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rFeliticel clubs have long been w ieature of Lnalls
Lu vaitoriage Livereal and vonservetive vlupe originatea aurlug tne
Isn0's, 1ne tect that severzl of liese universities returnea members
to perlicswent served =3 z stimulus to tne tormation ot such politicel
sTOUps, Line vilversity Laboar neaerutison 1a wmaglana, walcn uaites
socialist ana lzoour cluos {tue qsuue Varies irom unlve151ty to.
univerwity) waes IouaGed in L9s2, .

In sustralisa & moaern inoustrial proletariat vegan ¢
auring ftoe 1920's, wita the -~ th of monopoly capitalis
previous periods.tne existence 21 a stron, workine class
to its cazuse & section of tue iatelligeatsis, ~ mecona &g
monopolistic iacustrisl soclety 1s tae lormutlion ot spe
groups” secking to savence tine wiwms of various sections,
university & reflection of tuls tencency was seen in thg
tvend ftowazrds iastituting various stuceut societies dur
in aydney the ruolic (uestions ococlety was 1n existence
while tne ileusue of wations wpoclety was fouanded in 1926
depates were freguently concucted witn. tne speakers org
political groupgs. fuls lacrensz2c tenaency towarus unaez
. Boclieties wes also to be seen lﬂ welvowrile, where thne Ui
L Lmpour vlub alsce dates from I3

P uwdvVansloY LanUuk GhUuy, .
in the course ¢f the debates run uander tue ausplces
& group ~f similerly wminded Lebour supporters nad emerged
beginninget 1925 these ceame Togetier to form a "iLabour ureup
niversity. rals group, nowever, vies not, properly speak
formally constituted society, znd no wmention of it is t6
the university oalendar or, for tinat wmatter, in tne
f “the "union hecorder", lLae fouunaer oI tae club was Dr
1d associatea with nim were sach people &5 Clive avatt
urns, s, Llands, #,V,5teele, J.a.ucouzllum, 8.0 .Llracy, ¥
sheehan, d,“,martin, LUTeg raomas, and several underg
feaculty of srtg and & few Iroum Nconmomics and oclenca
vening stuweats were also concerned,

‘ihe occasion ¢f the founwing oI tue vlub was tne v1
ralia of walcolim webonald, son of hamsay wcwonaldy
of debators the Oxfora Union debatlﬂg toam arriveg

LI,

"the organisers of tne dinner w

" (Lent, 19¢b)
The wrltar”ass

ppo;ters in the electlon campalgn"




‘ecretdries

u L. ﬂelsan and B,burns were JOlnt

thh returned J.1,lLang. lnele wab partlcular aCthlt
five-member electorate, where a,v.nuvati secured a re
‘The elub functioned until the following reaeral electi:
speakers Lo different parts of the country to assist candidet
in mid-[927, resultant on tne Lang-Lougnlin split, it 5raaually

failea to function, [t was not until L9501 tnalt wiotner atteuwpt to

set up a Labour viub was made,

III. Tom sio0nl rO0UsbINg 08 Yo LU, 1931,

In 1931 Labour governments were in office potn in the state ana
feaeral mspheres. the Lepression was responsiovle for much political
ferment, both within znd without tne university, ln face ot the
brezkdown in the economic system tnere was much (uestioalng oi tne
soclal order, witnin the university tnis perlioa saw tie wppearance
01 & large number of politiceal clups, the wovement reac:ing & pesk
in £952, {n L9oV the rublic gquestlous oociety, tne League o0i watious
Soclety, the International otuaeants obervice Uaion, the Hconoulcs
wociety, ana the Jhristian Uanion (Secretary w,h.wocd) were golding
meetings on iaternaticaal afrucirs, ete. Ln oepteuber rroiessor
snderson opened the inaugural meeting of tne Univernity society for :
‘ rree Llhougnt, its first presiaent veing Professor anderson, "aoni ooit"§
p | (institutea in 1939) was reprinting adaresses delivered to tne Pubdic y
3 guestions oociety in wmeloourne University,

snother expression of social aiscontent during thne crisis was
the existence of the Labour Hducational Lesgue and later the
pocialisation Committee and sociwiisation units witnin tne A,L.P. It
was this socialisation movement whnich provided what airect
stimulation was needed for tne secona founaing of tne Labour <lub,tue
three main founders, ¢.B,wartin, J.B,Sweeny, J.U,A.sourke, being
associatea in tne Labour Hducational League,

Un reb, 9, L9351 a notice was put up in the Union Common hoom
3 inviting all undergraduustes interestea in forming a Labour League to
& meeting esrly in Lent teram, “Yanis evoked o letter ia “"dohi oolt"
protestiﬂg‘thﬁt "a university is non-political", rnree letters came
ozck in reply, incluaing cne iroda J.J,s.pourke. Urgaulsing ocecretary,
and one Irom volmen wall, voiluat uecretary, Leoour uroup, wno statea
that "politics .., have detinitely come to stay",

The tnird issue of "aoni Soitt for L9351 had as its ﬂe&dllﬂe
"Proposed Labour Uroup vauses oStir in University", sut.professor
snderson was strong in support of tune 'Labour uroup', wnile & storwy
Union dight meeting carried by taree votes z motion ™fhat tne Union
board accommodate meetings conauctea by political groups of wmembers
0f the Union, and foster political ailscussion through tne Union
debates and otherwise",

The april Ibth issue of "noni ocit" carried tne following two-
column aavertlsement over the eaitorial:- ~
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Univergity Labor Uluo,
Inaugural aeeting
in ‘
Union nall o
on Tuesaay, April 2Ist, at 8 p.m,
L~ Friends and roes Wwelcone: :

hon werk wosling, vhiel secretary; non J, Lam:
3 wminister of Justice; wessrs C,b,wartin, X.P.niasell
1 « A,Landa a's L,A,, J,J,uraves, oecretary A,L.P. will
' speak, '
For Frovisional Mxecutive
O,h.p0UTKe
Urganising secretary,

the insugural meeting wes ctormy., "A motion that o Labour
uroup be formed within the University was defesated by a large"
majority cf the 709 students who filled the Union Hall.,., Jonsi
aisorder prevailea,,,hooting, orzanisea singing, cheers, and- tuae
liberation «f quantities cf tear gas in the hall", the chairman
this meeting was Jlarrie wartin, afterwaras wr Kinsells denied 't
g brick had been thrown at nim on' the platforu, pointing oudrthn
it nad merely been dropped at tne side of tne stage to ieke @y
nowever, the Labour Club was lauacned, the rresident being
wr ,C,L,delson, LL,B, and the Secretary h.bate, B e, w,A,.wWo0d.
an unsuccessful candiaate for tane L,u, Committee, , R
The Vlub proceeded to nold evening meetings {in the rhilosophy
hoom), On June Ibtn Professor anderson spoke on "lne workiag ulass?,
A discussion on student representstion on tne oenate was alsy neld;
4ll meetings during 1951 were "storuy", B
q the vommemoration week number of "doni woit! was printea in red
] with the main headline:vghastly hea r£lot brougnt to Lignt in pyaney:
Lomain", ! o
At the end of tne year tne L.J. contested every position "at the
Union elections, an "ncni Boit" report (Li/L0/50) ran as follows:

Unlu  fisylons
LABUUR JLUD  HALURS3ES
CANDLDa s Ty cuonimol

bl Vacianolls
hEVOLULY LOwahY
EFlaiwOhuw

At & meeting held last wonday evening tne commi
of the Labour Jlub selected twelve candiaates to con
the forthecoming Union elections. N

the platform of the club's nominees will ihe
removal of trae union from the control of the Je
abolition of the compulsory election of five etirir
directors, and the introauction of pretferentisl’ votini
ln adaition, they propose, if elected, to reduce admin:
rative costs and Union charges, reorganise Unio ebat

proviae more facilities for members tawzn a
nt available’, ‘
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- no Labour Club members secured electlon

The kresident of the Labour Club stood for the;
while the 12 candidates pledged themselves, if ele '
decisions of the Lzbour Club Vommittee, It was a regor

IV, AkhILIAEION'WILﬁ 1nE A.L*P L

slembership of, the C¢lub at this tlme stood at dbout
August I931 it was resolved, by a small majority, that
affiliagte w1th the Lang-led State Labour Party, the opp 2
tnis move was led by J, Bourke and a,Date, the oecretqry, WHO Was
replaced in thgt position by 4., mcUuinness,

aeimbersnip of the Club was somewnat restrictea by a rule’
requiring wmembership in the member's locelity braach of tne Lung
A.L.P,, &nd cons eqaent on this, the non-recognition oi the scullin
supporters,

Lne division within the Labour wovement st tae University can
be illustrated from the Union lebates, at tne beginuning of 1931
politicsl perties were agaln permitted, ¥our appesared-- tine Jo :
Socialist, vommunist, and icissez-raire rerties, 1he "Union heggy
describing the Lpril I debate, wrote: "Eventually the cocialis
Joined tne ranks cof the Jonservative Government in suppovt;néithe
motlonw "Ihat socialism is a dangerous falls gcy'--a truly astou

'welte foce’, The Communist karty taus becase the offiecisl UP ¥
We tre told that Vomrade roole and Jomrade sourke formed
Government, -

1932 started with the Lgbour ciub produ01ng & arody'onA
wtudents?® song-book, "Bridge of SizeY, priced at 1/-,(ihe re
is to fthe opening of tne Sydney uarvour sridge), -

. the Lecember 1331 elections. {rederal) hzd resulted in a;cr =
defeat-for both the Scullin and Leng factions, Ihe Club in_ Febru
1932 played = big part in the return of E.J,ward at the ﬁast.o-
by-election

Af the I932 Ezster vonierence cf the A,L.¥, & charter WaS'gr
to the University Lsbour uroup, two representatives of whic
permitted to attend the conference witn full voting powers,
sourke and Date were now rewduittea to the Labour vlub, wnlcn W
now constituted as & branch of the s, L.F,

It seems clear that affiliation to the a,L.¥. had a
restrlctlve effect on ftne lLabcur viub, It mesnt that many st
fully in sympethy with ~,L.2. policy were excluded, The ‘fact
L9352 was & pesk year for tne foruation of new political-club
University seems to indicate that the L.¢, as then constitu
unsble to satlsfy student needs, Barly in 1952 = Socia
droup was formeéd, Then came the Polities <lub, function
parliument and: presentln& the views of various parties
Speakers were Bruxmner, i,H,ssnning, <&, wartin, aand Pr
snderson). A Liberal and a U, hL,r. Club were also fo:

4t his speech to the Politics Ulub Professor a
Wes dlsapp01nte_'W1th the way the Labour Ulub wsas golinp
a large proportion of CUlub membership came from Law
gradu@tes tended to dominate,

The vommittee of the Labour elub held ?
ricuse and pledged its support to the A, ‘
from wr Bruce, the Prime mlnlster, '
51 the hﬂﬂﬂdl Elections in 193
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the year) the socialisationists were ' in g majority,
- decided to form & "“socislisation unit* at the Univer

NV, wal S0UlatlonlIyd Puh UL, f9v2-4, . s
‘ The new President was T.hornibrook and the Secfépa
The vlub was holding fortnightly meetings in the evening, &n
'in & number of debates (e.g. one with Aars. Penkhurst-walsh
© On Sept 27 at 1,20 in the Union nall wr vharles heeve, &
member of the I,W.Ww,, spoke to an uprcarous sudience on
hevolutionzry", 4 lantern lecture on hussias was also fiven in
Union aall, and later =z Soviet f5.lm, "In Lerin's veuntry",

The Labour Jlub welcome to sreshers et the beginaing of 1933
took the form of an address by Lr saccarini, President of the soc,
dazionale Dante aAlighieri and lecturer in Ytulian, on "The Lebour
basis of Hascismo¥ (”Eascism”, ne sald, "was ultra—democratio”),

Ularrie sertin led two discussion groups for the <¢lub, Yhe
¥reethought Society, the League ¢f uations Unicn, the Labour Jlub,
and the 3,C,d, held a combined snti-war meeting on June 22, 1933, ‘he
L.C, speaker was J,5,S8weeny LL.B,, one of the founders of the club,
An anti-war resolution was carried Unsnimously by the zudience,

On June 22 also the aunual Genersl weeting was held, Jod, omail
becoming kresident, and Wi Pawley (later lecturer in Agricultursl
Bconomics]} Secretary, One estimate pluces membership for tnis period
at I0 or I5, :

meetings for the rest of the yeer included wr niggins, M,4, on
"Ihe Wworking Class Attitude to Wer', & combined meeting with the
Liof N, U, on "Csuses of war", an sddress by P.h,Stephenson; "rublishing
as & Business--Its Social CUonseguences"{there was an audience of 7
and Stephenson wrote an irritable disclaimer of tae oecretary's
report of the meeting published in "noni Soit®), J.w,omail "ihe
aistory of Wascism", J.C,¥oster, "lhe Uguses of Fggelism", and
T,J,Weekes, '"heligion in hussia", Luring 1934, apart from uUnion Mall
meetings, the Lzbour Club met in the rhilosophy hoom,

It was at this pericd that J. L. Lang commemncea to suppress the
soclalisation units within the Lsbour Farty, 4 meeting ot the Labour
Club was called for April 19, I954 to consider "disuffiliation from
the State 4,L,P,, the changing of the Club's uname to the "University
Socialist Club'y, and drastic restatement of the gims", As a result
of this meecting the following announcement appesred in "noni coitv:

I sm

the

"Lt a recent mecting of the sydney University
Labour <lub, which will be known firom new on as the
Sydney University Socislist Vlub, it was resclved that
the club be disaffiliated frem the Leang Labour party,
on the ground thuat the laitter OTgenisstion hed not
attempted sincerely to carry out the socicligation
policy of the 4,T,F,

Membership 1s now open to all members o the
student body who accept collective cwnership gs =
desirable means of production®, ‘ :

VI, Ta# 30CIALIST Cius, 1634-37.

The disaffiliation of the Labour Club was an important step
forward, ¥or one thing, it opened the way for a wider membership, Lt
disassociated the Club from the decline into which, under J.4, Lang,
the N,3,W, Labour Party was sinking, s».L.P. routine branch business




was less likely to intrude in L,<, matters, st the sam
had been left very late znd there were now a large numbe
organisations in competition with the Club, the new n:
of the'Socitlist Societies'at many Hnglish Universities
perhaps, somewhat radicel at a time when the depressio
to wear off and student interest in politics to wane, i
time, sccording to krofessor Wood (in "Smed", the student
Viatoria wWollege, Wellington, ¥,Z.), it was "the ¥ree Thougzl ;
which was suspected, more or less rightly, of holding Communistic -
feelings,.."

The Socialist Ulub launched & new series of mectings, w,0rr,
BSecretary of the diners' rederstion, geve a topical talk on the
"Wenthzggl Strike” in the Union Hall, an uzdmission fee of 3d,wes
advertised, A debate wes orgenised with tae Saedean sSociety (an
organisstion of teachers studying at the University), the Club
denying "That present-day education is progressive snd enlightening",

the President of the Club at this time was J,u.Smeil and the
Secretary John sosgter, . '

In dovember 1933 the Labour Jlubt had produced a printed
magazine entitled "student" for free distribution within the
University, This had been inspired by selbourne Labour (lub's
"Proleteariat", and contained an article by John indersen on "Wreedom

~of Bpeech", In July 1934 the Scciazlist Uiub brought out g éimilar_,
publication, "lhe 3tudent", price 3d,, containing sarticles on -
¥gseism, on the Wontheaggli Strike, "lhe Yruth sbout 'Harrago'",
"What's wrong with the University", a Bociclist Club-3,C. M, oymposium
on war and others, 4 Socislist Jlub mee ing in cept 1934 was to
consider producing = second issue, but epparently this was not done,

In the lest week of final term the Socialist Club collected 7
300 signutures te o petition ¢ppesing a ccumgpulsory spcrts fee, o
sceme then projceted, This caapaisgn was msintsined guring 193H, g
meeting being held {June 20) in the Econ's II room st which 45 were
present, ur Yoster was in the chelr, while wr Jury outlined the idess
of the Soc, Club executive, a4 motion was czrried that University"
sport should be free to zll students, the . costs to be deirzyed by =&

-Uovernment subsidy, together with peyuent of the expenses» of zll '
touring teams, D
At the beginning of 1935 the Socialist Club "decided to issue g
fortnightly bulletin outlining its attitude on political issues; but
aying perticular attention to the ventilation of student grievances"”
?HS I0/4/35), The first issue was schedqulad for April IB, — aaoTa o
the movement sgainst wer occupled much of the energies o
vlub during this yezr, The dJdoint Committee for FPesce hneld &
Monday and Tuesday, June 24 and 25th in the Union ngll, Onm th
day the speakers were from the ¥reethought Society, the
Gollege Fellowship of Internationsal Pucifists, and the &
Club (wr L,Jury, = medicsal student}, Yhe Joint Committee
ballot at which 47% of the.students voted. et
(First question: "Is war inevitable o
&) YUnder capitalism? Yes ~No'.
b) Under any system? Yes No
alist Club had J,N, hawlings B,
What For?") to lead au discussion, “August AtheoBaT

n:the year the Joint Committee for P
hilosophy hoom),  the 3oc

osiumn
atter
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Several meetlngs were hela on stuaent issuen
increase of fees), while in an invitation sddressed t
whether Leng-planners, bOClallSathnlstS. oommun15+

At this time Brofessor Anderson was commenclng t
Trotsky, while the ¥reethought Society undertook to supp
members with "lthe New }nterndtlon@l" a U,3, Lrotskyist perio

The cluh was attempting to form an "hustralisn Student's i
with little suwcens. These attempts were tc continue in the following
year,
On warch I9th, [93%¢ the Club kicked odf to a good staert with an

zddress in the Union nall by wr S,scoran ("domzin orator") on
"sducaticn in the Joviet Union%, The soc, vlub cecupled tae frout
seat, while the visitors in the body of the hall azwmused themrselves
kicking the chairs, wr woran examined also the auptraliun Universities
which he attacked as citadels of class distinction, Jury cislmed this
meeting had been organised t¢ get publicity, and 1f so, 1t certsainly
guccended, o
mueh of the Socialist Club activity was devoted to combating the

“Andersonians”- The ¥reethought Society was probably more active

at this time than the Scc., Ulub, [he Jlub, however, sponsored, with
the Freethought Society and the 3,0,4, Prof, isnderson on"Usplual
Punishment", with & discussion %o succeed the short introduction,at
the end of the year Lance Sharkey (Chalrman, Jommunist rarty) led a
discussion group on "The Political nistory cf Leon Troisky, I927-37",
The story is that University enthusiasts expressed their opposition
by chasing two Sociglist Club guesis--Frofessor anderson to his
office,whers he locked himself ini and his less fortunate collieague,
 Sharkey, who was frogwalked to the park and duped in the University
pond.

The Club borrowed the idea cof sSunday night discussion groups in
a private home from the selbourne University uzbour <lub (not the
lzst debt of this kiand to cur wmelbourne Frieﬂds),

The mid-vear eisctlion of cificers resulted: Patron, v.3.marbtin,
w,Be,, Senior Vice-FPresident ur O, Orittle, decy. L. Jury. ;ob wollan
wag probably winutes Secretary, Alsc in the club were such pe(nle as
Beth Wells, Jack Swaen, hoss surn, h Makinson,‘annual 35U &Crnrulqﬂ WS
reduced from 2/- to I/~, a rather poor sign. A report of the mesting
atated; "Until the beginning ot this year. the Socialist Club had
experienced a gradual decline in its activiiies and membership,
however, early in fizst term the Club begon to revive somewhat”, Thig
revival was of no long duraticn, Aczording to h,a.vollan, wembership
at the end of the year totaled abo.t 10,

Qther speakers tis yesr were V.Y,lhow, of the Chinese fnstitute
of Journwllste and Lr Lloyd Loss, oecretsry. A.k,U,; who spoke on
"Proletarian Literature",

The Club made an apparently impressive start in 1937 by
cadvertising uwiss Irene Saxby ag their speszsker at a Union mall meeulng.
her subject was “The 3tatus of Women in Soviet hussian Society”,
ever, zfier publicity was out, buti before wiss Saxby hzd bsen
initely invited, it was decided to present instead an address by
alziel of the Legicn of Vhristian routh {later Secretary to
on "SWum Cleasrance", in audience of 50 turned up
i s axby, s#riends of tnis lady had informed her of 'he

: she grrived a little late expectlng to hzve to
howe'er, her the floor.
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Cur H,Gould led a discussion group on "Leninism ig
ctice',ind on may 6th the hev, G,Stuart Watts was adv
peak on “"Christisns in Spain®, This is the last menti
jocialist Club in “aoni Soit", According to k,A,Gollan,
members (there were about 10} was held in a cafe dow
th 5 time, and it was decided to dissclve the Socisglist C
ts members could engage in setivity in other ani somewhatVbro

rgsnisations,

VIL 4 PHLIOD OX b LIl Il s TULml »0LITLICS,
The pericd belween the Leopression =znd the commencement of World
vier II was one of declins for student cluts generally, an editorisl
in "ioni Scit" duted 25/9/36 stuted: "wany of the University Clubs
ngve entered inte o pericd of decline, without casting sny reflections
or present office-besrers, 1t cen be fairly sszid that the majority cof
the sccieties do rnot ocoupy fthe position in undergrad life which they
did three or Irur yeurs wgo!,
"his poscition was not limitea to the Unlvar81ty° Dr booth,
Secretary of the University Extension sowrd, complained that twice
in 1937 a series of lectures on political theory had to be odncelled
through public apathy,

: there were many reasons for this state of affsirs. Ore would be
the ezsing of the compulsion towards politics ot the bepressipn years,
Another the lethargy into which labour and liberal groups in society
had fallen when the labour movement was divided wnd under the  Lang
Tegime, Internution@llv the steady successes of faseclsir Guring the

eriod of britain's "sppeasement" policy would alsc encourage such an .
attitude, In University politics the great division of progressive
.students samcng s number of societies has already becn mentioned, the
: Socialist Club saw this, and =t its Annual ueneral deeting, June 25,
* 1936 Ythe necessity for closer co-operation between, and if possible,

' the ultimate smelgemation of, the sceialists within the Socialist
¢lub, the ¥reethought Society and the 3,U,h, was stressed", ("dHoni DOlt‘
‘ Iurinrg 1938 there was ro Scelalist Club, But ths former Ciub !
members continued sctive., R,4,uollan spoke sevural times to the |
nistory Ulub and was secretary of s Committee to Take a callot on f
i

Compulsory Military Training, L,Jury was Secretury of the League of

Natione Union till the end of I937, The vecretary of the rublie

wuestions sScelety in 1938 was £ric sarons. put both the L.of .U, and
w. the P.w.B8. were effected by tie low eod in student interest,

o

VIII, Tnk LABOULR CIUs TS hEHQUNDED, .

the re-establishment of the Lebour Jlub in I9E9 was partly
stimulated by the visit of 4 members of the welbourne University L.C.
to Sycdney, "The events in 3pein, Chins, znd Jzechnoslovakis, the' arms
expenditure,.,the chaocs of worid aifairs, muct present. to_all;students
& problem thut demands solution' stated the preliminary dvertisement,
The inasugural mceting of the 3,U,L.C, was organised 1nf ne Unlon Hgll
by hoy 4. mﬂe, h,A,Gollen, Daphne mOITlS, John UOUdnl, : '
Waddy, It was hopeé to getbt Clarrie Sxen
he failed to attend The L sbour Jlub haQ s its uhalrman b‘n

_ bused pgrt 'y on the ovaanWS'
;S Whleh had lapaﬂﬂ at the end of that yesr,
nion colleapsed soon afterwards. for Tecasons

'nternatlonal situation is considereqd,




: : This“1s"What e aLd
I1914-18", containing quotations from university pubicitions during
world Waur I, (heviewed n,4, 21/9/59). ihe publication wus prepared
by yune Lavies (vuile wells), ‘ , o _

buring L1240 the Club hed & second azble Secretary in wris AGTOOSE,
with bers bixon ws rFresident, Y"aoni Soit" we s concistently hostile
(at-tnis time the "austroliz rirst movementt auvertised in the paper) .
Une editorial (9/5/4U) advised the L,J. to close down when it
udience wes unfricndly, or slterustively 'a suspension, for 3

raztion, of active proselytising in quarters where 1148 rege
Tater editorial {(I8/7/40) stated .that student socleties.
the war effort and must not criticise the (uenzies) Governme
the Lebour vlub organised = protest cn the banaoing of the Adel:
University hadical Jlub Professor loda uttempted forcibly to:
kric hsrons distributing protest leaflets in the quad, ™ion i

oreign Editor stated thet "it would be & justifiable 'insurance
policy‘ if, during the present crisis, the exmmple of ade aider 7
‘University were feollowed in all the other states®, The student paper
refused to priat the Jlub's protest on the suppression in idelazide; &
petition protesting sgainst "hoanl Soit's censorsnip of & matter

elready reported in the outside press wus circulated, - SR

kreviocusly webour Club mectings nad tzken the form of Vdiscussion

groups", but now these werc expancded to ordinsry cddresses and larger
Tooms used, oome meetings were wlso held in the Union and were
frequently hectic {e,z, one on miners! strikes), Lzbour Jlub members
were olso active In the nistory Jlub's "anglo-Saxon Group",

By the end of the yeur Jlub membership was zbout 40, Yhe Club
marciied in the wey bLay vrocession this year wns lest, The "Labour J1lu.d
oulletin® appe.red in 1940, The first Labour ulub Uonference was heid
at dewport, Lee,oth-9th, I2 delegabes from Hhe welbourne University
 Lezbour Ulub attending, snd the australian Jdtudent Labour Federation
wes set up,

I941 proved cne of tae most importaunt yesrs in Lsbour vlub
history, as szlsco it was in world history. Iie FPresident of the Jlub
wazs Bric aarcns {Se,IV), the secretary ¥rank MeGrath{artsIII), ®xeludine
the Bvening Secretury the Uommittee of 9 contsined 6 men from hrtslLl
plus an Arts graduste, while Bcience wes represented hy 2., the Jiub
was based essentislly cn men in ATTs, meny of them Tewchers! vollege
trainees =wnd zlso nonours students in fnglish, History, ete,

luring this yezr beth Ymoni Soit" =nd the S3.5,C. were favoursble
from the L,C.'s point of view[uay I os gave slmost the entire front
page to Frof Stout's zddress on a,k,P,), soth the Labour -Club and . the
S.h.,U, participated in the Youth rurlizment, while at the end of thne
year the 3,h,C, affilizted with the sriendship wich hussia League..

On July I0 A,ssrcan prepared an sddress for the Labour Club, It
was reported thus in the follewing "Honi Soit!s- S RN
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: LABOUR  ulls  hIOY :
: The Labour Club discussion "Labour b
1937" last Thursday failed to eventuate, '
o At Zeast two hundred hooligans from
Enginecering and sedicine prevented the spesker beg ning

1

- The final stimulus to this aisplay of student larri auism w
‘the recent entry of the Soviet Union into the war, The’Lﬁggjhadjpggg:_“
consistently syuwpathetic towuards the U,3,5.h, lhe reactiogarles;w1shed"
to express their cppesition to Dritain'ﬁrnew wlly and tneir belief

in the Sovict's inability te resist tne sezis cficctively. .
; fer a moment wr Luwle, the iAsst bhegistrer, pluyew witn tie idea
§ of heving the Club banncd on the erouaas boat it could net control
§ mootings, fhe next me-ting was rTesorbuds

howby oty ll.ir'i;\t it}
Ghbildml Al Lasy, 1
\
Cunon uarnsey. fleoman sedell
Lntervene, ?
hupert Lockweod spoke on 'rhe anglo-soviet Pact" to 500-400 packed
into the Xeon's I hoom, '
£t tne next meeting the rresident of tne 5,h.!, (usckay) and the
Vice-Uhancellor appeered to insist that tae Jlub be permitted to hold
ite mectings without disruption., Jee Yollings also spoke, “Yhe speaker
advertised was unable to turn up for this mecting snd & general
discussion cn the L,¢, followed,

An evening recitidl of Soviet wusie was held in the Union #Aall at
this tine and drew a large crowd, while a ... Dance organiged in 3rd
term hzd an attendsnce of 80, Jottage musicales were run during the
year, Gordon Jockel was the Club'ls "deneral Organiser® and Louglas

wsclallun editor of the bulletin ., At the end of tne year membership
was egbout 120,

The outbreak of war in the Pucific, however, crecated a quite new
situation for the socialist movement ot the University,

IX, 1242-45: Wik w0BLLISATION, :
' Un Lee 4 1941 almost zll University men went into camp at Ingleburn,
ald S days later war commenced in the rsacific, There was sn ettempt to
4 medintsin L,0, organisation in Cemp, and & bulletin was produced o
| Janaary, but generelly little could be done, In march 1942 the
3 found that many of its most able members, belomging to the uni
faculties, hed remained in ocsmp, N
4t the University the working =zllisnce which, in effect
in operation with the Freethinksrs now lapsed, With a Labou
in office in Austrszlisz, with Juepanese invasion threatening,..
more progressive nature of the war aad the growth of lef ;
influence consequent cn the entry of the U,3.o.k, into the’c
the Labour Club's attitucde bhecsme more positive as far
effort was concerned, . S ;
During this period {(till 1945) 8,h,¢, policy was generall
conflict with that of the L,¢,, and "aoni 50it" was unss isfac
the muin, In I942 particularly & note of pessimism, partly - jus
was wpperent in the journal (ef the :"Deat Bditoriglt, 2
murder, suicide or death from natural causeés no inquest w
determine,.,there is nothing in cthe ‘death of = University




called-aceidentel!), -

The Lubour <lub was not unuatffected by tae new =
aistlnction between the 'true' reveluticnary and the
revolutionsry was indicuted by wr v,h,detrath to ‘an
gix &t last Thursday's meeting of the Labour viub
revolutionary', he said, 'is one who not only ban
revolutionary theory but who ilso lives g revolution
(8 I5/I0/42), Other meetings were addressed by W.Wood (¥Tn
Lefence"), 3id Jordsan ("Ihe Sedond front"), hev Shurchwood e
("The wmicers and the War HEffort"), "uarx of rime®, an W,l..L, show
wus put on in the Union null and ensurea & £ood finenciel rosition
for some time, The rresident auritie tnis year was Foho,metrath wnd
the Secretary wuxine wzxwell, wemberehlp was adbout 65, 4t the end
of the yesr a L.C, donference was held b Newpordt,

At the end of 1242 the Joruonwesnlbtn cUosidy Schete wes
introduced; an effective mobilisation of the University for its
wertime tasks cnd & brewsh in tae privileged position of certeain
soclal groups &s regards wdmission to the University, iAfter tne
loss of its Arts 'buckbome'! the JYlub, in order to SUrvive, was
driven to penetrate feculties previously wlmost untouchea, e,g,
sedicine sznd especiaily hngineering, The vemmenwealth scheme, by
opening the way for =z new type of stuaent, facilitated this process.,

1945 saw the Labour club wt its lowest during tnis period,
desplte the ability of its Secretary, Joe iunliop (of mngineering) .
The rresidential szddress by waxiume le retit was on "Sex and Urinme
in hussia" and drew quite & crowd, » rresidential letter to *“doni
soit" (I13/5/4%) stated: "so one, unless he has made g nation-wide
survey, can comment on the attitude of the hussisns to freedom,
Who lndeed cares what their ztititude is? wWot the Labour <lub%, 4
little later the President decideda to resign, while the Jommittee
simultancously decided to remove him, '

The W.WB,A, dispute wus & feature of tnis yeer and tae 1, ¢,
held meetings in reference to wr Yartridge's aisputed Course 540
on hussisz, At the end of the year an h.o.i.x, Jonierence was held
near Sydney, with visitors from welbourne snd Aaclzide, :

Another new clement in this period was the appearance of ;
sectarian coniroversy al tie University, on such matters as Spalin, :
znd the Jatholic Jaurch--z reflection of the growing intensity in
scclety generally, 4 number of tne L,u, Giscussions during L9453
were on religious aspecis, again, =i tpne clections at tne peginning
of 1944 twe members of both the Slw sna the Newllan SccCy, were
elected to the Committec, the first time this nad occurred in tae
latter instance, o

HLapBoUn CLUB LIAhS ofmyglth oLULEATB" wes an "Honi R AL
headline during the censorship dispute ezrly in the year, Thi .
relerred to the L,C, claim that tue students! protest procession.

d ‘been pre-arraznged. Ly L, Burns, President of the ABiLes, 0
ement to the welbourne press which he subsequently retr:
from 5,U.L,¢, 1et the comment of "On Lit¥s eaitor o




_ 1944 was in the mein & ye
year the Club was strengthened-
ot welbourne or the army“(br-ge e
neld daring each Vacation:the”bgcep‘erﬁu |
attendence of 50.1wo delegates nttended the & 5,
elbourne, August '44, The L,C,. sulletin (rensamed’
¢onstently improving under the editorship of ¥om xin
‘the. year Club membership had reached 65, 4 better recep
acourded the Club in "adY, .
The L,0. continusd te function over the L[944-4% vacation, seversgl
functicns being run wed Jommitteo mectings neld, & rreshers’ welcome
wes orgunised in werch with an obtecndoace of 1850, 4 function was |

organigea with the tecnnicel Colloege social committes us an attempt
to further co-opcraticn between students ot tue two insititutions,
the £,0, oresented the film "otulingred! in tihe Ynion ngll, in
go-operaticn with the oocial situdies sssociation, I8 members of the
Ulup participated in the way Bay march, The "lLabour Jlub songbeok" .
was proauced by Jeff{ way (reb }, the production of the bulletins _ y
improved, and the L,¢, nistory written., In =ddition the usval activitie'j
(such w5 discussioa groups; lunch-liour saddresses, hikesy veacwtion
contercunces and the Like ) were engaged in, rhe L.V, brougnt osut &
leaflet, "why You Should Join tioe Liberal rerty" on the occazdion
of the visit of uwr wenzies to tae University to found tne Liberal
vlub,

his year proved to be the vlub's best after 1931 and 1941,
wembership resched 85 and vommittee organiswtion wes improved. Yhe
AJo,Ly, executive was establisned ia Sydney for the first time, a ,
slmilar revivel went on in the cther VYniversitics, the hsaical vlub
being revived in srisbane end & Labour <lub established in nobart znd
«l80 &t the oydney Teacihers' College, at the sanme time. the acnieve-
ments et wydney; vniversity were not sz great aco had originally been
znticipateq, )

Me becretary during tnis year was slan sarcan, snd the rresident
Yom nelser, B,oc,

Ko Lrd U lVisho Iy AL S0CIallsu,
In conelusion it is wortuwnile exemining some of tie lessons to .
be arawn from the aistory of tue Labour viub, and to see what guide
there is for the future,rhe first point is that the Club heas primexrily
been end snould continue to be = soclalist body, what strengt' and
meaning 1t has comes in large measure frowm tne isach tnat the <¢lub
Cuil 0Xier the socialist asternative te tne obvious crisis of present~
Qay soclety, S T L
At the seme time the Cluo must pe o breed body, welcoming. people
Who ere generally intsrestec in tne Lobour woveizent buit’not get
prepared bto wdhere te wny particular theory, rast experience-has
shown tnuat affiliation to any onz particular party is likely to be
ligurious in %tne leag run to tne vlub, Yhere must ve vari of
oplalok among the lé¥tists constituting the vlub, Llhe. st
browd enavgh to eveid tie splinterins of radical studer iile]
mwyriad of student societies, such azs been g weakening fretor. in
puast. Further, attempts must be muae to increase co-op :
possible between the L,J., and otaer studént“societies.
The Lzbour Club, in the writer's belief, should get
orgenisstion for the turning out of ~“pesple, soci

a8an
i .tS.d'
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Lgéa....'ﬁrldge of Jize" ' _ o ;
1959, ..."This is What Yaey Dald at the UﬂlVer51ty,” = i

= | 9I4-L8" -« '
1945 ﬁeO;...'fubouI vlub wsongbook" _—
1945 Aug;...“Labour club mistory"

These were

Ll INS | | l ' -
1935 (dov) "The student" was produced,

1934 (July) a second "The Student" appeared, S
more in the nature of printed bulletlns tnan me ga21ne$.

1940. number of L.G.DUlletiHS issued was 3
I94I R i i? {1 1" 7
I942 0 4 " n 2
2
6
5

1943 i T it ' i
19424 . it . t 1 H
1945 H no 1 (] n-
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' 1925 27 oecretarlcs,-ﬁ U.L.delson, o, DUIHS, A mcuulnness,

::1901 Ba, Brc51dent N, U, L. Nelson LL D.r aecretarj A, DatC,b Lc

. - X

L941;: President sric hssrons, meCTebaTy .k, doursath

1942: rresident #,h,wecureth, wecretary waxine maxwell

L945: rresident wmax le reiit, wecrelary Joe wunlow

[944: rresident Averil vollins, Secretary'may Lyneh -

'I945; Fresident Tom heiser, o  OC uocretbry slan Barcan,

i . . hﬂ. uuhl! [or'y 1ﬂ%m£§_ﬁ;hor l.r’ :
the figures arce the maxi.azua mcuu@fshlp ior tne year,
1931 T30-189 £%40 40
L9535 10-1b - 19471 2N
193¢ I Ce C e 1942 65
Ios7 clo , . Toan 30
f9E8 e 1344 68
19249 20 (9 o : L3245 B85 (aug;

_ LB IUh CLUB Uil iibmd U, o

do, - Mime. o flece Subject ~wmeX, Attendung
L. bac., 1940 dewport .. 7 .. Lst a8Lll Jonference c.24
B, hug, 1941  Jewport L way Jonference '

R Lec 1942 . dewport _

-4y Deec . 104% pundeens aoly Jonference c, 20
5, ﬂay(?)§944 . Bittslong Iraue unions ‘¢,40
&, sug %944 HOn L, Vule the racific L7
7 Lee h-%94§ aona Vale Is Scecialism the answer? 50
8. June 1945 fowler's obay - Victory and after L9
9. Aug © 1945 -dewport , the sritish Jommonwewlth 24,

L e, in the rost-War WOTld

Suul PAaT'QEELUmnOLwﬁhs. 

@

June 1952 June 19%5: rre51aent, r uornlbroo&, oecretary b o, W LaVlS
June I19%3-Jdune I1934; rre 51dent u.m omail, uecretary Wi, Pawley

June (?)I%2%4¢ rresident o, s, omsil, Becrotury u,zostcr

L9355

dune I9l&-June 19357. senior Vice—gres. veurittle, decretary u,Jury
L£9a7

L939: Fresident, Lr L, &.s5. wakKlasen, oecretary h Wi, Gollan, B A.

L940: rresident Lors lixon, sesretury bric Asrons




