COMMITTEE FOR AID TO THE NATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT

Monday, August 28, 1967

Ricefields, buffaloes, and children; the perennial image of peace in Viet-Nam.
— A pointed absence of American G.I.’s.

Aid tothe N.L.F.-why?..the history

Towards the end of July the Monash Labor Club decided to
establish a Committee to ralse funds for the South Vietnam Mational
iberation Front. Since then the Commitiee has been subjected to a
constant barrage of aitacks from the press, parliament, etc., and we
ave not in fact started collecting for the fund. We are Issuing this
samphlet to sel out what has happened in the last few weeks, whal
he N.LF. Is, why we support it

For a long time, the Monash Labor Club, in common with other
Iniversity Labor Clubs has opposed the Vietnam war. We felt thal
he UnHed States was gullty of aggression and thal Australia should
ot join with them in landln; troops to Intervene In a civil war.
ogether with many other of the we fought hard
gainst commitment to the Vietnam war and the sending of conscripts.
-u:dm falled and the war still goes on and conscripts are siill getting
illed.

Gradually we came lo realize that it was no use sumply condemning
¢ war and demanding thal It be stopped. We were logically forced

move from denouncing the United States as an aggressor to
upporting the of agg the Viet people led by

the National Liberation Front. For a long time we have been dis-
Iributing literalure which showed that the war was not “aggression
from the North” and that the “Viel Cong” were an Indigenous
v tionalist whose main aims were
social justice, land reform and an end to foreign domination. We had
been pointing out to people that the Americans were the aggressors
who had sent half a million troops to occupy another country and who
were d in indk ks on the civillan population.
After saying this sort of thing for some time we were Ind to and
acknowledge our actual support for the National Liberation Front.
Snpliporl for the N.L.F. has been the policy of the Monash Labor Club
(and of the Australian Student Labor Federation which rep:
Labor Clubs at all Ausiralian Universities) for considerable time now
but no concrete aclion was taken fto It. The Syd
University ALP Club did establish a tund for medical ald to North
Vietnam and the N.L.F. more than a year ago. This has been largely
ignored since.

Cont. page 2



Page 2

Non-issue
to issue?

After the last election It seemed
that the Vietnam war was rapidly
becoming & non-issue. The war
was escalating and leading to|
more casualties, the public was
becoming increasingly restless,
confused, and dissatisfied with It|
but it seemed as If the peace
movement had given up the fight.
The heavy defeat in November|
and the subsequent election of
Mr. Whitlam to leadership of the
ALP served to demoralize op-|
ponents of the war. We felt that it
was vitally important to re-raise
the whole issue of our Involve-
ment in Vietnam and to raise It in
a completely new context. We felt|
that the problem was not that
most Australians actually sup-
ported the war but that they just
weren't interested and couldn't
follow the long complicated argu-
ments about Geneva conferences,
de-escalation, etc. People who
had previously settled for the
Government's simple argument
the "the Reds must be stopped
there before they get here” were
now becoming increasingly anx-
ious about the progress of the
war and we wanted fo make sure
that this anxiety could be turned
into active opposition by making
people aware of the Issues In-
volved.

Accordingly we decided that
the best way to make our oppo-
sition to the war felt was to de-
clare our full support for the
National Liberation Front and
prove that we meant it by
collecting funds for them. Thiswas
put before a series of five general
meetings of the Labor Club with
attendances of between 50 and
80 and it was finally decided on
Friday, July 21, after a total of 7
hours discussion that the Club
would sponsor an autonomous
Committee for Aid to the NLF
which would have two funds—the
main one for direct financial aid
to the NLF (the “unspecified”
fund) and a second one for
medical aid to civillans In NLF
controlled areas. We realized

ware not allowed to collect non-
medical funds on campus. For
the entire week everyone at
Monash was at least discussing
Vietnam and although the re-
actlon to our actlons was hostile
there was a noticeable shift to-
wards uupponlng our right to take
this position and d -

On Monday there was a general
meeting of the Labor Club. Our
onnonents within the club had
announced to the press that the
original resolution had only been
carried by a small section of the
club and did not have the support
of the general membership and

op
Ing the war ltsalf. Thus p-opglle

gly there were hordes of
ca-?jam?‘n and reporters walting

who were pr y unenthusi
astic about the war but did not
support an immediate withdrawal
were now saying that they com-
pletely opposed the war but did
not support the NLF. This was
now a “moderate” position! On
Thursday a meeting of 800 stu-
dents was convened by members
of the University DLP Club for the
specific purpose of condemning
the Labor Club's actions. We de-
cided to officlally boycott the
meeting because It was not a
roperly’ convened general meet-
ng of students and we were sure
wa would be beaten we wanted to
make It clear that the students
present had no more right to
speak for the University as a
whole than we did.

Students vote
to recognise
the N.L.F.

The two spokesmen for the
club and the ald sent

the ting. Signs were
rul up all over the Untvarslty ask-
ng members to restore respon-
8 ulity to the club by attending
the meeting and voting to rescind
support for the NLF. There was a
record attendance of 150 (more
than the total membership of the
antl-labor political clubs at Mon-
ash put together and more than
the number of students who
attended the last general meeting
of students called by the SRC).
After an hour's debate the meet-
ing rejected a recision motion
by 80 votes to 38 and resolved b
85 voles to 30 to reaffirm full
support for the Ald Committea,
About 15 to 20 members resigned
with the Intention of forming a
new club but we also recelved 20
to 30 new applications for mem-
bership and with 250 members we
are still the largest political org-
anization at any Australlan Urﬁ-
versity.

Since the Monash committan
was announced, a committee for
medical aid has been established
at Melpoujne University and an

a note to the meeting saying that
they would not attend because
there had been threats of violence.
But the meeting rejected the DLP
motion condemning us and In-
stead adopted a series ol resolu-
tions supported by the Labor
Club which, while dtasoclallns
the student body from our stan
completely affirmed our right to
hold any political views, opposed
any attempt the University
authorities to resrict political ac-
tivitles on campus and called on
the Students  Representative
Council to take legal action
against anyone Initlating violent
Incidents. We supported the dis-
soclation because we had never
claimed to represent the views of
students as a whole and saw no
reason why this should not be
made clear to the public, but we
were very pleased to find such an

that this was an unpopular stand
to ftake and we p d a
hostile reaction at first but

we were surprised at the speed
and violence of the counter-
attack. By Monday the 24th, the
press had got hold of the story
(we did not intend to release it
until we Had actually set up the
commitiee} and we were being
attacked by the RSL and the
Young Liberals and disowned by
the ALP Federal Leader. Thera
were some violent incidents at
Monash and the situation was
looking rather grim. However we
were also surprised by the
amount of support we recelved
and by the end of the week we
had more than $400 In the kitty
despite Instructions from the Uni-
Administration that we

Ve oy

p on of student support for
clvil liberties especially in view of
the hostile and hysterical atmos-
phere created by the press.

On Friday we uﬂlclalrlra‘}ormud
the Committes and stal mak-
Ing plans for collecting the monay
and getting it to Vietnam. By this
time the press had slackened off
its campalgn and It looked as if
the whole thing might be able to
ao ahead peacefully. In view of
the misrepresentation of our views
in press reports that we would
not care If bullets marked Monash
Unlversity were to hit an Austra-
lian conscripl the Committee de-
cided to Issue a public statement
pointing out that any money sent
to the NLF would be used for
non-military purposes only.

unsy has been
set up In Canberra. We have slso
been Informed of plans fur com-
mittees in Newcastle and at La
Trobe University and ‘or a broad
Victorian Medical Aid Commiitec.

Democratic
Rights and
Francis James

We have already recelved $700
and have distributed roneoced leaf-
lets at the Hiroshima Day March
and the Melbourne Universl
Unlon debate on Ald to the NLI
(the 700 stidents at the debate
voted 5 to 1 In favour of the
proposition “That every Australian
has the democratic right to send
ald to the Natlonal Liberation
Front"). In addition more than
$10,000 for medical and civil aid
In Nerth Vietnam and the Liber-
ated Areas of South Vietnam has
been sent via M,. Francis James
In Sydney—the Editor of the
Anglican.

After some praliminary mumb-
lings about ratbag students the
Government decided to support
Senator McManus's  urgency
motion In the Senate asking for
Government action under the
Crimes Act or other sultable legls-
lation. This was a rather em-
barrassing position for the Gov-
ernment to take as the Senate
motion really amounted to cen-
sure of the Attorney-General who
could have already initlated legal
action. It later turned out to be
Just a political stunt to allow mis-
leading propaganda about us to

be spread all ove
through the ABC |
network and under th
of parliamentary prh
long and pompoi
Government and
Joined together in
own motlon be al
Soon_ after this
that net woul

tion
much

of Irresponsible stus
was dacldrﬁ o
special leglslation.
time Henry Bolte

the Universities wo

to submit reports to
pro-NLF actlvities b
most conce

money might be
traitors. It s rumoured {
will threaten to cut off |
finances .unlass

dents Involved

from students and

Money
is Sent

That Is about the

affiliated to the NLF) d
gho form of medical
we have forwarded

the NLF mission I
this stage we are

considerable amount

M erore seting out GUrY
efore ,

the nature olnnihl NLF

wrong for us to
enemy agalnst whom
troops are fighting.
We disagred with th
we would say that It Is
because Australla Is
the war mtﬂ:.
those op our
to make thelr stand
by aiding the victims
slon. The ald we aré
be used for non-military p

It is 'r 1
ment which Is sendl

to dle in Vigtnam and |
Government which can
back. Conscripts and of
are being killed and
to be killed In Vi
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What the University Study
Group says about The

'NATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT

Viet Cong and the Villages

Composition
The Front, primarlly & South
Vietnamess Natlonalist move-

‘ment, with a strong Communist
reprasentation, comprises a wide
diversity of factions which In-
clude the minority peoples of thé
mountains, the Khmer Cambo-
dian minority, some elements of
the Ceo Dal and Hoa Hao and
Binh Xuyen sects and trade
unlons.

As a result of political persecu-

tion, prominent members of
Dlem's non-Gommunist political
. st pro-

fesslonal workers and anti-French
Buddhists had left the cities to
Jjoin the rebels in the jungle areas
near the Cambodian border. The
leader of the N.L.F., Nguyen Huu
Tho, was formerly a non-Com-
munist Saigon lawyer. In 1958
Diem's reprisals against furqyer

o e ot lled Tho

to form a group known as the
Salgon-Cholon Peace Committee
fo supervise the correct Imple-
mentation of the Geneva Accords.
He was immediately gaoled. In
1960 he was freed by the Viet
Cong, |oined the Front and was
elected as President.

The General Secretary of the
Front Is & Communist journalist
and former Professor of History,
Nguyen Van Hieu. The Central
Committee Includes representa-
tives of the Buddhists, the
Catholics, the tribes people, pro-
fessional people and other non-
Communists.

The N.L.F. Is primarily a politi-
cal organisation which gaing
territorial control by political
rather than military methods.
N.L.F. cadres approach a village,
explain their aims, Identify them-
selves with the problems of the
people and provide basic social
services. In most instances they
are well received by people living
under govermment control. The
Saigon government seeks to im-
pose its authority forcibly, and
by thesa tactice antagonizes the
villagers and causes them fio
support the N.F.L. The “libera-
tion"of a village by the N.L.F.
means the residents are free to
elect thelr own leaders; land is
redistributed to the peasanis; the
taxas that they pav to the N.L.F.
are less onerous than those they
were required to pay to Saigon.
The N.LF. fully understands the
importance of a strict moral code
in Its dealings with the peasants,
whereas government officlals are
often cruel and tyrannical.

The Viet Cong are often re-
ferred to In our newspapers, and
by government spokesmen, as
“terrorists”. The term has no
precise meaning, and Is always
used by entrenched power groups
to disparage the opposition. In
“Aggression from the North"”, for
example, Appendix | lists acts of
“ferrorlsm", but does not say
what they are, though they pre-
sumably are different from "“At-
tacks” or “‘Sabotage"”, which are
listed separately. At other times,
phrases such as “acts of terror-
|sm” are used to denote almost
any Viet Cong actlvirg. According
to the wrliter of this booklet, “By
1058 the use of terror by the Viet
Cong Increased appreciably. It
was used both to win prestige and
to back up demands for support
from the people. . . ."”

This alleged increase in terror-
ism is used to explain why the
Viet Cong can move freely among
the peasants, Is well supplied
with intelligence reports, and can
obtain food, shelter, and recruits.

It is flatly in coniradiction with
all first-hand accounts of the
relationships between the Viet
Cong and the people. It is flatly
In ‘contradiction with the ex-
pressed policy of the N.L.F. It Is
flatly in confradiction with the
Maoist theory of revolutionary
warfare. We conclude that as a
general statement of the situation
it Is simply not true.

As one authority on revolution-

ary warfare has written:
“The government is systematic-
ally eliminated from the country-
side by the conversion or killing
of village officials, who are then
replaced by the_political arm of
the movement. The rebels must
then build an administrative struc-
ture to collect taxes and provide
some education and social wel-
fare. . . . The official American
view that the guerrillas’ tasks are
easler because they only destroy
contradicts the findings of those
who have studied and observed
these movements."

This whole article disposes of
many of the official fallacies
about the nature of guerrilla war-
fare.

A vivid case history of the way
in which the Diem government
lost control of the villages is
glven by Denis Warner in Ghap-
ter 8 of “The Last Confucian™.
The account is based largely on
documents found on Viet Cong

cadres captured while operating

o

|
" o |
L T e MR

in small schools, children like these m’'Nog kids
learn their ABC's; written scripts for the tribal
peoples have been invented by the NFL.

In the area. This account warrants
some detalled treatment, for It
counters the arguments that the
Viet Cong rule only by terror. The
explanation given by Warner Is
much more credible:

“To begin with, XB was not a
Communist village, or even a
village that sympathized with the
Communists. On the contrary . . .
it seems that the Diem admini-
stration had done good work
there, bringing  governmental
authority in the form of an ad-
ministrative office, a security sec-
tion, and a post of militia-men."

Note that the “good work” was
predominantly military and ad-
ministrative—hardly likely by it-
self to win much support.

In contrast, the Viet Cong
cadres siressed the di

marked men. Indeed, often the
village headman had a semi-
military position, and was pro-
tected by a squad of soldiers.
The killing of soldiers Is not called
“terrorism' when our side does It.

Similarly, the kidnappings
which figure prominently in the
U.S. statistics of terrorism were
not usually done for any purpose
except the Indoctrination of the
prisoner in the alms and philo-
sophy of the N.LF. It is really
ludicrous that the White Paper
Includes “Forced Propaganda
Sessions” among its statistics of
terrorism! Many of the men kid-
napped were later returned un-
harmed, and would, naturally,
claim that they have been forcibly
abducted.

problems of the peasants—their
desire for land, lower taxes,
schools, and self-government.
“The party also began to attend
to public health, sanitation, edu-
cation and even the marketing of
farmers' produce. It opened a
first-aid station which was run by
a public health cadre, who also
visited the sick, and trained and
apoointed a midwife.”

1t Is small wonder that by the
end of 1960 the Viet Cong had
won such a measure of support
that the village held a festival to
celebrate its Joining of the
National Liberation Front.

So successful, indeed, were the
Vist Cong In producing an alter-
native administration to that of
Saigon that a French corres-
poggent of “Le Monde" wrote in
1965:

965:

“The people have this picture
to look at. On one side there Is
real government, law and order,
and responsible people. On the
other side, chaos, anarchy and
disorder. The people chose those
who had won the contesl.”

The real government, with law,
and order, and responsible
people, was the Viet Cong.

Once a state of civil war
existed, those who occupied ad-
ministrative or authoritative posi-
tions in the government must
surely have known that they were

Programme

The N.LF. Manifesto pro-
claimed in 1860, has the following
abjectives:

(a) To rid the country of the
U.S.~controlled military dictator-
ship and the U.S. military pre-

sence.

{b) To “institute a largely
liberal and democratic govern-
ment incorporating the essential
democratic freedoms of press, of
opinion, of asoclation, of move-
ment, of trade unionism' and of
raligious worship.

(c) Torelease all political
prisoners, to wipe out illiteracy
and to pursue a policy of peace
and neutrality.

(d) “To reduce land rent; im-
plement agrarian reform with the
aim of providing land to the
tillers,” guaranteeing the proper-
ty rights to farmers.

(e) To resume normal relations
betwsen the zones of North and
South and, through a process of
negotiation, bring about their
reunification by peaceful stages.

Although this programme con-
tains striking differences from the
1960 constitution of the D.AV.N.,
It Is not dissimilar to the D.R.V.N.'s
1845 constitution. The most Im-
portant difference is the N.L.F.
preference for peasant proprietor-
ship of land; the Northern system
requires state ownership of land.

Cont. page 4.
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HITLER, September 1, 1939:
4| love peace . . . | can no
longer find any willingness of
the Palish government to con-
duct serious negotiations.”

Lyndon Jonhson, September 21,
1966:

‘'We love peace . . . unless

the aggressor is willing to give

up his aggression and sit down

and talk we have no choice.”

We do not call for negotiations.
What we call for is withdrawal.

For some few years the NLF
and North Vietnam thought the
war would be ended by negotia-
tions, and had put out "peace
feelers" sevaral times in 1963 and
1964, but these were ignored by
the Americans. In fact, every
time there were peace moves the
Americans increased - their war
effort.

The MLF has clearly stated its
conditions for peace. Prior to

Negotiation is
NO answer

The U.S. response to this was
that one cannot negotiate with
“‘eriminals”.

And this is Johnson's attitude
to the body that has an over-
whelming weight of evidence to
show that it represents the wishes
of the majority of the people of
South Vietnam. il

Most observers on Vietnam
urge that settlement should be
based on the principles of the
Geneva Agreements. Because
they have been so often misrep-
resented, here they are:

1. Cessation of hostilities and

di t of military

1962 the Front wanted
on a return to the Geneva Agree-
ments. But in 1962, it made a
not insignificant concession, and
suggested that South Vietnam
could be neutralised under inter-
national guarantees, with a com-
posite government representing
all political groups. The question
of re-unification with North Viet-
nam could be studied later.

forces.

Vietnam is one country, and
political arrangements must
be made for its re-unifica-

4

tion.

Pending the re-unification,
the respective  military
zones shall not build up
their armaments nor form
military alliances.

The one thing that stops settle-
ment on these principles is the
size fo the U.S. military machine
in Vietnam.

Calls flor 'negotiations are
meaningless as long as the
foreign troops are there and as
long as Johnson intends them
to remain there. When he decides
to withdraw them, then talk of
negotiation becomes meaningful,
and only then.

In the meantime what Bertrand
Russell says is of singular rele-
vance . . .

Bertrand Russell

provided for fair
intervention on the
powers and even
through mutual
namese agreed
into North and So
Shortly afterwa
stated that anyone
thing about Viets
knew that Ho Chi
ceive at least four
in a fair election.
were obstructed
States sel up a regi
under the econtrol
officers posing as
selected former poli
French occupation
hated and despised by
tion. Ngo Dinh Diel
Catholic  landowner
North, was installed
elections agreed upo
tiated settlements of 195
eva were never held.
and troops began to
South Vietnam in what
known as Ameriea’

million people were
forced-labour camps

Many in the peace movement
think the Vietnamese unwise or un-
reasonably stubborn for refusing to
negotiate with the United States.
The prolongation of the war is
made the responsibiiity of the Viet-
namese on the ground that Ameri-

can forces can not be defeated and,

by barbed-wire, toriure
tion. 0
It should be abi
that the very presel
“United States” troops i
is the grossest violati
fully negotiated agreel
the Vietnamese now |
years of torment o nej

therefore, only negotiations pr

The N.L.F. cont

The other important difference is
the accent on democratic free-
doms. However, some assert that
the broadly representative nature
of the N.L.F. is only transitory,
that in ‘accordance with the clas-
sic pattern of Maoist revolutionary
warfare there must first be a
broadly based “middle-class
democratic revolution”. The suc-
cessful completion of this revolu-
tion will be followed by a ““Com-
munist takeover' of the leader-
ship, with the associated losses
of civil rights and political free-
doms.

On the other hand, it has been
argued, by Walter Lippman and
others, that the Communists
dominated most of the resistance
movements in Europe during
World War 1l and that whilst, for
example, in Yugoslavia this dom-
ination resulted in a Communist
government, in France it did not.

An interview with an N.L.F.
spokesman in 1963 gives a pic-
ture of its position:

“There is no question of instal-
ling a people’s democracy in the
South, at least as you understand
the term. There will be no nation-
alisation for the present. We shall
be able to sonsider coolly the
case of important foreign enter-
prises, especially French enter-
prises, which play such a large
part in the South Vietnamese

. from page 3.

“In the political field we ask
only for the end of dictatarship,
free and fair elections in which
the country's political organisa-
tions and social categories will
take part, the progressive with-
drawal of U.S. troops, and co-
operating on equal terms with all
countries wishing to help us. Our.
foreign policy will be based on
neutrality and refusal to join'
mititary blocs . ..
“In the long run we prefer to
settle our affairs between our-
selves—that is, between South-
emers. Certainly, aid from the
North would be useful, but it is
not our first preoccupation and
will not be the decisive element
in the struggle. Besides, the dis-
tance and the lack of logistic infra
structure mean that it will never
be important. We have not
struggled for years, in the worst
conditions, to replace one dic-
tatorship with another, We canna!
accept dependence on the North
Certainly we hope that the coun-
try will be reunited one day. But
that will be possible only in the
listant future, for, to start with,
the two regimes will be different.”
From **Vietnam And
Australia’’.
Published by the Univer-
sity Study Group on
Vietnam. University

economy . . .

Study Group.

a solution. It is usually added that
the ‘“real interests” of the Viet-
namese lie in accepting U.S. de-
mands for talks.

Superficially, this argument may
seem compelling to a peace mave-
ment for whom words such as
“cease-fire”, ‘compromise”, “nego-
tiations” and “peaceful settlement”
have a familiar ring. When ex-
amined however, the argument
disintegrates,

...To demand of the Vietnamese
that they negotiate with the United
States is 1o treat equally the victim
and the attacker. This can be clear-
ly seen if we ask ourselves whether
such a demand to the Poles or
Norwegians would have seemed
just after the Nazi attack on their
countries.

... Quite apart from this basic issue:
the . right 1o self-determination,
there is the history of the par-
ticular struggle in Vietnam. Nego-
tiations already took place — in
1954. The Vietnamese had de-
feated | French colonialism afrer
nine years of bitter struggle during
which 80 per cent of the French
colonial war was financed by the
United States. Because of their be-

lief that the Geneva Agreements

the violat c

them. . ..

Words can be mis
peace movement th
vacacy of negoliations
has harmed rthe cause
to promote. We must
Vietnamese who
value which the peace
has espoused abstraetly,
the war in Vietnam will
our capacity to speak ar
Iy, alerting people to its
motive force. When
Britain and America ap
son effectively, rhen a
will the war end.

It is clear that the
negotiations has been
in response to Unel
needs. He cannot win
the south so he e
to the north. He ca i
north into surrender so
to trickery seeking to
his domination of the
claiming that the war
nable and both sides
concessions—he will |
pause in bombing
namese will concede
gfeignty. independance
om.

480,000 tons of bombs and bullets expended in
637,000 tons of bombs plus 500,000 tons of b s
(U.S. News and World Report, Jan, 2, 1967) This

than twice the total used in

Korean War, given as 448,000 tons. (Herald T

10/10/66)

American

the entire three
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This war will end In victol
The idea that war is '‘m'l\\\rinnal:ﬂ?:E
—meaning unwinnable for both
sides—is a euphemistic way of
saying it Is unwinnable for the
U.S.—or that the U.S. is, in fact,
in the process of losing. As Presi-
dent Ngyen Huu Tho of the NLF
says—"Final victory" is not con-
ceived as wipin% out all Ameri-
cans on South Vietnamese sail,
still less, imposing a total mili-
tary defeat on the U.S. It means
that the NLF leadership is confi-
dent that it can smash eve
offensive the U.S. and its satellite
forces mount, that it can defeat
every military and political man-
oeuvre, that it can impose heavy

Ty | the

losses on enemy troops on a
sharply rising scale, that it can
continue 1o defend and enlarge
the territory and population under
Its control; that in the end the
U.S. will see that there is no
alternative but to pack up and
go home. And isn't this essentially
what is now being reported—that
the “turning point” of a few
months ago was never there?

In this conglomeration of myth-
ical, much-talked-of turning points
and in the vacuum of govern-
ment ftalk on military realities,
truth = about negotiations
should be exposed by open and
widespread support for the Viet-
namese people and their National
Front for Liberation.

U.S. Soldiers
in Vietnam

Cheer Sen.
Fulbright for
his opposition
War Activities.

Dear Senator Fulbright,

Don't let Gen. Westmoreland
and President Johnson erode
your will to dissent with the argu-
ment that all the soldiers “over
there”" staunchly support the war.

They don'i. Most of them are apa-
thetic and | am by no means the
only one who is vehemently op-
posed to it.

Gen. Ky's government has vir-

Abridged from Letters put into
the Congression Record of
16/6/1967.

tually no popular support; most
of his top aldes sport French
jecorations on their uniforms.
The Vietnamese -people identify
us with the hated French imper-
alists because we support the
Ky regime. By occupying and
devastating Vietnam we have
gained few friends.

The President must know the
VC are a largely indigenous
group who have had legitimate
gripes against the many “miracle-
working” governments of South
Vietnam and that in -our bomb-
ngs of North Vietnam we' have
committed outrages for which we
once condemned the Nazis. With
admiration.

Americans — the terrorists

Dear Senator Fulbright: 1
went to Vietnam a hard-charging
Marine 2d Lt, sure | had an-
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swered the plea of a victimized
people. That belief lasted about
two weeks. Instead of fighting
Communist aggressors | found
that 90% of the time our military
actions were directed against the
people of South Vietnam. We are
engaged in a war in Vietnam to
pound a people into submission
to a government that has little or
no popular support.

Much has been written about
the terror tactics used by the Viet
Cong. The real terrorists in Viet-
nam are the Americans and their
allies. | don’t deny that some of
the accusations against the VC
are true but from my own exper-
jence the ferror and havoc that
we spread makes the VG look
like a Girl Scout picnic.

Can you image what an iso-
lated village looks like after it
Has been hit by over 500 750-
pound bombs in a matter of sec-
onds? Women, children, old men,
cattle and every living thing is
struck down without ever know-
ing from where their destruction
originated. This particular village
ceased to exist because it was
in a VC dominated area. Intelli-
gence reporls sald it might have
been used as a North Vietnamese
regiment headquarlers. We never

sl
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MEDICAL SUPPLIES FOR VIETNAM :

THE Medical Air Committee for Vietnam was set up in 1965,
'."“der the presidency of Lord Boyd Orr, to send medical supplies
in response to requests made by the National Liberation Front.
ited Cross 4o South Vietnam and the Ked Cruss Socicty of
WNorth Vietnam. Supplies already sent have ranged from drugs,
surgical instruments, and dried milk to large items, such as a

Blood is collected at donor

Street, London W.C.1.

it is the custom in VC controlled
areas all the dead were listed as
VC killed in action.

| wanted to tell you that there
are many, many of us in the mili-
tary who oppose this war and
appreciate your efforts to bring
out the truth and get this thing
stopped. We are not very vocal
because it is all right for a mili-
tary man to speak out in suppert
of the war but to speak out in
opposition would subject us to
very serious repercussions. All
three of my friends who went to
Vietnam with me came away
sharing my feelings.
At one time | thought | would
make the military my career. But
| could not live with myself if |
stayed in the service of my own
free will and was sent to Vietnam
again to brutalize these paor
people.

sesgions organised by the committee and plasma is also dis-
patched. The Minister of Health has told the committee that
hosp tal-supplies officers may wish from timeg to time to dispose
of surplus equipment, and the committee would welcome
descriptions of surplus stock and élso offers of help from
doctors. Communications should be sent to Dr. Joan K.
McMichael, hon. secretary of the committee, 29 Great James

Monday, while at the province
chief's house the large party en-
oyed good food and loud music,
in the next valley over the ridge
the 500-pounders fell steadily.
The villagers get a different sort
of music—B.52 style. | wondered
then if we can ever put these
people back together as fast as
we are blowing them apart.

In the past few months as an
advisor to the VN Coastal Force,
| have seen loo often the real
casualties of this confilct—the
farmers and their families in the
Delta mangled by air strikes, and
the villagers here killed and
burned out by our friendly Korean
mercenaries. Of course, | do my
share in the lunatic ward. | have
even been reprimanded for over-
enthusiastic pursuit of VC. Part
of it is just compensation—it ls
Jl-efreshing. after seeing so many

The people — the real
casualties

Dear Senator Fulbright: | have
been meaning to write this letter
to you for a long while. This even=
ing the pressures are too great
to be ignored. Last evening
listened to a VOA (Voice of
America) broadcast on “Vietnam
War Dissent in the U.S." The
essential theme was that those
who protest the war were either
Communists or cranks. And
coupled with this was a sly re-
minder that we have our share of
lunatics who wish a wider war,
and that they also dissent from
present policy. Not one word
about responsible, reasoned ob-
jections—we couldn't admit that.

Following the VOA broadcast
| turned fo Radio Peking. The
usual inanities about the “glorious
thought of Chairman Mao"
sounded somehow different—be-
cause | realized how close the
two distortions were, in their
joint disregard of truth while pur-
suing doctrine. | am horrified that
my government Is unable to admit
any possibility of “‘error”.

But this Is really a small point.

on Front.

found any dead soldiers but as

This evening it is fairly quiet but

1t people suffer, to meet
real, live hostile forces capable
of striking back.

This evening they showed the
FK documentary film here in the
MACV (Military Assistance Com-
mand vietnam) compound. |
could not help but feel a great
sense of loss as | listened to the
richly rolling phrases—whatever
has become of our dream? Where
is that America that opposed
tyrannies at every turn, without
enquiring first whether some par-
ticular form of tyranny might be
of use to us?

I wish | had more answers. But
the obligation to oppose evil is
pretty absolute—it doesn't nec-
essarily depend on having an
exact blueprint for entering the
P'r::limlsed La?d. As youl :!I';
ably aware, | am poss
Ing 17,000 directives in_ writing
you. But it is not possibla to keep
silent, as you so amply demon-
strate. You remind me of Kent,
in “Lear", who in the face of dire
threats from King led,
“Whilst my tongue can give vent
to clamour, I'll tell thee gaou dost
avil.” | pray that you fare better
than Kent. And as a ce com-
edian less than ha
pleads: " want my country

Good night, sir.
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We have Included below extracts from speeches given in 1965 by Nguyen Huu Tho, President of the
South Vietnam National Front for Liberation.

You are entitled, of course, as are we, to treat some of what
the phraseology Is rather hard to a
of Churchil's World War Two speec!

“the other side” has to say,

Nguyen Huu Tho did not him-
selfl participate in the anti-French
war. He was a lawyer In Saigon,
son of a civil servant in the
French Colonial administration
and was far from being branded
a leftist. However he made the
“mistake” of leading a group of
Saigon Intellectuals in thelr pro-
test against the arrival of three
American warships in Saigon in
1950. The ships arrival was meant
as an expression of solidarity
with the French in their war
effort. They did not stay long but
Tho was Imprisoned for his pro-
testations for some two Yyears
until Viet Minh forces freed him.

When the Geneva Agreements
were signed he resumed his law
practice in Saigon.

RIFLE FIRE

But just 12 days after the
ceasefire agreements were sign-
ed in July 1954 there were mas-
sive celebrations in Saigon.
Coupled with the celebrations
were resolutions passed at the
celebration demonstrations ask-
Ing for iImmediate release of poli-
tical and military prisoners, as
provided for in the agreements.
As Tho says, “The reply (from
the authorities) came in a volley
of rifle fire. Several people were
wounded and a pregnant woman
was shot through the stomach.
That this, the first demonstration
in peace and freedom, as we
thought, should be brutally sup-
pressed, acted as a cold douche
on the most ardent spirits. The
same day we set up a Commitiee
of Defense of Peace and the
Geneva Agreements, and | was
elected president. The Committee
almed at acling as a sort of
watchdog o see the Agreements
were strictly applied and to bring
to the notice of the International
Control Commission (comprised
of India as chairman, Poland and
Canada) any violations of the
Agreements. Within a couple of
months we started getting dele-
gations from the provinces beg-
ging us to set up similar commit-
tees all over the countryside. We
started organising them when, on
August the 11th, 1854, four

months after the signing of the
Geneva Agreements, the police
suddenly swooped down, dissolv-
ed our commitiees and arrested a
number of leading members, in-
cluding myself. We had no idea
at that time, but in forming the
various branches we had created
the embryo of the Mational Front
for Liberation set up more than

Liberation readin,

founding of the NLF

So the repression, the terror
campaigns, and the reactionary
policies began to be felt all over
the countryside. Resistance fto
Diem's repression became overt
after 1957. The sporadic resist-
ance finally came under central
leadership with the formation of
the NLF in December, 1960.

On the occasion ol the 5th
founding anniversary ofl the NLF

Lowyer NGUYEN HUUTHO, Chairman of the P
Central Committes of the South Vielnam MNational Fi
the NLF Manifesto at the Congre:

national rights, namely indepen-
dence, unity, sovereignty and ter-
ritorial Integrity.

“But the U.S. imperialists and
their henchmen have scrapped
the Geneva Agreements, carried
out downright suppression and
drowned in blood and fire all the
patriotic forces of the South
Vietnamese people fighting for
Indepan:ienca. democracy and

i s

Nguyen Huu Tho p the
ralson deire of the NLF, its his-
fory (in brief) and something of
its nature. and its military suc-
cesses.

GREETINGS

“Celebrating the 5th founding
anniversary of the NLF, the en-
tire South Vietnamese people and
the National Front for Liberation
wish to convey heartfelt and
warm greetings to their brothers
and friends In all continents. We
sincerely thank the socialist
countries, the peoples in Asia,
Africa and Latin America, the
progressive people in the United
States and other countries, for
their sympathy and great inter-
national support and assistance

accorded to our self-liberation
slru}ggle.
“Following the victorious Aug-

ust Revolution in 1845 and the
success of the 9-year War of Re-
sistance aganst the French col-
onlalists and the American In-
terventionists, the people in the
South should have enjoyed to-
gether with their compatriots
throughout the country a life In

six years later.”

peace and achieve their basic

P A of the Fa-
therland.

“Left with no other alternative,
the South Vietnamese people had
to rise up to struggle for their
own right to live, thelr own hap-
piness and freedom. During the
years of hard and fierce political
struggle against the enemy, our
compatriots with thelr bare hands
opposed the extremely barbarous
violence of the U.S. imperialists
and their henchmen and realised
more and more deeply that to
defeat the enemy and win back
Independence and freedom the
only way s to wage a revolution-
ary struggle, using the violence
of the people to oppose the
counter-revolutionary violence of
the enemy.

“That Is why in the last months
of 1859 when the policy of re-
pression and terrorism of the u.s.
imperialists and their flunkeys
became extremely predatory . . .
our people's hatred mounted to
an unprecedented level. Millions
of our compatriots rose up to
wage political struggle along with
armed struggle. The enemy con-
trol was broken by big chunks,
the puppet administration mach-
ine at village and hamlet level
crumbted in many localities, and
many vast areas were liberated.

is quoted with due scepticism. Some of
dapt to, as is at times the over-riding sentiments. But so also are those
hes, If read now. Nevertheless we think it is important to hear what

*“In order to mest the pressing
people’s self-liberation struggle,
requirements of
the South Vietnam National Front
for Liberation came Into being on
December 20, 1860, with the alm
of uniting the people of all strata,
nationalities, religious communi=
ties and political parties and all
patriotic ~ personalities In_ the
struggle to drive out the U.S, ag-
gressors from the country and
overthrow the puppet administra-
tion — thelr lackeys — wrest
back thelr sacred national rights,
achieve independence, democ-
racy, peace and neutrality in
South Vietnam with a view to re-
uniting the Fatherland.

“Since then, the Front has be-
come a focal point to unite all
patriotic forces In South Vietnam,
the organizer and leader of all
successors of our Southern com-
patriots In thelr fights against
U.S. Imperialism for national sal-
vation. Since then, too, the vie-
tory of our people has become
bigger and bigger with evel
passing year and the defeat
the U.S. imperialists and thelr
henchmen, heavier and heavier.

“Looking back at the path
travelled by us in the past five
years, the five years of unity and
persistent and dauntless strug-
gle crowned with glorious wvie=
tories, our entire people
armed forces feel boundless pride
over these victories recorded In
our antiU.S. cause for national
salvation.

SUCCESSES

The great successes we have
won are:

1. The front of great unity
against U.S. aggression and for
national salvation of the entire
South Vietnamese people is now
steadier and broader than ever.
The front has rallied under its
banner of patriotism and justice
more than ten million people of
all walks of life, of all l?.l;
circles, nationalities, religious.
communities, workers, peasants,
labouring urban people, retall-
dealers, handicraftsmen, youth,
pupils, students, [ntellectuals,
women, old people, Industrialists
and tradesmen, patriptic persan-
alities, minority nationals In the
Western Plateaux, Khmer na-
tionals, Catholics, Protestanis,
Cao Dai and Hoa Hao bellevers.
Hundreds of thousands of aver-
seas Vietnamese, though living
far from the Fatherland, have
been turning their thought fto-
ward the Front, to its banner of
justice and national salvation.

Cont. page 7

the entire °
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Cont. from page 6

Chinese residents in South Viet-
name have also joined the anti-
U.S. struggle. The Front has
moreover co-ordinated Its activi-
ties with organisations and Indi-
viduals of ditferent political ten-
dencles. It has now become
master of the situation, the sole
genuine representative of the
South Vietnam people and has
galned an ever greater prestige
and influence in the world The
strength of the South Vietnam
people’s fighting in solidarity
within the Front in an Invincibie
strenath In their fight for self
liberation.

2. The large liberated area un-
der the control of the Front
stretching from the Ben Hai river
bank to the vast Western Plat-
eaux and the rich delta region of
Nam Bo (South Vietnam proper)
is covering more than four-fitths
ol South Vietnam's territory.

The ten miliion people in the
areas are boosting production,
impruvinq Ilvlng! conditions,
bullding fighting villages of ham-
lets, developing the guerilla war-
fare, developing culture, educa-
fion, public health, and making
active contribution In manpower
and material resources to the

ional salvation ce war.
There remain vast political, ma-
terial and moral potentials of the
South Vietnam revolution In the
liberated zone. That is the rich
and steady rear of the anti-U.S.
struggle for national salvation.

3. The liberation armed forces
of the South Vietnam people are
stronger than any time in the
past. They are endowed with a
very high destermination to fight
and to win, have made qu?ck
progress In politics, tactics, tach-
nique, organisation and com-
mand.

4. Our brothers and friends all
over the world now are more
numerous than ever before. They

are supporting the South Vietnam
anple mare powerfully than ever,

oth morally and materially, in-
cluding the offer to send volun-
teers when

1 out this dpolicy of war inten-itica-
tion and expansion. The U.S.
imperialists are also escalating
their alr war of destruction

. Many
countries and Importnn‘ interna-
tional organisations have recog-
nised the Front as the sole and
genulne representative of the

outh Vietnam people . . . the
Front's volce . . . has been heard
at naarlr all the rostrums of Im-
portant Inf
from Hanol to Phnom Penh, Dja-
karta, Calro, Accra, Helsinki, ete.

“At present, the U.S. imperial-
Ists ara on the ane hand, prattlin
about ‘peace’ and ‘negotlations’,
and on the other, taking their
aggressive war in South Viet-
nam to an unprecedented degree
by massively Introducing addi-
tional U.S. troops and huge quan-
titles of modern weapons and
other war means Into this area.
The huge war machine of the
U.S. is being mobilised to a high
degree with the aim of carrying

ternational conferences,| of

inst the Northern part of our
attemting thereby to
threaten our people In both
zones. They have not only In-
tensified and expanded thelr war
in our country but also fanned
up the flame of war In Laos, re-
peatedly sabotaged the Kingdom

Cambodia, thus threatenin
the independence, neutrality I.hg
territorial Integrity of our two
nelghbouring and friendly coun-
tries.

“The above sald schemes and
acts have clearly proved that the
U.S. imperlalists have not yet re-
nounced thelr bellicose and ag-
gressive policy and are debller-
ately sticking to South Vietnam
In an attempt to turn half our
couniry into a new-type colony
and milltary base of the United
States and force the yoke of neo-
coloniallsm on our people.”

csuntry

Aid to the
N.L.F.—why
history, etec.

cont. from

plans the peace movement was
belng taken In by such slogans as
“Stop the War, Negotiate” which
reflect President Johnson's posi-

‘tion and engaging entirely in such

activities as peaceful poster par-
ades which cause the Government
no inconvenience. The movement
was beginning to fold in on [tself
with a whole community of ‘viet-
niks' and ‘peaceniks’ solemnly
telling each other about the wir-
tues of a peaceful solution to the
war. We felt that it was vital to
make people turn away from hald-
Ing demonstrations 1o convince

pages 1 & 2.

the Australlan Government has
forced them to go there and fight
an aggressive war—not because
of our aid to the NLF. The
slaughter on both sldes will end
only when the war ends and our
troope are brought home.

We opposed the launching of this
dirty war right from the start and
our only desire Is to see it brought
to an end but It Is now clear that
this can only by achieved by the
total withdrawal of all Western
troops

It |s the Government whc are
traitors for sacrificing Australian
lives In defence of American in-
terests.

2. Some people say that they
agree completely with our views
but that by raising them In public
at this time we can only harm
\he broader anti-war mavement,
embarrass the ALP and provide
ammunition for the DLP.

We disagred with this because
we belleve that It Is extremely
Important to revitalize the anti-
war movement on a new basis.
The movement was gradually be-
coming assimilated by Its envir-
onment. Instead of actively op-
posing American aggression and
belng a source of concern to the

government by frustrating Its war

each other about how bad the
war is and towards effective ac-
tion to end It

We think the movement should
reject phoney 'peaceful solutions’
and lay the blame for the war
squarely where it belongs — on
the Americans and look for a
solution where it can be found —
complete withdrawal of fhe Ame-
ricans and their allles. Our stand
has certainly achieved its main
purpose — to re-awaken public
Interest in Vietnam and it has also
succeeded In bringing home cer-
tain points which could not be
made it any other way. People
are having to find out who the
enemy Is and what the NLF-Viet
Cong business is all about. They
are learning that our enemy Is
not the 'Viet Cong’ — an anony-
mous group of terrorists probably
originating from north Vietnam or
China but the National Liberation
Front — the effective government
in most of southern Vietnam with
diplomatic representatives over-
seas.

The mere fact that any group
of Australian cltizens would ac-
tually ald the enemy Is causing
doubts about the war In the
minds of many people — it has
never happened before and
people are wondering why it is
happening now. It Is really rather
strange that people who oppose
the NLF and support the war

came out In suppart of our'demo-
cratic right*to ald theenemy® It
all helps to weaken the Govern-
ment's position. We have certain-
ly not harmed the broader move-
ment by our stand. On the con-
trary, positions that were pre-
viously regarded as extreme have
now become moderate and re-
spectable as a result of our ac-
tion. This was particularly notice-
able at Monash where the Labor
Club had previously been unable
to get the SRC to declare Itself
against the war but a meeting of
800 students called specifically
to condemn us carrled a resolu-
tion opposing the war and call-
ing on the Australlan Government
to recognize the NLF as a party
principal to negotiations. In this
connection we should parhaps
mention that our stand In favour
of non-medical aid has made
medical aid seem respectable by
comparisan when previously
medical ald would have been re-
garded as equally treasonable.
if we have embarrassed the
Labor Pal it I1s because we
have forc that party to once
again take a definite stand on
the war and on civil liberties. It
has certalnly been made quite
clear that we are In no way con-
nected with the party’ and we
have done nothing to Indicate
that there might be any such con-
nection. In the long run, the pre-
sent controversy can only do the
ALP, the Labor Movement, and
the peace movement, goed. It has
notidone any noticeable damage
so far.

Get your organiza-
uon to carry resolutions of sup-
port or, If rou prefer, of support
for medical ald only or support
for our democratic rights only.
Arrange for distribution of this
pamphlet and other available ma-
terlal.

Whether you agree with us or
nat, make full use of the oppor-
tunities for political discussion

§

el
provided by the controversy over
whether we have the right to
send aid.

Editor's note: -

In anticipating critic=
ism to the effect that

this  publication is
‘very one-sided’, we
admit  quite openly
that it is. |In the

Australian political con-
text it is also ‘extre-
mist’.

The war is seen (and
we believe correctly)
in this publication as a
matter of right and
wrong with the NLF
being in the right, and
guess who's wrong?
For this analysis we
make no apology. Like
Mr Amoni (see page 8)
we have lost patience
with the cold excursions
into academia; for much
the same reasons. What
we are saying is that it
is now more than clear
that we in Australia
have a government that
has detailed its troops
to fight on the wrong
side in South Vietnam.
It's a painful thing to
admit but its about time
vie did, The least we
can do in the meantime
is work for the with-
drawal of these troops
and introduce  the
previously 2nonymous
‘*ather side*’.
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Attitudes

fo
Government
Action

and he will have 1o call up more
and more conscripts. He knows
that the 'war is getting more ex-
pensive jand will lead to higher
taxes and wage restrictions which
will in turn cause industrial un-
rest and strike action~ He wants
to divert the rising tide of anli-|
government feeling by using us|
as a scape-goat. If he gets away
with legislation against support-|
ers of the NLF he will then be
ready to invoke the Crimes Act

The Government says that we
are traitors, that we are aiding
the enemies of our country and
that it is necessary to bring
down special legisiation lo stop

us.

We say that the Government
are traitors, that they are selling
young Australian lives for Ameri-
can dollars and thal it is neces-
sary to oppose their legislation
if we do not want to become ac-
complices of the sell-out.

If Australia was at war, there
would be no problem—our ac-
tions would legally be treason-
able and we could simply be
locked up without anyone worry-
ing very much. But Australia does
not declare war against
North Vietnam or the NLF be-
cause America has not done so.
Australia could not declare war
because this would provide Am-
erican critics of the Administra-
tion in Congress with further am-
munition to embarrass Johnson.
I the United States and its
“allies” were to make a formal
declaration of war they would be
even more clearly exposed as
aggressors in the eyes of the
world.

Even without a declaration of
war the Government could take
action by simply proclaiming the
National Liberation Front or
North Vietnam to be an enemy.
This would invoke sections of
the Crimes Act that have penal-
ties of death or life imprisonment
for “treason” and ‘treachery”.
But they do not dare invoke the
Crimes Act. First because it would
be difficult for Holt to explain to
the people why the NLF is an
enemy and yel we are not at
war. Second, and most important,
Holt knows that there is wide-
spread opposition to the Crimes
Act with its far-raeching prohibi-
tions and heavy penalties. He
knows that he just hasn't the
kind of public support that would
enable him to use this sledge-
hammer law so he has gone to
all the trouble of drafting a new
law specially to get us. This is
a most unusual step, contrary to
all traditions of justice, that a
government should introduce a
new law specifically aimed at a
particular group who were pre-
viously engaged in a perfectly
legal activity. It means that the
Govenment is getting rather
u{ﬂcky and looking for a way
out.

Holt knows that the Gowvern-
ment's position Is becoming in-
creasingly shaky, that as the war
goes on, casualties will mount

and clamp down on all anti-war
activity and trade union struggles.
Holt was a member of the Liberal
Government which drafted | the|
Crimes Act and he could try to
use this opportunity provided by|
the student actions as a prelimi-
nary step towards invoking It
He should be stopped now.

We are not claiming that there

is any new ‘academic right"’ for
students in particular to aid the
eaomies fighting - Australia. But
we do believe that the Vietnamese
people are not Australia’s ene-
mies and that all Australians
have a right to supnort them and
should not confine their struggle
against the war to the limits set
by Holt's parliament and Holt's
laws. The Australian Government
Is guilty of treachery because it
is sacrificing Australian lives in
defence of American interests. It
is important to oppose that
treachery by all means available.
We are in a most unusual sit-
uation—this is the first time in
our history that we have had
troops  fighting overseas while
any section at home actually and
openly supports the other side.

manipulation?

The Government is trying to cover
up this embarrassing position by
saying that we are traitors, or
that we are just irresponsible stu-
dents, or that we are being mani-
pulated by sinister political coera-
tors but the fact remains, and it
is an important fact, a group of
Australian citizens conscientious-
ly support the “enemy”. It has
never happened before and we
hope it will never have to happen
again. It is happening because
the Government is follawing a
treacherous pollcy of selling out
to American interests and Is en-
gaged in an illegal, undeclared
war in defiance of world opinion
and international treaties.

Perhaps there is no legal right
fo support the enemy but there
is certainly a moral right and we
would say a very important duty
to do so. After the Second World
War, the Nuremburg trials estab-
lished that there were such inter-
national crimes as crimes against
peace, war crimes and crimes
against humanity and that there
Is Individual responsibility for
these crimes. Our Government is,
in assoclation with Its “greatl and
powerful ally” committing crimes
against peace by launching an
aggressive’ war contrary lo the
UN. Charier and the Geneva

Accords. It Is committing  war
crimes in South Vietnam by mas-
sacring the civilian population
and causing indiscriminate des-
truction and it is committing
crimes against humanity by using
gas, torture and genocide. In-
dividual Australians who acquise
in the Government's policies can-
not escape responsibility for
these crimes. We do not inlend
to merely express our opposition
by pious protests and peaceful
demonstrations. We intend to aid
the Vielnamese people against|
whom these crimes are directed
and we are confident that with or
without our support the liberation
forces will eventually be vic-
torious.

Whether you agree with our
stand or not, the present con-
froversy raises Important issues

Minority

SPEECH AT THE 1964 BER-
KELEY TEACH-IN by M. S. Ar-
noni, survivor of Nazi concen-
tration camps and publisher of
“The Minority of One”, an “In-
dependent Monthly for an Ame-
rican Alternative — dedicaled
to the eradication of all restric-
tions on thought”. For Armnoni's
complele address see “The
Minority of One”, July, 1965;
for a discussion of his Berkeley
proposal see the same publica-
tion for September, 1965.

“} am appalled by the dry, de-|
tached, impersanal, unemotionall
type of debate that goes on amang
some professorial eunuchs, which
is hailed as the passport to aca-
demia, and which is supposed to
be displayed with equal sterility
whether things concern the wiping
out of nations or the desirability
of fluoride in our water. Not only
Eichmann's cold efficiency is in-
human and digbolic but also, and
even mare so, his moral neutrality.
To insist on decorum and polite-
ness in the slaughterhouse of na-
tions is the very peak of human
self-deception and of a hellish type
of snobbery.

It Is thus that | speak to you
here not only as one who tries to
observe and analyse internationah
relations but ‘also as one who sur-
vived six years of internment in|
Nazi concentration camps; as one|
who has lost in them all of his|
next of kin, all those he grew upi
with; as one who, confronting the|
fire-spewing  chimneys of  the|
Auschwitz crematoria, could nof
comprehend how so much of thel
world stood passively and silently
by, witnessing Hitler's genocide.

As a survivor of that Gehenna,

the millions who did not survive
If they could call out to you froml
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| believe to be morally justified
when eveking here the memory of

aclion indicates that di
in Australia is supposed
that you can believe what
providing you don't try to
your beliefs. It they get
with this particular act
pression they could well
its scope, via the Crimes
cover all opponents of
ernment. The trade union m
:;n‘ent Iha's da h:mgm= of
runnle for democratic rights 2
It was particularly active I'mg-
iporqling the crlmesklma“ m
ngly, we are asking
unionists, of the
war and all other sections who
support democratic rights to |
pose the new Government
mhether or not they support the
Lo !

of civil rlﬂhta.Ths Government's g

of One?

o

their graves or from the fields
and rivers upon which their a
were thrown, they would implo
this generation of Americans not
to be silent in the face of the
genocidal atrocities committed on
the people of Vietnam. %

This is no time fo be silent!
When a war is waged by Amé
and American-led troops E
a people whose vast majortiy,
all accounts agree, would r Ggl,n
American troops on their soil, this
is no time to be silent! When eight
million out of a tolal
namese population of 14 million
languish in concentration camps
euphemized as "strategic hamlets”
this is no time to be silentl When
napalm bombs are thrown on vil-
lages on the assumption that their
entire population is the 1
this is no time to be silentl When
ever man and women tilling their
own soil are taken by
American pilots as enemies |
therefore as targets for WI-
lets, this is no time to be silent!

An American genocide Is not
preferable to a German cide;
and the indifference of mil of
Americans Is as criminal and in-
human as was the indifference of
millions of German onlookers.

In the present life-and-death
struggle of the Vietnamese e
there must be among A&
youth some who are suffi
sensitive to Justice, suf
outraged by the conscie
actions of their government,
sufficiently courageous —
the people of Vietnam in
heroic self-defence.

They, these volunteers.
the heroes of a future
civilization, They will make
que contribution toward the
gence of such as 8
survive the present empl
stage and be accepted
family of man not in fear
ror but [ asp
honour. Thank you.




