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SNAKE BAY (MILIKAPITI ) SETTLEMENT      MS 1602 

 

Papers, 1954-1980, MS., typescript, carbon, maps, photos and plans.  

 

22 (17cm.) boxes 

 

The Snake Bay settlement on Melville Island was established in 1941 by J. Gribble under instructions 

of the Native Affairs Branch. With the advent of the war, the settlement developed into a defence 

base. After 1945 it came under the control of the Director of the Welfare Branch of the Northern 

Territory Administration who appointed a Superintendent in charge of the settlement. From 1972, a 

policy of self-determination was introduced and the management of the settlement was gradually 

transferred to the elected Snake Bay Council, later re-named Milikapiti Council. With the 

establishment of the Council the office of the Superintendent was replaced with that of the 

Community Adviser. 
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NT/N (SC.52) - 36/2A - Snake Bay, 12C/7, 16C/1D, 2Bl, 22/2B, 3A, 

24/1, 2, 3, 5E, 6A, 6J, 26/6, 26/2C3, 28/5, 

30/1, 4, 7, 11, 32/2, 34/1, 2, 38/1, 2, 40A/2, 

3, 10, 44/5, 46/3, 52/1 

 

x Northern Territory Administration, Welfare Division 

x Australia. Department of Aboriginal Affairs  

x National Aboriginal Conference 

x Northern Land Council 

x Tiwi Development Company  

x Tiwi Land Council 
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BOX MS 1602/1      Item No. 

Guide prepared in the AIAS Library  16ff.       1 

I Administrative papers of the Snake Bay Settlement, 1954-1980 

A. Numbered files of the, Commonwealth-Northern Territory  

Administration period, 1954-1977 

i First series, ca 1954-1965 

a.  S.B.1 General administrative papers 

* Administration general correspondence, (S.B.l.10)  

Pt.l, Jun 1957-Feb.1958; Pt.2, Mar­Jul 1958    2-3 
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Pt 1, Aug 1956-Nov 1957; Pt.3, Jun 1959-Dec 1960  13-14 

* Monthly reports (S.B.3.9), Jul 1955-May 1960   15 

Monthly reports (S.B.3.9), Dec.1963-Nov 1965   16 

Settlement section reports (S.B.3.9A), Feb 1964-0ct 1964  17 

d.  S.B.5 Wards 

* Wards - General (S.B.5.9) Pt.l, Jul 1957-Dec1960;  

Pt.2, Jan.1961-Dec.1962       18-19 
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e. S.B.6 Education 
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g.  S.B.8 Supply 
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Correspondence - stores (S.B.8.4), Aug 1956-Nov 1963  29 
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Snake Bay canteen - N.T.A.1 complete (S.B.8.6),  

Sep 1961-May 1962       32 

Contract supplies and movement of transport (S.B.8.11),  

Mar 1958-Jul 1963        33 

h.  S.B.11 Stocktake 

Annual equipment stocktakes (S.B.11.2) Pt.1,  

Jun 1954-Dec 1957        34 

i.  S.B.12 Economic projects 

Seafoods enterprise (S.B.12.7), Aug 1962-Jun 1963  35 

Forestry project (S.B.12.8), Jul 1956 –May 1963    36 

Pasture improvement (S.B.12.9), Nov 1956-0ct 1962  37 
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BOX MS 1602/4 

j.  S.B.13 Settlement -establishment and maintenance 

Settlement - native (S.B.13.3), Aug 1956-0ct 1962   38 

Superintendents residence (S.B.13.4), Aug 1955-Aug 1963  39 

Electricity supply (S.B,13.7), Nov. 1955-Aug 1963   40 

Repairs and maintenance (S.B.13.8), May 1955-Jun 1964  41 

Refrigeration (S.B.13.9), Jul 1957-Mar.1961    42 

Radio (S.B.13.10), Jul 1957-Nov 1963     43 
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Fire and fire precautions (S.B.13.12), Oct 1957-Dec.1963  45 

Sanitation-septic system (S.B.13.13), Dec 1957-Jan.1963  46 
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material etc. (S.B.13.18), Sep 1961-Dec 1961   49 
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a. 64.1 Aboriginals 

* Catering (64.1.1), Mar 1963-Jul 1969    50 

* Committals - wards (64.1-2), Jan 1962-Jun 1968   51 

* Employment and conditions (64.1-3), Sep 1962-Jun 1969 52 

* Wards - general correspondence (64.1-4),  

Nov 1962-Apr 1968       53 

BOX MS 1602/5 

Rentals – transitional housing (64.1-5), Aug 1971-Nov 1973 54 

Policy and electoral (64.1-6), Jun 1963-May 1968    55 

Training allowance (64.1-7)      56 

Training allowance -·N.T.A.406's (64.1-7),  

Feb.1971-Apr1977        57 

Training courses and training, general (64.l-8),  

Oct 1961-Mar 1973       58 

Wages (64.1-9), Sep 1961-Dec1967      59 
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Wages from 4-3.68 (64.1-9), Mar 1968-Dec 1968    60 

Police matters, licences, gun registration, etc. (64,1-10),  

ca.1958-Apr 1968        61 

Artifacts and trade goods (64.1-11), Sep 1964-Apr 1969  62 

b. 64. 2. Accounts, Returns and Records 

Adult education, statistics and salary statement (64.2-1),  

Jul 1963-Jul 1969         63 

Collector of public monies (64.2-1), Aug 1972-Jun 1977  64 

BOX MS 1602/6 

* Age pension - schedules and correspondence (64.2-2),  

Jan 1964-Aug 1967        65 

* Pension schedules and correspondence (64.2-2),  

Sep 1967-Dec 1969       66 

* Child endowment variations (64.2-3)  

Pt.l, Sep 1962-Nov 1967; Pt.2, Jun 1967-May 1969   67-68 

Population statistics (64.2-4), Jun 1964-Feb 1972   69 

Radio-telegraphic returns (64.2-5), Jan 1964-Sep 1967  70 

Ration statements (64.2-6), Feb 1969      71 

Petty cash and permanent advance claims (64.2-7),  

Oct 1971-Aug 1975        72 

Wages advance reconciliation and correspondence (64.2-11) 

Pt.l, Jan 1964-Sep 1967; Pt.2, Sep 1967-Jul 1969   73-74 

BOX MS 1602/7 

Stamp advance and reconciliations (64.2-13),  

Aug 1968-Aug 1975       75 

Meal ticket returns (64.2-14), Jan 1965- Feb.1969   76 

c. 64.3 Administration 

Circular memos (64.3-1), Aug 1966-Mar 1969   77 

Administrative instructions (64.3-lA), Aug 1965- Jun 1969 78 

Circular memos 1973 (64.3-lA), Jun 1972-Jun 1973  79 

Statutory declarations (64.3-lA), ca 1974 Northern Territory 80 

Division – circulars (64.3-lB), Jul 1971-Feb 1974   81 

Northern Territory Division - circular memos 1973/1974  



MS 1602 Snake Bay (Milikapiti) Settlement papers, 1954-1980 

 

 

 

9 

(64.3-lB), Jul 1973-Nov 1973      82 

Conference reports and staff meeting record (64.3-2),  

Mar 1964-Sep 1968       83 

Estimates - submissions and instructions (64.3-4),  

Nov 1964-Sep 1968       84 

BOX MS 1602/8 

Stores correspondence (64.3-7), Jan 1964-May 1968   85 

Handover-Takeover certificates (64.3-9), Jul 1971-Nov 1974 86 

Internal audit reports·29 July 1969 to August audit 1972  

(64.3-10), Jul 1969-Nov 1973       87 

Bathurst and Melville Island conferences (64.3-12),  

Sep 1968-Nov 1973        88 

Publications (64.3-13), Mar 1971-May 1973     89 

d. 64.4 Communications 

Airstrip (64.4-1), Mar 1964-Jun 1968  

(Includes aerodrome plan held at MT4 MS 1602/2)   90 

e. 64.5 Settlement 

Property register (64.5-3), Jul 1969-0ct 1974    91 

Register of fixed assets (64.5-3), ca 1960-1970s    92 

f. 64.6 Economic Projects 

Farm and garden (64.6-1), Aug 1970-Aug 1973    93 

Cashew tree development project (64.6-2), Apr 1960-Dec 1964 94 

Cashew spacing file (64.6-2), Nov 1964-Feb 1965    95 

Sawmill (64.6-5), Dec 1971-Apr 1975     96 

Sawmill manager’s file (64.6-5), Mar 1973-Feb 1974   97 

BOX MS 1602/9 

Pastoral projects (64.6-6), Oct 1957-Jul 1969   98 

Poultry (64.6-7), Feb 1965-Mar 1967     99 

Internal reports and memoranda - agricultural projects (64.6-9),  

Nov 1964-Dec 1966       100 

Fishing (64.6-10), Jan 1967-Aug 1974     101 

g. 64.8 Extra-Curricular Activities 

Aboriginal council (64.8-1) Pt.1, Mar 1963-Feb 1969;  
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Pt.2, Oct 1969-Jun 1974       102-103 

Snake Bay Council minutes (64.8-1), Apr 1967-Jan 1970  104 

Snake Bay. Council minutes and meal ticket issues (64.8-1),  

Apr 1964-Jan 1969        105 

Clubs and associations (64.8-2), Apr 1963-Jun 1969  106 

Country Women's Association (64.8-2), Sep 1963- 0ct 1964 107 

North Australian Eisteddfod and the Darwin show (64.8-5),  

Jun 1966-Apr 1969       108 

BOX MS 1602/10 

Official visitors and tourism (64.8-7), Jan 1964-May 1969 109 

Snake Bay Social Club to June 1972 (64.8-11),  

Oct 1961-Sep 1974       110 

h. 64.10 Health 

Health Centre - general hygiene (64.10-3), Jan 1969-Apr 1973 111 

Chlorine safety (64.10-6), Oct.1970     112 

i. 64.11 Staff 

Establishments and duty statements - staff circulars (64.11-1),  

Sep 1961-Jul 1969        113 

Staff Overtime and allowances (64.11-4) Pt.l,  

Jan 1964-Feb 1965; Pt.2, Jan 1965-Dec 1966   114-115 

Staff Overtime (64.11-4), Nov 1967-Apr 1969   116 

Duty statements and staff positions (64.1 1-4),  

Sep 1971-Jan 1974        117 

BOX MS 1602/11 

Overtime NTA 420's (64.11-11), Aug 1971- 0ct 1975  118 

Removal of effects (64.11-12), Jul 1971- Jan. 1973   119 

j. 64.12 Transport 

Drivers - permits and regulations (64.12-1)     120 

Pt.l, Nov 1961-Aug 1969; Pt.2, Apr 1969-Nov 1974  121 

Transport pool vehicles and supplies (64.12-3),  

Sep 1963-Dec 1968       122 

B. Numbered files of the Milikapiti Council, 1970-1980 

i First series, 1970-1979 
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Hilikapiti Aboriginal Council (1/1) Pt.l, Dec 1971-0ct 1974;  

Pt.2, Oct 1974-Aug 1975       123-124 

Milikapiti Council correspondence (1/2), Sep 1974-Sep 1975 125 

Milikapiti Mothers Association (1/4), Sep 1974-0ct 1977  126 

Milikapiti Housing Association (1/5), Jun 1970- Dec 1974 127 

Tiwi Development Company (1/6), Nov 1971-Jul 1977  128 

Community review (1/8), Apr 1973-May 1975   129 

BOX MS 1602/12 

* Aboriginal - general social (3/1), Aug 1973-May 1975  130 

* Aboriginal social matters (3/2), Nov 1973-Mar 1975  131 

* Liquor (3/3), Jan 1970-Sep 1974      132 

Population (3/4), Feb 1977-Sep 1978     133 

Staff quarterly accommodation returns (4/3),  

Dec 1975-Jul 1979        134 

* Social Service correspondence (5/1), Oct 1974-Jan 1977  135 

Transitional houses (5/2), Mar 1976-Apr 1978   136 

Industrial - wages and unclaimed wages (5/5),  

Aug 1973-Mar 1979       137 

Funerals and deaths (5/6), Oct 1973-Sep 1977   138 

* Incidents (5/8), Nov 1973-Feb 1979      139 

Settlement and buildings (6/2), Sep 1974-0ct 1978   140 

Adult education (11/1), Mar 1976-May 1976    141 

Health-hygiene (12/1), Jul 1974-Nov 1978     142 

ii  Second series, 1972-1980 

File index of Milikapiti Council      143 

Milikapiti Council - general correspondence (SBC-01)  

Pt.1, Jun 1975-0ct 1977; Pt.2 Oct 1977-Jul 1978   144-145 

Employment - Milikapiti (SBC-02), Jan 1975-Jun 1978  146 

Taxation (SBC-02/1), Aug 1978-Feb 1979    147 

Regional conferences. Bathurst and Melville Islands (SBC-03),  

Jan 1974-Jun 1977        148 

BOX MS 1602/13 
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Community Advisers conferences (SBC-03/1),  

Dec 1976-Jun 1977       149 

Conferences - general (SBC-03/2), Oct 1975-May 1977  150 

Milikapiti Council meetings (SBC-03/3),  

Jan 1974-Aug 1977       151 

Community development. (SBC-04), Aug 1975-Mar 1978 152 

Community profiles (SBC-04/1), Jun 1977-Dec 1977  153 

* Social Security (SBC-05), Sep 1975-Nov 1977   154 

Administration - general (SBC-06), Aug 1975- Mar 1980  155 

Administration - finance - grants in aid (SBC-06/1),  

Jul 1976-0ct 1977        156 

Administration - plant, equipment, buildings (SBC•06/2),  

Jun 1976-Jul 1979        157 

Community projects reviews (SBC-07), Sep 1975-0ct 1977 158 

Permits (SBC-08), Sep 1975-Dec 1978     159 

Education (SBC-09), Aug 1975-0ct 1978     160 

Bank agency (SBC-10), Mar 1978-Jan 1979     161 

Legislation (SBC-11), Sep 1975-Dec 1978    162 

Legislation -·Hansard reports (SBC-11/1) Nov 1976-0ct 1977 163 

Federal Members reports (SBC-11/2), Dec 1976-Dec 1977 164 

Policy matters (SBC-12), ca 1975     165 

BOX MS 1602/14 

D.A.A. - circulars and instructions (SBC-13),  

Sep 1975-Mar 1978       166 

D.A.A. - staff notices (SBC-13/1), Aug 1976-Jun 1979  167 

D.A.A. - library (SBC-13/2), ca 1977-1978    168 

Health (SBC-14), Nov. 1975-Nov. 1979    169 

Aboriginal housing (SBC-15), Nov 1973-Apr 1978   170 

Milikapiti Progress Association (SBC-15/1),  

Oct 1977-Feb 1979       171 

Special employment projects (SBC-15/2), Jan 1976-Nov 1977 172 

Council projects - estimates, applications, correspondence  

(SBC-16/1), Jun 1977-May 1979     173 
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Financial statements – correspondence (SBC-16/2),  

Jan 1977-Dec 1978       174 

Alcohol (SBC-17), ca 1973-Feb 1979     175 

* Social matters (SBC-18) Pt.l, Jan·1976-Dec 1977;  

Pt.2, Dec 1977-Mar 1978; Pt.3, Apr 1978-Jan 1980   176-178 

* Milikapiti Ngirramini (SBC-18/1), Jul 1977-Feb 1978  179 

BOX MS 1602/15 

Nilikapiti Women' s Club (SBC-18/2), Oct 1977-Jun 1978 180 

Y.M.C.A. (SBC-18/3), Sep 1977-Feb 1978    181 

A.P.R.- Aboriginal Population Records (SBC-19),  

Nov 1975-Jul 1977        182 

Community Advisers (SBC-20), Feb 1974-Jun 1980  183 

* Aboriginal legal matters (SBC-21), Sep 1973-Jan 1978  184 

Research reports (SBC-22), Sep. 1975-Je 1978   185 

A.B.T.F - Aborigines Benefits Trust Fund (SBC-24),  

Apr 1972 -Apr 1978       186 

"Media releases (SBC-25/1), Apr 1977-Dec 1977   187 

Aboriginal Loans Commission (SBC-26), Oct 1975-Apr 1976 188 

Northern Land Council (SBC-27), Jun 1976-Dec 1977  189 

Aboriginal Land Rights (N.T.) Bill 1976 (SBC-27/1),  

Jul 1976-Jun 1977        190 

Tiwi Land Council (SBC-27/2), Jan 1977-Jun 1979   191 

Aboriginal Councils and Associations Bill 1975 (SBC-27/3),  

Sep 1975-0ct 1975        192 

Local Government Association of the N.T. (SBC-28/2),  

Apr 1976-Aug 1977,        193 

National Aboriginal Conference (SBC-29),  

May 1977-Jun 1978       194 

C. Miscellaneous unnumbered files, 1958-1980 

i.  General 

*Aboriginal Community Adviser's file, kept by Stuart  

McDouall, Mar 1972-Apr 1974      195 

Diary - administrative, 1958      196 

Diary - administrative, 1962      197 
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Fire fighting equipment and correspondence,  

Apr 1975-Sep 1975       198 

BOX 1602/16 

Milikapiti council - general correspondence,  

Pt.1, Jun 1973-Dec 1973; Pt.2, Aug 1975    199-200 

Monthly Report of Important Happenings and Settlement  

Section reports, Apr 1967-Jul 1969     201 

Staff meetings - Snake Bay, Aug 1958-May 1959    202 

Superintendent’s duty statement, Jul 1964  203 

Superintendent outgoing correspondence 1963,  

Apr 1963-Nov 1963      204 

Superintendent's outgoing correspondence 1964,  

Jan 1964-Aug 1964      205 

Telegrams - out, Jun 1965-Jun 1967   206 

Miscellaneous blank forms - samples only -  

duplicates destroyed, ca 1960-1980   207 

ii  Housing  

Garden Point - Housing Council reviews, Feb. 1980 208  

Housing rent and miscellaneous, May 1979-Jul 1979  209 

iii  Events 

Cyclone Tracy: 1975 Report 3 months after cyclone,  

Mar. 1975       210 

Visit to the N.T. by their Royal Highnesses the  

Duke and Duchess of Kent, ca. 1969   211 

BOX MS 1602/17 

iv Population Records 

Register of aboriginals at Snake Bay's births and  

deaths records [NTA 432's and 433's] - also includes  

rental records. CARD INDEX, ca 1960-1980  212 

BOX MS 1602/18 

v Welfare 

Information from the Planning Workshop on Youth  

Worker training for Aboriginal Communities,  

11-23 February 1980      213 
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Welfare branch - training allowances, Jan 1971- 

Jul 1971        214 

Welfare branch - settlement job descriptions, ca ? 215 

Youth Needs Survey - part 4, Aboriginal  

communities, ca ?      216 

vi Property, stocks and accounts 

Department of Aboriginal Affairs - N.T Division.  

Explanatory notes: estimates of Revenue and  

Expenditure 1973-74      217 

 

Farm stocks and equipment records,  

Jun 1963-Sep 1966      218 

Milikapiti Council - invoices and cheque remittance  

advice, ca 1978-1980      219 

Milikapiti Council - payment advice, deposit slips  

and correspondence, ca 1978-1979   220  

Hill requisitions, Jul 1968-Mar 1969   221 

MS BOX 1602/19 

Register of stamps - Snake Bay,  

Aug 1958 -May 1959      222 

Stock sheets, Mar 1976-Dec 1977    223 

Time book - wages register, Dec. 1978-Jun 1979 224 

Unclaimed wages list, Jul 1969-Aug 1975  225 

vii  Radio 

Radio message forms and welfare schedule,  

Aug 1963-Nov 1964      226 

Radio traffic, Feb 1960-Sep 1960    227 

Radio traffic, Oct 1960-Mar 1961    228 

viii Incidentals 

Groote Eylandt - reports on Tasman district  

Umbakumba Welfare Settlement and Angurugu  

Mission ca 1969 ?      229 

Papua New Guinea (Staffing Assistance) Act 1973,  

No.70 of 1973       230 
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Welfare - constitution of the Australian Institute  

of Welfare Officers, Oct. 1972    231 

Welfare in Australia (Australian Institute of  

Welfare Officers, Vol.1, No.4, Mar 1973   232 

ix Maps and Plans, held in the Map Collection (MT4 MS 1602/3-7) 

Milikapiti (Snake Bay Settlement) - new water  

reticulation, Jul 1975      (3) 

Proposed two-bedroom residence for Milikapiti  

Housing Association, n.d.     (4) 

Roper River - Settlement hospital, ca 1972  (5) 

Snake Bay Development Plan, Dec 1969-Sep 1970 (6) 

Snake Bay Town Plan, Apr 1967    (7) 

II Papers of associated organizations and undertakings, 1960-1975 

A. Commonwealth Bank, 1962-1967 

Daily statements of business, Nov 1962-Jul 1967 233-243 

BOX MS 1602/20 

B. Snake Bay Cooperative Trading Society Ltd., ca 1960-1973 

Accounts, Jan 1970-May1973    244 

Accounts for payment, Dec 1965-May 1966  245 

Auditors file, May 1963-Mar 1966   246 

Book-keeping - record of purchases  

(Snake Bay Coop.)? Jul 1963-Jun1965   247 

Children's clothes order - correspondence,  

May 1966       248 

Connellan 's Airways, Dec 1964-Feb 1966  249 

Correspondence Pt.l, Nov 1960-Mar 1966;  

Pt.2, Jan 1966-Apr 1966     250-251 

Correspondence and accounts, Jul 1966-May 1970 252 

Correspondence - orders and delivery,  

Jan 1964-Apr 1966      253 

Financial statements for year ended 30 June, 1969,  

ca 1968-1969       254 

Minutes and internal business, Dec 1964-Mar 1965 255 
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Minutes of meeting to 28 Jul 1964,  

Jan 1963-Jul 1964      256 

Office equipment - including stationery,  

Dec 1965-Feb 1966      257 

* Pub Accounts, ca 1968     258 

* Pub Accounts (wet canteen accounts),  

Dec 1968-Nov 1969      259 

Rules and regulations of the Snake Bay Cooperative  

Society Ltd., ca 1960's      260 

Share book, no date      261 

BOX MS 1602/21 

Statutory returns and Registrar's correspondence,  

Mar 1963-Mar 1966      262 

Stock order book No." 1 - Shop record beginning  

30 November, 1965, Nov 1965-Mar 1966   263 

Stock and trading - part 4, Nov 1965-May 1967  264 

C. The Little “S” Store, 1970-1973 

Accounts, invoices and correspondence to/from  

Lawrence and Hanson, ca 1970-1973    265 

Accounts, invoices and correspondence to/from  

V.B. Perkins and Co., Dec 1971-May 1973   266 

Accounts, invoices and· correspondence to/from  

J.F. Trim and Co., Jan 1972-Jun 1973    267 

Cheque book - completed, May 1972-Nov 1972  268 

Cheque book - partially completed, Jan 1971-Mar 1971 269 

Correspondence - store No.2, Feb 1972-Apr 1972   270 

Correspondence - store No. 5, Jul 1972-Aug 1972   271 

Record, of sales, Jul 1971-May 1972    272 

BOX MS 1602/22 

Statement of wages, Jul 1971-Mar 1973    273 

Wages - book I 1970, Jul 1970-Jun 1971   274 
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