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" The 'Life Story of
L. L. SHARKEY

Fighter For Freedom

“One who never turned his back but marched breast forward,
Never douhted clouds would break,
Never dreamed, though right were worsted, wrong would
triumph,
Held we fall to rise, are baffled to fight better,

Sleep to wake.”
—Browning, “To Asolando.”

“So well thy words become thee as thy wounds,
They smack of honour both.”
—Shakespeare, “Macbeth.”
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" Back from the 1948 conference of the Indian Com-
munist Party, L. L. Sharkey wrote in the Tribune about

the‘ Calcutta rickshawmen:

“Imagine a mountain of fat British imperialist being dragged at a ftrot
in the blazing Indian sun by a skinny human beast of Murden weighing perhaps
nine etone, They eat up the unfortunate man’s life in order to save their
parasitical hmmasea from the exertion of walking a couple of blocks or of

a horse

A ".ult is truly a revolting sight and at once a cure for illusions about
'tllb ‘common humanity’ of the master and the slave, the exploiter and the
. exploited. These poor doomed creatures beseige one to ride in their rick-
 shaws and looked dumbfounded at my reply: “It is aghinst my ‘religion’ to
use a fellow man as a horse” Apparently ‘they had not heard of such a
‘lael‘lﬂinn‘ -'bulore despite all the ‘missions’ in India."

y Australia has been an officially Christian country
ince her foundation m 1788, but she, also, has heard

lall too little of such a ‘‘religion.”

To free the workers from a system which treats them
not as humans but as profit-producing animals, to help
; builcl a society in which they shall be, in his own words

“free, equal prosperous and at peace with the whole
worid is the task to which Laurence Louis Sharkey
has devoted his life.

 He was born in August, 1898, on a farm near Orange,
N-S.W "Of Irish descent he imbibed a strong, anti-
) f'i:mpariahst tradition from parents and grandparents.
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He turned to the works of Marx, Engels, Lenin and
Stalin and found there what he sought—the facts about

 what was happening and a practical program for set-
. ting it right.

He mastered the theory of Dialectical Materialism,
“the world-outlook of the Marxist-Leninist party,’”’ the
fighting philosophy which, in the Marxist phrase, not
only explains the world but shows how to change it.

It wasn't easy. As Marx wrate: “*Science has no

 yoyal road, and only those who are not afraid of tiring

themselves by climbing its steep pathways have a chance

of attaining the clear light of its summits.”

For L. L. Sharkey the path to the summit was strewn
with rocks which only a lion-heart could have sur-
mounted.

He educated himself in the puBlic library, where he

- would go every day after searching for work until about

10 in the morning. Any spare pennies he had went into
books and pamphlets. He read, in due course, the
whole works of Karl Marx together with an enormous
range of studies varying from the principles of agri-
culture to church history.

. His studies have continued ever since, and what
he reads he remembers and applies.

Once he had studied it, a possessor of Sharkey's pas-
sionate faith in humanity could hardly have failed to
adopt the one philosophy which gives man his right
place and due dignity in nature. ;

 Never could he have been content with philosophical
systems which make man the creature and plaything
of uncontrollable, unknowable supernatural powers.

. Lance Sharkey's philosophy shows that man can not
'merely .control his own economic system, can not mere-
ly, master the machine and free himself from capital-
jsm's golden chains but can pass on to the mastery an
the remaking of nature itself.
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~ Such an outlook on life put Sharkey out of the Roman

~ Catholic church but bound him in closer bonds than
‘ever to Catholic workers despite all the efforts of the
priestly caste to thrust him away from them.

*The overwhelming majority of Catholic workers are among the most loyal
- wupporters and fighters of the Labour movement, and it is with them that the
- Oommuniets want to establish the closest comradely relations in the commwn
~ struggle against the exploiters,” wrote Sharkey in his Reply to Father Ryan (1943).
el ‘“Despite Father Ryan, the ‘outtstretched hand’ is, and will ever remain,
a cardinal feature of the 'Communists’ policy towards Catholic workers because
~ the unity the workers is the weapon by which we wcan proceed to achieve
 the liberation of all the toilers,””

- And it isn't only to Catholic workers but to all other
workers and all friends of the working class and of
~ human freedom that Lance Sharkey extends the out-
stretched hand of comradeship.

Only towards the enemies of humanity, the torturers
and murderers of millions, the wielders of blackjacks
and waddies against strikers, the perpetrators of world
 wars has Sharkey addressed sentences of furious and

undying harted.

Equipping himself with the sword and shield of
Marxism, Sharkey passed straight into the front ranks
- of the Australian fighters for workers’ emancipation.

There he has stayed ever since, a fact which distin-
guishes him from other prominent Leftists of the time.

H. L. Denford, R. A. King, E. ]J. Holloway, E. J.
Ward, even ]J. A. Beasley — these are the names,
believe it or not, which appear prominently among the
(verbal) assailants of capitalism in the early twenties.

Why didn't Sharkey tread the same primrose path
to comfortable berths and prominent ministerial posts?
" Because he lacked ability? Nobody, least of all his

opponents, would say so.

Being the man he is, Sharkey never really had the
~ option. "Of course,”’ wrote Marx to Siegfried Mgyer,
*“if one chose to be an ox one could turn one's back
on the agonies of mankind and look after one's own
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It is the ideal which governs every action of L. L.
Sharkey.

That isn't to say he doesn’t enjoy the recreations of
a normal Australian.

Not because he despises the healthy'pleam.:res of
life has Sharkey followed a manner of life which has
cut him off from them almost entirely.

Not because he has no use for the Australian sun,
but so that it might shine on a free, prosperous and
peaceful people does he lie today in a prison cell.

Not happiness itself, but the happiness that can
- tolerate others’ misery, is what Sharkey despises and
rejects as did Eugene Debs when he said: “"While
there is a ‘lower class’ I am of it; while there is a
‘eriminal element’ | am in it; while there is a soul
in prison, | am not free.”

What type of man does the working class seek to
Jlead it in the struggle for liberation in which it is
the standard-bearer for humanity as a whole?

In the Soviet elections of 1937 J. V. Stalin offered
a word of advice.

“The electors, the people,” he s=aid, “must demand that their deputies
#hould remmin political figures of the Lenin type; that as public figures they
should be as clear and definite as Lenin was, that they should be fearless in
battle and as merciless towards the enemies of the people as Lenin was; that
they shonld be free drom all panic, from any semblance of panic when things
bhegin fo get complicated and some danger or other looms on the horizon, as
Lenin was; that they should be as wise and deliberate in deciding complex
problems requiring a comprehensive orientation and a comprehensive weighing
of all pros and consgas Lenin wag; that they should be as upright and honest
a8 Lenin was; that they should love their people as Lenin did.”

Such a man, such a leader is L. L. Sharkey.

Of such Communists did Karl Marx write: ‘‘The
brotherhood of man on their lips is not a phrase but a
truth and from their faces, hardened by affliction, the
whole beauty of mankind loocks upon us’

* # %

Mr. Great-Heart: But here was great odds, three against one.
Mr. Valiani-for-the-Truth: It is true; but little m-z more are
nothing to him that has the truth on his side.

~—The Pilgrim’s Progress.
16
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