UN
_olunteers’

inspiration in action

UNV CHINA Newsletter

Issue 1 - December 2015

-

. '-“.3

.\. 5
!

N Front Cover: National Gbpgﬁphic (Accessed 01 bec\ 2015)
h p:ﬂtrgvel.nationalgeographic.com/travel/countri cbiqa-guide/

he & TN,
b " ™ A L]




I

inspiration in action

World Health

Ling Gao

IPRCC

Danxue Sheng

As of this printing: -
assignment, 3 are under recruitment.

their assignments in 2015.

D] P|

Organization Meng Liu

11 UNVs (names in bold) are currently on

15 UNVs (names in blue) have finished

RN
\ Y
L} i
==

UM Resident Coordinator's Office
Shuo Li

@UN [s5”
WOMEN

Yiwen Xia

——YUNNaN

Shengnan Wang

Ms. Eirene Chen
(USA)

Programme Officer

| feel very grateful when | can
make a positive difference in the
lives of others. Being able to con-
tribute to UNV and China’s unique
volunteering culture is invaluable.

Ms. Xiaodan Zhang
(China)

Programme Assistant

| am truly inspired by numerous
dedicated and dynamic UN Volun-
teers and by partnering with gov-
ernment agencies to foster great-
er social good in my country.

—a

Programme Specialist (UNV/UNDP) Communications Intern

Jun Meng

Shuangping Suo
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Yili Sun

Jiangxi

Sijia Liu
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Right now volunteering in
China has a lot of momen-
tum and potential ahead. |
am really excited to be in-
volved.

un-spIDER Shenrui Li

unicef &

Mengying Ren

Yue Han Aiwan Liao

Mr. Tom Bannister
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He Wang

Yiging Liu

Han Yang

Ruoqi Zhu
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Jianan Ye
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Ying Cao

Ms. Luye Bao
(China)

UN Volunteers give me good
models about how youth can
contribute to a better world
and inspire me to follow in
their steps in the future.
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A ZRYF, Da Jia Hao! Greetings from the UNV Team in China, and welcome to our latest newsletter!

Dear Colleagues, Fellow Volunteers and Friends,

We would like to thank you, our champions from throughout all parts of UNV, UNDP and fellow agencies in
the UN China Country Team, as well as our Chinese and international volunteerism partners from Government, civil
society and academia, for making 2015 a particularly special year in volunteering for all of us.

Thank you to each of our colleagues who have hosted a UN Volunteer.

And especially, thank you to each UN Volunteer who has served in China or from China during this past year.

Below are some reflections on some of our more outstanding moments from 2015—we could not have expe-
rienced them without your support. A special hats-off also goes to Ms. Luye Bao, UNV China Communications Intern,
for her efforts in designing this newsletter. Please enjoy.

All the best,
The UNV China Field Unit
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http://www.cn.undp.org/content/china/en/home/operations/united-nations-volunteers.html

UNV Field Unit China
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3 Chinese nationals are serving as

International UN Volunteer Special- _

ists in Kosovo (UNMIK), Thailand I
UNVs in other countries. UNMIK (UNHCR) and South Sudan (UNMISS). UNHCR
10 UN University Volunteers from

Chinese Serving

Since 1984, 100 Chinese
nationals have served as

China are serving in SE Asia.

UN Online

Volunteers

Mobile App
Designer

Since 2000, 2105 Chinese nation-

als have engaged in UN Online Graphic Designer

Volunteering opportunities. 30+

UN Online Volunteers throughout AR

Proofreader

the world are also remotely as-
sisting with projects for UN agen-
cies in Chinain 2015.

Translator

Sample OV Assignments
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2015 UNV-Beijing
International Volunteer Service Exchange Conference

On 12 October, the UN Volunteers Programme and
the Beijing Volunteer Federation launched the inaugu-
ral 2015 UNV-Beijing International Volunteer Service
Exchange Conference in Beijing. UN Volunteers Execu-
tive Coordinator Richard Dictus and UNDP China RR/RC
Alain Noudéhou introduced the event, along with a
host of dignitaries from China’s volunteerism commu-
nity. Guiding organisations for the Conference also in-
cluded the Beijing Municipal Government, the China
Volunteerism Service Federation and UNDP China.

The two-day Conference, co-organized by the UN
Volunteers programme and the Beijing Volunteer Fed-
eration, focused on international volunteering as a driv-
ing force to support international and South-South Co-
operation in the context of the Post-2015 UN Sustaina-
ble Development agenda.

It convened UN agencies, several bilateral volun-
teer-involving organisations, and government and civil
society representatives from nearly 20 middle-income
countries in Asia, Africa, Europe/CIS, the Middle East
and Latin America to exchange experiences and collab-
orative ways forward on international volunteer initia-

p

S olunteers

Delegates to the UNV-Beijing Conference came from 18 middle-income countries and
(Beijing Volunteer Federation/2015)

several UN agencies and leading VIOs.

tives for peace and development in the context of the
changing global development landscape and in support
of achieving the UN Agenda 2030 Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals.

During the event, many participants indicated the
desire for UNV to create more opportunities in the fu-
ture for sharing and collaboration among middle-
income countries that both receive and deploy devel-
opment assistance volunteers.

Many delegates also indicated that there could be
a thematic division of such opportunities, for example:
youth, reciprocal international volunteer exchanges,
volunteer management innovations, humanitarian vol-
unteering, and use of technology.

The October conference was a landmark event
that has opened up new space for future collaboration
on volunteering within and from the Global South, with
leading roles for UNV, China and allies from the global
volunteering-for-development community. A summary
Conference Report prepared by Volunteerism and
South-South Cooperation Programme Specialist Thom-
as Bannister is being shared with all participants.

UNV Executive Coordinator Richard Dictus
presents a Certificate of Appreciation to Mr
Xinbao Guo, Secretary-General of the Beijing
Volunteer Federation.  (UNV China/2015)

4

UNV Field Unit China

No.2 Liangmahe Nanlu, Beijing, China
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UNV Strategic Framework 2014-17

and Global Priority Areas

Regional UNV Capacity Development

Workshop
From 24-30 October, UNV Programme Officer Eirene { 453 O o
Chen and UNV Programme Assistant Xiaodan Zhang E

joined UNV Programme Officers and Assistants from . 9 L’“
Asia, Pacific, Europe and the Commonwealth of Inde- 2 A )
pendent States in a Regional Capacity Development
Workshop in Bangkok.

The workshop, facilitated by leadership from UNV
Headquarters as well as the UNV Asia-Pacific Region-
al Office, helped participants deepen their under-
standing of how UN Volunteers and Field Units can
help strategically facilitate UNV’s global programming
and mobilization priorities, in partnership with na-

tional and multi-national volunteerism partners
throughout the region. Colleagues from UNDP’s Asia (UNV China/2015)

-Pacific Regional Centre also shared their own per- U NV’S ViSion

spectives on volunteering for development.

A world where volunteerism is recognized, within societies, as a way

It was affirming and energizing to learn some of the for all people and countries to achieve peace and development

exciting initiatives colleagues and peers have started through the simultaneous eradication of poverty and significant

up, as well as to share experiences from the field. reduction of inequalities and exclusion.

UNV China Newsletter
2015
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2015 UN ECOSOC Youth Forum:
UNV and Chinese Youth Perspectives
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National UN Volunteer Ms. Wang He (Amy)
was among three youth based at UN agencies
who were selected to represent China at the
February 2015 UN ECOSOC Youth Forum, held
at the UN Secretariat in New York. Here she is
pictured with the UN Secretary-General’s En-
voy for Youth, Ahmad Alhendawi.

(Photo: Wang He /2015)

Topics of discussion included how youth in
each participating country perceive the
Sustainable Development Goals and which
development needs they prioritized.

Priorities identified by Chinese youth who
participated in the online MYWORLD 2015
survey are pictured above.

During the Youth Forum, Ms Wang, whose
participation was supported by the UNV
Youth Team, also spoke with a number of
youth volunteerism champions, including
delegates from other Member States, the
UN Envoy on Youth, the UNDP Administra-
tor, UN Millennium Campaign and UNV’s
Office in New York. She says:

The forum is a fantastic opportunity to
encourage young people to voice their
opinions and think together on specific
issues of relevance to youth...it further
convinces me that the young generation
needs to be increasingly included in de-
velopment efforts. We are the essence to
contribute our part to building stronger,
more inclusive and sustainable communi-
ties.

UNV Field Unit China
No.2 Liangmahenanlu, Beijing, China

84,906

| /.ﬂnteers

With members of the Brazilian youth delegation
(Photo: Wang He/2015)
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With the UNV Office in New York
(Photo: Wang He/2015)
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UNV Online Campaign: China’s Youth Engagement
in the UN Post-2015 Sustainable Development Goals

On 5 June, UNV China launched a 60-minute live-
blogged micro-interview through the Sina Weibo online
platform, which mainland China’s version of Twitter.
The campaign was called #UN Agenda and Youth En-
gagement#. Ms. He Wang (Amy), a national UNV based
in the UNV China Country Office, organized the event
with Tsinghua University and the Youthink Center, with
guidance from the UN Millennium Campaign in New
York.

The format of this micro-interview was online
guestion-and-answer, with representatives from each
of the three organizations answering questions sub-
mitted online in real time. Target constituencies includ-
ed but were not limited to mainland Chinese youth
who are interested in UN sustainable global develop-
ment issues and active on the Chinese-language Sina
Weibo media platform.

Over 2.3 million viewers visited the campaign’s
website during the course of the 14-day campaign,
and 1.5 million viewers participated on the actual day
of the live-blogged micro-interview.

The subtopic discus-
sions covered UN
post-2015 sustaina-
ble development
agenda, youth inno-
vation, youth en-
gagement, my world
survey. The online
campaign aimed to
advocate for more
young people to
focus on sustainable
development topics
and guide partici-
pants to be con-
cerned about the
world, share youth
engagement exam-
ples, present volun-
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UNV China Newsletter
2015

Staff from the Youthink Center (left), UNV He Wang (middle) and
Tsinghua University students (right) moderate the online interview.
(UNV/2015)

teering channels and the significance of youth partici-
pation in innovatively solving development challenges
and mobilize youth enthusiasm in philanthropy and
mobilize youth to devote themselves into practice to
create a better future.

What Do Chinese Netizens Most Care About?

ﬁ What are the channels for youth to participate UN \
affairs?

Q: What is the transition between the MDGs and SDGs?

Q: How is NGOs development situation in less developed
countries?

Q: How youth conduct cultural exchanges with the least
developed countries with culture conservatism?

Q: Since “My World” survey will finally choose 6 goals, will
the left 10 goals be ignored?

Q: Will UN recruit Campus Ambassadors who are respon-

sible for the United Nations promotion and volunteer re-
wment activities in Chinese colleges? /




77T UNE—
@ e

inspiration in action

UNYV and China’s National

S

In China, the UN Volunteers Programme (UNV),
administered by UNDP, is the key UN organisation
working on volunteerism for development and, as a
member of the UN China Working Group on Youth,
among the main ones focusing on youth development.

In partnership with the Beijing Municipal Govern-
ment, UNV China played a key role in training over 1.5
million sport-for-development event management vol-
unteers during the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games.

UNV/UNDP China also implement 2 volunteer-
management capacity-building projects with the Beijing
and Shanghai Municipal Governments (100% Govern-
ment cost-shared in Beijing).

Key Programmatic Snapshots 2012-2015: Strength-
ening the National Chinese Volunteer Infrastructure By
Engaging Provincial Youth Volunteer Federations

UNV, UNDP and the China International Center for
Economic and Technical Exchanges at the Ministry of
Commerce) jointly implement the Umbrella Programme
for Strengthening Civic Engagement and Social Innova-
tions through Volunteerism for Regional Development in
China.

The programme strengthens the capacity of Beijing
— and Shanghai-based volunteer professionals to provide
voluntary support in building the resilience of vulnerable
communities in their own provinces, especially migrant
worker families, the elderly, and disabled people.

It also helps grassroots NGOs to better train volun-
teer managers in implementing multi-sectoral
(education, environmental health) regional assistance

Volunteering System
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programmes in Yunnan, Tibet and Xinjiang Provinces.

In each city, online volunteer registration, assign-
ment matching and performance evaluation platforms
have been developed to pilot volunteer-driven projects.

Evidence-based research into the impact of Govern-
ment policy on community civic participation and social
development has also been conducted.

Finally, the cooperation between UNV, UNDP and
the Provincial Committees of the Beijing and Shanghai
Youth Leagues have provided opportunities for each
partner to connect more broadly with peers in other
countries through international exchanges in regional
and global fora.

Lessons learnt have been shared with peers in other
middle-income countries and with wider international
communities.

UNV-supported volunteer teachers work with mi-

grant children in Tianjin. Migrant children often do

not have adequate access to basic social services.
(UNV China/2011)

UNV’s China Interna-
Beijing . tiONal Center For
Major Shanghai —=CICETE Economicand \S.7
——— Technical Ex- UNDP China
Partners p—————g changes
Provincial China Youth Leagues (Ministry of mﬂ
Commerce)

UNV Field Unit China
No.2 Liangmahenanlu, Beijing, China
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UNV China - US Peace Corps Knowledge Exchange

When the UN Volunteers Programme first began
operating in China in 1981, the majority of UN Volun-
teers on assignment were international Volunteers.
During this period, many well-known Northern bilateral
development assistance volunteering programmes
were also active throughout China, including Volunteer
-Involving Organizations such as VSO, Australian Volun-
teers International, France Voluntaries, the Japan Over-
seas Cooperation Volunteers, and the US Peace Corps.

Nearly thirty—five years later, the demand for tra-
ditional models of international technical assistance has
changed. Only a handful of Northern VIOs continue to
operate in China. Now, new forms of exchange have
emerged between UNV and VIOs, including South-
North capacity building.

On 30 January, Ms. Aiwan Liao (Karen) and Ms.
Yanggi Yue (Iris), two national UN Volunteers based in
UNDP China’s Poverty, Equity and Governance Team,
were invited by US Peace Corps China to conduct a ca-
pacity building training in Chengdu to 150 Peace Corps
Volunteers.

After an introduction by the UNV Programme
Officer, Ms. Yue (UNDP Programme Coordinator) spoke
on culturally appropriate ways to facilitate participatory
community development among ethnic minorities in
SW China, including through women’s economic em-
powerment. Ms. Liao (UNDP LGBT Programme Officer,
shown below) presented on the overall conditions and
challenges experienced by China’s LGBT communities
and how international volunteers can support.

UNV Aiwan Liao addresses Peace Corps Volunteers.
(UNV China/2015)

UNV China Newsletter
2015

UNV Yangqi Yue shares her thoughts with Peace Corps Volun-
teers during their annual training in Chengdu. (UNV China/2015)

(UNV China/2015)

Overall, the workshop was very well received.
Peace Corps Volunteers also shared about their own
experiences as expatriate community development vol-
unteers based predominantly in rural Chinese commu-
nities. Volunteers from both UNV and Peace Corps felt
that the discussion deepened their appreciation of
different, yet complementary approaches to addressing
development challenges in China through volunteer-
ism.
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2030 is the target year for eradicating AIDS. Yet Chi-
na is still facing a severe HIV epidemic. It has become
one of fifteen seriously affected countries globally, with
the infection rate increasing during the past few years,
even though the whole country has contributed a great
deal of efforts towards preventing HIV infection.

The main reason behind this is the approach to-
wards HIV prevention that has been used by the govern-
ment during the past few years. HIV/AIDS in China has
been treated as a strict health issue, rather than a com-
prehensive social concern.

The Chinese government is now considering taking
an integrated approach to fight against AIDS. As long as
stigma and discrimination towards HIV-affected popula-
tions are diminishing and their dignity and rights are re-
spected, the general public will find it easier to under-
stand how important it is to take action and protect eve-
ryone from HIV/AIDS .

Ms. Shengnan Wang, UNDP HIV Legal Support
Officer, is currently based in Yunnan province as a na-
tional UN Volunteer. She says:

Fighting against AIDS needs every single one of us
to take actions from small steps, by changing our be-
haviors and altering our attitudes towards HIV/AIDS
and its key affected populations.

Before becoming a national UNV, Shengnan worked
as a programme manager in the field of HIV prevention
for 6 years. Because of her past experience, she under-
stands how to focus on what is best for the programme
and its beneficiaries while ensuring that the programme
implementation remains on track.

UNYV is such a great opportunity to utilize my ex-
pertise and a bridge to my future career path. It re-
quires not only passion, but also high qualifications,
professional expertise and work attitudes.

The programme she manages is called PING DENG
(“Equality”). It is an integrated, national, grassroots-led
initiative which aims to broaden the access of justice for
HIV affected populations in southern China. Daytop

UNV Field Unit China
No.2 Liangmahenanlu, Beijing, China

Volunteer Spotlight at UNDP:
Empowering HIV-Affected Communities
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NGO, where she is based, is one of few pioneer NGOs
which has successfully provided direct legal services to
HIV affected populations in China for the past 8 years.

As the HIV Legal Officer, Shengnan co-designs the
programme, organizes and facilitates capacity trainings
and other activities, assists in monitoring and evaluating,
and ensures smooth communications among UNDP, Day-
top and 4 selected CBOs of the program.

There are many touching stories that Shengnan par-
ticipates in every day—for example, helping an HIV-
infected mother win legal custody of her baby.

But what has impressed Shengnan the most is the
behavior change of participating CBOs. In the past, when
HIV-affected people faced legal problems, these CBOs
would tell them how to escape from the legal punish-
ment. But now, the CBOs realize how important it is to
stand in a neutral position and advocate for the target
groups to know what is right and what is wrong.

Therefore, she calls more youth to join her and
work on HIV prevention through this integrated ap-
proach.

Volunteerism is a way to explore the world, a
chance to live an altruistic life, and an experience to see
and act differently.

Shengnan Wang (second from left, in white) with counter-
parts at a global HIV prevention conference in Zimbabwe.
(UNDP China/2015)

10
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At 22, Mr. Shuo Li is the youngest national UN
Volunteer in China. He is currently working for UN
Women as a Social Media and Peer Education Pro-
gramme Associate on a pilot programme to engage
Chinese youth, especially young men 13 — 18 years
old, to help end violence against women and girls.

Shuo works closely with the UN Women Country
Programme Coordinator and
implementing partners to de-
sign, implement, and monitor
school-based trainings and
social media campaigns on
how to have healthy relation-
ships.

Shuo has come up with
his own idea about the chal-
lenge of gender education in
China:

It is hard to convince
men and boys that they are
also the beneficiary of the
whole idea of gender equali-
ty. To them, empowering women or other gender
minority groups might somehow mean a deprivation
of their own existing powers and rights. But in prac-
tice, empowering women can lead to more harmoni-
ous relationships, which in turn makes their husbands
and male relatives happy, relaxed and more produc-
tive.

But such examples are commonly overlooked by
media or society in general. In order to change this
stereotype, Shuo believes that everyone needs to
mainstream gender-related topics through media
platforms, TV, news, social media, as well as through
dedicated male advocates, using ways that are ac-
ceptable to men and women. Schools are the best
venues to facilitate such changes, since young people
are eager to take in new ideas and have the confi-
dence to stand up against unreasonable stereotypes.

UNV China Newsletter
2015

Li Shuo (4th from left, in blue) conducting an advocacy cam-
paign at a Beijing secondary school on World AIDS Day.
(UN Women/2015)
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Volunteer Spotlight at UN Women: EQUALIY
Preventing Violence Against Women

g

During his undergraduate years in the United
States, Shuo led several social media campaigns which
called for students’ attention to issues such as US-
China relations, equal employment for women, and
naturalization of new immigrants: | was able to utilize
my existing knowledge on social media when devis-
ing strategies for the student-led campaigns, and to
accommodate international best practices to the Chi-

nese context.

Shuo feels fortune to
have engaged in all as-
pects of programme
implementation. Other
than the essential
knowledge on social
media, peer education
and gender, he has also
been exposed to train-
ing on legislative pro-
cess, research method-
ologies, policy imple-
mentation and many
other issues.

In early November, Shuo also traveled to Bangkok
to support the Asia-Pacific Regional Convening of Liv-
ing with HIV, helping a member of the Women’s Net-
work against HIV/AIDs in China (WNAC) to network
with colleagues from SE Asia, and to share their expe-
rience in working with the Chinese government for
resource mobilization and policy support. He says:

The opportunity to work toward a worthy cause
matters more than any other merits of a certain posi-
tion.

Volunteering requires passion and dedication,
but passion can be promulgated easily through ac-
tion, and consistent actions can be translated directly
into dedication. For those who are passionate about
causes related to social justice or international devel-
opment, the opportunity to volunteer for the UN is an
enjoyable and satisfying journey.
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Child poverty is multi-dimensional in nature, en-
compassing a range of deprivations which often mutu-
ally reinforce one another. This is certainly true in Chi-
na.

In particular, special attention has been given to
the difficulties faced by millions of ‘left-behind’ chil-
dren in poor rural counties that are affected by large-
scale out-migration by parents who travel to distant
cities for work. The children who are left behind in ru-
ral areas are often raised by relatives and friends, or
else they are left to fend for themselves.

GENDER
EQUALITY

GOOD JOBS AND
ECONOMIC GROWTH

My motivation is to promote social development,
especially for women and children.

Ms. Sijia Liu is a national UNV based at UNICEF
China, where she serves as a Child Poverty Project
Officer on a national child poverty alleviation initia-
tive which is a partnership between UNICEF China and
China’s State Council Leading Group Office of Poverty
Alleviation and Development. By addressing these
multiple deprivations, Sijia’s programme helps to en-
sure the survival, development and protection of the
most vulnerable children in rural China.

Sijia is also partially based at the local govern-
ment office in Shicheng, Jiangxi Province. It is her first
time working in the field in a small town in rural China,

UNV Field Unit (FU) China
No.2 Liangmahenanlu, Beijing, China

Volunteer Snapshot at UNICEF: POVERTY
Eliminating Child Poverty in Rural China Jitt¥ i
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on the frontlines of poverty alleviation efforts.
Sijia’s UNV assignment covers five aspects:

(1) Advising on methodologies for collecting
stronger evidence on the multiple dimensions
of child poverty;

(2) Coordinating and supporting funding strate-
gies for ensuring sustainable finance for re-
ducing child poverty;

(3) Coordinating county and provincial level
agencies to more effectively deliver on their
poverty alleviation plans;

(4) Supporting the design and delivery of innova-
tive pilots to address the multiple dimensions
of child poverty, including early childhood
development, socio-emotional support for
left-behind children and support for adoles-
cents to transition to work.

(5) Monitoring and evaluating the programme’s
progress.

For me, being a UN Volunteer means being fully com-
mitted to peace and development worldwide.

Children from Rural China (UNICEF China/2015)
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2015 is a milestone year for the United Nations. Not
only is the organization celebrating 70 years, but this year is
also the starting point for major agreements and frame-
works that will shape global sustainable development in the
years to come. The 17 Sustainable Development Goals that
constitute the UN 2030 Agenda seek to strengthen univer-
sal peace in greater freedom.

In this context, space technology plays an important
role in the Sustainable Development Goals. It directly re-
lates to the goals of zero hunger, good health, quality edu-
cation, clean water and sanitation, climate action, life below
water and life on land. The adaptability of all those goals
makes it possible for everyone to contribute to them.

Mr. Shenrui Li, a national UN Volunteer Programme
Officer based at UN-SPIDER, is a talented young man. After
completing his undergraduate degree in biology and an
MPH from leading universities in China and the United
States, he is currently serving as a Programme Officer on
the application of satellite-based navigations system in dis-
aster risk reduction throughout the Asia-Pacific. Before join-
ing the UN Volunteers, Shenrui was an monitoring and eval-
uation intern at UNDP China, where he also helped remote-
ly coordinate Nepal earthquake relief efforts.

This UNV position is a meaningful work. With the vi-
sion of UN-SPIDER and the support of NDRCC, this UNV
assignment achieves a fine balance between domestic ca-
pacity development and international cooperation.

Shenrui is responsible for coordinating with the Na-
tional Disaster Risk Centre of China (NDRCC) and the China
Satellite Navigation Office to integrate China’s homegrown
BeiDou satellite navigation satellite system into disaster
management systems throughout the Asia-Pacific region.
BeiDou is one of five satellite navigation platforms used
throughout the world: GPS, Galileo, GLONASS, and Gagan
are among the more well-known alternatives from North
America, Europe, Russia and India.

Shenrui is helping to design a plan for conducting on-
site studies, analyzing the terminal requirements of BeiDou
and its availability for the Asia-Pacific region, as well as an
application framework to integrate BeiDou into disaster
management mechanisms in the Asia-Pacific. Through UN-
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Volunteer Snapshot at UN-SPIDER:
Using Space Technology for Disaster Risk Reduction
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INDUSTRY, INNOVATION
AND INFRASTRUCTURE

My motivation is to bring the benefits of space to hu-
manity .

SPIDER, he keeps himself updated on the latest develop-
ments in earth observation methods and practices. The
main knowledge product is crucial in guiding regional coop-
eration in the integration of global navigation satellites sys-
tem into disaster management within Asia-Pacific region,
which will largely contribute to strengthening disaster risk
reduction capacities in China and among its neighbours.

For example, global volunteer organizations like the
Humanitarian OpenStreetMap Team provide maps and data
to support humanitarian efforts. Their geo-locational data
offer tremendous help to aid delivery and reconstruction
efforts. There is a need to systematically leverage potential
of these technologies in all stages of disaster management,
especially to build disaster resilience by utilizing these tech-
nologies in disaster risk reduction efforts.

Says Shenrui:

Apart from professional knowledge in building the
capacity of space technologies, efforts from ordinary peo-
ple in disaster risk reduction also matter.

More talented young people with relevant back-
grounds should consider participating in constructing the
capacity of space technology through the UN.
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2015
Mid-Year
UNV
Retreat

National UN Volunteers with UNV Programme Officer Eirene Chen (front row, second from
right) and UNV Programme Assistant Xiaodan Zhang (front row, third from right) at the mid-year
UNV Retreat. (UNV China/2015)

22 May: National UN Volunteers and the UNV China Field Unit gathered for a day of
brainstorming on the Sustainable Development Goals, discussing career development tips
from UNDP and UNV alumni, and practicing their crew skills!

UNDP China Deputy Coun- Former International UN The team that rows togeth-
try Director Patrick Haver- Volunteer Danliang Lian, er stays together! UN Vol-
man discusses his perspec- now with ICRC China, unteers and the UNV China
tive as a longtime UN civil  shares about her prior ex- PO keep their dragon boat
servant and his thoughts on  periences as a UNV on as- afloat at Hou Hai Lake in
the role of volunteerism in  signment with the UN west Beijing.

international development. peacekeeping missions in

Sudan and South Sudan.

UNV Field Unit (FU) China
No.2 Liangmahenanlu, Beijing, China
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Hong Kong UN University Volunteers celebrate their sendoff. (UNV China/2015)

During the late summer of 2015, the first group of 10 UN
University Volunteers sponsored by the Hong Kong SAR Gov-
ernment departed for 4-6 month assignments at UN agencies
in Cambodia, Lao PDR and Myanmar.

All UN Volunteers are undergraduate students studying at
universities in Hong Kong, including eight Hong Kong perma-
nent residents and two students from mainland China. They
are on assignment at UNFPA, UNODC, UNCDF, UN RCO, FAO
and UNV Field Units, contributing to the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals through their work in strategic communications
and advocacy for youth volunteerism, monitoring community
forestry projects, and assisting with human resource manage-
ment and microfinance research.

RISSA, 21, HONG KONG

LUN Uni
Communications Officer
UNFPA

Everyone should have the right to
make their own choices about their
sexual and reproductive health.

I volunteer to create communications
materials and support the
dissemination of data from national
data collection exercises to raise
awareness and encourage young
people and women to claim their
reproductive health and rights!

M
= 3
an
THE GLOBAL GOALS
For Sustainable Development

(UNFPA Cambodia/2015)
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Meet Li Jiaheng, our 1st @UNVolunteers from #China. At 22,
he's also the youngest! @HelenClarkUNDP @RDictusUNV

02:17 - 17 sept. 2015 a Myanmar

Tweet from the UNDP Myanmar Country Director

UNy “HONG, Kowg,

UNWETSiHes Vup,
Rgiamme ™

UN University Volunteers listen attentively during a pre-deployment training
workshop in Hong Kong facilitated by Daniella Bosioc, UNV Field Unit Capacity
Development Specialist. (UNV China/2015)

Sebastian Chi Him Lee, a University Volunteer in Monitoring
and Evaluation at FAO Cambodia, shares: “I have been working
on assignments that require analytical skills. | also like meeting
people from other cultural backgrounds, both local and interna-
tional, and learning from their experience.”

Says FAO Cambodia: “[Sebastian] is a faster learner and
hard working towards tasks assigned. He is eager to learn new
things from colleagues around and well-adapt himself to the new
environment and culture”.

The 2-year pilot initiative is implemented by three leading
Hong Kong NGOs: Agency for Volunteer Service, Peace and Devel-
opment Foundation, and the Hong Kong Volunteers Association.
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UN Volunteers, Gender and Peacebuilding
In Greater Northeast Asia
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On 18 May, a group of former and current UN Volun-
teers in China (both national and international) took on a
rather different volunteer assignment: Going to the Beijing
airport to welcome a group of women peace-builders from
14 different countries. Many had not been to China before.

The women’s peacebuilding delegation was enroute to
speak with Government and civil society representatives in
both the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea and the Re-
public of Korea, in an effort to facilitate constructive dialogue
towards permanently ending the Korean War and strength-
ening relations on the Korean Peninsula and throughout the
region. Thus far, the 1953 armistice agreement remains the
only legal instrument addressing the end of the conflict.

Members of the delegation included two Nobel Peace
Laureates (Mairead MacGuire and Leymah Gbowee), US ac-
tivist Gloria Steinem, and a number of former diplomats and
parliamentarians, all dedicated volunteers working for peace
and development in citizen diplomacy.

International
Volunteer Day

Every year on 5 December, UNV China celebrates Inter-
national Volunteer Day by honouring the incredible motivation
and efforts of both UN Volunteers and other volunteers in China
to achieve the UN Sustainable Development Goals.

This year, the UNV Field Unit organized an 1VD Salon at
one of Beijing’s oldest bookshop/cafés, bringing together cur-
rently serving and former UN Volunteers and senior UN col-
leagues who work with them in a managerial capacity. UN Vol-
unteers who had served even in 2010 came back to attend!

Guest presenters included: Dr. Nanging Jiang (UNEP
China Senior Programme Officer); Ms. Jade Mali Mizutani
(former international UN Volunteer at UNIOGBIS, now UNDP
China Governance Programme Manager; and Ms. Han Yang
(former national UN Volunteer at UNDP China, now UNDP China
Environment & Energy Programme Assistant).

Everyone reflected on how they first got involved in
volunteering and public service through the UN platform, what
makes serving as a UN Volunteer a unique experience, and how
to maintain the spirit of service and volunteerism after transi-
tioning to other kinds of work.

We UN Volunteers rarely have a chance to meet like this.
Let’s do it more often!

UNV Field Unit (FU) China
No.2 Liangmahenanlu, Beijing, China

2015 International
Volunteering Day

Sy 4 ¥

Photo: WomencrossDMZ/2015 www.womencrossdmz.org

During their brief stay in Beijing, the peacebuilding del-
egation and UN Volunteers enjoyed an informal discussion
on how volunteering and civil society engagement can con-
tribute to peacebuilding in greater NE Asia.

Your World is changing.
Are you?
Véislunteer!

UNV China/2015




77 N @yl
@) V«@ =
S22 olunteers racd FINGEEE

inspiration in action B BMITEN

Volunteerism in China

China has a unique and diverse culture of voluntary social solidarity, ranging from
the Confucian philosophical roots of its majority Han people to the actions of more
recent heroes such as the People’s Liberation Army soldier Lei Feng (surname

written first).

Lei Feng was a poor orphan from Hunan Province who lost most of his family
members during the Second World War. In his teens, he joined the Communist
Youth Corps and later the Transportation Unit of the People’s Liberation Army.
Lei Feng is known as a selfless, modest and dedicated person who went out of
his way to help the poor and elderly during grueling post-war conditions, with
no expectation of being congratulated or paid back. His sayings have been in-
spiring several generations of volunteers:
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If you are a drop of water, have you moistened the earth?
If you are a ray of sunshine, have you lit up the darkness?
If you are a single grain, have you nurtured a human being?

If you are the smallest screw, will you always stay where you are?

Lei Feng
Poster Lei Feng died when he was only 22 years old, after being struck by a falling tel-
ephone pole. Yet his legacy lives on in today’s China. Several generations of
schoolchildren have grown up being taught “to learn from Lei Feng.”
To commemorate Lei Feng’s spirit of service and volunteerism, 5 March has
been designated as China’s National Volunteer Day.
® O China Central Youth League Volunteering
Since 1993,
. Up to now, 160,000 Chinese youth have served as devel-
50+ million

opment volunteers in China’s Go West Programme, which
Chinese peo- serves China’s less developed central and western regions.

ple have engaged in reg- More than 10% have stayed beyond the end of their pro-

|
ular voluntary service. ’ posed volunteer service.
H From 2002 to 2013,590 .~/ ~_"
Pk ° -

Chinese youth volun- o -

- e \
BRYyIng 208 cers have also served in Y

cha)o 22 countries in Asia, Af-

rica and Latin America

through the Chinese
Government-led Over-
seas Youth Volunteering Programme.
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