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HOW THE WAR CAME.

me people think that it is not only unnec 'y but wrong
to discuss impartially how the war came. We do not agree
we are convinced that unless people have some accurate miorma-
tion on the p ) ; unde 1d what reforms the peace
: » WALS. At the
that he gets
e cheerin nt udience 1f b A about German
Kultur,”’ an n o ai rman Ka
uses ; boc a shed purporfing to give
and accurate ¢ 1 omat ts which preceded
war, only i 3 t carefully-selected
The country
and the ignorance
vil fruits later
ly the war must I

OT') and the worst element
rerman v b into autho , would }

political r o E I h no one who loves peace and

liber ould welcome. But when we come ourselves: What
have we to do in order to see that ther y ition of this
QObviously we n liminary questions: Who or

s the crime been committed ? And we
men if the answers are to be of any

citing the
i relied

. s

: formed an alliance with Austria. The Russo-
ended, and the Bes ngress had been held.
ased that ] i le from the war and
med Germany, and the racial c y between Slav and
Teuton was intensified. r in a letter to the German
Emperor conve hinly-veiled threat of war against Germany
: more servile in sup
1 The . § . not of equal value. Our own White Paper is
hest, and the most tly npublished French Yellow Book is the
unreliable, its despatches being mainly expressions of biassed
., and lacking the fulne detail which they ought to supply.
* instance, it is enlightening compare the report which came to
London (White Papel with that which went to Pavis (French Book
31) of the conversation which the British and French Ambassadors had

with the Russian Foreign Minister on the 24th July.




HOoW THE WAR CAME.
. Jast.l Bismarck replied by making a treaty
ich the Emperor at once communicated to the
o friendly were '{-,hgy and €0 pro-Rusmau was the personal
: of the Prussian reigning House. In 1882 Italy, angry with
“e for outflanking her in Tunis, and desiring to protect her-
¢ came in and the Triple Alliance was formed. Made at first for
 five years, dt was renew-em{ in 1887, 1891, and again in 1902, when
it was apT for twelve years.
; " W'Il‘h:g::;&:l facts abouty.the Triple Alliance are: the Alliance
 was defensive ; its origin was in the Pan-Slav attack upon Teutgns
" in the Balkans; later it became a protection against the aggressive
. restiveness of France ; however, Germany did not mean to quarrel
 with Russia, with which it had a secret treaty ; England encouraged
X Italy’s remaining in because that was cmweni.ent for us, for we
 then regarded France as our enemy, and when in 1887 the English
Conservative papers agreed that Germany might reasouably_ z0
through Belgium to attack France,2 and about the same time
secretly guaranteed Ttaly against an attack from the French
fleetd (how quickly the wheel of Fortune turns things upside
down !) it was because we were Very anxious that nothing should
happen to the Triple Alliance. We regarded 1t as a protection to
3 ourselves and a guarantee of European peace; and again, when
" the renewal of 1891 came, our Government strove to keep Italy in
it and succeeded.4
L Then came the balancing Franco-Russian treaty. Our friend-
ship with Germany was the chief reason for France and Russia
forming an alliance. In 1890 we made the agreement with Ger-
many which readjusted colonies in Africa and ceded Heligoland.
That friendship was taken by France as hostile to herself, and
when in the same year Germany refused to renew the alliance of
‘the three Emperors on account of the intrigues of Russia in the
Balkans against Austria, Russia made approaches in France n
1891 and the treaty was concluded. The enormous expansions in
Germany of both industry and population since 1871 compelled
-, her to shape her foreign policy with an eye upon the world and
" not on Burope alone. She was subject to the same kind of internal
pressure which in earlier times led to those great eruptions of
i j’nnfgra,biou which have given us our present national and racial dis-
~ tributions of population. In 1898 she began to build a fleet to
protect her coasts and her commerce, and to add a sea power to
_ the influence of the Triple Alliance, and as this went on, her
* relations with Great Britain cooled. Friction arose in Asia Minor.
. Turkey was played off against Russia, Whilst the German people
' ’Wg :t' a friendly understanding with Great Britain, the German
- dipl ic and military sections came to regard British interests

1 “Cambridge Modern History,” vol. xii. p.. 143.
2 “Btandard,” “Bgfet_ator.” ete., of the first week Izaf February, 1887.
# “Fortnightly Review,” September, 1902, p. 362; ‘“Westminster

3  Gagette,” May 30, 1902.
4 “Fortmghtly Review,” September, 1902, p. 3606.
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and policy as hostile, and the German economic school of history
assumed that British industrial interests would bring the twe
countries into collision in the end. This was the time when dip-
lomacy had its opportunity. A Dblunder or an important move . |
would make war inevitable. The German foreign policy became
Pan-German ; our own Foreign Office came under the control of
anti-German and pro-Russian influences. Both ceased to trust each
other. We allied ourselves with the Franco-Russian camp, and
war became a question of time. This drift iz admirably shown in
the chapter on Germany contributed by Professor Oncken to the
“‘Cambridge Modern History.”’1 i

Prince Bulow had since 1897 held the office of Foreign Secrafary

(Staatssekretariat des Auswartigen)
Prince Chlodwig Hohenlohe; on October 17, 1900, he succeeded to
the Chancellorship and supreme responsibility for the entire (fo]icy
of the empire, taking over the helm with a steady, expert hand. At
every turn he found himself confronted with the necessity of choos-
ing between England and the Dual Alliance, just as, in the seventies
Bismarck had been obliged to make choice between Russia an
Austria. It seems that, in 1901, he deliberately rejected the advances
of British statesmen in order that Germany might not become ‘‘the
sword of England upon the Continent’ and have to bear the brunt
of any Russo-French onslaught. The determination to pursue an
independent course in the end created ill-feeling across the Chanmel.
Some mistakes there were; during the Boer War the sympathies of
the Germans as of other nations lay with the weaker side; but at
this crisis the Emperor staked his whole influence, nay, some mea-
sure of his popularity, against the popular feeling, tempered the
bitterness aroused, and withstood every temptation from any other
quarter. In the long run, however, apprehensions as to the commer-
cial competition and nayal preparations of Germany gained the daﬁ
in England; indeed, impelled by Chauvinistic sentiment on bot

sides, the Enghsh nation began to aceustom itself to the idea of a

German peril, and finally to join the ranks of those opposed to Ger-

many. After the Anglo-French entente of 1904 and the Algeciras

Conference, a change in the old alliances began which introduced a

new era in international politics; for the moment it looked as if

Germany was to be exposed to the danger of isolation and to a

policy of hemming in (*‘Einkreisungspolitik’) on the part of her

cnemies, led, as was thought, by King Edward VIL.

In 1904 we came to an agreement with France which invelved
us in the Franco-Russian alliance without our being formally
parties to it ; the Algeciras Conference and the Moroceo bargaining
followed, when France and ourselves deliberately threw down the
gauntlet to Germany ;2 in 1907 we became parties to the Anglo-
Russian agreement regarding Persin—an agreement which we never
enforced, in spite of Russia’s disgraceful disregard of it, owing
to our fear lest we should offend Russia and weaken the Triple
fntente,

Thus Europe became divided into two hostile camps. France

1 Vol. xii.., pp. 134-173.

" 9 The story of how this was done 1 defiance of treaties and by out-
raging public Taw has been told by My, E. D. Morel in “Morocco m
Diplomacy,” a hook carefully compiled from official document® and
declarations.
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‘on the other, recognised
% Ffﬁpﬂ.l‘& for it. We appear
; as regards our Navy, though
‘of the South African War, the
, di t its house in order and
he orgamisation of the Army. It
of incompetence on the part of
that they had no idea that war
as actually upon them. They are the only
te in either the Triple Alliance or the Triple
who | 5o blind. From 1904 onwards European policy
war as a hen hatches her chickens.
gof is required of a fruth so obvious that proof is super-
e have it in the fact that at the very earliest moment
ntente was made, France, as honest broker, pointed out
i was advisable to discuss plans of military co-operation
cipation of a European war (which could only be with
. 8ir Edward Grey consented, and without reporting the
o the Cabinet, allowed the conversations and agreements to
re through some years, gaying mnothing about them (except
aﬁﬁmthen Prime Minster, Secretary for War, and Chancellor of
the Bxchequer) until the Morocco affair had all but landed us in

- The diplomacy which divided TEurope into two camps enor-
‘mously strengthened the hands of the milIi)tary section in (Eermany
rﬁﬂ made simple the working out of its designs; it increased the
.m&mw of the same sections in Russia and assured it that when
xtchﬂse ibo.ﬁght for its Pan-Slav programme both France and
at Britain would be behind it; it weakened our influence both
~in Asia and Europe, since the maintenance of the Triple Entente
Iﬁaﬁvlbme of paramount importance to us because of the Ger-
; ~menace which it had made inevitable, and also because our
gations to France compelled us to acquiesce in Russian policy ;
it increased armaments and gave every counfry a justification for
imposing heavier ,ml'hta,ry burdens on its people. In Great Britain
; ig;‘e;ll ‘eﬂ'echs were }nﬁel}stiﬁed ﬂ.l.ld its issue in war made eagier by
he ' aflglt%eﬁargl‘);a}npmgl}g durlr'}ghwhwh commercial rivalries were

: n: al enmity. This opens up another grou of

~ causes ﬂgheﬁglio war—the economic—but in this pamphle‘og Wep are
tracing th lownward paths which the diplomatists and politicians

¢ A’%’E more must be said aboub the influence of this
Sk and _Eﬂt-m}:e in Germany. There, the drift
oo stimulafed in an inordinate degree the military caste.
!m ~and ourselves prepared for the conflict mainly by

m scares and Pﬂ!judi%s on old-fashioned and tradi-

Wkﬂ ﬂml“ of Commons, 3rd A b
3 ..'. B gk ey 18?9. ugust, 1914, H:.a,nsard,
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tional lines. But in Germany the preparation was
and extensive. A brutal mechanical thoroughness is a
characteristic. Russia is lethargic and corrupt, France iz
of detail and accepts fussiness for effective action, our aut!
never understood the full danger of the game which they were
playing and which was was being played for them. Germany nob
only prepared but extended the activities of militarism.' BEvery
soldier knéws that the game of war is made successful by know-
ledge of your enemy’s doings, by demoralising him and by killing
him in multitudes. Big guns and carefully worked-out plans of
campaign were therefore supplemented by elaborate intelligence
departments. Just as in civil organisation the Germans surpassed ‘\
their neighbours, so they beat them in military preparations. To- l
day this is being used as a proof that Germany meant war more
than Russia or France. But that is not the just conclugion from
the facts. The militarism of all countries is cruel, immoral, nn-
gerupulous ; German inilitarism is able as well, That is the only
difference.  The Zabern affair is only an extreme and absclute
oxpression of the military mind of every country in the world.
Every nation has its gang of spies who are mostly blackguards.
The Russian spy dances on the hoards of the musci-halls and lives
in grandeur in the West Ends of European capitals, Ger-
many made no innovations in these respects, except that she did
her work better: and more thoroughly than other natioms., The
whole system is diabolically criminal, offensively disgusting. But
it is militarism ; it is a system. Germany has stripped it of senti-
ment, of humanity, of reticence, and has enthroned it in its appro-
priate savagery and scientific efficiency to kill and paralyse, German
thoroughness carried to a logical and irresistible conclusion the
crimes and the follies practised by every other military power in
Europe. They are all involved in the crime. No one Power can take
up a high moral attituds against any other Power. They can boast
of nothing except a less degree of blackness.1
K5
Tt, happened that of the two camps into which the agreement
of 1904 divided Europe, one was controlled by the Pan-Slav spirit
and the other by the Pan-German spirit. This is nob to say that
the differentiated military classes of the two countries and their
supporters on the platform and in the Press can be described in
this way. Other distinctions have also been drawn between them.
Tor instance, it is said that the Entente stands for liberty and the °
Alliance for military domination; the first for sacredness of
treatics and the second for tearing up treaties according to con-
venience. Whoever has followed the events of the past ten years
knows how history has to be twisted and pruned of awkward facts
(for instance, Morocco and Persia treaties and Russian conception
of the civil liberties of her peopls or the national liberties of Fin-
T See pamphlet No. 2 of this series on FMilitarism in Great Brit= .
ain,”’ which will shortly be isgued. : i,
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m latter pmpngitions can be supported, The formey
c and decisive feature of the camps which ey
" Russia and Genmnany respectively.  The by 11.e
to settle the racial quarrels between the Slay gnﬁ'
After they had blown other issiles arose, buf th;]
m in palrticular ancd nationgl liberty and public ];S
;had ziothmghwhatever to do with the making of the
gh, we hop:, the war is to have something to do with t|
of them, Y .
: ‘hese quarrels between Slav and Teuton cam ;
the Balkan States.] In 1912 Russia managed teo ti?l(?u:eeatcll s
States to ftfrm a Balkan League, mainly perhaps against T ;BSE
(and for that purpose it was good), but, so far as Rucsi;” i
.conhgrr‘red, definitely against Austria. Up to a certaizllpo“izz
g:]s]:m and Austr}a had agreed to a divided influence in the
ans, but Russia subsequently, obedient to the Pan-Slav spir;
, S 0 L an-s spirit
began to elbow Austria out. Austria had unjustly annexed Bosnia.
)Héifsegnviua as a move in this new policy ang as :‘C CR
against Russian intrigue. At the same time Russia e
~ posttion to reply, but set about building up a ’h\yas P
?%1{;]1 sRhe might avenge herself. Of all tghesepStag: cthlcle]emf)];tiollfg:l
1wl to Russia was Servia, Both in spinit and ition 1 :
- best for picking a-quarrel with p B et
£ <wars gervja. wgs aggrandised byA l;ig;:i,a’in?a:gu{;t ;1]1]§ i;c;aof :]he
peace determine ; i pe
E?rememher Willi,??tvirilgsheiﬂnisndDa gﬁ'ea.ter i:ronfhct should begin.
Balkan War, in May, 1913, a velli e el
RANi] fioeb oics ba.w,ling, :Wey tﬁggsgl.‘agk of El\’[ontenegrins at the
Turk. We are a Power. We shall set, | e h?ve REdan, Al
that they had all got Russia supporti urcllile S iy
edly that they would begin in p% [ig them, and stated repeat-
Miss Durham by army officer 031'113' (0 ipested ©
S e AS, _lplorr}atlsts and others who
Prizren so grossly that the see tu?trlan B et
A 'AThe foulest insults were h;;festzltttheneral o tated:
ustria dares not - g T R
énd forcad to decliil v:;-rshe w%}llil G Iaugh?d g D
mm{i S Dihis Cathelr’l that did not produce the
rdian, were told that, they wonly . | Lo Austria is the
: 5 B}Lhwould either have to abjure their
intervened, and sounded fn? dlreats B fiied ont. | Austria
to Bervia. This ic the "'l‘evé]:];j il ”StatES regarding an ultimatum
B8 86 Tth Doceruer wiro iy 1 oré made in the Ttalian Chamber
M not follow foreign aﬂairsasaseen pah.ned off on a public that
% & complete proof that Austria Laq oo TPl sinister and
A e i e ad meant war for some years.

I I Goii RTINS s s L R
LN, Brailsfor ]e?bffiﬁimf;;t the. Irng'hB Ori%ns fihe Beeas wir, by
,l{var he nion of Democratic Control, 1d,
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Inquiry was forced wpon the culprit State, the facts were proven
‘The next time more care was taken. The heir to the Austrian
and apologies had to be given. The powder again did not go off.
throne was assassinated at Sarajevo owing to a plot in which
Servian officers wers implicated and Dy bombs prepared in the
Servian Government arsenal. The Austrian ultimatum to Servia
was unjustifiable in its rigour and in the time it gave for an
apology, hut the whole circumstances have to be taken into
account.  We should like to know how a British Government
would have acted to a neighbouring State that was carrying on
openly an aggressive anti-British propaganda, that had grossly
insulted her, then defied her rights, and finally assassinated the
Prince of Wales! That did fire the powder, The train spluttered
and fizzled for some fime, and then the fire rushed on to the
magazine and blew it up.

Let us now trace the course of the negotiations which im-
mediately preceded the outbreak of the war. The murder of the
Archduke took place at Sarajevo on the 28th June, and Austria
presented her Note to Servia on the 23rd July. On that same day
Sir Edward Grey expressed a hope that Austria and Russia would
discuss any differences that might arise ‘‘directly with each other.”’
The Austrian Ambassador replied that Russia “‘had not been very
favourable recently.’’1

We shall now trace the succeeding events day by day.2.

94¢, July. The Russian Ambassador at Vienna says thabt
Russia will not allow Austria to humidiate Servia,3 Germany takes
whe view that, considsring all the circumstances, Austria ought to
be allowed to settle her quarrel with Servia and put an end to
the Servian plots and provocations ;4 Servia puts herself under the
protection of Ruswia by a telegram sent to the Tsar by the Crown
Prince5 and also appeals to Britain to get Austria to modify the
Note: the Russian Foreign Minister has an interview with the
representatives of the Brmitish and the French Governments in
St. Petersburg,6 and he, with the French representative urges the
British representative to press his Government to fulfil the
obligations of the Triple Fntentv and to “‘proclaim their solidarity
with France and Russia.” [This is of the greatest importance as
-showing that Russia had no anxiety about negotiations, buf was
looking to war, and it must be noted that at the interview the
Rugsian Foreign Minister said that “‘Russian mobilisation would
o earried out,’”’ and the French Ambassador
1 White Poger S, .- L bioa

9 Our readers who desire a_ fuller statement will find it in “The
Diplomatic History of the War,” by M. P. Price, 7/6. To this hook
we are, as everyone clse who tries to unravel the tangle of events re-
ported in the various official publications must be, deeply ndebted.
cance of events clear.

3 White Paper 7. 4 White Paper 9.

6 White Paper 6.

at any rate have to b

5 Russian Orange Book 6,
7 Document 4,
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't “Francs would fulfil all the obligations
mﬁ‘ﬁﬂﬁ ‘Russia if necessity arose.’’]  The
\ublication? states that the Russian] Foreign
he (German Ambassador that Russia would not allow

settled between Austria and Servia alone. [Whilst
s was trying to localise the dispute, Russia had
mind that it is not to be leealised.  The German
in Paris said that the quarrel must be localised.1 His
‘were: “The German Government desire urgently the locali-
sation of the dispute because every interfernce of another Power
would, owing to the natural play of alliances, be followed by in-
* calculable consequences.’"?
‘ Thus the game opened, and no one who studies all the papers
" éan doubt for a2 moment but that Russia from the first day moved
& for war. |
3 96¢h July. , Austria declined to recognise Russia’s right to
" interfere in the Servian quarrel; Servia replies to the Austrian
~ Nete in terms which everyone knows ; the German Foreign Secre-
tary admits that the Austrian Note was bad, and agrees to Sir
: Edward Grey's suggestion as to the four Powers working in favor
+ of moderation at Vienna and St. Petersburg, should the nelations
6¢th-cﬂ- Aystria and Russia become threatening,3, the Russian
Woreign Secretary declines to allow Austria to settle with Servia
slome, because he says Austria is striking at Russia through
Bervia, he does not believe Germany wants war, but he renews his
appezl to let the world know that we stand in with the Triple
fimtente and to take “‘our stand firmly with France and Russia’’ ;i
i Paris the German Ambassador explaing that his Note of the
previous day was not: a threat, as the Jingo elements in Paris had
made ib out to be: in London Sir Edward Grey tries to get an
exbenswn.of time for Servia, and explains that the Austrian
quarrel with Servia does not concern us except in so far as it may
bring in Russia. [The German attitude was that Europe should
n(rt. {Ilterferem the Balkan trouble, but that if Russia insisted on
- playing a part then CGermany would support co-operation between
the four Power!r-'—England, France, Germany and Italy——to effect
& settlement.. This was Lefors Sir BEdward Grey made his proposal
It undoubtedly was a great embarrassment that Sir Edw : dl ey
would not make his position clear, Hi et bl
g i P 4 r, His un?ertamty encouraged the
¥ seclions of Germany, without diseouraging Rusgia, who
was p}a,ymg a bold and subtle game, being assur‘—é(i gf tl P t
of France and knowing the symna{hi:.s of e R Ao
B ot ot § it o our Foreign Office.
! L the importance to note that th
partial ‘siobilisstion bagan . a is day Russian
» 45 it proved by the Tsar’s telegram
1 Orange Book 8. g Sty
2 French Book 928,

3 White Paper 18; Also Ge
.‘ AR P:per‘{?nﬂ Baok 13,
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measures now coming into operation were decided upon five days

. ago.”’l The evidence which Mr. Price has so patiently collected
" in his book makes it perfectly clear that Russia began to mobilise

before Austria. Austria did not mobilise till the 26th. ]

926¢h July. Germany informs the various countries that Austria
in punishing Servia would annex no territory and appeals to
England and France to use restraining influence on St. Peters-
purg.? The Austrian Ambassador in St. Petersburg gives the
camo assurance to the Russian Foreign Minister, and the outlook
brightens.3 ~ Russia continues her mobilisation plans, however,
and France and Germany are busy with precautionary preliminaries.
Sir Edward Grey makes a proposal that the Ambassadors of
France, Germany, and ltaly should meet in London together
with him and discuss a settlement, and states ““if the war wers
to break out no Power in Europe could take up & detached
attitude.’''4

97th July. In Vienna the Russian and Austrian diplomatists
have a discussion5 and Germany is accused of having intrigued
with Austria 6 Austria will not accept any settlement until she
has punished Servia and, with Servian provocation rankling in her
mind, accuses her of bad faith, etc. Germany expresses her opinion
that if Sir Edward Grey's proposal of yesterday is to be effective,
Russia and Austria ought to ask for the Conference. Germany
insists that the differences between Austria and Servia should be
settled by themselves. As regarde the Austro-Russian dispute, that
ig a different matter.7  Germany therefore influences Vienna
directly and persuades her to approach Russia direct.8 The
correspondents of the Times, Manchester Guardian and Daily
Uhronicle agree that Germany is working for peace. But on this

day Russia once more Urges England to back her and bring out
the Entente against the Alliance. At the same time the Russian
Foreign Minister conditionally agrees with Sir Edward Grey’s
four-Power conference, ‘‘if direct explanations with the Vienna
Cabinet were to prove impossible,”’9 and the Tsar sends a telegram
to the Crown Prince of Servia asking Servia to be reasonable,
but assuring him that ‘‘under no circumstances’”” will Russia
“remain indifferent to the fate of Servia.’’10  France continues
to play her part subordinate to Russia, but accepts Sir Edward
Grey's proposal, whilst the Russian Ambassador in Paris tells
his Government to believe that because Germany is urging France
to restrain Russia her only motive is to break up the Triple
Fntente]  The English Admiralty orders the Fleet to remain
concentrated, and Sir Edward Grey shows irritation against Ger-
R £ N

1 German Book 23a; also French Book 50.

9 White Paper 38 and 34; German Book 10 and 10a: French Book 56.
3 White Paper 56. 6 Orange Book 41. 9 White Paper 53.
1 French Book A0. 7 German Book 12, 10 Orange Book 40.
5 White Paper 56. 8 German Book 15.

r B

to the Kaiser on the 30th, in which it is stated that the “military
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manyl and gives the Russian Ambagsador some encouragement
by telling him of the orders given to t_he Fleet.2 He E_i.lSO Warns
tge Austrian Ambassador that Austria cannot punish Servia
without, invelving Russia.3 [Evidently Russia Is now getting the
upper hand. France is passively behind her, and Russia knows
that. The French Book iz one unbroken proof of this fact. Eng-
land i being drawn in. Germany is miscalculating the forces, and
is taking the stilted line that whilst willing to decide a dispute
between Austria and Russia by the four Powers, she will not sup-
port a reference of the Austro-Servian dispute to them. |

98¢h July. Austria declares war on Servia, and Germany
continues to work for the success of Conversations in Vienna and
St. Petersburg,i although Austria seems to be opposed,5  But
Germany is disturbed by rumors of the Russian mobilisation. The
Kaiser also telegraphs to the Tsar that he is bringing pressure to
bear upon Austria. =~ Foreign newspaper correspondents confirm
this. Sir Edward Grey approves of the direct communication be-
tween Vienna and St. Petersburg,6 but asks that his own pro-
pogal should also he accepted.
29th July. Fighting opens between Austria and Servia, and
the military party in Germany begins to get the upper hand owing
to the spread of the panic about Russia’s mobilisation.  On this
day the German Chancellor, returning in an excited state from a
meeting of the War Council, makes clumsy and unacceptable
proposals to the British Ambassador regarding British neutrality
in the event of war.7 Russia again informs us through our Am-
bassador that Austria has declined to treat with her, and repeats
her qualified acceptance of Sir Edward Grey's proposals with a
new qualification—if Servia would agree. [It appears that Russia
never liked this proposal, and only French pressure made her go
so far as she did in giving it conditional acceptance. The French
Book is strangely silent on this matter.] Meanwhile, Germany
continues her pressure on Austria and is willing to guarantee the
integrity of Servia,8 but is told by Russia that she will not with-
hold mabilisation as war seems to be inevitable. ““We cannot
ecomply with the wish of Germany, it remains only to hasten our
preparations and to reckon with the probable inevitability of the
war.’'? The message sent to the Press this day by Reuter’s St.
Petersburg corresnondent ig as follows:—‘Confident of England’s
support, about which doubte have mostly disappeared, the Rmns-
gian public is prepared to accept war.”’ Sir Edward Grey tells ths
French Ambassador that the English Government has not made
up its mind what it will do; at the :ame time he tells the German
Ambassador that Russia cannot be expected to allow Austria to
1 White Paper 46. 2 White Paper 47. White Paper 48.

4 White Paper 71 and German Book 14,
5 White Paper 74, 6 White Paper 67 and 68. 7 White Paper 85,
8 White Paper 97, f Orange Book 58,
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marks a change in British poliey. Tt is

ai eryone knew would plunge Europe in war and bring the
fllt?nf: ;id the Entente il[:tD conflict. ‘Sir Edward Grey t]':llfct
it;r-avelled far since he declared on the 3rd August, _1908, TE
England would never go to war over a Balkan question. G;
Entente had had its influence. We were 1o }onger_f}'ee: Subsequent
evenits are little more than a manouevring for position.]

Austria suddenly becomes reasonabli‘? owing gtt?
essure, and is willing to resume conversations in St.
g::ﬁ:ﬁlufg.; But Russia blocksgt.he way. The Kalsert }::.pp}?als it.eL:
the Tear to stop the menace of mobilisation under the ap}r)mm
tsnects,4 and King George 18 also asked to intervene, 14
1:’w'-lii:ts %or the moment are in the ascendant. But Russia s
par:}lg defeats them. On the morning “.f this day she agrees tp
.a:‘ H all military preparations i Austria will promise not L{é
S‘DIIJ ta Servian sovereignty,d and this is telegraphed to Berlin.
%ﬂigx(;ut waiting for a reply, Russia ord?: what_a;noun;shii;ol:;
i ! ceneral’’7 mobilisation in the evening.
stzbsci};uatlioa?jkgn partly against the advice of Bir Edwa{ld f;l:le)yaﬁ
OnPthis day France moves with Russia ar_u% tl»m Frer;;:atitms g
sador reminds Sir Edward Grey of the .111111t9-}a,1y rﬁgzs e
the letter which the Cabinet gave him in 1'12G i dgma.nds
teunot.e that M. Cambon makes it clear that if 1E1E253)i’a e
France's neutrality In the event of a war ]w1t ltn H,e e
could not agree. Sir Edward Grey takes fur*f_lgar 8 .pst. e
to the German Chancellor’s proposals for Bntlsh‘neu (;em?any X
on the 29th, indignantly rejecting them ; he u:geéumpnan T
help té keep the peace and offers to. effe_ctha nia‘;ticauy st i
bination (thus reversing his old policy); he 1‘9 s
the position that we shall protcgct the Freqcl i é;ld E,
olicy of non-committal and drift was coming to 'w___v',;; o
%u;ga had been manoeuvring for since the begmﬂmzhz Aui;nce__.
the Entente should come into the field and oppose

was coning about.]

31st. July. Bussia J

settlement,10 and conversations ar

Y o

assurances that she does nob dea}rt  iEe peace_ll

of Servia, and so accepts Russias con ‘ M
g s o] -

e

30¢h July.

i 1 { to @
and Austria are coming appalen'ﬁly 2
e in progress. Austria gl
to infringe the sovereign rléhts
y er-

V T 1, B9,
1 White Paper 88 and ; Fo!
9 White Paper 112, and other scs‘lttelte.;] 183.;9%;3:
2.3 8'111-1 §-]aul-ine Bunsen's special dlSE)a ué Ol‘i;n g APy
rer Book 23. 5 White Paper 97. 2 ; il
b i s Iy Chronicle” c_orresponden .

= 1 “Pai 590,
,*7.‘_”]'3'“05;1. ?(']1'? hgll\\-'llite Paper 101, 10 Cd. 759
8 White Pap 11 White Paper 137,
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m ‘continues to keep pressure on Vienna, but_Berlin is agitateq
. m widened Russian mobilisation which is being pushed aheaq.
‘The German Chancellor refuses to respect the neutrality of Bel.
g'ium in the event of war.l [“The long-laid military plans hag
to be worked in full if they had to be worked at all.”” That is the
curse of stupid militarism, It never sees beyond its nose, and hay
no conception of the working of the finer _meqhamsun of human
‘nature. ] The preliminaries to German mobilisation are taken, and
the Kaiser makes a final appeal to King George. [The criminal
folly of the German military chiefs in refusing to recast theiy
military plans (even. though these plans had been no secret for
many years and had received the sanction of Conservative opinion
in England as far back as 1887), enabled the whole issues to be con-
fused, and immediately played into the hands of the military and
war sections of the Znfente. Ultimately it brought destruction on
an unofiending people and broke up the Peace Party in England.]
Russia defends her mobilisation to us through our Ambassador,
bub the explanations are worthless when tested by published Facts.
The Tsar explains to the Kaiser that ha will take no provocative
action, although the action he is taking is as near as no matter a
declaration of war. Germany regards it as such and presents an
ultimatum. France agrees to respect Belgian neutrality, military
circumstances making that declaration a mere matter of course.
Sir Edward Grey again declines to ask Russia to stop her mobilsia-
tion,2 though he expresses an opinion that Austria’s mobilisation
Was not too great in view of the Servian army of 400,000 men [and
therefore, by implication, that Russia was not justified in using

Austria’s action as a justification. for her own.] If Germany would |

bring forward some proposal making it clear that Austria and

herself were trying to preserve peace,3 he informs the German
Ambassador, he is willing to tell Russia and France that they shonld |

accept such proposal, but although the conditions seem to have
been fulfilled, nothing happens. Once more an appeal is made
“(this time from France) to Sir Edward Grey to say definitely what
he is going to do. His uncertainty is jeopardising peace.d Belgiui)
ig discussed with France,, and Sir Edward Grey’s statement is that
the invasion of Belgium would nat be a ‘‘decisive, but an im-

portant factor in determining England’s attitude, Only
“important !”'5 ; :

1t Auglw:'.‘.. Germany mobilises, and those working for peace
and all considerations of policy, other than those of the brutal

L

1 White Paper 122, 3 White Paper 111.
2 White Paper 110, 4 White Paper 119,
5 W'his must be read with the letter of the O it aders urgi
) ; ! » Opposition leaders urging
war, sent to the Prime Minister two days later in ‘which there iE no
mention of Belgium, but only of our obligations to France and Russia,
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ianical, murderous, military kind, are swept on one side. But
e the pacifists go finally they ma.l_{e; one more effort.  The
man Ambassador in London begs Sir Edward Grey to say en
conditions England will remain neutral,l and a nglsunderstoqd
hone message regarding French neutrality is seized upon in
wrlin as an opportunity” for locahs_mg the war. [In the H.ousa t‘:-f
mmons on the 27th August, Sir Kdward Grey explained, in

.“answer to a question by Mr. Keir Hardie, that the German

Ambassador’s proposal referred to in the White Paper 123 was not

i ‘i iy have been so,
ial and was “‘without authority.’’ That may

{l}:ﬁi{? :heagocuments bear no trace of it. Its opening paragraphs

--:'..'&re pa.tently official, and the statement of the proposal 1§ iIn no

i iab document.  If any

frerentiated from the other part of the _
‘-?i;éi}c:ﬁlas been done to Sir Edward Grey hg alone is to bla.l.n(-;]..
]At the time, the IHouse of Commons was not in a frame of min

' itici = +-123 is re-discussed
: isten to any criticism. Buf when Documen . 5
iﬁf,leftou, mmcey explanations will be required. As it stands, with

Sir Edward Grey’s House of Commons statement added to .it, it 18

either a very imperfect record of the interview or is most mislead-

i 1 from the Ambassador

ino. If it records a purely personal appea ] 0
E;lgis iatile; strange that it was teleg:phed trofer;n;n;ﬁ:fd&e%a:;
ial matter of considerable 1mportance. s ) i
g]im(a}eg;lan Ambassador had telegraphed to the Imperial Chan

" cellor that he was to discuss neutrality with Sir Edward Grey, and

his did give some official authority to the con\arersa.-tm:n:l‘.ﬂlﬂB 3!;[0&(1?&
‘nver n Rir Bdward Grey's statement we .ﬁnd usfhexlzgird s
fact ,that the German Ambassador begged him c—nl b
not to make Belgian neutrality a condition of Eng'ant,hat W
The only comment that can be made on that 1s_d e g s
clever way of confusing the narrative.  The 1Tn]c1;1 (;n g
e plgccbt_WO daﬁeﬁﬁ?&&iﬁiﬁ of t.hee lpsl’:, had pro-
r ecause Ul : 1
-iﬁiegaﬁs iﬁ:ﬁ_any If the White Paper proves anything with

1 ve
absolute certainty it is that Sir BEdward Grey never tried to sa

i hopelessly
i  ahe event of a war breaking out. He was .
ﬁ:iigle; 1137; ttflitee };rrffn-f(‘{ He could not honoyab'liy l:l:.l;:&lremai:ag
at tile War Office if Great Britain had remaﬁneu nhis mind i
evident that Sir Edward Grey had now made eEt{, g M
the Entente and its sequel, the maval arra,nlge_m 8 o ok et
bound us to take part in the war—not for Be ;g:;;rg; o b
not to suppress militarism, but because our e
mitted to France. Besides, it was at this time ;ng i A bt
in the House of Commons, and found ity way into

L e e e R

Lykifve Pt S60 official documents which

i nest the supplementary H tomBar &
aPPB?lrEnli‘ ‘;11};&:161(; ‘%L?ngautsche Allgemeine %e't’uﬂg' Ben



- upon neutrality Sir Edwa‘rd
wils 9f opinion that his whole pol;
neutrality.] Whilst Russia’s Eurlg hmy
_-and St. Petershurg are settlin 1];1_3'“
al cause of the quarrel bids fa.irgt u?r
es in the afternocon. In Londonot}:e
me Icommunication referred to ahove tallqel:

Grey

ST, i rumored in Berlin that Russi
: b . : uss i
» frontier, and t]:_le Kaiser, addressing a c;?)l;dtlzzps
been attacked; in St. Petersburg it is. pulb-l,isheyj
{}m any h:-m _gttacked Russia. Sir Edward Grey, f

: hﬁnﬁtmaﬂ?nt}: of thfe Cabinet with him on the’pig;
nd ice is given of resignations. O 4
the 3lfd, some were withdrawn.] The (gabnineygnf:e{
h%., puﬁtmg in as a gontlition whiah |was I"pfrel-u
the circumstances that Parliament would supporﬁ it ][y

§t. Germany declares war on: France; Sir Ed" il

the House of Commons. , e
hMe‘e‘tmg of Reichstag is held, and later the
x is ‘‘scrap of paper’’ interview with the British
g _;eab Britain declares war on Getmany "
Il :

“]ﬁ? ciaphr we seb out to write is fini
e s o nished and

g::g’?rhur together into a brief conclusion what it,ai:]:le;}?st
: hhwggrose'gf;o;n a policy to effect a balance of pOWC-l"
S b eneda riple Alliance and a Triple Enfente.
¥ hﬂp})md n;t;sﬁrcil':rdtunatjel%(‘illmugh this ought to have
foreseen 2SE i against) that the Alliance and th

were respectively dominated by bi Wl
. i by bitterly opposed racial
. ﬂu md ﬁl;erz:e.mﬂuences provided the circurr?sltzances from
; #ﬁﬁ-il:iﬂ&?;uoifa;‘b, Great Britain was as much bound by
\ m_the unu%rit.:e e had made a definite written commit-
o . agreement bound us more than a writ-
9 i ne; just as a specific obligation is less dan-
MW% e Nn @ vague undertanding. In any event, the
‘ aval conversations which committed our hon-

None of this w
A i i
B 8 the couniry, which was led to

Paper 187; Cd, 759
) d 7 6. Th ie a ¢ i i
didry 2 . era is a conflict of evidence h
: m :néhRusalan statements (cf. Whitsvi’nelzlnlecre 1399!.)El
: bﬂl‘ati:; ﬂ;_i:il;acﬂ,us%an Fnhreign Minister was then
LdEro) A e. Even the Russi !
the word of her Foreign Seiretz;‘?? B A

me. ade of this by Bir Kdward Grey in his speech on

d, lxv., pp. 1815.18

.
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Throughout the negotiations the Powers were compelled to
‘their Allies. In the first stage of the negotiations Germany
itad  Austrian interests—Wrance —wass & fmsre second to
a, and we were hampered. ' : -
5y Bither Sir Edward Grey's prop'osal or the German one
1d have secured peace in Europe if the Austrian quarrel with
ia had not been extended by Russia. Indeed, this quarrel was
y a fair way to settlement when the bigger one—purely the crea-
on of the diplomatists and the result of the alliances—was bring-
-@mg war upon Europe. 1980
* (6) None of the matters which fill such an important place in
the minds of the people and their newspapers at presen‘b—Belgium,
nationality, public law and right—appear in the negotiations
~ uptil war has become inevitable. Indeed, most of them come info
. play only after the war began. With the war, the floodgates were
 opened; all the questions leading up te the war were submerged
£ and altogether new problems arose.
e (7) The military frame of mind was common in varying de-
" grees to every country. The Franco-Russian Alliance was meant -
~ toibe aggressive; Russia and France both meant to use us in their -
- quarrels; we had our Bernhardis; the German military class was
~ strong; the ablest in Europe, and aggressive.

(8) The military sections and the preachers of organised force
~ were not strong enough in any country to make war had not the
~ diplomatists played into their hands. The flood of stuff poured out

about warliks historians and philosophers is but academic vanities

and pomposities, mainly used by philosophers for making profits.

Within the memory of one who has lived only a little more than

a generation, Russia and France have both been anathematised

_ by us as being dangers to fhe peace of Europe; the wheel of time

* has now brought Germany into that place; and on each of these

~ oceasions, Russia, France and Germany have believed that Great

i Britain was an intolerable power which had to be taught a lesson:
e
i

(9) In every country there was a strong peace party, but in
; no country had that party time to make itself effective. In
. was it in Russia that it never coull
@

Russia it was weakest ; in Great Britain it was strongest. So wealk
ted ; in Germany it was active
until the Russian mobilisation : in Ty ance it did little but look on,
except that the Yocialist parliamentarians, h.eaded by Jaures,
held frequent conferences with the Prime Minister and urged him
Tt is known that the interview which Jaures

~ to influence Russia. U v wh
~ had with Viviani an hour or two before his assassination was on

~ this very 'point. In England, the German invasion of Belgium
~ broke up the pacifists. But the records of the negotiations show
- that every country except Russia strove for peace, and that but for
B R ia)liances and the treaty obligations Wer would never have

broken out at all.

L
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i But war has broken out, and this statement of how it came
* has been made because unless we can restore some balance and
accuracy to popular criticism, some knowledge of reality to supplant
absurdities aboutt Germany and silence about Russia, the peace wil
come and the triumph of the Allies will mean nothing either to the

peace or the liberty of Europe.
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