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We must not become a nuclear base!
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There Is An Alternative
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ment is simply thinking of 'some remote future possibility,
“when it talks of allowing nuelear bases in Australia. Agree-
-ments -on’-such guestions” are often kept secret, and. it may
-, well be later.than we think., Do we in faet know the foll
meaning of ‘such developments as the visit to Sydney of a
. submarine’ equipped to fire Polaris missiles? Or the granting
of a base at Exmoutk Uulf to the United States to. be used
for ,submarine communications The sending of Australian
- troops overssas, for example, must almost certainly have been

- agreed on during the visit to Australiz in May of Mr. Dean

Rusk, United States Sceretary of Stale; but ounly a part of the
- sctual underiaking was announced at the time. It seems
probable that the Federal Gavernment would likewise neglect
“to take us into its confidence over steps to make Australin a°
nuelear base — und a nuclear target.
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Our DeSththn WOuld Bé‘ Necessary
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- would -have to’be'uttack_ed if it were a nuclear base, even if
hostilities had . begun in, or concerned, an entirely . different
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Our Destruction Wéuld i?e_ Possible -

Mires) .is' about 50 miles. This means that if such a bomb were
. dropped.at Gosford, Sydney would burn. A mere half-dozen
,i;8ueh bombs ‘would leave a country so devastated that, as one
*, writer-has put it, ‘“the survivors would envy the dead’’.

o .

" to the defeatism and drift to:suicide implied by the present
. poliey. ‘ o :

- . The: view that ‘f Australin needs nueclear weapons for its
defence’”, is hased on a complete misunderstanding of .the

*“nature ‘of nuelenr weapons..It is worth repeating: far from
" vgiving ‘us protection, the presence of nuclear weapons would

/ensure ‘our destruction if a nuelear war broke out anywhers,
1t is true that in its death throes Australia could possibly kill
"a few million men, women and children on *‘the other side’’;

it s bard“{o see any comsolation in this.

We believe these aims are worthy of your support. The

i sitvation demands an alerted public opinion, an awareness of
" _ithe catastrophe threatening us, and a determination to fight

>against it in all possible ways. :

If you wish to assist, by taking part in demonstrulions,
+helping to organise the eampaign, or giving finanecial aid {or
:-,i'}')referubly all three), please phone FA2302, 71-1472 er
XY 3612,

. ‘é_('Authorise& by R. Gould, 471 Liverpool St.,, Darlinghurst)
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