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Notes

We list here sources for all quotations for which the date of the entry is not provided in the text
of The Root of Roots. References cited in these notes (e.g., "Trouillot 2002") are listed in full at
the bottom of the document.

The diaries that Melville Herskovits kept while in Suriname are relatively detailed and persondl;
his ethnographic notes are often included in them, though he aso kept some separate notebooks
with interview data. Frances Herskovits kept diaries with personal comments only for the
beginning of the 1928 summer. Her written materials, which far outweigh those of her husband,
are dominated by folktale and other transcriptions in Sranan-tongo but also include ethnographic
notes, some from Saramaka but most from her research with Creoles in Paramaribo.

Abbreviations:

FSH D = Frances Herskovits' diaries, Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture, New
York Public Library, Méelville J. and Frances S. Herskovits Papers.

MJH D = Melville Herskovits diaries, Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture, New



York Public Library, Méelville J. and Frances S. Herskovits Papers.

MJH N = Melville Herskovits fieldnotes, Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture, New
York Public Library, Méelville J. and Frances S. Herskovits Papers.

RD = Rebel Destiny (M. J. & F. S. Herskovits 1934).

All correspondence, unless otherwise attributed, is from the Melville J. Herskovits Papers,
Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois.
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"I think we will work according to your suggestions'... MJH to Kahn, letter of 2/1/28.
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"We walked to the store" ... MJH D 6/27/28.
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"[In the Suriname interior] the use of informants” ... M. J. Herskovits 1950[1966] :63.
"It's an ethnological gold-mine here" ... MJH D 7/25/28, 7/28/28.

"From the point of view of ethnographic field method" ... MJH 1929/30:397-398.
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RD:xii-xiii.
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"romantic relativism” ... Jackson 1986:121.
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"He knows the culture” ... MJH to Reverend Burkhardt, letter of 10/1/28.
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"there was a Catholic priest” ... MJH D 7/24/28.

"It isasort of ethnological Paradise” ... MJH to Kahn, letter of 12/6/27.

"The two new boils that developed wereripening” ... MJH D 8/1/28.

"the thrill of my life" ... MJH D 7/10/28.

"If | could take agood piano” ... FSH D 7/24/28.

"And Walter Jackson describes FSH" ... Jackson 1986:99-100.

"It will be nearly impossible to study Bush negroes’ ... Van Panhuys to MJH, letter of

4/287/28.

"I woke up about 8 o'clock” ... MJH D 7/12/29.

"I got up feeling wretched" ... MJH D 8/17/29.

"Up feeling rather tired" ... MJH D 7/13/29.

"| took some castor oil" ... MJH D 7/14/29.

"Stood at the window" ... FSH D 7/24/28.

"Negroes, negroes—scarcely ever awhite face" ... MJH D 6/27/28.
"[Kahn] must be good and lonesome by now" ... MJH D 7/19/28.
"aloneintheinterior" ... MJH D 8/2/29.

"got agood scare” ... MJH D 7/26/28.

"We sat and talked until half-past ten" ... MJH D 7/26/28.

"much African hallooing" ... MJH D 7/26/29.
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"If they're afraid of what we learned” ... MJH D 8/2/29.

"childish or kiddish attitude" ... Kahn to MJH, letter of 11/27/28.

"plans for presentation of the material"... MJH D 7/17/28.

"l am increasingly confident ... and more." ... MJH D 7/8/28, 7/28/28, 8/2/28.

"I haven't seen much ... but wasn't very successful.” ... MJH D 7/27/29, 7/28/29, 7/30/29,

8/1/29.

"confident when he was in full control” ... Simpson 1973:7.
"abouncing, cheerful, unguenchable extrovert” ... Mead cited in Simpson 1973:3.
"tended to be more concerned" ... Simpson 1973:7.

"We were away by 7" ... MJH D 7/26/29.

"I suppose we camethru al right" ... MJH D 7/27/29.

"In the evening we sat” ... MJH D 7/28/29.

"| showed African pictures' ... MJH D 7/29/29.

"Fann made it plain” ... MJH D 7/30/29.

"We went to A Kissi amau” ... MJH D 7/31/29.

"Grrr!, what aday." ... MJH D 8/1/29.

"A worse day—and an anxious one" ... MJH D 8/2/29.

"We're aonein theinterior" ... MJH D 8/2/29.

"Again an anxious day" ... MJH D 8/3/29.

"putting on hiswhite hat" ... MJH D 8/4/29.

"Two days downriver" ... MJH D 8/5/29.

"both imagine that most of the people” ... MJH D 8/10/29.

"I'm sure if they knew" ... MJH D 8/3/29.

"I am hoping" ... MJH to van Panhuys, letter of 5/28/29.

"I don't know how many kilos" ... MJH D 7/28/29.

"the clipped, rapid 'deep-Saramacca speech ... informally to one another" ... RD:271.
"When the Bush Negroes converse with outsiders' ... Kahn 1931:33-34.
"Asaresult we ate cold food" ... MJH D 8/1/29.

"wondered if hewasto be paid” ... MJH D 7/19/28.

"They're so damned round about” ... MJH D 7/19/28.

"Djukas appeared with their favorite phrase” ... MJH D 7/26/28.

"I went out and got ... and save me much." ... MJH D 8/3/28, 8/4/28.

71-72. "Lalani said ... | shall not pay" ... MJH D 7/20/29, 7/21/29, 7/22/29, 7/23/29, 7/25/29,
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8/2/29.

"we started, and talked" ... MJH D 8/3/29.

"MJH complained about Rogalli" ... MJH D 8/3/28.
"[Jacoba] has atendency"” ... MJH D 7/10/29.

"We won't have many more days' ... MJH D 7/23/29.

" Schloss and Jacoba made me furious'... MJH D 8/7/29.
"obvioudly very friendly" ... MJH D 7/26/29.

"We had avery unpleasant incident” ... MJH D 7/28/29.
"Wolff has been marvellous' ... MJH D 7/29/29.

"We're herefor 9 or 10 days' ... MJH D 7/30/29.
"When we found Jacoba’ ... MJH D 8/1/29.

"| was about to test the [wax-cylinder] reproducer” ... MJH D 8/2/29.



77. "From the family plots" ... Trouillot 2002:191.

77. "the miracle of creolization" ... Trouillot 2002:189.

78. "essentially [to] findings of field research” ... M. J. Herskovits 1941:15. One source for
MJH's ideas, sometimes claimed by Brazilians, now seems unlikely. Though Gilberto
Freyre worked on an M.A. (not a Ph.D.) at Columbiain 1920 and 1921, it appears he and
MJH never met during the period, nor did Boas remember, not long after that time, ever
having met Freyre (despite being much-praised and thanked by him in print). We are
grateful to Olivia Maria Gomes da Cunhafor this information.

78. "Some younger, 'postcolonia’ scholars' ... See, for example, Scott 1991, 1999.

79. "Africa-centrists' ... See, for example, Lovejoy 1997.

79. "creation theorists' ... See, for example, Alleyne 1988:23.

81. "Suzanne Blier'sanalysis’ ... Blier 1989.

82. "the classic period of Anthropology” ... Stocking 1992:357.

84. "The career of Ruth Landes" ... See, for example, Cole 1995 and subsequent writings. (See
also Gomes da Cunhan.d.)

84. "Her reward for abook" ... J. Lorand Matory adds to the list of sins for which Herskovits (and
his Brazilian colleague Arthur Ramos) punished her the fact that she revealed to a North
American public (the open secret of) "passive" mae homosexuality in the Candomblé
priesthood (2004).

85. "any given culture" ... Herskovits 1925b:60.

85. MJH's hand-drawn map is in the Schomburg collection, box 7, folder 27.

85. "We hopeto be" ... MJH to Wolff, letter of 1/13/31.

86. "Robert Farris Thompson's Flash of the Spirit" ... see S. Price 2004.

86. "no one hereafter writing"... Du Bois review of MJH's Myth, cited in Jackson 1986:120.

86. "Itisdifficult to imagine"... Mintz 1990:xviii.

87. "Fandya continued to urge our staying” ... RD:90.

References Cited

Alleyne, Mervyn C. 1988. Roots of Jamaican Culture. London: Pluto Press.

Blier, Suzanne Preston. 1989. "Field Days: Melville J. Herskovitsin Dahomey." History in
Africa 16:1-22.

Cole, Sally. 1995. "Ruth Landes and the Early Ethnography of Race and Gender." In Ruth Behar
and Deborah A. Gordon (eds.), Women Writing Culture. Berkeley, University of
California Press, pp. 166-185.

Gomes da Cunha, OliviaMaria. n.d. "Gaining Intimacy: The Brazilian Racia Landscape and
National Imagination in the U.S. South, 1937-1945." In George Y udice (ed.), Theory of
the Americas. (forthcoming)

Herskovits, Frances S. 1966. "Introduction.” In Frances S. Herskovits (ed.), The New World
Negro, Bloomington, Indiana University Press, pp. vii-Xi.

Herskovits, Melville J. 1925a. "The Negro's Americanism.” In Alain Locke (ed.), The New
Negro, New Y ork, Charles and Albert Boni, pp. 353-60.

Herskovits, Melville J. 1925b. "Social Pattern: A Methodological Study." Social Forces 4:57-69.

Herskovits, Melville J. 1929. "A Trip to 'Africa in the New World." Northwestern University



Alumni News 8(6):10-12.

Herskovits, Melville J. 1929/1930. "The Second Northwestern University Expedition for the
Study of the Suriname Bush-Negroes, 1929." De West-1ndische Gids 11:393-402.

Herskovits, Melville J. 1930a. "The Negro in the New World: The Statement of a Problem."
American Anthropologist 32:145-155.

Herskovits, Melville J. 1930b. "The Social Organization of the Bush-Negroes of Suriname.”
Proceedings of the International Congress of Americanists 23:713-727.

Herskovits, Melville J. 1941. The Myth of the Negro Past. New Y ork: Harper & Brothers.

Herskovits, Melville J. 1950. "The Hypothetical Situation: A Technique of Field Research.”
Southwestern Journal of Anthropology 6:32-40. (Reprinted in Frances S. Herskovits
[ed.], The New World Negro, Bloomington, Indiana University Press, 1966, pp. 62-71.)

Herskovits, Melville J. & Frances S. Herskovits. 1930. "Bush Negro Art." The Arts 17(51):25-37.
(Reprinted in F. S. Herskovits[ed.], The New World Negro, Bloomington, Indiana
University Press, 1966, pp. 157-167.)

Herskovits, Méelville J. & Frances S. Herskovits. 1934. Rebel Destiny: Among the Bush Negroes
of Dutch Guiana. New Y ork: McGraw-Hill.

Herskovits, Melville J. & Frances S. Herskovits. 1936. Suriname Folk-lore. Columbia University
Publications in Anthropology 27. New Y ork: Columbia University Press.

Jackson, Walter. 1986. "Melville Herskovits and the Search for Afro-American Culture.” In
George W. Stocking, Jr. (ed.), Malinowski, Rivers, Benedict and Others. Essays on
Culture and Personality, History of Anthropology 4, Madison, University of Wisconsin
Press, pp. 95-126.

Kahn, Morton C. 1931. Djuka: The Bush Negroes of Dutch Guiana. New Y ork: Viking.

Lovejoy, Paul E. 1997. "ldentifying Enslaved Africans: Methodological and Conceptual
Considerations in Studying the African Diaspora." Paper prepared for
UNESCO/SSHRCC Summer Institute, Y ork University.

Maurer, Bill. 2002. "Fact and Fetish in Creolization Studies: Herskovits and the Problem of
Induction, or, Guinea Coast, 1593." New West Indian Guide 76:5-22.

Matory, J. Lorand. 2004. Black Atlantic Religion: Tradition, Transnationalism and Matriarchy
in the Afro-Brazilian Candomblé. Princeton: Princeton University Press. (forthcoming)

Mintz, Sidney W. 1964. "Melville J. Herskovits and Caribbean Studies. A Retrospective
Tribute." Caribbean Sudies 4(2):42-51.

Mintz, Sidney W. 1990. "Introduction." In Melville J. Herskovits, 1941, The Myth of the Negro
Past, Boston, Beacon Press, pp. ix-xxi.

Mintz, Sidney W. & Richard Price. 1992. The Birth of African-American Culture. Boston:
Beacon Press.

Price, Richard. 2001. "The Miracle of Creolization: A Retrospective." New West Indian Guide
75:35-64.

Price, Sally. 2004. "Seaming Connections." In Kevin A. Y elvington (ed.), Afro-Atlantic
Dialogues: Anthropology in the Diaspora, Santa Fe NM, School of American Research.

Price, Thomas J. 1970. "Ethnohistory and Self-Image in Three New World Negro Societies.” In
Norman E. Whitten, Jr., and John F. Szwed (eds.), Afro-American Anthropology:
Contemporary Perspectives, New Y ork, The Free Press, pp. 63-73.

Schumann, C. L. 1778. " Saramaccanisch Deutsches Woérter-Buch." In Hugo Schuchardt, Die
Sprache der Saramakkaneger in Surinam. Verhandelingen der Koninklijke Akademie van



Wetenschappen te Amsterdam 14(6), 1914, Amsterdam, Johannes Miiller, pp. 46-116.

Scott, David. 1991. "That Event, This Memory: Notes on the Anthropology of African Diasporas
in the New World." Diaspora 1(3):261-284

Scott, David. 1999. Refashioning Futures: Criticism after Postcoloniality. Princeton: Princeton
University Press.

Simpson, George Eaton. 1973. Melville J. Herskovits. New Y ork: Columbia University Press.

Stocking, George W., Jr. 1992. The Ethnographer 's Magic and Other Essays in the History of
Anthropology. Madison: University of Wisconsin Press.

Trouillot, Michel-Rolph. 2002. "Culture on the Edges: Caribbean Creolization in Historical
Context." In Brian Keith Axel (ed.), Fromthe Margins: Historical Anthropology and its
Futures, Durham NC, Duke University Press, pp. 189-210.

Vandercook, John Womack. 1926. "Tom-Tom." New Y ork: Harper & Brothers.

Contact information for Richard and Sally Price: <www.richandsally.net>




