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Farhang Foundation is a nonreligious,
nonpolitical, and nonprofit foundation
dedicated to celebrating Iranian art
and culture for the benefit

of the community at large.
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Constituencies

Trustees, Council Members, Advisers & Supporters
Iranians, Iranophiles, and Iran Scholars who support the mission of Farhang Foundation
and our programs by donating their time, knowledge, and financial support.

Iranian Americans
These are the custodians of one of the richest cultures in the world who benefit from learning more about
their art and culture. They are also the individuals who will later be our cultural ambassadors
tfo the community af large.

Community At Large
We feel that Iranian art and culture can contribute positively and should be woven into the multicolored
tapestry of great cultures that compose America. That's why our mission at Farhang Foundation is to
celebrate and promote Iranian art and culture for the benefit of the community at large.
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Dear Friends,

Reflecting on the past year at Farhang, our eighth year in existence, | am very proud of all
that we have achieved together. This past year has been one of the most successful and
awe-inspiring years in Farhang history, not only for Farhang members and supporters, but
also for all Iranian Americans in Southern California.

In November 2015, Farhang announced the winning
design for Freedom: A Shared Dream, a monument to
shared human values and multicultural coexistence that
will be gifted to the City of Los Angeles. We were thrilled
that world-renowned artist, engineer, and architect
Cecil Balmond, OBE, was selected as the winner of this
historic project, and we couldn’t be more pleased with
his beautiful design — inspired by the Cyrus Cylinder and
representing the ideals of Cyrus the Great. The Freedom
Sculpture project has received unprecedented support
from the entire community. It will serve as a permanent
reminder of the universally shared values of individual
freedom that originated in Iran over 2,500 years ago.

Farhang also made strides in the academic arena with
the continued development and expansion of our
Iranian Studies program at the University of Southern
California (USC), with the help of our Iranian Studies
Council at USC and the support of our generous friends.
This is the first such program in the University’s history.
We are feverishly working to expand our scope with the
hope of offering a major degree in the near future. So
stay tuned for more exciting news and developments in
early 2017!

Through our partnership with the USC Dornsife Middle
East Studies program, we continued our highly regarded
Distinguished Lecture Series, offering insightful talks by
experts on Iran and Iranian culture. We also continue to
support student programs by sponsoring USC's Persian
Academic and Cultural Student Association (PACSA)
in bringing various culturally significant programs to the
campus to celebrate and promote Iranian heritage.

In 2015 we were also thrilled to launch our first-ever
Persian language and culture after-school program
in public elementary schools in Southern California.
Farhang Foundation believes strongly in the extreme
power and significance of this program, as it serves
the most important segment of our population, young
students. Our goal is to inspire students from all cultural
backgrounds fo learn the Persian language and other
aspects of Iranian culture, thus planting the seeds of
cultural diversity at a young age.

Our academic efforts also reached Orange County
with the launch of the first-ever Persian Studies minor
program at the University of California, Irvine (UCI) in
the fall of 2015. Thanks to our Orange County Council,
the launch of this historic program provided students in
Orange County with an opportunity fo receive a degree
in Persian Studies and learn more about the beautiful
culture, literature, and history of Iran. We continued
our collaboration with UCI's Jordan Center for Persian
Studies in presenting our annual Iranian Lecture Series
and our first-ever Mehregan Conference focusing on
Persian philosophy and music.

In 2016 our relationship with UCI expanded even further
as we collaborated with the Claire Trevor School of the
Arts to present our annual celebration of Nowruz in the
O.C. Year after year Farhang's Nowruz celebrations
confinue to grow and expand, and in March 2016, we
hosted Farhang's largest and most successful Nowruz
celebration at UCI with over 1,200 attendees!

Speaking of Nowruz, our 8th Annual Nowruz Celebration
at LACMA became the most successful and well-
received event in Farhang Foundation’s history. This
event has become the largest Nowruz celebration in
the United States, if not the entire world. We featured
the debut of Mamak Khadem’s multimedia Nowruz
program, Whispers of Spring, which premiered to a sold-
out audience, and the celebrations continued with our
3rd Annual Iranian Costume Parade, children’s activities,
music and dance, and a closing outdoor concert by the
groundbreaking musical group, Niyaz.

Farhang's Nowruz celebrations are always a joy fo
aftend and provide a platform for individuals from all
walks of life to join in the celebration of the first day of
spring. The event was attended by an estimated 20,000
visitors, making it the most attended single day events
in LACMA's long history. Because of the exceptional
popularity of this event, in 2017 Farhang Foundation
will be moving our annual Nowruz celebrations to
UCLA’s Royce Hall, to further expand the program and
accommodate the increased demand by the public.

Farhang Foundation has always been a strong supporter
of Iranian Cinema, and this past year was no exception.
In November 2016, we were proud to join forces with
the American Film Institute in sponsoring all of the Iranian
films being screened at the AFl Fest, the country’s largest
film festival dedicated to international cinema.

In addition to the AFI Fest, in April 2016 Farhang
Foundation was once again the sole sponsor of the long-
running UCLA Celebration of Iranian Cinema presented
by the UCLA Film & Television Archive. This was the series’
27th year and its most attended one thus far, kicking off
with the sold-out Los Angeles premiere of Two, directed
by Soheila Golestani. We were honored to be able to
host Ms. Golestani as our guest of honor on the opening
night with the premiere of her groundbreaking film. This

year's celebration included in-person appearances by
other notable filmmakers, actors, and historians such as
Roya Teimoorian, Hamid Naficy, Alireza Raissian, Zamani
Esmati, and Behtash Sanaeeha.

As part of our commitment to engaging the community
at large in our activities and events, this year Farhang
confinued to support artists worldwide by hosting
several public art competitions, including our first-ever
Iranian Mural Design competition in collaboration with
Beautify Earth. This latest competition received over 100
submissions from around the world, with many coming
from Iran. The winning designs of this competition will be
commissioned as street art murals throughout the city of
Los Angeles, just one more way to share the beautiful art
of Iranian artists with the entire community!

Farhang Foundation’s many successes this year mark
only the beginning of more to come.... Our mission is
fo ensure that our culture and heritage will survive in
diaspora well into the future. It is imperative that we
confinue to support the development of academic
inifiatives such as those we have sponsored at USC
and UCI, cultural programs such as Nowruz and the
UCLA Celebration of Iranian Cinema, and our historic
monumental gift Freedom: A Shared Dream!

We thank our dedicated and passionate board members
for their vision, our resourceful council members for their
determination, our hard-working management team for
their dedication, and of course our friends, volunteers,
and supporters for their endless generosity and support!

Sincerely,

/ﬁ.

Ali C. Razi

Chairman of the Board of Trustees Farhang Foundation



2016 Nowruz
Banner Contest

Maryam Ghanbarian, an Iranian Graphic Designer from Tehran,
was selected as this year's Nowruz Banner competition winner.
This month, Maryam’s submission — a stunning design representing
elements of Nowruz, such as Sabzeh (wheatgrass) and goldfish —
was featured on street banners along prominent boulevards in Los
Angeles, announcing Farhang's 8th Annual Nowruz celebration at
the Los Angeles County Museum of Art (LACMA) on March 13, 2016.

“Nowruz is the celebration of life and its renewal rooted in a fradition
that has a unique place in Iranian culture,” said Maryam Ghanbarian.
“Inspired and moved by my own feelings during Nowruz, | chose the
symbols that | see as the most representative elements
of Nowruz for my design. Nowruz starts with growing
the wheatgrass (Sabzeh) that announces the arrival of
the New Year, and to me the goldfish represent purity,
freshness, and vitality. | am happy and proud that my
design has been selected by Farhang Foundation as the
winner of this year's competition, and | hope that with
this work | have made a confribution fo infroducing the
beauty and richness of the Iranian culture to the world!”

Farhang Foundation’s annual Nowruz Banner Contest
was launched in 2010 as a prelude to Farhang's signature
event, the annual Nowruz celebration. Each year, Farhang
Foundation, through its Nowruz Banner Contest, reaches
out to a global community of artists, illustrators, and
graphic designers, enlisting their talents to create original
designs that captfure the essence of Nowruz. During the
weeks leading fo Farhang’s annual Nowruz celebration,
the winning design is featured on large street banners in
prominent areas of Los Angeles announcing the event.
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2016 Nowruz
Programming Proposal

Through ifs annual Nowruz Program Contest, Farhang Foundation calls on
performers, musicians, actors, playwrights, and other talented individuals to
submit proposals for performing arts pieces that epitomize the meaning of
Nowruz. Every year, Farhang selects one proposal and works with the artist to
produce a dynamic and immersive theatrical experience that is performed
before a live audience during Farhang's annual Nowruz celebrations.

The winner of this year's Nowruz Program Contest was Mamak Khadem,
called *one of the wonders of world france music” by the Los Angeles Times.
Her multimedia theatrical piece, Whispers of Spring, shared the hopeful
message of spring from the length and breadth of the Silk Road. Mamak
Khadem led an adventurous group of international artist travelers as they
brought the celebration of Nowruz to the stage from countries influenced
by the vast Persian Empire's reach — Iran, Afghanistan, Tagjikistan, India,
Azerbaijan, Albania, and Georgia. Whispers of Spring represented a new
way of celebrating Nowruz that franscended geographical boundaries.
Members of diverse communities come together, drawing inspiration from
each other to deliver a truly international celebration to the Iranians and the
greater community of Los Angeles with music, dance, poetry, and dramatic
images and film from Mamak’s travels on the Silk Road.

“As an Iranian immigrant, for years I have dreamt of going back fo my native
country where Nowruz is embedded in culture and tradition. After more than
thirty years, and finally being able to call Los Angeles home, | realize that
the most meaningful celebration takes place in one’s heart”, said Mamak
Khadem. “Over the years, I've come to personally rediscover that Nowruz is
about new birth, new life, and new beginnings, pushing boundaries, striving
for full potentials, and connecting to your inner power. For these reasons, |
am producing this event for Farhang Foundation. Farhang has most diligently
conveyed these meanings of Nowruz to the community at large, and this
March, | am honored to be part of the celebrations and to do my part in
expressing what | feel is the true essence of Nowruz.”
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Sahba Motallebi
ANCES & Friends

:j,,;il Farhang was proud to join forces with Grand Performances to sponsor a free
=

night of Iranian music under the stars in Downtown Los Angeles. This special
night featured tar and setar virtuoso Sahba Motallebi, with special guests
Mamak Khadem, Niyaz's Loga Ramin Torkian and Azam Ali, Sina Sarlak,
Mehdi Bagheri, Miles Jay, TJ Troy, Naghmeh Farahmand, and Robyn Friend.
This free event was attended by nearly 4,000 music lovers and was a great
way to close the 29th annual summer season at Grand Performances.




IN THE 21ST CENTURY

An intensive two-day workshop for Persian Instructors
presented by the Palos Verdes Persian Heritage Foundation.

The workshop, in part sponsored by Farhang Foundation, was led
by USC Assistant Professor Dr. Peyman Nojoumian, who teaches
the Persian Language courses of USC's Iranian Studies program.

All participants were awarded a Certificate of Completion.




A FILM BY MITRA FARAHAN|

Screening + Q&A with
Director Mitra Farahani

Farhang presented two very special screenings
of the critically acclaimed documentary feature
film titfled Fifi Howls From Happiness about the
fascinating and extraordinary life of Iranian artist
Bahman Mohassess, also known as the Iranian
Picasso. The screenings were held at LACMA and
UC Irvine and were both followed by Q&As with
the film's director Mitra Farahani and producer
Marjaneh Moghimi.

IRANIAN STUDIES AT USC

SIGNED AGREEMENT FOR
A BACHELOR OF ARTS

Farhang Foundatfion’s Iranian  Studies
Initiative at the University of Southern
California is a multiphase effort launched in
2010 to establish a first-ever Iranian Studies
degree program at USC. Phase | of this
project focused on the creation of Persian
Language classes in 2011, and phase Il led
to the development of an Iranian Studies
Minor Program in 2013.

In December 2015, Farhang Foundation
and USC signed an agreement to complete
the final phase of this historic initiatfive,
which will result in the establishment of a
degree program to offer a Bachelor of Arts
in Iranian Studies atf the university.

This is a proud accomplishment for Farhang
and the Iranian-American community.
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Shirin Neshat

2015 Farhang Heritage Award Recipient

MAIN PHOTO: Rodolfo Martinez / TOP LEFT: Shirin Neshat Rahim, from Our House Is On Fire series, 2013 Digital C-print and ink 60 x 48 inches (152.4 x 121.9 cm).
BOTTOM LEFT: Shirin Neshat Speechless, 1996 Gelatin silver print and ink 66 x 52 1/2 inches (167.6 x 133.4 cm). TOP RIGHT: Shirin Neshat Roja (Patriots), from The Book of
Kings series, 2012 ink on LE silver gelatin print 60 x 45 inches (152.4 x 114.3 cm). BOTTOM RIGHT: Shirin Neshat Divine Rebellion, from The Book of Kings series, 2012 Acrylic on
LE silver gelatin print 62 x 49 inches (157.5 x 124.5 cm). Photos copyright Shirin Neshat Courtesy Gladstone Gallery, New York and Brussels.

HERITAGE
AWARD 2015
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The 2015 Farhang Heritage Award honored to Shirin Neshat, the internationally acclaimed
Iranian artist who rose to fame following her groundbreaking Women of Allah photography
series in the 1990s. Farhang Foundation was proud to recognize Ms. Neshat
for her enrichment of society through her extraordinary artistic contributions to the
world, at the 5th Annual Farhang Foundation Fundraising Gala on November 7, 2015
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Farhang Foundation held its 5th Annual Fundraising Gala
on Saturday, November 7, 2015, at the historic Beverly Wilshire
hotel in Beverly Hills. The event was attended by a record-
breaking, sold-out audience of generous supporters.

5th Annual Fundraising Gala

The highlight of the evening was the award ceremony for the
2015 Farhang Heritage Award, presented fo the exfraordinary
and groundbreaking artist Shirin  Neshat, who was in
attendance for the award and who delivered a moving and
inspirational acceptance speech.

The evening also featured live musical performances by
Arash Avin and the musical group Rouge and was emceed
by the talented comedian Max Amini. This year's gala ranked
as the most successful fundraiser in Farhang Foundation
history, and we couldn’t have done it without all of our
supporters. The funds raised at this event support Farhang's
mulfitude of projects and programs throughout the year.

= B
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Freedom: A Shared Dream
Winning Design

FreedomSculpture.org

In early November 2015, Farhang Foundation was thrilled to announce
the winning design of Freedom: A Shared Dream by world-renowned
artist, architect, and engineer Cecil Balmond, OBE.

This sculpture honors the ideals of Cyrus the Great, who endorsed
fundamental human rights, such as religious and personal freedom. It is
made of two cylinders, an inner gold cylinder and an outer silver cylinder
with universal prime numbers. When asked how he would demonstrate
the ideals of Cyrus the Great in the sculpture, Balmond responded:
“The values of Cyrus the Great are a message for all time for all people.
The declaration of human rights is a precious jewel for humanity, and |
conceived the sculptfure as such, a golden freasure (the inner cylinder)
buried within the surface silver, the appearance of our lives.”

Once completed, the sculpture will be gifted o the city of Los Angeles
by Farhang Foundation on behalf of all Iranians, and it will be unveiled
in the summer of 2017 on Santa Monica Boulevard in Century City during
an official ceremony. We would like to thank all our supporters, judges,
and city officials who continue to support this historic project.

To learn more about the

project and how you can
help support it, please visit
FreedomSculpture.org
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2015 AFI Film Fest

In our continuing efforts fo promote Iranian films to the community at large, in 2015 Farhang Foundation
joined forces with the prestigious American Film Institute at the 2015 AFI Fest. Two critically acclaimed Iranian
films (Nahid and Paradise) were showcased at this year's fesfival. Both films atfracted packed audiences and
were praised for their artistic plots and cinematography.

PACSA, in collaboration with Farhang Foundation, proudly
presented an evening of musical enchantment with Sibarg
Ensemble, a contemporary Iranian band based in Orange County.

The screening of Paradise was followed by a Q&A with director Sina Ataeian Dena and producer Amir Hamz. " - A n T ossico T
L 5 &
The AFI Fest is annually attended by an estimated 80,000 audience members and is the premier festival of M IO CET WS 10 celebrate Fersian classicd, TRISelIe.

foreign-language films in the United States. S i b O r

E ns e b | e Hesam Abedini formed Sibarg in 2008 while studying in the Tehran
( O n C e r'l': University School of Music. Since its inception, the group has

regularly performed around the world. The current “ensemble”

PerSK]n / JC]ZZ consists of Niloufar Shiri (kamancheh), Ebrahim Poustinchi (tar),

Kyle Motl (double bass), Josh Charney (piano), Arian Khoroushi

| m p rOV I S O TI O n (percussion), with Hesam Abedini as the vocalist.

and contemporary Jazz music. Sibarg is one of the forerunners of
the modern Iranian Jazz movement, well known for the unique
way it fuses Western Jazz with fraditional Iranian music.

R Fosdation is proud o suppon AFIFEST
ol ebation of Iranian fiinu a8 this year's festival

BRIFEST — 22
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PACSA 4TH ANNIVERSARY: '

A CELEBRATION OF MUSIC, FOOD &
IRANIAN-TROJAN ACHIEVEMENTS

Farhang Foundation was pleased to support the annual celebration of
Iranian Trojan Achievements hosted by USC’s Persian Academic and
Cultural Student Association (PACSA). The event celebrated the past
year's achievements, including the thriving Iranian Studies minor program
at USC, as well as PACSA's contfinued growth. The evening was highlighted
by a musical performance by the talented Sina Salimi, along with a satirical
talk by the renowned writer and journalist, Ebrahim Nabavi.
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: 2 }_- |- ® Ii‘ Farhang's Generations Council, dedicated to ‘ \
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y 4 '1_ Bootsy Bellows club. The event was another fun

networking opportunity for young professionals and &
featured comedy by the one and only Tehran, music “ \
by DJ Kabo, dancing, and delicious Persian Cuisine!
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3rd Annual Celebration of Shab-e Yalda

For the third year in a row, Farhang Foundation celebrated Shab-e Yalda (winter solstice)
with a sold-out crowd. The celebration, held on Saturday, December 12, 2015, at the
Moss Theater in Santa Monica, showcased an incredible group of artists.

The Hamid Saeidi and Mehrdad Arabi Ensemble performed a fascinating program,
Badeh Va Taraneh (a sing-along of the most beloved Iranian songs of all time).
This memorable night brought back many memories and many smiles.

The one and only Gordafarid mesmerized the crowd with her beautiful storytelling and the
recounting of the history of Yalda. The sublime vocalist Farimah Shahraz continued to enliven
the memories with her soulful voice. A surprise guest, the soulful and beloved Arash Avin,
joined Ms. Shahraz for a magnificent duet that brought the crowd to their feet. The celebration
concluded with delicious Yalda delights such as pomegranate, Ash-e Reshte, and Ajil Shirin.



REZA DEGHATI

The Power of
Photography
for Humanity

USC'’s Persian Academic and Cultural
Student Association (PACSA) and
Farhang Foudnation presented
an insightful and riveting talk by
world-renowned photographer
and explorer Reza Deghati, who
discussed the power of visual media
and their effect on social change
and humanity's perspective. The
talk was followed by a very special
workshop and portfolio review for
aspiring photographers, which
provided a once-in-a-lifetime

opportunity to have Reza Deghati

review and comment on their works.

USC's Middle East Studies Program presented two lectures as part of the USC
Dornsife-Farhang Foundation Iranian Studies Initiative distinguished lecture series.

Dr. Homid Naficy, professor of Radio-Television-Film and the Sheikh Hamad bin
Khalifa al-Thani Professor in Communications at Northwestern University, presented
insightful and riveting talks on the history of Iranian cinema fitled Iranian Post-
Revolution Cinema: From Iconoclasm to Global Cinema and Iran’s Mediatic
Public Diplomacy with the West: War by Other Means.

The lecture series aims to bring academic experts in Iranian culture, art, and history
fo USC to engage the community and share Iranian culture.

Mohsen Makhmalb
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Iranian Post-Revolution Cinema: Iran’s Mediatic Public Diplomacy With The West:
From Iconoclasm to Global Cinema War by Other Means

USCDornsife

Middle East Studies Program
35
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8th ANNUAL
NOWRUZ CELEBRATION AT LACMA

Farhang Foundation’s 8th Annual Nowruz (the Iranian New Year) Celebration, in
collaboration with LACMA, was Farhang's largest Nowruz celebration ever. This year
the Nowruz Celebration was attended by an estimated 20,000 visitors, making it one
of the largest single-day events in LACMA history! The event was featured in numerous
publications and in media platforms including NBC News. It is the largest celebration of
Nowruz in the United States.

The Norwuz Celebration included a traditional Haft-Sin display, Saaz-O-Dohol musicians,
and traditionally garbed dancers entfertaining throughout the day. The delightful 3rd
Annual Costume Parade was a feast for the eyes, offering viewers a spectacular procession
of children and adults in colorful Iranian costumes.

One of the many highlights of the day included the world premiere of Mamak Khadem'’s
Whispers of Spring, a glorious musical journey that shared the hopeful message of spring
from the length and breadth of the Silk Road. The show featured traditional musical
instruments, dance, the Navaii women's choir, and a charming children’s choir.

The day'’s festivities also included varied children’s programming, including arts and crafts
and an interactive musical program by the delightful Ziba Shirazi. The day was capped
off with a live outdoor concert by the evolutionary force in contemporary Middle Eastern
music, Niyaz, featuring Azam Ali. The concert was attended by over 4,000 music lovers.

Since 2009 Farhang Foundation has hosted a public celebration of the Iranian New Year,
attracting visitors from diverse ethnic backgrounds including the sizable Iranian American
community in Los Angeles. Beginning in 2017, this annual celebration will move to its new
home at UCLA's Royce Hall and the surrounding grounds.

39






2016 Nowruz Celebration
at UC Irvine

Celebrating the Iranian New Year (Nowruz) in Orange County has
become one of Farhang Foundation’s most popular fraditions. This year,
Farhang Foundation hosted a full day of Nowruz festivities at our new
home at UCI’s Claire Trevor School of the Arts, with nearly 1,200 guests
joining the celebration.

The program offered something for everyone, including a stunning
Nowruz Haft-Sin display, a Persian tea ceremony featuring traditional
sweefts, Saaz-O-Dohol musicians, and traditional Persian dancers
spreading music and cheer throughout the day.

Ziba Shirazi delighted children and adults with her interactive outdoor
musical performance. Undoubtedly, one of the highlights of the day was
Mamak Khadem's Orange County premiere of Whispers of Spring, which
was attended by a sold-out audience in the Claire Trevor Theatre.
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IRAN'S POST-SANCTIONS ECONOMY: - - —
CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES Iranian Mural Design Competition

Farhang Foundation was proud fo sponsor
USC's Persian Academic and Cultural Student
Association (PACSA) special lecture by Dr.
Hashem Pesaran, who delivered his assessment
of the current situation of Iran’s economy and
its prospects following the headline-making
nuclear deal. The lecture was a necessary and
timely addition fo the discourse surrounding the
potentialities and opportunities lying ahead for
an economy some call the largest untouched
emerging market in the world.

- e ‘?-'..}'- ) &

Farhang Foundation joined forces with Beautify Earth and called upon aspiring and veteran artists worldwide to
submit original designs that conceptualize aspects of Iranian culture. Over 100 artists participated in this competition.
The winning designs will be considered as the central artwork featured on a series of murals in prominent areas of
Los Angeles. The competition offered contestants a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to be a vital part of Farhang
Foundation’s efforts fo celebrate Iranian art and culture with the Los Angeles community at large. The winning designs
will be announced and unveiled in late 2016.
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Iran Through Books atf the 2016
L.A. Times Festival of Books at USC

For the second consecutive year, and thanks to the tremendous support of generous donors who participated in our
special crowdfunding campaign, Farhang Foundation was once again able fo present Iran Through Books at the
counftry’s largest book fair, attended by over 40,000 visitors. The two-day event was free to the public and helped give
presence to Iranian books as well as books about Iran and/or by Iranian authors. Farhang'’s participation aimed to
celebrate books and promote reading as a gateway to bring harmony and understanding to our diverse community
in Los Angeles and Southern Cadlifornia. The event was highlighted by distinguished visiting authors and artists including
Mehdi Kashani, Kurosh Valanejad, Sheefeh Khalili, Karl Alistaetter, Touraj Daryaee, and Randy Rogel.



Global Impact of
Contemporary Iranian Art

FARHANG

WINDATION

Iranian Music Workshop (Tasnif)
by Kourosh Taghavi

Renowned Iranian  musician  Kourosh
Taghavi, faculty member of San Diego State
University, held a workshop that provided
an expressive outlet to those who enjoy

Persian classical music.

During the event, students gained insight
info the history of Persian classical music
and learned parts of the Radif, including
how to differentiate between Dastgdhs
by playing and singing in different modes
together, better known as Tasnif-khaani.
The event was organized by PACSA and
sponsored by Farhang Foundation.



2016 UCLA GELEBRATION

of |RANIAN GINEMA

The UCLA Celebration of Iranian Cinema, now in its 27th year of
celebrating the best in Iranian cinema, was once again attended by a
record-breaking audience over a three-week period. Farhang Foundation
was proud to once again be the sole sponsor of this amazing program.
The series, curated by the UCLA Fim & Television Archives, kicked off
with the sold-out Los Angeles premiere of Two, the directorial debut by
renowned actress Soheila Golestani. Golestani was the guest of honor on
opening night, which was followed by a special VIP reception that took
place in the Hammer Museum's Ammo and featured a Persian-inspired
menu and refreshments.

This year celebrated a new field of surprising developments and diverse
talents, who fused social concerns and private fascinations with expert
filmmaking. The lineup included films by established filmmakers as well
as emerging artists. Along with Soheila Golestani, several other featured
directors, actors, and scholars made personal appearances, including
Dr. Homid Naficy, Alireza Rasissian, Roya Teimoorian, Zamani Esmati, and
Behtash Sanaeeha. Other films screened during the series included The
Sale, Time to Love, The Man Who Became a Horse, Nahid, Judgement Day,
The Cow, Wednesday, May 9, Hadji Sha, Risk of Acid Rain, and Avalanche.
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Maryam Mirbagheri, aka “Maryama,”
headlined a nostalgic night of jazz-pop
and soul arrangements of famous Persian
songs at USC's Tommy's Place. The event
was organized by USC's PACSA and
sponsored by Farhang Foundation.
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Farhang Foundation and the Jordan Center for Persian Studies hosted a special book signing and poetry reoéﬁr‘]g event
with author Sheida Mohamadi, Poet in Residence at the Jordan Center for Persian Studies.

Her latest book, I Blink, And You Are A Peacock, featured her latest series of poems. The event was capped off with a
special performance by cello maestro Homayoun Khosravi. :

Farhang Sources of Funds
2015 - 2016

OO TR TN

$1,540,239

Please consider financially supporting us
with a tax-deductible donation at:

Farhang.org/Donate

After all, it is our farhang...

Contributions received within Farhang’s
fiscal year of April 1, 2015, to March 31, 2016.
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Qur Team

Board of Trustees

Ali C. Razi - Chairman

Mark Amin - Vice Chairman
Ahmad Gramian - Vice Chairman
Farhad Mohit - Vice Chairman
Hormoz Ameri

Michael Amin

Dariush Gabbay

Shazad Ghanbari

Ron Mavaddat

Dr. Aria Mehrabi

Shulamit Nazarian

Anoosheh M. Oskouian

Dr. Hooshang Pak

Andrew Tavakoli

Management Team

Alireza Ardekani - Executive Director
Hassan Izad - Chief Financial Officer

Tannaz Guivi - Project Supervisor

Pariya B. Tehrani - Event & Development Associate
Haydeh Shirmohammadi - Special Projects Director

Eric Anvari - Secretary
Sara Alvarez - Deputy Secretary

David W. Newman - Legal Counsel (Pro Bono)

Advisory Committee

Janet Afary - University of California Santa Barbara
Elizabeth Carter - University of California Los Angeles
Fereshteh Daftari - Independent Scholar and Curator
Touraj Daryaee - University of California Irvine

Layla Diba - Independent Scholar and Curator

Hossien Farmani - Lucie Foundation, Founder & President
Ahmad Karimi-Hakkak - University of Maryland

Arash Khazeni - Pomona College

Linda Komaroff - Los Angeles County Museum of Art
Afshin Matin-Asgari - California State University Los Angeles
Sheida Mohamadi - Poet in Residence at UC Irvine

Shirin Neshat - Modern Art

Nasrin Rahimieh - University of California Irvine
Shardad Rohani - COTA Symphony Orchestra — Los Angeles
Kourosh Taghavi - Namad Ensemble

Farhang Councils

Fine Arts Council

Amirali Angha - Chair

Sunny Nassim - Vice Chair

Ati Nazari-Farmani - Vice Chair
Sara Alvarez - Secretary

Fariba Ameri - Member
Firouzeh Ameri - Member
Haleh Gabbay - Member
Shazad Ghanbari - Member, Trustee
Roshi Rahnama - Member

Ali C. Razi - Member, Trustee
Anousheh Razi - Member

Katy Saei - Member

Homa Taraji - Member

Fariba Vesali - Member

Generations Council

Amir Hemmat - Chair

Ali Fakhari - Vice Chair
Parmis Khatibi - Vice Chair
Hormoz Ameri - Trustee
Maryam Gueramian - Member
Aurian Khajehnouri - Member
Saman Mazaheri - Member
Kamran Mirrafati - Member
Sina Mobasser - Member
Amir Ardalan Razi - Member
Naseem Sagati - Member

UCLA Council

Mark Amin - Member, Trustee
Michael Amin - Member, Trustee
Ahmad Gramian - Member, Trustee
Farhad Mohit - Member, Trustee

Ali C. Razi - Member, Trustee

Iranian Studies Councill

Haleh Emrani - Chair

Farrok Yazdi - Vice Chair

Amir Aalam - Member

Akbar Azad - Member

Farnaz Azmoodeh - Member
Siavash Dejgosha - Member
Mahta Emrani - Member

Ali Fakhari - Affiliate Member
Ahmad Gramian - Member, Trustee
Hassan Izad - Member, CFO

Ron Mavaddat - Member, Trustee
Shahrzad Morshed - Member
Michael Saei - Member

Orange County Councill

Tannaz “Tawny"” Mazarei - Chair
Dariush Rachedi - Vice Chair
Marjaneh Afkhami - Member
Shazad Ghanbari - Member, Trustee
Gilda Gilak - Secretary

Fariba Hezar - Member

Saman Jilanchi - Member

Assad Kazeminy - Member

Sharo Khastoo - Member

Sidney Mehrdady - Member
Anoosheh M. Oskouian - Member, Trustee
Fae Truth - Member

Patron Council

Abdi Rais - Chair

Farhad Bahar - Vice Chair
Pouria Abbassi - Member

Nazfar Afshar - Member

Babak Akhavan - Member

Philip Cohanim - Member

Avi Cohen - Member

Ahmad Gramian - Member, Trustee
Afshin Kateb - Member

Reza Momeni - Member

Hadi Morshed - Member

Ali C. Razi - Member, Trustee
Hormoz Shon Saleh - Member
Sohinaz Sotoudeh - Member
Mehrnoush Yazdanyar - Member

Persian Philosophy &
Literature Councill

Houshang Dadgostar - Chair

Hirad Dadgostar - Member

Shazad Ghanbari - Member, Trustee
Amir Kakhsaz - Member

Ali Akbar Kolahi - Member

Farhad Mohit - Member, Trustee
Anoosheh M. Oskouian - Member, Trustee
Ali C. Razi - Member, Trustee

Sepand Samzadeh - Member
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Patrons & DONOrS 2015 - 2016 Contributors

Diamond Patfrons
$50,000+

Mark Amin
Ali C. and Anousheh Razi
Ali Salkhi

Platinum Patrons
$20,000 - $49,999

Hormoz and Fariba Ameri
Houshang and Yassaman Dadgostar
Dariush and Haleh Gabbay
Shazad and Parisima Ghanbari
Ahmad Gramian and Haleh Emrani
Mehran and Nahid Mavaddat
Maximum Difference Foundation
Dr. Aria Mehrabi

Farhad and Nushin Mohit

Shulamit Nazarian

Dr. Hooshang and Maryam Pak
Anoosheh and Alan Oskouian
Andy and Ida Saberi

Michael and Katy Saei

Tarki Family

Andrew and Nazy Tavakoli

Farshid Zanjani

Gold Patrons
$10,000 - $19,999

Akbar and Mandana Azad
Bita Daryabari

Morteza Ejabat

George and Marcela Pearson
Ali Akbar and Flora Kolahi
Pedram and Jacquelyn Mizani
Hadi and Shahrzad Morshed
Neda Nobari Foundation
Fariba and Ramin Rostami
Sam Tavakoli

Wells Fargo Bank

Farrok and Mahvash Yazdi

Silver Patrons
$5,000 - $9,999

Marjaneh Afkhami

Nader Afshar

Nooshi Akavan

Fred (Manouchehr) and Firouzeh Ameri
Ali and Mojgan Amin

Abdolkarim Aminian

Amirali and Nazanin Angha

Bank of America

BBCN Bank

Ati Nazari Farmani and Mason Farmani
The Jalali Family Foundation

Saman Jilanchi

Sharo Khastoo

Tannaz Mazarei

Merrill Lynch

Mike Mirahmadi

Sunny Nassim

Paramount Farms

Majid Saffarzadeh and Marjan Motie
Hormoz and ZaZa Saleh

Frederick and Laurie Smith

Bronze Patrons
$2,500 - $4,999

Farnaz Azmoodeh

Buchalter Nemer

Comerica Bank

Hirad Dadgostar

Mahta Emrani

Erich Ferrari

First Credit Bank

Fariba Hezar

Payam Jarrahnejad and Amy Yaghmai
John & Hilda Arnold Foundation
Assad Kazeminy

Mehraban and Taraneh Khajehnouri
Sidney Mehrdady

Nossaman LLP

Soheil Rabbani

Dari and Sarvenaz Rachedi

Roshi Rahnama and Keyhan Shakib
Cyrus Razmara

Thomas Saberi

Sepand Samzadeh

Hamy Sharifi

Homa Taragiji

Shahab Tehrani and Nazila Habibizad
Alan and Fae Truth

Fariba Vesali

Patrons
$1,000 - $2,499

Pari Abasalti Mirhashem
Hamid Habib Agahi
Farhad Alavi

Marjan Alavi

Keyvan Ardalan

Farshid Ariz

Maryam Arjimand
Mahnaz Azimi

Farhad Bahar

Jacklin Bahramy

Laleh Bardi

Hale and Pasha Behzadi
Hassan and Shayesteh Behzadi
California Bank & Trust
Haijir and Kaori Dadgostar
Darioush

East West Bank Foundation
Ali and Mahi Fakhari
Roshanak Farhat

Farideh Farrohi

Yasmine Fattahi

Kristin Garemani

Reza Golkar, MD

The Gragg Company
Edwin Hausmann

Ferry Hedayati

Keon Hedayati

Amir and Sheba Hemmaft
Hassan and Carol Izad
Mahmood (Jay) Jazayeri
Mehrdad and Mojgan Karian
Aurian Khajehnouri

Alexander Khalessi

Iraj Khalkhali

Parmis Khatibi

Peter Lefevre

Madison Partners

Poopak Maftoon-Kabir
Behrouz and Minoo Mahbouby-Fard
Shahram Maghameh

Nooshin Malakzad

Payman Malaz

Mehran and Roya Mashayekh
Nooshin and Yar Meshkaty
Manijeh Messa

Hassan and Mahvash Milani
Parvane Mirahmadi

Kamran and Mahta Mirrafati
Mitchell Gold + Bob Williams
Naseem Moalej

Ramin Monshizadeh
Alexander Moradi
Manouchehr Moshayedi

Alex Morshed

Zahra Movaghar-Tabibzadeh
Arash Naghdi

Robert and Aida Naraghi
Fred Nowroozi

Sara Pak

Phoenix House of California, Inc.
Amir Ardalan Razi

Mahshid Hashemi Razi

Shari Rezai

Michael Saboorian

Amir Sadari

Flora Sadeghi

Maryam Sadeghy

Pegah Sadr

Sohrab Saidi

Jahandar Saleh

Nejat and Homa Sarshar
Abbas Satrap

Jan and Michael Schau
Hooshang and Elaheh Semnani
Mitra Shahi

Mohsen Sharif

Mike Shayestehfar

Dariush and Haydeh Shirmohammadi

Hushmand Sohaili

Mandana Soleimani

Sohinaz Sotoudeh

Samaneh Tahbazof

Mark Tissing and Shokou Najaf Nejad
Mark Vakili

Joan Valanejad

WD Land

Sandra Yadegar

Farhad Yassini

Negin Rostami Yassini

Yazdanyar Law Offices

Zions Management Services Company

Friends of Farhang
Up to $999

Parastou Abedi
Manush Agahi
Michelle Akbari
Andres and Sara Alvarez
Azadeh Ardakani
Mohmoodreza Banki
Amir Batouli

Edmond Berookhim
Avi and Sandra Cohen
Sohrab Chamanara
Dorita Sabety Delijani
Shideh Diani

Neda Farid

Maryam Fotouhi
Soleiman Gabbay
Shahriyar Ghanbari
Gilda Gilak

Dr. Kathy Gohar

Paniz Golkar

Cyrus Habiib

Latifeh Hagigi

Mac Hashemian
Nahid Kamali

Pegah Kamrava
Sanjay Kaul

Wahideh Khaleeli
Fereshteh Khatibi
Hassan Kheradmandan

Shokoufeh Khozein
Fahimeh Lessani
Yassmin Manuchehri
Kamran Matin

Farnaz Mehran

Zohreh Mizrahi

Reza Momeni
Homayoon Sean Moshiri
Akhtar Motamedi

Leila Nilipour

Ardeshir and Roshan Nozari
Sheila Parsa

Shireen Rafat

Abdi and Desiree Rais
Ramineh, Fani & Nowakhtar, Rashidi, LLP
Gitty Rassouli

Shirine Reza

Maijid Sabourian
Naseem Sagafi

Dana Samet

Sepideh Samzadeh
Zohreh Tamijidi

Farnoosh Tinoosh
Mahsan Yazdi
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Special Thanks

Sponsors

20th Century Fox

Aaran Gallery

Negar Ahkami

Alex & Ani Fashin Jewelry
American Idol

Arbonne Skincare and Spa
Azad USA

Jacklin Bahramy
Bayside Restaurant
BBCN Bank

Amir Behroozi

Beverly Wilshire Hotel
Bonhams

Brooks Brothers

Chahab Tayfeh-Mohajer
Curtis Dahl Photography
Dadgostar Law, LLP
Shahla Dadsetan
Darioush

Kamran Diba

Dluxuries

Dyptique Larchemont
Village

Ehya Design Studio
Etihad Airways
Everyday Flowers
Faconnable Beverly Hills
Fendi Beverly Hills

First Financial Capital

Fletcher Jones
Mercedes Benz

Four Seasons Hotel New York
Gearys Beverly Hills

Gibson Overseas, Inc.
Goharbin/LA Diamond
Tannaz Guivi

Nargess Hamzianpour
House of Bijan

Hirbod Human

Meg Jalali

Jewels by Alan
Jonathan Adler

Jumirah at Efihad Towers

Kathy Gohar Beverly Hills
Cosmetic & Laser Center

Kinara Skin Care Clinic
and Spa

Wahideh Khaleeli
Le Jardin Prive

Le Papillon by Naz
Leila Heller Gallery

Los Angeles Chamber
Orchestra

Fasha & Fariba Mahjoor
Mehrdad & Nancy Mavadat
Dr. Aria Mehrabi

Maryam Shahbazi Jewels
Missing Ingredient

Mitchell Gold + Bob Williams
Montage Laguna Beach
Sunny Nassim

Naz & Jaz Beverly Hills

Neda Nobari Foundation
Negarin London

Neiman Marcus, Beverly Hills

Neiman Marcus,
Newport Beach

Newport Beach
Skincare Center

Pacific Symphony

Dr. Hooshang Pak
Paramount Farms
Pargari Design Inc.
Pars Equality Center
Persian Tradition Wine
Printfup Press & Graphics
Pure Fix Cycles
Rassouli Art Studio
Shari Rezai

Saint John's Pharmacy

Salvatore Ferragamo,
Beverly Hills

Santa Maria Novella, Los
Angeles

Shilla Hekmat Music
Academy

Shulamit Nazarian

Sobini Films

Spago, Beverly Hills
Stefano Ricci, Beverly Hills
Stratham Homes

The Gragg Company
Ardie & Tania Tavangarian
Turkish Airlines

Ultimate Image Printing
Uniquities, Beverly Hills
Vanghu Fedhri, LLC

Village Nurseries Landscape
Center, Huntington Beach

Wells Fargo Bank
Wolfgang Puck (Spago BH)
Wonderful Pistachios
Farrok & Mahvash Yazdi
Your Car Our Driver

Zeel Massage on Demand
Ziba Jewelry

Zodax

Individuals &
Organizations

670 AM KIRN Radio Iran
AAA Flag & Banner

Pari Abasalti Mirhashem
Mitra Abazari

Ervand Abrahamian

AFl Fest

Bahram Afshar

Kooshy Afshar

Danny Akhavan
Michael Alexander

Azam Ali

Renee Almassizadeh
Karl Altstaetter
Fariba Ameri

Max Amini

Ammo Café

Mark Anderson
Mehrdad Arabi
Arash Media Production
Jahanshah Ardalan
Arash Avin

Mehdi Bagheri

Cecil Balmond
Didem Basar-Kanun
Beautify Earth

Chef Thomas Bellec
Beverly Wilshire Hotel
Beyond The Bell
Laurie Brand

Ariana Bundy

Jane Burrel

Butimar Production
Heather Cain

Casablanca Entertainment
Services

James Claytor
Philip & Josian Cohanim

Corporate Printing &
Design Graphics

Craft & Folk Arf Museum
Dan Crotty

Parisa Daneshvar
Dr. Touraj Daryaee
Dick Davis
Matthew Davis
Reza Deghati
Nader Delnavaz
Digital Verite
Dilani Group

DJ KABO

Gabiriel Either

Vivian Ekchian

El Rodeo School

Zia Erfanian

Tanya Evanson

Events by Shideh
Ex-Consultants Agency
Dana Farahani

Mitra Farahani
Naghmeh Farahmand
Amir Faress

Farshad Farnaghi
Anahita Ferasat

Firuze Dance Troupe
Flipagram

Dr. Robyn Friend
Haleh Gabbay

The Getty Center
Hoori Ghahremani
Maryam Ghanbarzadeh
Gilda Gilak

Giovanna Joyve Imbesi
Soheila Golestani
Gordafarid

Patricia Gorman
Grand Performances
Talinn Grigor

Arya Group

H. Wood Group

Dr. Latifeh Hagigi
Leigh Ann Hahn
Bonnie Hall

Rubik Harutyunyan
Kristy Hatton
Hawthorne School
Alireza Hekmatshoar
Hermés Beverly Hills
Hipcook

Iranshahr Magazine
Carol Izad

Sam Javadi

Javanan International
Weekly Magazine

Miles Jay

Jodari Production
KAJART

Linda Kamaroff
Mehdi Kashani
Shannon Kelly
Ketab Corp
Mamak Khadem
Dr. Hani Khafipour
Aurian Khajehnouri
Bijan Khalili
Sheefteh Khalili
Vafa Khatami
Firoozeh Khatibi

Khayam Persian School
Foundation

Morteza Khoshgoo

Arezoo Koochakan
LACMA

Langham Huntington Hotel
WAUND)

Le Jardin Privet

Christie Lesinski

Leonard Lewinshon

Paul Malcom

Rana Mansour

Marquez Elementary
Charter School

Maryama Band
Vandad Massahzadeh
Nooshin Meshkaty

Mitchell Silberberg &
Knupp LLP

Marjaneh Moghimi
Sahba Motallebi
Makiko Murdochowicz
Ebrahim Nabavi

Dr. Hamid Naficy
Marlon Naidoo

The Navaii Choir

Navid Negahban
Shirin Neshat

New Roads School
David W. Newman

Dr. Peyman Nojoumian
Keyvon Nowroozi
Hossein Omoumi
PACSA

Patina Group

Dr. John Perry

Persian Tradition Wine
Dr. Hashem Pesaran
Dr. Nahid Pirnazar
Pixsoul Inc.

Ernesto Portillo

Printup Press and Graphics
Promotional Graphics
Radisson Newport Beach
Rah-e Zendegi Magazine
Alireza Raissian
Satnam Ramgoftra
Shabnam Rezaei

Shari Rezai

Roberts Catering
Arash Rod

Darya Rod

Ruben Rojas

Tamila Rokhideh
Gevorg Rostomyan
Rouge

Guity Rouhani

Neda Rouhani

Roxie PR

Hamid Saeidi

Sina Salimi

Behtash Sanaeeha
Sina Sarlak

Parviz Sayyad

Scoft Schaefer

Maryam Seyhoun
Seyhoun Art Gallery
Shideh Shahrais
Farimah Shahraz
Mogjan Shajarian
Niloufar Shiri
Farangis Siahpour
Sibarg Ensemble
Bennet Simpson
Nurit Smith

STAR INC.

Balmont Studio
Ryan Szanyi

Reilly T. Bates
Behzad Tabatabai
Atta Tarki

Ardeshir Tavangarian
Paul Tidwell

Mark Tissing & Shokou Najafnejad

Loga Ramin Torkian
T.J. Troy

UCI Claire Trevor School of the Art
UCLA Film & Television Archive
Ultimate Image Printing

University of California Irvine
University of California Los Angeles
University of Southern California

Farid Vagefi Nazari
Kurosh Valanejad
Violet Events
Westgroup Design
Catherine Williamson
Ali Zamani Esmati
Farid Zekri

Zodax

Mehdi Zokaei
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THANK YOU!

to Our Volunteers

Melika Abikenar
Negar Afsharian
Sahra Agharezaei
Parastoo Alipour
Paria Alipour

Maral Amani
Yeganeh Amini

Paniz Arab

Gabriella Arbabi
Pariya Kayla Asemanfar
Azar Asgari

Rose Atarodi
Roozbeh Bargeshady
Jessica Behmanesh
Marc Cireno

Akabi Danielian
Mahsa Defaee

Geoffrey Denison
Nadia Ehshraghi
Zia Erfanian
Neda Farid
Katie Farr
Naseem Fazeli
Roy Ferrentino
Nedda Gilani
Moojan Habibi
Avideh Haghighi
Tina Halabian
Maryam Hanser
Biyana Hartouni
Farzaneh Horriat
Ashkan Hosseini
Sona Hosseini
Niloufar Irani

Neekta lzadian

Tina Javanbakht
Taraneh Kashani
Aurian Khajehnouri
Bahareh Kharrazi
Miroosh Khechatourian
Rory MacDonald
Mehrdad Mahdavi
Amin Mahmoodi
Sara Meshkanian
Denise Miresmaili
Sara Mirtorabi

Zohre Moeineddin
Ashkan Mofidi
Golnaz Mohebbi
Atefeh Momeni
Kambiz Mondegari
Kamran Mondegari
Nima Moravedge Torbaty
Parish Moravedge Torbaty
Kaveh Mostafazadeh
Nicole Motamed
Jason Naderi
Mahshid Naderi
Khashayar Nasrieh
Niyaz Navidi

Ladan Nejad
Naseem Niktash
Amin Nilchian

Targol Parsa

Rayan Parto

Hosain Pazooki
Farinaz Pir Shirazi
Dana Poostchi
Mahdi Rafati

Behnia Rahmati
Bahareh Ramezani

NelgeliNeNallell
Shahrzad Razi
Moojan Rezvan
Nadia Rod
Mojgan Rouhani
Simon Sabir
Leila Sadrieh
Sara Saedinia
Shadi Saeidi
Forouzandeh Safari
Kaveh Sedehi

Haideh Shams Hakimi

Arman Sharif
Ardeshir Shojaee
Harkawal Singh Rai
Sara Tabanmanesh
Marjan Tehrani
Namita Thakker
Shayan Torabi
Sara Vanaki
Meldoy Vasseghi
Teylor White

Farin Yazdani
Farnoush Yazdani
Tannaz Zandi

Elnaz Zarghami
Sharareh Zerang

How You Can Help

We are always looking to expand the Farhang Foundation family.
If you are interested in joining our efforts, here are some of the ways

you can help:

DONATE

financially to support our programs

VOLUNTEER

your fime and talents

SIGN UP

for our email newsletter

ATTEND

our events with friends and family

visit Farhang.org to find out more!
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