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IIcspite many opinions to the 
ccmtrary--it is now being gen- 
crally rcaliscd that l m h  rhc States 
and t k k r a l  povcrnmcnts are now 
doing cvcrythiny: that is possible 
t o  help our alwrigincs to bccomc 
good citizens. 

Our aborigines in their wild 
tribal stare arc a wonderful people, 
and when you know their tribal 
organisation as I do, it makes 
you wonder what we m a n  by 
calling them a primitive people. 
If a conference of leading soci- 
ologists, psychologisrs and a n a  
rhropolopts wcrc t o  mect, they 
could not organisc a system of 
tribal laws, as wisc as the so- 
callcd iporant  aboriEincs have 

done for themselves. I iou, did thcy do" it ? But 
civilisc, detribalisc anc! Christianise our  tribal aborigines, 
and you creatc an impossible prchlcm. 

There are at prcscnt about 46,000 full-lhod aborigines 
in Australia, and ahout ~9,000 mixed lhods, a total of 
about 71,000. Nowhcrc in  Australia today arc there 
any aborigincs who arc not more o r  lcss in touch with 
and being helped by the various govcrnmcnts and their 
wclfare officcrs. 

Thcre arc in N.S.V. I 1,560 
persons of aborigine bloo~!, o f  
whom 95 3 arc full-bloods. 

The mixed bloods in this State 
have their own clcctcd rcprcscnrarivc 
on the Aborigincs Welfare Hoard, 
AIr. H. P. Grooves. The full-bloods 
also have thc right t o  elcct their 
own membcr to thc board, but 
they never do, f o r  they arc not intcrcstcd. 

The Aborigine 'Xelfarc Board of K.S.W. last y a r  
spent about kr8j.000 on aborigine welfare. Since the 
war we have in N.S.W. spcnt about Eloo,ooo on hundreds 
of houxs that many whitc people would be pleascd to 
live in, and now p per ccnt. of the persons of aborigine 
blood refuse to pay any rent. Thc rent is only noII11d. 
about 17s. a week, and many of the aborigines as 
sharers and bush workers make big money. E v q  
aborigine who works for an employer in N.S.W. works 
under exactly the same conditions as any white employee. 
Many aborigines are also members of unions. With 
the possible exception of the non-exempted full-bloods, 
"cry person of aborigine blood in K.S.W. is just as 
fret  as you or I. The non-exempted full-bloods arc not 
entitled to  the Federal Old Age pension, hut in their 
old age they may go and livc on the Wclfarc Bard's 
nineteen reservcs or stations, and he bettcr Itmkcd h e r  
than if they handlcd their own money. There is nothing 

now t o  prevent the humblest aharigine in N.S.W. from 
becoming a highly cultured pcraon, if  he or she will 
makc thc cffort. 

Thc Aborigines Welfare Hoard has a splcndid h y s '  
Hornc at Kcmpsey, and a Girls' 
Ilomc at Cootamundra, whcrc thc 
young persons of aborigine blood 
are trained to Lc useful, and arc 
givcn evcry encouragement and 
opportunity to mix wirh white 
people, in the schools, sporting and 
churchcs. The Hoard wi11 put any 
young aboriginc through the Uni- 
versity, but so  far, not a single 
abori1:inc has been able t o  qualify. Aborigine children 
arc just as bright as most white chddren up to the age of 
about thirteen or fourteen, but then arrested development 
sets in. They lack persistency, and thcy bccomc just 
drifters. 

When you see aborigines living on thc bank of the 
creck undcr what may seem deplorable conditions t o  us, 
do not bc perturbed. They may prefer to live that way. 
At no time are aborigines kcen on houses. Albert 
Namarjira thc artist makes at lcast Lj.000 a ycar, and 
he and hls wife and S I X  children livc around a typical 
small ahrigtnc fire. I have visircc! Albert scveral 
times. On stations where the squattcrs havc to prnvidc 
the aborigincs with huts, the aborigincs stoic their 
belongings in the hut and camp outside, and if a dcath 
occurs they burn the hut down. 

Drink and apathy are thc two greatest enemies of the 
aborigines, ant! I offcr it as my opinion that to allow 
aborigines caricr access t 9  drink it criminal madnes. 

I know that we have a stern social duty towards 
our atxwgines. We muxt trg to help them, hut they 
do  not undcrstand or appreciate what we are tq lng  
to d o  for them. But, of course, they arc no worse 
than many white people. We 
must also understand that the 
word aborigine can bc most mls- 
lading, for many of the people 
that we call aborigincs arc ncarly 
whitc. 

I havc great affection for the < 
real old full-l)lood aborigine. I 
owe my Iifc to their loyalty, but 
when we try to help the de- 
tribaliscd aborigincs we undcmkc 
a heart-braking task. gooh 
A u s t d r n s  may rest assured that 
now everything is k i n g  done to 
hclp the aborigines to help them- 
xlves to bccomc dtizenq. 
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