Down with the Stalinists! Down with the Bureaucrats!

We all experienced the nightmare that the Greek Stalinists in co-operation with other
leftist trade unionists and the cops created during the 48-hour strike in Greece on
October 19 and 20 and some comrades in the anti-authoritarian milieu are badly
wounded. We refer to the policing role of the KKE members: they were stationed in
military formation in the area around the parliament, armed with helmets and sticks,
facing the demonstrators with the riot squads behind them, preventing anyone from
approaching, even asking for reporters' identities and attacking fiercely later those in
the crowd who defied their cordons. As the clashes started, the riot squads came for
their protection attacking people with chemicals and flash-bang grenades evacuating
the area. It was revealed later that the Stalinists had made an agreement with the
police so as to be allowed to police the demo themselves. According to our
information, similar agreements were made between the KKE and other left parties'
or groupuscules' unionists so that each was allotted a special place near the
parliament accepting KKE's hegemony. They later supported fully KKE in its
denunciation of the 'anarcho-fascists', 'parastatals’ etc, namely all those who were not
part of the deal, not willing to accept it and tried to break their cordons.

As the capitalist attack deepens, this Greek style of 'self-policing’ of ‘problematic’
crowd events has signalled the comeback with a vengeance of the left political parties
and the left unionist bureaucracy against a proletarian crowd that had managed to
escape their mortal embrace last June in the squares movement (albeit in a very
contradictory way). We can't say whether this concerted public-order policing by the
KKE and the professional police with the approval of most of the left and leftist
organisations and unions is the visible part (in the streets) of a deal for a national unity
government, but it certainly revealed very dramatically that the capitalist state has a
lot of left-wing reserves as well as alternative police methods against us, as we
argued in our two letters on the progress of our enemies (Open Letter, Second Open
Letter). Have a look at this extract we translated from an article in yesterday's
Eleftherotypia, a liberal newspaper of wide circulation:

"It is obvious that attempts are being made at readapting the doctrine of the security
forces' involvement in the social reactions, which will escalate continuously. A society
that suffers badly from the economic measures cannot be beaten up by the forces of
repression which have not found or do not want to find a way to isolate those who
regard violence as an end in itself.

The events of recent days, if not marked by the death of the 53-year-old PAME trade
unionist, could be seen as a sign of an effective change of the police doctrine towards
a softer management of demonstrations.

Indeed, in those two days that police were fully in a transitory phase in terms of its
leadership team, the risk was double. Initially, the apparatus was led for two days by
those available since changes in leadership were announced simultaneously with the
big demonstrations. And even with the participation of Christofareizis C., who was
recalled from retirement, the designer of the MAT [TN: the riot squad] in the '90s,
whose name was associated with the attack against pensioners out of Maximou [TN:
the Presidential Mansion] in 1995. The other change observed was the return of the



doctrine of self-control and inconspicuous granting of power to organized unions to
self-guard the demonstrations.

What happened on Thursday with PAME guarding its demo not only in a defensive
but also in an offensive way at the Unknown Soldier monument was the beginning of a
new tactic which gives room for self-regulation to the demonstrators that will have
the first say in the prevention of the intrusion of troublemakers in the body of the
mobilizations. And this is risky, because the incredible violence between protesters,
while the police was discreetly absent, could have had more serious consequences.
Although any police involvement might have had even worse consequences. In any
case this tactic is likely to be applied again after consultations have been made.

In this critical period it was clear that Chr. Papoutsis [TN: Minister of Public Order,
or in the neo-orwellian language of PASOK government, Minister of Citizen
Protection] wished for a softer administration at all levels of the Staff and not only at
the leadership. That is why he transfered hardline officers that he thought they were
damaging the image of the police due to the behaviour of policemen who had
seriously injured protesters and professional journalists in recent months, during
demonstrations. Obviously, for reasons of balance, the minister also hired an
experienced veteran and put him in the position of the operation consultant.

For over a year, the minister has been talking about a lack of democracy in the
security forces and has threatened that he will not hesitate to attack some structures,
units and commanders. Certainly these commanders were appointed by the same
government two years ago, when the offensive doctrine was applied for the regaining
of the streets, according to the official announcement that had been made then.

The murder of student Al. Grigoropoulos had repercussions on the police as they
were delegitimised in huge parts of the society, i.e. they were marginalized socially
and professionally. There is an attempt now by the Ministry of Citizen Protection to
reverse this disturbance of professional self-image and behaviour, in the worst period
in decades, as the economic crisis is ruining people and cracks in social cohesion are
increasing.” [TN: It is not surprising then that some riot squads were telling the
demonstrators that they were there for their protection!] (Greek Police: softly-softly is
the new doctrine, Eleftherotypia, 23/11/2011)

However, the struggle against the cops of all colours and their diverse methods as
well as against the capitalist attack on the working class goes on!

TPTG, 23/10/2011



