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ACCESS
Availability of copies

Listening copies are available. Contact the AIATSIS Audiovisual Access Unit by completing an online
enquiry form or phone (02) 6261 4212 to arrange an appointment to listen to the recordings or to
order copies.

Restrictions on listening

This collection is open for listening. BAXTER_T01-024819 contains content that may be distressing
or offensive to some listeners.

Restrictions on use

Copies of this collection may be made for private research. Permission must be sought from the
relevant Indigenous indivdual(s), their community(ies) and/or other funding organisations who may
have rights in this material. Any publication or quotation must be consistent with the Copyright Act,
(1968).

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

Date: 1987

Extent: 12 audiocassettes (approximately 60 minutes each), 2 audiocassettes (approximately
90 minutes each)

Production history

These recordings were collected by Tom Baxter during August and September 1987 along the
Canning Stock Route in Western Australia. Recordings were made either along the Stock Route at
various water locations or in Fitzroy Crossing. The purpose of the recordings was to document stories
of pre-contact and first contact between the Aboriginal speakers and non-Indigenous settlers. The
recordings were made during the first return to traditional country after migration to cattle country.
Stories centre upon water locations, especially the wells, along the Canning Stock Route. The
recordings are in a combination of Aboriginal English, Gooniyandi, Walmajarri and Wangkajunga.
Speakers include: Blind Billy, Georgie Short, Andy Campbell, Wylie Jindabee, Edith, Emily Forrest
(Mirantawu), Wombat Williams, Charlie Nunjan, Jimmy James (Wirrali), Peter Goodigee (Kurtiji),
Chum Lee, Alex Rogers, Moira George, David Downs, Freddy Purti and unidentified male and female
speakers. This collection was deposited with ATATSIS in 2004 by Tom Baxter.

RELATED MATERIAL

For a complete listing of related material held by AIATSIS, consult our online catalogue, Mura®.

ARCHIVIST'S NOTE

Field tapes are not listed in chronological or geographical order. Field tape numbers were assigned by
AIATSIS staff. This finding aid was compiled from information provided by Tom Baxter and audition
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sheets prepared by AIATSIS staff.

Timing points may be slightly out depending on the technologies and procedures in place at the time
the recordings were auditioned.
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ITEM LIST

Archive Field Description
number recording
number

024800 FT1 Oral history, life story recording, singing and conversation with

024801 Blind Billy in Wankajunga

024802 FT2 Oral history, life story recording and conversation with Blind

024803 Billy in Wankajunga

024804 FT3 Oral history, life story recording and conversation with Georgic

024805 Short, Andy Campbell, Willy Jindabee and Edith in Wankajunga
and Aboriginal English

0248006 FT4 Oral history, life story recording and conversation with Wylie

024807 Jindabee, Emily Forrest (Mirantawu) and an unidentified male
speaker in Wankajunga, Gooniyandi and Aboriginal English

024808 FT5 Oral history, life story recording and conversation with Wylie

024809 Jindabee in Wankajunga and Aboriginal English

024810 FT 6 Oral history, life story recording and conversation with Wombat

024811 Williams, Charlie Nunjan, Jimmy James (Wirrali) in Wankajunga
Walmajarri and Aboriginal English

024812 FT7 Oral history, life story recording and conversation with Petet

024813 Goodigee, Charlie Nunjan and unidentified speakers in
Wankajunga and Aboriginal English

024814 FT8 Oral history, life story recording and conversation with Chum

024815 Lee, Jimmy James (Wirrali) and unidentified speakers in
Wankajunga and Aboriginal English

024816 FT9 Oral history, life story recording and conversation with Wylie

024817 Jindabee and unidentified speakers in Wankajunga and
Aboriginal English

024818 FT 10 Oral history, life story recording and conversation with Alex

024819 Rogers in Walmajarri and Aboriginal English

024820 FT 11 Oral history, life story recording and conversation with Moira

024821 George in Wankajunga

024822 FT 12 Oral history, life story recording and conversation with David
Downs in Walmajarri and Aboriginal English

024823 FT13 Oral history, life story recording and conversation with Jimmy
James (Wirrali), Freddy Purti, Charlie Nunjan and unidentified
speakers in Walmajarri and Aboriginal English

024824 FT 14 Oral history, life story recording and conversation with Blind

024825 Billy and unidentified speakers in Wankajunga and Aborigina

English
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ITEM DESCRIPTIONS

FT 1
Performer/speaker(s): | Blind Billy
Subject keywords: History - Oral history, Language - Linguistics - Language elicitation -
Discussion / Conversation
Language/people: Wangkajunga / Wangkatjungka language, Walmajarri / Walmatjarti language,
Aboriginal English
Places: Canning Stock Route (WA SF51, SG51)
Recording quality: Good
Archive item Timing  Description Date Place
number point
BAXTER_TO01- 00:00:00  Tom Baxter (IB) recording oral 12 Salty Trough
024300 history and life stories with Blind September Canning Stock
Billy (BB) in Wangkajunga and 1987 Route
Aboriginal English WA
00:12:35 BB sings and the recording
continues with discussion of the
songs in Wangkajunga
00:31:02  End of Side A of FT' 1 and end of
BAXTER_T01-028400
BAXTER_TO01- 00:00:00  Recording continues from 12 Salty Trough
024801 BAXTER_T01-028400 with Blind ~ September Canning Stock
Billy in conversation with Tom 1987 Route
Baxter in Wangkajunga WA
00:30:27  End of FT 1 and end of
BAXTER_T01-024801. Recording
continues on the following FT
(BAXTER_T01-024802)
RETURN TO ITEM LIST
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FT 2

ITEM DESCRIPTIONS

Performer/speaker(s): | Blind Billy

Subject keywords: History - Oral history, Language - Linguistics - Language elicitation -
Discussion / Conversation
Language/people: Wangkajunga / Wangkatjungka language, Walmajarri / Walmatjarti language,
Aboriginal English
Places: Canning Stock Route (WA SF51, SG51)
Recording quality: Good
Archive item Timing  Description Date Place
number point
BAXTER_TO01- 00:00:00  Tom Baxter (IB) recording oral 12 Salty Trough
024802 history and life stories with Blind September Canning Stock
Billy (BB) in Wangkajunga and 1987 Route
Aboriginal English Continuing from WA
the previous FT.
00:31:02  End of Side A of FT 2 and end of
BAXTER_T01-024802. Recording
continues on SIDE B of FT 2
BAXTER_TO01- 00:00:00  Tom Baxter (IB) recording oral 12 Salty Trough
024303 history and life stories with Blind September Canning Stock
Billy (BB) in Wangkajunga and 1987 Route
Aboriginal English. Continuing WA
from BAXTER_T01-024802
00:15:47  TB asks BB if he knows the “olden
days man”. Recording continues in
Wangkajunga
00:15:58  End of FT 2 and end of
BAXTER_T01-024803.
RETURN TO ITEM LIST
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ITEM DESCRIPTIONS

FT 3
Performer/speaker(s): | Georgie Short, Andy Campbell, Wylie Jindabee, Edith, Unidentified speakers
Personal subject(s): | Wally Norman, Chum Lee, Jeffrey Norman, Blind Billy, Bluey Thomas
Subject keywords: History - Oral history, Language - Linguistics - Language elicitation -
Discussion / Conversation, Occupations - Pastoral industry workers - Drovers
/ Stockmen, Settlement and contacts — Settlers, Defence - World War 11
Language/people: Wangkajunga / Wangkatjungka language, Walmajatri / Walmatjarri language,
Aboriginal English
Places: Canning Stock Route (WA SF51, SG51), Sandfire (WA SE51-13)
Recording quality: Good
Archive item  Timing  Description Date Place
number point
BAXTER_TO01- 00:00:00  Tom Baxter (IB) recording oral 1987 150 kms past
024804 history and conversation with Sandfire
Georgie Short, Andy Campbell Canning Stock
150km past Sandfire on the Route
Canning Stock Route in Western WA

Australia. Conversation about early
life, seeing white people for the first
time, drovers and stock men. Talks
about growing up on Carnegie
Station.

00:13:00  Conversation about Wally Norman

and Chum Lee. Conversation about
trains and trucks that used to pass
through the area.

00:19:15  Talks about the war era.

00:21:40 Conversation about stock men in

the town running off with girls and
the women hiding off in the bush.

00:27:40 Conversation about alcohol and

going to gaol.

00:33:10  Conversation about paying people

for their stories. Conversation about
Cowal Creek, Bullock Well,
Carnegie and other wells

00:37:45  Story about a horse that wandered

away from Carnegie Station with a
bell on it. Talks about rounding up
horses and spearing and eating them
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Archive item
number

Timing
point

Description Date Place

BAXTER_TO1-
024805

00:41:48

00:00:00

00:05:10

00:45:29

and not getting in trouble because
no one knew it was them.

End of Side A of FT 3 and end of
BAXTER_T01-024804. Recording
continues on the following FT.

Continuing from side A of FT3. 1987 150 kms past
Georgie Short and Andy Campbell Sandfire
talk about their country in Canning Stock
Wangkajunga and Aboriginal Route
English. Mentions Blind Billy and WA
Bluey Thomas.

Arranging time and payment for the
next time to record. Arguments
about who is speaking.
Conversation continues with
multiple unidentified speakers

End of FT 3 and end of
BAXTER_T01-024805. Recording
continues on the following FT.

RETURN TO ITEM LIST
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FT 4

ITEM DESCRIPTIONS

Performer/speaker(s): | Wylie Jindabee, Emily Forrest (Mirantawu), unidentified male speaker

Personal subject(s): | Wally Dowling, Big John, Alfred Canning, Sonny (Sunny?), Tommy, Wanda,
Walla, Mal Brown

Subject keywords: History - Oral history, Language - Linguistics - Language elicitation -
Discussion / Conversation

Language/people: Wangkajunga / Wangkatjungka language, Walmajatri / Walmatjarri language,
Aboriginal English

Places: Canning Stock Route (WA SF51, SG51), Sandfire (WA SE51-13)

Recording quality: Good

Archive item  Timing  Description Date Place
number point
BAXTER_TO01- 00:00:00  Tom Baxter (IB) recording life 1987 150 kms past
0248006 stories with Wylie Jindabee. Sandfire
Continuing from FT 3. Canning Stock
Route, WA
00:05:48  Recording with Emily Forrest
(Mirantawu) in Gooniyandi,
Walmajarri and Aboriginal English.
Conversation about eatly life.
Mentions Christmas Creek Station.
Mention of Wally Dowling and
Bohemia Jack.
00:23:10  Conversation about what they will
record tomorrow, plans to turn the
material into a book
00:25:30  End of Side A of FT and end of
BAXTER_T01-024806
BAXTER_TO01- 00:00:00  Unidentified male speaker recording 1987 150 kms past
024807 oral history and cultural Sandfire
conversations in Wangakjunga and Canning Stock
Aboriginal English Route, WA

00:14:04

00:17:40

Tom Baxter talks about a book he is
reading about the history of the
Canning Stock Route. Mentions
Sonny and Wally Dowling.

Unidentified male speaker talks
about Mal Brown who was the
manager of Wiluna. Talks about
cattle droving and working on the
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Archive item Timing  Description Date Place
number point

station.

00:28:20  Tom Baxter asks about the first
white man the unidentified speaker
ever saw. Mention of Wally
Dowling.

00:31:32  End of recording. End of FT 4 and
end of BAXTER_T01-024807.

RETURN TO ITEM LIST

Prepared October 2014 by EGW
Last updated 8 November 2016




ITEM DESCRIPTIONS

FT 5
Performer/speaker(s): | Wylie Jindabee
Subject keywords: History - Oral history, Language - Linguistics - Language elicitation -
Discussion / Conversation
Language/people: Wangkajunga / Wangkatjungka language, Walmajarri / Walmatjarti language,
Aboriginal English
Places: Canning Stock Route (WA SF51, SG51), Fitzroy Crossing (WA West
Kimberley SE51-12)
Recording quality: Good
Archive item Timing  Description Date Place
number point
BAXTER_TO01- 00:00:00  Tom Baxter recording life stories 14 August Fitzroy Crossing, WA
024808 with Wylie Jindabee in 1987
Wangkajunga. Recording about her
time as a burn woman in the Great
Sandy Desert
00:31:33  End of side A of FT5 and end of
BAXTER_T01-024808. Recording
continues on side B.
BAXTER_TO01- 00:00:00  Tom Baxter recording life stories 14 August Fitzroy Crossing, WA
024309 with Wylie Jindabee in 1987
Wangkajunga. Recording about her
time as a burn woman in the Great
Sandy Desert
00:27:09  End of side B of FT5 and end of
BAXTER_T01-024809. End of
recording.
RETURN TO ITEM LIST
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FT o6

ITEM DESCRIPTIONS

Performer/speaker(s): | Wombat Williams, Chatlie Nunjan, Jimmy James ( Wirrali)

Subject keywords: History - Oral history, Language - Linguistics - Language elicitation -
Discussion / Conversation
Language/people: Wangkajunga / Wangkatjungka language, Walmajarri / Walmatjarti language,
Aboriginal English

Places: Canning Stock Route (WA SF51, SG51)
Recording quality: Good
Archive item Timing  Description Date Place
number point
BAXTER_TO01- 00:00:00  Tom Baxter recording life stories 1987 Well 36, Canning
024810 with Wombat Williams in Stock Route, WA

Walmajarri about his country and

his friends.

00:18:19  Recording with Chatrlie Nunjan and
Jimmy James (Wirrali) about their
time as bush men.
00:31:07  End of side A of FT 6 and end of

BAXTER_T01-024810. Recording

continues on side B of FT 6.
BAXTER_TO01- 00:00:00  Tom Baxter recording life stories 1987 Well 36, Canning
024811 with Charlie Nunjan and Jimmy Stock Route, WA

James (Wirrali) in Wankajunga. J]
talks about his fathet's country and
about droving bullocks up the
Canning Stock Route

00:26:40  End of recording. End of FT 6 and
end of BAXTER_T01-024811

RETURN TO ITEM LIST
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ITEM DESCRIPTIONS

FT 7
Performer/speaker(s): | Peter Goodigee (Kurtiji), Charlie Nunjan and unidentified speakers
Personal subject(s): Sonny
Subject keywords: History - Oral history, Language - Linguistics - Language elicitation -
Discussion / Conversation, Settlement and contacts — Settlers, Defence -
World War IT
Language/people: Wangkajunga / Wangkatjungka language, Walmajarri / Walmatjarri language,
Aboriginal English
Places: Canning Stock Route (WA SF51, SG51)
Recording quality: Good
Archive item  Timing  Description Date Place
number point
BAXTER_TO01- 00:00:00  Peter Goodigee (PG) recording life 1987 Canning Stock
024812 stories and oral histry with Tom Route, WA
Baxter in Wangkajunga and
Aboriginal English. Conversation
about a massacre after World War
II. First contact story and
conversation about water holes
along the Canning Stock Route.
00:27:03  TB asks about the first time PG saw
a white man.
00:27:32  End of recording. End of Side A of
FT 7 and the end of
BAXTER_T01-024812
BAXTER_TO01- 00:00:00  Tom Baxter recording with Charlie 1987 Canning Stock
024813 Nunjan and unidentified speakers in Route, WA
Wankajunga.
00:23:51  End of recording. End of FT7 and
end of BAXTER_T01-024813
RETURN TO ITEM LIST

Prepared October 2014 by EGW
Last updated 8 November 2016




ITEM DESCRIPTIONS

FT 8
Performer/speaker(s): | Chum Lee, Jimmy James (Wirrali) and unidentified speakers
Subject keywords: History - Oral history, Language - Linguistics - Language elicitation -
Discussion / Conversation
Language/people: Wangkajunga / Wangkatjungka language, Walmajarri / Walmatjarti language,
Aboriginal English
Places: Canning Stock Route (WA SF51, SG51)
Recording quality: Good
Archive item Timing  Description Date Place
number point
BAXTER_TO01- 00:00:00  Tom Baxter recording in 1987 Canning Stock
024814 Wangkajuna with Chum Lee, Jimmy Route, WA
James (Wirrali) and other
unidentified speakers about alcohol
and droving.
00:31:13  End of side A of FT 8 and end of
BAXTER_T01-024814. Recording
continues onside B of FT 8
BAXTER_T01- 00:00:00  Tom Baxter recording with Chum 1987 Canning Stock
024815 Lee, Jimmy James (Wirrali) and Route, WA
other unidentified speakers about
droving.
00:31:33  End of side B of FT 8 and end of
BAXTER_T01-024815.
RETURN TO ITEM LIST
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ITEM DESCRIPTIONS

FT 9

Performer/speaker(s): | Wylie Jindabee, unidentified speakers, Peter Goodigee (Kurtiji),

Subject keywords: History - Oral history, Language - Linguistics - Language elicitation -
Discussion / Conversation

Language/people: Wangkajunga / Wangkatjungka language, Walmajarri / Walmatjarti language,
Aboriginal English

Places: Canning Stock Route (WA SF51, SG51)

Recording quality: Good

Archive item
number

Timing  Description
point

Date Place

BAXTER_TO1-
024816

BAXTER_TO1-
024817

00:00:00  Wylie Jindabee and unidentified
speakers recording life stories with
Tom Baxter in Wangkajunga

00:23:07  End of Recording. End of Side A of
FT 9 and end of BAXTER_T091-
024816

00:00:00  Tom Baxter, Charlie Nunjan and
Peter Goodigee recording life
stories in Wagkajunga, Walmajarri
and Aboriginal English

00:28:55 End of Side B of FT'9 and end of
BAXTER _T01-024817.
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ITEM DESCRIPTIONS

FT 10

Performer/speaker(s): | Alex Rogers,

Personal subject(s): | Burt Lawford, Lovatt, Bohemia Jack

Subject keywords: History - Oral history, Language - Linguistics - Language elicitation -
Discussion / Conversation, Settlement and contacts — Settlers, Law
enforcement - Police conduct and attitudes

Language/people: Wangkajunga / Wangkatjungka language, Walmajatri / Walmatjarri language,
Aboriginal English

Places: Canning Stock Route (WA SF51, SG51), Fitzroy Crossing (WA West
Kimberley SE51-12)

Recording quality: Good

Archive item  Timing  Description Date Place

number point

BAXTER_TO01- 00:00:00  Tom Baxter recording life stories,

024818

cultural conversation and oral
history with Alex Rodgers (AR) in
Aboriginal English.

00:14:52 AR talks about first encounters

such as seeing an airplane for the
first time

00:23:20 AR talks about the black-headed

python and not killing the snake on
his country. Talks about his early
life in Wiluna, Fitzroy Crossing and
Carnegie Station. Mentions Chum
Lee and his father.

BAXTER_TO01- 00:00:00  Tom Baxter recording life stories,

024819

cultural conversation and oral
history with Alex Rodgers in
Aboriginal English.

NOTE: THIS SEQUENCE
CONTAINS MATERIAL THAT
MAY DISTRESS OF OFFEND
SOME LISTENERS

00:05:00  Conversation about policemen,

brutality, assault, rape and murder.
Mentions of Burt Lawford and
Bohemia Jack and the Lawford
(Lovatt?) family.

00:14:15 AR tells story about two men and

two women.
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Archive item Timing  Description Date Place
number point

NOTE: THIS SEQUENCE
CONTAINS LANGUAGE AND
MATERIAL THAT MAY BE
DISTRESSING OR OFFENSIVE
TO SOME LISTENERS.

00:19:14 AR talks about Bohemia Jack (who
is his uncle). Conversation with TB
about drinking in Fitzroy Crossing
and being careful around the local
police.

00:28:39  End of Side B of FT 10 and end of
BAXTER_T01-024819. End of
recording.

RETURN TO ITEM LIST
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FT 11

ITEM DESCRIPTIONS

Performet/speaker(s): | Moira George

Subject keywords: History - Oral history, Language - Linguistics - Language elicitation -
Discussion / Conversation

Language/people: Wangkajunga / Wangkatjungka language, Walmajarri / Walmatjarri language,
Aboriginal English

Places: Canning Stock Route (WA SF51, SG51), Fitzroy Crossing (WA West
Kimberley SE51-12)

Recording quality: Good

Archive item Timing  Description Date Place

number point

BAXTER_TO1- 00:00:00  Moira George records in 25 The Old Post Office

024820 Wangkajunga life stories, names for September Fitzroy Crossing
local places. 1987 Canning Stock

00:30:35

BAXTER_TO01- 00:00:00
024821

00:24:39

Route, WA
End of Side A of FT 11 and end of
BAXTER_T01-024820. Recording
continues on side B.
Moira George records in 25 The Old Post Office
Wangkajunga about her country. September Fitzroy Crossing
1987 Canning Stock
Route, WA
End of side B of FT 11, end of
BAXTER_T01-024821. End of
recording.
RETURN TO ITEM LIST
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FT 12

ITEM DESCRIPTIONS

Performer/speaker(s): | David Downs

Personal subject(s): | Ben Taylor
Subject keywords: History - Oral history, Language - Linguistics - Language elicitation -
Discussion / Conversation, Occupations - Pastoral industry workers - Drovers
/ Stockmen
Language/people: Wangkajunga / Wangkatjungka language, Walmajarri / Walmatjarri language,
Aboriginal English
Places: Canning Stock Route (WA SF51, SG51), Fitzroy Crossing (WA West
Kimberley SE51-12)
Recording quality: Good
Archive item Timing  Description Date Place
number point
BAXTER_T01- 00:00:00  David Downs recording with Tom August Fitzroy Crossing
024822 Baxter about learning to be a stock 1987 Canning Stock
man with Ben Taylor at Lamboo. Route, WA
Tells story about injuring himself
learning to ride a horse without a
saddle.
00:04:50  Names the wells along the Canning
Stock Route and talks about his
country and his fathet's country.
Mentions wells 9, 10 and 11 and
Carnegie Station.
00:16:56  End of side A of FT 12 and end of
BAXTER_T01-024822. End of
recording.
RETURN TO ITEM LIST
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ITEM DESCRIPTIONS
FT 13

Performer/speaker(s): | Jimmy James (wirrali), Freddy Purti, Charlie Nunjan, unidentified male
speakers

Subject keywords: History - Oral history, Language - Linguistics - Language elicitation -
Discussion / Conversation

Language/people: Wangkajunga / Wangkatjungka language, Walmajarri / Walmatjarti language,
Aboriginal English

Places: Canning Stock Route (WA SF51, SG51)

Recording quality: Fair

Archive item Timing  Description Date Place
number point

BAXTER_TO01- 00:00:00  Tom Baxter records general 1987 Canning Stock
024823 conversation between Jimmy James Route, WA

(Wirrali), Freddy Purti, Charlie
Nunjan and unidentified male
speakers in Walmajarri

00:02:59  Freddy Purti talks in Aboriginal
English about names for seeds and
their preparation. Also talks about
his journey from the desert to the
station.

00:06:41  Conversation in Walmajarri about
bush foods with Charlie Nunjan.
General conversation with
unidentified speakers.

00:08:15 Men singing interspersed with

conversation.

00:11:39  End of recording. End of FT 13
and end of BAXTER_T01-024823.

RETURN TO ITEM LIST
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FT 14

ITEM DESCRIPTIONS

Performer/speaker(s):

Blind Billy, unidentified female speaker

Personal subject(s):

Sonny

Subject keywords: History - Oral history, Language - Linguistics - Language elicitation -
Discussion / Conversation
Language/people: Wangkajunga / Wangkatjungka language, Walmajarri / Walmatjarri language,
Aboriginal English
Places: Canning Stock Route (WA SF51, SG51), Fitzroy Crossing (WA West
Kimberley SE51-12), Waddawalla / Well 40 (Great Sandy Desert WA SF51-
08)
Recording quality: Good
Archive item Timing  Description Date Place
number point
BAXTER_TO01- 00:00:00  Blind Billy recording with Tom 14 August Stumpy Brown's
024824 Baxter in Wangkajunga about his 1987 House, Fitzroy
early life and his country around Crossing, WA
well 40.
00:03:48  Unidentified female speaker joins
conversation and talks about her
country
00:05:11  TB talks about a book he is reading
and his plans to return to the
Canning Stock Route
00:10:47  Blind Billy talks about when he was
young and had his eyesight and
other stories in Wangkajunga.
00:45:25  End of side A of FT 14 and end of

BAXTER_TO01- 00:00:00

024825

00:04:53
00:08:14

BAXTER_T01-024824. Recording
continues on side B.

Blind Billy recording with Tom
Baxter in Wangkajunga about his

life.
Coughing and dogs fighting loudly.
End of FT 14, end of

BAXTER_T01-024825, end of
recording and end of collection.

RETURN TO ITEM LIST
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