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Scholars of empire (e.g. Ananya Roy 2005 & Derek Gregory 2004) point out 
that the “colonial present” is not only the initial moment of the colonial 
encounter, but also the constant manufacturing of ‘democracies’, ‘freedoms’, 
economies and histories in a manner that advances the goals of empire even 
long after empire has supposedly withdrawn from the colony. Raghavan (1990), 
for example, described economic globalization through the GATT (now the 
WTO) as ‘recolonization’ of the nominally independent states of the global 
South.  

While anticolonial and postcolonial movements are the subject of a rich body of 
thought and sites of significant knowledge production in themselves, challenges 
to the conceptual accuracy and appropriateness of the widely-used terms 
‘postcolonialism’ and ‘postcolonial’ also come from Indigenous scholars and 
activists (L.T. Smith, 1999; Venne, 2004; M.Jackson, 2004, 2007; Coulthard; 
2011; Watson, 2008; A.Smith, 2005) and critical race feminists (Thobani, 2007) 
based in settler colonial states such Australia, Canada, Aotearoa/New Zealand 
and the USA.  

This special issue of the open-access, online, copyleft academic/activist journal 
Interface: a Journal for and about Social Movements 
(http://www.interfacejournal.net/) links anticolonial and postcolonial accounts 
of movements  and their praxis to resist the ‘colonial present’ that is embodied 
in state policies, intergovernmental institutions, processes and agreements such 
as the World Bank, IMF, and WTO, domestic and global capital.and indeed in 
some cases, NGOs and ‘civil society’ movements themselves..  

The editors are seeking papers that examine the praxis and the politics of anti-
colonial and postcolonial movements. How are the ideas of Fanon, Cabral, 
Cesaire and other activist/intellectuals relevant to movements today in 
continuing struggles for self-determination, justice and liberation, and against 
the co-optation of independence struggles by domestic elites and contemporary 
forms of colonial violence and imperialism? How do these movements 
conceptualise feminism? Do middle class activists, NGOs and academics have a 
role to play in these movements, and popular struggles in present-day, or 
formerly colonized territories?  

Papers may question the meaning of postcolonialism, anticolonialism or 
decolonization and its relevance/implications for organizing.  How do analyses 
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of colonialism and practices towards decolonization inform contemporary 
struggles in different contexts? 

Contributors are encouraged to explore regional and historical and other 
contextual differences in the way that these movements have developed.    

 

General submissions 
As in all issues of Interface, we will accept submissions on topics that are not 
related to the special theme of the issue, but that emerge from or focus on 
movements around the world and the immense amount of knowledge that they 
generate. Such general submissions should contribute to the journal’s mission 
as a tool to help our movements learn from each other’s struggles, by developing 
analyses from specific movement processes and experiences that can be 
translated into a form useful for other movements. 

In this context, we welcome contributions by movement participants and 
academics who are developing movement-relevant theory and research. Our 
goal is to include material that can be used in a range of ways by movements — 
in terms of its content, its language, its purpose and its form. We thus seek work 
in a range of different formats, such as conventional articles, review essays, 
facilitated discussions and interviews, action notes, teaching notes, key 
documents and analysis, book reviews — and beyond. Both activist and 
academic peers review research contributions, and other material is 
sympathetically edited by peers. The editorial process generally is geared 
towards assisting authors to find ways of expressing their understanding, so that 
we all can be heard across geographical, social and political distances. 

We can accept material in Afrikaans, Arabic, Catalan, Croatian, Danish, English, 
French, German, Hebrew, Hungarian, Italian, Latvian, Maltese, Norwegian, 
Portuguese, Romanian, Russian, Serbian, Spanish, Swedish, Turkish and Zulu. 
Please see our editorial contacts page for details of who to submit to. 

 

Deadline and contact details 
The deadline for initial submissions to this issue, to be published May 2013, is 
November 1 2012. For details of how to submit to Interface, please see the 
“Guidelines for contributors” on our website. All manuscripts, whether on the 
special theme or other topics, should be sent to the appropriate regional editor, 
listed on our contacts page. Submission templates are available online via the 
guidelines page. 

 


