NATIVE AFFAIRS.

Information contained in Report

of Director of Native Affairs

for the Twelve Months ended
30th June, 1957.
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Native Affairs— Annual Report of Director of Native Affairs for the
Year ended 30th June, 1957.

Sm,—I have the honour to submit the Annual
Report under ‘“The Aboriginals Preservetion
and Protection Acts, 1939 to 1946,”" and *‘The
Torres Strait Islonders Acts, 1939 to 1946, for
the year ended 30th June, 1957,

PeruvaTion.
Aboriginals .- . .. oo 9,957
Half-bloods . .. .. .. 1,133
Torres Btrait Iala.nders 6,084

In addition there are 20,000 non-controlled
people of mixed blood residing in various areas
throughout the State,

In the absence of a recent census the above-
menticned figures have been estimated on
information furnished and based on local know-
ledge and records.

It will be seen from the figures quoted that
the population of Government Settlements and
Church Missions maintaing the level of previous
years, namely 46 per cent. On these Institn-
tions the figures are overall and inelude the
personnel in outside employment, Those natives
residing in towns and districts outside Settle-
ments and Missions, who represent the higher
percentage of the population are capable of
regular employment and the maintenance of
their {amilies.

Similarly when assessing the Torres Strait
Istand population those working on the main-
land are taken into consideration.

There are four Government Settlements and
twelve Chureh Missions and the areas and
approximate population of these reserves are:—

Torres
—_ Established, Area. Full-blcod. | Half-tlood. | _ Strait Total,
Islanders.
Acrea,

Cape York Government Settlement 1948 97,620 170 29 357 558
Cherbourg Government Settlement 1904 26,765 147 898 o 1,045
Palm Jaland Government Settlement 1618 15,5610 656 729 .. 1,384
Woorabinda Government Seottloment . 1927 54,800 461 258 - 719
Edward River Mission {Church of England) 1936 554,880 286 1 286
Lockhart River Mission (Church of England) 1924 588,400 317 6 323
Mitchell River Mission (Church of England) 1917 816,320 708 23 731
Yarrabah Mission {Church of England) 1892 39,710 154 675 829
Anrukun Mission {Presbyterian) .. 1904 1,218,000 630 . 830
Mapoon Mission (Presbyterian) . 1891 2,140,800 123 176 290
Mornington Island Mission (Presbytenan) 1914 245,120 355 45 400
Weipe Mission (Presbyterian) . 1898 1,800,000 159 . 159
Doomadgee Mission (Brethren) .. 1931 260,480 311 54 - 365
Hammond Island Mission (Roman Catho]w) 1929 3,660 . .. 103 103
Hope Vale Mission (Lutheran) 1949 257,200 189 152 .- 341
Mona Mona Mission (Seventh Day Adventlst) 1913 4,318 213 112 325
Count.ry Reserves . .. .- . 5,080 3,975 . 9,055
Torres Strait Islands .. . . .. 5,624 5,624

. 7,721,683 9,957 7,133 6,084 23,174




PoLwey,

Throughout Australia it is very evident that
a keener appreciation of the future of the
native population is annually becoming mani-
fested.

Particularly in those organisations whose
philanthropie work brings them in close associa-
tion with the aboriginal problem is the necessity
for the greater uplift and encouragement of
the people towards their assimilation into the
white community evidenced. They appreciate
that there is no short eut to this assimilation.
Eduecation, encouragement and the creation of
a spirit of confidemee are the salient features
conducive to its achievement.

Since 1897 a poliey of preservation and pro-
tection has been maintained, In 1939 the
Queensland Government passed ‘‘The Aborig-
inals Preservation and Proteciion Act of 1939
which with amendments superceded the old 1897
Act.

This Aet indiecates the protective policy of
the State Government and the administrative
organisations provided in it.  Vigorously
implemented they have given to thiz State an
organisation effecting the preservation and pro-
tection of the people equal to any and surpassed
by none in the Commonwealth.

Queensland’s  aboriginal population still
covered by the provigions of the Aboriginals
Preservation and Protection Aets and “'The
Torres Stroit Islanders dct of 1939 total
approximately 23,000, of which 6,000 are Torres
Strait Islanders. These figures do not represent
the total of persons residing in Queensland and
possessed of a degree of aboriginal blood., The
Aboriginals Preservation and Protection Acts,
provide that Exemption Certificates may be
issued to people whose education and general
standard of living fit them to take their place
in the community. In effect these people have
so benefited by the protective provisions of the
Aets that they are now able to control their
own affairs. The number of such Exemption
Certificates issued last year totals 153.

Decision to issue Certificates of Exemption to
aboriginals and erogs-breeds is not lightly made.
For such issue there must be an appreciation of
the responsibility which devolves on the
recipient. In most cases that respomsibility is
sccepted. Where, however, circumstanees mili-
tate against the ability of an Exemption Certifi-
cate holder to make good of his own volition
without assistanee from the Department he is
readily accepted back into the ranks of pro-
tected people.

These exempted people are not tzken into
consideration when the quoted population was
assessed. By reason of certificates issued over
the years there would be in Queensland at least
20,000 such people possessing some degree of
aboriginal blood who are not snbject to the pro-
visions of the Acts in that they are capable of
caring for themselves and have become more or
less assimilated into the community in which
they live,

There still remains the 17,000 people of
aboriginal blood who must be assimilated in the
community. Within these 17,000 people are

groups of varying degrees of education. The
Church Missions of the Peninsula have 2
majority of full-bloods whose contact with white
eivilisation has been limited. The Aboriginal
Settlements of Palm Island, Cherbourg, and
Woorabinda are populated equally by full-
bloods and half-boods whose way of life is
moulded mainly on a white civilisation. This
latter presentsa the immediate problem of
assimilation.

The Queensland Government has concentrated
on the protection, preservation, education and
general uplift of this section to such extent that
to-day many of them have attained the maxi.
mum of training and education which the
Department can give,

That maximum has placed them in a position
where they are quite capable of taking their
place in & white eommunity as tradesmen and
labourers. With these particular people the
Departmental programme has been completed
and the opportunity now is for them to accept
their place, for which they have been trained,
in the white community. This education and
training has mot, however, totally solved their
problem. As a people they are ready for
assimilation. The next step towards such eould
easily be disheartening to them.

Therefore, the creation within them of a con-
fidence to step out into a new world is essent}a].
They must be assured of Departmental assist-
ance in their obtaining employment suited to
their qualifications. They must have the assur-
ance that the Department will likewise care for
their wives and children during the settling
down process away from the reserve which has
been their life home and they must be assured
that the white community within which they
will live and work will accept them as one of its
members.

‘Whereas we aim and work to have the abori-
ginal trained and educated to take thei.r place
in the white community, so must the white com-
munity be educated to its responsibility to accept
the aboriginal as a member of its community.

It is quite easy to become enthusiastic on the
subject of the rights of the aboriginal, but 1t
is mot so easy for the aboriginal to obtain the

benefits of those rights when granted him.

It is an undisputed fact that there is in all
white communities a degree of aversion to our
eoloured population.

To what extent that applies in this State, or
in the Commonwealth is immaterial.

The fact is that it is existent, and while it
remains, so the difficulties associated with the
assimilation of the trained and competent abor-
iginal into the white eommunity will continue.

Therefore, equally necessary with the education
of the aboriginal, is the education of the white
to enable assimilation to be achieved.

Our native people have the assurance that the
Queensland Government will help them in every
aspect along the road to assimilation and they
can justifiably feel that the influence of the
Queensland Government towards their accep-

_tance in the white community will bear fruit.



Thereafter they become ordinary citizens of
the State, fully equipped to aceept the responsi-
bility which such citizenship places upon them.

Briefly, therefore, this is the position in
which the Queensland Government finds itself
placed in the care and protection of its coloured
people. To those States which have not reached
the standards of pre-assimilation obtaining in
Queensiand this problem will inevitably come
and must be met on lines similar to those bemg
adopted in Queensland. Queensland’s experi-
ment, therefore, can reasonably be expected to
be watched by the whole of the Commonwealth,

In its programme for the advancement of the
aboriginal people the Queensland Government
provides finanee which can fairly be regarded as
generous. The total contribution for this year
by the State is £918,260. Included in this
figure is grants and other assistance to Church
Missions £138,225. The balance is absorbed
in the maintenance, education and training
of the people on Government Settlements at
Cherbourg, Woorabinda and Palm Island and
the administration of the Torres Strait area.

Included also is general relief to aged abor-
izinals not on Qovernment Settlements or
Church Missions and who are not eligible for
Commonwealth Age or Invalid Pensions.

~ On the Government Settlements and Church
Missions the training of the people comprises:—

(1) Primary State School education for
2,775 children to approximately Schol-
arship standard. An additional 13
children from Settlements and Missiong
are attending secondary schools at
Government cost.

(2}

and manual and rural training for
boys.

Training of native nurses.

(3)
(4)

Training of natives as artisans to be
employed in the various callings such
as carpenters, plumbers, saddlers, trac-
tor drivers, farm hands, clerks, store-
keepers, &c. Practically all native
stockmen employed on Government
Settlements have learned their work

on the Settlement,

Cattle raising aectivities on Government
Settlements are a remunerative under-
taking. Cherbourg and Woorabinda
carry approximately 6,000 head.

(5)

Thus against his expenditure aboriginals on
Government Settlements contribute from the
varipus trading activities established there in-
cluding the sales of cattle, pigs, grain crops, &e.,
and profits from the Retail Stores established
thereon, a total of £190,000.

1t is not to be assumed that every aboriginal
in Queensland is a charge against the taxpayer.
Approximately 46 per cent. of the aboriginals
reside on Government Settlements and Church
Missions, and are assisted by State and Church
funds. The balance reside in various locations
throughout the State and maintain themselves.
The 20,000 exempted aboriginals referred to

Training in domestic science for girls -

previously likewise maintain themselves. The
6,000 Torres Strait Islanders are similarly
independent of Government assistance other
than that provided to any white community.

The following figures show how erroneous is
any idea that the whole of the coloured people
still under the protection of the Acts are
indigent or homeless:—

£

Gross earnings by aboriginals, excludmg

Peninsula aboriginals .. 540,000
Gross earnings by Torres Strait Islanders

and Peninsula aboriginals 470,000
Savings Bank deposits by abongmals

exeluding Peninsula aboeriginals 425,510
Savings Bank deposits by Torres Btrait

Istanders and Peninsula aborigingls 398,240
Buvings Bank withdrawals by aboriginals

excluding Peninsula aboriginals 433,746
Bavings Bank withdrawals by Torres 8trait

Istanders and Peninsula aboriginals 413,668
Value of marine produce won by Torres

Strait Islanders off their own boats 159,257
Income from various industrial sonrces om

Government  Settlements including

cattle, retail stores, &e. .. 190,000

In the overall, therefore, it can be seen that
the Queensland Government is getting some-
where with its aboriginal problem. It has
established an administration aimed at the
uplift and advancement of the people, It is
slowly but surely assimilating the aboriginals
into the white community and is endeavouring
to ereate in them a spirit of industrial inde-
pendence and pride without which, as a race,
they can never succeed.

Bauxitg anp CaPE YORE PENINSULA.

Compared with what ean be regarded as a
handful of white inhabitants on Cape York
Peninsula between Cape York and Cocktown
there are approximately 3,000 aboriginals on
the various Mission Stations and the Govern-
ment Settlement at Bamaga.

The discovery of bauxite on the Presbyterian
Church Mission at Weipa is certain in the
very near future to drastically alter these
population figures, In June, 1955, a Geologist,
Mr. Harry Evans, on a general survey in the
Gulf country of Queensland discovered bauxite
deposits which now may be regarded as the
biggest and richest in the world.

Twelve months after the find at Weipa Mis-
sion, Consolidated Zine Company seni its
employees to the area to commence exploratory
and investigatory work. Most of the bauxite
deposits are on the west coast around Weipa
which is 400 air miles from Cairns and Pera
Head which is 30 miles south-west of Weipa.

Already the work being undertaken at Weipa
Mission is changing the whole outlook of this
Mission with its 159 people and is likewise
effecting the future of the twe other Presby-
terian Mission Stations, Mapoon and Aurukun.

It is feasible to imagine that the immensity
of the undertaking at Weipa Mission will com-
pel the removal of the Aboriginal Mission
Station and already the Presbyterian Church
Committee is examining the potentialities of
Aurukun Mission to enable the Weipa people to
be absorbed there.



Berial view of Welpa Mission, localion of bauxite deposiis,



It is not diffienlt to visnalise & modern fown-
ship of many thousands of white people sur-
planting Weipa Mission Station.

It will provide the aboriginals with oppor-
tunities for employment at a seale not previously
imagined. It will bring them in close touch
with a civilisation new and strange to them
and it should result in assimilation into the
community much faster than the Mission
and Government authorities had hitherto
anticipated.

In the overall, however, the aboriginal com-
munity will ultimately benefit in & manner not
previously visualised. That portion of North
Queensland previously regarded as practically
impossible of development will likewise benefit
to a degree difficult of assessment.

Ebucarion.

Education is generally based on the Depart-
ment of Public Instruction curriculum and pro-
vides for:—

() Primary education.

Attending Secondary Schools are six boys and
seven girls. During the current year one boy
and one girl passed the State Scholarship
examination -and proceeded to Secondary
Schools. : ‘

Michael Miller, a pupil of Mount Carmel Col-
lege, Charters Towers, was successful in sub-
senior and sits for the 1957 Senior Examination.

Veda Dinger, a 2l-year-old aboriginal girl,
from Woorabinda Settlement, is atiending the
Y. W.C.A, Leader Training Course, She is the
first aboriginal girl to do so, beginning her
training at Townsville and after attending the
Y. W.C.A. Bummer School at Toowoomba she is
continuing her studies at that centre, Towards
the end of this year she will proceed to Mel-
bourne for an intensive nine months course
which will fit her to occupy Secretarial or
administrative positions. As a Leader it is
hoped she will encourage other aboriginal girls
in YW.C.A. work.

Particulars of the children attending the

(b) Manual training. established primary schools are shown
(¢) Domestic seience. hereunder :—
ABORIGINAL BoBoo0IS.
Enrclment 31st March, 1957,
Desoription of School. Name.

Boya. Qirls, Tobal.

Settlement .. . Cherbourg 140 144 284
Settlement .. . Palm Island 148 131 279
Settlement .. +» | Woorabinda 93 22 185
Aborigi Migaion .. | Aurukun 66 58 124
Aboriginal Miasion . . | Doomadges .. 49 47 98
Aboriginal Mission Lockhart River 35 36 71
Aboriginal Misaion .. | Mapoon . 28 30 58
Aborigi Mission . | Mitchell River 34 58 90
Aboriginal Mission Mona Mona 44 39 83
Aboriginal Mission Hope Vale 41 38 77
Aboriginal Mission Mornington Island 62 61 163
Aboriginal Mission Edward River 21 14 36
Aboriginal Misgion Weipa .. 20 18 38
Aboriginal Mission Yarrabah 82 8h 187
Island Migsion St. Paul's (Mon Isln.nd) 32 30 82
Taland Miasion St. Michael's Convent (Palm Island) 56 44 100
Island Mission Hammond Island .. 19 17 34
Reserve Cowal Creek .. 18 26 44
Reserve Bamaga .. 35 26 61
Reserve . Red Island Point & 12 17
Torrea Strait Taland Schools 365 370 35
Total e e ! 1,303 1,362 | 2,756

! t 1
Housing, Woorabindn Settlement—Twenty-one houses over

Housing has always held a very high priority
in State Government policy aimed at the
ultimate assimilation of the aboriginal people
into the white community. Equally with educa-
tion, housing provides that medium of uplift
without which assimilation could never
materialise. The progress which has marked
previous years in the provision of better housing
has been well maintained as is evidenced by
the following:— :

Palm Island Settlement,—Ninety-five houses over
3 years of which 36 were built this year.
Cherbourg Settlement.—Twenty-three houses over
3 years of whieh 11 were built this year,

3 years of which 2 were built this year.

Torrea Strait Area8ixty-six houses over 3 years
of which 25 were built this year.

Chureh Missions.—Ninety-eight houses over 3 years
of which 42 were built this year.
Building has not been confined solely to
dwellings but inecludes recreation halls, schools,
workshops, &e,

Heavrn,

Continuous vigilance by the Director-General
of Health and Medical Serviees, his staff,
Government Medical Officers throughout the
State and Superintendents and staff of the
various Hospitals, guarantees an effective check
on the health of Torres Strait Islanders and
aboriginals.
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It is very evident that Tuberculosis, which a
few years apo was fairly regarded as a challenge
to the future of the aboriginal race, has been
brought under control to such extent that the
‘Waiben Tuberculosis Hospital at Thursday
Island with bed eapacity of 80 is now able to
take aboriginal patients from Palm Island
Settlement. The transfer of natives to this
specially established Torres Strait Island
Aboriginal Hospital relieves the General Hos-
pitals of this particular type of patient and
enables concentrated treatment under the
Tuberculosis Specialist at 'Waiben Hospital.

No serious epidemies have occurred. Minor
outbreaks have been adequately and expedit-
iously dealt with by the medical authorities,

MaterNAL AND CHILD WELFARE.

On all the Government Settlements and
Church Missions speeial attention is paid to
the health of the mother and child. Child

Welfare centres conducted on the lines of the
Maternal and Child Welfare organisation in
Brisbane have resulted in the eduecation of the
parents and a guarantee of strong healthy chil-
dren. 'Where previously the death rate on
some of these Settlements and Missions was
comparatively high amongst the infants suecb
does not now prevail.

In the overall the health of the community
has been good. It is quite evident that the
better housing of the people contributes con-
siderably to this happy situation.

The following schedules provide:—

(1) Statistics of births and deaths at the
Thursday Island General Hospital of
Torres Strait Islanders.

{2) Statistics of the small hospitals estab-
lished in the Torres Strait area which
cater for cases not warranting removal
to the Thursday Island Hospital

Periop lsr Juwe, 1956 To 3lsT May, 19567.

Birtha, Deaths.
- sunl
Made. | Female. | Total " ae. | Femate. | Total
Thursday Island Hospital .. . - 23 93 186 6 11 11 22
‘Waiben Hoapxt,sl Thursday Islmd - . .. .. .. .. 2 2
Badu Island .e . .. 1 1 2
Boigu Island .. .. ‘. o .. . ) | 1 1 2
Coconut Island .. .. e .s . . ..
Cowal Creek .. .
Bamaga,, . e 1 "2 3
Red Island Point .. .
Darnley Island .. .. . 1 1 1 2
Dauan Island .. .e .. . ‘e .
Dowar Island .. .- ve .s ..
Kubin Village .. . . .
Naghir Island .. .. ..
Mabuiag Island .. .
Murray Island . . . 3 3
Renmnell Island ve .. . .. v
Stephen Island .. .. . . .e .e . . e
Saibai Island .. .. .. . .. . 1 1 1 2 2
Yam Island .... .. e . - ve ' 1 1 2
Yorke Island .. 1 .. .. .
Hern Island .. ‘e .. ‘e .. .s . . . .
At Sea .. e .e .. .. e .. 1 1 2
94 93 187 10 22 20 42
Excess of births over deaths is 145.
HOSPITAL STATISTICS—YEAR ENDING 3lar MAY, 1957.
BaMaca,
— o, | QeEatent —
June 12 1,500
July 9 200
August .. 8 758
Septembar 29 1,040 In-patients total 2156
Qctober .. 44 1,255
November 24 810
December 31 368
January .. 16 312 Number of treatmenta 10,049
February 7 894
Ear?lh 14 724 )
pri 12 712
May 9 978
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Bauxite cliff at Pera Head. Weipa Mission,
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HOSPITAL STATISTICS—YEAR ENDING 3lar MAY, 1957—continued.
Bapvu IsLaND.

In-Patienta Monthly Average. Qut-Patlents.

Male. Femaleo. Total. | Number. m‘:
June .. . 33 8 93 408 752 | In-pationta,
July .. . 2-8 83 89 565 780 Daily Average 9-25
Aungust .. 15 7 11-5 a7l 858
September .e . .. .e 3-2 i) 10-1 486 a7
October ‘s P ‘e . 64 13 10-4 431 985 | Out-patients.
November .e .. .. - 4-8 87 13-8 323 762 umber treated 4,380
December 6 1-2 72 206 497
January e .. .- 1 34 44 308 729
February . - . 1-2 35 4-7 404 618 | Out-patients
March .. -- . . 3 44 ‘14 204 772 umber of treatments 5,372
April .. . . . . 2.9 5-2 79 200 718
May .. .s ‘e o .. 2:8 39 67 308 974

DARNLEY ISLAND.

In-Patients Monthly Average. Oui-Fatients,

Mals, | Female, | Total. | Number. | Irest-
June . 86 ase
July . 136 438 | In-patients.
August .. o . 123 323 Daily Average ‘05
September ‘e - . .. 15 -15 102 a54
Qctober .. .. .- . 2 ‘e -2 97 336
November . 26 25 128 360 | Qut-patienta,
December ‘e .. 88 248 umber treated 1,366
January . . - . 107 462
February e .. ‘e . 95 314
March .. . o .. . . . . 126 535 | Out-patients
April .. ‘e e . - ve . . 142 933 Nau:nber of treatmenta 5,892
May .. . .o o e . . . 138 1,230

EMPLOYMENT OF ABORIGINALS AND TORRES
STrRAIT [SLANDERS.

Pearl shelling and gathering of trochus shell
together with those industries incidental to the
marine industry, viz., boat building, &e., consti-
tute the main avenue of employment for Torres
Strait Islanders and aboriginals in the Thursday
Island area.

The wages and working conditions for these
employees are governed by agreement entered
into between the Director of Native Affairs and
the Pear] Shellers Association annually.

It has been generally accepted that the Torres
Strait Islander as a diver, tender and engine
man has without tuition made commendable
efforts to demonstrate his ability to work
economically and efficiently the pearling indus-
try.

The handicap under which he worked without
expert tuition has naturally militated against
his ability to measure up to the standard set
pre-war by foreign divers. Thereby as a unit
in the industry he has been criticised. Whether
that criticism has been always justified is prob-
lematical in that it failed to appreciate the
difficulties under which he laboured. Those
difficulties have now been, to some extent,
removed by the aequisition by Island Industries
Board of a Tutor Diver capable and willing 1o
impart the knowledge which he obtained as a
Navy Diver to the Torres Strait men., The
suceess or otherwise of this venture by Island

Industries Board on behalf of the Islanders will
be watched with considerable interest.

There are approximately 1,100 Torres Strait
Islanders and aboriginals employed in the
industry at varions ports from Thursday Island
to Mackay. Ordinarily this number is consider-
ably below that required for the efficient man-
ning of all boats licensed in the industry. How-
ever, since January market fluctuations for
trochus shell strongly indieate a fall in price
with the resultant possible laying up of some of
the boats engaged in this particular section of
the marine industry. Such action would release
the trochus men to pearling boats and thus
overcome to some extent the crew shortage in
the pearling section. It will not, however, over-
come the shortage of skilled divers, tenders and
enginemen. Trochus shell is won by swimmers
working in shallow water whereas pearl shell
is obtained by dressed divers in deep water.

It can be fairly estimated that in the pastoral
industry, 4,500 aboriginals of various degrees
of caste are employed. A further 1,300 abori-
ginals and Islanders are engaged on their home
Settlements, Church Missions and Torres Strait
Islands. There are also in the vicinity of 900
engaged in private enterprise as earpenters,
plumbers, general artisans, labourers, nurses and
domesties, &e. The services whieh these people
give to the community are generally recognised
as essential to the suecess of the various callings
in which they are employed. This applies par-
tieularly to the pastoral industry where abori-
ginal stockmen and their women folk are
recognised as essential to the successful running
of many pastoral properties.



Every Islander and aboriginal employed in
a calling covered by a State Arbitration Court
Award is paid in acecordance with that Award,
This does not apply to the Award covering the
pastoral industry from which provisions, abori-
ginals are specificaly exempted. Departmental
Regulations, however, provide a wage and living
conditions in thrs indusiry consistent with the
aboriginals’ ability. 'Where it is evident that
aboriginals in this industry ean compare favour-
ably with white employees they are paid at the
same rate as the latter.

9

In all cases aboriginal workers are covered
by the State Workers’ Compensation Acts. In
effect the organisation aimed at the preservation
and protection of the aboriginal raee in Queens-
Iand gives to him work and wages of a standard
practieally similar to white workers.

INDUSTRIAL OPERATIONS.

Cattle Raistng.—As a Departmental asset the
value of cattle depastured on Government Settle-
ments is £149,582, The numbers of livestock on
the various Settlements as at 31st March, 1957,
are: —

Beef Cattle, Dalry Cattle, Horses,
- Ele. | o | & | 4 g . il 8] L 12|
ARBEIREE 3 d141els13|3(2|%|3
o & & & ] & -3 A aldalmlEL & a 3 &=
Cherbourg  Settle-
ment . .. | 14 349 26 325 76 184 974 22| 34 | 56
Aborigi Traini
Far;lw . mnu.lg . 317211915 109 2 1 3
Woorabinde Settle-
ment .s .. | 56 [1,981 182 383 408 239 3,249 92 92 | 43 (127 170
Foleyvale Reserve | .. ‘e ‘e .. | 1,674 1,582 .. .s e e | e
Palm Island Settle-
ment .e 97 50 147 2 70 {104 | 64 240 | 32| 9| 41
Total .. .| 70 12,338 | 208 480 733 | 1,939 184 | 5,952 | 5 (284 [123 [ 79 441 | 99 171 |270

From cattle raising operations, 561 -cattle
were slaughtered for rations valued at £14,025,
Five hundred and six bullocks were sold realis-
ing £17,343., Sale of bullecks represents male
cattle transferred from Woorabinda and Cher-
bourg to Foleyvale where they are fattened.

Timber Production.—The total output from
all Sawmills amounted to 526,525 super feet of
sawn timber valued at £28,957. This timber is
used for the erection of buildings for native
accommodation on the three Government Settle-
ments and the Torres Strait area.

Agriculture and Farming Generally.—Fruit,
vegetables and milk were produced on the
various Settlements for loeal use to the value
of £15,000.

Cash crops such as grain sorghum, broom
millet and eotton have been suceessfully grown.
Cotton in particular was of a high quality. In
addition dairying and pig raising were carried
out on a eommercial basis,

Trade Training.—The joinery workshop at
Cherbourg Settlement provided all joinery
requirements for buildings erected on all Settle-
ments and Torres Strait and in addition all
school furniture as required for these areas and
the Church Missions,

* The value of joinery and furniture produced
was £3,467.

CHURCH MISSIONS,

The various Church Missions which cater for
aboriginals throughout the State have again
recorded a fair measure of progress in the
policy of uplift and betterment of the living
conditions of the people,

Most of these Missions are situated in the more
inaccessible portions of Queensland, - viz., the
Cape York Peninsula area. There climatic con-
ditions are hard and the lack of adequate trans-
port militates against the progress which is
hoped for. To these missionary workers, men
and women, employed in mission fields in these
areas the Government is deeply appreciative.
They have virtually given their lives to a cause
to which they are espoused and many unrecor-
ded hardships are suffered in the performance
of their duties,

Opportunity, therefore, is now taken to thank
these Mission workers for the unselfish efforts
which were theirs during the current year.

All possible assistanee in cash and kind is
made available to these Church Missions by the
Government to enable their planned work to
proceed. It is common knowledge that con-
tributions to the mission fields are not as great
now as previously and, thersfore, the responsi-
bility devolves upon the Government to make
good the shortages and to provide extras to
meet added cost of maintenance and develop-
ment of the missions,



Bauxite material on beach near Pera Head, Welpa Mission.

Bouxite on top of white clay cliifs near Pera Head. Weipa Mission.



ABORIGINAL ACCOUNTS.

As shown in the following table of deposits,
withdrawals and balances the total amount held

11

in trust in the savings bank accounts of
aboriginals is £888,370 9s. 2d. Every facility is
provided for aboriginals to withdraw, within
reason, against their savings bank accounts:—

Traxsacrions rox Twiive MoNTHsS ENDED 30TE JUunEe, 1957

Total,
Savings Bank

J— : Balances as at “mms&%‘gmm Total Funds.

Deposita, Withdrawals. 30th Juse, 1957, "
£ s d. £ s d. £ a d £ s d. £ s d
Cherbourg 37,204 3 8 38,110 9 3 6464 12 3 1,000 0 6§ 7,464 12 3
Palm Island 63,381 13 0O 63,394 8 5 16,167 13 & 21,000 0 0. 37,167 13 6
Woorabinda .. .. 39,839 0 3 42,867 13 4 8,087 14 7 4,000 0 0 12,087 14 7
Various Protectorates .. | 284,986 8 7 289,373 2 6 56,121 7 1 547,233 0 4 603,354 7 5
Torres SBtrait Islands 396,670 16 8 413,668 10 7 83,206 1 5 145000 ¢ 0 228,206 1 5
Totals . . £ 822,171 11 2 847,414 4 1 170,137 8 10 718,233 0 4 888,370 9 2

The balance, £888,370 9s. 2d. represents the
savings by aboriginals from their earnings. A
separate account for each individual is kept by
the Director of Native Affairs, and the current
Commonwealth Savings Bank rate of interest is
credited annually to each account.

Duplicates of these accounts are kept by the
Protector of Aboriginals in the district in which
the aboriginal resides, thus allowing the latter
to operate on the account in his home town.

These savings bank deposits are entirely the
property of the individual aboriginal, the Diree-
tor of Native Affairs being the trustee of the
accounts. Only the aboriginal owner or persons
authorised by such owner in writing can with-
draw money from his aceount.

In the case of a deceased aboriginal, immedia-
tely following death being reported, action is
taken to distribute the estate amongst the next-
of-kin. The number of estates so administered
was 31 and the amounts made available to next-
of-kin were £9,042 9s. 6d.

No aboriginal is precluded from operating on
his savings bank account for his immediate
needs. This is plainly evident from a perusal
of the total deposits and withdrawals shown in
the foregoing table. Innumerable eases can be
quoted of—

(@) Aboriginals receiving their exemptions
from the provisions of the Aect and
receiving their savings in & lump sum
to set them up in business suited to
their calling;

(b) Homes bemg built for aborlgmals from
their savings;

" (¢) Plant and equipment being provided
from savings to allow the aboriginal to
improve hig industrial status;

(d) Funds made available for aboriginals
to enjoy a holiday at the seaside.

CHILD ENDOWMENT AGCOUNTS.

The Commonwealth Government Child
Endowment is paid to aboriginal mothers at the
rate prevailing for white mothers. The pay-
ment of the endowment has proved of much
benefit to aboriginal children in that it allows
the mothers to purchase a wider variety of foed,
better clothing, &c., for the children.

A close cheek is made on every individual
aceount to which child endowment is credited to
ensure that the expenditure by parents is in
keeping with the purpose for which the payment
is made.

The number of aboriginal parent endowees in
the State is—

Endowees.
Country Protectorates 383
Cherbourg Settlement 135
Waoorabinda Settlement 95
Palm Island Settlement 141
Torres Strait Islanders 922
1,696

The annual payments on account of

the children of these endowees totalled

£89,400 18s. 1d.

When aboriginal children are wholly main-
tained in Mission and Government Settlement
institutions, the endowment is paid to Insti-
tutional funds. These funds are utilised solely
for the benefit of the children by providing
extras in diet, better type of elothing, all forms
of sporting and general recreation equipment,
library books, and reading material.

The following table reveals the number of
children in institutions for whom Child Endow-
ment is collected :—

Woorahinda Settlement 38
Cherbourg Settlement 93
Palm Island Settlement 302

Hope Vale Mission . .. 2

Daintree Mission 12
Doomadgee Mission 103
Mitehell River Mission 110
Arukun Mission 187
Mapoon Mission 130
Mornington Island MlB!lOIl 187
Weipa Mission 62
Yuorrabah Mission .. .. 420
Presbyterian Home Thursday Island .. 9

—

1,635

—_—

APPRECIATION.

The loyal assistance forthcoming from all
officers of the Sub-Department of Native Affairs
is gratefully recognised.

The Under Seeretary, Department of Health
and Home Affairs, the Director-General of
Health and Medieal Services, the Commissioner
of Police, the Manager, State Stores Board, and
the staffs of their Departments have always



readily afforded any assistance and advice
needed.

The various Police Officers appointed as dis-
triet protectors have carried out their duties
most capably. It would be impossible for the
protection policy of the Department to function
smoothly and efficiently were it not for these
country Police protectors,

The superintendents and staffs of the Church
Missions also deserve commendation for their
self-saerificing labours, often in difficuit and
trying conditions.

Reports of the Settlements and the Missions
and in respect of Torres Strait Islanders are
attached as appendices,

Appendix 1 Palm Island Settlement
Appendix 2 Cherbourg Settlement
Appendix 3 Woorahinda Settlement
Appendix 4 Doomagee Mission
Appendix § Yarrabah Mission
Appendix 6 Hope Vale Mission
Appendix 7 Mona Mona Mission
Appendix 8 Torres Strait Islands and Penin-
sula
Appendix 9 Island Industries Board
Appendix 10 Edward River Mission
Appendix 11 Mitehell River Mission
Appendix 12 St. Faul’s Misxion
Appendix 13 Aurukun Mission
Appendix 14 Mornington Island Misgion
Appendix 15 Hammond Istand Mission.

Appendix 16 Lockhart River Mission.

ArPENDIX 1.

ISLAND ABORIGINAL SETTLE-
MENT, via TOWNSVILLE.

(Superintendent-—Mr. R. H. Bartlam.)

PALM

STaTISTIOR,
Deaths from all causes 27
Births . 53
Exemptions .. 35

HeavTH.

Generally this has been satisfactory but ‘a
Mumps epidemic during the last quarter of the
period affected both adults and children.

A (astric outbreak occurred in October
affecting approximately 40 children.

Immunisation against Poliomyelitis, Tetanus,
Whooping Cough and Diphtheria was regularly
undertaken and an X.ray programme for
Tuberculosis continued in conjunction with
Mantoux tests and B.C.G. injections.

DENTAL.

The work of the dentisi during the year has
been very important and a considerable improve-
ment in the teeth of the Settlement inmates has
resulted. Treatment given was:—

Number of extractions .. 665
Number of fillings . .. 408
Number of patients® attendances . 1,TT
Number of dentures 85

Constant dental care will be required for some
time to ensure that a complete survey has been
made.
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DrEr.

During the latter half of the year the Settle-
ment Bakery commenced production and now
2,500 loaves of wholemeal bread are issued
weekly, The effect has been noticeable and the
standard of nutrition considerably improved
thereby.

A hot meal at mid-day is provided for all
children in the two lower grades at School.
This nnovation provides an outlet for the
efforts of the Domestic Science trainces as well
as a nutritional 1ift to children of a difficult age.

HYGIENE AND SANITATION.

Emphasis has been placed on garbage and
nightsoil disposal and special care taken to see
that this essential service is carried out
properly. Constant folow up work in the camp
area has been a major factor in fly and vermin
control and no slackening of effort in this
regard has been permitted. The programme of

“diverting all waste water underground via
sumps is being continned. Dry garbage has
been used to €11 up low lying areas and is
covered up with sand and clay as deposited.

Septie systems have been installed in the
Women’s and in the Girls’ Homes.

BaArY WELPARE.

This section has functioned most satisfac-
torily throughout the year and is one of the
active camses in the steady improvement m
health and hygiene among women and children
on the Settlement.

Unremitting care and watchful eye on dietary
and mothercraft problems are proving their
worth and the increase in births and the low
infantile mortality rate are a sure indication.

The usual issues of clothing to children and
a winter issue of blankets, cardigans, towels, &e.,
were made, as also were supplementary issues
of fruit, eggs, cheese, butter, cereals, peanut
paste, &e,

The arrangements made to have the local
Medical Officer visit the Clinic once weekly to
advise the Sister-in-Charge on difficult cases are
proving satisfactory.

A new outdoor play pen and coke room were
added to this Institution during the year, and
the installation of a new weighing machine has
been of great value in keeping a proper record
of weights,

FMPLOYMENT.

The demand for domestic labour exceeds the
supply. Aboriginal stockmen are always
required and difficulty is experienced in com-
plying with all requests for proven stockmen.
Casual lsbourers are not so easily placed.

Narrve Housing.

During the year thirtysix (36) new concrete
and timber homes were constructed for native
use, each containing bathroom, laundry and
lavatory. A further improvement in design has
been ineorporated this year, and instead of a
detached laundry and bathroom, these are now
included in the main building. Careful atten-
tion is given to ventilation and drainage around
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Consltruction nalive house, Palm Island.

Meeting of Social and Weliare Asscciation. Palm Island.



these houses. All the work is performed by
native tradesmen. Quarters to house 30 con-
valescent Tuberculosis and ex Hansen’s Disease
patients were bauilt.

In addition, maintenance work on the best of
the old type houses was effected.

The improved housing has brought a much
better response by the people to hygiene and
sanitation and a real desire for better conditions
is now noted.

Furniture for the new homes is construeted
in the Settlement workshop. This includes such
items as tables, kitehen dressers, chairs, &e.

FEMALE WELFARE.

This unit is operating effectively and with the
Baby Welfare Section is doing good work in
improving conditions for women and children.
Domestie training in the form of cooking and

sewing classes is now regular training for all

teenage girls and is also extended to older girls
and mothers who need the assistance. The
eight-month eourse covers two months each in
cooking, sewing, house and laundry work and
Baby Welfare instruction,

The expansion of this phase of activity has
considerably relieved the aboriginal School staff
who originally supervised part of this training,
thus releasing them for other School duties.

This section also has the sapervision of the
Old Peoples’ Home where 28 aged aboriginals
are now living and the Hostel which was com-
pleted this year. The Hostel houses and cares
for 30 convalescent people including ex-
Hansen’s Disease patients. Meals for these
people are prepared and served by a married
couple in each block,

AN clothing requirements for the Settlement
women are made at the Settlement Sewing
Room and these, with cardigans and blankets,
have been regularly issued by the Home
Training Seetion.

Regular weighing of all School children has
recorded their satisfactory inerease in weight.

FarMING.
Ra1nfall—65 61 inches.

Production covering the year ended 3lst
March, 1957, is as follows:—

Beof .. . .. .. 10,515 1Ib.
Pork . .. 3,856 1b.
Fish .. 7,000 1b.
Mutton 1,850 Ib.
Milk .. 7,883} gallons
Pineapplea 13,322 1b.
Bansnas 5,220 bunches
FPapaws 3,073
Pumpkins .. 123 cwt.
Chiness cabbage e .. 2,100 heads
French beans .. . . 14 sacks
Marrows .. .e .- 229 sacks
Eschallots - e ‘e 8 cwt.
Englich cabbage . e 4,217 heads
Radish . 91} sacks
Tomatoes 169 ocases
Peanuta . 6{ sacks
Sweet potat.oes 1124 sacks
Beans .. . 6} bags
Cucumbers . 45 cases
Carrots 34} sacks
Turnips . "e . 98} sacks
Lettuce .. vs . 1,260 heads
Onions . . .. .. .. 9
Watermelons .. 2,974
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New banana land is being steadily opened up
and about 14 acres are now under this crop.

The area at Butler Bay has been extendedl
and another acre of pineapples have becn
planted. Six acres are under fodder cane as a
reserve for the dairy cattle against the usual
dry period at the end of the year. The two
gilos are full,

About 10 acres of scrub have been felled on
the range above the Settlement and arrange-
ments to plant this with Green Panic and
Buffel grass at the end of the year are in hand.

‘Work on scrub felling is continuing and it is
hoped to have at least 100 acres of good scrub
land under grass by the next wet season. An
experimental area of two aeres is being cleared
and grubbed for cultivation for the growing of
vegetables and fruit trees.

- Carrre,

There were 386 cattle on the property at
31st March and in addition to the meat supply
from Townsville, 29 head were killed and issued
as rations during the year. Constant dipping
and careful cattle husbandry is required to
maintain cattle numbers,

SAwWMILL AND LoagIxNG.

Extensive re-organisation at the sawmill and
the addition of a secondary saw bench has
assisted in improving the timber supplies. This
sawbench was improvised by components manu-
factured on the Settlement,

The greatest factor in the improvement is
the better class of timber available in the
second half of the year from the range behind
the Settlement, A D.4 Caterpillar tractor and
a five-ton timber jinker are in full use and
timber is now regularly hauled over the road
recently cut into the range. This road climbs
about 1,600 feet to the serub and to enable a
workable pgrade to bhe obtained, follows a
winding course,

85,669 super feet of sawn timber was
recovered from logs hauled and rafted in
during the year.

WORESHOP AND MANUAL TRAINING,

A complete workshop unit and training area
has been set up for the training of young lads
in the handling and care of tools, general
carpentry, simple joinery and furniture
making. Plumbing is also taught and in
addition to training young workmen, the older
lads from the School are instructed in this
section.

EpvucaTioN.

The staff at the aboriginal School has been
maintained with a Head Teacher, four Assist-
ant Teachers and seven native monitresses.

Three children sat for the State Scholarship
Examination last December and although they
failed, the general attitude to education of one
of the girls warranted her enrolment at a
Secondary School in Charters Towers. Her
subsequent School Reports are good.



Manugl training, Palm Islond School.

Domestic Training, Palm Island Scheol.
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One aboriginal lad passed his Junior
Examination last December and has been added
to the aboriginal School staff.

On the mainland two girls from the Palm
Island aboriginal School are trained nurses at
the Townsville General Hospital. Fourteen
children are in Grade 8 and eligible to sit for
Scholarship next year.

Five Palm Island children are attending
mainland Seeondary Schools and next year one
stundent will sit for his Senior Examination,
one for the Junior Examination and one for
Scholarship, while the remaining two are at
sub-Junior standard.

It is pleasing to report that a Settlement girl
has been placed in employment as a Steno-
typist with a law firm on the mainland, while
three young men and two girls are being
trained in the Settlement Office. One of the
girls was trained in Junior Commereial work
on the mainland,

ScouTts AxXD (GRL GUIDES,

Scouting and Guiding activities have eon-
tinued during the year. Visits were made to
the Scout installations at Hsk Island and
regular parades were held.

TRANSPORT.

The three Settlement trucks have been main-
tained. The International timber truck is deing
good work.

The launch ““Sylvia'’ is under repair, thus
the launches ““Turtle’” and ‘‘Irex’’ have borne
the brunt of the local water transport. Trans-
port to and from Townsville is by charter
vessel.

GENERAL IMPROVEMENTS,

A large Manual Training Workshop and
Plumbers’ Shop was completed. Two miles of
fencing was erected in the Butler Bay area to
elose all the new cultivated ground from
stock.

Two bridges were replaced and general main-
tenance was carried out on roads and bridges.
One staff house for the Engineer was erected
during the period.

SoCIAL AND WELFARE ASSOCIATION,

This organisation has functioned well during
the year. The most ambitious project yet
commenced by the Association is the Recreation
Hall. The proposed building is 150 feet x B(
feet and will house all the indoor funetions
such as films, boxing and dancing as well as
the Assoeiation Offices, Kiosk, Store-room, &c.
Preparation of the site is under way and plans
for speedy erection on arrival of the material
have been completed.

This co-operative body has further improved
its finances during the year and its credit
balanee now stands at £3,056.

PexnciL Bav.

This installation has been maintained
throughout the year. Fifteen old men live
happily here.

A complete gaol installation was erected at
Pencil Bay comprising a five-roomed house,
compound, eell, windmill and tank complete

with septic system and water reticulation. All
work was performed by native tradesmen under
supervision.

FanTOME ISLAND LEPROSBARIUM.

The nursing and care of patients ai this
Instifution iz in the capable hands of Sisters
of the Franciscan Order of Mary who devote
their lives to the care and welfare of the
unfortunate sufferers. During the yearly
period admissions were four and discharges
four. The general response to medical treat-
ment has been good.

Administrative buildings and’ patients’ cot-
tages were maintained. Half an acre of
bananas were planted and the vegetable garden
area increased.

APPRECIATION,

Appreeiation is given to the Director of
Native Affairs and his staff for assistance
during the period and to the Settlement staff
for their loyal support.

Parm IsLanp CoNVENT ScHOOL.
{Priest in charge—Rev. Father V. Ashwood.)

The enrolment increased slightly having
reached 100, not including a group of senior
girls taking Domestic Science. The school
comprises seven grades and the attendance has
been good with the exception of during rainy
weather.

The staff consists of four Franeiscan Mission-
aries of Mary aided by a native monitress for
each academie division. English is being
stressed and as supplementary reading is essen-
tial to depiet, in correet language, experiences
foreign to the chlidren, a better library must
be acquired ; a number of books was supplied
by the Department of Native Affairs this year.
Films and film-strips have been valuable aids
in English and other subjects. On the whole,
progress has been satisfactory.

From Grade I11. upwards the girls participate
in the sewing class making articles of clothing
which gives inereased interest. The boys receive
training in gardening and manual work.

Special attention has been given to musie, the
native songs and dancing being encouraged.
The annual eoncerts gave the necessary impetus
in this line.

Sports are emphasised, each season bringing
its special games. The inter-school games
promote friendly relations with the children of
the other schools.

The Seitlement social worker, a trained nurse,
contributes greatly to the health of the children
by her supervision. Considerable assistance was
given towards the health of our pupils by the
Government Dentist who visited our school and
attended their teeth. We are deeply grateful to
the Superintendent for issuing the necessary food
for a warm lunceh for the smaller children at
noon which proves a very valuable factor in
maintaining good health,

We wish to express our appreciation of the
assistance received in supplies and other ways
from the Director of Native Affairs and the other
members of the Department,.



New road lor logging operations. Palm Island.



Scrub clearing, Palm Island.



APPENDIX 2,
CHERBOURG ABORIGINAL SETTLEMENT,
via MURGON.
(Superintendent—Mr. G. Sturges.)
STATISTICS.
* Full-  Hslf-
Births— blood. caste.  Total.
Male .. .. . 7 20 27
Femsle ., .. .17 19 36
Totals .. .. 24 ;i; E:;
Full- Half-
Deaths— Blood.  caste, Total.
Male .. e . 2 12 14
Female .. - A 8 15
Totals e .. _9 5 2_9'

Note.— ¢ Half-caste’”’ ineludes quadroons, octoroons, &e.

Marriages—8.

Exemptions—35.

Child Endowment— £ & 4.
Total Child Endowment paid 10,722 13 7
Aversge monthly payment 824 16 5
Total Btore sales to Endowees .. 7,171 15 2

Average number of Endoweea—162.

HeavLtH.

Hospital —The Cherbourg Hospital is under
the control of the South Burnett Hospitals
Board, and details of Hospital activity may be
found in the Board’s Annual Report.

Dentist.—
Number of vigits .. .. ‘e .. 22
Number of fllings 645
Number of extractions ‘e .. 531
Number of dentures .. . .. 3
Optomelrist.—
Number of visits .. .. .. . 4
Number of patients seen .. . -« B0
Notifiable Diseases.—
Hansen’s disease .. .. . .. Nil
Tuberculogiy .. .. .. .. Lo 10
Venerenl disease .. .. . .. [

A number of cases of Infantile Gastro
Enteritis occurred during the last quarter of
1956. Investigations by officers of the Director-
(feneral of Health and Medical Services
Department were prompt, and remedial action,
apart from medical treatment and hospitalisaton,
was recommended and the outbreak brought
under eontrol.

During the first quarter of 1957 scabies
became prevalent. There appears to be no doubt
that the infection was brought into the
settlement by visitors living in sub-standard
conditions in the surrounding district.

Continuous effort has been made to maintain
medical fitness of the whole population. The
whole population was tested for Tuberculosis by
Mantoux test, followed up by mass X-ray.

Immunisation against typhoid was completed
and an immunisation campaign using triple
antigin also completed.

Arrangements have been finalised for the
immunisation against Poliomyelitis with Salk
vaccine.
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Continued efforts have been made to educate
the population in respect to health and medical
fitness. Screenings were made on two occasions
by the Health Education Film Unit. Pamphlets
published by the Health Eduecation Council are
distributed and followed up by advice from the
Baby Welfare Officer, Hygiene Officer and
Welfare Officer and short addresses have been
given by the Superintendent.

EDbUCATION,

Sechool enrolment figures show a total of 300
at the end of the quarters June, September and
December, 1956, and 284 for that ended 31st
Mareh, 1957,

The average daily attendance was 135-2 boys
and 131:2 girls making a total of 266-4, an
average of 89+8 per cent.

The Department’s policy of raising the
standard of education of its aboriginal wards
to the level of State Government Schools is
bearing fruit in that one boy from this Settle-
ment secured a pass in the 1956 Scholarship
Examination and two girls were granted Con-
cessiongl Scholarships. The boy, Lawrence Bell,
iz stodying Industrial Junior and the girls, Joan
Shillingsworth and Iris Bell, are taking
Commercial Junior.

Another girl, Jennifer Bird, who obviously
failed in the Scholarship Examination due to
nervousness is also attending the Murgon State
High and Rursl School taking Commercial
Junior.

Reports of the children’s behaviour, their
interest in studies, diligence and attention are
very satisfactory indeed and it is anticipated
they will secure passes in the subjects being
taken,

As indiecated by the Head Teacher in his
Report, teaching staff devoted themselves
earnesily throughout the year.

1t is anticipated a start will be made in the
near future on the erection of the new Manual
Training building, followed by a new Domestie
Science building. During this time it is antiei-
pated that material for the new Primary School
will be aceumulated and a commencement made
on the ersetion.

The School took part in the Annual Inter-
School Sports and secured third place in the
competition.

Bary WELFARE CENTRE.

This section functions most successfully, and
the native residents co-operate with the Baby
Welfare Officer wholeheartedly, In faet,
mothers ean be regarded as clinic-conscious.

Number of children attending clinie:—

Babies .. .. .. .. .. 49
Toddlers 220
Total .. 269

HyaiENE AND SANITATION.

Careful attention is paid to every aspect of
this work. The sanitary service to public lava-
tories, administrative buildings, homes ocecupied
by large families, dormitories, and staff quarters
is daily Monday to Saturday and all other
E.Cs. not less than thrice weekly.



Garbage is removed daily Monday to Friday.
All potential and suspect breeding places of flies,
mosquitoes, and other pests are sought out and
dealt with. Preventive measures are also taken
as a matter of routine.

SEWBRAGE SCHEME.

Progress on this job has been maintained and
13,000 feet of sewer main and service eonneec-
tions were laid.

RAINFALL,

The total for the year was 2757 inches, spread
over 57 wet days.

Only 3-80 inches of rain spread over 13 wet
days have fallen sines the 1st Januvary, 1957.
This period of the year is the recognised wet
season and as seen from the rainfall figures we
are, like other Queensland eentres, now experi-
encing a drought of serious proportions.

SAwWMILL,
Logs milled during the year were:.—

— Logs. | Contents. | Recovery.

Super. ft. | Super. ft.
Hardwood 547 | 240,260 | 145,358
Pine .. - i11 50,403 36,086
Totals 658 | 299,663 182,344

Timber machined:—
50,465 lineal feet 4in. x 1lin, flooring.
1,590 linesl feet 8in. x 1lin, facia.
658 lineal feet 6in. x 3im. slls,

Produetion figures show an increase over
1955-56 of 10,831 log content of hardwood with
an increase in recovery of 8,852 square feet.
Pine log coutent showed an increase of 18,652
with a recovery increase of 15475 square feet.

BuiLbiNes.

The construetion of dwellings for native resi-
dents has been given priority and eleven were
completed during the year. These are of
modern design and are of three and four
bedrooms, They are painted throughout in
attractive pastel colours and are fitted with
electric light and power points. Water is also
laid on to each house,

Five cottages for natives are in various stages
of construction.

One staff cottage, complete with garage and
fencing was completed. It is of modern design
and conforms in every way to similar houses
being built in adjacent towns.

Maintenanee of buildings was attended to as
required and the availability of timber,

Pamnming.

Eight new cottages were completed and work
is proceeding on others recently erected.
Eight of the existing native cottages were com-
pleted and one new staff residence together with
garage and fence complete.
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The International truck was stripped down
and painted.

Painting of the sales section of the Retail
Store is under way,

‘WATER SUFPLY.

The plant operated satisfactorily throughout
the year, the only problem arising being caused
by lightning which damaged the automatic
switching. However, the plant is also capable
of being manually conirolled and, therefore, no
interruption to pumping occurred.

Approximately 30,000 gallons ure consumed
daily.

The water is filtered and chlorinated.

Regular bacteriological tests are made and
these checks confirmed that pure water is being
delivered to the point of consumption.

TRADE TRAINING WORKSHOP.

The high standard of work already established
has been maintained. A display of eabinet and
joinery work from this workshop was included
in the Department’s exhibit at the 1956 Royal
National Association Exhibition.

Items manufactured during the year are listed
hereunder :— '

Pine dual sehool desks .. .. e 13
Pine chairs for desks .. . . 26
Bink cabinet . .. . .. 1
Kitchen. tables .. .. . o 17
Kitchen chairs .. . . 113
Ledge doors . .. .. - 0
8.0. fanlights .. .. .. .. 43
Meter box .. . .. .. .. 1
Flush panel doors .. . .. 54
Door stops (linenl feet) 4,000
Quadrant (lineal feet) .. 4,000
Door jamba (lineal feet) 3,000
Architrave (lineal feet) 3,000
D mould (lineal feet) .. 3,000
Cover strips (lineal feet) .. 5,000
School presses e e . . %
8.0. casements .. . . .. 584
Coffing . ‘e ‘e .s . 23
Sehool tables .. . .- . 12
Typiste filing eabinet .. ' ‘e 1
B.0. Office chairs .. e 6
Kitehen cabinet ,, e .. . 1
Bet pigeonholes .. . - 1
TP, office arm chairs .. .. . 3
Sixteen drawer filing cabinets .. . 2
Office table .e . .. 1
Four drawer filing eabine 1
Framed and sheeted doors 26
Woorabinda School Furniture :—
Dual desks with iroa frames .. .. 80
Teachers’ tables e e .. .. 6
Teachers’ chairs = . B8

Hyloboards with chalk rail and buttona .. 12

Bchool presses . . . oo 14
Pine dual deske .. .- .. .. 32
Chairs for desks . . e .. 84
Head teachers’ table 1
Head teachers’ chair .. . 1
Head teachers’ hook case .. 1



Stock.

Seasonal conditions were extremely wet until
December, 1956, but since then drought con-
ditions have prevailed. However, stock generally
are in good condition. The policy of trans-
ferring steers to Foleyvale was continued and
102 head were moved to that settlement on the
23rd October, 1956.

A bang tail muster of all stock was completed
during the year.

Book figures of stock on haud at the date of
Report are:—

Bulls .. 13
Herd cows 414
Maiden heifers 244
Speyed cows .. 20
Bteers—Bullocka 75
Weaners .. Nil
Miscellaneous cows ]
Bleoder . 1
Calves branded 179

@51

—

Settlement stoek killed for rations numbered
121, and this figure includes 11 Jersey cows
culled from the Training Farm dairy herd. The
average weight of stock killed was 453 Ib., and
at eurrent market rates valued at £2978,

Stock purchased for rations numbered 235, of
an average weight of 467 lb., and the average
price was £24 12s. 3d. per head.

The sale of hides realised £416 13s. 7d. and the
sale of horses brought £3 10s. and one bull for
£17 17s. 6d.

The abnormal wet seasons over past years and
the 1956 portion of the current one have seriously
affected fences, those on creek banks being in
places  completely washed out, making
maintenanece somewhat of a problem.

Noxious weed and burr eradication wag earried
out and the property is clean exeept where
reinfestation takes place owing to flooding.

AporiaINAL TrRAINING FARM,

Commercial butter—9,789 Ib. realised £1,670 3a. Td.
Pigs s0ld—125 realised £1,628 1s. 9d.
Broom millet sold—64 ewt, realigsed £32 10s,

Btocks on hand at 31st March, 1957:—

Bullg 3
Dairy cows 72
Heifers 19
Weaners 15

Total . 109

Pigs on hand at 31st Mareh, 1957,

Boars 3
Bows i4
Fatteners 14
Btores .. 78
Buckers 28

Total . 137
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Crops as at 31st March, 1957 :—

Twenty-five acres Maize grown yielded 302 bage.

Five acres Broom Millet yielded 63 ewt. This was
despatehed to the Queensland Industrial Insti-
tute for the Blind.

Twenty-one acres Lucerne cut, stored and grazed

Twenty-twe acres Barley grazed.

Fifteen acres Poona Pea grazed.

Two acres Vegetables—These were supplied to the
Settlement as available in season.

An experimental plot of 3 acres of Buffel
Grass and Lucerne mixture was planted. How-
ever, it is not as yet sufficiently established to
enable an opinion to be formed on its suitability
for grazing.

APIARY.

The hives were increased to five and the
501 1b. of honey produced were distributed to
Settlement inmates and the Cherbourg Hospital.

IMPROVEMENTS.

The farm water system was eoupled to the
Settlement supply thus ensuring a pure supply
of water for all purposes.

Two new pig runs ecompleted, and water
extended to four runs.

Maintenance to tractors, farm machinery,
and irrigation plants was satisfactory.

Moror VEHICLES.

All motor vehicles were satisfactorily main-
tained. The International 3-ton truck was sent
1o the Government Garage for examination and
complete overhanl.

Roabs.

The Cherbourg-Murgon road has been
frequently graded by the Murgon Shire Couneil
free of cost to the Settlement., However, it is
not a built up road and it quickly falls into a
state of corrugations and pot holes, this position
being aggravated each time it rains.

The Couneil proposes to bitumen surface the
road from the existing bitumen strip to the
Settlement houndary.

SociaL AND WELFARE ASSOCIATION,

The Association is in a sound financial
position. Assets are valued at £15,453 8s., the
Savings Bank credit balance is £1,557 1s. 3d.
and the liabilities, except for current monthly
aceounts, are nil.

Outstanding events of the year were:—

Christmas Tree and associated presenta.
tions.

Annual Show and Dinner.
Annuval Debutante Ball.

Participation in the Departmental Exhibit
at the Royal National Association 1956
Show,
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The Annual Show was opened by Mr. W. B.
Dreaffin, Inspeetor, Departiment of Native
Affairs.

The Annual Show and Debutante Ball were
outstanding successes and the Anuual Show
Dinner was attended by a representative
gathering from the surrounding distriet,

The Association performs a major role in that
entertainments, sporting, and social and wel-
fare work are carried on by natives participat-
%)ng in their own organisation on a voluntary

asis.

1t has been most encouraging to note the
manner in which the Association has assisted
the children attending the Murgon State High
and Rural School.

The library is also a credit to the Associa-
tion and it iz pleasing to note the mumber of
borrowers increases each year. The Associa-
tion is now econsidering the erection of a separate
building to house the library, included in which
will be a reading room.

During the year a Youth Club was intro-
duced. This gives boys and girls an opportunity
to come together for games and other avenues
of indoor reereation. It has proved quite a
suceess,

Under the auspices of the Association many
branches of sporting activities are enthusiastic.
ally engaged in and with a very large measure
of success. The Seitlement Clubs are, in a
numbes of instances, registered with the local
District Associations.

Anzac Dav,

A Commemoration Service was conducted on
the Settlement by the Aborigines Inland Mis-
sion, Missioner Mr. W, Caddy. Tokens of
remembrance were laid on the Honour Board
by the Murgon Sub-Branch of the R8.S.ALL.A,
and Settlement residents.

The following resolutions were moved by
Mr. J. Krebs, Chairman of the Murgon Shire
Couneil :—

(1} On the forty-first anniversary of the
immortal landing at Gallipoli, this
Meeting of Citizens of Queensland
expresses its loyalty and devotion to
the Throne and the persom of Her
Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II., and to
the British Commonwealth of Nations.

{2) This meeting re-affirms its admiration
of the magnificent hercism, self-sacri-
fice and endurance of the Sailors,
Soldiers, Airmen, and Nursing Sisters
of Australia and New Zealand who, on
the first Anzac Day and throughout
the Great War of 1914-1918, conferred
a glory on Australia and New Zealand
that will never fade.

This meeting avers that the lofty
ideals of service of the Angzacs per-
vaded the dauntless spirit of Aus-
tralia’s gallant sons and daughters,
who, during a period of six years of
fierce and intensive warfare on land,
on sea, and m the air from 1939 to

1945, gave such heroic and self-sacri-
ficing service in the cause of liberty;
the same lofty ideals of service are
exemplified in the Korean campaign.

This meeting gives its assurance that
those who have fallen shall be held in
sacred memory, and that those who
have survived the perils of War will
ever be honoured and remembered with
gratitude by the people whose hearts
and homes they went forth to save sn
that our freedom and our free institu-
tions under the British Commonwealth
of Nations might survive,

(3)

Boy ScouTs ASSOCIATION,

The Scouting movement was reformed during
the year under the guidance of Group Secont
Master H. Michel and Scout Master J. H.
Pascoe, both members of the Settlement staff.

A very energetic native Committee has been
elected and is readily working on the task of
raising funds.

GENERAL.

This Settlement was again given the responsi-
bility for the design and conmstruction of the
Departmental Exhibition Stand at the 1956
Royal National Assceciation Show. The job was
a credit to the officer-in-charge, Mr. H. R.
Paseoe, . :

Included in this Departmental Stand was an
exhibit from this Settlement depicting the arts
and crafts of the native before the advent of
the white man and the progress made up to the
present. Mr. E. H. Rees, Settlement Welfare
Officer, was in charge of this work and much
credit is due to him and to all other officers who
co-operated and to the native residents who pro-
duced the various articles included in the
exhibit.

APPENDIX 3.

WOORABINDA ABORIGINAL
SETTLEMENT,
via DUARINGA.

(Superintendeht——Mr. R. W. Naggs.)

STATIRTICS.
Birthg .. . " . - 24
Deatha .. .. . . .. B
Marringes . . .. . .. 6
Arrivals .e .. . .. .. 88
Departures .. .. . . .. 68
HeaLTH.

The health of the inmates could be deseribed
as very good. The lessening of worm infestation
through immediate control measures was made
possible by the setting up of a laboratory for
this purpose. Medical Officers’ visits have been
at fortnightly intervals.

Hygiene has been satisfactorily maintained
throughout the period.
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Laboratory statistics are as follows:—

Number of tests made 2,614, of this number 1,641
testa were found infeeted, 865 were hookworm
and 69 ascaris lumbricoides, Treatments given
1,150.

Hospital admissions 808 of which number 58
were transferred to the Rockhampton General
Hospital.

FINANCE.
S s d.
Cash collections 42635 11 7
Banked to mative eavings bank :
aecounts ., e . .. 10093 2 9
Settlement maintenance 1,182 0 ¢
Cash Bales—retail store 23075 3 0
Credit Sales---Retail store to officers 3946 8 9
Bales to matives on orders agninst
savings bank sceounts 6,865 15 3

RanrALL.

An exceptionally good year has been experi-
enced—41 wet days yielded 35-26 inches; the
greater part of this rain fell in 1956, The three
nmonths of this year, 8 wet days have only
¥ielded 454 points.

SAWMILLING.

Wet weather seriously handicapped log
hauling, thereby holding up sawmilling in the
early part of the period.

Gross measurement of lo
hauled - . 314,018 super. feet.
Gross content of 654 logs 232,676 super. fect.
Recovery . . .. 113,812 super. feet.
BuiLbinags.

Completed during the year were two native
houses, two official houses, sawmill shed
105 feet x 40 feet, boiler shed 20 feet x 30 feet,
officers’ welfare hall used as probationary school
for white children, new school for native
children complete with two play sheds and
outbuildings to accommodate 200 children.

FapMinG.

The following quantities of fruit and
vegetables were produced and used on the
Settlement :—

Oranges . .. 435 buoshels
Lemonsa .- . .. 18 bushels
Mandarins .. - . 5 bushels
Tomatoea . e 247 bushels
Turnips . . . 7 tons
Beetroot .. .. . 814 cwt.
Onions .. . . .- 34 tons
Cabbage 7,037 heads
Coulifiower .. 2,043 heads
Watermelons .. . . 2,826
Rockmelons ., Ve .. 730
Marrowa and sguash - { ton
Cucumbers ., e 63} cwt.
Kohl rabbi . o 5 tons
Pumpkina . .- . 10 owt.
Fodder .. .. .. .e 3 tons of
lucern hay

Cash Crops.—Ten acres broom millet yielded
10 ewt. A final payment of £30 13s. 8d. was
received for peanuts delivered to the Peanut
Board in 1955,

Darry.
Milk production was 9,574 gallons. DMilk is
issued to natives and Hospital free. Officials

paid £46 1s. for milk

(Garaae AND TRANSPORT.

Total mileage covered by all vehicles, including
Foleyvale vehicles:—

Utilities . 10,877 miles

Jeep and Land Rover 8,398 miles

The biggest haulage jobs were :—899 hardwood
logs gross superficial measurement of 314016
feet; grain sorghum, Feoleyvale to Duaringa
1074 tons; wheat 24} tons; cotton 173 tons.

Carriage of passengers:—2496 trips for
Foleyvale workers; 347 paying passengers; 197
nol-payving passengers; 150 hospital patients.

52,892 miles

LIVESTOCK.
The Cattle Register Figures are:—
Bulloeks 238
Herd cows .. ve .. .. 1,981
Herd bulls .. ‘s .. .- ‘e 56
Speyed eows . 182
Bteers 383
Heifers . A .. . .. 408
Dairy cows . ‘e . .. 91
Total cattle .. . .. 3,339
Horseg—Draught .. . .- .. 43
Saddle . . 127
Cattle movements throughout the period
were :(—
Transferred to Foleyvale .. . 571
Purchased Dairy eows .- . 9

Trauneferred from Foleyvale for killing .. 48
Calves branded 791
Cattle killed for rations e .. 411
Pigs killed for rations . o .o 26

Total meat weight .. .. .. 188,781 1.
Issued to natives 162,318 1b.
Sold to officials 26,465 b,
Hides sold . .. 416
Realiged £494 9s, 4d.

Rebate on commision charged for previous
year’s produce sales amounted to £5 7s, 4d.

Power House.

Electricity supply has been maintained
throughout the  period. Officials  paid
£118 3s. 11d. for current supplied on meter
reading.

SewmNg RoouM.

The following clothing was made in the Settle-
ment sewing room for issue to natives: —

Dresses Ve .. .- 694
Petticoats . . 890
Playsuits .. . .- 18
Pillow slips .. . . oo 20
Table cloths .. .. .s Lo 12
Curtains .. . .- .o 12 pairs
Sheets .. . .. ‘e .. 94
Boys' pyjamas ve e oo 12
Boys? shirts .. o . .. 10
Sehool tunies . . e .s ..M
8chool blouses . . o 45



CONDUCT.
Cenduet of inmates was satisfactory.

EbpvCcATION.

School for Natives—FEnrolment on 31st March,
1957, 93 boys; 92 girls: total, 185.

Aggregate Attendances—Qver the 205 days,
17,480 boys; 19,085 girls: total attendances,
36,565.

Two pupils were presented for the Scholarship
examinations. One girl, Lynette Booth, was
suiecesafunl, This girl is now attending the Qirls’
Grammar School at Rockhampton,

WELFARE ASSOCIATION.

The Association has continued to function
with similar interest and success as in previous
years.

ANNUAL SPoRTS.

The annual sports were conducted in Septem-
ber, 1956. The same success was achieved as in
previous years.

Football and cricket are played in season,
the former by far being the most popular for
players and spectators alike.

ENTERTAINMENT.

Talkie screenings, being the most popular
form of entertainment on the Settlement, sre
greatly appreciated and are looked forward to
each Saturday night.

Work has progressed sufficiently on the eree-
tion of the new Recreation Hall to permit the
projection box being transferred and pictures
are screened on a temporary screen.

Dances are held regularly each Wednesday
and Friday nights the former being for the
entertainment of children and the latter. for
adults,

The Association is grateful for all assistance
given both Departmentally and otherwise which
has contributed towards its sueccess.

£ s d

3845 9 3
2,739 11 10

Credit balance at commeneement of
period e ‘e .e
Balance at end of period

Prineipal expenditure (being cost of

purchase of new Recreation Hall) 1,889 2 1

FoLEYVALE RESERVE.

IMPROVEMENTS,

Buildings—Three men’s huts completed 20 £t.
x 30 ft. and one 20 ft. x 30 ft. shed.

Feneing—Three miles of Foleyvale-Balcomba
boundary completed.

Roads.—Three miles of black soil road lighily
metalled and the Anna braneh rock pitched and
gravel filled for 120 feet.

A 14-ft. aluminium boat and outboard meotor
has been secured, thereby making contact from
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Woorabinda, when the McKenzie River is in
flood, very much easier.

Aerial spraying of 2,000 acres of dense
brigalow was carried out.

FARMING.

Three hundred and twenty-five bags of wheat
were harvested from 65 acres; a first payment
of £382 9s. 3d. has been made.

A premium payment of £94 17s. was received
for wheat delivered to No. 18 Pool.

Grain Sorghum.—1,615 bags were harvested
from 160 acres. Of this, 1,443 bags, weighing
107 tons 9 cwt. 2 qr. were delivered to the 1957
No. 1 Grain Sorghum Pool.  Sixty-eight bags
were transferred to Woorabinda for winter feed-
ing of the dairy herd and the remainder was kept
at Foleyvale to feed pigs.

Cotton.—Ninety bales from 28 acres of freshly
cleared scrub land have been delivered to the
Glenmore Ginnery, Rockhampton. Total weight
of cotton is 36,868 1b. An amount of £23 18a. 84.
has been received, being final payment for cotton
delivered during 1956 season.

On the quality of cotton grown at Foleyvale
the Cotton Marketing Board of Queensland
commented as follows:—

1 am very pleased to inform you that
twenty-two bales of excellent Seed Cotton
has been received at our Glenmore (Ginnery
from the Woorabinda Aboriginal Settlement,
Duaringa. Of these twenty-two bales—

Three bales received top grade of SGM
3-/—. Bixteen bales received the
next grade of GM 3-/—-. Three bales
received one lower grade of GMLS
/-

These three grades are in the top bracket of
Seed Cotton grades, and show that the eotton
has been well grown and well picked.

Our Rockhampton Manager has stated
that the cotton was received in excellent
condition, and well baled and branded. We
congratulate the Aboriginal Settlement on
the quality of their cotton, and trust that a
big expansion will take place in cotton
growing at the Settlement.”’

LIVESTOCK.,

Cattle.—Five hundred and six bullocks have
been disposed of through the Queensland
Primary Producers at Gracemere and Cannon
Hill Yards for a nett return of £17,128 9s. 11d.,
an average of £33 17s. per head. Forty-eight
bullocks were transferred to Woorabinda and
killed for rations. Rebate on commissions
charged on stock sales for the year 1955-56
amounted to £212 10s. 8d.

Steers received from Cherbourg number 102
head and from Woorabinda, 571 head.

Pigs—Thirty-eight pigs were disposed of to
Lakes Creek on the weight basis, Tealising
£434 0s. 9d., an average of £11 8s. 8d.

_Thirty-seven pigs were transferred to Woora-
binda to be killed for rations.



25

APPENDIX 4.
DOOMADGEE MISSION, via BURKETOWN.
(Superintendent—Mr. J. Talbot).

STAFF.
Mr. Allan J. Hockey (Acting Buperintendent) and
Mrs. Hockey.
Mr. and M. L. M. Knott.
Misz Isa Black (Nursing Sister).
Miss Pearl Roberts.
Migs Grace Grouch.
Miss Helen Rossow (School Teacher).
Mr. H, L. Fawssett {School Teacher).
Mr. and Mrs. M. Kay.

SraTIsTICS.
Births—12,
Deaths—7 (5 adults, 2 Infants).
Transfers, to Mission—7.
Transfers, from Mission—4,
Marriagea—1.

HEALTH.

The general health of the people was good.
There were no epidemics but there were the
usnal minor silments and injuries requiring
medical attention. There were four cases of
fractures—two at the Mission and two caused by
accidents at employment. One native with
fractured ankle had to be removed to Townsville
Hospital for special orthopaedic treatment.

The Flying Doetor based at Cloneurry paid
sixteen visits to the Mission, ten of which were
routine clinies and the remaining six for
specially urgent cases.

Dentist B. Tadducei from Cloncurry paid a
visit of ome week to give dental treatment.

Epucarion,

This side of the work is now well catered for
with the addition to the staff of twe gualified
school teachers—Miss Rossow from Queensland
and Mr. Fawssett from Vietoria.

CoNpDUCT.

There have been the isolated instances of mia-
conduet but on the whole the conduct has been

very good,

RELIGION.

Bible instruction has been conducted daily as
well as other weekly gatherings. Reports
received relative to some of our natives at places
of employment give indication of their appreei-
ation of spiritual help received while home at
the Mission.

AGRICULTURE AND FARMING.

Vegetables.—Our supplies throughout the year
have been on the same standard as other years—
sweet potatoes, pumpkins (Queensland Blue and
Trambone) lettuce, carrots, and tomatoes being
the main vanetxes

Bananas—Although extra care was given in
this section and results looked promising, a dry
spell and lack of flooding by irrigation decreased
our yield.

Citrus.—Much more time has been given to
the orchard work by Mr. Fawssett {who has
teken a particular interest in this sphere in con-
junection with his school work)} in an endeavour
to maintain present citrus trees which suffered
much by cyclonic winds several years ago. Some
new trees have also been planted.

Apiary—Althongh only numbering three
hives, apart from the yield in honey, the bees
have proved their worth in the pollination of
crops.

Poultry.—Egg production has varied but still
provided for the needs of the Staff and
Dormitory children throughout the year.

PASTORAL.

Livestoek.—

Cattle on hand at 1st April, 1956 .. 1,880
Less Natural shrinkage .. .. 188
— 1,692
Add—
Brandings for year . .o 696
Bulls purchased .- ‘e .. 6

702
— 2,394
Less—

Sales .. e .. 329

Slaughtered for own ccmsumptmn . N

Known deaths o .. o
407

1,987

Horses on hand at lat April, 1956
(Misgion owned) .. . .. 96
Deduct losses . . . . 3
— 73
Add Brandings .- . .- A 1] a3
On hand at 1st Aprll
owned .. .
Deduct losses . . . . . 1

1956 (Native

Add brumbies caught, and colts .. .. 8

130

BuiLpiNGs.

As our temporary builder (Mr. A. Po]derman)
returned South before the wet season commenced
and building supplies were held up owing to
disorganisation in shipping, we were not able
to earry out all that had been planned.

Work at the Mission Hospital has been eom-
pleted, providing a Dector’s and Dentist’s
Surgery,

An extension of 20 feet was made to the
present garage and workshop building. This has
proved useful as a bulk store for hardware
materials.

to hand work has
new dormitery for

With
recommenced on
Institution boys.

supplies now
" the



AERODROME,

As the soil is of a sandy type to ensure safety
and a continnous serviee, maintenance has been
carried out extensively throughout the year, the
main portion of the work being done just prior
to the wet season. Loeal labour was engaged to
raise portion of the centre of the main runway
with ant bed, then later, with the assistance of
native men, our Mission vehicle was used to
carry much more ant bed and river gravel for
the same purpose. Although much has been done
with success, we still have a tremendous amount
of work confronting us to provide for a
continuous service in the wet season, Extensive
mowing was carried out. This is always
hecessary over the wet season to cope with the
prolific growth of grass,

PLANT AND ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT.

With the help of visiting friends, who had
electrieal qualifications and under the super-
vision of Mr. J. Taylor, Assistant Electrieal
Engineer, Department of Heelth and Home
Affairs, the electrie light and refrigeration plant
has been installed. Electrie light and one of the
two cold rooms are functioning well but the
second room has yet to have repairs effected—
damage having oceurred to equipment during
transportation to the Mission.

The Farmall A. tractor had a major overhaul
during the latter part of 1956. The remainder
of the vehieles also had maintenance and repairs
effected and all are operating well.

OursmE NATIVE EMPLOYMENT.

Nothwithstanding that many of the natives
remained in employment during the wet season,
the demand for native labour this year far
exceeded the number available. Throughout the
year mostly all the natives travelled to and from
employment by the regular T.A.A. Gulf
Service. Bush Pilot Airways again operated on
occasions when the D.C. 3 could not land in the
wet season.

S0CIAL.

The usual forms of entertainment have been
made available with outings when arranged
camps have been conducted.

Australian Rules football was introduced by
our new teacher and this has taken on very well.

The projector has been much more in use
both in the School and with educational strips
to the whole community.

GENERAL.

Mr. Talbot, Mission Superintendent, held in
high esteem by all, was taken to Cloneurry
Hospital by Flying Doctor Neil Duncan on the
12th March, 1957. This was a distressing time
for all, as adverse flying and unusunal wet
season conditions prevailed, preventing the
doctor coming for four days even though Mr.
Talbot was desperately ill. Doctor records a
miracle that Mr. Talbot recovered and we render
thanks to God for His goodness,
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Miss R. Parry who gave temporary help to the
Mission for nearly four years returned to
Sydney in December,

With the opening up of further mineral
developments in the West, there is increasing
traffic through the Mission,

APPRECIATION.

With this report is proffered the sineere
thanks of the Superintendent, members of the
Mission staff, our Brisbane representatives and
all friends interested in the Mission, to the
Director of Native Affairs and his staff for their
ready assistance and co-operation.

We would again record our appreciation of the
Royal Flying Doctor Service for invalnable
service rendered to our native peopie and the
Mission staff during the year under review, and
add a note of personal thanks to both Doetor
and Mrs. Duncan for professional devotion and
friendly interest shown to all.

APPENDIX 5.
YARRABAH MISSION, vix CAIRNS.
{Superintendent—Captain H. E. Cole, C.A.)

STAFF.

Acting Boat Skipper—Captain A, Polgen, C.A.

Chaplain-Headmaster—Rev, F. W. Hipkin,

Scheol—Mre. F. W. Hipkin,

School—Miss N. D. Howell, B.A. Dip. Ed.

Hoapital—Sister M. C. Stanley, C.A.

Dormitory Matron—Miss P. Style,

Office Clerk and Welfare Officer—Mre. H. E. Cole,
C.A.

Store—Mr. G. G, Gretten.

Aceounts and Office—Mr, D. R, Bird.
Engineer and Eleetrician—Mr. D. L. Cottrell.
Farm Bupervisor—Mr, P, Justice.

Captain E. J. Pearce resigned as Reserve
Overseer on 31st December, 1956, after two
yvears’ service at Yarrabah. His was a con-
structive work in which fire wood for mill,
suction gas engine and logs up to 4 ft. diameter
were stockpiled, and road repair and fencing
achieved. Miss I. Sanders as Dormitory Matron
did yeoman work among the girls of the Dormi-
tory for five years. In that period the girls
were provided with beds, sheeting and bed
covers, crockery and a wireless from the
‘“‘Cooma’’ fund, maintained by the Diocese of
Canberra-Goulburn, N.S.W.

Mr. L. T. Stevenson resigned and left to take
up a position on the staff of All Saints’ College,
Bathurst, With the breakdown of the Mill and
absorption of all sawn material, his work so
well commenced terminated.

Mr. E. MeAuley, skipper of the m.v. ‘*Ernest
Gribble,’’ resigned because of domestic reasons,
after twelve months at Yarrabah. He did much
to improve the boat position and the movement
of the ever increasing heavy equipment, fuel
and provisions for the Mission. Over the last
three years much personal effort of the staff has
been given in their own time to the bettering
of their quarters.
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EMPLOYMENT.

Full employment is given to &ll resident
males, other than indigents. The larger group
is on a 40-hour working week, others are on
32 hours. The choice is given to the native to
choose the hours,of work he will do.

Incentive pay has been introduced among the
carpentering gangs and the sawmill workers.
This has produeed better output but will require
much supervision to avoid negation of energy
and reversion to previous tempo.

HeavtH,

Health is very good. All Tuberculosis
patients have been discharged from Cairns Base
Hospital back to Yarrabah. These are provided
with & special scale ration to maintain good
health.

Optical—Government appointed Optometrist
visited the Reserve on an annual visit.

Salk Vaccine.—Two injections to date have
been given to all children.

An Anti-Tuberculosis skin test has been satis-
factorily effected during the year.

Visits of the Resident Medical Officer from
Cairns Base Hospital assist considerably the
achievement of good health.

Crarr WoRE—CURIOS,

Emphasis is placed on utility articles. Floor
matting is required all over the Eastern part of
Australia and good reports are received as to
the guality of workmanship. Sale of this and
basket ware, table mats, clutch purses and
feathered sprays bring a good income to the
women folk engaged in this industrious business.
Household equipment and furniture is being
purchased and better clothes supplied to chil-
dren indicates wise use of the income derived
from craft work,

RECREATION AND ENTERTAINMENT.

All through the year no football has been
played. An oval has been shaped up in the fore-
ground of Yarrabah head station between the
Church and Store buildings. This will be 300 ft.
x 156 ft. Suitable trees have been planted for
shade, The oval is defined by white posts
spaced at seven yards intervals on the four
corners. It will be possible now to organise
more definite sports fixtures of ericket and foot-
ball. The annual St. Alban’s tide sports of
17th June are a highlight of community effort.

The open-air theatre was opened on Monday,
18th June. Regular talkie programmes have
been screened. Educational, Bible society and
religious films have also been sereened and much
appreciated.

Three extra pieces of playground equipment
were donated to the Mission on 16th December.
These have proved most acceptable to the chil-
dren and. our warmest thanks go te the
Rotarians who provided them, The annual visit
of 60 children to a party on the m.v.
‘“Kanimbla®’ proved a highlight in the lives of
these children agasin and our thanks go to the
Social Club for their kind and fnendly cheer
to those children,

Moror VEHICLES.

The arrival of the T.D.9 tractor and Dodge 5
ton truck on 1lth July, 1956, completely
changed the tempo of the labour effort in Yarra-
bah Mission. Stockpiling of logs has been main-
tained above the mill consumption. Some of
the logs obtained have been tea trees over 5 ft.
diameter. The Dodge truck has made possible
quicker stockpiling of wood fuel for the gas
suction engine and transporting of logs for the
mill sawbenches. Unfortunately the gas suction
engine deteriorated under thé heavy tempo of
last spring and with multiple breakdowns, sawn
timber ceased before Christmas.

A new 50-hp. diesel has been allocated for
the power unit of the mi]l and until installed
satisfactory effort will not be possible, The mill
resumed in April, 1957, and is maintaining just
enough timber to keep carpenters moving
towards the completion of 10 new homes.

FarMIvG.

Indifferent dry weather and absence of irriga-
tion equipment meant the loss of many sowings
of seed and transplanted seedlings. The inability
of the Cairns Cannery to take pineapples has
changed the planning for extended plantations.
All available fruit was consumed on the Reserve
and only a small amount forwarded to the can-
nery in Brisbane, Until assurance is given from
a Cairns Canuery only local requirements will
be grown.

Pineapples 124 tous,
Papaws 119 Ib.
Bananas 1,165 1b.
Sweet potatoes 4,038 1Ib.
Tomatoes 1,391 1b.
French beans 1,128 1Ib.
Cabbage 2,713 1Tb.
. ( 6,737 1b.
Watermelons 3 8112 b, (to market).

Pumpkins .. 3,312 ib. (to market}.
Pumpkins . 1,280 1h,
Cueumber 1,046 ib.

SCHOOL,

There are 167 children on the roll with an
average attendance of 154. Progress has been
continuous and it will be possible to plan for a
Tth Grade in the near future.

Esme Murgha, trainee teacher. has been
avcepted by the Australian Board of Missions,
Sydney, for training to 8th grade, and for a
teacher training course. For the four years in
Sydney she will be resident at the House of the
Epiphany. At the conclusion of her training she
will return to teach in a Mission school of North
Queensland.

With a planned development of the school
new buildings will be essential and it is hoped
that a start will be possible for the 1958 school
yYear by having at least one or two new class
rooms finished of a master plan of buildings
which ean be eompleted as timber is available.

One boy after completing his education at
All Souls” Sehool, Charters Towers, kas gone to
Brisbane and been apprenticed to a ship-
building firm.



CHURCH.

The Church life is constant. Festal seasons
the congregations are very good. Hundreds
attended the Three Hours Services on Good
Friday and as many attended the speeial chil-
dren’s Good Friday Service. At oiut-centres
where fortnightly services are held, congrega-
tions are always good. There has been a revival
of the C.E.B.S. for boys. The Heralds for girls
with some 60 girls attending regularly, is proof
of solid leadership.

The Mothers’ Union members meet monthly
and their Christian lead in their homes shows
the worthwhileness of this Church organisation.

APPRECIATION.

Appreciation is expressed to the Director of
Native Affairs by all staff members of Yarrabah
for his construetive interest in helping them con-
tinue their developmental plan of Yarrabah
Reserve, especially his support in obtaining the
T.C. 9, Dodge 5 tonner, YC diesel generating
plant, without which the achievement of better
conditions would not have been possibile. Also
to the many friends who have supported and
provided for the wellbeing of the aboriginals
we express our appreciation.

APPENDIX 6.
HOPE VALE LUTHERAN MISSION, via

COOKTOWN.
{Superintendent—Rev. BE. C. Kernich,)

STAFF,
Rev. B. F. Hartwig, Head School Teacher,
Mr, Peter Koetz, ‘Assistant School Teacher.
Mr. Gordon Rose, Farm Overseer.
Mr. Robert Hensel, Stockman, ]
Mr. C. A, Hartwig, Sawmill and Building Manager,
Miss Judith Lubach, Nursing Sister.

During the year there were various staff

changes, the most notable being that of the
change of Superintendents. Rev. V. F. H,
Wenke, who left the Mission in February for
health reasons, served the Migsion faithfully for
over seven years, being the first Superintendent
and Missionry to take office since the re-estab-
lishment of the Mission on the new site at Hope
Vale in May, 1949. His services, and those of

his wife, particularly during the difficult
pioneering years, will not be forgotten.
BTATISTICS.
Births .. .. .. . .- .. 8
Deaths . 3
Marriages . . . . .. B
HzavnTi.

In general, health has been good, especially
among the children, apart from the prevalence
of hookworm which still presents a problem. The
so1l in the Mission area presents an ideal breeding
ground for hookworm. Regular and efficient
tests and treatment by the nursing sisters have
reduced the effect of hookworm on those infected,
to the minimum. With further edueation in
hygiene and improved housing and sanitation
it is hoped to decrease the number of those
infected. Spraying the area in the vieinity of
the homes with salt water is being considered.

28

Every effort was made during the year to keep
the children supplied with a glass of fresh milk
daily.

BuiLbings,

In September the comnstruction of a large
chureh was begun. This Church, when com-
pleted, will house 430 people, In its present
stage of construction it is an imposing building.
The roof is on, and the walls are being lined.
The project is being financed by the United
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Queensland
and New South Wales, and Mission friends in
general.

Good progress was made on native cottages
and a stafl home which is in eourse of construe-
tion. Eight native homes were completed or
practically completed. Several others are being
built. Repairs were also effected on at least a
half dezen old cottages.

SAWMILL.

Good timber which is aecessible to our log
hauling equipment and suitable for building
purposes is limited on this Reserve.

Graduaily timber must be hauled from further
afield. The wet season caused some delays as
logs could not always be hauled in when
desired ; but apart from this the mill functioned
smoothly and well. Over 70,000 super feet of
sawn timber was produced during the year, all
of which is being wused on the Mission for
building purposes.

Moreton Bay Ash, Puce Plum, Yellow and
White Leichhardt, Pencil Cedar, Acacia Cedar,
Bloodwood are the timbers available.

AGRICULTURE.

As was anticipated in last year’s report, due
to the poor quality of the seed and other factors
the peanut harvest was very meagre. From the
ten acres of cotton planted, 25 bales were
picked.

This season 180 acres are under erop. Seventy
of these acres are reserved for the Mission and
the rest are in native allotments, the proceeds
of which go directly to the natives after expenses
are deducted. Besides peanuts and cotton, which
are the main crops, 10 acres of maize and five
acres of sweet potatoes have been planted. In
addition to this a few acres of vegetables have
been planted for village eonsumption.

In their private allotments the natives grow
pineapples, bananas, papaws, tares and various
other fruits and vegetables.

Suireg FarMming.

In July a new venture was begun. Seetions of
land comsisting of about twenty acres were
granted to patives to work on a share farming
basis, the agreement being that the native farmer
would have the sole right to work and manage
the property as he desired for his own interest
and the interest of the Mission, that the Mission
provide free rations for the native and his
family; that the Mission supply the necessary
implements to farm the property; that the pro-
ceeds from the sale of produce be shared by the
farmer and the Mission.
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This agreement is to be reviewed after twelve
months, This is but the first stage in a venture
which is hoped will encourage at least some
natives to become responsible farmers.

Srtock.

The Mission Reserve consists of about 250,000
acres, but only a limited area is snitable for
vattle grazing. The herd at present numbers
about 250 beef eattle including the 65 calve
branded during the year. :

No cattle were sold, but some were killed to
supply fresh meat for the natives.

EbUcATION,

The School staff consisted of two white
teachers and four native monitresses. The native
monitresses have proved helpful, but experience
has shown that they cannot in any way replace
the services of a trained white teacher. The
enrolment for the year was 74 with an average
daily attendance of 70. The children have shown
more of a natural aptitude for such subjects as
drawing, writing, arts and erafts than, for
example, arithmetic and social studies.

RECREATION.

Rugby Union is a popular sport for the men
during the cooler months of the year. A keen
team spirit is a pleasing aspect. Basket Ball
for the girls was introduced during the year and
it was played enthusiastically.

Hunting and fishing have lost noune of their
attractions.

Open-air concerts were staged during the year
and proved popular.

The Annual Show again proved a suceess and
has become one of the big events of the year.
Exhibition of handicraft, art, and cooking was
displayed, judged and prizes awarded. Sports
were then engaged in with enthusiasm, horse
cvents being the most popular.

SPIRITUAL.

Church services held each Sunday morning
and Bible study each Sunday afternoon were
well attended. The general knowledge of
seripture aequired would compare more than
favourably with many white congregations.

Choir singing was particularly appreciated by
the natives who show seme aptitude for
harmonisation, although the general quality of
the voices, especially of the women, leaves
something to be desired.

As usual the Christmas and Easter serviyes
were a special highlight. At present services
are being held in the school building which
leaves much to be desired from the liturgical
angle.

With the completion of the new church the
services should be mueh enhanced.

APPRECTATION.
Appreciation is hereby expressed to all who
have in any way been of service to this Mission
and Missions in general. In connection with this

Report we would express speeial thanks to the
Director of Native Affairs and his staff and to
the Department of Health and Home Affairs for
their assistance, co-operation, and general
interest in aboriginal welfare,

APPENDIX T.

MONA MONA MISSION, via CAIRNS.

{Superintendent Pastor N. A. Ferris,
MBE)

The Station has passed through a rather
turbulent year but still finds itself riding along
to better conditions and a more unified team
approach to the general problems of a native
station, by both Europeans and natives.

An unfortunate aceident and 2 long medical
attempt to regain his full strength kept Mr.
Turner, then Superintendent from attending to
the many responsibilities of the Station. He

- was finally compelled to relinquish his duaties.

Re-organisation of the Mission began immedi-
ately in the sawmill and in all other Depart-
ments. The Office received a face 1lift with better
facilities added.

A fully qualified Accountant in the person
of Mr. Cecil Bailey was added to the team and
he has taken over a very difficult situation and
has gradually sorted out many problems.

To cope with a large building programme, Mr.
Clyde Litster and family have joined the Mission
team and in the past few months many renova-
tions have been made. Four native buildings
are in the course of construction, one almost
completed, and the foundations for a new
Church building commenced. Mrs. Litster has
also joined the office staff, giving valuable help.

The old dispensary has been converted into
the accountant’s residence, while one of the
dormitories near the centre of the station has
been made into a hospital.

MEgpICAL,

Sister Myrtle Allum joined the staff as
medical officer and has rendered very helpful
and efficient service, She reports:—

Males. Females Total.
Deaths e . 3 3 6
Births .. .. 10 4 14

It will be noted that during the past two years
the total number of deaths number 12, while
births number 32. These figures now bring the
present population to 325.

The health of the people has been generally
good. Measles and seasonal colds have been
prevalent, but no serious epidemics have oecur-
red nor have there been any fresh cases of
Hansen’s Disease during the year,

Hookworm and tuberculosis tests have been
made during the period.

Appreciation is given to Mareeba and Cairns
hospitals for medical services rendered to the
Mission eommunity at their hospitals,
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STORE.

During the year the store has proved to be a
centre of interest and activity. Mrs. Ferris has
watched the family needs and has endeavoured to
provide the essentials for a good diet. She has
also helped to greatly improve the bread cutput.
In all departments natives are trained to do
the various tasks required.

EbucaTioN.
The Principal of the school reports 83 pupils,

made up of 44 boys and 39 girls. These are
taught in Grades 1 to 7.

iB .. .- .. .- ..o 14

IA .. .. .. .. .. 19

e .. ‘e .. .. .. 14

3 15

4 7

5 10

] 2

7 2

Achievement.—Quite & few obtained between
o0 per cent. and 80 per cent. in English, Arith-
metic and Social Studies examinations of the
Cairns State Central School. Two ex-pupils
have entered their second year of training at
the Australasian Missionary College, Cooran-
bong, New South Wales.

A fairly good average attendance was main-
tained during the year. The school is very
fortunate in having qualified teachers—Mr. D,
E. Hay, B.A., L.Th., has introduced a2 number
of practieal methods of teaching. One is the
setting up of a store in the class room. The
children take their turn in both selling and
buying. While there are no actual real foods
for sale, yet the value of money is taught in a
playful and interesting way. Many visitors
from around Australia and overseas have stated
that the Mona Mona School has certain features
for the training of native children which are
unique,

Miss Gillam left during the year and Mrs.
Weedon stepped in and her services have been
greatly appreciated.

SAWMILL. ‘
Efforts have been made to increase the saw-
mill output. The demand for pine and hickory
has continued, but we are not yet equipped to
ineet the demand on our one bench mill.

Hardwood sleepers are cut and supplied to
the Railway Department.

Timber milled during the year amounted to:—

Contents, Recovery.
Pine .. . 141,165 94,600
Miscellaneous Hardwoods .. 235,012 125,730

SToCE.

An effort is being made to improve the stock.
Two Santa Gertrudis heifers with stud standards
were purchased from Mr. Kelly of Bundaberg
and & young bull from Mr. Atkinson of Wyroona
Station.

Eight heifer calves were bought from A.LS.
Stud and stud bulls were purchased through
Mr. Kidd of Malanda and these are all doing
well, Some interesting reports should be given
of these stud crosses at a later date.

c
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GENERAL,

The Station presented to the new Superin-
tendent many problems. Through the courtesies
of the Director of Native Affairs, Mr. C.
O’Leary and his staff and Pastor W. Richards,
President of the Seventh-day Adventist Con-
ference of North Queensland and Mr. Perkins,
Manager of the Bank of New South Wales,
Cairns, Mona Mona Station is rising to a new
day. The general behaviour of the natives
is very good, and on-the whole the health and
good-will of the people is much improved.

APPRECIATION.

I wish to express appreciation to Mr. Murphy
who, during his visit, gave able assistance to the
Accountant who had but recently taken over his
responsibilities. With our books in order and
regular organised groups employed in regular
work, 1957-58 should prove to be a very success-
ful year.

APPENDIX 8,
TORRES STRAIT ISLANDS AND

PENINSULAR AREA.

(P. J. Killoran—Deputy Director of Native
Affairs.)

During the year under review the overall
health of the Torres Strait Islander has reeeived
major atfention and results achieved can be
regarded as very satisfactory.

In conjunction with Island Industries Board,
medical survey parties have been transported to
all Eastern Islands, Central Islands and some of
the Western Islands have received attention,

The medical survey team carried ont a com-
plete check of all inhabitants of an Island in
regard to mantoux testing and X-ray of those
persons warranting such with a mobile X-ray
unit and, where necessary B.C.G. Vaccination
finalised the survey at an individual Island.

In addition to the survey work being carried
out at Islands arrangements were made with the
Medieal Superintendent, and Tuberculosis
Medical Officer whereby every Torres Strait
Islander and Aboriginal employed in the Marine
Industry received a medieal check and X-ray at
the close of the season and it is very satisfying
to know that the result of the survey and exam-
inations revealed a more satisfactory state of
health than was previously envisaged.

Additional to the Tuberculosis Survey Work,
Dental Officers provided by the Queensland
Government carried out dental work at a number
of the Islands as transport arrangements
permitted.

Arrangements have also been made by the
Government Medical Officer whereby children
on the larger Islands are receiving continuing
protection against Diphtheria, Whooping Cough,
&e., to ensure that no major outbreak of these
diseases will scourge the Torres Strait areas.

In addition the Queensland (Government pro-
vided the full time services of a Health Inspector
and Heokworm Expert and his services have
been available, to date, at more than half of
the Islands of Torres Strait combating Hook-
worm and acting as General Adviser in improv-
ing health standards on the various reserves.



MariNE INDUSTRY.

As in previous years all available able bodied
men residing in the Torres Strait Islands have
offered themselves for work in the Marine
Industry and are employed in the gathering of
Pearl Shell and Trochus Shell,

The Torres Strait Islanders, as owners of their
own vessels-are also engaged in the gathering of
Pearl Shell and Trochus shell and each operates
as an individual entity.

No Torres Strait Islander acquired his lugger
in an easy way and the majority obtained them
at the termination of hostilites with Japan.
When the men were discharged from the Army,
family groups pooled their deferred pay to
purchase luggers in the main through army
disposal. These luggers were equipped with sail
power only and for a number of years the men
operated ‘“‘skin diving’’ but continued to save
their money in order to purchase the necessary
equipment to go deeper as the shell became
searce in the shallow waters accessible to the
skin diver. :

“Skin diving”’ luggers were then equipped
with hand pumps, but still dependent upon sail-
power, until funds were available to finance
engines and equipment to such an extent that
today their luggers are equal to others opera-
ting in the Pearling Industry.

Many obtained temporary financial assistance
from Island Industries Board, which assistance
has been repaid. .

‘WELFARE.

Welfare Clubs on the various Islands in
Torres Strait and at Bamaga and Cowal Creek
on Cape York Peninsula continue to create a
club spirit among the young and old at each
centre.

These Welfare Clubs provide entertainment
and in addition raise funds for various projects
for the general good of the inhabitants of a
particular Island and the result is a greater
degree of happiness, contentment and inter-
mingling of the members.

As a departure from previous years, the Torres
Strait Island Committee which annually held a
Bazaar at Thursday Island decided to forego
their right last year to allow the month to he
allocated to some other worthy cause and as a
result the Ambulance and the R.S.S.AILLA.
Memorial Funds benefited appreciably.

The following are the credit balances in the
Welfare Funds controlled by the Sub-Depart-
ment of Native Affairs and operated on by the
Native Welfare Committee—

£ & 4
Alpin Hostel Welfare Fund 1315 4
Badu Seliool Fund 767 19 3
Bamaga Sechool Account 872 5 2
Bamaga Welfarce aps 11 3
Boigu Welfare Club 147 10 4
Coconut Welfare Club .. 52 14 10
Cowal Creek Welfare Fund 159 14 6
PDarnley Island School Library . 739
Darnley Island Welfare Fund .. .. 58 17 6
Southern Cross Club Dowar .. .. 13112 7
Dowar 8chool Welfare Fund .. . 3 8 7
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£ s
Kubin School Welfare Fund .. . 144 8 6
Mabuiag Sehool Welfare Fund 409 3 4
Mabuiag Welfare Club . . 17 5 9
Murray Island Bchool Fund .. o 24516 9
Murray Island Welfare Club .. . 8 6 9
8aibai Herald Clubs .. . .- W § 3
Baibai Welfare Club .. .. . 10 5 8
Stephen Island School Welfare Fund 2w 3
Yam Island Welfare Fund .. - 12 5 1
Wesatern Island Comforts Fund . 6313 9
Eastern Island Comforts Fund . 146 15 7
Torres Btrait Circulating Library .. 1,082 3 10

BaAby IsLAND SCHOOL.
{Government Teacher—P. R. Frith.)

Badu Island Primary School.—The number of
children now on roll is 129, comprising 67 boys
and 62 girls, an increase of 23 pupils since the
last return.

The staff has been increased to six native
assistants and one trainee.

Progress throughout the school, though not
spectacular, has been steady and uniform
throughout, and very gratifying.

The Oxford English Course of Readers has
now been adopted in all classes and the Queens-
land Reader and the Happy Venture Series are
being used as supplementary Readers. The
Queensland Social Study Reader hag proved
excellent material for the children in Grade LV.
and above.

The highlight of the school year has been the
erection of the new school building. The old
school, previously the headquarter store of the
Papuan Industries, was erected in 1904. The
new school is on the site of the old building.

The new school erected by native carpenters,
under the direction of the Supervisor, Mr. E.
Niblett, is a credit to these island tradesmen.
It consists of three buildings, each 60 ft. by
20 ft., giving a floor space of 3,600 sq. ft. With
the large number of casements installed it makes
for very airy conditions.

The school is to be lined with Masonite, which
has been donated by the Badu Council and
people. The School Committee are supplying
the paint and labour for the new building.

Buildings.—The Chairman of the Island, who
is also the (Government Representative of the
Western Torres Strait and all people of the
area under his jurisdiction would like to thank
the Hon. the Minister and the Department of
Native Affairs for their unfailing help and
assistance that is so readily forthcoming on all
oceasions. This especially applies to the new
buildings that have been constructed since the
inception of the Torres Strait Building Pro-
gramme. On Badu there has been built, eleven
cottages (each cottage containing three rooms,
kitchen and sanitary serviees) a new store, a
rectory, a new school and repairs and additions
to teachers quarters and staff quarters.

During the eurrent year six cottages and new
school have been erected by island labour. This
is indeed a remarkable effort as the work is done
by island labour.



Loading timber at Thuraday Island from Depariment’'s mill at Bamaga Seltlement.
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Several additions and alterations have been
made to the homes in the village. Three houses
have installed bathrooms with water connected.

Health.—Towards the latter end of last year
an outbreak of influenza of rather a severe type
broke out and this was immediately followed by
an epidemi¢ of whooping cough. This con-
tinued until Mareh of this year, when the last
case was reported. It was found necessary to
refer several children to Thursday Island for
check up, but fortunately there were no deaths.

Two cases of appendicitis were eonveyed to
Thursday Island by Doctor Meredith for opera-
tion during June this year.

A most regrettable baby death oceurred dur-
ing June, the ecause being broncho-pneumonia
breaking a ten-year reeord, as no Badu child had
been lost during this period.

A variety of other illnesses, accidents, &e.,
have been treated and mothers have been en-
couraged to bring their babies for weighing and
general check up. Under-weight babies are
admitted to the hospital until their econdition
1s satisfactory.

Ex Waihen patients are weighed weekly and
encouraged to carry out the Doctor’s instructions
regarding feeding and resting and are admitted
to hospital if found to be losing weight.

Health Inspector O’Shea arrived Badu on
the 13th May and stayed for nearly three weeks
conducting a hookworm campaign and found a
very heavy infestation. A large percentage of
the pepulation was given treatment.

In conclusion I desire to express my sincere
thanks to the Government Medical Officer, Wire-
less Operator and the Deputy Director of Native
Affairs for their ready co-operation at all times
and under any circumstances.

DiarNLEY IsLanDp ScHOOL,
(Government Feacher—Q. (. Smart.)

Enrolment—
Boys .. . .. . . .. b2
Girle .. .. .. e Ve L. 44
Total . .. .. - .. 96

Average attendance—87.
Grades—Preparatory to Beventh Grade,

Progress.—Progress has been very slow but
must be eonsidered satisfactory bearing in mind
the many interruptions to school work occa-
sioned by the mediesl survey of last year, an
epidemie of whooping eough and the absence
of the Government Teacher on other duties at
Stephen Island on wvarious ocecasions,

Standards.—The standard of English econ-
tinues to improve slowly and some good efforts
have been made at letter writing. The fact that
regular, if somewhat delayed, correspondence

with children in England has been established
for some considerable time, has had a noticeable
effect on written English. Several changes in
staff have set back the previous high standard
of mechanical work but when the younger
teachers settle down to routine and regularly
attend the teacher training sessions due to
resume in the near future, then the standard will
no doubt improve,

The older members of the staff have worked
well and have maintained a high standard of
control and of book work.

‘Physical Educeiion.—Physical edueation
has again been an important item on the school
curriculum. All children take part in games
and athleties with pgreat enthusiasm. Western
Distriets again were the most suecessful team in
sporting competitions. Both island dancing
and folk dancing are very popular with the
children and with their inherent suppleness
and agility, they soon become very competent
performers.

Activities.—The chief event of the school
year was again the concert presented immedi-
ately prior to the August vacation. The senior
boys have as a spare time activity assisted the
Government Teacher to repair school furniture.

A bazasr was again held in connection with
the break-up at Christmas and proceeds were
for the benefit of the school welfare fund. A
Christmas carol party was organised by the
senior boys and girls and all villages were visited,
resulting in some twelve pounds being collected
for the Chureh.

Welfare—New executive officers were elected
by the school welfare committee and European
dances were held to obtain funds. A radiogram
has been ordered and together with the projector
previously purchased should prove of very great
benefit to both pupils and pecple of Darnley.
The new school building is almost ready for
oceupation and all are eagerly awaiting opening
day.

Village Activities and Occupations.—The male
population has again been occupied in the
fishing of trochus and pear]l shell either on
luggers or using their own dinghies.

Gardens have been extensively cultivated and
pigs and poultry are raised by most Islanders
for their own consumption. Almost all able
bodies persons assisted in the transfer of build-
ings materials to the site of the new school
building.

Buildings—The new school is almost com-
pleted and should soon be ready for oceupation.
Foundations have been laid for four new cot-
tages and construction of one is well on the way.
Repairs have been carried out to steps at the
rear of the Cottage Hospital

Health.—The staff of the Cottage Hospital
have had a very busy year. An epidemic of
whooping cough affecting some seventy chil-
dren caused considerable work. This was fol-
lowed by a medical survey party towards the
end of the year investigating tuberculosis. The
whole population of the island were tested and if



necessary were X-rayed. On the return of the
Government Nurse from leave some of the cases
of yaws were discovered and this together with
a very large number of people suffering from
serious leg uleers necessitated the visit of Dr.
Gwynn and Bister Ellis from Thursday Island.
At the present time a dental survey is being
carried out by Mr. B. J. Johnson and his
mechanie.

General.—During the visit of Dr. G. Hales and
his party on the tuberculosis survey, Mr. J.
McKenna the Base Radio Officer brought a film
projector to the island. Documentaries and a
cartoon depicting the evils wrought by T.B.
germs were much appreciated by an audience
of almost the whole population. The films were
discussed for quite a long time after the
departure of the party and further visits of
the like nature would be of great benefit.

MapviAq ISLAND SCHOOL.
{Government Teacher—B. J. McGuire.}
EDUCATION—ENROLMENT,

The enrolment for the twelve months
increased from 61 to 72. The mean quarterly
enrolment was 66,

Attendance.—The average daily attendance
for the year was 585, This is an increase of
26 per cent. on last year’s attendance. This
iz quite a large increase and the attendances
now are aprpoaching those of 1946, when over
90 pupils attended the Mabuiag Island School.
The attendance figures would have been higher
but for an outbreak of whooping cough and
urti in October-November, 1956. All children
are keen on school and no difficulty is experi-
enced in encouraging regular attendance.

Conduct.—Conduct generally has been very
satisfactory throughout the year and the
children are obedient and diligent,

Staff —The staff comprises five native assist-
ants and one trainee teacher,

. Progress—The new syllabus has now been
in operation five years. The results are satis-
factory but not surprising. Basic mathematics
provide no difficulty. Interpretative mathe-
Iatics requiring a sound knowledge constitute
a diffieulty. As in all subjects the barrier of
English limits the scope of the Syllabus. It is
not possible to overeome the ‘‘language barrier’’
on Mabuiag ; outside of the school the necessity
of a knowledge of English barely exists.

The school is graded from Preparatory to
Grade VI,

ISLAND GENERAL.

Marine Industry Development.—This season
one trochus and one pearl-shell lugger have
Mabuiag skippers. All other able-bodied men
are engaged in some employment, though natur-
ally the majority of them are engaged in the

arine Industry.
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Some home dinghies have been gathering a
little trochus shell but the sharp drop in price
will certainly affect this venture,

Agriculture and food-growing developments.
—There appears to be a greater effort being
made to cultivate more gardens this year.
Unfortunately wild pigs are still a menace and
it is regrettable that the best of the garden
areas is unculivated.

House BRuilding, die.—The official opening
of the new cottages was performed on 6th
October, by the Western Island Representative.
1t was pleasing to note that all owners had
painted the interiors and roofs. Other village
homes also received a brightening-up with paint
here and there.

The Council has pulled down one house during
the year and had it rebuilt. Two more houses
which are considered unsound will be demolished
later and re-erected.

Another bridge has been added in the village,

A large hall (60 ft. x 20 £t.) has been erected
by The Mothers' Union, It has a stage and a
stove recess and will fulfil a great demand.

Health—Ancther epidemic was experienced
in October-November. Whooping cough devel-
oped and then urti supervened. The greatest
number being treated on one day was 103. In
all 79 children and 27 adults were affected.
Sister Maiden from Thursday Island Hospital
arrived on 3rd November, 1956, to assist Mrs.
MeGuire, No deaths occurred.

At present another epidemie is being experi-
enced. Over 70 children and adults are at
present affected. It appears to be a type of
sehool sore which quickly ulcerates.

A most acceptable service introduced during
the year was a remote radio transceiver at the
Government Medical Offieer’s office.  This per-
mits of direet communication with the Govern-
ment Medical Officer and allows of a more satis-
factory dealing with medical cases. Also, a
system mow operates whereby contaet ecan be
made seven days a week between the hours of
7 am. and 7 p.m. These services again stress
the incaleulable value of our radio network,

Murray IsLanp ScHooL.
{ Government Teacher—E. J. Freemantle,)

The school has an enrolment of 65 boys and
75 girls, giving a total of 140 pupils. It is staffed
by seven native teachers.

As anticipated last year, the all rTound
progress has been sufficient to warrant the
addition of an eighth class for 1957. Classes
now range from Preparatory to Class VII.

In English there has been an improvement in
the understanding of the spoken word, reading
comprehension, composition and grammar.
Progress in voluntary oral expression by the
answering of guestions and by classroom con-
versation, has been encouraging. Self sufficiency
in the use of the mother tongue still remains,
on this remote island, the prime obstacle to a
facility in English.



In arithmetic all work requiring memory and
simple straight forward mechanical processes is
reaching the required standard. An inecreasing
grasp of English is bringing about an upward
trend in work of the problem type. The
elements of geometry and simple geometrieal
forms are taught in the semior class. It has
been found possible to include mechanical
drawing and secale drawing with field work with
the boys of Classes VI. and VII. The sight of
the boys measuring the front elevation of the
medieal aid post or making a preliminary
survey of the school grounds aroused great
interest among the Islanders. Such purposeful
practical work, requiring caleulation, aceuracy
and the full use of the ruler and other drawing
tools has produecd quite satisfactory results
which are reflected in other allied subjeets.

The Queensland Syllabus for Social Studies is
followed as closely as possible, Attention is also
given to the children’s natural interest in the
peoples of the neighbouring countries. With the
senior class weekly lessons are given in health
and elementary science,

A needlework class for the girls of the two
upper classes was formed in September, 1956,
under the guidance of Mrs. Freemantle, assisted
by one of the teachers who attended her earlier
class. The pupils have now reached the stage
when they are making their own dresses. It is
anticipated that this elass will make soft toys
for Christmas presents later on in the year.

Out of doors activities consist prineipally of
games and gardening.

Among the school activities the Christmas
concert was the highlight of the year. One wing
of the school was cleared and a stage, eomplete
with scenery, was erected. The seenery was made
and coloured by the senmior boys as an art
projeet. All ‘ages were presented in a full
programme. The juniors contributed a nursery
thyme playlet in mime and song, entitled *‘Sing
a Song of Sixpence,”” which was enjoyed by
them equally as much as by the audience. A
fairy story, ‘‘ The Gloomy Goblin’’ in the mother
tongue was offered by the middle school. Then
followed a Nativity play, one scene of which, the
Court of King Herod, was particularly colourful
and realistic. The audience was very apprecia-
tive of the fine rendering by the school children
and teachers of the Rev. Dr. W, Rechnitz’s trans-
lation of the introit from Schubert’s German
Mass. This was eonducted by Dr. Rechnitz. The
The final items of the second half of the pro-
gramme were old and new island dances
beautifully executed by the senior girls. At the
request of the people two further performances
were given during the Christmas vacation, a
fitting tribute to the hard work put in by the
children and staff,

On Christmas Eve, as the children sat
gathered around a gaily decorated tree singing
carols, Father Christmas arrived by dinghy and,
escorted by lIsland drummers and guitarisis,
appeared upon the seene. Parents as well as
children enjoyed the fun of opening the parcels
from Father Christmas’ sack.
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The School Welfare Fund now shows a favour-
able balance of £200 10s. The Mothers’ Union
donation this year was much appreciated amdl
is an indication of the growing interest of the.
parents in the school. We expect to utilise some
of these funds for the foundation of a school
library and reading room.

The school’s eontribution to the Royal National
Show was & series of sixteen illustrated wall
sheets felling some of the folk lore of Murray.
We are indebted to Marou, a much valued elder
of the community, for his version of these
stories. Two cases of shells collected by the
children were also sent.

In conclusion, at the end of a suceessful year,
1 gladly express my appreciation to the staft
for their loyal co-operation and hard work, and
to the members of the School Welfare Committee
who were always ready to come to our assistance
when needed.

Health—The medienl aid post is supervised
by Mrs. Fréemantle, and staffed by one male and
two female Island assistants. The health of the
people in general has been good and in the few
cases of emergency assistance has very promptly
been given by the Department and hospital
authorities. On their part the Islanders have
supported the post most willingly. Over the
past two years all expectant mothers have had
their babies in Thursday Island Hospital. A
Baby Day at the post when the mothers bring
their babies for weighing and advice is well
attended.

The Islanders were visited by a medical party
under Dr. Hales and examined for tuberculosis.
Full co-operation was given by the people, who
expressed their appreciation of the party’s
endeavours on their behalf with a farewell feast.
Dr. Hales’ talk to the couneil and to the Island
meeting were extremely. useful. His filmsirip
shows were of great interest to everyone. When
he revisited the island in an emergency he
received a great weleome.

We record our appreciation of the innovation
of personal medical replies given daily by the
Government Medical Officer. This service is
very helpful. :

General —Two other concerts held this year
are worthy of high praise. The Mothers’ Union
gave us an entertaining evening of daneing items
and the Murray Island Welfare Club contributed
a grand display of island dancing and hulas.
In the latter conecert the troupe of girl dancers
on a stage beautifully decorated with poly leaf
and other island materials showed great
versatility in some very ecomplicated dance
movements, Many new tunes of local com-
position were included. The presentation and
content of these concerts revealed much careful
preparation. Everyone. is now loocking forward
to the Anmiversary Concert of the Southern
Cross Club in August.

Everyone was sorry to say good-bye to the
Rev. Bogo Pilot who was much loved here for
his sincerity and active interests. We welcome
in his place the Rev. Dr. W. Rechnitz, late of
Edward River Mission.



York IsLaxp Scrool.
(Government Teacher—F. J. Langston.)

The attendance percentage figure is exeel-
lent, During the last quarter of 1956 no child
missed a day's school. The figures for this year
heen almost 100 per cent.

In addition to the Government Teacher the
sehool is staffed by three Island teachers. There
arc six grades including one girl doing Grade
VIII, work with moderate success except that
English (especially written composition) is weak.

Progress has been satisfactory in all grades.
English is the only sub-standard subject. This
is difficult to overcome as a type pidgin mixed
with the native tongue is the main language
spoken on the isiland. I have found that most
children eomprehend correct English fairly
well, but have contact with it only at school,
Mathematies and memory work are of a very
fair standard and in the upper grades Social
Studies is excellent.

The Queensland Syllabus has been followed
cosely with respect to Australian Social Studies
but has been curtailed to some extent on other
countries. The children are avidly interested in
facts and stories about places studied; music
and art periods are taken regularly and are very
ropular. The spontanecus harmony in singing
makes the teaching of songs a pleasure. For the
most part art periods allow for free expression
and some of the work is of high standard. Folk
dancing is popular and easily mastered beeause
of the sense of ryhthm in the children.

A:scheol concert in which every child partici-
pated was enjoyed by all and netted the newly
formed School Committee almost £20.

On Christmas Eve the committee provided a
Christmas Tree with gifts for every child on
the island. " Approximately 85 children, includ-
Ing visitors, received gifts valued at about 5s.
each from Father Christmas in traditional
costume. It was the first time any child from
this school had seen Father Christmas in the
flesh and even children of ten years of age were
somewhat in awe.

Plans are well in hand for the first school
hazaar which promises to be a great finanecial
STecess,

The school radiogram has been of great assist-
ance, not only to the sehool, but to the publie
generally as they may listen to news broadeasts,
&c., and thereby gain a wider knowledge of the
outside world.

A film strip projector has been ordered for
the school and it is proposed that adults, as
well as school children will see educational
strips. From previous experience I have found
that, for instructional purposes, the strip
Projector is of far greater value than movies.

Before my arrival here in June, 1956, the
sthool had been without a white teacher for
about nine months, but the standard maintained
by the three Island teachers was good. The
senior assistant teacher is to be complimented on
his good work, as besides administration in the
sthool he had to teach three grades.
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Health.—The general health of the people on
the island has been good. Several cases of
whooping cough were treated, but the complaint
did not reach epidemic proportions.

Several serious cases were referred to Thurs-
day Island for hospital treatment, including a
man who had lost an eye in a turtle spearing
accident. Our thanks go to the Department of
Native Affairs and the Island Industries Board
cargo vessels and also our lugger skippers who
have conveyed these persons to Thursday
Island. We were unfortunate to lose a woman’s
life early in January while I was taking her to
Thursday Island by lugger. I am sure that had
this women reported her illness earlier or had
co-operated when her eondition became known,
her life could have been saved.

The new radio medical set-up is of great
assitance to the nurse in charge. I feel that the
Government Medical Officer’s personal adviee
gives far greater confidence than the cold in-
structions of a radio message.

The Department of Native Affairs radio
offiecers have been most helpful and efficient in
handling medieal traffic.

During the latter part of 1956 the Government
Dental Officer (Mr. B, Johnston) and dental
Mechanic spent abut four weeks here. Although
extractions were completed a mechanical break-
down prevented the completion of the dental
work.

In February we were visited by a Health
Inspeetor {Mr. J. O’Shea) who carried out in-
speetion of the whole population for hookworm.
The only cases identified were several temporary
residents from New Guinea. The health
Inspector also carried out a general health
inspection of the island, including preparation
and handling of food, sanitary disposal of
rubbish, &c. No mosquito or fly breeding
grounds were found. He was amazed by the
almost complete absence of mosquitoes on the
island,

The whole population was treated with a
prophylactic course of atebrin during the wet
months as a precaution against malaria. At an
carly date all children below school age will have
triple antigen injections to immunise against
whooping cough, diphtheria and tetanus.

Island Affatrs.—Weekly village days have kept
the island roads in excellent eondition and areas
surrounding public buildings spotlessly clean.
The women, in particular, are to be eommended
for this, as at most times, almost every man is
away at work in pearling and trochus boats.

During the season completed the boats working
from here were very suecessful in both pearl
and trochus fishing. One privately owned sail-
ing eutter fished about 35 tons of trochus shell
with a erew of fourteen men. Lugger skippers
in spite of bad weather, during usually ‘‘good
times’’” reported a quite satisfactory season.

‘While the boats were working close to home
their return during spring tides was eagerly
awaited by the people here as they seldom
returned without turtles, kingfish and oceasion-
ally dugong, '



0Old and new cottage, Kubin Village, Moq Island.
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Several sailing dinghies working the home
reefs and adjacent islands had fair seasons.

(ardens flourished in spite of the late start of
the wet season and provided ample supplies of
sweet potatoes, yams, cassava, water-melons and
pumpkins, Some tomatoes were grown with
moderate success. A type of yam intreduced
from New Guinea has been grown successfully
and tastes very much like an English potato.

During the wet season a type of aphis killed
many of the papaw trees on the island and
beetles caused heavy losses in some melon
gardens,

ACCOUNTS,

Particulars of accounts controlled by the
Director of Native Affairs in Thursday Island
a8 apart from the aceounts administered by the
Brisbane Office are—

ACCOUNTS TO 3isr MARCH, 1957.

—_— Number of . " =
Accounta. Deposita, Withdrawals. | Balunce 1-4-36. | Balance 31-3-57.
£ s d £ o d £ o d £ s d.
Torres Strait Islands and
Missions .e .. 8,274 398,240 14 0O 399,563 1% 7 247,267 17 b 130,934 1 10
Inveatmenta ve 115000 0 0
£245934 11 10
. Number of Number of
Seotion. Accounts 31-3-58. | Accounts 31357, | Dalance 31-3-56. | Balance 31-3-57.
£ o d £ & d
Islands .e .. .o . 4,004 4,317 149336 6 & 139,218 14 5
Missions . .. .- . 622 715 51417 13 6 69,542 12 1
Ialand Funds ‘e .e .s 87 105 30,787 19 © 34,631 19 o
Child Endowment e . 1,059 1,137 15,716 18 & 12541 6 4
5,862 6,274 £247.267 17T 5 £245,934 11 10

NorTHERN PENINSULA RESERVE,
BAMAGA AND COWAL CREEK.
{Superintendent—Mr, H. M. Sidgwick.)

POPULATION.
Bamaga.—
Adults .. 204
Children 143
— 347
Cowal Creek.—
Adults . . 120
Children . 89
— 209
556
Number of Bwths—
Bamaga .. . B
Cowsl Creek ., - 14
Number of Deatks—-—
Bamaga . Ve . o1
Cowal Creek o4
ScHoOLS,
Bamaga.—
Boys s
Girls .. 29
. — 65
Cowal Creek.—
Boys 18
Qirla 26
— 42
Red Island Point.—
Boys e 9
Girls .. . e . 9
— 18
125
THE SEASON.

Rainfall for the twelve months ending the
30th June, 1957, totalled 9,123 points. Rainfall
for the six months of 1957 totalled 8,043 points,
the months of February and April accounting

for 51 inches with only 92 points recorded for
the months of May-June. The rain of February
and April fell in falls of mostly over 11 inches,
and caused heavy local flooding in all creeks.
Damage was done to all roads, the Cowal Creek
road being impassable for heavy traffic for some
weeks.

SAWMILLING.
Produetion.—
Logs milled 1,146 super. feet.
Log gross 319,788 super. feet,
Recovery net 160,500 super, feet.
Bawn timber used Bamaga and
Cowal Creek 32,000 super. feet,
Sawn timber supplied to
Weipa Mission - 15,000 super, feet.
TIMBER.
Pending the installation of immunising

tanks, the bulk of the logs cut have been of
species non-susceptible to the Lietus borer. Any
timbers’ sapwood susceptible have been milled
clear of sap and the resulting off cuts put to
uses other than permanent buildings,

The reports of the District Forester and
Botanist have been of great assistance to us in
determining these timbers. It is hoped that the
immunising tanks will be completed within
the next three months.

The available millable timbers on the Bamaga
and Cowal Creek reserves are now nearly eut
out. Logging will commence in the Cody Hill
area later on this year.

Log supplies to the mill during the year have
been above requirements. Four cutters have
been kept employed with occasional assistance
from additional men as available.
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The Caterpillar D4 tractor and two jinkers
have provided satisfactory transport for logs to
the mmll.

MILL IMPROVEMENTS,

Installation of a new countershaft with a vee
belt primary drive to the engines. This has
greatly increased the efficiency of the power
drive to both saws. Belt slip and loss of horse-
power almost non-existant.

New semi-Canadian saw spindle installed with
a larger diameter collar to take saws up to 6 ft.
‘We can now handle logs of over 100-inch G.B.H,

Mill workshop shed built containing the gul-
leting machine double head grinder. Modi-
fications to the Enock Down Knees and log
skids. Installation of 2,000 gallon water tanks
in plaece of 400 gallons. Extension of the 3-in.
water main into the mill which now provides
ample volume and pressure to control any fire
risk. During the year the two Southern Cross
40-h.p. engines have been given & major over-
haul at approximately 6,0{) hours.

A sawdust removal unit is now being installed
to remove the sawdust from both saws into a
hopper. When completed this will save approxi-
mately 1} man hours a day which in the past
has been spent in the manual removal of the
day’s work.

During this wet season local flooding in the
mill stopped work for several days, check drains
could not handle the volume of rain.

LABOUE.

An average of ten men has been employed
during the year and have proved satisfactory.
Our best No. 1 benchman is in hospital but
satisfactory replacements have been trained.
Mr. C. F. Andersen, benchman in charge,
resigned in May.

BUILDING.

The following buildings were ecompleted
during the year:—
Bamaga.—
Branch store 20 ft. x 60 ft. cement floor.
Two native cottages 26 ft. x 28 ft.
Extensions to pig yards, Feed shed.
Repairs to 2 staff residences.

Cowal Creek.—
Nine 24 ft. x 26 ft. native cottages.
Branch store 20 ft. x 60 ft. cement floor,
Three Native cottages partly completed,

All eottages and stores were completed by a
gang of six to seven men working under a native

foreman with periodieal . inspections by the .

Department’s Building Officer. The work done
by these men has been excellent. The buildings
are timber, sheeted in fibro with an iron roof.

WATER SUPPLY AND IRRIGATION.

Bamaga.—
Taatallation of 40-h.p. Bouthern Cross engine and
pump to deliver 20,000 gallons per hour.

500 yd. 4-in, galvanised iron main,
200 yd. 3-in. galvanised iron main to sawmill,

Auxilinry mains where required in the farm aren
81in. 5 in, x 4 in. force pump for domestic water
supply.

Cowal Creek.—

Instalistion of 3 in. x 3 in. foree pump And engine
unit, on new well at the northern end of the
township.

20,000-gallon galvanised iron tank on a cement base
completely cemented inside,

Work is going forward on the reticulation pipe
line to all houses, church, school, M.A_P., and
sanitary depot,

This will be completed in the next two weeks.

A 20,000 gallon tank will provide domestic
water and also supply a surplus which ean be
used for irrigation of a community garden,
school and house gardens. The pump ean he
coupled direet to a Skinner spray line for
watering more extensive crops. Good soil is
available near the tank and pump. At a later
date a windmill will be put up to supply direct
from the well and ¢ld dam to the tank.

The heavy flood rains this season brought the
worst floods in the Nona and Mosby ereeks for
several years, Flood waters ran two feet over
the top of the weir but no damage was done
to pumps and engines. Ampie volume and
pressure of water is now available for irrigation
over the present cleared area of the farm.

SOMERSET.

Coconuts mostly in copra form have been
brought down for pig feed.

A caretaker has been in residence most of the
year, some repairs have been done to the house.

Fellowing on this wet season there is a pro-
lific growth of grass and patural herbage. As
soon as this gets dry enough to take a slow fire
it will be burnt. Damage to the trees will result
if fires are left too late,

AMUSEMENTS.

The 16-mm. picture plant run by the Bamaga
Welfare Club is giving good service. Subject to
transport of films from Thursday Island a
weekly programme is sereened. Health films
have been received and it is hoped in the near
future eduecational films will come forward.

HOSPITAL STATISTICS.
Cowal | Red Island

Totals. Bamaga. Creek., Paoint.
In-patients .. . 169 e ve
Out-patienta .. 12,052 | 11,088 4,182
Sent forward medical

check o v 44 89 (to - 8 (to
Bamags) | Bamaga)

Sent forward X-ray, &e.—162 (ineludes other areas).
8ent forward dental—47 (ineludes other arems).

There were no serious outbreaks during the
year. The month of November was marked by
a small outbreak of influenza. The usual periodic
cases of minor illness are always coming in.
Any case thought to be serious is ordered to
Thursday Island Hospital by.the Government
Medical Officer after the case has been reported
to him by telephone. :

A complete case history card is kept on every
patient and is available for the doctor.
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Cowal Creek and Red Island Point are visited
weekly or as often as necessary. Aged people
who are unable to get about are visited regularly.
Instruction is given to mothers on food problems
and personal hygiene,

The school children are taken to the sea once
weekly during school hours for a salt water
bathe,’

CHILD WELFARE CLINIC STATISTICS.
Average monthly attendences.—

Bamaga—
Babies .. .. ve . .. &
Toddlers .. e .. .. .. 41
Cowal Creek— )
Babies .. . .. .- .. 10
Toddlers . ‘e . .. 27
Red Island Point—
Babies .. .. .. .. .. 2
Toddlers .. - .- .- .. 8

Every child is weighed and examined each
week and the mothers instrueted in the care of
the e¢hild and in the preparation of meals.
Bamaga and Red Island Point children received
Hypol, Colliron and Pentavite.

Cowal Creek children receive in addition a
daily issue of milk. Fruit and farm produce
are issued to all mothers as available. The
mothers are beecoming more co-operative and are
becoming elinic minded.

AxnuanL REporT—RADIO.

{ Engineer-Operator—J. McKenna.)
{ Assistant—I. Mullins.)

During the past year efforts have been
directed towards improving radio medical
service.

Facilites have been provided to enable the
Government Medical Officer to speak direct to
the outstations from his office. This provides
& closer liaison hetween doctor and patient and
greatly speeds rendering of assistance,

The Base Station is now available for ealls
from outstations hourly from 7 am. to 7 p.m,
seven days & week. This is done by means of a
time switck which switeches receivers on for a
period of ten wminutes each hour. Remote
speakers are located in workshop and duty crew
quarters. This system has, on several occasions,
indicated its usefulness.

Equipment.—All outstations have been visited
twice during the past year with the exception of
Mornington Island and Lockhart River. Thus
a good standard of serviceability has been
maintained.

An experimental transmitter-receiver has been
installed in the pearling lugger ‘‘Petta.”’ This
was done with a view to possible fitment in key
vessels of the fleet for use in cases of emergency.
As no commercial unit is available which gives
required simplicity of operation for unskilled
native operators a unit was constructed in our
workshop. The unit has been quite satisfactory.,

A completely new installation has been
inatalled at Yarrabah Mission. This has given
reliable communication with Cairns.

Trafiic Analysis.—

Total outward messages for year .. 14,700
Total inward messages for year 13,970
Total radio medieals .. . 1,260
Total cases treated by radio 387
Daily average of words 4,800

Communication is available with Cairns
Ambulance and Flying Doctor Base Station,
Charters Towers, in cases of emergency.

Buiping ProGRAMME—THURSDAY IsLaxp,
Toares Stearr, IsLanDs AND PENINSULA.

Under foreman carpenter, Mr. E. Niblett, an
excellent mobile team operates. This team of
20 tradesmen have been trained by Mr. Niblett
and building undertakings carried out by them
are a eredit to all concerned. The following
work was performed during the year:—

Badu Island —Dismantling and demolishment
of old sehool structure (in sections) and the
erection and completion of & new school build-
ing (in sections) approximate floor space of
3,600 sq. ft. Repairs to hospital building and
Government Teacher’s house. Pegging, setting
floor of cottages. Six cottages in course of ereec-
tion, Two cottages eompleted.

Murray Island.—Repairs carried out on Gov-
ernment Teacher's residence. Plumbing and
tank installation and guttering on residence,
medical aid post, school, branch store, and
Branch Manager’s residence.

Darnley Island—Erection of new school and
lavatories. Four cottages in course of erection,

Yam, Coconut, Mabuiag and Yorke Islands.—
Repairs, alterations and maintenance carried
out. Supply of steps, tank stands and installa-
tion of iron guttering and down pipe. Supply
of stove piping, copper boiler, stand flu piping,
water fittings for tank house supply. Repairs
and painting of (Government Teachers’
residences,

Boigu Island.—Erection of new school build-
ing and two cottages,

Naghir Island—Erection of new
building.

school

Stephen Island—Erection of new sechool
building, new branch store building and two
cottages,

St. Paul’s Mission.—To allow for proper con-
struction of a new school to be erected, a build-
ing to standard specifications was set out and
is now completed.

Bamaga Settlement.—Completion of new
branch store building. Erection of four single
men’s dormitories (two completed). Re-sheet-
ing and lining of staff quarters. Setting out for
continuation of village area. Supply hardware
roofing sheeting for all buildings.

Cowal Creek.—Erection of new branch store
building, 12 cottages and lavatories, Siting for
further 14 and Government Teacher’s residence.
Supply materials for water supply, cement, iron
piping, fittings, &e.



Red Island Point.—Setting out for erection of
eight cottages,

Aplin Hostel —Erection of new ward, male
lavatory ablution block and children’s lavatory
ablution block. Installation of kitchen range
hot water and septi¢ systems, tanks for above
blocks. System kitchen area tank stands.
Re-roofing of men’s ward building, domestic
staff building, office staff building. Installation
of sink for medical aid post section. Drainage
sullage pits. (General maintenance to hostel
area building.

Thursday Island Area—

Tamwoy  Suburb.~-Eleven  cottages
erected this area. 8ix are in course of con-
struction. New branch store building has
been erected. Water supply main laid
down. Water supply installed to cottages.

Staff Quarters and General.—Installation
of septiec tanks, ablution blocks, wash
houses, &ec. (General maintenance and
repairs to all departmental buildings. Con-
struction of water tanks {rain), 1,000-1,500
gallons. Supply to various Islands.

Construction to specification of ship’s
tanks, exhaust funnels and ships’ plumb-
ing was carried out on ‘‘Melbidir’’ and
““Gelam.”” All waste serap iron was used
for stump cap making. Pre—cuttmg out of
buildings for transport to various Islands
was carried out.

The manufacture of standard E.C.
cabinets, vents, &c., repairs and re-con-
ditioning of furniture, &c, completion of
native accommodation and hospital out-
patient section were also carried out. A
Department of Native Affairs tip truck
timber body was completely rebuilt. Fences
were erected and repaired for staff
guarters Timber, hardware, sheeting and
other materials were stacked and distribu-
tion of same was effected.

Island Industries Board.— Shell store build-
ing was completed. Completion of rebuilding
of slipway bunildings; eompletion of re-roofing
and strengthening of installation extensions in
bulk store including erection of roller shutters,
better lighting facilities and truck bays into
store; culvert crossings and approaches were
built, as were shell store staff (native) quarters
ablution blocks. Bloeks were erected for staff
guarters, and the shipwright’s cottage was pro-
vided with septic sullage and washhouse instal-
lations. All staff quarters were inspected and
repairs and iermite treaiment were effected.
new branch stores were built at Bamaga
Stephen and Tamwoy. Rebuilding was eﬁeeted
at Kubin and Mabuiag Island and various
repairs on other Island bulk stores were carried
out.

Church Missions—During the past year tech-
nical and material assistance has been provided.
Shipment of materials for various stations has
been checked and forwarded. A building was
pre-cut and erected at Edward River Mission
for radio installation. Assistance was given in
erection of a new school at St. Paul’s Mission
and in setting out of the proposed college.
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_ Maintenance—A rigid control is exercised
in this respect with all buildings being retained
in first class condition.

Materials.—A regular supply of both timber
and necessary hardware and roofing sheetings
has been forthcoming, enabling the continuation

and carrying out of extensive projects as herein
quoted.

Thursday Island Hospitals Board.—An exten-
sion to kitchen block has been completed. This
has been consiructed on lines to ensure maxi-

mum patural lighting and ventilation additional
to badly needed space.

PartroL VEsSEL ‘‘ MELBIDIR.®’

(Master—Captain A. Mellor, M.L.N.)
(Engineer—Mr. A. E. Brown.)

General —With the exception of three months
repairs and slipping for survey in Brisbane in
the early part of the financial year, the ship has
been actively engaged in her normal administra-
tive patrols in the Torres Strait and Cape York
Peninsular waters.”

Except for medical emergencies, these patrols
are worked in conjunction with carrying of
rations and general cargo on behalf of the
Island Industries Board, transporting of all
timber and building materials for the Director
of Native Affairs cottages, &e., medical sapplies,
mails and fresh food for white Government
Teachers and Government Nurses in the Islands.

Medical and Emergency Voyages.—Approxi-
mately 80 per cent. of passengers earried both
inwards and outwards, are Islanders requiring
medieal attention at Thursday Island Base
Hospital or maternity or tuberculosis cases.

Emergency medical cases often require the
ship to proceed from Thursday Island
immediately with a doctor and sisters.

Tuberculosis medical teams under Dr. G.
Hales have been taken to the Eastern and
Central Islands. Arrangements are now in hand
to take Dr. R. Patrick, School Health Services,
Brishane, to gll Islands for the Salk anti-
poliomyelitis immunisation campaign early in
July.

The Government Dental Officer has been taken
to the Eastern Islands.

Staff and Crew.—The ship is manned by the
Master, Engineer and fourteen Islanders. The
conduct of the erew generally has been good.
They are willing and cheerful and are a credit
to the Department.

Annual Mileage—

Torres Strait . 2,800
Queensland FEast Coast 2,850
Guif Waters 500

Total .. 6,150

Passengers.—
Islanders 750
Mainlanders .. . .. .. 160
Dodtors-disters .. .. . . 12
Government officials . .. .. 22
Approved pnssengers ‘- - .. 20
Total .. 954



Cargo Carried. — Tons,
Island Industries Board .. .. 500
Department of Native Affairs .. .. 350
Medical-private ., - . . 25
Islanders, goods-chattels .. .. 100
Private authorised . .. . 24
Dress timber 130
Firewood ex Bamaga 200

Total 1,329

APPENDIX 9.

ISLAND INDUSTRIES BOARD.
{Acting Manager—P. J. Killoran.) -
CoNsTITUTION.

The Island Industries Board is a Corporation
established and maintained under ““The Torres
Strait Islanders Acts, 1939 io 1946, for the
furtherance of trade and the advancement of
the material welfare of the Torres Strait lsland
people. The Board comprises :—

Chairman—Mr. P. J. Killoran.
Members—Myr, C. V. Daly, Mr. A. G. F, Kirk.
Becretary and Accountant—Mr. P, P. Hanley.

The Board’s functions as set out in t_he
Schedule to the Act, give the Board authority
to:—

1. Carry on the business, trade, or occupation,
as the case may be, of banker, blacksmith,
builder, carpenter, commission agent, common
carrier (whether by land or water), dealer
{wholesale or retail), engineer, exporter, factor,
farmer, fisherman (including fishing for pearl-
shell, trochus shell, and beche-de-mer), forward-
ing agent, freight contractor, general merchant,
grazier, importer, iron worker, joiner, labour
agent, lighterman, manufacturer, mineowner,
money lender, plumber, shipping agent, ship’s
chandler, shipbroker, shipbuilder, shipowner,
shopkeeper, stevedore, storekeeper, timber
merchant, tinsmith, trustee, warchouseman,
wharfinger, or any other trade or business
incidental or ancillary to any such business,
trade, or occupation as aforesaid, of which in
the opinion of the Board can be effectually
carried on in connection with any such business,
trade or oeccupation.

2. Acquire from time to time and at all times
and either by construction, purchase, lease or
otherwise all such buildings premises, plant,
machinery, equipment and stock as may in the
opinion of the Beard be necessary or desirable
for the carrying on by the Board of any such
business, trade, or occupation as aforesaid.

3. Acquire and distribute information
relating to or as to the best manner of carrying
on sny such business, trade, or ceccupation as
aforesaid ; and undertake the education, instrue-
tion and training of Islanders or other persons
in any such business, trade, or oceupation, and
for that purpose establish, maintain, and conduet
all such schools and classes as the Board may
deem necessary; and enter into contracts of
apprenticeship with any such person as
aforesald.
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4. ¥or the purpose of carrying on any such
business, trade, or oceupation as aforesaid, have
and exercise all such powers, authorities and
diseretions, and do all such acts and things as
a private person carrying on business in
Quecnsland might have or exercise or do.

5. Cause investigations to be made, and from
time to time report and make recommendations
to the Director, upon all or any of the following
matters:—

(@) Any question relating to any trade,
commerce, or business carried on by or
in which Islanders are interested or
engaged;

(b) Markets for goods produced or manu-

factured by Islanders and trade with

other countries in, and the method of
marketing such goods;

(¢) Generally as to how the trade, indus-

tries, and commeree of Islanders can be

best encouraged, developed, and
protected.

6. Finance any such business, trade, or occu-
pation as aforesaid and for that purpose raise
money on loan from the Governor in Couneil,
the Treasurer, the Director, the Corporation of
the Bureau of Rural Development or any bank
or financial institution or person, and mortgage
or assign property of the Board (including con-
tracts between the Board and Islanders or other
persons relating to or arising out of any such
business, trade, or vecupation as aforesaid).

GENERAL TRADING.

As the Board is specifically concerned with
the promotion of trade and the material welfare
of the Torres Strait people it is pleasing to
record that in the year under review a2 marked
progress has been made towards the furtherance
of the Board’s aims. The following facts and
firures are indicative of the support given by
the people; and the determination of the Board
through its officers, both white and eoloured, to
make available to its customers an organisation
that will fully satisfy the Torres Strait people in
their every material need :—

(g) A nett turnover of £276,764 from its
retail stores as compared with £238,138
last year.

{b) A gross profit of £54287 as against
£40,614 last yvear.

{¢) Sales of Marine Produce

£160,440.

totalling

The Board throughout the financial year ended
31st March, 1957, operated sixteen retail stores
and in February this year opened a seventeenth
store at Tamwoy suburb on Thursday Island.
There branch stores, which are operated and
maintained entirely by the Torres Strait
Islanders handle a range of goods consistent
with the needs of a modern and diseriminating
customer. The Board and its officers are aware
of the dual responsibility of maintaining a stoek
that is competitive and at the same time selecting
stock that will go towards the advancement of
living conditions in Torres Strait. The result
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of this awareness can be seen in the type of
items whieh now make up the greater portion of
the Board’s expanding turnover. And it must be
here stressed that whilst this expansion proceeds
a rigorous check is kept on the costing of items
for resale in order that the Beard’s policy of

providing the best at the loweat price is main-
tained.

Set out hereunder are branch store trading
figures and comparisons which will illustrate tic
scope of retail activity and progress that has
been made in the last financial year.

ISLAND INDUSTRIES BOARD.
STATEMENT OF STORE TRANSACTIORS TOR THE YEam 1956-57.

1

During the year under review the Board has
continued its policy of modernising its retail
stores and of rebuilding its offices and ware-
houses to provide for guicker and more efficient
handling of stoeck generally; bringing to the
Island people facilities equal to those that they
would find in any Southern centre. Thus it can
be reported that during the year new retail
stores were built at Tamwoy suburb on Thurs-
day Island, Bamaga, Cowal Creek and Yam
Island, whilst at the same time the bulk store
has been renovated and extended. A new shell
store and offices have been built on the water-
front of Thursday Island and the reconstruction
of the slipway is well under way.

These new buildings are designed to suit
Torres Strait conditions and are eoo} and airy
and provide storage conditions consistent with
the reguirements of a tropical elime.

Credit must be given to the construction gangs
responsible for these buildings and in particular
to the Director of Native Affairs’ Works Super-
visor, Mr. Niblett. The shell store in par-
ticular, with its large floor space, stock rooms
and offices is a fine example of how native people
can be trained to provide modern necessities.

MAarINE PrODUCE.

As the greater portion of the earning power
of Torres Strait people is dependent upon
mother-of-pearl and trochus fishing the Board
is vitally interested in the operation of the
Torres Strait pearling fleet. Although weather
and conditions militated to an extent against
shelling operations it is pleasing to record that
mother-of-pearl production inereased during

o, Trw | Ty un. oot | cuun 8o,

: £ s d. s d. £ s d £ s d £ & d
Badu .. 24,000 13 3 | 28,437 7 8 89 9 8 32714 5 4 3,383 15 0
Bamaga 16,573 & B 17,436 14 9 9917 ¢| 291 3 1| 3001 5 2
Boigu 6068 711 7,143 i4 6 196 16 7 1,827 3 6 2,024 0 1
Coconut 10,840 14 0| 11,619 15 4 157 18 3 2240 1 O 2,397 19 3
Cowal Creek .. 10,610 17 2 | 13,825 5 1 95 8 8 2451 4 1 2,546 12 9
Darnley 183,710 13 2 ; 17,819 3 11 98 2 11 4,160 8 0 4,256 10 11
Dauan 3,600 14 4 4,940 § 0O 94 12 11 1,04 0 3 1,128 13 2
Kubin 8,392 16 & 6,362 7 9 47 18 4 1,278 7 11 1,326 6 3
Mabuiag 12,433 3 1 14,030 3 0o 17711 9 2,022 4 4 2,699 16 1
Murray 19,451 17 2| 22,837 7 1 INNIT 4 5,866 17 4 8,227 14 ¥
Naghir L5608 1 1 1,421 B8 1} 72 6 11 878 4 4 o651 1 3
Saibai 9,903 4 7 12,121 4 1 a9 011 1,053 14 2 2,012 15 1
Stephen 4,053 11 1 4,416 17 1 216 9 1 803 7 10 L,t19 16 11
Yam .. 10,112 0 11 9,923 16 10 M3 9 7 3,127 9 11 3,470 190 6
Yorke ‘e . . . 9,034 10 6 12728 11 1 134 18 L1 3,237 13 4 3,31212 3
Thursday Island Store e ..| 61,270 & 9| 57048 5 &5 - 16,514 5 5 10,514 5 35
Kennedy Store - .. .. 27,642 411 | 34,370 8 2 32,783 19 4| 32,783 19 4
Bulk Store s .. .. . .. 83,856 1 9| 83856 1 ©
Tamwoy Store 472 14 8 828 13 6 828 13 6
£1238138 5 0 |276,783 12 4 2254 811185627 4 &6 167,881 I3 4

REBUILDING PROGRAMME. the year. And although trochus production

dropped slightly the overall value of shell pro-
duction for the year showed wa inerease on
previous years.

A major production factor in an industry such
as this is the efficiency with which pearling
luggers can be overhauvled and repaired. The
Board’s slipway, which is responsible for the
maintenance of the entire Torres Strait fleet,
overhauls each vessel annually and carries out
mid-season running repairs expeditiously.

Consistent with the Board’s interest and
desire to further the Marine Industry wherever
possible the Board has always bteen concerned
with the betterment of conditions of the pearling
luggers and the welfare, health and safety of
the native erews. During the preceding twelve
months two important steps have been taken in
this regard. In the first place a tutor-diver,
Mr. G. W, J. Wilkins, commenced duty on
12th Mareh, 1957. Mr. Wilkins is a highly
experienced R.AN. diver and has commenced
teaching Iugger crews the theory and practice
of safe, modern diving. This teaching is carried
out on the luggers whilst actnally working
pearling grounds so that the instructions can be
applied under normal diving conditions. It is to
be expected that this training will have a two-
fold result; an increased knowledge shared by
divers, tenders, and crew of the proper safe-
guards for the protection of divers engaged in
this arduous industry and in the second place
inereased efficiency leading towards greater
production.

Secondly, the Board’s slipway has installed
three separate compressor units on. pearling



vessels during the year and plans are in hand
for the modernisation, in this direction, of all
pearling luggers under the control of the
Director of Native Affairs. These separate
units assist towards the overall safety of the
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divers and are the modern method of ensuring
his protection whilst on the bottom.

Hereunder is a statement of boat catches for
the year ended 31st March, 1957,

MaBINE PropuctioN FlooREsS FOR 1956-57.

Name of Vessel. Mother-of. Pearl. Trochus. Total Value.

. G Q. L. & d.| T. C. Q.. L. £ & d. £ a4 d

Potta Nona .. .. ‘e . 26 8 114 13,256 19 6 . . 13,259 19 6
Naianga ‘e . .. . 2 6 312 | 12,055 17 6 12,065 17 6
May Nonas s . . 22 9 216 11,114 15 10 AN va 11,114 15 10
Relsie Nona .. . . 2218 321 10,652 1 11 . e 10,652 1 11
Mosby . 18 2 225 2044 17 O .. N 8,044 17 O
Tilona Nona . 15 8 0 9 7.268 17 8 .. .. 7,268 17 8
Maria .. .. .e .. .. e 20 2 1 3 6,780 10 5 6,780 10 5
Sarah Nona .. .. .. .- 13 2 1 6 6,453 1 7 .- .. 6,453 1 7T
Annie Nonm .. ‘e ‘e .- 13 2 212 6,308 18 7 .- .. 6,398 18 7
Caroline ce o e .. . 0 8 018 216 13 2 18 16 1 19 6,148 3 9 3,364 16 11
Ella .. o . e .- 712 2 B 4,013 16 6 3 6 20 1492 2 6 5,505 19 O
Rebecca .. s .. .. e . 18 7 220 5,066 10 7 5,066 10 7
Cessa .. e e .. ..}l 10 3 123 4,901 6 6 vs . 490 6 6
Macoy . ‘e [P 8 ¢ 013 3,782 15 3 018 0123 254 17 @ 4,037 12 9
Adai .. . . .e .. .. .. 13 ¢ 323 3973 5 ¢ 3979 3 0
8.5. Dona .. e .. . .. 312 211 28198 2 1 2819 2 1
Adiana- ‘e e . . . 71T 0 2 2,664 12 8 2,664 12 6
Loyalty. .. . . . 7 1 310 2,316 14 2 2,316 14 2
Yaza .. . ‘e - 310 1 3 2072 0 8 .. a 2,072 0 8
Wadumo s - . 0 81 3 197 11 4 413 223 1,536 10 35 1,728 1 9
Dinghy ... .. .. 013 316 152 511 2619 2 1| 10,113 3 3! 10,265 9 2
Price Adjustments, &ec. .. ‘e . 14,376 15 1 . 11,266 10 7| 25637 5 8
187 14 1 0 (104,961 14 ¢ | 129 16 3 4 54,326 2 9 i159,287 16 9

i

SLIPWAY,

_ The Board owns and operates a modern slip-
way_capable of handling véssels up to 65 feet,
staffed by a white shipwright-in-charge and
fourteen native boat builders.

During. the year vessels to a gross tonnage
of 473 tons were slipped and overhauled where
necessary. During the lay up season every
vessel of the Director of Native Affairs fleet was
examined, slipped if so required, and repaired
in readiness for the new season. The extent of
these ‘‘lay-up’ renovations is considerable in
that pearling vessels are heavy duty all-weather
craft and must stay at sea fen months of the
Year meeting the strains of all types of weather.

The Board’s slipway works to the maxim that
loss in time is loss in produmction and aecord-
ingly tackles repairs with maximum efficiency.

During the year a further twenty dinghies
of sharpie design were constructed. Of these
eight were produced as required and twelve
were built on mass production lines, all parts
being cut prior to assembly. The success of this
methed and the cheapness of the resulting crafi
has resulted in an inereased drive to adopt more
modern and efficient production ideas.

During the year the slipway was without a
white shipwright for six months and during
that time the slipway continued without tech-
nical supervision. It is greatly to the eredit of
the native employees that work progressed as
usual and the slipway continued to operate in
an efficient manuer,

Native employees are paid full Award wages
and some of them have been with the slipway
for more than ten years. Training schemes are
operated to teach the theory of boat building
and repairing and all staff are familiar with

modern aids such as the electrically operated
tools that are part of the slipway. The native
employees are skilled in rigging work and carry
out the replacement of slings, standing rigging,
block strops, long splicing of hawsers, &c. Sails
and hateh covers are made occasionally, In
short, there are no hoat repairs that cannot
be undertaken by the slipway and staff on
vessels up to 60 feet,

In conjunction with the slipway operations
the Board maintains a Hardware and Ships
Chandlery Storc located alongside the slipway.
This store provides for the marine supplies,
timber, tools, &e., required by the slipway
together with a stock of building hardware
designed to meet the needs of the Torres Strait
people. It is operated by coloured store men,

The slipway yard consists of three slipping
cradles, one derrivk capable of lifting up to 3
tons, cireular saws of wvarious sizes, planing
machines, emery grinding wheels, gulleting
machines, electrie drills, &e. - All machinery and
equipment is carried out by the leading hands
under the supervision of the shipwright-in-
charge,

VesseLs ‘“‘“GELaM’ axp ““Kepsv.’?

The Board operates two transport vessels, the
m.v. ‘“‘Gelam” (Master—Captain T. N. TLe
Grand) and the m.v. ‘““Kebisu’’ which is at
present inoperative.

The “Kebisu’’ is undergoing major mechani-
cal repairs and it is hoped that in the near
future this vessel will again be running. The
m.v. ‘“‘Gelam "’ has continued to operate through-
out the year carrying the endless chain of sup-
plies to Tsland branch stores. Tn Oectober, 1936,
it was completely overhauled and a new
Gardiner 6LW marine engine installed.
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Apart from the ever present necessity of
maintaining supplies to the outer Islands of the
Torres Strait the Board’s vessels have been
made available for mercy runs, medieal survey
trips, dental trips, &ec., whenever called upon.
The extent of this assistance, the number of
lives which have been saved, cannot be reckoned.
The Board, however, can say with pride that
never has a call for help gone unanswered and
that, through the selfless and willing co-opera-
tion of the masters, assistance has been given
under the toughest conditions,

During the year arrangements for the services
of Mr. T. Dunwoodie from the Commonwealth
Department of Health to be loaned to the Board
have continued and Mr. Dunwoodie, as acting
Master-Engineer, has greatly assisted in both
the general running and emergency calls.

The Board's interest in the overall welfare
of the Torres Strait people extends to every
field and nowhere is it more noticeable than in
this, the assistance in times of stress and the
unflagging determination to do all in its powers
to promote the health and welfare of the people.

MaxvaL TrRANING SCHEME.

Towards the close of the year the Board, in
conjunction with the Department of Public
Instruetion, turned its attention to the neecessity
of a manual training section being established
at the Waiben State School. To initiate and
promote this project the Board donated the
tool and equipment requirements, The scheme
provides for training in woodworking, plumb-
ing and design. This section is now operative
and the benefit that will acerue in years to come
will reflect itself in the hands of youths trained
in the use of tools and capable of being appren-
ticed to a trade, and eventually to assist in the
raising of housing standards throughout the
islands.

The operation of a trading concern in an
area as remote as the Torres Strait is dependent
upon co-operation of officers at sources of
supply. The Board, then, places on record its
appreciation of the assistance rendered by the
Director of Native Affairs and his staff and
the staff of State Stores Board. To the buying
officers in particular a speeial word of thanks
is due for their splendid efforts during the year,

To The Commonwealth Department of Health
the Board also extends its thanks for the ser-
vices of Mr. T. Dunwoodie as relieving Master-
Engineer.

ArreENpix 10.

EDWARD RIVER MISSION (CHURCH OF
ENGLAND).

(Superintendent—G, €. Pidsley.)

STAFF.
Rev. D. Seott-Halliday, Chaplain and Teacher.
Mrs. D. Scott-Halliday, Dispensary and Pre-School
Clinie.
Mrs. G. D, Pidsley, Book-keeper,
N. Wheeler, Head Stockman.
Sister I, B. Johnson, Church Army Welfare Worker.

STATISTICS.
Population—

Full-bloods .. ..

285 (approzimately)
Half-bloods . - 1

Birtha .. .. . )

Deaths o e .. 10

Marriages .. e . 1
CHugcH.

Attendance at daily services is improving.
Ten people were admitted to full membership of
the Church by confirmation. The first Christian
marriage was a time for rejoicing. The
Christmas Tree was well supplied with gifts
from generous supporters in parishes in the
South. A Sunday School and a Sunday School
Teachers’ Class have commenced. Here they
learn, mostly by visual aids, flannelgraphs and
pictures which help more than talking for these
pecple. There is also a singing class at night,
once weekly when the young men and women
come to learn and to sing sacred songs. Slowly
these people’s lives are becoming centred upon
God.

ScHOOL.

School attendance averages 27 out of 35
children on the roll. This shows an improvement
which it is hoped to continne as the peopie
become more settled. Parents conld show more
co-operation and interest in the education of
their children and in encouraging regular
attendance. With the assistance of two mnative
helpers it is hoped to raise the standard of work,
which at present is approaching Grade 5 in the
highest grade,

‘WELFARE.

Much has been done in the way of welfare
work, during the past year. Most of the people
now do regular washing of tables and clothes,
and keep the house surrounds clean. The young
women are learning to use the sewing machine;
better quality dresses are now being made.
Previously hand sewn dresses eame to pieces soon
after completion. All the people are better
dressed and look after their clothing better due
to Sister Johnson’s training, In October, school
meals were started; as there was mno school
kitchen these meals were served at Sister
Johnson s house. In February the school kitchen
was completed and now two meals a day are
served to approximately 40 children. The
kitchen has a roster system going, whereby the
children are tanght to wait on tables, serub
tables and floors and to wash up the dishes.

A @Girls’ Club has been formed, which is
attached to the Church. They meet weekly for
Bible Readings also for quiet games, craft work
and sewing. It is hoped later to get a Women's
Club going, which should help them tremend-
ously with the spirituzal side of things and also
teach them a few things necessary in their
everyday lives.



HEALTH,

There has been a considerable improvement
in the general health of the Mission during the
last twelve months. This is due mainly to the
establishment of a school kitchen for the
children under the care of Sister Johnson and
to the attention of Mrs. Halliday. The greatly
improved scale of rations which inciudes the
State Governinent supplied goods has also
contributed to the better health of the Mission.

During the year several epidemies oceurred;
whooping cough which resulted in the deaths of
four children, although 47 suffered; followe:
by measles, 74 cases, then influenza from which
several elderly people died. HHookworm is being
combated by regular treatment.

The month of June is to see the beginning of
a Pre-sechool Clinic entailing daily meals for the
toddlers in addition to the present issue of
milk twice daily, This clinic is to be run by
Mrs. Halliday.

BuiLDING.

General repairs and maintenance work have
oceupied the men with the rebuilding of the few
houses. The arrival of a truck due this month
will be of great assistance in hauling timber and
other materials. A large stove has been installed
in the school kitchen. Toilets have been erected
for the use of the school and kitchen. In the
plans for the future are a new church, a schooi,
hospital and the construction of a new Mission
House. The need for a proper meat-room, too,
must not be forgotten.

CATTLE.

The introduction of regular supplies of fresh
meat has also contributed to the better health of
the Mission. Some mustering and branding has
been carried out by the head stockman under
the direction of the cattle manager from Mitehell
River Mission.

(GENERAL.

The retirement of Mr. J. W. Chapman was
marked by a widespread expression of apprecia-
tion for his untiring work and devotion to duty.
1le is held in great affection by the people of not
only Edward River Mission but by most of the
Gulf population and Thursday Island. It is
due to his gentle but firm training that there is
such a solid foundation ready for future progress
at the Mission. His many friends wish him well
in his new home at Mitchell River Mission.

The arrival of Mr. and Mrs. G. C. Pidsley in
April was the oecasion for a welecome gathering
under an enormous fig tree which is a prominent
feature of the Mission scenery,

APPRECIATION.

We cannot fully express our gratitude to the
following people who have given such valuable
service to the Mission. The part played by the
Department of Native Affairs radio operators in
the epidemies and other emergencies has been
truly wonderful., The Deputy Director of
Native Affairs has always given much
appreciated assistance, as have the Medieal
Superintendents of Thursday Island and Cairns
Bage Hospitals; while the work of the Aerial
Ambulanece has been noteworthy.

D
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MITCHELL RIVER MISSION (CHURCIL ()¢
ENGLAND).

(Superintendent--Mr. F, W, Currington.)

STAFF.
Mr. A. J. Warman,
Rev, D. M, Butherland, Chaplain,
Miss 8. M. Card, Head Teacher.
Bister J. Methven, In Charge of Honpital,
Mrs, M. H. Warman, Dormitory Matron.
Mr, H. Gunther, Cattle Manager,

STATISTICS,

Number of full-bloods 708
Number of half-bloods 23

Total Population 73
Number of births 13
Number of deaths ., 12
Marriages 3

AGRICULTURE.

The gardents are showing good results for the
work performed in them. Good erops of fresh
green vegetables are at present being harvested.

INDUSTRIAL IMPROVEMENTS.

Satisfactory progress has beem maintained
during the year. Mr. H. Gunther has taken the
place of Mr. K. Hobson as Cattle Manager. A
new harness room has been built and the usual
fencing, mustering, and branding have been
carried out. The Mission has been well sup-
plied with killers of the usual high standard;
while a further sale of bullocks is pending. A
new truck has been purchased for the use of
the Mission and the old one is going to Edward
River Mission.

IMPROVEMENTS,

Village and staff houses have been repaired
where necessary, the house of the School Teacher
has been rebuilt. The dormitery has been
greatly improved by a coat of paint throughout.
Air-strip maintenance has been ecarried out to
the required specifications of the D.C.A.

EMPLOYMENT,

Once again the demand for labour has been
exceeded by the existing supply.

Cownpucr.
General conduct is satisfactory.

RELIGION.

During the year church services were main-
tained as usual except during July and August
when the Chaplain was absent in hospital. The
services during these months were held on
Sundays and were conducted by the Superin-
tendent and other staff members. Religionus
instruetion was also continued in the Mission
school.  Adult and children’s confirmation
classes were held reguarly and 26 natives were
confirmed in September by the Bishop of. the
Diocese. S
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The Church building was improved during
the wet season by the laying of the concrete
floor and the installation of new altar rails.

Frequent visits were made by the Chaplain to
the villages and the sacraments taken to the
sick and aged. An outbreak of measles in the
wet season caused a drop in church attendance
but services were held frequently in village
houses.

There were ten baptisms, three marriages and
eight burials.

HosprraL.
Baby Clinic.—A baby clinic and distribution
of milk and oatmeal to all pre-school children
is carried out weekly.

Immunisation—Combined whooping cough
and diphtheria, tetanus vaeccine given again
this year. Also this year mass immunisation
against tetanus was carried out on the older
children and adults. In addition all children
between the ages of six months and 14 years
were vaccinated with the Salk vaecine.

Anfe-Natal Clinic.—This eliniec is conducted
weekly with the monthly visit of the Flying
Doector in addition,

Hookworm Treatment—Masg treatment for
this infection is earried out twice yearly.

Infectious Dseases—An outbreak of measles
occurred in January but no deaths resmlted
from this.

In-patients.—These showed an increase during
the year.

Caesr PATIENTS.

These patients visit Thursday Island for
periodic checks as often as their condition
warrants.

DENTAL SERVICE.

A Dentist and his mechanic visited here twice
during the year.

Rovar Fryiva Docror SERvICE,

The Doctor conducts a monthly routine visit,
and is always ready to respond to radio ealls
and give his advice on cases. The serviees of
Thursday Island Hospital and Dental Service
and that of the Flying Doector are greatly
appreciated.

DORMITORY.

Thirty-seven boys and sixty-seven girls were
registered in the dormitory this year, many
boys having reached the leaving age being the
eause for the low number registered this year.

Beds have been procured for the inmates,
twenty-four in number and the girls have
worked hard making mats in lien of matiresses
for these.

The gardens have not been quite so sucvessful
this year mainly due to the absence of the
Matron on furlough, but it is hoped that they
will soon produce sgain.

BonrOOL.

At the end of 1956 there were ninety-three
chiidren on the roll with an average attend-
ance of 90-75. The children have worked well
in their lessons during the year. The following
teachers have been in attendance for the whole
or part of the time:—

Leah, Venus, Jessie, Susan, Maureen, Nancy
and Florence.

The newcomers to the teaching have been very
conseientions and are proving their worth.
Special praise is due to Leah for her long period
of service and her ability to earry on in the
school during the absence of the Head Teacher
on furlough.

Venus too has given ten years service to the
school. She was farewelled prior to one of her
periodie visits to Thursday Island. At a unique
ceremony in June, Leah was present and called
the roll which contained the names of most
people on the Mission whom she had taught
during her thirty-five years service either at the
present site or at the old site of Belburra. She
is an excellent teacher of her own people and
would rank among the good teachers anywhere
and will be greatly missed here in the School.

APPRECIATION.

We tender our grateful thanks to the Director
and Deputy Director of Native Affairs for their
valuable help and co-operation during the year.
The new medical schedules involving the con-
stant standing by of the Base Radio Operators
is greatly appreciated by us, as is the willing
co-operation slways experienced from them. We
are very appreciative of the work of the same
operators during the recent mishap to our boat
when they were always most helpful arranging
schedules.

AprrPENDIX 12,

ST. PAUL’S MISSION.

{Priest in Charge—%rch;ieacon C. &. Brown,
A,

Srarr.
Rev. Father Rechnitz, Ph.D., Tutor.
Mr. D. Hooper-Coleey, Teacher.
Migs P, Dunecan, Teacher,
Mr. K. (reen, Store and Radio.

Starr CHANGES.

Rev. Father Rechnitz left the Mission on
transfer to Murray Island. Mr. Hooper-Colsey
left the Mission.

THEoLOGICAL COLLEGE.

Thirteen students were enrolled and two dis-
charged during the year. Rev. Masepah Banu,
Deacon was ordained priest in December and is
stationed at Yam Island. Ephraim Gebadi was
made a Deacon.

ScHooL.

The number on the roll reached 61, the school
was open 207 days. In the absence of a Head
Teacher, the priest in charge acted as such, but
the teaching was mainly given by Miss Duncan
and her three village assistants.
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ViILLAGE.

The Counecil with the full support of the
people has formed a Welfare Society with a fund
to which all workers contribute, the object of
which i8 to provide amenities for the benefit of
the community,

Hearrn

The heath of the people has been generally
good, without any outbreak of serious sickness.
The visit of the Health Inspector (Mr. J.
’Shea) was of great benefit to the Mission and
much appreciated. All residents, numbering 179
were examined for Hookworm of whom 60
received treatment.

Bumome.

The new school provided by Government grant
was completed under the supervision of Mr. F.
Ayre, the Diocesan builder. He has alss begun
the contruction of the new college with the
assistance of the students. One village house was
completed.

CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETY.

Weekly adult classes for both men and women
were condueted during the year in preparation
for the founding of a Co-operative Society. One
girl has been taking a commercial course in book-
keeping with a view to become competent to
assume clerical work when the Co-operative
Society is formed.

THANKS.

As usual, but not as a mere formality, this
report ends with an expression of sincere grati-
tude to the Director of Native Affairs, the
Deputy Director and their staff for their con-
stant and courteous help.

ApPPENDIX 13,

AURUKUN MISSION, CAPE YORK
PENINSULA.

(Superintendent—Rev. W. F. MacKenzie, B.A.)

STAFF.
Mrs, MacKenzie, B.A., Dip. Ed,, Matron and Head
Teacher.
Bister A, A. Cameron, 8.R.N,, Medical Work.
Mr. J. Henderson, Mission Carpenter,
Mrs. Henderson, Assistant Matron.
Mr, T. Bartlett, Temporary Superintendent.
Mra. Bartlett, Temporary Matron and Teacher.
Mr. J. Hudson, Cattle.

The year under review has scen many changes
m the Staff. Mr. W. Christie and Mrs. Christie
were unfortunately forced to leave the work
owing to Mrs. Christie’s continued ill-health. We
wreatly regret losing this fine couple who were
devoted to the work, apd sincerely hope that
their return to the South will enable Mrs
Christie to regain her health. We also lost the
services of Mr. W. Stratford, the Mission mech-
anic, owing to family reasoms. These losses

have been made good by the tranfer of Mr. and
Mrs. Henderson from Weipa. Mr. Henderson
is in charge of the building programme., In
December Mr. and Mrs. Bartlett were trans-
ferred from the agency at Thursday Island to
take charge of the Mission, thus allowing the
Superintendent &nd Mrs. MacKenzie to proceed
on leave.

EMPLOYMENT.

The arrival of Enterprise Exploration Com-
pany with headquarters at Weipa to investigate
the bauxite deposits in the area has shaken our
Mission out the even tenor of their ways, and
brought the loeality into public notice. The
Company wished to employ native labour from
the Missions. A meeting was held at Aurukun
between the Superintendent, Native Councillors
and all the men to work out a policy for work.
1t was felt that the Mission work should eontinue
to be kept in the fore-front as we want to
develop the Mission for the good of the people
and their children. All present agreed to this.
It was further agreed that a roster should be
drawn up so that Mission activities in building,
agriculture and cattle work should always have
their full ecomplement and all should in their
turn have the opportunity of working with the
Company. Twenty-two men are working on
various jobs at the Mission, sixteen are engaged
in cattle work, twenty with the Company, while
fourteen are signed on at Thursday Island in the
Marine Industry or in pastoral work.

AGRICULTURE.

During  the dry season eight aeres were
heavily manured with eompost, dairy manure,
and humus gathered from the dry swamp. This
was all ploughed in, three acres were planted
with sweet potatoes, two acres under pigeon and
eow-peas. The remainder was left for hay which
was cut and cured and stacked for the dairy
cows. As the sweet potato euttings were planted
they were treated with a light dressing of saper-
phosphate, blood and bone and boron trace
element, The rains were good and over 10 tons
of potatoes were dug, providing valuable fresh
food for the children and workers. In addition,
cassava, cow-peas and produce from the fruit
and the vegetable gardens was also used to sup-
plement the children’s meals. All these crops
were of pgreat assistance in providing a well
balanced diet.

Drer,

As will be seen from the above, every eare is
taken to provide a balanced and nourishing
diet. The people, in the village have heen
encouraged to grow papaws. The surplus fruit
is traded at the store and given to the children.
In addition fish, crabs, shell-fish, roots and yams
are also traded and given as a variation in diet.
A food-grinder has been installed and the meat
of fresh dried coconuts from the plantation at
Wautan is ground up each day and mixed with
the flour in meking damper. All flour used is
fortified with Cerevite and only brown rice is
nsed on the Mission for health reasons.
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Dairy.

Good quantities of milk, up to 30 gallons per
day in the wet season, are obtained from the
dairy. Last year through hand feeding with
hay and sorghum we were able to keep some of
the cows In milk right through the year. A
young Illawarra bull was obtained for the
Mission by the committee and the old Illawarra
bull was sent to Mapoon. Through most of the
vear there was ample milk for the school
children and the small ¢hildren in the village.
To help with feed for the cows, experiments
were continued with varions grasses and legumes.
Centro, Pure, Stylo and Townsville lucerne are
doing exceptionally well. Of the grasses Buffel
(Girass was fairly good especially the Queensland
strain. Guinea grass, Para grass, and Molasses
grass were very vigorous. Three varieties of
sorghum, Hegary, Martin and Great Alpha were
also tried and at the time of writing give good
promise ; unfortunately the rains eut out a little
too soon, eonsequently the ecrop was not quite as
good as hoped for. We plan to use the grain
and stalks in the green stage, also the ripe grain
for the milkers. while some of the grain will be
nse¢ for the children’s porridge.

CATTLE.

Jerry Hudson and his men have done excellent
work. Fifteen yards were built at different
places for mustering. Over 300 head were
brought from the northern end of the Reserve
and taken over to the main paddocks at Bamboo.
In addition 500 have been branded. Over 400
head of bulloeks were put on the road for sale,
To assist in transport up the Archer River to
Bamboo cattle eamp a strong work-boat was
built at the Island Industries Board slipway at
Thursday Island for the Mission. This boat,
powered by a 5-h.p. diesel engine is very helpful
for transporting men and supplies. A fence
14 miles m length is in the process of construe-
tion from the Kendall River to an arm of the
Kirke River. This fence will give us a large
helding paddock with a frontage on to the Gulf.
The paddock is well watered and on the marine
pldins there are many swamps with an excellent
growth of good fattening grass,

WouTAN PLANTATION.

Eighty more young ecoconut seedlings were
planted out, mainly the three-year eoconut which,
as the name suggests comes into bearing much
sooner than the ordinary coconut. The tree is
a very heavy bearer, and while the nut is a
little smaller this is more than compensated for
by the thickness of the meat. Many more of
the older trees are coming into bearing. This
plantation is still a very popular eamping place
for the children on their holidays.

ScHooL.

There are 127 children on the roll at the time
of writing this report. There has been a marked
improvement in the ease with which the children
write English this year. Letter writing out of
school hours has become a hobby. At the end of
the school vear an exhibition of all the hest
school work, ineluding the senior girls’ faney
work was held, and was attended with great
interest by the children’s parents and relations.

A number of pastel and indian ink drawings,
water colours and poster pictures was sent to
the Empire Child Art Exhibition held in
Melbourne in April and May this year.

HEavrTn,

The general health of our people is good.
There have heen 10 babies born. One old weman
died of cardiae failure, and one middle aged man
died in the Charters Towers Hospital where he
had been taken by the Flying Doetor. We
continne to have regular monthly visits from
the Flying Doetor, Dr. T, J. O’Leary. He gave
polio immunisation to 169 children under 14
vears of age.

The Aerial ‘Ambulance continues to be of
invaluable assistance and flew out five patients

. during the year,

T.B. patients go to Thursday Island regularly
for cheek up and three patients who were sent
as suspeets proved clear, so that we have no
known new cases.

During July we had an epidemic of heavy
colds, which went right through the village and
dormitories. At the present moment we have
the remains of a whooping eough epidemic. All
babies, as they reach the age of three months
are vaecinated with Triple Antigen, so that the
trouble was not so bad as it could have been.

In November, Mr. John Elliott examined the
eves of all the Mission people and as many of the
bush people as we could get up to the Mission.
(ilasses were sent where necessary, mainly for
the older people for reading and sewing.

There were three marriages at the Mission,

DISCIPLINE,

The behaviour of the people has on the whole
been very good. All cases were dealt with by the
Mission Council, presided over by the Super-
intendent.

Bumpng.

With the appointment of Mr. J. Henderson as
Mission carpenter, the building programme was
started. The first half of the new girls’
dormitory has been completed, and the whole
structure is now well on its way to completion.
The material for the dormitory was provided by
the Health and Home Affairs Department
through the Native Affairs Department. When
completed the dormitory will be a splendid
building with plenty of room for the girls, also
for lockers for clothing. While the dormitory
was being built the children were taken down to
Wutan coconut plantation and holiday camp.
School material and desks and forms were taken
down by boat and school work continued under
Mrs. MacKenzie's supervision. Lavatory and
bath-room blocks were also built for the girls’
and boys’ dormitories.

Ten new houses were built in the village
from adzed bush timber. All the huts are set
on stumps to avoid dampness during the wet
season. The walls are of bark for coolness.
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Through the help of the Native Affairs Depart-
ment corrugated iron and ridge capping is
bought for roofing to ensure dryness in the
huts during the heavy rains. Each new hut has
mango trees and coconut trees planted alongside,
Many of the people are growing papaws and
planting cassava and sweet potatoes in their
gurdens. One man has cleared a patch down
near the river and has planted a large number of
voconut trees and bananas.

HyalENE.

Cement blocks were cast for lavatories in the
village. Large 44-gallon drums were cut in half
and fixed to make flyproof seats over the pans.
The pan system is used and the pans are emptied
regularly in a special fenced-in enclosure away
from the houses., Pans are cleaned and washed
each day with disinfectant, and tarred regularly.

RELIgiovs INSTRUCTION,

Daily week day services are held, aiso the
regular Sunday service. The attendanee is good
and interest is shown. The older men and women
are encouraged to take part, which they do, and
the illustrations they ‘use when giving a talk are
surprisingly good and to the point. The widow
of our native missionary, Uki still earries on the
work in the bush areas. A native Christian
couple from the Mission go down voluntarily
every few months to help her. Visits are made
by the Superintendent periodically to help and
encourage this remarkable woman, At the
Mission classes are held for those who wish to
join the Church. Last Easter six of the senior
girls and eleven of the older people, including
one old man, joined the Church.

CArRPENTRY CLASS.

Mr. Hendersen kindly undertock to take the
older boys for two nights a8 week for training
in woodwork. The boys are most enthusiastie,
and are learning well. During the day these boys
help Mr. Henderson in the building work and
are able to put into praetice what they learn in
the evenings.

NEEDLE WoORK (LASS.

The older girls are taught faney work by the
ladies of the Mission. Many of the girls are
showing themselves as being very skilled in this
work,

ARTS AND CRAFTS,

The village women make table mats and
scrviette rings from prepared pandanus which
is dyed with dyes obtained from plants. The
finished articles are very pleasing in appearance
and command & ready sale, the women receiving
the full price less a percentage for handling.

THANKS,

Our grateful thanks are given to the Honour-
able the Minister for Health and Home Affairs
and the Department, also to the Director of
Native Affairs, the Deputy Director and their
respective staffs in DBrisbane and Thursday
Island, the General Secretary for Missions and
his staff, the ladies of the Church organisations,
the Flying Doctor and the pilot, the Medieal

Officers and Nurses at Thursday Island Hos-
pittal, Waiben and Aplin, the Cairns Aerial
Ambulance for great help and encouragement,
also to all friends who have in many ways
helped the work to go forward and build up a
strong Mission for the people of Aurukun.

AprENDIX 14.

MORNINGTON ISLAND MISSION
(PRESBYTERIAN).

{Superintendent-——Rev. D, L, Beleher )

STAFY.

W. D, Page, Acting Superintendent.

Mrx. D. L, Beleher, Matron,

L. J. McMillan, Builder and Agriculturalist.
Mrs. L. J, McMillan, Assistant.

Sister N. Graham, Hospital,

Miss M. 8. Bain, B.8c,, Teacher.

During the past year there has been a number
of alterations and additions to the stafl,

On the 31st October, 1956, Miss Margaret
Bain arrived to take up her duties as Teacher
and Assistant Bookkeeper.

At the begimning of February, 1957, W. D.
Page, Esq., was appointed Acting Mission
Superintendent to take over the work which the
Rev. D. L. Belcher was forced to relinquish for
& time, owing to ill-health. Mr. and Mrs.
Belcher have not yet been able to return but
we hope that they will be able to resume their
duties early in the New Year.

During April, 1957, Mr. and Mrs. L. J.
MeMillan  were appointed to the work.
Alr, MeMillan, as a builder and agrieulturalist,
has a big programme before him.

Srarigrics.
Births .. .- .. . e .. 14
Deaths . .. .. .. .. (1]
Marringes .- . .. . o1
RevigroN.

Sunday and daily serviees have been held
throughout the year and attendances have been
good. Tt has been noticeable that more of the
Bentinek Islanders are coming to Chureh in
addition to attending meetings in the village
arranged by Elder Gully Peters,

AGRICULTURE.

The vegetable garden has been re-established
and inereasing quantities of sweet potatoes,
turnips, tomatoes and cabbages are being grown
for the children’s and workers’ kitchen. Every
effort is being made to enrich the soil with
manure and rotted seaweed but there is very
little vegetable matter available for composting.

The people are encouraged to grow their own
vegetables and many of them have gardens of
their own for this purpose. In addition a
number of them keep fowls,
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CarTLE,

A comprehensive survey has been completed
by the native stockman. In a series of working
trips all the cattle were mustered; & seven-
mile fence was built across the Island to make
& paddock for wild eattle brought in from the
more remote areas and stockyards were erected
thirty miles from the Mission to assist
mustering.

The regular musters have ensured a good
supply of beef for domestie use,

Milk is available from the dairy herd to pro-
vide each pre-school child and the hospital with
daily milk for several months of the year.

EpucaTion.

One hundred and twelve children are on the
school roll, and 10 native women are employed
as teachers. One of the pupils has reached
Grade VII, standard and twelve are studying
Grade VI. work.

Generally the standard is fair but the chil-
dren are in lower grades than their ages would
indicate. English continnes to be the weakest
subject.

Byunnmwe,

Eight of the people have purchased prefab-
ricated houses, Of these, two are completed
and work has commeneced on four more,

In addition portion of the materials for the
new assistants’ cottage has been received and
work will commence on the erection of this
building on the new site in the near future.

A new ward has been built for the hospital
for the male patients, It is a corrugated fibro
building with an ant bed floor.
ward has made it possible to segregate men and
women patients and has considerably eased the
strain on the hospital accommodation which is
however, still inadequate, partieularly during
the wet season when it is often impossible to
transfer patients to the mainland.

HeaurH,

Tne health of the people has been good gener-
ally, but the hookworm infestation is a matter
for concern. Three mass treatments have been
completed and almost half the children are
receiving additional iren and some are receiving
Imferon injections.

It is greatly regretted that the first case of
active tuberculosis has been confirmed. To date
there is no indication that the disease has spread
and it is to be hoped that the case proved tfo
be an isolated one.

The special diet for the pre-school and
kindergarten children has been improved. All
children who are losing weight or who are not
gaining sufficient weight receive additional
meals twice daily. The supplementary food
includes liver, dried irmiis, extra milk and
vegetables, custard, Milo and wholemeal bread.

All preschool children, school children and
expectant mothers have received their initial
injections of Salk anti-poliomyelitis vaceine.

The additional

The Flying Doctor from Cloncarry, Dr. Neili
Duncan, continues to visit regularly for his
monthly elinies and in addition has attended a
number of emergency esses. His work is of
incaleulable benefit to the people; the improve-
ment in the general health being directly
attributable to his efforts.

GENERAL.

The Bentinek Islanders are playing an
inereasingly large part in the life and work on
the compound. Several of the women now take
their turn in the kitehen, cooking the children’s
food and all the women have joined in the work
in the garden. In addition, many men have
worked extremely well helping to maintain the
airstrip and in assisting in the initial resurfac-
ing of the strip with laterite. This is a long-
range project and will, it is hoped, transform
one runway into an all-weather strip.

There are encouraging signs that the people
are making every effort to take advantage of
the opportunities offered them. Several families
have bought wood stoves this year and the
standard of village cocking is slowly improving.
This is partly due to the simple domestic science
training which the older girls receive. It is
hoped to extend this work in the coming year.

APPRECIATION.

We wish to express our grateful thanks to all
who have assisted us during the past year: to
the Minister, the Director of Native Affairs and
his staff for their continued personal interest and
help ; to the Protector of Aboriginals, Burketown,
for the assistance he renders our people who
have gone out to work on the mainland; to the
Chureh Mission Committee for their planning
and encouragement; to the Flying Doctor and
his pilot, who have come to us at all times as we
had need; and to all our kind friends who have
sent ng gifts at Christmas and throughout the
year.

ArpPENDIX 15.

HAMMOND TISLAND MISSION (ROMAN
CATHOLIC.)

{Priest in Charge-—Rev. O, MeDermott.)

STAFF,
Resident Priest—Rev, A, J. Collina,

Two Bisters of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart.
Lay Worker—Francis Dorante.

STATISTICS.
Births .. . .. .. .. B
Deaths .. .. Nil,
Marriages .. .. . . o1
Sehool Children .. . .. .. 38
THISCIPLINE,

Discipline during the past year has been quite
satisfactory. The Mission residents co-operate
well with the staff and manifest a good com-
munity spirit. Church services are well and
regularly attended.



HEALTH.

The health of the people of the Mission is
cxcellent. No epidemic nor outbreak of serious
illness oceurred during the year. The babies and
sehool children benefit from the fortnightly visit
of the Sister from the Thursday Island Child-
ren’s Clinie. Her kindly interest and expert
attentjon evoke the gratitude of parents and staif.
The adults readily avail themselves of the facili-
ties provided by Thursday Island Hospital Out-
door Department. Dental service is ohtained at
Thursday Island, Mr. O'Shea, Health Officer,
stayed for a time on the Mission making a
survey of Hookworm infestation and a study of
health matters generally. His visit was deeply
appreciated and steps will be taken as soon as
possible to give effect to his recommendations.
This officer ecommented favourably on the good
standard of housing.

Two new homes were built doring the vear
and one home enlarged. The interest taken in
homes and the standard set by home builders in
recent years augurs well for the future.

Ebvucamox,

Satisfactory progress is reported in all
branches of school work, in instrumental music
and in the arts and crafts. Sister M. Anastasia
who tanght at Hammond Island for six years was
at Christmas transferred to Alice Springs and
was replaced by Sister M. Cabrini, formerly of
Port Keats Mission, Northern Territory. Two
of the older school girls are boarding at Thursday
Island Convent and one will sit for the
scholarship examination at the end of the year.

The new school should be ready for use before
the hot weather ecomes and will be a great boon
to teackers and scholars.

EMPLOYMENT.

The majority of the Mission’s employable
males are engaged in the pearling industry and
prove themselves efficient seamen and divers.
Last season after a very late start, Francis
Sabatino’s boat brought in 24 tons of pearl-shell.
A boat under the captaincy of Lui Garnier
working on a share basis, returned good
dividends, firstly from trochus and later from
pearl-shell. Men not employed at sea, work as
carpenters, shipwrights and labourers on
Thureday Island and return home each evening.

CONGRATULATIONS,
liammond island Mission extends its sincere
and hearty congratulations to the Most

Reverend John Doyle, M.8.C., D.I},, who on
25th February, 1957, was consecrated as first
Bishop of Samarai in his former parish church
at Randwick, Sydney, Bishop Doyle founded the
Mission in 1929 and has retained a lively interest
in its welfare. We wish him many years of
health and prosperity and pray that the Eastern
Papua Mission will flourish under his wise rule.
Father- McDermott, first resident priest at
Hammond Island Mission, represented Torres
Strait at Bishop Doyle’s consecration and
remained in the south for a short time on leave.

CoNcLUsION.

We wish to record our appreciation of the
valued assistance the Mission has received from
many friends and supporters, and in particular
we offer our sincere thanks to the Honourable
the Minister for Health and Home Affairs, to
Mr. €. O'Leary to Mr. Killoran and his staff
for their eourteous and valued assistance. We
wonld like to take this opportunity of giving
public expression of our gratitude to the Doctors,
Matron and Staff of Thursday Island Hospital,
whose skill and unselfish devotion to duty ever
give the best of assistance to our sick and ailing,

ArPENDIX 16.

LOCKHART RIVER MISSION, IRON
RANGE, via CAIRNS.

{Superintendent—John A. Warby.)

STArF.
Reverend J. B. Goodman, B.A, (Chaplain).
Miss A. Hann, Th. L. (School Teacher).
Mr, M. R, Freeman {Engineer).
Mr. J. Kaines (Cattle Manager).
Mrs. R. L. Ewin (Sehool Teacher).
Mrs, J. A, Warby {Bookkeeper).
Rister H. D. Conn (Medical Sister).
Mr. B. L. Ewin (Agriculturalist).
Mrs, T, Freeman (Social Worker).
Mr. W, Namok (Carpenter).

GENERAL PROGRESS.

The progress of the mission has been good
during the past year. There have been various
set-backs, but these have been of a temporary
nature, and served to spur staff and people on
to higher endeavours.

THE LocEHART RIVER ABORIGINAL CHRISTIAN
Co-OPERATIVE SocieETy LTD.

The progress of this aboriginal business has
been most marked. The Board of Directors,
especially, have shown very considerable advance-
ment in the earrying out of the duties involved,
and a real sense of responsibility is developing.
The Directors are:—

Frank 0’Brien, President.
Peter Creek, Secretary,
Charlie Clarmont.

Furry Short.

John Butcher, Manager.
Alick Sandy, Public Officer,
David Marrott.

Mrs, J. Warby is Treasurer.

The first audit of the Co-operative was held
as at 30th June, 1956, and this revealed that &
profit of £5,396 had been made since the for-
mation of the Society. A dividend of T4 per
cent. was paid to full members and alse a bonus
of 50 per cent. was paid to all members whether
fully paid up or not. These payments greatly
stimulated contributions to share ecapital by
members,

The second annual general meeting was held
last September at which we were fortunate to
have with us the Director of Co-operatives for
ABM., the Rev. A. Clint who has done so
much in advising on ways and means of
running the Society. :
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Torat Loss oF ‘‘FrRancis Prirr,”’

This historic boat foundered on the night of
3rd October and came to rest on & large rock
in four fathoms of water. Sirenuous efforts
were made to float her but, being subjected to
continuous pounding by heavy seas, the star-
bhoard side of the boat was smashed in by the
rock, which, as the boat slowly drifted off it,
tore out the entire side of the boat for two-
thirds of its length. This made the work of
recovery diffieult and it was only after five days
continuous work that we managed to beach the
wreck in front of the mission, where the engine
was salvaged. Insurance claims including
salvage have been met.

CoLLarske oF TRocHUS MARKET.

The Co-operative derives most of its ineome
from the sale of trochus shell. When the
market for this eollapsed recently, the future
looked rather poor. However steps were taken
to extend the fishing of blacklip shell and it
is hoped that this shell will compensate largely
for the loss of the trochus market.

It seems obvious that further steps to divert
the co-operative business activities from trochus
and blacklip shell should be taken. Such steps
however, will necessitate considerable capital
from outside sources, either Governmental or
private, and this counld be a limiting factor

SINEING AND RECOVERY OF ‘‘MarY LoCEHART.”’

This mission boat which is unsed for ecargo
carrying was swamped at Cape Direction, ten
miles north of the mission during November.
The recovery of this hoat was accomplished in
less than 24 hours, mainly due to the wide
experience gained during the salvaging of
““Franecis Pritt.”” Unlike .this boat, ‘‘Mary
Lockhart’’ was fortunate in coming to rest on
a sand bottom. The hull’ itsell was almost
undamaged but the Ruston diesel engine was
almost wrecked due to water stopping the
engine as the boat sank. The boat was towed
to the mission where, after the engine was
removed, reconditioned and replaced, she
resumed her eargo carrying. This boat and her
erew are doing a sterling job carrying hundreds
of tons of cargo a year in all weathers.

‘Water Latp o To Arn Housks.

The 3-inch pipe line which Mr. G. Pidsley
had been construeting from Coutha Creek to
the mission is now completed. Water is pumped
through this line to a 35,000-gallon tank
mounted on a concrete base. A base for a
second tank has been constructed but this tank
is not yet complete. 'Water is reticulated from
the completed tank to all staff houses and to
every house in the new village. Showers have
also been laid on to these houses. The advent
of ecopious supplies of water to everyone’s door
is a great boon, and cleanliness has increased
accordingly. The water supply has been
further improved by the erection of a 30-foot
diameter windmill on a 60-foot stand. This
large mill was erected in a week by two trained
erectors assisted by the staff and people. Our
thanks are due to the Director of Native Affairs
Department for its assistanee in supplying most
materials for the water project.

SANITARY ABRANGEMENTS.

Fifty flyproof earth closet cabinets and pans
were secured and a tarring depot for pans was
organised. Old communal Iavatories were
abolished and all houses now have private
lavatories. The advantages of this system are

most marked.

Hovusing—OLD VILLAGE.

Six new houses are under construction. A
large community dining room and kitchen is
also being built. This village is now a centre
for old people. A communal kitehen run by
themselves has been organised, lavatories
improved and shower rooms erected. Old
people are not forced to live at this centre,
but every encouragement is given them to do
s0. As a result they are beeoming increasingly
proud of their own village.

NEw VILLAGE.

One large house has been completed. This
1s floored of course, and has masonite walls and
iron roof,

A further seven permanent houses are under
construction. A determined effort is being
made to provide permanent houses. With
soaring costs, it was considered that earth wall
houses are the answer, The first method
attempted was the mud brick system. This
provides an excellent house, but after the first
house, it was considered that the repeated
handling of the bloeks involved too much work.
As a result the pise de terre or rammed earth
system was adopted. This has proved much
quicker to build, while the finished house will
be just as good. The walls of these houses are
one foot in thickness, the exteriors will be
treated with cement, and the interiors plastered
and painted. It is confidently expected that
when eompleted these houses will last 50 to 100
years with little in the way of maintenance.

RELIGION.

The Chaplain, the Rev. J. B. Goodman,
reports as follows:—

During the year the services of the Church
have been carried on as usual. Mass is said
each morning and evensong each evening, On
Sundays mass is sung and later in the day,
there is Morning Prayer and Sunday School
and Evensong is sung. On greater festivals the
mass is solemnly sung.

At St. Jamestide last July the Lord Bishop
blessed a new mat and altar frontal and the
Church pews which the people had made.

In January an informal service was started
on Monday evening in the old village followed
by mass on Tuesday morning. Most of the old
village people attend these services.

In November, 1956, a Bible Study Group
was started with five natives and the Chaplain
and three other members of the staff. It has
grown to three groups with an average
attendanee of 15 natives each week.

On 20th May a beautifully carved cedar
plague commemorating the dedication of the
chapel to the memory of Rosslyn Keith
Matthews, Assistant Superintendent, who died
here on 20th May, 1952, was dedicated. -
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. Four of the natives have offered to be trained
as lay readers of the Church and the first
aboripine, Roy Sandy, has left the mission to
attend the Theological College at St. Pauls,
Moa. If he is made a priest, he will be the
first aborigine ever to be ordained.

During the year, there were 18 baptisms
including two adults, three marriages and four
funerals.

We look forward to the future as there is a
growing realisation by the people for a fuller
understanding of the faith as seen in the
numbers eoming to Bible Study and wishing to
be trained to take the services of the Chureh.

Apvrr Co-oPERATIVE SCHOOL.

Attendance during the year has been
irregular owing to various factors. A series of
short term lessons are being given such as
Public Speaking as well as the more usual
Arithmetic and English. The Secretary of the
Co-operative is given specialised training. The
class of illiterates has been discontinued this
year to enable extra lessons to he given to
younger members of this ‘school,

PRrIMARY SCHOOL.

In 1956 two of the senior boys attended
school at All Souls, Charters Towers. It is
considered that this training is a groat incen-
tive to pupils and of very econsiderable benefit
to those boys who have the chanee of attending,
even though such students find the higher
standards difficult to master.

Miss Hann re'ports as follows on the I’rimary
School and Kindergarten—

School was opened 204 days. Number of
children on the roll was 70. During the year,
twenty-two school ehildren attended Thursday
Island Hospital for medieal attention.

During the year the kindergarten room was
painted by the senior school boys. At the
beginning of this year the old store building
was taken over for use as an Infant School
Grade II. already occupied one section of the
building; Grade I. and Prep. I. moved into
the other section of the building. This has
eascd the overcrowding in the primary school.
The school buildings are to be painted in the
near future. Our thanks are due to the
Director of Native Affairs for the paint.

The kindergarten eaters for the four-year-
olds. It funetions mornings only and is in the
charge of a native teacher, Jane King. There
are three grades in the infants’ scheol and five
in the primary school. The senior grade is
Grade V. standard. Manual work for the senior
grades is held twice weekly. The girls learn
needlework and basketmaking.

IxFanTs’ ScHooL.
Mrs. R. J. Ewin reports as follows:—

With the formation of a separate infants’
department working conditions  have heen
greatly improved for teachers and pupils alike.

E

The arrival of paint is an added feature and
will make immediate surroundings more
pleasant after the fortheoming vacation.

Attendance has been excellent and progress
in work, partieularly Grade I., very pleasing.
Of note, also, i1s the fact that many of the
behaviour problems have been overcome.

Basins and towels have been provided for
the kindergarten as an added step in personal
hygiene. Since the commencement of both boys’
and girls’ dressing and shower rooms, there is a
great improvement in the general outlook and
self respect of these small youngsters.

Hosprrar, ANp CHILDREN s CENTRE.

Sister H. Conn who is in charge of Hospital
and Children’s Centre reports as follows:—

Medical Survey—An investigation into an
unknown fever was earried out by Drs
MacKerras and Marks of the Queensland
Institute of Medieal Reserach, when at least
ten known types of lepetospirae were isolated
and it was considered possible that we may
have a special tvpe of leptospirae which has
not yel been isolated. Fifty varieties of
mosguitoes were identified.

Our sincere thanks are due to these two
doetors for their painstaking research and
conelusiens.

Births—15 (males 8, females 7).
Deaths—4—
1 old man due to heart failure,
1 old woman due to old age.
1 woman, Hodgkinsen'’s disease.

1 infant, collapse of Jung, ecomplication of
Pertussis,

Admissions—98 cases—
10 obstetrieal eases.
19 Bacterial Dysgentery (Epidemiec adults ouly},
22 Pertussis,
G Torrezs Strait Island men—crew members of
passing boats.
4 Leptospirosis,
Transferred to Tharsday Island General Iospital—
18 ecases—
5 obstetrical eases for confinement,

2 severe anaemia from heavy hookworm infesta-
tion.

11 General cases (4 Torres Btrait Islanders).

Transferred  to Brishane

Huospital—1
Hodgkinson s Disease,

General

All babies regularly attend the Baby Health
Clinie each week. Also, all pregnant mothers
are regularly examined,

Hookworm Treatmeni —Treatment has been
given as a routine to all children at a six
months interval and repeated when necessary.
Haemoglobin percentages are regularly taken
and children watched for signs of anaemia.

General Health.—General health of the people
is very good. During the year we have had
two visits from the Flying Dentist and a visit
from the Optomeirist. These visits and their
results were very muech appreciated.

The new radio service instituted by Director
of Native Affairs of direct contaet with the
Thursday TIsland General Hospital is of untold
benefit and greatly appreciated.
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Children’s Cenfre—The general appearance
and health of the children is proof of the
success of the centre. All school children con-
tinue to have breakfast and dinner at the
centre and any child who so wishes may also
have supper. Iron mixture and vitamins A,
D and C are given every child after each meal.
A specially designed kindergarten dining room
has been added to the larger dining room for
the forty pre-school children who have dinner
and supper there and in special cases, breakfast
also. The pre-school children have Pentavite
and colliron added to their milk; each
individual child is fed according to his age and
his requiremenis. A monthly weight record is
kept of each child.

The two new dressing and shower rooms
{one for girls and one for boys} have now eom-
menced functioning much to the delight of the
children. These large struetures are of
masonite with concrete floors and aluminium
roofing,

AiM For YEAR,

The year’s aim has been to discover the best
and quickest way of developing the dairy and
beef cattle on the mission. Also to work out
what areas should be paddocked and laid under
improved pasture. Both long and short range
plans have been made. The long range plan
covers a period of five years, and work is now
proceeding along lines laid down.

Beer CATTLE.

A muster was carried out at the end of last
year at which 420 were branded. An out-
station at Sefton has been reopened to fatten
horses, and keep an eye on Wenlock area. A
small mustering plant working throughout the
year has been started. A set of stock yards
at the mission are being rebuilt. Forty new
horses were bought as well as a fine new
stallion.

Damy CATTLE.

This part of cattle is being developed first
as 1l is capable of bringing in substantial
returns in a shorter period of time. The dairy
paddocks have alse been commenced and should
be finished by the beginning of the wet. A
new dairy should be completed at the same
time. A Farmall traetor, 2 Blue Streak power
saw and a post drilling machine have been
acquired and these have considerably speeded
up the work in haud.

Fencing.

The mission area has been fenced off,
permanent gates and cattle ramps coustructed
and this area is now cousidered eattle proof.
An area of 10 acres on the Lockhart River
flats was ploughed in preparation of a pasture
grass bed this season.

ENGINEERING.

With three marine diesels, one diese] tractor,
two stationary diesels, three trucks, one petrol
tractor, one rotary hoe, four stationary petrol
engines and one power saw on the mission, and
all in constant use, it will be seen that the
engineer and staff are kept busy with main-
tenance and repairs. Many jobs have been
carried out and the native mechanics are
steadily inereasing in knowledge and experience.

AGRICULTURE.

Irrigated Market Garden ol Coutha Creck.—
The quantity and quality of produee of this
garden showed an improvement over previous
seasons. A variety of vegetables in good
quantity were grown, including tomatoes, silver
beet, turnips, cabbages, carrots and sweet
potatoes, The Chinese cabbage was especially
prolific, more than eould be eaten being grown.
The sweet potatoes, pumpkins, and bananas,
however, suffered severely as a result of the
record flood, the greatest in living memory,
when the entire garden was submerged to an
averape depth of twelve feet. The garden has
recovered well and is again under crop. The
area was extended during this year, and it is
intended to continue this development,

PouLTry,

Day-old chicks from Cairns were success-
fully reared. In the last three monthe 60 dozen
eggs have been produced from 40 hens. These
eggs have gone to the children’s centre, which
has also benefited by 45 prime roosters.

ProrLE’s (FARDENS.

A large area for these was twice ploughed
this year, but owing to straying stock these
gardens were unsuccessful, but now that the
area has been fenced we look forward to better
results this year. About 100 acres of rain
forest behind the mission is being cleared by
vollective effort and when shared will be
planted and maintained by individuals. This
should yield large quantities of bananas,
pupaws, pumpkins, and water melons.

AirsTriP NEARS COMPLETION.

About 1,000 yards has been cleared and
levelled and it is expected that this will svon
be ready for ambulance planes.

APPRECIATION.

Our thanks are due to the many people and
organisations who have assisted during the past
year, especially to the Director of Native
Affairs and his staff, the Australian Board of
Missions and all helpers, amd the Superinten-
dent and staff of Thursday Island Hospital.

Ao B TuckEeR, Governmment Printer, Brisbane.
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