THREE poets

sat on a remote

beach In  Armhem
Land.

‘an‘vﬂ was raining

. 80 M were

) huddling In a  smal,

corrugated fron hut bee
JODZIng 1o one of them.

nu{ ~= 0 song of the
tjantjatjara group of
ocentral  Australia, He
was Allen Ginsberg,
American.
One of them uangd.
i
bands in time with the
and looked
tful. He was An-
drel Vomnecsensky, Ruse
slan,
The third experi-
mented “with a palr of
small Tibe bals

ro:nm had been
m&m “for -such a
Ung - grasping for

mee
an_opportunity to
_music In bt -

_..meets the
‘Big Two' poets

from

KIM LOCKWOOD
in Darwin

kala tribes,

Had a 20-yecar-old
aboriginal girl not died
that day, the s
would bave heard little
but talk.

We met Wand)ukx,

and got permission
" council

from the

—~——

v-

themselves. But this
was the ¢end of the Dua
ceremony and the be-
ginning .of the Yiritja

one.

We watohed and lis-
tened as the Dua wo-
men did the dance of
the beoes, buzzing ke
boes, and the dance of
the secagulls, waving
thelr arms lke seagulls
wings.

The

didgeridoo

Wandjuk, Ginsderg and

language.
bousehold with other

sentient Dbelngs, trees,
and animals,

*Human s is
now  destro that
balance, an rom an

American point of view
rhaps, destroying the
{e of Lthe planet.

“As an codocational
corrective 1o excesses of
exploitative capitalist
civilisa-
o pre-
serve the Integrated na-
foat vNVAQULALS RO -

nal ritual epics.

*For that r it
would a

community to acl‘b':ldllo
gf lb:nd d ation
Know

of doll
ballucina

Des. ‘

“Money and power
should g0 o songmen
not White bdurcaucracy
mrm'vtstm;l them and
lving off them.™

Mr Of sald a
professor of literature,
who studied for 10
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Voznesensky . . . with poelry as a common

got  $10,000-
15000 & year and his
cducation institution
was subsidised by the

state.

It should be equally
reasonable that an
aboriginal "old-man-
who -~ knows -
songs.” who studied for
40 yecars o master the
R«-huwr’.c memory of

is tribe, should recelive
comparable subsidy.

The teaching of
sbozlaizal. "Rdi.

should as much a

rt of formal educa-
jon, for both white and

Dack, as the teaching

of Engiish and mathe-

matics.

“The government pol-
iy bas been cultural
assimila

stady | gi“m—otmw‘f
¥To" correct this cul-

*To
tural genocide, studies

CArs,

“of aboriginal epics
be‘ integral

should an
pcs of education,” he
said.

Mr . Vomesensky sald:
smply: “It i3 beautiful
musie,” ;

I returned to Darwin.
The famous white ts

left torugdms the

rest of world. Wand-
;\u&: Marika went back to
beach.




