An anti-renort on Eheieducg ion comnission remvort.
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First of a1l apolaﬂles far. HQL ‘being able to. nrcduce thic at an earller data
This 15 the first wowent i've had free to get this done~unfortunately it
doesn’t enable me tine ta-get thei draft round to other comrades who atiended’
the meet;ng on youth.lzberatxon-so ‘the report is basically a personal v1eu-
rvoint on the situationebut i feel it also reflecits much of what is being
sald anongst. the conrades:who came” to the meeting on youth,on Sept 5the
he praposals,alreaéy 01rculated,call for a drastic re=-appraisal of scc1gl
~lst pcrsvectlves on . educat;cn'.iney are minimum proposals which we feel
open up new ground on this: topic~new ground that needs to be broken if we are
to drag the socialist movement,by the scruff of its neckyout of its present’
impasse on'sducation'.Like the proposals,i hope thisz report is. dlrect,to the
point,and a reasonable starting point towards seeing the sirug gle in the
‘school system throuzh the eyes of those who are forced to put up with it
=pupilsithe consumers of the:-school svstem} It is not an attenpt. to daub -
teachers as the untouchables,but an attemptito- get our perspectives round
- s¢hool into nersggctlveaﬁs one comrade has said before,ve will raise many
_alf;lcult,sens;txve,questlons and in the shcrt.term oi fer L only a Tew real
clear answerss , : '
Ve want,fron the conxerence,vaat ve 1ntend to glve-stral ht talk—searchlno
quest10ns~honest ansuarm-crzt1c1sm and self GIlLlGlSMa
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“his is the: core- e

Which our: pmegc epcxt,ur L¢qoﬁ rouz
It is not.of seccndary 1mportance,but ahsolutely central to get a lear
picture of the class struggle taking place in schoola. it

lhe mcst promznant feature of, botn ‘the educatxon comm;ss;on documents and

the-oppression of Yﬂutthlthlﬁ ‘the school . setup,lnta<account.lf we. fail to -
recognise . this ﬁ:;to?;then it stands to reason thatAour perspect;ves w111 be..
cincorrect. and totzllv ine? potlvp, : i , o
1‘3ecause—1t av01ﬂs tanlng seruv

attempt1ng tn fnght a aznﬁta
‘-GRGR(}UN’D DO{‘H'{EHT, S o

,  l“e;;annef6mupassing~ﬁéSélﬁtions'aﬁé‘paner:affiliations
and deleg atlons from- union: badies,instead oflinforming peovle ahout“the

‘cuts uhlch are and- the;r g@;;dten”uﬂour ampbasls)'

efmeﬁtlng them‘

Perhaps it would hit  home Lo-more of us li;ltaﬁald ”People5aq¢<anu ihelr -
wives'The- p01nﬁ is ﬁalﬁmtheAutruugle of youth for liberation is the ﬁtrquB
to be regarded ‘as people in their own rizhte-not the- children of people.
Its a'slip'we will continue to malke until. we-recognise just ‘how deep and
ingrained our chauvanismn 1s,and more dimportantly,vlen we get to grips with
the essential task of helping build. the power of youth in all their bhruénjeg
which includes the [ight agalnst adult chauvanism and oppression from
teachers,parents,and bourgeois’education'as a whole.

IEMINIST LESSONS ' ‘
Its no accident that we're rplatelng fhls questwon of youth libveration to

the strugzle of women and the feminist movement.Having talten this guestion
close to heart over receat months(in 2 ggnscgouQ leJthal uay) its aoazirg
the similarities that crop up.Llike the way many ‘socialists!play down the

need to build youth pﬂWer.On? hears the same old backward sentimeants {hnat _
lots of oole! SOcla_lstS were echoeing back in'é9 towards the emerging fewinist o
movenenteea.like how'theyire essentially reactionary” yanda waste of vime'. '
Biz Flame ,more than most,has taken the feminist struggle seriously.But do
we have to wait for kidas to got the lessons of youth liberation into our

faces before we stir from our apathy? Are we going to continue to offer

‘nothing to the kids who''have to pub vp with uﬁb mess called educfifon“Ctﬁ
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facts,whlch.only remains lnoperatzve whe
“then- nothlng whlle the quacks offer~%he

: 1ndlsc1p11ne,re3ectlon of schco
/ : ‘uts and dlsllluulonment amcngst‘lida
‘atTtrends o the labour,market(g prospects ‘etc).Bure;this is no doubt true
bu :hardly thEAma30r~reason -fory ruancy etcglts a. tendancy,that runs throuphcut
the Teport to lock outside school for-answers:while-refuseing to-see what is,
stareing us. 1n‘the facejinside. schcel.A im-surcley & combmnatlon/nf the?,
OPPr9851on(faced by kzds)gnd the acute- feellng ‘of powerlessness - to act, and e
organise active- resistance to this- oppression that leads to the more elementary
-gut responses mentioned’ earller(truancy etc).One obvious  point on: truancy is .
that k;ds have marglnally more: powar te contral their own llves on the streets,

on progressxve edugat10n3‘The trage&yscontrary ta he. réport quete ubove,*ﬁx
i%o ressiviso’ doesn o haya‘naver has hkad, andrnever can have LA effect1

Stratacy 19§£§2m§222°1-F T theyifailgtoqrecaanis& forivarious: reasons pupils
‘as* the only mectoriwithin the s chool system,vwho 11terally‘have nothine to
1OOQE(BHb their chﬂlns Yin - the’ flght asainst bourpgeois educatloﬁrw‘_—fn
‘Progre531v1sm iz stuck firmly inva Iubgﬁlth 3egards to its pcrspectlves on g
‘oducation® iProcressivismtis the limits ™ Zn - whigh teachers can work‘towaras~~
changing 'Zducation' .feachers. have too- much to loose by stepplng outside: this
franework~their jobs,their status,thelr power ofeor Lidse.lt is this situation’
that we have touched on befcre~the old sore tale about similarities between o
teachers and foremerethe straightjacket situation teachers find themselves in. ¢
wherebye if they copenly support the kids,and their struggles,they face %the -
sack,if they don't support the kids,they have to put up with the aggroof the-
klds.uo we are saying: the obvious, fea@ﬂerﬂ are not in a good nosmtlgn Lo i
play an opew role in supporting. the struggle of schoolkids. S e .
How-we cope with this ‘situation seeing o8 we have nc Sch aluuudénis WJthTN Eﬁ'~
at the prasent time,i'Xl deal with- 1aterevn.‘
For the present,it would help if-the education commission couid fxxl us in Gn‘
how orientateing pamphlets to parents can possibly 1ncrease youths strength
within the school setup ¥ :
This is not an argument dgazuht lock;ng OutS¢U€ the achooi oot up and braaarh'*“
'the debate on edacat1on.But we have to bc achLutely 1‘10ﬁf Wlth OHT4C+VCG




to: the effech such\a strategy would nave tcwards you+h5 posmtlon w1taln nne
sechool setup.Ulll we. not be. bowing to the most chauvanistic impulses of . .~
parents? Or do we forget for: the tlme ‘being that there is cone hell.of a,nlg
contradicticn beiween us,on one’ hand,pollticlzlng MR and Mrs Joe Soap's
fears about, '"Their Johanieyand .on-the other hand the fight of "Their Johnnle”
for nmore; 1n&ependence from Mm and*MrsaSoay and his right to-fight back: v
against the oppression he experxences in: school Sureuletsﬁtake the,lssuef
eutsideschools. but lets always Yo fighti
Bulld the power*of qputh(not T

5

of ¢ e”educatioh setup{by un-
. s eachers./we'd see: that most of
the revolutlonary lefts strategle' oT ducatlonéperhdps &1l of then)are a
bit. Iiké ths YWomens commission: deczdlngito givermen the: leadlng
strubgle «of women. mﬁ;gnst male chauvanism,{(the.ming -
TEACdERS

;:condltlons that they wouldAnever tulerate gggess the} wers a;readv used ta
FEELING POWERIESS,used to. other_people hav1ng<power over'theme,chu

;We do . not,we cannot,glve upi

*Polltlcal act1v1tyxw1th’k;éﬁ = . Wi Y
cld secondary:school people: selllng Ythelittle red: ‘@choolbook were ar“estgd
by'the pOllCanathlS happenadfat many-schaal-~1ﬁ Rvum(probably erewhore*)

heads teo have an. aﬂergency meetangw@reaaurn“w&s potion, Fill Knd ght (well known:
progressivell)MP- for“a govtban"On this gort of “ﬁ%ng” The B‘hdmlvenlng:Ma-l_
too. responded with a cathelnq H“lfﬂfld& I Jt g

L WHERE IT HURT{QmWhy are- tbev qgﬂworrmpd’}

s on scbnoﬁhvlﬁd1n*s(
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*Though numerlcally falrlyismall,the NUSS is a clear‘51gn that more klds are
recogrlslng the need: to workfcollectlvely(w1th other sch001Kst}.;~

*There have been walkouts ‘up and down,the cauntry from kl&s complalnlng about
Schooluniform and dress regulatlons Expulsion’ of certain ‘teachers,Cane etc.'
Though not on a large scale,wershuuld never:the less recognise: that the .
feeling is there sagainst the school. setup,amongst a hell of. a lot:cf. k;dsa
Unless. we can. help. develop thls feeling,and: help build the- confldence and.
,strength of ‘kids: to- fight: ‘back agalnst'theibastards who keep en’ down} ﬁhena

£~ our lyoar old comrade points out(in his reply to the education commissicn

kids will: contlnue to- take: out thelr frustration, VOn-catgjoldgpeqple,bric
walls,blacks‘andreach cﬁher“ e ~

Because of the two- obstacles mentloned(earller~The dz
being able %o support schoolstudents Qpemly—and the absen
from Big. Flame at. present-Inuerventlons alcn¢szde youth“-




