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THE SOCIALIST PARTIES OF NEW ZEALAND AND AUSTRALIA

it impossible for our companion party in that
dominion to conduct its normal propaganda
activity for Socialism,

The operation of the ‘“ Public Safety Emergency
Regulations *’ imposes so many conditions under
which a public meeting may be held, as to virtually
ban this medium of propaganda to small working class
organisations such as the Socialist Party of New Zea-
land.
literature, -

In view of the above circumstances, it is surpris-
ing gratifying to the S.P.G.B. to learn that the S.P.
of N.Z. is not only maintaining its organisation firmly
in being, but is making every endeavour by means of
-classes and study groups to deveilop speakers and
writers who will play their part in the inevitable expan-
sion of the Party in the post-war years.

The most recent letters from the Wellington and
Auckland branches reveal that the Party is in good
shape; literature sales, particularly those of THE
SociaLisT StaNDARDand THE WESTERN SOCIAL.

WAR-T‘IME restrictions in New Zealand make

IST continue to increase, and the demand for S.P.G.B.

pamphlets exceeds the supplies which we are able to
send to them. o

S.P. of Australia
Restrictions on the holding of public meetings,

It is likewise with regard to the. publication of .

etc., in Australia, do not appear to be as severe as
those obtaining in New Zealand. Nevertheless, the
Socialist Party of Australia is finding the task of
propagating Socialism far from easy. This is due to a
variety of reasons, the main ones being that most
members of the working class there are apathetic to
the Socialist message, and retain a blind {faith in
Labourism, and the Labour Government. Long work-
ing hours resulting from the intensification of the
‘“war effort ” leave others with but little time for
the study of Socialism. ,

Despite these unfavourable conditions, the S.P.
of A. is maintaining its organisation in much the same
way as the S.P. of N.Z. Information reaching us
from Melbourne and Sydney reveails that branches are
meeting regularly, and that they avail themselves of
tvery opportunity to strengthen and extend the
Party’s influence.

THE Sociarist Stanparp has many readers in
Australasia. Those who desire to assist the growth
of the Socialist movement in the Southern Hemisphere
are urged to contact our companion parties, The
addresses of the headquarters of each. party may be
found elsewhere in this journal.

H. G. Hour,
Overseas Secretary, S.P.G.B.
March, 1942,

PARTY NOTES AND NEWS

' REPORT by the Propaganda Committee dis-
A closes the fact that 200 people attended the

(small) Conway Hall on Sunday, February
22nd, to hear the debate between Com. Purner and
Raj. Hansa on ‘‘ Is Parliament the Way to Social-
ism?"” We regret the inconvenience caused to the
many persons who had to be turned away owing to a
. ** packed house.””  Many friends and sympathisers
have told us that the debate proved to be very in-
structive and stimulating, and this is borne out by
the figures for the sales of literature, and the contri-
butions to our funds resulting from this meeting. Just
over £2 worth of pamphlets, etc., were sold, and ike
collection was nearly £4.

Addresses to other organisations have always
been an important feature of Party activity, and in
this connection Com. F. W. Johnson has been
appointed to put the case for Socialism to the Rom-
ford, Essex, branch of the Co-operative Party. 1In
February, Com. Johnson addressed a meeting of the
Chadwell Heath Co-op. Party, and the literature sales
reveal that considerable interest was aroused in the
© Socialist Party’s - case. Negotiations are proceeding
with a view to sending a speaker to address the Bristgl
branch of the Co-op. Party.

Glasgow branch held ‘another big meeting at the
Central Halls, Glasgow, on Sunday evening, Marzh
8th. Com. Higgins was the speaker, and reports indi-
cate that the branch’s efforts to ensure a good attend-
ance, literature sales, etc., were rewarded with sue-
cess. Perhaps the high-light of Glasgow branch’s

activity during March was their annual dance, which
took place at the New 'Astoria Ballroom, Sauchiehail
Street, on March 12th. Over 750. friends and sym-
pathisers enjoyed themseives at the dance,

Despite the very cold weather, the Sunday meet-
ings in Hyde Park have been maintained, and have
drawn remarkably large crowds. A number of mid-
day meetings in the city had to be cancelled, but as
weather conditions improve, more meetings will be
held at Lincoln’s Inn Fields and Tower Hill, ctc.

- Arrangements have been completed to hold a mass
meeting immediately after the Annual Conference in
the Wigmore Hall. Members and sympathisers will
have an opportunity of hearing two or three of the
Party’s speakers from the provinces as well as some
of the familiar London speakers. The meeting .om-
mences at 6 p.m. on Sunday, April Bth,

The Annual Re-union and Dance, which is to Le
held this coming Easter Saturday evening at 7 p.m.,
at the Lysbeth Hall (Beta Cafe), 85, Oxford Street,
promises to be a very happy affair, and we take this.
opportunity of extending a cordial invitation to friends
and sympathisers to join us in this event.

H. G. Howr.
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