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REVCLUTIONARY
' REGROUPMENT

vhen tae founuing memdb.re o, the

Irieh Vorkers' JUroup wero expellod
yrom wn: Socialist torkers' ovemen ¢
two ye.rs ago, they immediat.ly igge
ued & stateuent to the left grouss
and papers (qeve.: published) in whien
‘they uescriveu tne nolitical busis

of their onposition witnin tiat or -
ganisation, tue vureaucratlic o ture
of tne oVW. und tneg Waolly aude..oor, -
tle wwnner ol our eanulsion. /he
gtoteseut councluded with a ocull for
re roupwent and iusion of the left
as a stratesic priority in the i L
for theoretical primeiple, political
clarificetion aud programmetic devel.
opment. .u the draft vublication of
tie Irduh vorkers' Groun mwanifesto,
in wnovember '76, and iu tue firsit
ispue of CuihSQY SUWGGL . ia Juue '77,
we .urther repeatea sud exnlujined
our position on re.r.avment. mone of
“our-articles wes reslied to by tue
reresentatives of tue Left in Iie-

degently, the Indeseadent Socialist
Party aas sublisied & doocuwent "For
Revolutiouary Regrousment’ whicu
attewpts 1o give reawous wuy uud ou
wuet vasiv lusion of the loLt wi_nt
_iﬂkg.placa.'@prﬁpsrguﬂ';;gixo-awntu
ug.vas orjauised by tue 1.P wita
luvited speakers irom v, wS. and .
_ Si to discuss tue to
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vhen, as CX=-memberg of the DV 5 W@
ca;ltd Lwo years a,o ior redroungut
and iusion of tne left, we dia .0 not
merely oecause we.'were & handful of
comrades spreaa over four Cities,
leolutea irom tne clasg stru xle and
the rilutively dar_er marxist and
ropavliown geoupin u, I ludeed tpat
had beva our gole Cunsiderution we
could justly have bLees accused oy
-pouiub_gqaqggqqt;gngg solutions to our
own 1solatioan. wo woubt our argumentsg
to defend such g naqaoeuvre would have
beeu coucned in terms siwilarly va.ue,
pious aand abstruct s tnose of the
1T 4a taeir docwmneat ‘ror ilevolutione
ary Hegroument'. On tne coutrary, we
did 8o {or three reasons.

l. rhe total baskruptey of the methods
and solutions { the Parogrammes; of the
eaistiag revolutionary and republican
lett as tae basi:z for vuildia; a vau-
plard uariist sercy of tae Leniuist
tyoe iu tiie Irish workin, class.

2+AD a consequence of (ais failure,
the fra mentetion and splits &dOug
tiese yroups, couplea with ETOWAiN
demoralisation and irustration of
secuions of militautes in tue worsiag

class movewment, trade uaions and Lab-

.g o 2 'il:x"l | ‘.‘._ ) T |
fhe lateraatioaul crisis of.leader-

mperialist
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ad the Left Opposition in tne battle
aqﬂnﬂt the Stalinist counter-reyvgly-
g?on' culminating in the fight for the
f;urth International incornorcted {in

; | P amn | |

¢he Transitional Programme o! 19383,

s, In the light of these truditiong
and the method iphprent within them of
revolutionary Lolsheviem in actiou,

1o analyse and evaluate the teotics,
strategy and pProsrammes of tae various
zarxist tendencies in Ireland ang

.ntema;ionall YV e

j, To pose our own tantical snd stra-
tegic alternatives to the gcentriopt
and opportunist politice of the marx-
jet and republican left as part of a
prineiplied process to create u voll-
ective leadership of revolu tionary
socialists wedded intransigently to
the struggle for theoretical clarity,
merciless self-criticism, revolution-
ary activism, unbending hostility
to capitaliem, loyaliom, clericalisn,
and all ideologies and currente
wiich stand in any way for their COn=-
tinuation.

Therefore, our documents frankly and
sharply addressed themselves to the
record of the Irish left and drew firm
and harsh conclusions about that rec-
ord. We have been accused by the Irish
left of egotism, of claiming a mouo-

'impogsg
one tendoncy claimin,
in 1t06lf all the tpys
and let live.

of any
| 20rate
Lrg0? bive

to incop
h,

eale all the

ir politica. Art
can throw avay
8cientifio lan-
if ueed correctly,
use of a living

ir Berioun marxistg

the only precige and
suage of analysis,
and still claj

han theijir

For them to hav
characterige the

politically and s
demand an éxamina
and tactics,

our interpret
with the marx

e to
Irish Wworkers
dientifically
tion of our
our political method,
ation and identification
ist tradition. To do this

Group
would
strategy

poly of the truth. These accusation effeotivel‘y would in turn require exans-
¥ére entirely predictable. Rather t;::m?imlt:u:;::n p°“:1°‘1 and

1 : | I'@tioca re one, the

tg:nb::::m‘ our polemics as laying R __ '

for a principled and sharp

debate on
B¢ - the issues that
left - t.e 137 ke
We. have acoused
thue aya

do divide the
G, sad tue

strategy, tactics, procram- pofivities in th

lhmlt darxist tarmin.olau s Jor - * 73 g -'
(. °tarienism is a concept character- R
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i8ing tactics and etrategy. For 1 :

1iberals s uge refers simyly to what _ =~
they lgnorantly regard as the '‘abusive- ¢p
e84 ang 'congenital' divisiver.ess of  lefth
.th‘ left, Ve refute completely the ;4.
:hu“ of politiocal sectarianicm. As ghamef
s Bave ghown, it ig the Irish left g

ing on matters of
v ro

.-_’1.4' Ve are ne't 13 m’ L%,‘
Tised that they regard our use of
" unhelpful to dedate
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totally incapable of being euployed intell

\ i ' ' ectual
as & methcd of ar}alyslg, ol iy T ARG e im?ti%eagi @ handfu) o1 wor-
interventioa, orientation and Struggle. ... . ‘ _ e W0r3t~chara'cter..

No I'ight occurred | The left, lncregg- l?;:ﬁ:nof E:?tll’}?euectualn
ingly outmanoeuvred and divigeq in ~' g Communign, )
it?nlf,uimply.fulL upgrt. Evontlnlly, The 1yp docume: it ¢ reyroupment
a disparnle group resigned, oilly 1o illusipre tes oup critic isms y ,
dieintesrate further - some rutaruing c'.lt:::[.rly. Devoid of any c(‘qc;::r; mqro
to . the IIREP ¢g convinced repubiicmm, ical alalysis of political trP prpl
o | aditiong
others to sterile scholastlcmm, oL programmes, Period ppr Perspectiv
others still +*o the limbo lanqg of .its facile imprecsionism leads tp tﬁ;
their "careexrs", Part of the pregent I5P coriclusion that a "uniteqr revoly-
leadership of' the ISP pear full res< Lionary left wil) ‘répresent g "strong*
ponsibility for waat happened to the current on .the basis of agreement on
IRSP. The mos{ hopaful opportunity n ligt of worthleug platitudes, The
for .Btﬂ.bliﬂhind‘ A @enuline wor!{ing LWQ 1‘(.'-’:?@0 ts tnio documﬂ'nt Oompletﬁl\'-
clasu marxiet movewent wag eolinleto- "Unity" on the basis propoged is at
1y doetroyed witliont even the nepi best an vJportuniastic manoceuvrpe
to an_a_l"m: the lesuom: of this tragic lla.i-V'.;l,}' andertaken b.}' the ISP, and
spisode being eveh recognised betore cynically by the SWi, to recruit
the emergence of a new tendency should me:zmbers to their economistic perspec-
begir-. This, at least, would haye tives of party-building. It is regrot-

enabled tie parxists to cle>jfy their table that the 1sp display again the
understardin; of theory, strategy and  Seme frivolcgg complucenoy, the same
progr mme and incorporate tlie 'eusong  Arro,ant illd&iie{‘erlce to theoretical
vithin a more fully developed polit- a—n,ndki..xoiltioal prmciple‘sa evident
{3al perspective. Inatuﬂ, after in their time in the IRSP,

aonths ineide the cterile gasbeg of PR DI PRER B9 ® 5
tre "Irigy Committee for a Socialist

e o | | Unlike the ISP, we do not belipye
Prograrme", & rew ™ ty" was | P ’ % g
ar.ngznﬂed " ;n thea 'ba.f:: gf 2 "programmen that the dlvisions among the left are,
of 84 é;y‘ 1ot tuian s E T at base, superficial. It 18 no doubt
I3sP, naﬁl{fmm‘ of the most ~ true that petty factionalisn needlgse~"
Ie1ittonlly aw’individuals segan, 1y Oxists but 4t by morn i noed]

loidershin of the ISP nad lear e w - that
hething “ronm their ex ne he tiongll
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Teéveal that ore form of righ
Waism (1eft-rep ublicanism) has

A
Yovarde iig own nistakes is on of
£ wng o Laboriant and surest oriteri

4’8 whion creot.
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:’f"bor.tion of the Traneitional

" some in the light of a changed

mf:rical reality could have spelt
L: new strategic and tactical path

_ international proletarian power.

m,teadfme Fourth International failed

~edefine 1te perspectives adequately
.w unwi‘“"u’ly’ the Trotskyist moven-
.‘gt split into a series of groupings
sub-groupings. Basically the world-
ide divisdons of the Trotskyist left
sclate tO their understanding and use
,f the world programme embodied in the
fourth International in 1938. It is
ron this relationship that oue can
4est recogniee the serious and profound
iifferences of method employed by the
Jiffering national and iaternational
wrrente of modern Trotekyism. The
sarticular debates and issues, the
questions still remaining to be res-
olved,underlying this historical
division deserve a separate and det-
siled treatment. Broadly, however,

there are three major positions.

e 8§ FPE SN

In this category fall the W.R.P. in
‘titain, Workers' League in Ireland.
‘i represents the most dead-end
—<xarian perspective for whom the
rld stood still in 1938 with the
."iti.onal Programme. Forever
the "imminent" collapse
. C2Pitalism these groupe combine
- M08t goctariun wnd factional eelf
*notion of their organisntion,

oreth the most opoortunistic
efeng.. OF Teformism, a position
el by applying a few "corr: et

vamy . © fTOom the Transitional Pro-
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Unitel Snoratarisy it ehted by the
o o the Fourth

ntérnationel wae the on)y one ¢
attempt to rositively rcnzt tg tg
changed world Coliditions faoing s
olutjonury toclaliets in Lhe Fgur::-
Inboruu@ional. in Ireland it in f W
repreosented Ly the ilovement for ;o.
u?Cid%iSL Republie. However, |
al fallgre of the USFI to sround theip
thegrgtlcal, strategic and tactical
positions in a ooncrete political
€Ccouomy of the new world order meant
it Wi “holly inocapavle of translating
tne icezs a.d method inteo living
Blruggl » in the workin: clage. It dev-
eloped u chroaic ldeoloygical inatadile
ity citner stridently ultra-leftist
Or supiuely opportunist ( the present
tactical orieantation being blatant
cepitulation to reformism, whether of
the Trace Union Bureaucracy, Labour
left or Stolinism). The MSR, like

the tot-

}
the JSI'T {u general held a position
on the Permanent Revolution whieh
identified che Proviaional-apearnoading
of the natlonal strugglas with the
working c.as3 leadership of that |
struggle, in effect obliterating the
need for & working class marxist
+rogramn:e and party. The USFI sees the
‘o nal Frogramme as a siorehouse
slogans to dignify taeir
J and political uistcxrtions.
long of revolution-
red into a

k




{p the 1.5. group, now Hwp
talin and 1te niptor. grouy
irelanc. In rojecting
al Prograwmne ol 19%8 ag irrelovunt
to the 503, 60s and 108, the IS Yere
inevitably to reject the Wilole idegy
of a transitional Programme as
Iﬂlzvant. in doing so, IS and S\
reject=d the possibility cf elab
ing a programme ecxcent ag a
of a MRg4d party already Raving be.n
butlt. Ir Cvrn thoy furthor: re joot
tie possibility of building a 16w
internctionil without gimilar magu
partiee eiie‘ing. In egsence & purely
organieational concept, tnig tradi-
tien has raturred. to the Programmatic
traditions of the Second Internation-
al - a minimum/maximum programme ir
which the duy-to-day struggles f'op
reforms (uinimum) are divoreed fro:n
asny struqgle for workers' power (the
max.nur.), @.. workers control is
not seen as g transitional ang Lt
ing persnective vut as something to
be implensnted after the revolution,
and national uni ty similarly,at root,

It taus 5
development of theoxr _ |
party and cliss, Drogramme aud atra-

v W in
] ¢ Trunnihion_

11
orat-
Eesu;t

O the way te

daing ‘ane th
In Ireland SWM - »

Nne ghown theé

S8ame tendencjes in ite atteaptg to
€et a "ri.ht to work" narch off the
grovond ladt autumn, jin j ‘

‘he unempioyeq ac
in the worthlegg
faros", 1p conditionsg
for renecating tue gjg
Superticial gaing of
SWM has made no solid
Though stil} confirmed
self-satisfied fee
realism, it ig
narcissist.

ISP din {ts .
wita wuch less go
same ldcvoulogical

loapt Guitadle

nificant but

the IS group,

€e1n8 anywhere.
in jits smug,

t-on-the-grouynd

tne realiga of 8, .

Present form operates
phietication on the
terrain of the Swi:

tegy estgblirhed Ly Lenin and the & purely formal commitment to Marxism
Bolsheviis :u 1917 and eod. fied in and Trotskyicm.
the first four Congresses of the . The Militant group in the Lavour
Third In tercztional. The pbraciice of ?uty’ vhile claiming to be Trofskyist
th I G- S Ml 5 5 o e W P lle.iar | ir
°© Lsis and the Se WM, .,. Y and clairming all iance to the Trans-

~epectiveliess, resting u; on the 2 ~itional Pro, capme, “ax 9 Viigar evolu-
'limi-l.por,"’.m‘.ﬂgus 6 | ORI TR RS 54
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" prsy VORKERS GROUD Programme We in no way yqent 1 A
14 that the Transitional Prog- thos‘f“‘fhop in rejecting 11;“ :{’: vith
e ho; the Fourth International re- Tépudiate the basic tradit;on ‘
52° :ed the international program- 1;1:111101p1es and me thod I‘G‘preaefx.ted b
?*'e.sen onclusion tO the continuous pol- at programme. These Eroups are 3
K "“clcaattleﬂ wased by Trotsky in the €qually bankrupt.
i jtica’ ° then in the I.OC.L. We o
ﬁolition’ © blelieve th
: '“‘”,,Sffsulini'm' centriem end refor- 1936 Programme mt:cti ﬁgt‘-’;i:ﬁo;o e
| “‘:m the world working class move- Lthe traditicne of the Cc:nrcuirﬂ‘.e;*nto ‘
| ‘“," 1t therefore represented an its firet four Congresses, ie fiénl
;:grnationﬁl prog'rammati? alternative 1ly 'to revolutionary scientifio i
. both the Second end Third Inter- Marxism in its historically most
{ tionals. Its purpose was to become developed form in the epoch of
. Ia.n {ngtrusent in tne hands of revol=- mon?p?ly capitaliem. In the new _
Jtionary vorkers and intellectuals in period of world capitalist crisis
sder to Dring the working clagss We have e..perienced in'.the 60s and
ternationally onto a war footing. 00, thie fidelity demande tne

re~elaboration of a new Trangitional
Programme and the bLuilding of a
International around it. It ie abune
dantly clear that the solutions of
Stalinists, reformists and econom-
ists have nothing to offer the work-
ing class in terms of coherent

¢ vas a programme which, while star-
vng from the immediate needs of the
yrking class to defend itself, sougnt
t carry the struggle inexorably to

the goal of workers power. Trotsky
ireatively applied and developed the

‘mjor tactical and strategic principles + :
: political stratexy. In Ireland par-
of Lenin and of the first four Congress- ticularly, the wﬁking class noﬁu

¢ of the Comintern. He did this in
political solutions which relate
wie context of the Staliniet counter- specifically to the dimeneions of

dvolution, imminent fascist take-over, the international crisis peculiar

1leﬂipd?ning economic and political to an imperialised economy, and

21818 pointing towards a new world which offer a coherent interconnected
mfﬂu N | and strategic alternative to their
1938 :' the transiticnal Programme of false answers, whether republicans,

| 8 nothing else but ge-elaborat-

stelinists, reformists, rank-and-

o of the “

&'lrs.lr outlised by Lenin in April v,
h.d Ktombar 1917 G.Ild f urth'? a'bo,. ;* __* VT _“It;% ; ‘ :..;F,; __ :
the 1ou. N0 programratic theses of - ODEBLAREANMP e 1 |
® 1919
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-1922 Congresses. The tran= R e L o f
- Dethod represents the highest %8 PR, B R
of co::ma tlc and strategic developmen®t I ry
N Nism in the epoch of Impcx‘;ia.lﬂg;: |

RET 28 fighest stage of capitalism. 9%

targ o ae only means whereby the hie- .-
maipgli.tieal anil theoretica.. G SN
“0“?.21" of tie First International,  “9%@
lonay o “OMmune, the Second futerna-  OVOR

- i e T, . . 6 8 &
toy) h:nd the Commnist International  PO°-°"

' ,ln 2\ - dndh  AE ".; l‘;k(—*:
T#;*' €w epoch to pose the

L the vz:: f‘q—r n the immediate rtruggle O
of o, Y°TKing class to the overthrow  °
'f“alinm i.taalt.m m i R o
Hon T03%Ct com
] : the
ity gy, OTM

pletoly the fetishies-




%
cantmue_ve of a workers government,
perﬂpectl

ific form of the United Front
8 BP?leiz Buc]}’ it i8 an abBolutely
t“tlc'll,art of the trunsitional
intﬂgja ugile being directed to the
'0“}0 ¢

. ; , > Such q PTOgTamme .

| {uUBtlt”i l,il‘ h’l]a‘* I.J_ﬂd 01 E;OV"" wWQ {10 nUL bf'-'llt‘\'t i‘ig 'H n reoi )
basi0 H does the working class need ior a Bchiolautje I'Ctreat lrom the
ernmel

gefend itself concretely against - _ need to intervene
e
10 U

W.iere Foesible ipn
.es of the ruling class tae living struggles of the Irish
the raV?amd policies, it poses soly- working class on the basjg of alreadq.
measlurzzr tae rank and file organs of worked out alternatives,
:gs;gl.e which if takerf u‘IiJ al;‘:l}l]’?ple‘ The initiation of p, incipled
magses el " J : Alid dias i 1)
”nteiobi :tilzuutiou :Jf oivil war and ;l?x)t:femimmt? it lv:::rbl*l }‘h:ec::tio
o : L guia . b
:)t..pmod for tiue dictatorship of the of a collective arxist leadervhyp
| | f roviding tae
letariat. ; aloue capabdle o P: |
Pr;ne workers governmeut slogan 1;’ intellectuul a.d tieorciical resourceg
therefore, u tran?iti:t?:l\‘:ii?:&o adequatz bo t}.z to prozm:;ng;sievelo;:-
oreparing th e ment aad serious party-bg: ng.
E‘%&cfe%thgsgaatepﬂ- AT, the same
class £ '

time it offers the only means Ofth

breaking the working, cla:;-s ff'om | ;

hold und illusious of reformism auc

refornist partieun. It docu M 2

renlace thu nced for a_rovo].‘uumflla_l_y

e proletaciate’ R = 0= 0= 0= 0= 0= 0= = 0= D= J= Ju= Om = Je=
the proletariat.
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