THE YOUTH ULESTION JHERE ARE JE NOu?

This article has besn written partly 1n response to the letter sent

to tha cdas of Youth Libsration from the BF secretariat and partly to
try and set about identifving what appear to be major stumbling blaocks
on this gusstion, 5

1t would be sa easy for us now to fall back into hostilities on this
guastion. Hppefully unlika past discussions on youth the time is ripe for
Us to look at this quaestion in a doun to earth and comradeley way.

I want to make my own criticisms of the Youth Liberation draft., I shars
some of the feelings of the secretariat letter, but like the youth
liberation draft thought it a bit ambiguous (ie it could be misunderstond).

sihat i found healthy about the Youth Liberation drat was that it was
writtan clsarly and in a siraight forward manner. Unlike the the
seoratariat wkinkxumwxpletter which in places was pretty vague and cnly
toushed on questions,rather than attempting to ansuer them. (eg..The
criticisms of 'repreducing artificial language',obviously refereing to
usa of four letter words;).

iy big worry nob is that the question of youth will again become over
splarised betwesn thosa 'for unity with teachers / parents stc' and
'those against unity with parebts/teachers etc'. There is no doubt that
the vouth leaflet as it stood in draft form could be misunderstood as
being anti parent ,teacher etc. But as so often is the case on the
rsvolutionary left we are in dnager of throwing baby out with the bath

watar,

CHANGING KSQCIAL RELATICWSHIPS.

shile %4 such a position has to be criticised we must at the same time

try and acknowledge the reasons for such a strong emphasis from youth

to thoeir ralationships with teachers,parents,adults etc. For me it

cannot be slagged off as being 'ultra leftistd obsessed with divisions

in the class'. What i have learnt from a working relationship with youth

¥ in Brum,incliuding many of the cdes who are in or around Youth liberation,
is this. Any progressive movement which wants the support and active
participation of youth must bo willing to acknowlefie their specific
mnaression (we have done this in BF );but it must alsc in practice shou

a sincera willingnass to change oppressive social relationships noW.

Naw i have sean acknowledgements to this affect on paper but have
yet to soe fexw this tackled in practice. And i'm not trying to use
this as an excuse to condone leaflats that have baen written by differsnt
people in tha past {myself included) which could have been interpreted
as anti adult/teacher /parent.

It would be so easy to fall into an arqument about wether "all/most/many/
teachers are like little Hitlers".For us to discuss its relevance or
not is pretty academic. I am more interested to find out wether 8F
teachors feel Childrens criticisms of teachers should be included in
thoir loaflots (youth leaflets) or should thess criticism be raised only
in closod meetings,®® inter personal discussions,or internal documents?

"FUR_LORKING CLASS UNITY

Perhaps one of the most mis used slogan on the revolutionary laft.More

often used in an oportunistic fasion to put down the demands of traditionally
less pawsrfull sactions of the working class (Wlomen, Black people,Young
peaple, Homosoxuals,old folk etc).
Somo critics of earlier youth leaflets pointed out how young peeple would
need to united with other sections of the working class where ever possible.
There is no doubt that we did not give this question the emphasis it deserved,
no doubt due to the fact that we were attempting to give closest attention
to thosa aroas of youths lives that were‘alwa%g_aVDidad by revolutionaries,
and which B%5Hwe sansitive areas with often litkle hopo of unity. (EG, the





















