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RECORD REVIEW.. BEGGARS HILL. Moonshine MS60.

WBEGGARS HILL" are mainly John Davis, Dave Frohnsdorff and friends who
have over the last five years or so, formed the members of numerous grous
known as , FLYNTLOCK, BRASS MONKEYS, and EBBISHAM { EPSOM) SALTS, plus the
addition of Laura Dixon and Neil Stanford from Fiddlers Dram, and John Rodd
currently with Albion Dance Band. Eleven people in all.

The eleven tracks range from, JACK HALL, & HERES TO THE LAST TO DIE,
(traditional) CANNILY,CANNILY.(McColl) the Dransfield's adapted,WILD ROVER,

SATLOR HOME FROM THE SEA (FHewitt- Wyndham-Read) WHO KNOWS WHERE THE TIME GOQOES

(Sandy Denny) IF YOU'D BEEN THIRE (Bridget St.John) Richard Thompson's
NEW ST.GFORGE and POOR DITCHING BOY and two old Everly Bros. hits
LET IT BE ME and WHEN WILL I B=E LOVED. .Patrons of the old KING WILLIAM Vi
FOLK CLUB will be aquainted with some at least of the songs and personel.
The cover, reproduction, and general performance is hign. I found the
Everly Bros. songs the least effective anf if the L,P, lacks anything it's
a certain, tightness on some of the tracks when the number of performers
starts to exceed three or four. All in all, a nice one. John, Dave and
friends have every right to be chuffed with themselves and this record.
A.W.







Beggars

ill—on the

road of song

BEGGARS' HILL is that
stretch of Kingston
Road, Ewell, which
runs from The Eight
Bells pub, past The
Jolly Waggoners io
the roundabout at the
end of the by-pass. It
has been there for a
very long time.

More recently the name
“ Beggars' Hill" has been
adopted by a group of
local folk singers. It is
also the- title of the re-
cord they  have made.
Eleven people are ‘heard

“on the stereo album, and

followers of folk who
attended the Sunday
evening club  sessions
back in 1973-74 at the

King William IV, Ewell,
will recognise the names
and sounds of the then
resident. trio, Dave
FrohnsdorfT, Chris
Walker and John Davis,
It's a pretty good record
with afew *“ trads* and,
a pthers, songs by

;;a ﬁnvention‘s
ichard pson, and.s
Ewan  McColl; “ Wild

Rover ™« «adapted by

Robin and Barry Drans-
field and a couple of
Everly  Brothers' old
favourites.

Beggars' Hill hasn't made
the mistake of including
sangs which have been
done to death already,
and has kept well clear
of the Loamshire ooh-
aargh stuff, A

The line-up of instruments
works well; guitars (both'
six - string and 12),
whistle, fiddle, drums,
concertina, dulcimer,
banjo, autoharp, mando-
lin, percussion, flute,
piano and bongoes. Two
or three numbers feature
electric guitar and elec-
tric mandolin; while for
Sandy Denny's * Who
knows ‘where the time
goes? " sensitively put
aver by girl singer Jo
Battley, there's a string
synthesizer.

It all adds up to a mix of
gentle folk, Possibly it's
too gentlé, and T' think
one or two faster, stampy
numbers - would have
been an advantage.

Four of the members of

Beggars' Hill were at
Epsom's Glyn Grammar

School  together, and
other like-minded musi-
cians were discovered
later on at Ewell Tech-
nical College.

Chris  Walker lives at
Cheani, Johian Davis at
Banstead,. Jo Battley and
Dave Frohnsdorff in
Stoneleigh. Flautist
ELaura Dixon, 17, is the
yvoungest member, Jo i=
21, and the rest are all
about 23.

Many of the songs have
been arranged by the
group, and the vocal har-
monies by Dave who has
also financed the project.

He has great faith in Beg-
gars’ Hill: * Some of the
musicians, and singers,
are very . good indeed;
and we thought we could
have a bash at making a
record as good as some
vou hear that have been
made by professionals,”

The record was pressed at
studios in Reading dur-
ing the early autumn of
last ‘year, a2 Dave ex-
plained. . “We _had . to
record during the sum-
mer vacation because
most people had been on
courses of some sort at

E s

e
unjversity or . technical
college.  So we had to

rehearse and record dur-
ing one wvacation. After
a lot of advance plan-
ning, all the recording
wit 'done over ene week-
end.”

Dave is employed by the
GLC, Jo Battley was in
the latest crop of uni-
versity graduates (psychos=
logy and sociology); John
Davis has recently
acquired a degree in elec-
tronics;  and Chris
Walker will soon  start
the final year of a B.Ed.

Elmtuj"“. : O

Zlectric uitarist, ' Peter
Sharp works at” Ep
District Hospital. - And a
chartered surveyor, Pete
Roberts (late of Ewell
Tech), is heard on the
record playing bongoes,
drums and percussion.

Begrars® Hill is on the Sun
Recording Studie’s own
“ Moonshine " label and
should be available now
from shops at £2.99, but
it may be obtained direct
from Dave Frohnsderf,
489,  Kingston . Road,
Ewell, price' £2.60 which
ingludes  postage and
packing.




i = F - =

ber of Beggars Hill,




The
Penny

2
Dreadful
T

\ P WL W o i }

SEPTEMBER / OCTOBER 1976

Record Reviewd;,

BEQOARS HILL - Moonehine 60 = King William 1V Folk Olub
Availatle fromi Dave Frohnsdorf?, 485 Kingeton Road,Ewell,Sy

Cften when & olub closes; there is ro remindsr of tha
good times had within ite walls, and too often cne's memory
becomes hazy with time, But thim will not be the omse with
the King William 1V Folk Club in Ewell, Ite regular singers
have gathersd together and produced "BEGIERS HILL', a
decumantary rennrd of thelr talents mnd interdwinings at ths
now defunct olub, It is & record depleting & wids rangs of
etylem and interests, mixing the Ewerly Brothers' 'When will
I be loved", Richerd Thompeen's "New 5t, Osorge” and "Foor
Ditebing Boy" with traditional tracke including "Jack Hall"
and "Here's to the last %o die".The oredits list eleven
people; and the reocord 4m m very good witnams to what a alub
is capable of achieving amenget {ts regular Bingers and
supporters, Alsomt inevitably ihers are times when arrange-
=mente don't quite come off, much as "here's to the last to
die" which jarred on my ears, and the ususl quota of twn
notes; and 1t could be argued that they have tried to do too
much on cne record. But this really ignorss the faot that
they are not & group trying to imrress. tut a hand af penple
making & record for posterity. The overall impression im one
of u well produced and sxecuted record. In faat one or two
tracke have already become favourites, Peter Sharp plays
some lovely guitar on "Who knows where the time goss" and
"Poor Ditohing Boy", and the first irack, "New Ot,0scrge"
his m very imaginative backing which I partioularly like,
To conclude it 18 not & recor! thet you oan emsily olassify,
The momt impoptant fmet 4n that it workmy fulfi11a the
rormon for ita produstion, mm! 1w goad Jotanin:,

website: www.beggars-hill.co.uk




