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ALL FOR THE FIGHTING

(From a report lothe Central Committee meeting, 18.20 February, 1848, )
. L. C. HENRY

WAS particularly impressed by Comrade Dixon's This movement, irrespective of the particilar
call for our Party to make far more use in all'our  fields on which its corponent pa:ls arise at'the pre-
work of papularising the Soviet Union, on the basis sent lime. cannot be nther than a struggle against
of the actunl achievements, than has been done up  imperialism, - a struzgle against the pelicy of the
to the present time. There is no doubt that since monopolists here in Australia. .For the Wwarmongers,
the conclusion of the war, in conteast to the capital:  and those who are the champions of anti-demeeratic
ist world, the achievements artained in the socialist movements and legislation, and those who wauld
world are indeed enormous: in fact, the plan that seek to worsen the position of the great mass of the
has to de with afforestation, irrigation and wate; workers and producers in a desperate effort to
conservation is completely beyand envisagement by retain their profils—these are one and the aame
any other than a very advanced socialist country. ft  people. These are the monapoly capitalists, these
is a tremendous project, and shows the giant strides are the Australian imperialists whao, in pursuit - of
that are being made in the land of socialism by man  their general policy, are placing the future inde.
in his struggle to master nature. To my mind the pendence of our country in jeopardy, who are seek- .
Soviet project is the greatest project that has ever ing to fine our counlry up as a base against the
been launched in this field of endeavour anywhere progressive movement in the countries nerth of
in the world, Australia and as patt of the world anti-democratic
When we take inte consideralion the crisis of bloc, as was so cleatly indicated by Comrade Dixon
the capitalist world and the fact that there is no way yesterday. )
out for the capitalist order, and that the methods by It was very hard for me to understand
which they will geek a way out for the time being what one of the  comrades wag getting  at
are fasciam and war, putling greater burdens on the when he was talking aboul the peace mave-
backs of the working pecle, this should do f&r more  ment, for I aather from his remarks that there
to cenvince the people about sacialism, far more to tended to be an vndereslimation of the need
popularise the Soviet Union than anything else al  for the warking cluss to win ailies. But our -
the present time. That is, we must do as Comrade  whole policy, the while idea, 1ha whale conception
Dixon has said, really bring before the masa of our  on which our fany is working at the Present time
peaple the reality of the development in the Sovier s that it is necessary for the working class to win
Union and contrast this with the reality of the de-- toits sicle, 1o win under j1s feadership every possible
clining capitalist warld. ally, and whether these people are won on the basis
In Australia all the weneral political and aco.  of the strungle 1o maintain peace, or whether it be
notnic trends that are involved in the international  the struggle to delend and expand democracy, or
situation are manifest and the signs of an approach- whether it ke on the economic issties is not the all-
ing erisis are becoming clearer Erom day to day. important question. It can be on all ot any of these
In this situation and leading up to the particular sues: therefore, if we concejve of the strugale for
subject that 1 wish to speak about this allernoon, it peace—that is. the strugale against the warmong-
is necessary for us always (o be very conscious nf i ion of great public opinien for peate—
the role and responsibility of the Party, for the ¢ of ths ns being led by, the Communist
. answer — the only answer, as far as the masses of Parly that is quile trve amd quite correct, for only
the people in the capitalist world are concerned, to  the Communiat Party can lead and retain a correct
the problems that nre being presented ty them by position, a correct political position in such a
the decay of the capitalist order — i3 (he victory of struggle,  But this does not deny at any time the
Communiam. This is the only answer to the prob-  fact that we need the as stance of the pacifists, we
lems that'confrBnt our people the same as the people  need the assistance of all sorts of people who are,
in the Western capitalist countries, for the tune being at any rate, in agreement with
As we have discussed before, in the present im.  the Communizt Party on ene question even if on
mediate situation—in the struggle lor peace, which o other, whether it he (he struggle for peace, the
is a definite, concrete struggie againat the warmong-  strungle te retain demaeracy or whatever it in.
n the fight to retain and expand democracy Therelare. il wa comenive of our work for peace
against the power of monopoly capitalism and s as a very broad genaral waork with various Orgais.
tendency in the direction of fascism; in the fight ations, mainly  propagands  work in the Afrst
Bgainst the attempts of the capiialist class to place  stage, then i will Lecome, in ‘the final stage,
the consequences of the crisis and decay of the necessary that we bring into being an actual organis-
capitalist order upon the masses of the working  ational Form. If we do not understand this to be an
people — it ia essential that we work with the aim organisational form that will embrace much wider
of building up from every .possible angle a great  sections than those actually under the leadership of
Mmass movement of the Australian people. the Communist Party, then | am afraid we do not
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understand what we are speaking about when we
talk of developing a broad mass movement.

[ thought in what that comrade had to say
in thia matter that there were such elements of lack
of clarity on this guestion,

Comrades, [ think we must draw the conclusion
from our survey of the international and national
situntion that there is indead a very hard battle ahead
of us, that there is no casy road, and that our prob-
Jems are part of the general international set-up.
Today the battle iz joined between the forces of pro-
gress and socialism and the reactionary forces of
the old capitalist order. The struggle is joined and
will be fought out. While there may be lulls here
and there for a little time, actoally the general crisis
of capitalism is proceeding at a very rapid rate, is
intensifying in every way, while the progressive
forces are” being massed on a far broader scale
than ever. If we nee this, then it must be made
clear that the battle wilf he fought out to its con-
¢luston. And the final conclusion is victory for the
socialist forces — that is our perspective. What we
must insHl into the whole of our Party member-
ship today i the possibilities [or victory, and the
will to battle, the will ta win, the will to vistory.

Asa Comrade Dixon says, the amount of work
atid effort we are able to put into it taday will de-
tide the issues in the Future, irrespective of how
it may work out in respect to this or that particular
mattet.

Now it has alwaya been recegnised, of course,
comrades, that one of the great needs of the
Australian Communist Party is a Daily TFribune.
Considerable effort in the past has been put inte
the preparatory work to create the situation where
the launching of a Daily Tribune would become a
direet reality.

Stll at the present time there is more yet to
be done.

You know that in the last depression, at its
beginning, our Party was indeed a very small Party,
many of the older eomrades who are herd at this
meeting will remember the situation that existed
at that time. We had a very small Party, but the
siteation opened up and the Party grew rapidly and
was able to extend its work and influcnce at a
tremendous rate, because the siluation was favour-
able for such a development.

Well, a very small Party of some three hundred
members, not all of them particularly skilfat, either,
did a tremendous joh. hen you look back over
the history of the development of the Party, »
tremendous advance was made in that situation.

.Comrades, today we have n Party that is very
widespread throughout Awstralia, and despite al!

our weaknesses and all the mistakes we make our
Party is becoming quite an experienced Party; we
‘are not nearly as inexperienced, you know, as we
sotnetimes may appear when we are having a
meeting and discuss our difficulties. We have a
Party of somewhere between twelve and thirteen
thousand members at the present time. a very wide-
spread brganisation; the situation is opening up
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again, the issues are going to be much sharper than
before: therefare "the possibilities of advance in
this situation are indeed enormous. So it is essen.
tial that nt the right moment we should be i a
position to faunch a Daily Tribune, .

The question as to just precisely when it should
be launched | think cannot be .decided at this
meeting. | don't think we can say that at some
particular time we can launch a Daily Tribune, be.
cause the actual time must be decided on the basia
of the actua] economic and political situation ms it
develops and we must be in a position te launch
it at the maost opportune moment.

The Political Committee has discussed and de-
cided to launch a Fighting Fund, a considerabls
portion of which will go inte tha fund that will be
the basis for financing the actual launching .and
continuation of a Daily Tribune. In approaching
such & proposition as a Daily Tribune we must
estimate that for a time the paper will run at &
fairly considerable loss, that is, if we base our est-
mate on ordinary bourgeais business methods,
Therefore a very considerable amount of mbdney will
ke involved in the launching and financing of & paper
of a character that our Party requires, This paper
will of necessity, for some lime at any rate, be a
MN.3.\W. paper in so far as circalation is concerned,
but } feel that with improvement in air transport
maybe some of the difficulties connected ‘with nat-
ional distzibution ean be overcome after a time,
That iz how it appears at present. Consideting the
importance of getting on with the idea, the Poli-
tical Committee decided to send out the document
which had been presented to the Political Commit-
tee to all members of the Central Committee [or
an expression of opinion before this meeting took
place so that preparatory work could be gone on
with. The majority have indicated support. There
was no opposition, although some have not ve-
plied. This meeting will have to give a Fformal
endorsement in relation to this matter, (It was
unanimously endorsed.—Ed.). .

The general idea is to launch a Fighting Fund,
and the matters that 1 am going to deal with now
relate specifically to N.S,W. and, unless otherwise
stated, not to the interstate Party organisations.

The general over-all idea is to raise a large
amount of money for those urgent general purposes
that confront the Party at the present time, while
at the same time earmarking a substantial sum for
the launching of a Daily Tribune, -

Our aim must not be limited by the conception
of just a “finance drive” and that finishes it, be-
cause we cannot at all be satisfied with the financial
position of the Party. | don't mean that it is broke.
It is not brcke. but it has not got enough meney
to develop its work in the way the situation de-
mands it should. In looking through the balance
sheets of the C.C. and districts, one is struck by
the fact'that everyhody seems to be happy if there
is enough finance to carry on whatk is usually called
the ordinary work. There is no money coming in
For the kind of campaigns we have in mind, In
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this Fighting Fund campaign we must scek not
only to improve the finance of the Party in a hig
way on the immediate issues, but we must also
seck to raize the level of Party finance on & per-
manent basis.

Many of the difficulties in relation to the rais-
ing of finance don't actually exist in the situmtion
outside us. Many of thess difficulties oxist in the
minds of our comrades only. Either the problems
are not thought about or ave thought shout in a
narrow, reatricted way and not in a way that opens
up new poesibilities and builds mew chdeavour
along the lines necessary for a solution. .

Then the aim, the ovér-all, immediate aim, the
aim of the Communist Fighting Fund for 1949 in
N.5.W. that will be lsunched by thie C.C., will
be to raise not less than £40,000 jn N.5.%. during
the months of April, May. June, July, August and
September of this year for the folfowing Purposes :

Firstly, the Daily Tribune.

Secondly. to combat the warmongerd and
txposc the real character of these who are taday
attackive the Party and the working cles.

Thirdly, widespread expansion of publicity
and Party organisation in an effort to reach all
sections of the people,

Fourthly, to strengthen the fight for improved
living standards agrinet the greed of capital,

stly, to expand the intérnal and mass or-
ganisation of work for Communism, to strengthen
the foundation for the victory of Communism
bver vapitalism in the future.

In regard to the presont situntion, Comrade
Dixon haa altendy mentioned the growing trends
towards crisia. Comrades, the actual ponition at
the present time among the great mass of the people
is quite suitable for us to launch the Fund and raise
a very considerable sum of money. It is true prices
are going up, rents arve high, quite s number of
families who aré down on the basic wage are finding
the going somewhat difficult. At the same time
it is true the pubs are full, the rackcotrses are
well attended, every picture house in the city is
pf\cked: it is also true that in so far as the imme.
_chate present is concerned the mass of the people,
incleding our own members, have money to spend,

The Party needa money and the Party can raise
what it requires, We must have this coneephon; we
must not have'a 13d conception, a 2/ conception
nbout the situation existing ot the pretent time, A
_I td approach to finance may have been all right
in the dole days. but | question it. We shust see
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ficult later on.  Already signs of seoriomis crisis
are apparent. We want to go shead full steain akd
see that we ars working againat time, we have
te go right out after finance while the situation
remains relatively good.

Briefly, this i how it is proposed to handle the
Fighting Fund.

. As from the official opening of the campaigh to
raise a minimum of £40,000 in N.9.W., all Pay
revenue, other than dues and initintion fess from
the branches, should all go inta the Fund, tn addi-
tion to all direct individual subictiptions to the
F}mc!. Budget payments from the branches to the
districts will be suspended for the duration of the
Fund caripaign.

Why has this suggestion been put forward?
Because only too often you bump up against argu-
ments along the following lnss—the thing to wotry
about 1s our Budget: of, the thing to work¥ about
is our "special” campaign. Only oo often, in
cases wherg you hear these words spoken, what
af:!ualiy happens Is that insulficient is done about
eithet. e iden here i5 to sliminate all confusion
and bring about cohcehtration on one vhjectiva:
that 1s to say, that all monays other than dues monéy
and initiation fecs, Tribune and literature, goes into
the Fund, This should eliminate confusion i the
branches,

About the approach té this question. Firat of
a]l.'. co{nredes, the approach to the Fighting Fund
campaign is a political approach; the campaign
around the Fighting Fund must be a political, ideolo.
gical campaign to clarify before the membera and
supporters of the Communist Pasty the critical issuen
of the international and raticnal situation, the
advanced stage of decay and crisis of capitabiam,
lhelm]e of the teformists as the bandmaiden of
capitalisin, the role of the Party as the vangl;ard
ﬁghtc_r for peace in face of the warmongers, for
security in face of the trends towards economic de.
pression and for the victory of socialism over
xia?ltal:sm as the only guarantee of ever-increasing
iving, educational, cultural and health standards
for the mass of the people.

t \
cam;l;(l" this esd the whale Pa';-tly must enter the
mgn. and prime responsibility reats on the
Central, Districs and Section G i
B gt o on Committees and  the

Convictlon Bs to the policy and role wf the
Party and real dettrmination to contribute to the
struggle to unite the working class and all wotking

that the possibilities are there. 1€ It is gobd enougipoople to win both the immiediate and ultimate

for Communists to fight in other countries in the
way they have fought and ate highting today, it is
not too much to ask Party membera and supportets
in this colintry to subscribe hnance in a big way,
even if it does mean cutting down on some af the
spending which we huve come lo feel s necessary
to our existence, but which is not sssential,

_In view of this, | think ho time is mdre appra-
%_r*:nle than now for the launching of such a fund.
Jhe situation will certainly become much mora dif-

objectives of the Patty ara the basic pr
for the success of the Fighting Fund. prerequisltes
It has come to my atténtion that in our ranks
there are men of limited vision, some who think
the targat is impossible; but happily of the com-
rades so far that have discussed this matter the
vast n}a.jurity..think it i possible not only to obtain
this minimum target but to go Farther shead, There-
tfore ;‘t should be considered orily as o miniimumh
arget.
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The Party has a fair membership throughout
N.5.W., a fair mcmbership throughout Australia.
Do ¥ou know what it would take to get £40,000
in N.5.W.? One thousand subacribers at an average
of £20 per head, 2,000 subscribers at an average
of £10 per head. Can you tell me that within the
ranks of our Party and supporters there are not
twice as many people as that who can put in twice
that amount and make it £80,000?

Do you think it is an impossible proposition.
if we look at this from an Australian point of view;
because here what applies to N.5'W. applies to the
rest of Australia, and it is the desire of the Political
Committee in presenting this report today that the
Party organisations in all the other States launch
a Fighting Fund independently and around their
own particular objectives -in the various States,
which will dovetail with this campaign to raise a
minimum of £40,300 in N.5,W, and make it a nat-
jonal drive. If throughout the length and breadth
of Australia 3,000 members were organized to
whseribe an average of £f0 per head asd 5000 sup-
porters were alse Grganised to put in an average
of £10 per head there would be 10.000 people
involved in the campaign by direct donations, This
would mean £100,000. Surely this %9 not impos-
sible. If.it proves that this is impossible, then we
must seek the doficiencies in the organisation of
the Party and not seek excuses because of the actual
situation in the country itself.

The struggle is essentially a political struggle,
hut at the same time. if only the political aspect
is dealt with, the Fund will not come in. [t is all
right to make decisions. as Comrade Stalin stressed.
to carry resolutions as a guide to action; but when
it comes to actually testing them out and getting
real action about them. organisational measures
must be taken. The Fighting Fund campaign in-
volves attention to all the practical work and detail:
to sign up pledges (promises to subscribe), to
collect the promised subscriptions, issue the neces-
sary interim receipts, forward the money subscribed
to the Central Committee, etc. — in short, to do
efficiently all those practical things that alone can
ensure the success of the appeal once members and
supporters are convinced politically of the need to
subsecribe.

Hare the idea is that a comrade will be in charge
in the centre and also a comrade will be in charge
in each of the districts. This responsibility, so far
as the districts are concerned, will be primarily
political; the responsibility for the organisational
asbect, for seeing that the detailed organisationdl
aspects of the campaign are carried on, rests in the
branches and the Central Committee, '

We have had pledges printed which briefly state
the aims of Lthe campaign.

In all branches, branch agents for the Fund
will be elecled and the branch agents will send all
pledges and moncy collected direct_tc the Party
centre. not through the districts or through the sec-
tions, but to the Party centre. The centre will
handle the whole work from one end of the coantry
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.to the other. This will mean that the diatricts will
not be burdened with o lot of routine about the
campaign at all. [t will be handled in the branches
by the branch agent and at the top by the Contral
Committee. The allocation of percentzges will be
made to the various districts by the centre and the
districts will be closely acquainted with the position
of each branch in its area from fortnight to Ffort-
night, likewise the Section Committee.

In this campaign the main thing is to place the
stress upon the individual subscriptions to the cam-
paign—how it can be done. show how it it possible
for the people on rolatively small incomes to donate
a substantial- sum over the period of the campaign
—and 1o place the issue squarely before the mem.
bership on the basia of politics, Firat of all, when
we Jaunch the campaign sign up as many Party
members as we can and immediately, while doing
that, show the need to go to the mass of the Party
supporters on a very wide basis for pledgea to the
Fuﬂd.

We don't want any narrow conceptions about
the appeal. but we must understand that in the
conditions of today it is no use appealing to the
enemies of the Party to support the aims for which
this Fund is being launched. [t is only the members
and supporters of the Communist Party who will
provide the greatcat portion of the money that is
to come in.

There has also come to my attention the fact
that certain comtades suffer from strange illusions,
that they have from time to time expressed the idea
that it is opportunist for members of the Communist
Party to subseribe to the Communist Party funds.
Comrades, | believe that such an idea is opportun-
ist, because to my knowledge of the workinga of
the Communist movement throughout the world and
here in Australia, the great bulk of the money has
always come from the membership and these who
are the supporters of the Communist Party, It can-
not come from anywhere else. How way the Party
built in the first days here in Australia? It was built
by the devoted work of comrades who were pre-
pared to make personal sacrifices, by hundreds of
comrades who were unemployed and by comrades
in industey who were dipping very deeply into their
pockets. If it was good enough for the other fel-
lows to devote all their time to it, it was good
enough for you te contribute very substantially, if
you were in a position te do so. So this idea that
it is opportunist for Party members to contribute
to the Fund must be completely scotched; such
alens, if allowed to continue, would destroy com-
bletely the very basis of achieving even the mini-
mum aim.

At the same time, do not get the idea that the
whole Fund must be financed by the Party mem-
bership.  That, tao. would be auite wrong. We
must seek to involve broader and broader masies
of warking people generally and all people sym-
pathetic to Communism who are prepared to sub-
scribe to the Party. This is not the complete answer
to the opportunist theory that | have but briefly
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discussed; the answer is to see the whole picture
of the Party membership and then, outside the mem-
berahip. wider and wider sections of Party support-
ers,

1 think, comrades, that covers the main points
| wish tn deal with in connection with the Fund
itself. as it relates to N.S.W.

In regard to the Fighting Fund from a national
point of view, as a result of discussions with the
States on the minitum targats finally decided upon
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in New South Wales, they seem to think that an
effort along the same lines could be organised in
each State. Already the minimum target for the
Fund, tentatively agreed on by the various State
and Diistrict Committees throughout Awuatralia,
amounts to £86,000. It is felt in most cases that
the target can be exceeded, and there is no toubt
in my mind that if we can get a real kick and
dl:ive into the work of raising the Fund; it
will be possible to raise £100,000 throughout Aus-
tralie .during the period, {Applause.}

'THE INTERNATIONAL SCENE

(From a report to the Central Comm

ittee meeting, 18.20 February, 1848)

R. DIXON

The upsurge of accialism in the Soviet Union,
which is in matked contrast to the developing
ecenomic erisis in the capitalist world, the sweep-
ing victories of the liheration forces in China and
the rising movement in defence of peace throughout
the world show that the general crisis of capital-
ism is deepening and thdt the forces of socialism
and progreos in the world are growing stranger
every day.

*  Spviet Russia is rapidly overcoming the devas-

tation cavsed by World War 11, The post-war

Five Year Plan is an immense success. 1948 was

the decisive year of thin Plan and in 1948, it was

planned that production in the Soviet Union would -
achieve the levels of 1940 and exceed them. The

latest figures of the Soviet Government show that

industrin]l production in 1948 was [B% more than

1940 . and 27% thore than 1947, Agricultural

production reached pre-war level,

!1_1 1948 Soviet Ruesia embarked upon a fifteen
years Plan to combat soil erosion and drought which
will improve the quality and production of the sbil,
a nch?me that is 5o vast that it completely dwarfs
unything of the nature ever attempted before in
the world. It will transform the Soviet countryside.

In the capitalist countries the workers have
come to realise that more production mesns in-
creased profits for the capitalists, that harder work
for the workers mienns lower standarde of living:
and, as the production of goods catches up and
overtakes the demand, over-production develops
so that more production under capitalism means a |
larger army of unemployed. :

How then does an increase in production affect
the standards of living of the working class in the
<ountry of Socialism?

« know that following the end of the anti-fascist
ﬁm.' all special war-time taxation in the Soviet

nion’ was abolished. In 1947 the rouble was re.
}’a{ued and its purchasing power increased, which
8 in contrast with the position in Australia and
other capitalist countries where the purchasing
Eovir’er of ll?e currency ia _continually declining
uthermote, in 1947, in the Soviet Union, rationing
was ahol:;ahnd. prices were reduced and wages were

increased. The result of all thess measures, combined
with the increased production, which made more
goods availabla, was that in [948 the real wages
of the workers and the employees in the Soviet
Union were more than duubﬁt thase of 1947,

The fact that more than thirty million workers
and employees in the Soviet Unioa had their stand-
ard of kiving raised 100% in the courss of one year
is an event of colossal importance which we must
not fail to make known to the working-class here
in Australia,

The superiority of socialist society, which can
never bu_ convulsed by economic orisis, over capi-
_tahst sociely, muat, as the é2onomic crisin develops
in the capitalist world, more and mote itapreass itself
upon the working class. Therefore, we must not fail
to papularise everywhere the vast developments in
the Soviet Union, the socislist construction, the jn-
crease in production, the rise in standards of living.
lherrneaning of Soviet demoergey and Soviet foreign
policy.

_We thiust ?ltu populariee the developmemts
laking place in' the Peaple’s Democracies. In con.
trast'with Soviet Russin, where they ars already
movitig to the higher stage of cominuniam, the
p‘eoplta democracien are going through the tran-
sition to sgcielism, which is the lows: stags of dom-
murism,  The path they must travel to socialism,
to the abolition of exploitation of man by man, is
a path of sharpening class struggle against the
remaining capitalist class in the towns and country-
side. It Is no accident, therefore, that we are.
withessing today i the people's demoeracies a
sertes of trials in which are involved represanta-
tives of the old ruling classes and capitelists, land
owners, high church leaders, boutgeois professors
and others who are doing everything in their power
to undermine and sabotage the peaple's democra-
cies. The atrest and trial of Cardinal Mindszenty
shc?wa clearly, | think, the links between the old
ruling class of Hungary and Americaa imperialism
and the Vatican. and of the joint eMorts of these
people to overthrow the People's Government of
Hungary.

Ed




