IXI . __SUGGESTIONS FOR POLICY.

-

Teking into account the above factors some measuros are suggestoed.
These should be regerded as ground work for future policy, until Reserves,
scttlenents and their attendant evils are & thing of the past.

(a) Vastly increasod cxpenditure on housing to accommodate those iborigi-

nes who are anxious for a place. to live. It appears'inovitablo that
Lborigines will continue to live.on Reservos for some time to cone, becausc
of the advantages of low ronts, and.because meny could not support then~-
selves in town, While this is tho.caso, thore must be bettor accommoda-
tion on the Reserves, to facilitate educational progress.

(b) Pacilitios should be provided on Resorves, for adult nooting and roc-

roation, which would bo a valuable contribution to adult education. Con-~
centration on cducating adults in the encouragement of children to stay at
school, and in better eating pattprns would be invaluable. Thore is, in
sorio cases, a sad lack of knowledge in the vory elenentary necessities of
nutrition and child care. This must be taught, by poople in whom they
hove confidence, for whom they have respoct, as nmistrust of white "know~
alls" is far more prevelent among Aboriginos than. is commonly conceded.

A training schone directed to the cducation of Aborigines capable
ofvdoing such work is wvital, Altsrnatively, trained medical social
wofkerp vho could first win the confidenco of the adults by showing concern
for individual health probloms, and procced to general education in the
raising of .community health standa;ds, could be omployed.v In fact, clinic
sisters in various country towns aro’already doing this invaluable work,
within tho ontirely inadequote tinme and facilitics availzablo to thon.

The closc liaison cstablishod could then be basis for encouragencnt
of eadult Aborigineg to learn, as a community, about ways of solving cduca-
tional and social prodlums. 1In this.sqnso tho social worker must be able
to take on a.cort;in.amount;of rudinentary cducational work, but it is nost
importont that the adults should_bo approached through the health field
first. It is a sad fact that among most adult Aborigines there is an.
ottitude of;gvpidancg of toachors, who are iduntified_with‘the wholo range
of public authorities in whom thoy havo littlo trust.

(¢) By fostering a community interost in cducation, 2 firm social founda-

tion for its furthurance could be createds This could go along with
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provision of bettor reforence materials, and library facilities, cither at
the 'Reserve school, whore thore is one, or in the hall provided for adult
odmcation, | L

Howevar, tho above is not likely to be tho solution to the whole
problen of adult education, and honce tho educatioh of the bpi}d, in the
perticularly depfiﬁod'and limitéd coﬁditions which brevgilliﬁ ghanty.com—
munities like Wellington, Walgeit,‘ﬁoieé, Gulargumbone and Boggabilla, to
qudte only & fows - More’ intenszve medlcal a551stance, w1th enoouragonentg\

in the loarning of woononics to be practzsed in medlcal boneflts, insuranco

and housokooping could bo' strossod.

(a) Adult oducation, being only one facet of thcir probléﬁ, emphasis_shqqld

be placed on the immodiate and sinultancous improvenent of housing fﬁcilitios,

both in terms of rooms, space, olectricity and a permanont wator supply. If

connittnent to such improvemont was ovidenced, with adoquate provision,

instead of cheese-paring tcmporary moasures, the basic facilities for study

could be provided.
(o) However, it is roalized thoso suggosted prov151ons wzll often. bo insde-

quetely utilized by the Aborigines themselves, From o practlcal standpoinu

wo recognize that the noney should be spent where tho communlty appggre\;o
bo the most prémising. But this should‘p'ot exclude tho very rgai'ncqo_ésity
for heavy committnent to areas'whero’edudafibnaliy,'the situation éﬁiedfsf’]°
most\hopolcss. If guiddnce is offored with tact and sympathy, the rewards
ofton show themselves surprisingly quickiy. "An exanple of this is thé h
Nanine Prinary School at Wallington, where tho tezcher has olicited a good

response -and raised the stondard of the School to a very sound social and

cducational lovel.

There are further recommendations, rolating moro spocifically'td

the oducational nocds of pro=-school, primary and high-school children, sub-

nitted by the Consultative Committoo on Aborlglnal Education. "S A, F.A.;y

fully endorses every one of thoso recomuondatlons, hav1ng given them a closo
sorutiny. ‘Recognizing ‘the pr&ficieﬁcy'aﬁd“inéii”kﬁéﬁibdgﬁ'thaf'have~§6ﬁ8
into the Consiltative Committeots Eocbmmbﬁaatfdnh;“wo‘wOﬁI&ﬂIikéit‘to'ﬁSF’
tokon as road that we wowld ‘roproduce these recomnendations in our réport,’

if thero was any reason for so doing. As they are already-aveilsbie-$o



the mémbers of tho Perlismentery Solect Coemmittec, we shall not duplicate
thon.

The' opportunity for laying valusble groundwork for tho future is
in the bends of our Govormment. If it is not instituted imnediately,
anqthar generation of Aboriginal_children will grow up with little educa~
tion, an& aven less opportunity for work, as our Socicty demands more
spoéialized gkills from ite‘members. The gap will widen to dispropor- |
tionote dinmensions. Commitmenf and heavy expenditure is a vital necos~
sity now, if wo aro not to reap the bitter fruite of anothor "losi

goneration" of Aboriginces.



