iills 
Country Clt11). T h c  auction was attc.ndetl by 
100 frie~nds and members of the Musellm. 
T h e  total net income cxceetlcd SI4,o(X).O0. 

Auction ctx)rclinators were, Arthur T .  I'rey 
and 1.awrence J.  Gilsclorf. T h e  ;~r~ct ion  com- 
mittee consisted of Jim Van I,oan, Robrrt E. 
I Iendcrson, John Eusticr, Don Labbe, and 
Tin1 Schaaf. All did an outstancling job coordi- 
nating the event. A special thanks to Will 
Godfrcy who 1,crformetl ~nagnificcntly as 
auctioneer. Among thosc attending the, event 
were ( h r d n c r  Grant,  Museum Presitlent; 
Marty Scldon, Executive Vices I'resiclent of 
the Federation of Fly Fishcrs; Charles Nelson, 
Trustee; Mike Fong and his wife, ~~I io tog -  
rapher Christine Fong; casting authority Mcl 
Krieger; Mike Stidham, notetl California wild- 
life artist; Valentine Atkinson, well-known 
outdoor l)hotogral~her from San I'rancisco; 
Kichard May, President of Calif(~rnia Trout;  
Esther Simon, Executive Vicc I'rrsidcnt of 
the Federation of Fly Fishers; and Dave 
Allrccl, fanious sculptor of wildlifc~ art. 

Vicc President Art Frcy announccxd that 
ttic 1983 S m  Francisco auction will I)r hcld 
sometime in Novemkr .  Co-cllairmcn lor the 
event will be Larry Gilsclorf ant1 1)on 1,abbe. 

T h e  auction could not havc I~cen ~,ossible 

1 On the Auction Circuit 1 1 I Information concellling donations, pro- 2 

1 grams, and other pertinent tlrtails may 
1 be ol~toinr t l  tlirc*ctly from the- auction j 1 coorcIin:~tors listc~cl l ) c ~ l o ~ ~ ~ .  I 
I i i Al'KII, 20, (:I,I'VEI,i\Nl), 0 1 1 1 0  
1 Uickson \Yhitnc~y, Mt ( ; cu~ i  <:h(kmical : 
1 C o m l ~ a ~ i y .  <:lc~vc.lantl, Oh io  4-11 1'1 
I I MAY 17, PITTSBUK<;II, 

$ 

1 PENNSYLVANIA 
! Michael Fitzgeraltl, I'ost Officc Box 161, j 

Pearcc Mills lioatl, \Ir\'cxfo~-tl, I'c~~lnsyl- ; 
vania 15090 I I 

1 JUNE 4, MANCIIESTEK, VEKMONT j 1 <;. Dick Finlay, c/o Musc.t~~n of / \mc~ican 
1 Fly Fishing, Manchestel-, Vrrnmont 052.54 i 

1 1 NOVEMBER 29, SAN I'KANCISCO, 1 CALIFORNIA I 

j Lawrencc 1. Gilsdorf ant1 1)on Labbc, Post ; 1 Office Box 13, Burling-mme, Glifomia 94010 ' i 

without thr  su l~por t  of those intlivitluals :md 
companicbs who donated the prizes. 

T h e  Museum of Arneric:un I'ly I'islning 
wishes to th:unk thc following intlivitlr~als 
culd coml,anies for tlonating the, prizes for 
tlic. San 1'1-ancisco auction: 

Chuck Stranahan 
Teat1 and Mary Gerkcn 
13011 Nauheim 
Russel J. Quistprt l  
Sharon ant1 Jim Van I.otm 
Mcl Kricgel- 
Valentine Atkinson 
Maxine Athcrton 
Jim Schaaf 
Arthur T .  1'rc.y 
Dill Wcbster 
I larry Adamson 
Sl~ortsnman Sl~ecialities 
Joe Kimsey 
Iiich & Shirley Irvinc 
Christine & Mike I'ong 
K:~Il)li Wahl 
(;eorge Grant 
<;rant I i n n  
Walter Wolfc 
I3ill Clay1,ole 
Ogdcn I'leissncr 
T h e  Orvis Company 
jack Brewton 
Maggie Merriman 
Sanluel C. Johnson 
I Iarry Kime 
Reg Turner  
Ken6 I Iarrol, 
Janet & Marty 1)ownc.y 
jack Francis 
1)avc. i\111-c~d 
Nccl Bowler 
Mike Stidham 
J .  Kcnnctly Fisher 
Jim Tecxney 
I.arry 1;ostcr 
John F. Eggcrt 
I 1a1-I-y Wilson 
Ilavitl R. Meycrs 
Andris Puyans 
Iloug Park 
Ralph Moon 
Aqrlal~onita Fly Fishers 
I Ial Ja~issc~n 
Bill Kreisl 
Roger Cri~wys 
Kent Bullfinch 
Chuck Nclson 
Art & Scott Kimball 
I'lano Moulding Company 
Wright & McGill Comlmny 
Cortlantl Line Company 
I3arbara I'helps 
Thomas and Thomas 
Sytl c;lasso 
Ilana S. Lamb 
John Bailey 
Scientific Anglers/3M 
Mustatl and Son 
I'aul Wel~ber 
Not1 6 Reel Mapzinc  
Albert J .  M ~ m g c r  

Position Available 
7'lrc ,lirr.sc~cirr~ ( J /  /ltt~o.ic.te~r I;(\> Fi.shirt,q 
ic. scc kit1.y ci/~/~licti/iorr.s / o r  thc /~o . s i / i o~ i  

o /  I<xc-cutivc~ l) irccto~-.  
7'11 i.s rtr/~itll\' ,yrozi~irr,~ tr o l i - /~ro / i /  itrstil~c tion 
retlrrirc.~ ( I  /erll-tirrrc, .scl/-.s/crrli~r,y c.~ccu/it le 

1 1 / j / 1 / 1 '  o r  irry uirr ill tc'rili~rg- 0 1 1 1 1 1  1 0  

T h r  Musc~u~m ol';\nnc~rica~~ Fly Fisl~ing, 
.llntrchc~.s/c,; I'ct.rtrolt/ 052;iJ. 

/Yo Icle/~lrortc ccill.~, /~lcu.se. 

IOIN T I I E  MUSEUM 

Mrmbcrshil) Kates 
Associatr 9 20 
Sr~staining 9 90 
I'atron S100 
Sponsor S2Y) 

Send your membc~rslni~~ nl,l)lication and 
I'r~ll ndtlress to thr  Secrrtary, The, M~~sc,um 
of American I'ly Fishing, Manclmester, Ver- 
mont 05254. T h c  Museum is a ~ n e m l ~ e r  ofthc 
American Association of Museums :und tlic 
American Association lor State ant1 I.oral 
I Iisto~y. Wr arcb a non-profit educational insti- 
tution c11:u-terctl r~ntlcr tlnc laws of the, stat(, 
of Vc.rnmont. 

SUI'l'ORT T I  1E MIJSEIJM 

As a11 indcl~endc~it ,  non-profit institution, 
T h c  M ~ ~ s c ~ ~ u r n  of American Fly Fishing must 
rrly on  the gc~~ierosity of pr~blic-spiritrtl incli- 
vitluals for subst;untial supl)ort. We ask that 
you givr our  institution srrious considrration 
when planning for gifts ant1 I)c~quc~sts. 

We Ilavc thr  following back iss~lcs of thc 
mnR;r~inr availnl,lr now: 

Volumr Five,, Numbers 3 2nd 4 
Voltumc Six, Nunmbcrs 1, 2, 3, and 4 
Volc~rnc~ Srvcsn, N~umbcrs 2, 3, and 4 
Volume Eight, Numbers 1,2,  3, ant1 4 
Volrlmc Ninr, Nu1m11r1-s 1, 2, and 3 
Volume Ten ,  N l ~ m l ~ r r  1 

I'lacc your ordc,r with the Kegistrar, T h e  
Museum of American Fly Fishing, Manchcs- 
tcr, Vermont 05254. Enclose, S4.0() for each 
col)y desired. T h e  184.00 covers ~ ~ o s t n g r .  



I Most tackle collectors are primari- 
ly concerned with top-quality items: 
the best representative samples of 
gear by the best makers. Like book 
collectors, they seek always to find 
a better example than the one they 
have, to improve the quality of 

their collection. second-best does not inter- 
est them much. 

The Museum has a different function. 
We are of course interested in  collecting 
the finest tackle, but our  interests are 
broader than those of most collectors. Our  
mission is to document the development 
of the sport, and to do so as comprehensive- 
ly as possible. That means collecting more 
than the finest. It  means that we are inter- 
ested in many items that collectors aren't. 
For example, at any given time most fish- 
ermen are not using the most expensive 
custom-built rods. Today, for every one 
fisherman using a bamboo rod there are 
thousands using fiberglass and graphite 
rods. 

We have a democratic collection. While 
we seek to preserve the masterpieces, we 
also seek to preserve the much more com- 
monly used tackle that was available to 
most fishermen. The  famous masters of 
early bamboo rod building-Leonard, 

Seconds 
Payne, Thomas, Orvis, and so on-did 
not provide most Americans with fishing 
tackle. Most Americans used mass-produced 
tackle, the way they d o  today. While Leon- 
ard got fifteen to forty dollars for his rods 
in the 1890s, Sears sold split bamboo rods 
for a dollar. They werdn3t as good, but 
quality isn't the point; the point is that 
this is a museum about and for all fly 
fishers, not just for the fortunate few who 
have the best tackle. When we want to 
understand the fishing practices and sport- 
ing attitudes of our predecessors, we must 
look to more places than the books, which 
were mostly written by the people with 
the best gear. We want to know what they 
thought, but we also want to know what it 
was like to be "just another fisherman" 
back then. The  market, and the angling 
subculture, is made up, for the greater 
part, of anonymous sports who don't write 
o r  become famous but who are the heart 
of what fly fishing is all about. Fly fishing 
has been called the most social of all the 
solitary pastimes, but most of the society 
-most of the communication - is con- 
ducted by conversation, not by writing. 
T h e  tackle used by earlier generations is 
one of our best links with them, sometimes 
our  only link with them. While we don't 

want to unleash upon the Museum a flood 
of old Montagues gnd unidentifiable-nine- 
foot-three-piece-Calcutta-cane-rods-with- 
intermediate-red-wraps (sometimes it al- 
ready seems like a flood, each rod accom- 
panied by a hopeful owner who thinks 
he's discdvered i priceless masterpiece), 
we d o  want the membership to know that 
our  purpose as a Museum encompasses all 
fly fishers. 

A recent visitor to the Museum collec- 
tion room was surprised to see a modern 
rod case in among the antiques, and he 
asked "What's that doing here?" "That" was, 
we pointed out, a singularly important item: 
a prototype of the first Fenwick graphite 
rod. We showed him the Shakespeare Howald 
process fiberglass rods, and told him about 
the boron prototypes we'd just received 
from Don Phillips, who caught the first 
trout ever taken o n  boron. We explained 
the breadth of our mission here at the Mu- 
seum, and how history is happening all the 
time, and that we must keep up  with it. Our 
guest, once he got 
over his surprise, 
agreed that we had 
the right idea. 
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