The People Wm. “

Tuesday's primary elections exploded like a bombshell among the ene-

mies of the people in our State and nation. This is truly a people’s victory, -
one.which immeasurably strengthens the progressive Roosevelt-Truman ticket -

in the fall elections. _ .
The triumph of Adam Clayton Powell jr and Vito Marcantonio in all
three primaries—Democratic, Republican and American Labor Party—is by
far the most salutary development of the entire campaign. Their election to
congress this fall is now virtually assured. Even more important is the fact
that they will go to- Washington not as npresentahvu of this. or that

“party,” but. in their’ true character as representatives of all the: people.
These victories are all the more significant in. view. of ‘the- intensive -
campaigns of character-assassination and confusion waged - against both
Powell and Marcantonio by all the Deweyites, Roosevelt-haters and ‘pro--
fascusts in our midst. These victories were made possible by the unbreakable
unity of Negro..labor and other progressive citizens in our City. -They . stnko
nngly symbolize that growing coalition of people'- forces around- Presndent

Roosevelt which™ will yet bring freedom and security to all the people )

of our land. UL
We are prCud of the. people of New .York, .and _especia‘lly the
people of our own Harlem. .We, the people, have against demonstrated

our high degree of political maturity. We have again proved our unity. We

have again distinguished unerringly between:our enemies and our friends.
May our nation as a whole measure up next November to the lngh
sun‘ard we have set this week in the pmnary elections .of New York City!

Rotten Politics

_We have .refrained until after the primary elections to’comment upon -
the gutter tactics used by the political opponents of Adam Clayton Powell, Jr.
o They circulated an anonymous Ieaflet with the’ rndtculous charge
that Mr. Powell is “ashamed of his race.”

@ They distributed a sacriligious leaflet (also anonymous) with a -

cartoon of Christ in opposition to Rev. Powell’s candidacy, and another car-
toon ot Christ driving the money-clungen out of the temple, which they
deliberately distortéd to read ‘'Christ Driving the Politicians Out of the

Church.”
gion in politics, read Rev. Ben Richardson's article—""Christ and Politics™"—

in next week’s PV.) :
P They hurled the false charge of “‘communism’ at Mr. Powell (for-
getting, apparently, that the people of Harlem have long since learned that -

red-baiting is the last desperate resort of their‘unscrupulous enemies in at- -

tacks upon the Negro's friend.)

@ They slandered Mr. Powell from the speakers platform and in the
weekly press, seeking to mislead the people with a whole series of cal-
umnies and personal attacks. : o

This is rotten politics, and it speaks volumes about the character of
the forces supporting the Kepublican candidate for Congress from the 22nd
District. ‘

In sharp contrast, Adam Clayton Powell's primary campaign was con-
ducted on a high plane of honesty in public discussion.
make a personal—or any other kind of—attack against his opponent. - His"
campaign manager and speakers had written instructions to refrain from
any such tactics whatever. ) .

Moreover. this newspaper. of which Mr. Powell is Editor-in-Chief, re-
stricted its news and editorial columns to arguments FOR the Powell-for-
Congress campaign, not once printing an argument AGAINST his opponent.
Indeed, in our issue of June 17, we devoted our honor box, “‘Front,”” to a pic-

ture and commendatory write-up on Mrs. Sarah Pelham Speaks, characteriz- -

ing her as “'a creditable representative of the New Negro Woman."

The real issues involved in this campaign are fundamental to the wel-
fare of the Negro people and the entire nation. Whatever hopes we
have for a post-war world of peace, economic secunty and democratic free-
dom depend largely upon whether we send representatives to Congress who
will support President Roosevelt’s program for the progresswe reconsh’uc—
tion of our country and the world.

This is serious business, and it must not be canductéd on the level of
‘an alley brawl. Let there be common decency and intelligent public dis-

cuscion of real i-ucs n tln general dlections campaign \vlnch stilf lm ashead.

‘Meet Miss Lena Scott

We are proud to announce the addition of Miss Lena Scott to PV's

(For an hcnest and authoritative interpretation_of the role of reli- .

Not once did he '

staff in the capacuty of rowng reporter Her initial dispatch appears on
page 2.
We must also confess a certain’ anxuety over the difficulties in wh|ch

_this charming, but somewhat flippant, young lady is likely to involve our

. newspaper. She is free to go where she will, interview whom she will, and

_report what she will. Her closest associate, artist Carl Weiss, warns that
‘most anything might emerge from this assignment. But we shall see.

By the way, any similarity between the name of our new employee and
those of two charming and famous’ yOung Americans is by no means co-
incidental.

‘Suggestio‘ns to Mr. Dewey

- We Negroes, who have had considerable experience with southern
" distranchisement, can appreciate the skill and speed with which the Re-
publican candidate for President is proceedmg to deprive New York citizens
of the right to vote.

. Three weeks ago. Cov. Dewey refused New. York soldiers and sailors

. overseas their right to use the simple federal war ballot, with the result

that approximately 800,000 of them will be unable to vote for president
and congressmen on November 7.

Last week, Gov. Dewey denied 42,000 New York Merchant Seamen,
USO and Red Cross workers abroad — all struggling to defeat our fascist
enemies — their right to use even the State-absentee voters' ballots in the
coming elections.

These eftective first steps pretty well take care of New Yorkers.abroad.
But what about the millions here at home? =,

Recognizing the serious problem faced by our Governor, who cannot
hope to get elected President if the people are allowed to vote, we respect-
tully suggest the follcwing next steps to guarantee that the fall elections
shall be conducted in the only manner consistent with Mr. Dewey's presi-
dential aspirations.

@ Deny absentee voters’ ballots to New Yorkers who have left the
State to work in war plants elsewhere.

@ Require all voters to present $100 war bonds at the polls.

@ Arm the anti-Negro, anti-Semitic, anti-labor and anti-FDR

“Christian Fronters™ and put them in charge of the polis.

@ Cerrymander New York City out of the State.

These suggestuons will be recognized as strictly modern, wartime adapta-
“tions of devices which Mr. Dewey's poll-tax allies have long found effective

" in the South Surely, the Goveinor's Clever Attorney General can figure out

-some ‘‘constitutional” manner by which they can be used to combat the
dlstressmg eagemess of New York cmzens to vete.

T O WN HALL

Letters

ON THE UPBEAT

Dear Sir: We, over here, are
always glad whenever the mail-
man delivers to us our favorite
Neiro newspaper—PV—for it is
truly the new paper for the new
Negro. Our advice to our friends
in America is to ask for the
Voice at their favorite newsstands
and not to be on the “downbeat.
—PVT. JIMMY WILLIAMS.
6977th Ordinance, Co., APO 230,
¢/o Postmaster, NY.

<w s = * X
PRAISE. FROM FRANCE -

Dear Sir: I've been subscribing
tc your puper since January amd
I maust thank you for the way iu
whiech the paper has been reach-
ing me—first in Englard and now
in France. Obtaining the paper is
quite a consolation, for-['m able
te keep up with the events taking
place in my home state.: Keep up
the good..work. You are doing
ewell.-lrcpl. ALEX BRAITH-
WAITE,‘" $97 Ord. Am. Co., APO
230, c/o‘Po%tmaster N.Y

detor. W!th all signs pomtmg
o an early end to the war, we
can but pray that President Roose-
wvelt is re-elected to lead us through
the coming days of critical re-
adjustment and reconstruction.
Anything can happen—racial riots,
lack of jobs, disunity of the na-
tion’s leaders and what-not. We
are mindful of the do-nothing
policy of the Republican admin-
istrations ‘following the 'close ot
the first world war, when they
sat back and folded their arms and
blinded their eyes and said, *‘Let
nature take its course.”

If there ever was a time when
we need a man of vision, and
mainly, of action, it will be foui-
lowing this war. Traditions must
be flown to the winds if they
stand in the way of post-war
peace and progress. What is a
tradition, what is a constitution,
what is a law, if it does not work
toward the betterment of man?
The Republican party is bound by
time-worn' and outmoded: tradi-
tions that stand in the way of
yrogress.—MARY JONES.

% * «

SEND YOUR WIRE NOW! .
Dear Sir: You have probably
heard that tne only Negro WAC
band has -ecently been inactivated.
This band was organized last Sep-
tember, has made excellent pro-
gress gince that time and from all
indications, was fast developing
into an organization of which the
race could have been justly proud.
For some reason the Army has
eeen fit to discontinue this unit.
We are asking organizations
and individuals all over the coun-
iry to send wires of protest to the
President - immediately and we
would appreciate your joining in
the fight to reorganize and author-
jze our band. .Please send this
information or to as many people
as possible—WAC BAND Ne. 2,

- Ft. Des Moines. Towa.

“Scope” Edltor Liberal

. By TED ZlTEL

IT WAS MARK TWAIN who uud‘- “Everybody grumbles about the weather, but no one does’

anything about it!” That’s ,the way liberals acted about the anti-labor, anti-Negro READ- |.

ERS DIGEST. Finally, along came one man who did somehing about it. That man is Lev-
erett S. Cleason, editor of the new national digest magazine, READERS SCOPE. With only
two issues on the shmls, READERS SCOPE is already showing signs of nudgmg the DIGEST.

from' its throne.

When the first issue was brought
to our zttention,” we were naturally
curicus to know more about the man
who edits a pubhcatnon which won
spontaneous support from the gen-
eral public, as: well as labor’ .nd

minonty groups. So down ~to‘SCOPE'-SA
muraled offices we went to comer |
Lev Gleason and learn the following |

vital statistics.
QUITE A CAREER

Gleason is a tall New Englander,
a veteran of both--World Wars, ."
“fast-thinker who. Has been a -stock-|
FY Broadway reshuranteur. a |

broker,
comic book publlsher .as well as the
‘publisher of three fast-sellm‘ paper-
covered books: ““The Incredible Tito,”
by Foward Fast:’ "When and How
the . War Wil End,” by Johannes
Steel, and “Sabotage,” by Michael
Sayers and Albert Kahn.

“That's an exciting career you've

had,”” we told him, “Did you al-
ways want to be a publisher, or did
it sneak up on you?”’

Gleason lit a cigarette, smiled, and
Ieaned back in his comfortable swivel
chair. " I think I've always wanted

to get intd this business: As a mat-

tér of Yact, many years ago, 1 worked
for a stock exchange firm editing its
monthly paper to the clients. | was
very unhappy. - A fellow employee of.
mine shared my dislike and together
we planned to leave. One day we
took the decisive step—I into the
publishing business and he to Holly-
wood where he is now known as.
Walter Pidgeon.”

ABOLITIONIST BACKCROUND
When | tried to place Gleason's
almost indistinct broad “A” he
broke down and confessed he was a
Bostonian—but of democratic tradi-’
tion, he’ hastened to add.
© “My ‘maternal grandfather and the
person for whom 1| was named,
Leverett G. E. Stone, devoted much
of his fortune, as well as his energies,

"{ political scene.

GLEASON -

LFVERE’I‘I' 8.

fo the abolntuomst movemenl in the

border states, Kentucky ‘and Ohio.

“Dr. Aaron Gleason, a surgeon in

“the United States Army. durihg the

Civil War, retired to New Hampshire
where for rnany years after the war
he devoted much of his practise to
the free treatment of Negro vet-
erans. So, you see, my family has a
real American ‘tradition, and | hope
to be ‘carrying it on in the 20th
Century. Those of us who are fight-
ing jimcro and other minority dis-
criminations today are the abolition-
lsts of our time.’

| attention of its readers:

the July issue. So, he vanished. ‘Thls
issue also contained exciting articles

L by Johannes Steel, Willizm L. Shirer,

Pierre Cot and Franz Weiskopt.

_The second issue contained an ar-
ticle by Henrietta Buckmaster which
the PEOPLE'S VOICE brought to the
“The Fifty-

‘Fourth,” the story of the famous Ne-

gro Regiment during the Civil War
FOR NATIONAL UNITY

Also in that issue it condensed

“The Races of Mankind,"
versial pamphlet that blasts p‘won
white supremacy. And, as a_ special
féeature ‘it included an
piece written especially for SCOPE by
Howiard Fast, author of *“‘Citizen Tom
called: *‘The Dead Will Not

the contro-

inspirational

Paine,”
Steep.”.
that swanky Lord & -Taylor devoted »
complete window display to it and
the International Latex Carporation
of America purchased half pages .in
eight of our leading newspapers
throughout the country to reprint it.
Radio Commentator .William .S. Gail-
mor read it over the air on his pro-
gram (WHN at 9 pm} and it brought
a storm of requests for copies.

Chocked full of vital, provocative

| articles, SCOPE is must reading for

wm-:rn; WAR MAC
As one lcoks over. the contents of

the first two issues ‘of SCOPE it be-
comes apparent that Gleason is pub-
lishing a sincere, win-the-war maga-
zine. lts first issue (July) contained

an explosive prediction .which came

true even befcre the magazine had
a chance to’ reach the stands—that
Martin Dies would canish from the
It is the opinion of
many - people that Dies feared the
storm that would break around his
head when Albert Kahn's expose, 'l
Accuse Martin Dies,” came out ir

all- thinking pedple. And, with e
man like Lev Cleason at the helm,
we know it will continue to be ius?
that.

When asked if he had a3 message
for the readers or PEOPLE'S VOICE,

he said: ““SCOPE is a magazine dedi-

cated first and foremost to the win- |.

ning of the war and the winning of
the peace.
dedicating ourselves to the cement-
ing of national unity. SCOPE salutes
THE PEOPLE’S VOICE as another ally
iin the fight against those whe would
divide us.”

For that purpose we are

Solid South Cracking

AUSTIN, Tex.— (Special to PV) —Fighting to gain control over
the party’s state organization for the next two years, supporters
of the pro-Roosevelt wing of the divided state Democratic party
last week named 10 Negro delegates to the Harric County
convention.

Tlns unprecedented action followed by a few days the unrestricted
voting of Negro citizens in the Texas Democratic primary elections.

The Texas pro-FDR Democratic organixation was formed to combat the
threatened “Electoral College steal” by which anti-Roosevelt Democrats
lope to have Presidential electors cast ‘their. ballot »ezins* ™-oscvelt, even

though th citizens of Texas vote overwhelminely for FDR this fsli.

e “emee.

"~ [The People:

So brillant :was' this: -prose:|-..

QUESTION
Edited by Llewellyn Ransom _
* The Federal Council of Churches:
of Christ' in' America in its of-
ficial statement on vace discrimi-
‘mation s3id . . . . we must net,
-like our ememies commit the sm A
of .racial contempt and demina-
Mnbm‘umﬂnﬂlurnsofn
master race . . .” Do you think
it is the responsibility of erganized
religion te take the lead in abelish-
ing racial segregation?

Dorothy
"+ Funn, National
Negro Con-
gress, NYC:
T he
gz G o v ernment
should ‘take the
“ lead in abolish-
ing racial dis-
: ~rimination. A
strong and uncon.promising stand
by the United States
ment, including passage of laws
against discrimination and segre-
gationr in our nation, can assure
.rooting .out this disease from all
of our American institutions. -
T e .
Edwar'd’
Perry, journal-"-
ist, NYC: The
fact that organ-
ized religion
hag not set an
example to the

world by - prac: ¥
ticing its doc
trine of brother
hood is the greatest indictment of
its sincerity and fitness to lead
men.

* »*

H. W. Jack
son, NYC: This
would be revo-
lutionary. It
would establish
4 new interest
in religion on
the part of mil-
lions of people
all over the
world. It Would gain respect from
all, even the non-religious.

- . .

Theodore
Davie, NYC: If
the church took
stands like this
it would not
have to depend
upon sentiment
and emotxonal-
ism. It would be :
truly setting up *
the Kingdom of God on earth
. L * *

Rev. Leon
l
|

.

Sullivan, NYC:
Orgunized re
ligion should
take the lead in
all .endeavors to
have the things
religion stands
for become
realities. T h e
Kingdom of God can never come
to pass as long as men hate. The
church is shouting in the midst

. lot a tempestorus whirlwind.

Federal-

Govern-

o
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