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ACCESS 

Availability of copies 
 
Listening copies are available. Contact AIATSIS to arrange an appointment to listen to the recordings 
or to order copies.  

Restrictions on listening 
 
This collection is restricted and may only be listened to by those who have obtained written 
permission  from the relevant Indigenous individual, family or community. Refer to audition sheets 
below for more details.  

Restrictions on use  
 
This collection is restricted and may only be copied by those who have obtained written permission 
from the relevant Indigenous individual, family or community. Refer to audition sheets below for 
more details. Permission must be sought from the relevant Indigenous individual, family or 
community for any publication or quotation of this material. Any publication or quotation must be 
consistent with the Copyright Act (1968).  
 

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

Date:  1968 
 

Extent: 2 sound tape reels (2 hr.) : analogue, 7 1/2 ips, mono. 

Production history 
 
These recordings were collected in 1968 by P. C. Griffin during fieldwork at Yarrabah, Queensland.  
The purpose of the field trip was to research songs, stories and language of the Yidiny and Gungay 
peoples of that area.  Interviewees and performers include Richard Hyde, Hilary Harris and Wilfred 
Harris. The collection was deposited at the Australian Institute of Aboriginal Studies on 21 April 1971. 
 

RELATED MATERIAL 
Important: before you click on any links in this section, please read our sensitivity message.  
 
Reference to this material is held in the AIATSIS Library, see PMS 689.  For a complete listing of 
related material held by AIATSIS, consult the Institute's Mura® online catalogue at 
http://mura.aiatsis.gov.au.    
 

ARCHIVIST'S NOTE  
 
This finding aid was compiled from information contained in documentation provided by P. C. 
Griffin and audition sheets prepared by AIATSIS staff.   

http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/index.html
http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/collections/muraread.html
http://catalogue.aiatsis.gov.au/client/en_AU/external/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:312255/one?qu=PMS+689&te=ILS
http://mura.aiatsis.gov.au/
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ITEM LIST  

Archive 
number 

Field 
recording  
number 

Description 
 

001576 Field tape 1 Songs performed and some language elicitation in Gungay and 
narratives in English with Hilary Harris and Wilfred Harris 

001577 Field tape 2 Songs, language elicitation and conversation in Yidiny and 
English with Richard Hyde, Hilary Harris and Wilfred Harris 
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ITEM DESCRIPTIONS 
 

001576/Field tape 1 

 
Performer/speaker(s): Hilary Harris, Wilfred Harris 

Subject keywords: Stories and motifs - Cultural heroes, Music - Vocal - Solo – Male, Music - 
Instruments - Percussion - Paired boomerangs, Language - Linguistics - 
Language elicitation, Stories and motifs – Birds, Stories and motifs - Climate 
and weather, Language - Vocabulary - Place names, Stories and motifs - Flood 

Language/people: Gungay people, Gungay language 
Places: Yarrabah / Cape Grafton (NE Qld SE55-02) 
Recording quality: Fair  
 
Archive item 
number 

Timing 
point 

Description Date Place  

GRIFFIN_P01-
001576 

00:00:00 Story about Damari (a Gungay 
hero) related by Wilfred Harris. 

1968 Yarrabah, Qld 

 00:02:10 Songs performed in Gungay, 
including Rainbow Dance songs, 
and explained in English, with some 
language translated by Wilfred 
Harris. 

  

 00:09:16 Songs performed in Gungay, 
including songs about Damari and a 
Cyclone, and explained in English, 
with some language translated by 
Hilary and Wilfred Harris. 

  

 00:25:45 Songs performed in Gungay, 
include songs about a White 
Cockatoo and explained in English, 
with some language translated by 
Wilfred Harris. 

  

 00:48:05 Wilfred and Hilary Harris speak of 
sites around Yarrabah. 

  

 00:56:30 Wilfred Harris speaks of a flood 
through Yarrabah. 

  

 01:04:02 End of field tape 1 and end of 
GRIFFIN_P01-001576. 

  

 
RETURN TO ITEM LIST 
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001577/Field tape 2 

 
Performer/speaker(s): Richard Hyde, Hilary Harris, Wilfred Harris 

Subject keywords: Language - Vocabulary - Animal names, Stories and motifs – Birds, Language - 
Linguistics - Language elicitation - Discussion / Conversation, Stories and 
motifs – Sharks, Stories and motifs - Rainbow serpent, History - Oral history 

Language/people: Yidiny / Yidindji 
Places: Yarrabah / Cape Grafton (NE Qld SE55-02) 
Recording quality: Fair  

Notes: Restricted – personal material 
 
Archive item 
number 

Timing 
point 

Description Date Place  

GRIFFIN_P01-
001577 

00:00:00 Yidiny elicitation of animal names 
with Richard Hyde and Hilary and 
Wilfred Harris. 

1968 Yarrabah, Qld 

 00:07:40 Songs and stories about the Fire 
Bird, the White Cockatoo, the Black 
Cockatoo and the Cassowary with 
Richard Hyde and Hilary and 
Wilfred Harris. 

  

 00:24:00 Story of the Two Sisters and 
discussion of the Shark, initiation 
and Rainbow with Richard Hyde 
and Hilary and Wilfred Harris. 

  

 00:47:38 Conversation in Yidiny and its 
explanation in English with Richard 
Hyde and Hilary and Wilfred 
Harris. 

  

 00:53:30 Language elicitation in Yidiny with 
Richard Hyde and Hilary and 
Wilfred Harris. 

  

 00:58:50 End of field tape 2 and end of 
GRIFFIN_P01-001577. 

  

 
RETURN TO ITEM LIST 
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