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No. 6086. 

An Act relating to the Aboriginal Natives of Victoria, 
and for other purposes. 

[ 1 1 th June, 1957.1 
E it enacted by the Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty B and with the advice and consent of the Legislative 

Council and the Legislative Assembly of Victoria in thir 
present Parliament assembled and by the authority of the 
same as follows (that is to say) :- 

conwencement. Sbrt  title d 1. ‘L‘lLis Act may be cited as the Aborigiues Act 1957 
~ i i d  S h I l  come into operation on day to be fixed by 
prooluiiiatioii of the Governor in Council published in the 
Goutzmrrwtd thet te .  

IntSrpmtaWun. 

fOSOW0. ‘‘ Abori@anl 

2. l a  this Act unless iiicoudetent with the context or 

“ Aboriginal reserve ” means any area of Crown land 
reserved under the Land Acts for the use or 
benefit of the aboriginal inhabitants and any other 
land acquired by the Board and designated by 
the Board as an aboriginal reserve. 

subject-matter- 

66 BOB]td” 



3. (1) For the purposes of tllis Aut there shall Le aii merigincs 

(a) the ( ' h id  Sccretary, or sucli other. Ministcr iLs is 
for tlie tiinc beiiig iioaiiiratccl 1)y t h  ('l~ief 
Secretary, wlio sliall be tlic c.liuiriiian of the 
Board ; 

Abriigines Welfare Board consisting of- Welfare Board. 

(6)  the Under-Secretary ; 
(c) one nieniber appointed by the Governor in Council 

on the nomination of the Minister of Education ; 
(d) one member appointed by the Governor in Council 

on the nomination of the Minister of Housing; 
(e) one member appointed by the Governor in Council 

on the nomination of the Minister of Health ; 
( j )  five other members appointed by tlie Governor iii 

Council of whom (if there are such persons 
suitable available and willing to be appointed) 
two sliidl Lc aborigines itiicl oiie ~lrall Le a11 
expert in anthropology or miology. 

(2) The Board shall from time to time appoint one 
of the nieiubers of the Board to be the deputy-chairinan 
tl1ereof. 

(3) The Boartl shall be a body corporate iiiicler the 
name of the '' Aborigines Welfare Boanl " and shall have 
perpetual succession and a common rseal a i d  1)o capablc 
i11 law of wing and being sued and, subject to and for the 
purposes of this Act, of acquiring holding and disposing 
of property ali(1 of rloiiig and aiiffering all such other acts 
and things as bodies corporate may by law do and suffer. 

(4) The appointed meinbers shall l e  appointed for a 
term of llot 1110re than t h e e  years an(l shall be eligible 
for rc-;bypoi1ltllle1it, Lilt the Goveriior ill Couiicil may a t  
any time reiuove any such nieniLer. 

(5) In the everit of a vacancy however occurring in the 
oflice of any appointed member the Governor in Council 
may, subject to thk Act, crpyoiiit anotlicr in his stead 
for the unexpired period of hlu office. 

(6) The 
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(6) The members of the Board shall receive such 
travelling and other allowances as are from time to time 
fixed by the Governor in Council. 

(7) Wlicrc a member of P:irliamcnt, is or is appointrd n 
menibcr of tlic Ronrtl, or as a inonher of t h c b  Board recrives 
any travelling or other :illownnc.es rinder this Act, lie sliall 
not for tlic ptirposcs of 1)ivisioii two of I'art, 11. of The 
Constitutiow Act A ~ t w d w ~ t t  Act 1!)5B lw clccmcd to Iiaw 
:~c*ceptctl or Iiold an office or p1nc.e of profit under tlrc 
Crown. 

Meethgs Board. of 4. (1) The Board shall hold its first meeting at SIICII 
time and place as the Minister appoints and thereafter 
shall meet a t  such time and place L ~ H  the chairman 
(or in his absence the ~cr,llty-c?lii~,irl11:tn) appoints. 

(2) A t  any meeting of the Board thc clia,irman or in 
his absence the deputy-chairman sliall prcsiclc, and in thr 
n.bsc!nce of both thc chairman a , q l  thr deputy-~li;ii~~nan 
the members present sliall appoint onc of their iinmhcr 
t o  preside a t  the meeting. 

(3) Six mcnibers of t h  Ronrtl slid1 form a quorum, 
and the Board mny act not,~~itIist,a.nding any vacancy in 
its numbers so long as tlicn? arc not less than six members 
of the Board. 

(4) All questions shall bc decided by a majority of 
those present a t  any meeting of the Board a t  which thcrc 
is a quorum. 

(5) In the event of equality of votes on any question 
the chairman of the meeting shall have a second or casting 
vote. 

(6) Subject, to this Act m d  the regulations thereunder 
tlie Roarit niny regulate its own proceedings. 

su rlnteident 5. ( 1 )  Tlicrv s1i:dl suhjwt, to the P~ihlic Service Acts 
bc appointed :I Superintcw(lent, of Aborigines Wclfare who 
shall be tlic c~ucmtivc oficcr of t h  Roarrl. 

(2) I W h  the consent of the Minister thr Roarcl may 
delegato to the Siipcrintcndcnt any of its powers ani1 
functions under this Act and may a t  any time revoke any 
such delegation. 

anroler". 

(3) Subject 
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(3) Subject to  the Public Service -\cts there niay be 

appointed such officers and emp1oyi.s :LS ilrc required for 
thr administration of this Act. 

(4) For the pnrposcs of tliis ,I(% tlic! Board may with 
thr consent of thv JTinister :I(li~iiiiist,ciring tliv I)epnrtmont 
coiiwrncd inialw us(’ of the  swvic(1s of ;my offitw or 
cniploy4 in any Corcwiiiiciit 1)c~p;artniciit. 

6. (1) T t  dial1 Iw tlw fitnution of t,lu> Board to promote 
the niornl iiitcllcatu:d atid physic:d wdf;rrcX of :d)origincs 
(wliiali term for the piii’poses of this Act, inclurlcs not only 
full-hloodcd :il>origin:il Iiiltivcs of Austixlia hut, iilso :ink 
pcrsnn of :ilwigiii:iI (lcs(*o11 t )  with ia ricw to tlicir :~ssiniilstiou 
into t l i ~  g(btl(’riial conuiuinitv. 

(2) Su1)joct to  this Act tlic Roarcl may do all acts and 
things neacss;iry to  iniplcwicnt its fuwtions and, in particnlar, 
may do :ill tjliings nce(wiry or cxpcdicwt for or in rchtion 
to-- 

(U) mitli t l i ~  consent of t,hc JTinistcr, apportioning 
(1istril)uting c id itpplyilig as I I U ~ Y  s(wii1 niost, 
fitting :my nioiwys appropriated hy Parlinnuhiit 
; a n d  any o t l l t ~  fiuids or propwty in its possrssion 
or control for tlw rthlkf or hcncfit of a1)origjncs 
or for t l ~  p1irpos(’ of :wsisting iLl)origi1i(hs to  
I~ccomc ;Lssiniil;btcd into tlic general lifc of tlic 
comll~uni ty ; 

(h )  a t  the discretion of the Board, providing or 
arranging for tlie supply of clothing bedding 
rations relief and medical or other attention of 
R similar nature needed by aborigines ; 

( e )  inanaging and regulating the use of aboriginal 
reserves, and, with the consent of the Minister 
and (in the case of Crown lands) with the consent 
illso of the Board of Land and Works, leasing 
for a period not cxcccding tliroc years 
(not~~~it,listnndingr anytliing in tlic h n d  Acts) niiy 
,zboriginal rewrvc or part tlicreof w l i i d i  is not, 
for the t,inic being rccliiiretl for tlio IISC 

of aborigines ; 
((7) mith tlic consent of tlw Ministm, pii1~1i:~sjii~ or 

otherwise :acquiring land, cwctiiig I)uildmgs. 
and selling or l(bi1sing or panting licences to occupy 
land with or withouit buildings thcrcon to  
aborigines on such tcrnis a s  the T3o;irtl detcriuinrs : 

(e) esercising 

Fgsy of 
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( e )  exercising general supervision over all matters 
:Lffvctjng thc jntcrcsts and wclfn~ro of aborigines. 

Aborigines 7 .  (1 )  T l i ~ r c  slinll ho cstablishcd and kcpt in the 
'I'rcasii~*y :I fund t o  bc callccl the " Aborigines Welfare 
Funcl ". 

(2) Tnto tlie Fund sliall he paid all moneys appropriated 
hy J'arliament for the purpose, all moneys received by 
tlie Board in connexion with aboriginal reserves, and all 
other moneys whatsoever received by the Board in the 
acttninistmtion or for the purposes of this Act. 

(3) Moneys t o  the credit of the  Fund sliall be applied 
to  the payment of expenses of the Board and the members 
thereof and the administration of this Act. 

Welfare Fund. 

Local 8. (1)  For thc purposes of this Act tlie Minister may 
constitutc :I local committee of not more than nine 
mcnibcrs in :my locality wlicrc aborigines reside. 

(2) Tlic Minister may at m y  time remove any member 
of a local comniittcc or dishand m y  siicli committee. 

(3) Thc fiinct,ions of n local committee sliall be such as 
tlio R'linistcr from time t o  time directs in any particular 

cornnllttees. 

caN?. 

(4) With the consent of the Minister the Board may 
make grants of money t o  a local committee t.0 be applied 
for t h e  welfare of ahorisines in the locality in which the 
committec carries out its functions. 

Annual reporl 9. (1) As soon as may be after the thirtieth day of 
June in each year the Board shall cause t o  be prepared 
and delivered t o  the Minister a report setting out the 
activities of the Board and the results thereof during the 
year ended on such day. 

(2) Tlic Minister shall cause such report t o  he laid 
before both Houscs of Parliament within twenty-eight days 
after i t  i s  delivered to  him or, if Parliament is not .then 
sitting, then within twenty-eight days after the next 
meeting of Parliament. 

10. ( 1 )  The 
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10. (1) The Governor in Conncil may make regulations 

(a) regulating the business aiitl proccwtings o€ the 
Board ; 

( b )  prescribing the iiiode of distribution niitl cspcnditurcb 
of moneys appropriated by Parlianiciit ant3 iIny 
other funds in the possession or control of tlw 
Board for the relief or benefit of alwigincs : 

(c) prescribing conditions of emplopnieiit, (iiiclntl ing 
housing) of aborigines in any arm hit, not ill 

relation to any matter which is su1,ject to ;in 
inclustrial award or clcter~nil~i~tiol~ applical)l(~ to 
the eniployiiieiit r*oncerned : 

((7) providing for the control of aboriginal rtwrws 
and aborigines and other persons thereon. 
incaluding the maintenance of disciplincl :ind good 
order thereon, the issuc. of peiwiits to i w i ( l v  
thereon and the exclusion or reinowl tliert.i’roi t t 
of persons not authorized to entcr’ tliercoii : 

( e )  providing for the mode of supply to aborigines of 
clothing bedding and rations and the prorisioii 
of relief and medical or other atkention of ;I 
similar nature needed hy aborigines ; 

(f) prescribing penalties not exceeding Fiftv pounds 
for the breach of any regulation iinrler ih i s  Act) ; 

(9) generally, prescribing any inatters or things 
by this Act authorized or required to be 
prescribed or necessary or expedient to be 
prescribed for carrying this Act into effect. 

(2) All such regulations shall be published in the 
Gmrnent  Gazette and shall be laid before both Houses of 
Parliament within fourteen days after the making thereof 
if Parliament is then sitting and if Parliament is not tlien 
sitting then within fourteen days after the next nieeting 
Of Parliament ; and a copy of all such regulations shall be 
posted to each member of Parliament. 

R . W * ~ ~ O ~  

’or or with respect to- 

11. (1) Tlic Abo~zi~iws A d  193 is 1io.chy repealed. repeals. Conseqiieiitiiil 

No. 3717 
(2) Paragraph (a) of section one hiindred and ””. 

j, 177 (a). seventy-seven of the Licensiwg Act 1928 is hereby repealed. 

(3) Paragraph 
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